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The Great War

1914 -1919

CARTER, THOMAS FREDERICK. Private, L/7696.

"B" Company, 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 30 March 1916. Aged 29.

Born Kennington, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Adisham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Son of William J. and Jane Carter of Lower Cooling, Adisham, Canterbury, Kent.
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 15.

A regular soldier, Thomas was posted to France on 9 February 1915. At the time
of the 1901 census, the Carter family had resided at Adisham Street, Adisham,
Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Kennington, Ashford, Kent native
William J. Carter, who was employed as a Farm Waggoner. The then 14 year old
Thomas was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a
Teamster on a farm. Thomas was one of the younger brothers of Richard Henry
Carter, who is the next casualty briefly commemorated below.

CARTER, RICHARD HENRY. Private, G/2478.

"D" Company, 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 25 September 1916. Aged 33.

Born Kennington, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted and resided Womenswold, Canterbury,
Kent.

Son of Mr. W. J. and Jane Carter late of Lower Cooling, Adisham, Kent.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 5 D.
On the census entry referred to above at his brothers brief commemoration, like
his brother, Richard was also employed as a Teamster on a farm.

CARR, BASIL ALDERSON. Second Lieutenant.

Special Reserve. 61st Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Atrtillery.

Died 25 July 1917. Aged 37.

Broadstairs, Isle of Thanet, Kent.

Son of the Reverend Canon James Haslewood Carr, M.A. and of Elizabeth
Amelia Carr (née Briggs) of Adisham, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Coxyde Military Cemetery, Koksijde, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

Grave Ref: I. L. 54.

Adisham Holy Innocents parish church contains Basil’'s original wooden grave
marker which is in the form of a cross and is inscribed “In loving memory of 2nd
Lt B.A. Carr, 61.S Bty R.G.A. Killed in action 25. 7.17.” A Supplement to the
London Gazette dated 10 May 1917, announced that Basil had been
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Garrison Artillery, from an
Officer Cadet, with effect from 4 May 1917. On 1 July 1917, Basil was posted to
France. The 61st Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery having already been
posted to France on 9 March 1916. Basil's father, who was born on 29 October
1831, was an Honoury Canon of Canterbury, Kent from 1903.



FOX, ALFRED JAMES. Corporal, 317279.

1st/1st (Kent) Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery, attached to the 1st/1st
Highland (Fife) Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison Atrtillery.

Died 28 March 1918. Aged 23.

Born Adisham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Alfred James Fox and Frances Margaret Fox of Victoria Cottage,
Adisham, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Aubigny Communal Cemetery Extension, Aubigny-en-Artois, Pas de
Calais, France. Grave Ref: Ill. C. 50.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Fox family resided at Adisham Street,
Adisham, Kent. Head of the house was 42 year old Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent
native Alfred James Fox (senior), who was employed as a Railway Plate Layer.

FIELDER, HAROLD THOMAS. Private, G/5824.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 15 September 1916. Aged 19.

Born Sittingbourne, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Beltinge, Herne
Bay, Kent.

Son of Thomas and Louisa Fielder of 3, New Cottages, Adisham, Canterbury,
Kent.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 5 D,
and on the Reculver, Kent civic war memorial, also on memorial plague which is
located in the parish church of St. Mary the Virgin, Reculver, Kent.

Unfortunately, Harold is erroneously commemorated on the Reculver civic war
memorial with the year of his death shown as having occurred in 1915. All data
sources checked show the correct date to have been 15 September 1916. At the
time of the 1901 census, the Fielder family resided at Chestnut Street, Bobbing,
Sittingbourne, Kent. Head of the house was 27 year old Wrotham, Kent native
Thomas Fielder who was employed as a Police Constable.

HOPE, THOMAS. Private, G/8983.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 3 July 1916. Aged 28.

Born and enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Adisham, Canterbury, Kent.

Son of John and Sarah Hope of “The Yews,” Ackholt, Nonington, Dover, Kent.
Buried Ovillers Military Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: IX. B. 3.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Hope family resided at “Woodlands,”
Adisham, Kent. Head of the house was 43 year old Lenham, Maidstone, Kent
native John Hope, who was employed as a Gamekeeper. The then 13 year old
Thomas was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as Rat
Catcher. When Thomas enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War,” on 16
November 1915 he stated that he was 27 years and 352 days old, employed as a
Gamekeeper, and that he resided at Victoria Cottage, Adisham, Canterbury,
Kent. After being placed on the army reserve, Thomas was mobilized on 11
February 1916, and the same day reported to The Buffs (East Kent Regiment)
Regiment Depot at Canterbury, Kent. Two days after being attested, Thomas



was posted to the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), at
the Citadel, Western Heights, Dover, Kent. Whilst serving at Dover, Thomas was
appointed to a (paid) Lance Corporal, but on 1 April 1916 he reverted to a
Private. On 19 May 1916, Thomas was posted to France as a member of the 6th
(Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) in which he then remained
until he died. Initially, Thomas was posted as ‘Missing,” but on 9 May 1917 the
Army Council decided that for official purposes it was to be assumed that he had
died on 3 July 1916. Thomas was one of those who were laid to rest at Ovillers
Military Cemetery, after the cessation of hostilities.

HUDSON, ERNEST JAMES. Private, 70251.

16th (Service) Battalion, Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire
Regiment), (Chatsworth Rifles).

Died 31 July 1917.

Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of James and Caroline Hudson.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 39.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Hudson family resided at “Cooling,” Adisham,
Kent. Head of the house was 56 year old Herne bay, Kent native James Hudson,
who was Farmer and employer. It would seem likely that Ernest had been
employed by his father on his farm, as he was recorded by the census
enumerator as being the 16 year son of the farmer, and as a worker.

KINGSFORD, WALTER THOMAS, Private, G/556.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 24 August 1915.

Born Bossingham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted and resided Adisham, Kent.

Son of Thomas Hubert Kingsford and Louisa Jane Kingsford (née Hoile) of West
Street Farm Cottages, Eastry, Kent, formerly of Rattling Hill, Adisham, Kent.
Buried Calvaire (Essex) Military Cemetery, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut,
Belgium. Grave Ref: Ill. C. 5.

Commemorated on the Nonnington, Kent civic war memorial, and on the
Betteshanger, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Kingsford family resided at Woodnesborough
Road, Eastry, Kent. head of the house was 27 year old Nonnington, Kent native
Thomas Hubert Kingsford, who was employed as a Waggoner's Mate. Walter
enlisted in the army for 3 years with the colours on 27 August 1914, at which time
he was 19 years old and employed as a Waggoner's Mate. He was posted to the
6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on 30 August 1914, and
remained in the battalion until being killed in action only a few days prior to
having served in the army for a year. On 1 June 1915, Walter had been posted to
France for service with his battalion as part of the British Expeditionary Force.
Following his death, Walter's parents later resided at Coldred farm Cottages,
Coldred, Dover, Kent.



Depot, Royal Sussex Regiment.

Died 15 June 1918. Aged 29.

Born Adisham, Kent.

Son of William and Harriett Lawrence of Adisham, Kent.

Buried Holy Innocents Churchyard, Adisham, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Lawrence family resided at Adisham Street,
Adisham, Kent. Head of the house was 43 year old, Ash, Sandwich, Kent native
William Lawrence (senior), who was an Own Account Pig Dealer. A regular
soldier, William was posted to France on 12 August 1914, at which time he was a
Sergeant serving in the 2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. Having been
stationed in Ireland, the 2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment returned to
England in 1912, and at the commencement of the Great War it was at Woking,
Surrey as part of the 2nd Brigade, 1st Division. On 12 August 1914 the battalion
commanded by 50 year old Lieutenant-Colonel Ernest H. Montresor left Woking
for Southampton, from where it sailed for the French port of Harve onboard the
SS Olympia and the SS Agapenor. On 14 September 1914 the battalion suffered
a bitter blow when Lieutenant-Colonel Montresor fell. Prior to William’s death he
had been a recipient of a Silver War Badge, and as such he would have been
discharged from the army. Thus far it has not been possible to ascertain when or
why William was discharged, but it was probably due to a serious wounding.



MAPLE, FREDERICK CHARLES. Private, 18808.

4th Battalion, Grenadier Guards.

Died 18 April 1915. Aged 21.

Born Nonnington, Dover, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Adisham, Kent.

Son of Charles Maple and Ada Sophia Maple (née Ovenden) of Woodlands
Farm, Adisham, Kent.

Buried Holy Innocents Churchyard, Adisham, Kent.

Grave Ref: On West boundary of new ground.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Maple family resided at Nonnington, Dover,
Kent. Head of the house was 32 year old Nonnington native Charles Maple, who
was employed as a Horseman on a farm.

NEWING, CHARLES. Sergeant, L/8238.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 30 October 1918. Aged 29.

Born Bekesbourne, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted and resided Canterbury, Kent.
Son of William and Ellen Maria Newing (née Munns) of The Street, Adisham,
Dover, Kent.

Husband of Lilian May Newing of 2, Porch Cottages, Bapchild, Sittingbourne,
Kent. Formerly of 2, Littlebourne Hill, Littlebourne, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Landrecies British Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: A. 40.
Commemorated on the Littlebourne, Canterbury, Kent civic war memorial.



At the time of the 1901 census, the Newing family resided at Bekesbourne,
Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 50 year old Nonnington, Dover, Kent
native William Newing, who was employed as a Cattle Stockman on a farm.
When Charles enlisted in the army as a regular soldier on 1 March 1906, to serve
9 years with the colours and 3 years in the reserve, he stated that he was 18
years and 7 months old. Charles also stated that he was a serving member of the
3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Prior to his the Great
War, in addition to service in the United Kingdom, Charles had also served in
South Africa and at Singapore. On 12 December 1907, Charles was appointed a
Lance Corporal, Acting Corporal (paid) on 31 December 1908, and promoted to
the rank of Corporal on 12 June 1911. With the pressing need for more
Sergeants due to the conflict, on 11 September 1914 he was promoted to be a
(paid) Sergeant. On 9 November 1914 Charles was posted to the 1st Battalion of
his regiment for service with the British Expeditionary Force, and on the same
reverted to Corporal. The time which Charles spent as a Corporal again, was for
only a short time, as on 29 November 1914 he was once again promoted to a
(paid) Sergeant, and on 29 April 1915 Charles was made a Sergeant, remaining
as such until being killed in action. Charles had obtained his 3rd Class Army
Education Certificate on 8 July 1906 and his 2nd Class Army Education
Certificate on 2 February 1910. Charles was a brother of William Newing, who is
the next casualty briefly commemorated below.

NEWING, WILLIAM. Petty Officer Stoker, 280636.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Prince Eugene.

Died 17 November 1918. Aged 43.

Born Littlebourne, Canterbury, Kent 1 February 1875.

Son of William and Ellen Maria Newing (née Munns) of The Street, Adisham,
Dover, Kent.

Husband of Emma Elizabeth Newing (née Munns) of 2, Granville Terrace, Tower
Hamlets, Dover, Kent.

Buried Haslar Naval Cemetery, Hampshire. Grave Ref: E. 37. 22.

William married Miss Emma Elizabeth Munns in the Dover, Kent, Registration
District during the last quarter of 1909. As the 6,150 ton Lord Clive class Monitor,
H.M.S. Prince Eugene which was launched in September 1916 and served in the
Dover Monitor Squadron, survived the Great War and was eventually broken up
in 1921. It was obvious that due to his date of death, that William had not been
killed in action, but it did seem possible that he had died as the result of an
earlier wound or injury. As was sadly the case many other Royal Navy ships,
H.M.S. Prince Eugene had a number of her crew die as the result of the
worldwide Influenza pandemic that lasted from March 1918 to June 1920. having
ascertained that William had in fact died of an illness, and although the
transcriber of these brief commemorations has not personally sighted William’s
service papers or his death certificate etcetera, but it would seem likely that he
had been numbered amongst the millions of victims of the Influenza pandemic.



OLIVER, STEPHEN HENRY. Lance Corporal, 634.

1st Battalion, Rifle Brigade.

Died 6 July 1915. Aged 27.

Born and resided Dover, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.

Son of the late Stephen Oliver.

Brother of Mrs. Violet M. Styring (née Oliver) of High Street, Wingham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 48,
and on page 568 of the Canadian First World War Book of Remembrance.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Oliver family resided at 120, The Street,
Adisham, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was 63 year old Warbleton, Heathfield,
Sussex native Stephen Oliver (senior), who was a widower and employed as a
General Labourer. Stephen fell during the costly attack on an enemy position
named “International Trench” at Boesinghe, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. As the
Riflemen of Stephen’s battalion consolidated their hard won new positions, they
came under heavy fire from the Germans which, in spite of having some natural
cover and hedges for concealment, it was overlooked by the enemy defences at
Pilckem (on a ridge), and during this time artillery was used by the enemy which
caused many casualties amongst the battalion. When viewing and photographing
the Adisham civic war memorial, the transcriber of these brief commemorations
and his wife, were asked by a couple of ladies who had been attending a family
grave, what was our interest in the memorial. During the conversation which then
ensued, the transcriber asked if they knew the reason why Stephen’s name was
set apart from the other commemorated casualties. It was heartening to learn
that Stephen had only been added to the memorial very recently. If our
informants are correct, (which is probably the case), it transpired that James
Colthup who is a former resident of Adisham, had contacted either the Parish
Council and/or the Church Authorities in 2009, requesting that as Stephen was a
former Adisham parishioner he should be commemorated on the war memorial.

PEGDEN, ALFRED JAMES. Gunner, L/36824.

"D" Battery, 183rd Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died 6 September 1916.

Born Adisham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury Kent.

Son of James and Ellen Pegden of Adisham, Canterbury, Kent.

Husband of Dorothy Winifred Pegden (née Clayson) of 4, Hillside Cottages,
Adisham, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Quarry Cemetery, Montauban, Somme, France. Grave Ref: V. D. 9.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Pegden family resided at Church Street,
Nonnington, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Adisham native James
Pegden, who was a Carrier and Coal Merchant employing staff. When Alfred
enlisted ‘For the Duration of the War’ on 8 August 1915, he stated that he was 19
years old, employed as a Carman, and that he resided at Adisham, Canterbury,
Kent. At the time of being attested, Alfred was posted to the 183rd Brigade,
Royal Field Artillery which he joined at Hampstead, and in which he then
remained until he was killed in action. The 183rd Brigade, Royal Field Artillery in



which Alfred had served, was raised at Hampstead, London in August 1915,
reaching its full compliment of 815 men in less than a month. Following training
at Aldershot, the brigade departed for active service in France with Alfred being
one of its number. Alfred married Miss Dorothy Winifred Clayson at the Adisham
parish church of Holy Innocents on 15 January 1916. On 2 May 1916, Alfred
sailed to France from Southampton and arrived at the French port of Harve the
next day. At the time of Alfred’s death and for a number of years afterwards; his
father James Pegden continued to be the local Carrier and Coal Merchant at
Adisham. As Alfred was recorded by the census enumerator in 1901 as being 3
years old, it would mean that he was about 19 years old at the time of his death
during the ‘Battle of the Somme 1916.

PENFOLD, EDGAR THOMAS. Private, G/2548.

8th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment.

Died 31 July 1917. Aged 23.

Born Adisham, Canterbury Kent. Enlisted Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex.

Son of Isaac Penfold and Eliza Penfold (née Hooker) of Blooden, Adisham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 20.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Penfold family resided at Blooden Road,
Adisham. Head of the house was 40 year old Adisham native Isaac Penfold, who
was employed as Agricultural Labourer. Edgar was posted to France on 24 July
1915. He was a brother of Frederick William Penfold, who is the next casualty
briefly commemorated below.

PENFOLD, FREDERICK WILLIAM. Private, 48196.

8th (Service) Battalion, East Surrey Regiment.

Died 5 November 1918. Aged 20.

Born Adisham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Isaac Hooker and Eliza Penfold (née Hooker) of Blooden, Adisham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Preux-au-Bois Communal Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: C. 2.

PENFOLD, CHARLES EDWARD. Private, G/5489.

6th (Service) Battalion, formerly 2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).
Died 9 November 1915. Aged 38.

Born Adisham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted and resided Ramsgate, Isle of Thanet,
Kent.

Son of Edward Penfold and Caroline Penfold of Blooden Cottage, Blooden,
Adisham, Canterbury, Kent.

Husband of Amelia Britton (formerly Penfold), (née Howes) of 2, Terrace
Cottages, Irchester Street, Isle of Thanet, Ramsgate, Kent.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 17.

At the time of the 1901 census, Charles was at Wellington Dock, Dover, Kent,
serving as an Ordinary Seaman on the English Brig “William Cundall.” Charles
was posted to France on 12 May 1915.



WILDS, ALFRED JAMES. Private, 33885.

"A" Company, 7th (Service) Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment.

Died 18 October 1918. Aged 23.

Born and resided Adisham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury Kent.

Son of Mrs. Elizabeth A. Baker (formerly Wilds) of 2, Selling Cottages, Adisham,
Canterbury, Kent, and of the late Richard W. Wilds.

Commemorated on the Tehran Memorial, Tehran War Cemetery, Gulhak, Iran.
Panel 2. Column 2.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Wilds family resided at Adisham Street, Head
of the house was 33 year old Deal, Kent native Richard W. Wilds, who was
employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Having originally enlisted in the army on 7
November 1914, Alfred served for 4 days as Private, 2756, in the 4th (Territorial
Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), but was then discharged by
virtue of “Being found to be medically unfit.” At the time of his first army
enlistment, Alfred resided at 4, Rosemary Lane, Castle Street, Canterbury Kent,
and his mother resided at 18, Douglas Road, Dover, Kent. After enlisting in the
army again, Alfred first served as Private, 9006, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

The Great War

1914 -1919
Lost Men

AIRD, JOHN. Seaman, 7288A.

Royal Naval Reserve, H.M. Trawler Taipo.

Died 24 June 1917. Aged 28.

Brother of Mary Oxtoby of Chapel Villas, Adisham, Canterbury, Kent.
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 26, as shown above
and on the Dover Patrol memorial plague.

The later form of John’s commemoration is an important local and national form
of civic war memorial. It was erected inside Holy Trinity Church, Dover, Kent in
November 1918 by the families of the fallen men of the Dover Patrol (Trawlers &
Minesweeping Patrol). Sadly in 1945 the church was demolished resultant of
enemy bomb damage. The memorial needed a new home, and fortunately the
Dover Sea Cadets (Training Ship Lynx) based at Archcliffe Fort, Dover, agreed to
look after it at their headquarters. The Sea Cadets moved from Archcliffe Fort in
the 1970's, and the memorial was given to Dover District Council for
safekeeping. The memorial is presently in the safekeeping by the Dover
Museum. In 2006 it was being stored in a council storage shed at Deal, Kent. It is
hoped that for obvious reasons the important memorial plague will be placed on
public display at some stage in the future.
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BAILEY , FREDERICK. Petty Officer, 183465.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Coquette.

Died 23 February 1916. Aged 36.

Born Chelsea, Middlesex 22 September 1877.

Son of Wiliam Bailey and Elizabeth Bailey of Ratling Street, Adisham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Husband of Clara Bailey of 5, Ratling Street, Adisham, Canterbury, Kent.
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 15, as shown above,
and on the Nonnington, Dover, Kent civic war memorial.

Frederick was drowned on Wednesday 23 February 1916, whilst serving on the
destroyer H.M.S. Coquette. Had he not have lost his life when he did, there is
every possibility that Frederick might have perished two weeks later. On 7 March
1916 H.M.S. Coquette which was commanded by 37 year old Lieutenant Vere
Seymour, R.N.V.R. of 17, Castle Hill Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, was on a patrol
in the North Sea, when she was mined and sank rapidly. Lieutenant Seymour
and 21 ratings were lost, but thankfully approximately 40 men survived.

CROUD, FREDERICK. Private, G/6151.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 15 September 1916. Aged 18.

Born Wickhambreux, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided
Adisham, Canterbury, Kent.

Son of William Croud of Sheargate Cottage, Ware, Ash, Sandwich, Kent.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 5 D.

HARLOW, FREDERICK JAMES. Driver, T/2128.

1st/2nd Kent Fortress Company, Royal Engineers.

Died at sea 28 October 1915.

Born Adisham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Gillingham, Kent.

Son of James and Jane Harlow (née Lawrence).

Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. Panel 23 to 25 or 325 to 328,
and on the Littlebourne, Canterbury, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of 1901 census, the Harlow family resided at Littlebourne Hill,
Littlebourne, Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 47 year old Adisham
native James Harlow, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Frederick
was numbers amongst the victims of the 1st/2nd Kent Fortress Company, Royal
Engineers, and 1st/3rd Kent Fortress Company, Royal Engineers, who tragically
perished when H.M.S. Hythe was sunk during a collision with the heavier vessel
H.M.S. Sarnia, at which time H.M.S. Sarnia struck the port side of H.M.S. Hythe
with such force that its bows cut halfway through H.M.S. Hythe bringing her to a
dead stop. Additional details appertaining to the sinking of H.M.S. Hythe can be
found elsewhere on this website. It is planned in the near future to add a
significant increase of information on this website, about the events surrounding
the losses to the Kent Fortress Companies, Royal Engineers, and H.M.S. Hythe.
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HOLMES, HERBERT HORACE. Private, G/793.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 13 October 1915. Aged 20.

Born Adisham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent. Resided Sheldwich,
Faversham, Kent.

Son of George Holmes and Alice Holmes (née Bailey) of New House Cottages,
Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 15 to 19,
and on the Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Holmes family resided at Beech Cottage,
Doddington, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 41 year old Acrise, Kent
native George Holmes, who was employed as a Shepherd on a farm. Aged 19
years and 10 months, Herbert enlisted in the army for 1 year with the colours on
1 September 1914, at which time he was employed as a Labourer, and was
residing at 10, Saxon Road, Faversham, Kent. He was posted to the 6th
(Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on 4 September 1914, and
then remained in the same battalion until his death. Herbert was posted to
France on 1 June 1915. Herbert died at ‘The Quarries’ near Hulluch, under heavy
fire during a fresh British attack which was mounted during the Battle of Loos, the
objective designated to his brigade (37th) which was split between the German
positions of ‘Gun Trench’ and ‘The Quarries’ was subjected to a heavy artillery
bombardment prior to the infantry battalions pressing home their attacks,
following ranging shots being fired by the British gunners. The British artillery had
been designated set targets, primarily bombarding the ensconced enemy
defenders and the massive wire entanglements guarding their positions, before
the infantry left the ‘safety’ of their trenches the guns fired from exactly noon for
an hour, following which until 1350 hours gas and smoke was used to create a
smoke screen of approximately 1,200 yards for an hour, which was increased in
density by the use of more smoke ten minutes before zero hour for the infantry
assault. At first it appeared that all was going according to plan, as the 7th
Battalion, East Surrey Regiment had managed to reach ‘Gun Trench’ without too
much trouble and thankfully with less casualties than had been originally
envisaged, but on their left flank the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment).were subjected to an immense amount of fire power from an enemy
trench which was both unseen and unknown prior to the attack getting underway,
which had resulted in the trench not being shelled by the artillery before the
infantry had attacked, with the catastrophic result that the German wire at that
point remaining virtually untouched, after covering about one hundred yards the
battalion was brought to a halt, but not before over 400 officers and men in the
battalion became casualties within the short space of just a few tragic minutes, of
the thirteen officers which had led their men into the fray of the battalions first
major engagement of the war, ten lost their lives, as did one hundred and
seventy five other ranks, amongst the massive number of wounded some men
later died, two being later that same day. Herbert was initially posted as
‘Wounded & Missing,” but subsequently the Army Council made the decision that
he had died on or after 13 October 1915, and his next of kin was made aware.
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HORNE, GEORGE HENRY. Lance Corporal, G/622.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 26 December 1917. Aged 21.

Born Fordwich, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted and resided Adisham, Kent.

Son of George Horne and Edith Marian Horne (née Cole) of Wingham Well,
Wingham, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: XXXI. E. 20A.

Commemorated on the Wingham, Canterbury, Kent civic war memorial, and in
the parish church of St. Mary the Virgin, Wingham, but unfortunately on both of
the Wingham commemorations, George has his surname spelt Horn.

At the time of 1901 census, the Horne family resided at Heath Farm Cottages,
Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old George Horne who was
employed as a Farm Carter.
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MAPLE, ERNEST. Private, S/120.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 13 October 1915. Aged 38.

Born Woodnesborough, Kent. Enlisted Sandwich, Kent. Resided Adisham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Son of the late William Maple and of Elizabeth Ann Tyrell Maple (née Divers) of
Ringwould, Dover, Kent. Formerly c/o of Mrs Field of The Street, Adisham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 15, and on
the Eastry, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, Ernest was residing as a boarder at Eastry Court
Farm, Eastry, Kent, whilst he was employed as a Bricklayers Labourer. Head of
the house was 46 year old Hougham, Dover, Kent native George Hatton, who
was employed as a Farm Waggoner. Ernest, who was employed as a Labourer
enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on 21 August 1914, and was
attested to serve in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). He was posted to the 6th
(Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on 24 August 1914. He was
posted to France on 1 June 1915. Because his mother could neither read nor
write, all official correspondence appertaining to Ernest was sent to one of his
brothers; Thomas Maple of 1, Short Street, Sandwich, Kent, who had been
verbally appointed Ernest’s Sole Executor in August 1914. Ernest's mother later
resided at 20, Winchelsea Street, Dover, Kent. Charles Maple who was another
one of Ernest’s brothers; continued to reside at Adisham after the Great War
whilst employed as the Farm Bailiff for Lord Northbourne at “Woodlands Farm.”
As Lord Northbourne was the principal landowner at Adisham, it follows that
Charles Maple would have been well known by all and sundry in the area, and in
view of same it seems strange that Ernest is numbered amongst the Adisham
fallen who are not commemorated in the village.

MATCHAM, WILLIAM JOHN. Private, 35498.

2nd/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment.

Died 24 April 1918. Aged 26.

Born Adisham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Faversham, Kent.

Son of the late William and Mary Matcham.

Husband of Beatrice Louisa Matcham (née Fairbrace) of 7, Uplees Cottages,
Oare, Faversham, Kent.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 62, and on
the Boughton-under-Blean, Faversham, Kent civic war memorial, as shown on
the photograph above.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Matcham family resided at Bramling, Kent.
Head of the house was 39 year old Littlebourne, Canterbury, Kent native William
Matcham (senior), who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. William and
Beatrice Louisa Matcham had formerly resided at Boughton-under-Blean, Kent.
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MAXTED, ROBERT FRIEND. Private, 70263.

“A” Company, 17th (Service) Battalion, Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire
and Derbyshire Regiment), (Welbeck Rangers).

Died 30 October 1916. Aged 37.

Born Adisham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Sandwich, Kent. Resided Nash, Ash,
Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Thomas and Elizabeth Maxted (née Rayner) of Nash, Ash, Canterbury,
Kent.

Buried Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: VIII.D.156.

Commemorated on the Westmarsh, Canterbury, Kent, civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Maxted family had resided at Nash, Ash,
Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 47 year old Thomas Maxted, who was
employed as an Ordinary Agricultural Labourer. The then 21 year old Robert,
was also employed as an Ordinary Agricultural Labourer. Robert was wounded
on 21 October 1916 during an attack which was carried out by his battalion, to
the south of the river Ancre during the ‘Battle of the Somme.” After being
wounded he was evacuated from the Somme via the medical evacuation system,
until he finally arrived at one of the Base Hospitals at Boulogne, which is where
sadly he eventually succumbed to his wounds on 30 October 1916.

NEWTON, MILTON. Corporal, 1586.

4th Battalion, Yorkshire Regiment.

Died 30 January 1916.

Born and resided Loftus, Yorkshire. Enlisted Skelton, Goole, Yorkshire.

Son of Martha Newton of 8, Hyde Place, Aylesham, Adisham, Canterbury, Kent,
and of the late Harry Newton.

Buried Loftus Cemetery, Yorkshire. Grave Ref Old Cemetery Grave C. 3236.
Commemorated on the Loftus, Yorkshire civic war memorial, and on Great War
memorial plaque which is located in the parish church of St. Leonard, Loftus,
Yorkshire.

Milton was posted to France on 18 April 1915, at which time he was a Private. It
would be remiss not to make brief mention of the fact, that Company Sergeant
Major Stanley E. Hollis V.C. of The Green Howards, was born at Loftus,
Yorkshire on 21 September 1912. Stanley, who died on 8 February 1972 was the
only person to be awarded the Victoria Cross for D-Day on 6 June 1944,

PARTRIDGE, ERNEST JAMES. Private, L/9255.

2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 16 February 1915. Aged 27.

Born Alkham, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Adisham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Son of William and Jane Partridge of Old Court Cottages, Adisham, Kent.
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 14,
and on the Nonnington, Dover, Kent civic war memorial.
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