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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

 
BENNETT, CHARLES. Private, G/69938.   
10th (Service) Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment), 
(Battersea). 
Died Thursday 8 August 1918.  
Born Culverstone, Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. Resided 
Meopham, Gravesend, Kent. 
Son of William Bennett and Eliza Bennett (née Broad).  
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panel 15. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Bennett family resided at the Post Office, 
Culverstone Green, Ash, Kent. Head of the house was 59 year old Ash, Kent 
native William Bennett, who was an own account Farmer. Nine children of 
William and Eliza Bennett were recorded by the census enumerator as being at 
home on the night of census, the youngest of which was the then 2 year old 
Charles. Charles has the sad distinction of being the sole other rank fatal 
casualty suffered by his battalion on the day that he fell. Initially he was posted 
as ‘Missing.’ But later the Army Council made the decision that for official 
purposes it was to be assumed that Charles had died on or after 8 August 1918.  
 
BENNETT, WILLIAM. Private, L/8312. 
1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Sunday 4 April 1915. Aged 26. 
Born Stansted, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Meopham, 
Gravesend, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. Sarah Ann Roots of Plumrush, Harvel, Meopham, Kent. 
Commemorated at Tuileries British Cemetery, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
Ref: Special Memorial C. 10, and on the Meopham, Kent, civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, 13 year old William was residing at Red Street, 
Southfleet, Dartford Kent. Head of the house was William’s uncle; 56 year old 
Trotterscliffe, West Malling, Kent native Henry Bennett, who was employed as a 
Teamster on a farm. A regular soldier, William was posted to serve with the 
British Expeditionary Force as a member of the 1st Battalion, Queen's Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment) on Saturday 15 August 1914. He was one of only 
other ranks serving in his battalion that fell on Sunday 4 April 1915 whilst serving 
in the St. Eloi sector trenches near Vlamertinghe, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
The other casualty who fell was Chatham, Kent native, Sergeant William George 
File who like William Bennett was also a regular soldier who had been posted to 
the Western Front with the battalion on Saturday 15 August 1914. William 
George File is commemorated on Special Memorial C, at Tuileries British 
Cemetery, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
 
 



 

CHATFIELD, ALFRED HORACE. Private, 57155. 
“D” Company, 9th (Service) Battalion, Welsh Regiment. 
Died Thursday 2 November 1916.  
Born Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. Resided Wrotham, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Husband of Mrs. Elizabeth Ellen Batridge (formerly) Chatfield (née Burden) of 2, 
South Street, Culverstone, Meopham, Gravesend, Kent.  
Father of Alfred H. Chatfield, and Benjamin L. Chatfield. 
Buried Mill Road Cemetery, Thiepval, Somme, France. Grave Ref: XVII. A. 2. 
In 2007, Alfred was numbered amongst the thirteen Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent 
casualties whose names were added to the Wrotham, Kent civic war memorial.  
Formerly Private, G/8863, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Alfred’s birth was 
recorded in the Sevenoaks, Kent Registration District during the first quarter of 
1879. When former soldier Alfred re-enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the 
War’ on Saturday 1 January 1916, he stated that he was aged 39 years and 6 
months, and that his home address was Rashill Cottages, Ash, near Wrotham, 
Kent. He said that he was employed as a Skilled Farm Labourer, having 
previously served for 12 years in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), to which he 
was then again attested. After initially serving at the regimental depot at 
Canterbury, Kent, Alfred was posted to the 9th (Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment) on Wednesday 26 January 1916. He was posted to France 
on Sunday 2 July 1916, and joined the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment) in the field from the 38th Infantry Base Depot, Etaples, Pas de Calais. 
Due to operational requirements Alfred was transferred to the 9th (Service) 
Battalion, Welsh Regiment on Friday 1 September 1916. Two days after being 
transferred to serve in the Welsh Regiment Alfred suffered a gunshot wound to 
his right arm. He was one of the five other ranks of the 9th (Service) Battalion, 
Welsh Regiment who were killed in action on Thursday 2 November 1916 during 
an attack on an enemy position named ‘Bulgar Trench’ which was located near to 
the Somme village of Bouzincourt, some two miles to the north-west of the town 
of Albert as the ‘Battle of the Somme 1916’ entered its final phase. Having later 
resided at “Sunnyside,” Hodsoll Street, Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent, all of the 
relevant official correspondence to Elizabeth Chatfield appertaining to Alfred, was 
addressed to her variously to Rose Cottage, Stanstead Lane, Wrotham, 
Sevenoaks, Kent, and The Malt Hose Farm, Ash, Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Amongst the correspondence entered into between Elizabeth and the various 
authorities, was the conformation of the award of a pension for her and her two 
children Alfred H. Chatfield, and Benjamin L. Chatfield, which was effective from 
Monday 28 May 1917. During the fourth quarter of 1918, Alfred’s widow married 
a Mr. Batridge in the Strood, Kent Registration District. Rose Cottage, Stanstead 
Lane, Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent, where the Chatfield family had at one time 
resided, is now the address of The London Golf Club Developments Ltd. 
 
 
 
 



 

COLE, ABRAHAM. Private, G/9348.  
10th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), (Kent 
County). 
Died Saturday 16 September 1916.  
Born Sevenoaks Weald, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Ash-cum-
Ridley, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of John and Sarah Ann Cole (née Marchant) of Weald, Sevenoaks, Kent.   
Buried Bulls Road Cemetery, Flers, Somme, France. Grave Ref: II. E. 10. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Cole family resided at Eastbrook Cottage, 
Sevenoaks Weald, Kent. Head of the house was 47 year old Sundridge, 
Sevenoaks, Kent native John Cole, who was employed as a Teamster on a farm. 
Abraham was recorded by the census enumerator as being 5 years old, which if 
correct would mean that he was about 20 years of age at the time of his death. 
Abraham was one of only two other ranks serving in the 10th (Service) Battalion, 
Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), (Kent County), who were killed in 
action on Saturday 16 September 1916. His battalion had moved into a reserve 
position called ‘York Trench’ on Friday 15 September 1916, prior to moving to 
‘Carlton Trench’ and standing by for an attack on the Somme village of Flers. At 
approximately 1000 hours on Saturday 16 September 1916, the battalion 
received orders to move forward, and by the afternoon it had held a position 
called ‘Switch Trench.’ At the time of Abraham’s death, his parents resided at 
Man’s Farm, West Yoke, Ash-cum-Ridley, Sevenoaks, Kent. The other soldier 
who fell; 27 year old Chart Sutton, Maidstone, Kent native Frederick Foster is at 
rest at Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, Longueval, Somme, France. 
 
DEDMAN, ALFRED. No clear trace. The Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission commemorates only three casualties named Alfred Dedman during 
the Great War. Five other casualties have the surname Deadman, one of whom 
when checking other data sources appears to be arguably the best match, and 
as such is possibly the man commemorated on the Ash-cum-Ridley, Kent civic 
war memorial, he being the following soldier:- 
DEADMAN, ALFRED. Private, G/10997. 
2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Died Saturday 9 September 1916.  Aged 42. 
Born Northfleet, Kent. Enlisted Woolwich, Kent. 
Son of the late John Deadman of Northfleet, Kent. 
Buried Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: IX. D. 24. 
Alfred was probably the son of Sarah Jenkins, formerly Deadman, and the 
stepson of James G. Jenkins. At the time of the 1881 census, the 
Jenkins/Deadman family resided at 21, Garden Road, Northfleet, Kent, and at 
the time of the 1891 census was residing at Perry Street, Northfleet, Kent, with 
Alfred being recorded a 6 and 16 years of age respectively. As we have been 
unable to locate a census entry for Alfred on the 1901 census, and whilst purely 
supposition, it might be the case that at the time he was serving in South Africa 
during the Second Boer War, or on other military service elsewhere overseas, as 
his age (if correct) falls into the usual age group for veterans of the Boer War. 



 

HAMILTON, ALEXANDER BROWN. Lieutenant. 
3 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Thursday 8 August 1918. Aged 23. 
Son of Thomas Brown Hamilton and Annie Brown Hamilton of Eastwell Court, 
Ashford, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Arras Flying Services Memorial, Pas de Calais, France, 
and on the Boughton Aluph civic war memorial, Ashford, Kent. 
No. 3 Squadron was one of the three founder squadrons of the Royal Flying 
Corps and was formed on 13 May 1912. The Squadron took over the aircraft of 
No. 2 (Aeroplane) Company at Larkhill, Wiltshire. It deployed to France as part of 
the British Expeditionary Force in August 1914 on reconnaissance duties. Late in 
1917, Sopwith Camels were received and the squadron became a fighter/scout 
unit. Prior to the Armistice in 1918, the squadron had claimed 120 victories. 
Following the cessation of hostilities the squadron was disbanded, but reformed 
a few years later. The Hamilton family had resided at Idley Court, Ash-cum-
Ridley, Sevenoaks, Kent prior to moving to live at Eastwell, Ashford, Kent. 
Thomas Brown Hamilton was recorded as having resided at Court Lodge Farm, 
Eastwell Ashford, Kent, when he died on 9 March 1937. 
 
JAMES, WILLIAM ALFRED. Sapper, 19446.  
7th Division Signal Company, Royal Engineers. 
Died Sunday 9 May 1915. Aged 25. (Please see below). 
Born and enlisted Chatham, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. L. James of 15, Ewart Road, Chatham, Kent.  
Husband of Emily Pratt (formerly James) (née Parker) of Ash Street, Ash-cum-
Ridley, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Le Touret Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 1. 
William was posted to France on 2 January 1915 with the Royal Engineers. It is 
possible that William’s age at the time of his death as shown above, which was 
extracted from his Commonwealth War Graves Commission commemoration 
details, might be incorrect. The birth of a William Alfred James was recorded in 
the Medway, Kent Registration during the first quarter of 1892. A matching 1901 
census entry records William as being the 9 year old son of Henry B James and 
Louisa James. Head of the house at Hope Street, Chatham, Kent was William’s 
father  48 year old Chislehurst, Kent native Henry B James, who was employed 
as a General Labourer. 
 
McPHEE, Angus. The CWGC ‘Debt of Honour’ commemorates a total of nine 
Angus or A McPhee’s. O/SDGW records thirteen casualties, of which only one 
has an obvious (albeit tenuous) Kent connection, he being the following soldier:- 
McPHEE, Angus. Private, S/7191. 
1/8th (Service) Battalion, Argyll & Sutherland Highlanders (Princess Louise’s).  
Died Thursday 17 May 1917. Aged 21. 
Born Archatton, Argylshire. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. Resided Creagan, Argylshire. 
Buried Aubigny-en-Artois Communal Cemetery Extension, Pas de Calais, 
France. Grave Ref: III. J. 49. 



 

 

 
JENKINS, JAMES. Private, 8080. (Served as). 
No. 3 Company, 1st Battalion, Coldstream Guards.  
Died Monday 28 January 1918. Aged 31. 
Born Cannock, Staffordshire. Enlisted Sheffield, Yorkshire. Resided Ash-Cum-
Ridley, Sevenoaks, Kent  
Husband of Emily Harrison Jenkins (née Ling) of 28, Dorset Gardens, Brighton, 
Sussex. 
Buried St. Peter and St. Paul Churchyard, Ash-Cum-Ridley, Kent. 
Grave Ref: North-West of Church, near North boundary. 
CHARLES DARE had used the alias JAMES JENKINS when he enlisted in the 
army for 3 years with the Colours and 9 years in the Reserve on Wednesday 7 
October 1908, and stated that he was 22 years and 6 months old, and employed 
as a Groom. He joined the Coldstream Guards at Caterham, Surrey on 9 October 
1908. He married Miss Emily Harrison Ling at the parish church of St. Margaret, 
Hardwick, Norfolk on Tuesday 29 April 1913. He was posted to serve in France 
as a Lance Corporal with the Coldstream Guards on Thursday 13 August 1914, 
which would be indicative of him having been serving in the 2nd Battalion of the 
regiment at that time. Suffering with Pulmonary Tuberculosis, James was 
discharged from the Coldstream Guards on Friday 10 November 1916. 



 

The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

Lost Man 
 

HUTTON, ANDREW DONALD. Captain. 
15th (Service) Battalion, Highland Light Infantry, (1st Glasgow). 
Died Monday 3 July 1916. Aged 22. 
Born Alyth, Perthshire. 
Son of the Reverend John Alexander Hutton, M.A., D.D., and Margaret Cameron 
Hutton of Ash, Sevenoaks, Kent, and of 21, Kensington Gate, Glasgow, W. 
Buried Bouzincourt Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: II. B. 3.  
Prior to the Great War, Andrew had obtained an M.A., from Glasgow University. 
Andrew was posted to France on 23 Lieutenant 1915, at which time he was 
serving as a Temporary Lieutenant in the 15th (Service) Battalion, Highland Light 
Infantry, (1st Glasgow). At rest in grave II. B. 4. (next to Andrew) and in grave II. 
B. 5. at Bouzincourt Communal Cemetery Extension, are two fellow officers the 
15th (Service) Battalion, Highland Light Infantry, who also fell during the same 
attack at the Somme village of Authille on Monday 3 July 1916, which cost 
Andrew his life. Brothers, 41 year old Lieutenant James Lyall, the son of John 
and Maria Lyall, who was the husband of Mary Lyall of 11, Winston Avenue, 
Broomhill, Glasgow, and 39 year old Lieutenant Archibald Lyall, the husband of 
Ann Lyall of 6, Granby Terrace, Glasgow. It seems a bit odd that Andrew was not 
commemorated on the Ash-cum-Ridley civic war memorial, as the Hutton family 
resided at Ash for several years. Andrew’s father John Alexander Hutton (1868-
1947) had been a noted Minister of the Westminster Chapel, London, and was 
the author of several publications which had included ‘The Proposal of Jesus,’ 
(1921) for which arguably he is best remembered as a religious writer.  
 

The Second World War 
1939 – 1945 

 
BENSON, RICHARD STODDART. D.S.O. Captain. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Exmouth. 
Died Monday 21 January 1940. Aged 47. 
Born “Brondesbury,” Hampstead, London 1892.  
Son of Henry Wellington Benson and Clarinda Maud Benson. 
Husband of Cicely Katherine Benson (née Beauchamp) of Meopham, Kent. 
Commemorate on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Panel 36, Column 3, and on 
the Second World War, Royal Navy Gunnery Officers memorial plaque which is 
located in the Officers Mess at H.M.S. Excellent. 
Richard’s birth was recorded in the Hampstead, Middlesex Registration District 
during the fourth quarter of 1892. He was baptised at the parish church of St. 
Cuthbert, West Hampstead, Middlesex on 8 October 1892, at which time the 



 

Benson family resided at 7, St. Cuthbert’s Road, West Hampstead, Middlesex, 
and Henry Wellington Benson was recorded as being a Cigar Merchant. Richard 
married 23 year old Kensington, London native Miss Cicely Katherine 
Beauchamp, the younger daughter of Doctor Lydney Beauchamp and Edith 
Beauchamp, at the parish church of Holy Trinity, Chelsea, Middlesex on 
Saturday 17 November 1917. At the time of their marriage, Richard was recorded 
as being a 25 year old Lieutenant in the Royal Navy, his home address being 74, 
Philbeach Gardens, and Cicely as residing at 8, Welham Street. In 1935, Richard 
was serving as a Captain in the Royal Navy when he was awarded the King 
George V Silver Jubilee Medal, and had been awarded the Distinguished Service 
Order on Saturday 23 December 1939 “For successful actions against enemy 
submarines.” Prior to the Second World War Richard and his family had resided 
as the tenants of Mrs. Campbell, at Ash Manor, Ash-cum-Ridley, Mrs. Campbell 
was the same lady who had generously donated the land for the Ash-cum-Ridley 
civic war memorial shortly after the Great War. Richard was commanding H.M.S. 
Exmouth, an E class 1475 ton destroyer when she was sunk by a G7e torpedo 
on Monday 21 January 1940, the torpedo was fired from the German submarine 
U-22, which was commanded by 30 year old Kapitänleutnant, Karl-Heinrich 
Jenisch, off Tarbett Ness in the Moray Firth east-south-east of Wick, Scotland. 
Kapitänleutnant, Jenisch’s war diary entry reveals that on the night of Monday 21 
January 1941, the U-22 was heading south on the surface, and that it was a very 
dark night. The moon was setting behind the clouds when his crew saw the 
illuminated neutral ships heading North West. While Kapitänleutnant Jenisch was 
looking at them, a blacked-out destroyer (H.M.S. Exmouth), followed by a 
similarly darkened steamship (Cyprian Prince 3), unexpectedly moved into his 
line of sight between the U-boat and the illuminated ships. Had it not been for the 
lights of the neutral ships, he would not have spotted the darkened ships at all. 
Caught by surprise, Karl-Heinrich Jenisch accelerated to try to get into a good 
firing position, but was unable to get ahead of the destroyer. After a pursuit 
lasting almost an hour he fired one torpedo at the destroyer, and a second at the 
steamship. The first torpedo exploded after 2 minutes 35 seconds at 0555 hours 
in the starboard side at the forward magazine, sparking off a tremendous 
secondary explosion and producing thick black smoke. The destroyer sunk with 
the loss of the entire ships company of 189 officers and ratings, within three 
minutes. The Cyprian Prince had herself been missed by a G7e torpedo which 
had been fired at her at 0538 hours by the U-22. The U-22 had left Kiel on 
Monday 15 January 1940, for operations off the Moray Firth, and arrived at 
Wilhelmshaven on Wednesday 24 January 1940, during which time the U-22 had 
also sunk the 1,469 ton Danish vessel Tekla on the same day as sinking H.M.S. 
Exmouth. H.M.S. Exmouth has the unenviable distinction of being the first Royal 
Navy vessel to be sunk during the Second World War with the loss of all hands, 
at which time she was escorting the 1,988 ton British merchant ship Cyprian 
Prince 3 which was commanded by Captain Benjamin T Wilson, and was sailing 
from Aberdeen to the Scapa Flow when she was sunk. Following Richard’s 
death, his widow resided for several years at Ivy Hatch, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
 



 

EVANS, CHARLES FREDERICK. Flight Sergeant (Air Gunner), 1866609. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 356 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Saturday 28 October 1944. Aged 20. 
Son of Sidney Cecil Evans and Beautrice Evans (née Ganden) of Butlers Place, 
Ash, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Ranchi War Cemetery, State of Jharkhand, India. Grave Ref: 9. N. 3. 
Charles’s birth was recorded in the Dartford, Kent Registration District during the 
fourth quarter of 1924. 356 Squadron R.A.F. in which Charles was serving at the 
time of his death was formed at Salbani, Bengal, India on 15 January 1944, and 
was equipped with B-24 Consolidated Liberators bombers the following week. Its 
first operations in June 1944 were meteorological flights which were followed by 
the first bombing missions on 27 July 1944. From its base in India it undertook 
missions against targets in Burma, Sumatra and Malaya plus minelaying sorties 
in Japanese held ports. The squadron moved to the Cocos Islands in July 1945, 
in preparation for the planned invasion of Malaya. Following the dropping of the 
two atomic bombs on Japan, the end of the war came before the invasion was 
carried out, and the squadron performed supply-dropping and transport duties 
until it was disbanded on 15 November 1945. The six crew of the B-24 
Consolidated Liberator on which Charles was a member of the, which was flown 
by 21 year old Sergeant (Pilot), Geoffrey Daniel La’Belle Steel of Newcastle, 
Staffordshire, are all at rest in adjacent graves (graves 9. N. 2. to 9. N. 7.) at 
Ranchi War Cemetery, State of Jharkhand, India. The cemetery where the crew 
are at rest was begun on 1 June 1942 by the army, and used until the end of the 
Second World War. Afterwards graves from isolated positions and small 
inaccessible cemeteries were brought in, and in 1952, more than 200 graves 
were transferred to the cemetery from twelve civil cemeteries. Ranchi is the 
smallest 'concentration' cemetery in India. There are now 704 Commonwealth 
servicemen of the Second World War buried or commemorated in this cemetery. 
 
FARNELL , ERNEST ARTHUR. Flight Sergeant (Navigator), 1390007. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 630 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Friday 31 March 1944. Aged 28. 
Son of Charles Richard Farnell and Laura Helen Farnell (née Brooks). 
Husband of Alfreda Joyce Farnell (née Bevan) of Ash, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Durnbach War Cemetery, Bad Tolz, Bayern, Germany.  
Grave Ref: 6. H. 16.  
Ernest’s birth was recorded in the Dartford, Kent Registration District during the 
second quarter of 1916. His marriage to Laura Helen Brooks was recorded in the 
Dartford, Kent Registration District during the fourth quarter of 1942. Ernest is 
numbered amongst those aircrew of Royal Air Force, Bomber Command who 
lost their lives during the most costly mission to the command of the Second 
World War. Of the force dispatched on the raid to Nürnberg, Germany almost 
twelve percent failed to return back from it to the United Kingdom. At 2227 hours 
on Thursday 30 March 1944, Lancaster bomber JB288 LE-H of 630 Squadron, 
Royal Air Force was being flown by Flying Officer (Pilot), Allan G.G. Johnson 
R.A.F. (V.R.) from Nassau in the Bahamas, when it took off from R.A.F. East 



 

Kirby, Spilsby, Lincolnshire, with Ernest amongst the aircrafts seven crew. The 
Lancaster was in a mixed bomber force numbering 795 aircraft, which was 
comprised of 572 Lancasters, 214 Halifaxes and 9 Mosquitos. Unfortunately for 
the crews of the attacking bombers, the German controller had kept his head and 
ignored all the diversions which had been employed, and assembled his fighters 
at two radio beacons which happened to be astride the route to Nürnberg. The 
first enemy fighter aircraft appeared just before the bombers reached the Belgian 
border, and a fierce battle in the moonlight which then ensued lasted for the next 
hour. A staggering 82 R.A.F. bombers were lost on the outward route and whilst 
near the designated target area, Ernest’s aircraft being one of them. The action 
was again further reduced on the return flight, when fortunately most of the 
German fighters had to land, but a total of 95 bombers were lost in all, they being  
64 Lancasters and 31 Halifaxes. Most of the returning crews reported that they 
had actually bombed Nürnberg, but subsequent research showed that 
approximately 120 of the aircraft which had been deployed on the mission had in 
fact bombed Schweinfurt, some 50 miles to the north-west of Nürnberg. This 
mistake was a result of badly forecast winds causing navigational difficulties, and 
after two of the forces Pathfinder aircraft dropped markers at Schweinfurt which 
were then bombed by aircraft of the main bomber formations. Much of the 
bombing in the Schweinfurt area fell outside the town, and only a couple of 
people were killed in that area. The main raid at Nürnberg was a failure, with 
damage being caused there. The city was covered by thick cloud and a fierce 
cross-wind which developed on the final approach to the target caused many of 
the Pathfinder aircraft to mark to far to the east. A ten mile long creepback also 
developed into the countryside north of Nürnberg. Both Pathfinders and Main 
Force aircraft were under heavy fighter attack throughout the raid, but 
surprisingly little in Nürnberg. This would normally have been the moon stand-
down period for the Main Force, but a raid to the distant target of Nürnberg was 
planned on the basis of an early forecast that there would be protective high 
cloud on the outward route, when the moon would be up, but that the target area 
would be clear for ground-marked bombing. A Meteorological Flight R.A.F. 
Mosquito carried out a reconnaissance flight, and reported that the protective 
cloud was unlikely to be present and that there could be cloud over the target, 
but despite this report the raid was not cancelled. Ernest’s aircraft was outbound 
when it was shot down by a night-fighter, and crashed at Altendorf, Minden, 
Germany on the eastern side of the Donau-Regnitz Canal, four kilometres north-
west of Eggolsheim. Four of the Lancasters crew were killed in the resultant 
crash, they being Ernest, Allan G.G. Johnson, Flight Sergeant (Wireless 
Operator Air) Arthur H. McGill, and 23 year old Sergeant (Air Gunner) William E. 
France. It was noted that the four are at rest in adjacent graves in the cemetery, 
although the site for Durnbach War Cemetery was chosen, shortly after hostilities 
had ceased, by officers of the British Army and Air Force, in conjunction with 
officers of the American Occupation Forces in whose zone Durnbach lay. The 
great majority of those buried here are airmen shot down over Bavaria, 
Wurtemberg, Austria, Hessen and Thuringia, brought from their scattered graves 
by the Army Graves Service. 



 

HENNELL, DAVID BARCLAY. Captain, 198377. 
King’s Royal Rifle Corps. 
Died Sunday 6 June 1943. Aged 32. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of the late Reverend Harold Barclay Hennell, and of Ethel Mary A. Hennell 
(née Thomas) of Pelham Court, Pelham Gardens, Folkestone, Kent. 
Buried St. Peter and St. Paul Churchyard, Ash-cum-Ridley, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Hennell brothers’ parents resided at the 
Rectory, Ash-cum-Ridley, when his father a native of Forest Hill, London was 
aged 35, and his mother a native of Milton Keynes, Buckinghamshire was aged 
24. David’s birth was recorded in the Dartford, Kent Registration District during 
the fourth quarter of 1910. It was announced in The London Gazette on Tuesday 
29 July 1941, that the then Cadet, David Barclay Hennell was commissioned as 
a Second Lieutenant in the King’s Royal Rifle Corps with effect from Saturday 19 
July 1941. David was the brother of the next casualty briefly commemorated 
below, he died in hospital and his death was recorded in the Tonbridge, Kent 
Registration District during the second quarter of 1943. 
 

 
HENNELL, THOMAS BARCLAY. Lieutenant. 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. H.M.S. President. 
Died Monday 5 November 1945. 
Born Ridley, Sevenoaks, Kent Thursday 16 April 1903. 
Son of the late Reverend Harold Barclay Hennell, and of Ethel Mary A. Hennell 
(née Thomas) of Pelham Court, Pelham Gardens, Folkestone, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 82, Column 1, as shown 
on the photograph above. 
The Artist and Author Thomas Hennell A.R.W.S. studied at the Regent Street 
Polytechnic, and qualified as a Teacher after which he taught for a number of 
years. Thomas spent some time researching his book ‘Change in the Farm’ 
recording the changing scenes of rural life in Britain and Ireland in both words 
and pictures. In the early 1930’s he suffered a nervous breakdown and became 
an inmate at the Maudsley Hospital. Following his discharged from Maudsley, 
after encouragement and persuasion by the artist Edward Bawden, he wrote ‘The 
Wilderness’ which was lucid account of his illness. At the outbreak of the Second 
World War in 1939 he wrote to the War Artists Advisory Committee offering his 
services as an artist. Following the death of the war artist, 39 year old Captain 
Eric Ravilious A.R.C.A. (Royal Marines) on Wednesday 2 September 1942, it left 
a vacancy among war artists and Thomas was appointed by Sir Kenneth Clark to 
take his place. Thomas travelled to Iceland, France and was finally sent to the 
Far East, where he died in mysterious circumstances at Sourabaya, Indonesia on 
Monday 5 November 1945, at which time Thomas was the third war artist of the 
war to die on active service. Various commentators have made remarks that 
Thomas’s was a countryman’s vision of the landscape, focusing on the activities 
of the farm, such as day to day activities such as hedging, threshing and baling, 



 

clearing orchards and the like. In June 1944, the War Artists Advisory Committee 
sent many of its artists to France, to witness and record first hand D-Day and the 
Normandy invasion. After painting images of the preparation for invasion in Allied 
bases in England Thomas arrived in Normandy on Friday 16 June 1944, just as 
the Allied breakout from the coast commenced. The breakout lasted well into 
August, with vicious and desperate fighting leaving devastation all across the 
French summer countryside. Following the Allies sometimes only a few miles 
behind the front line Hennell recorded the aftermath of the towns caught in the 
wake of destruction. He painted images such as the captured V-bomb launch 
sites, German coastal defences, Pegasus Bridge and several scenes around 
Nijmegen. In Burma he painted scenes of the liberated British soldiers and their 
prison camps. At the end of the war he stayed on with friends in Indonesia, 
where he was caught up in the Indonesian uprising against the Dutch. In 
November 1945 Lieutenant Thomas Hennell was officially reported missing. 
There were reports that he was mistaken for Dutch and held hostage before 
being killed by hostile Indonesians in the jungle, but nothing was substantiated 
and the actual reason for his demise still remains a mystery. In death just as in 
life, this talented artist remained enigmatic. Thankfully, several important both 
war and peacetime examples of Thomas’s art are in the safekeeping of the 
Ministry of Defence Art Collection, whilst others are at the Imperial War Museum, 
London, and on public display. Painted in 1941 is ‘Cutting an old orchard,’ 
mention is made of same because it depicts an orchard at Ridley, Kent. 
Published by the Cambridge University Press on Friday 27 January 1989, the 
book ‘Thomas Hennell: Countryman, Artist and Writer,’ written by Michael 
MacLeod, is the book to read for anybody wanting to learn in depth more about 
Thomas, whose talents were sadly terminated prematurely in November 1945. 
 

 
HOLLANDS , FREDERICK RICHARD WINTON. Stoker 1st Class, C/KX 120816. 
Royal Navy, H.M. Motor Launch. 262. 
Died Sunday 28 March 1942. Aged 24. 
Born Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Albert Hollands and Agnes Hollands (née Winton). 
Husband of Stella Minnie Grace Hollands (née Lloyd) of Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 62. Column 1. 
Frederick’s birth was recorded in the Malling, Kent Registration District during the 
third quarter of 1917. His marriage to Stella Minnie Grace Lloyd was recorded in 
the Dartford, Kent Registration District during the third quarter of 1939. Frederick 
lost his life during the famous St. Nazaire Raid which was carried out on Sunday 
28 March 1942, which has become known as “the greatest raid of all.” Code-
named ‘Operation Chariot,’ it was led by the first Royal Navy warship to be called 
H.M.S. Campbeltown, and it was so successful and so heroic that it resulted in 
the award of five Victoria Crosses and eighty other decorations for gallantry. Two 
of the Victoria Crosses (both posthumous) that were awarded, were to crew 
members of the Motor Launches. It should also be noted that the small, wooden 



 

motor launches suffered terribly during the raid, and of the 16 that had set out 
only four returned to Devonport on Tuesday 30 March 1942. H.M. Motor Launch 
262 on which Frederick was serving at the time of his death, was a 73 ton former 
Free French Navy vessel, which was maneuvered in the crossfire, carnage and 
chaos at the height of the raid, to land Commandos ashore at the old Mole under 
very heavy and concentrated enemy fire. Of the 611 personnel who took part in 
‘Operation Chariot,’ 169 lost their lives, 215 were captured and became prisoners 
of war, and 227 returned home. Of those who were lost their lives during the raid, 
64 were Commandos, and 105 were naval personnel.  
 
LEAVEY, DENNIS GEORGE PATRICK. Captain, 90278. 
‘A’ Squadron, 4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards, serving with the 5th Royal 
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards. Royal Armoured Corps. 
Died Friday 28 July 1944. Aged 33. 
Born South East London. Resided Kent. 
Son of George Edmund Leavey and Marion Louise Leavey (née Mace) of South 
Ash Manor, Ash-cum-Ridley, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Husband of Mary Alicia Leavey (née Miller) of Fareham, Hampshire.  
Buried Bayeux War Cemetery, Calvados, France. Grave Ref: II. L. 7. 
Pre war member of the 4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards. (The First and Last). 
Dennis birth was recorded in the Greenwich, London Registration District during 
the first quarter of 1911. His marriage to Mary Alicia Miller was recorded in the 
Gosport, Hampshire Registration District during the first quarter of 1944. In 1922 
the large reductions in strength of the army brought about widespread 
amalgamation of cavalry regiments. The 4th Royal Irish were combined with the 
7th (Princess Royal’s) Dragoon Guards to form the 4th/7th Dragoon Guards, 
while the 5th and 6th amalgamated to form, initially the 5th/6th Dragoons, but in 
1927 this was changed to the 5th Inniskilling Dragoon Guards. In the mid-1930s 
the title ‘Royal’ was awarded to both Regiments. 1938 brought about 
mechanisation for both regiments, both being initially equipped with 4.5 ton two-
man MK2 Light Tanks. Only one year after mechanisation came mobilisation and 
the start of the Second World War. The two regiments were the first armoured 
units to be deployed to France in support of the British Expeditionary Force, 
fighting side-by-side in the desperate but gallant fighting withdrawal to Dunkirk. 
Both regiments spent the next four years training and re-equipping with heavier 
tanks in preparation for the D-Day landings. In 1940 a cadre of men from both 
regiments was formed which was to be the nucleus of a newly raised Cavalry 
Regiment, the 22nd Dragoons, but the 22nd Dragoons were disbanded after the 
war. On D-Day, the specially prepared waterproofed tanks of the 4th/7th Royal 
Dragoon Guards (DD Tanks) were the first tanks ashore. As part of the Eighth 
Armoured Brigade, the 4th/7th were the first armour to cross the River Seine and 
led the rescue column to Arnhem by the XXX Army in September 1944. It was 
noticed by veterans of the 4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards that Dennis was not 
included in the 1992 Casualty List compiled for the regiment or ‘The First and 
Last,’ nor for the Regimental History. Concerned with same the matter was 
raised with H.H.Q., and they had replied that Captain Leavey served with the 



 

regiment before the Second World War, but at the time of his death he was 
serving with the 5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards, and that his family 
requested that his headstone should bear the badge of his old regiment the 
4th/7th Royal Dragoon Guards. There was little actual fighting in the town of 
Bayeux, although it was the first French town of importance to be liberated. 
Bayeux War Cemetery where Dennis is at rest is the largest Commonwealth 
cemetery of the Second World War in France, and contains burials brought in 
from the surrounding districts and from hospitals that were located nearby. 
 

 
SMITH, CHARLES GEORGE. Petty Officer Stoker, C/K 66780. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Candytuft. (K 09) 
Died Wednesday 10 September 1941. Aged 35. 
Son of Sidney Smith and Alice Jane Smith (née Gregory) of “Rose Cottage,” 
Gravesend Road, Ash-cum-Ridley, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Husband of Lena K. Smith (née Elliott) of Gillingham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 46. Column 3, as shown 
on the photograph above. 
Charles married Miss Lena K. Elliott in the Medway, Kent Registration District 
during the first quarter of 1935. On Tuesday 9 September 1941 in the North 
Atlantic, whilst escorting convoy HX 148, the Flower class corvette H.M.S. 
Candytuft, commanded by Lieutenant-Commander Frank Bentley Collinson, 
R.D., R.N.R. (retired) suffered a boiler explosion which occurred within twenty 
four hours of her leaving Reykjavik, Iceland where she had docked for a major 
refit. Fourteen men were killed and eleven injured as a result of the explosion, 
one of whom was Charles. H.M.S. Candytuft was then successfully taken in tow, 
and repairs to her were completed at New York, U.S.A. in February 1942. She 
was acquired by the United States Navy on Wednesday 4 March 1942 at New 
York, and was commissioned in the United States Navy after a refit on Thursday 
11 June 1942, and became the U.S.S. Tenacity. She survived the Second World 
War and was decommissioned at Harwich, Essex on Wednesday 22 August 
1945 and handed back to the Royal Navy on Sunday 26 August 1945. Being 
surplus to British Admiralty post war requirements H.M.S. Candytuft was sold on 
Tuesday 9 July 1946. She became the merchant ship Maw Hwa in 1947. Having 
retired on Tuesday 3 August 1937, Lieutenant-Commander Frank Bentley 
Collinson served in the Second World War and commanded Charles’s ship from 
Wednesday 28 August 1940. He later commanded the Flower class corvette 
H.M.S. Oxlip from Monday 3 November 1941 to May 1942. From Thursday 1 
October 1942 to Saturday 5 May 1945, Lieutenant-Commander Collinson 
commanded the 1,357 ton frigate H.M.S. Test, and whilst in command of her was 
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross on Tuesday 30 November 1943. 
 
 
 
 



 

WHITE, TOMMY. Private, 6290311. 
The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
Died Thursday 7 October 1943. Aged 25. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Harry White and Alice Rosa White of Ash, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Buried Bari War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: X. C. 28. 
 
SHARMAN, MARGARET JANE. Civilian casualty. 
Died Friday 4 October 1940. Aged 10. 
Daughter of Henry Harold Sharman and Lily Sharman (née Bassett) of 18, 
Butlers Place, West Yoke, Ash Road, Ash, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Margaret’s birth was registered in the Dartford, Kent Registration District during 
the fourth quarter of 1930. She died during a bomb blast at 17, Butlers Place, 
Ash, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
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BOOKER, GEORGE WILLIAM. Lance Corporal, 5343754. 
5th Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment. 
Died Monday 14 August 1944. Aged 28. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of George William Booker and Clara Booker (née Divall). 
Husband of Maud Alice Booker (née Gregory) of Ash, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Tilly-sur-Seulles War Cemetery, Calvados, France. Grave Ref: V. D. 10.  
 
JAMES, ELSIE VIOLETTA. Civilian casualty. 
Died Friday 10 November 1944. Aged 55. 
Daughter of the late Heber Edmund Howard and Violetta Howard (née Tucker) of 
Revelstone, Olton, Warwickshire. 
Widow of Victor Francis James of Manns Farm House, Ash-cum-Ridley, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Elsie died at her home “Haven Manor,” Fairseat, Sevenoaks, Kent when it 
received a direct hit by a German V1 flying bomb which destroyed the property. 
Her death was recorded in the Dartford, Kent Registration District during the 
fourth quarter of 1944. 
 
OVENDEN, ELLEN. Civilian casualty. 
Died Friday 6 September 1940. Aged 59. 
Widow of I. H. Ovenden of The Venture, Hodsoll Street, Ash, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Ellen died of her injuries whilst she was receiving treatment at the County 
Hospital, Dartford, Kent. Her death was recorded in the Dartford, Kent 
Registration District during the third quarter of 1940.  
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 



 

 
 



 

 

  


