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Aylesham Cemetery 
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ARMSTRONG, GERALD GORDON. Sergeant (Pilot), R/61790. 
Royal Canadian Air Force. 9 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Thursday 27 November 1941. Aged 23. 
Son of Gordon William Armstrong and Martha Henrietta Armstrong of Macoun, 
Saskatchewan, Canada. 
Grave Ref: Block O. Row A. Grave 3. 
Commemorated on page 22 of the Canadian Second World War Book of 
Remembrance.  
Gerald was amongst the six man crew of Whitley bomber X3287 WS-? which 
was flown by Sergeant (Pilot) W.T. Ramey, R.C.A.F. The Whitley, which had 
taken off from R.A.F. Honington, Suffolk at 1713 hours, was on the return leg of a 
raid on Düsseldorf, Germany, when the starboard engine caught fire over the 
Dutch coast. Off the coast of Herne Bay, Kent, the aircraft was abandoned, but 
Gerald, and 21 year old Sergeant (Air Gunner) Peter Bilsborough, of Shipley, 
Yorkshire were both drowned. Three other members of the crew were injured 
and were all treated at the Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital, Herne Bay, Kent. 
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CASEY, RAYMOND FRANCIS. Warrant Officer Class II (Pilot), R/54313. 
Royal Canadian Air Force. 35 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 14 July 1942. Aged 24. 
Son of John J. Casey and Mary M. Casey of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 
Grave Ref: Block O. Row B. Grave 3. 
Commemorated on page 63 of the Canadian Second World War Book of 
Remembrance.  
Raymond was the pilot of Halifax bomber W1154  TL-A, which took of at 2355 
hours from R.A.F. Linton-on-Ouse on 13 July 1942, to take part in a raid on 
Duisburg, Germany. Shortly after bombing the target area the port engine of the 
aircraft failed, after which the aircraft got progressively more difficult to handle. 
After the Halifax had crossed over the Kent coast, Raymond then ordered his 
crew to bale out, but he and 18 year old Sergeant (Flight Engineer) John 
Williams of Caersws, Montgomeryshire, Wales remained in the stricken bomber, 
in an attempt to save the aircraft, but they were both killed when the aircraft 
crashed into a wood near Canterbury, Kent at 0400 hours on 14 July 1942. 
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DAVENPORT, JOHN JOSEPH. Sergeant (Air Observer), R/62265. 
408 Squadron, Royal Canadian Air Force. 
Died 13 April 1942. Aged 21. 
Son of Michael John and Marie Crawley Davenport, of Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan, Canada. 
Grave Ref: Block O. Row A. Grave 2. 
Commemorated on page 68 of the Canadian Second World War Book of 
Remembrance. 
John had been an employee of the Royal Bank of Canada since September 
1938. He enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force from Imperial, Saskatchewan, 
Canada. John received his Observer's wing at Rivers, Manitoba, Canada on 9 
July 1941, and went overseas by plane a short while later. For details appertaing 
to John’s death, please see the brief commemoration in rememberance of 
William Ian Meech, who is also at rest in Aylesham Cemetery. 
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HALLIDAY , RICHARD ARTHUR GEORGE. Sergeant, 407426. 
457 Squadron, Royal Australian Air Force.  
Died 9 May 1942. Aged 27. 
Born Adelaide, South Australia 16 March 1915. 
Son of Richard Blair Halliday and Maggie Muriel Halliday. 
Husband of Una Joyce Halliday of Springton, South Australia. 
Grave Ref: Block O. Row B. Grave 2. 
Commemorated on the Australian National War Memorial. Panel 106, and on the 
Port Lincoln Roll of Honour. 
Richard enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force at Colonel Light Gardens, 
Adelaide, South Australia on 12 October 1940. Prior to enlisting in the Royal 
Australian Air Force, Richard was Student of the Baptist Church. At the time of 
his death, his Spitfire equipped squadron was based at R.A.F. Redhill, Surrey, 
patrolling over south east England, the English Channel, France and Belgium. 
Richard’s death was registered in the Thanet, Kent, Registration District during 
the second quarter of 1942, it probably being indicative that his body was 
recovered from the English Channel somewhere  in the Isle of Thanet area. 
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JOHNS, RUSSELL ARCHIE. Sergeant (Air Gunner), 402710. 
Royal Australian Air Force. 460 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 30 July 1942. Aged 21. 
Born Sydney, New South Wales, Australia 21 April 1921. 
Son of the late Archie Robert Johns and Elsie May Johns of 39 Lord Street, 
Roseville, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia. 
Grave Ref: Block O. Row B. Grave 4. 
Commemorated on the Australian National War Memorial. Panel 107, and on the 
Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, Roll of Honour. 
Prior to enlisting in the Royal Australian Air Force on 12 October 1940, Russell 
had been employed as a Salesman. He was the Rear Gunner of Wellington 
bomber Z1343  UV-Y which was attacked by a Messerschmitt ME110 during a 
raid on Saarbrucken, Germany. The pilot of the Wellington Sergeant R.A. 
Brittingham, R.A.A.F who had taken off from R.A.F. Breighton, Selby, North 
Yorkshire at 2309 hours the previous night, landed it safely at R.A.F. Manston, 
Kent at 0420 hours on 30 July 1942. Russell was the sole fatality on the aircraft. 
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LOTT, ERNEST JOHN. Sapper, 2008810. 
Royal Engineers. 
Died Sunday 3 April 1943. Aged 25.  
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Arthur Frederick and Lily Louise Lott of Dover, Kent. 
Grave Ref: Plot D. Grave 45. 
It was learned that Ernest had ‘Died by his own hand.’ Ernest’s body was found 
in the Bishopsbourne railway tunnel near Canterbury, Kent on the morning of 
Sunday 3 April 1943, having been struck by a train. The East Kent Coroner, Mr. 
Rutley Mowll held an inquest at the Lions Head, Public House, The Street, 
Bishopsbourne, Canterbury, Kent, and having taken evidence from a number of 
people, he issued a verdict that “Sapper Lott had committed suicide while the 
balance of his mind was disturbed.” It seems both somewhat ironic and sad, that 
prior to enlisting for military service, Ernest had been employed as a Railway 
Shunter at Dover, Kent. 
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MARSHALL , KENNETH. Private, 14880655. 
Royal Army Medical Corps. 
Died 27 January 1947. 
Grave Ref: Plot DK. Grave 3. 
Kenneth’s death was registered in the Thanet, Kent, Registration District during 
the first quarter of 1947. 
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MEECH, WILLIAM IAN. Flight Sergeant (Pilot), R/62957. 
408 Squadron, Royal Canadian Air Force. 
Died 13 April 1942. Aged 21. 
Son of Lloyd Remington Meech and Mary Josephine Meech of North Sydney, 
Nova Scotia, Canada. 
Grave Ref: Block O. Row B. Grave 1.  
Commemorated on page 98 of the Canadian Second World War Book of 
Remembrance. 
William was the pilot of Hampden bomber AT120  EQ-? which took of from 
R.A.F. Balderton, Nottinghamshire at 2129 on the night of 12 April 1942, to take 
part in a raid on Essen. A radio transmission was last made with the Hampden by 
R.A.F. Heston, Hounslow, Middlesex, at 0422 hours on 13 April, after which it 
was presumed to have crashed in the sea. The bodies of William, and Sergeant 
(Air Observer) John Davenport were eventually washed ashore, and both were 
laid to rest at Aylesham Cemetery. The bodies of 20 year old Flight Sergeant 
George Lantz of Port Williams, King's County, Nova Scotia, Canada, and that of 
31 year old Flight Sergeant Gordon Wilkie of North Sidney, Nova Scotia, Canada 
were not recovered, and both are commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. 
The loss of the four men was the first all Royal Canadian Air Force crew to be 
lost by 408 Squadron, during the Second World War. 
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WESTBURY, GEORGE. Volunteer. 
5th Kent (Wingham) Battalion, Home Guard. 
Died 3 July 1940. Aged 29. 
Son of George Thomas Westbury and of Harriet Westbury of Leeds, Yorkshire. 
Grave Ref: Plot DF. Grave 9. 
Unfortunately, as can be seen on the photograph above, George has been 
eroniously commemorated on his headstone as H. WESTBURY. The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission commemoration of George is correct. 
George’s birth was registered in the Pontefract, Yorkshire, Registration District 
during the first quarter of 1911. His death was registered in the Eastry, Kent, 
Registration District during the third quarter of 1940. 
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WHITEFORD, CYRIL JOHN LEYLAND. Sergeant (Pilot), 777650. 
Royal Air Force. 41 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 13 October 1941. Aged 22. 
Born Worcester Cape, South Africa 12 March 1919. 
Son of Major V. J. Whiteford, and Mrs. Whiteford of Bulawayo, Southern 
Rhodesia. 
Grave Ref: Block O. Row A. Grave 1. 
Commemorated on the Plumtree School, Zimbabwe, Roll of Honour. 
Cyril entered Milner House, Plumtree School, Rhodesia in 1932. He was a Lance 
Corporal in Cadets in 1936. At the school he was a keen sportsman, including 
being a Marksman, 1933-36; Shooting VII, 1936 (Colours); Rugby 2nd XV, 1934-
35; Cricket Under 15, 1932; Inter-School Boxing Team, 1932-1933; Hockey 1st 
XI, 1935. As a 16 year old Student, Cyril had arrived at Southampton on 29 April 
1935, having travelled from Durban, South Africa as a passenger onboard the 
12,975 ton Union-Castle Mail Steamship Company Ltd ship, Kenilworth Castle. 
Prior to his death, Cyril had served in 41 Squadron, Royal Air Force since 27 
August 1941. Based at R.A.F. Merston, Sussex, Cyril was killed whilst flying 
Spitfire V, R7258, which failed to return from an offensive sweep having been 
shot down by enemy Messerschmitt Bf109’s off the coast of Boulogne-sur-Mer, 
Pas de Calais, France while escorting Blenheims to Arcques. Cyril’s death was 
registered in the Thanet, Kent, Registration District during the last quarter of 
1941, it probably being indicative that his body was recovered from the English 
Channel somewhere  in the Isle of Thanet area. 
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WILLIAMS , WILLIAM HENRY. Lieutenant (A). 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Daedalus. 825 Squadron, Naval Air Squadron. 
Died 12 February 1942. Aged 30. 
Grave Ref: Block O. Row A. Grave 4. 
Commemorated on The Channel Dash Memorial, Ramsgate, Kent. 
Led by William’s pilot, Lieutenant-Commander Eugene Esmonde D.S.O., on 12 
February 1942, six Swordfish aircraft from 825 Squadron of the Fleet Air Arm 
departed from Manston, Kent at 1230 hours on Operation “Fuller.” The Swordfish 
targets were the German battle-cruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau which had 
took shelter at the French port of Brest on 28 March 1941, after a raiding 
excursion in the North Atlantic. There they were joined by the cruiser Prinz 
Eugen, which had accompanied the battleship Bismarck on her fateful sortie into 
the Atlantic. The German ships had departed from Brest en-route to the English 
Channel, to destroy allied convoys in the Atlantic, escorted by 6 destroyers, 40 
flak ships and in excess of 200 aircraft. Against all odds, the Fleet Air Arm 
aircrews managed to complete their attack, but without major damage to the 
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enemy ships. All six of the aircraft were destroyed, and of the 18 air crew who 
took part, only 5 survived the operation. In addition to Eugene Esmonde, and 
William who was the Observer, 22 year old Petty Officer (Airman) William John 
Clinton was the Radio Operator/Rear Gunner of Swordfish W5984 ‘H’. During the 
suicidal attack on the German vessels, tracer bullets set fire to the tail of Eugene 
Esmonde’s Swordfish. Spitfire pilot Flight Lieutenant Michael Crombie, reported 
he was aghast to see a crew member (William Clinton) climb out of his cockpit 
and crawl along the back of the fuselage to the tail, where he beat out the flames 
with his hands. By the time that William Clinton had eased himself back to his 
cockpit they were over the outer screen of the flak ships, and the German 
Battleships main 11 inch guns came into action. Belching smoke and flame they 
laid down a barrage that sent spray splashing into the low flying and now limping 
aircraft. One shell burst right in front of Eugene Esmonde’ s aircraft, and it shot 
away the lower port wing, the Swordfish shuddered and dipped, but miraculously 
Eugene Esmonde managed to kept it flying. With blood pouring from wounds in 
his head and back, Eugene Esmonde hung onto the controls, holding his course 
steady for his attack on the Prinz Eugen. With his last ounce of strength, Eugene 
Esmonde pulled the nose of his plane up, and released his torpedo, just before a 
direct hit blew his Swordfish to pieces. The torpedo was easily avoided and 
sailed past his target harmlessly. In the rear cockpit lay his crew, both having 
been killed in the last attack by a Focke-Wulf Fw 190. Lieutenant-Commander 
Eugene Esmonde was awarded a posthumous Victoria Cross. His body was 
recovered from the River Medway in Kent, and he is buried at Woodlands 
Cemetery, Gillingham, Kent. William John Clinton is at rest at St. Martin 
Churchyard Extension, Ruislip, Middlesex, where he had been buried with full 
military honours. In addition to the Victoria Cross awarded to Eugene Esmonde, 
Four Distinguished Service Orders, and one Conspicuous Gallantry Medal were 
awarded to survivors of the first flight. As can be seen on the photograph above 
of William’s headstone, his younger brother Stanley is commemorated as having 
died on 29 December 1947, resultant of his service in the Royal Air Force during 
the Second World War. As the cut-off date for the official commemoration of 
Second World War casualties by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, 
is 31 December 1947, at the time of adding the Aylesham Cemetery tributes on 
this website, we have started the process of attempting to get Stanley Williams 
officially commemorated as a Royal Air Force victim of the Second World War.  
 


