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Biggin Hill & Cudham 
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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

 
ABRAHAM , E. No trace at this time. A number of checks have been carried out 
in an attempt to ascertain the identity of this casualty, but all of which was to no 
avail. Variants of both the surname and initial were used during the research 
process which did reveal the following Cudham connection. At the time of the 
1901 census, there was family with the surname Abraham residing at “The 
Transvaal,” Westerham Hill, Kent. Head of the house was 56 year old 
Camberwell, Surrey, native Edward David Abraham who was recorded by the 
census enumerator as being an ‘Own Account’ Caterer. Amongst the seven 
Abraham children shown as being at home on census night, was 20 year old 
Camberwell, Surrey, native Edward John Abraham who was employed as an 
Electrician, and 14 year old Ernest Bugler Abraham who was employed as a 
Shop Assistant, and was also a native of Camberwell, Surrey. Checking SDGW 
showed the deaths of 2126 natives of Camberwell, Surrey, none of whom had 
the surname Abraham, or a variant thereof. The Registers of Seamen's Services 
at the National Archives, revealed that 3086 Royal Navy ratings who were born 
between 1853 and 1923, were natives of Camberwell, but nobody with the 
surname Abraham or similar. Only 4 Great War casualties with the correct initial 
and surname are commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission, but checking various data appertaining to each revealed no 
connection to Cudham/Biggin Hill, or indeed the county of Kent. Although the 
‘Kent Fallen’ team will in the fullness of time carry out far more in-depth and 
exhaustive research on the above casualty, in case he is numbered amongst the 
casualties that died in or resultant of both world wars, who still have no form of 
official commemoration, and if found to be numbered amongst those who sadly 
fall into the category of non-commemorations, we shall of course put his name 
forward for commemoration. Purely speculation on the part of the transcriber of 
these brief commemorations, and should be viewed as such, but it is of course 
possible that one of the two Abraham boys above died, but had served using an 
alias. In view of having the surname Abraham, mention should be made of the 
fact that it was not just during the Second World War, that some British service 
personnel of the Jewish faith served their country using a Noms de Guerre. 
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BATEMAN , HORACE JOHN. Private, G/458. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).  
Died Wednesday 25 August 1915. Aged 20. 
Born Cudham, Kent. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. Resided Westerham Hill, Kent. 
Son of Thomas James Bateman and Mary Ann Bateman (née Lettington) of 1, 
Lily Cottages, Westerham Hill, Kent. 
Buried Pont-De-Nieppe Communal Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: I.A.2. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Bateman family was residing at Westerham 
Hill, Kent. Head of the house was 39 year old Cudham, Kent native Thomas 
James Bateman, who was employed as a General Labourer. When Horace 
enlisted in the army on 29 August 1914, he stated that he was aged 19 years and 
5 months, and that he was employed as a Farm Hand who resided with his 
parents at 1, Lily Cottages, Westerham Hill, Kent. On 1 September 1914, Horace 
was posted from the Regimental Depot of the Queen's Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment), at Maidstone, Kent, to the 6th (Service) Battalion of his regiment. 
Following service in the United Kingdom, Horace was posted to France on 1 
June 1915, where he died of wounds on 25 August 1915. An official letter dated 
25 February 1920 was sent to Horace’s father, informing him that Horace had 
been buried at the Pont-De-Nieppe Communal Cemetery, Nord, France. 
Amongst Horace’s eleven siblings that survived him was a younger brother, 
Richard David Bateman who was always known to all and sundry simply as a 
David, and he was still serving in the Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) 
after the Great War. On 14 June 1920, Horace’s father submitted a formal 
application for the 1914-15 Star awarded to Horace.  
 
BUSHELL , WILLIAM THEODORE. Rifleman, 2816. 
"A" Company, 1st/16th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Queen's 
Westminster Rifles). 
Died Thursday 17 June 1915. Aged 31. 
Born Pimlico, London. Enlisted Westminster, London. 
Son of Arthur Forest Bushell and Sarah Ann Bushell (née Cooper) of Ann's 
Cottage, Norheads Lane, Biggin Hill, Westerham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 54. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Bushell family resided at 39 Moreton Place, 
Pimlico, London. Head of the house was 44 year old London native Arthur Forest 
Bushell, who was employed as a Port Messenger. The then 17 year old William 
Theodore Bushell was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as 
a Clerk. Prior to enlisting in the army for war service, William had prior military 
experience, having previously served as a Cadet in The Queen’s (Royal West 
Surrey Regiment), and also as a Volunteer in the 13th Middlesex "The Queen's 
Westminster" Rifle Volunteers, from 1899 to 1904. At the commencement of the 
Great War, the 1st/16th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment 
(Queen's Westminster Rifles) had its Head Quarters at 58 Buckingham Gate, 
Westminster, London SW1, and was part of the 4th London Brigade, 2nd London 
Division. As part of their Territorial Force commitment, the officers and other 
ranks of the battalion entrained at Paddington Station, London, for annual camp 
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at Perham Down, Salisbury Plain, on 2 August 1914 but were ordered back to 
their Head Quarters later the same night. Commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Rupert Shoolbed T.D., D.L., J.P. the battalion assembled in Hyde Park, London 
on 14 August 1914 and marched via the Edgware Road to Edgware, and on to 
Leverstock Green, Leavesden, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire. On 1 
November 1914, the battalion comprised of 892 all ranks, left the London 
Division, and entrained at Watford Railway Station for the port of Southampton, 
from where it sailed on the SS Maiden. The 1st/16th (County of London) 
Battalion, London Regiment (Queen's Westminster Rifles) was one of the very 
first two Territorial Force infantry battalions to be sent to France. The other 
Territorial Force battalion was the 1/10th (Scottish) Battalion, The King’s 
(Liverpool Regiment), and both battalions sailed together on the ship from 
Southampton, and disembarked at the French port of Havre on 3 November 
1914.  Just over a week after arriving in France; on Thursday 12 November 1914 
the 1st/16th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Queen's 
Westminster Rifles) came under the command of the 18th Brigade, 6th Division, 
whilst at the village of Erquinghem-Lys, Nord, France, and was inspected by 
Field-Marshall Earl Roberts, which was two days prior to his death. William was 
not one of the 892 members of his battalion that had originally gone to France, as 
it was not until Monday 25 January 1915 that William was posted to serve in 
France. Having participated in the Christmas Truce of 1914, the battalion was 
relieved by the 1st Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) on 
Boxing Day, and moved to the village of Houplines to the east of Armentières. 
Houplines was in Allied hands (but near the front line) from Saturday 17 October 
1914, when it was taken by the 4th Division, and William’s battalion remained in 
the Houplines sector until 28 May 1915, during which time it had spent time in the 
trenches, including some which face Fremlington. During the time spent in and 
around Houplines, the battalion lost 2 officers and 29 other ranks, plus the 
wounding of 1 officer and 89 other ranks. After a series of marches, on 30 May 
William’s battalion arrived at Wippenhoek, and departed from there the following 
day travelled on buses to Vlamertinghe. From Vlamertinghe William and his 
comrades marched through Ypres, and took over support trenches crossing the 
Ypres-Verlorenhoek road just to the east of Potijze. On 2 June the battalion 
moved to the support line north of the Ypres-Roulers railway. Two days after 
locating at the aforementioned positions, "B" and “D” Companies moved forward 
and took over the firing line east of Potijze, and remained there for four days at 
which time the whole battalion was relieved, and moved to a camp located just to 
Ypres. The respite at the camp was of only two days duration, as the battalion 
was sent to occupy dug-outs on the east bank of the Yser Canal on 10 June. 
Two companies of the 1st/16th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment 
(Queen's Westminster Rifles) held support trenches that were located to the 
north of the Ypres-Roulers railway, and west of Cambridge Road during the first 
attack on the village of Bellewaarde from 16 to 18 June, during which time 8 
other ranks lost their lives, one of whom was William who was recorded as 
having been killed in action on Thursday 17 June 1915.  
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BUTCHER, FRANK HAMLET. Private, RX4/236146. 
No. 4 Remount Depot, Army Service Corps.  
Died Monday 4 November 1918. Aged 36. 
Born Clapham, London. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. Resided Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Hamlet and Julia Butcher (née Burch) of Wayside Cottage, Chislehurst, 
Kent. 
Buried Cudham (SS. Peter and Paul) Churchyard, Orpington, Kent.   
Grave Ref: On North side of path from East gate.  
Frank’s younger brother and fellow Clapham native; Hamlet H. Butcher also 
served in the Army Service Corps during the Great War, as Corporal, 
M2/114923. Fortunately Hamlet survived the war, and at the time of his 
discharge became a “Z” Reservist on Friday 18 April 1919. 
 
CLARK , E. Arguably the best match for this casualty is the following soldier:- 
CLARK , EDWARD. Private, 39871. 
9th Squadron, Machine Gun Corps (Cavalry). 
Died Monday 25 March 1918. 
Born Chelsfield, Orpington, Kent. Enlisted Stratford, Essex. Resided Sevenoaks, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Pozières Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 93. 
Formerly Private, 1450, 9th Hussars. Edward enlisted in the army on 17 August 
1914, just nine days after Great Britain had gone to war. At the time of his 
enlistment Edward stated that he was 19 years old, and that he was employed as 
a Milkman. 
 
COLE, HARRY. Private, M2/052913. 
1st Base Mechanical Transport Depot, Army Service Corps. 
Died Wednesday 26 December 1917. 
Born Brasted, Westerham, Kent. Enlisted Grove Park, London. Resided 
Westerham Hill, Kent. 
Son of Fanny Cole (née Ward) of Edward Road, Westerham Hill, Kent, 
Buried Bois Guillaume Communal Cemetery, Rouen, Seine-Maritime, France. 
Grave Ref: B. 1A. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Cole family including 10 year old Harry 
resided at Brasted Chart, Westerham, Kent. Head of the house was Harry’s 
father; 45 year old Walter Cole who was a native of Lymington, Hampshire, and 
recorded by the census enumerator as being an ‘Own Account’ Plummer. The 
then 44 year old Mrs. Fanny Cole was a native of Hurst, Sussex. Prior to enlisting 
in the army on 12 March 1915, aged 26, Harry resided with his mother at Edward 
Road, Westerham Hill, Kent, and had been employed as a Motor Driver. Having 
previously been subjected to bouts of fainting during his time serving in the army, 
Harry had reported sick after which he was hospitalized. Eventually Harry lost 
consciousness, and died of Syncope whilst he was a patient at the No.8 General 
Hospital, which was quartered at Bois Guillaume in a large country house that 
had extensive grounds. 
 



 

 6 

COLLYER, GEORGE CLIFTON. Private, 127688. 
17th Battalion, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry). 
Died Wednesday 28 August 1918. Aged 19. 
Born Penge, Kent. Enlisted Blackheath, Kent. Resided Lewisham, Kent. 
Son of Frederick J. and Elizabeth Collyer of The Bungalow, Snags Lane, 
Cudham, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 10. 
Formerly Private, 4809, London Regiment. Unfortunately George is erroneously 
commemorated as COLLYER G.B. on the Biggin Hill civic war memorial. 
 
CROFT, G. Arguably the best match for this casualty is the following soldier:- 
CROFT, GEORGE. Private, S/6545.  
2nd Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 
Died Wednesday 21 October 1914. Aged 18. 
Born and resided Bromley, Kent. Enlisted Woolwich, Kent. 
Son of Harriet Lucy Young (formerly Croft) of 83, Victoria Road, Bromley, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 11. 
Formerly Private, 8864, 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). When George had enlisted in the Army Reserve for a six year 
engagement on 22 June 1914, it was the second time that he had enlisted, 
having purchased his discharge from the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment) on 13 November 1913. At the time of his re-
enlistment, George had stated that he was employed as a Farm Hand, and that 
he was 18 years and 114 days old. Initially George was posted to Guildford, 
Surrey, to carryout his training in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The Queen’s 
(Royal West Surrey Regiment). On the first day of the Great War, George was 
mobilized and posted to the 2nd Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey 
Regiment), which at the time was still serving at Pretoria, South Africa. Following 
the arrival of George’s battalion at Southampton from Cape Town on 19 
September 1914, the battalion as part of the 22nd Brigade, 7th Division went to 
Lyndhurst in the New Forest, where George joined it. Commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel M.C. Coles, it was from Southampton that the battalion sailed 
to fight on the Western Front. On 5 October 1914, “A” and “B” Companies sailed 
on the 12,552 ton SS Cymric, and arrived at the Belgian port of Zeebrugge the 
following day, George being amongst their number. On 6 October 1914 the 
officers and other ranks of “C” and “D” Companies sailed on the SS Turkoman, 
and arrived at Zeebrugge the following day, and the whole battalion was reunited 
at Oostcamp. Of operational necessity by the British Expeditionary Force, the 
2nd Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment) was soon in action, 
and by the time of George’s death it had already made a number of moves to 
various locations. On 18 October 1914, the battalion moved to Dadizeele and 
took part in operations around Ledeghem, which was almost captured on 19 
October 1914 by the 10th Hussars, who were forced to retire the same day. On 
the day that Ledeghem almost fell to the 10th Hussars, Captain Hugh F. Lewis 
who was a 33 year old  “C” Company Boer War veteran of George’s battalion fell.  
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DYE, ERNEST ARTHUR. Private, 58786. 
8th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
Died Friday 7 September 1917. 
Born Cudham, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Westerham, Kent. 
Son of William and Rosetta Dye (née Jackson). 
Buried Monchy British Cemetery, Monchy-le-Preux, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: I. L. 13. 
Formerly Private, 6641, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Dye family resided at Swingate Avenue, 
Biggin Hill, Kent. Head of the house was 49 year old William Dye who was a 
Gardener, and like his wife and eight children, William was recorded by the 
census enumerator as being a native of Cudham, Kent. 
 
ELLIOTT, WILLIAM. Serjeant, 68103. 
"A" Battery, 86th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died Tuesday 26 March 1918. Aged 24. 
Born Cudham, Kent. Enlisted Brighton, Sussex. 
Son of Robert and Mary Ann Elliott (née Burkin) of Aperfield Cottages, Biggin 
Hill, Kent. 
Buried St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, Seine-Maritime, France.  
Grave Ref: P. VI. F. 13A. 
Formerly Driver, 68103, 37th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Elliott family resided at Jail Lane, Cudham 
Kent. Head of the house was 51 year old Cudham, Kent native Robert Elliott, 
who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. William was serving as a Driver 
in the 37th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery, when he was posted to serve in France 
on 23 August 1914. As the result of the date of his posting to France, William 
qualified for and was awarded the 1914 Star and date clasp, in addition to his 
British War and Victory Medals. William’s brother Robert who was also a native 
of Cudham; also served in the Royal Field Artillery during the Great War, and 
served in France from 18 February 1916 in the 177th Brigade. Fortunately Robert 
survived the war and was discharged as a “Z” Reservist on 14 June 1919. 
 
FIELD, LIONEL. Private, 51261. 
2nd Battalion, Highland Light Infantry. 
Died Friday 26 April 1918. Aged 32. 
Born Croydon, Surrey. Enlisted London. Resided Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Son of Charles and Harriett M. Field. 
Buried Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, Souchez, Pas de Calais, France. 
Grave Ref: VIII. R. 26. 
Formerly Private, 2036, Army Pay Corps. Lionel’s medal index card entry only 
records his service as being in the Highland Light Infantry, and as such it would 
seem likely that his time spent serving as a member of the Army Pay Corps had 
been within the United Kingdom. At the time of the 1901 census, the Field family 
resided at 54 Laighborough Park, Lambeth, Surrey. Head of the house was 56 
year old Haggerston, Middlesex native Charles Field, who was employed as a 
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Meat Salesman and Bookkeeper. Lionel was recorded by the census enumerator 
as a 15 year old native of Croydon, Surrey, and employed as a Corn Merchants 
Clerk. Possibly it was as Clerk that Lionel had initially served in the army, 
following his enlistment as a member of the Army Pay Corps.  
 
GINN, GEORGE JOHN FREDERICK. Private, L/9665. 
1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Wednesday 28 October 1914. Aged 19. 
Born Little Morden, Hertford, Hertfordshire. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of George and Alice Ginn of Cacketts Lane, Cudham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Le Touret Memorial, Richebourg-l'Avoue, Pas de Calais, 
France. Panel 30. 
Formerly Private, 8212, 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). George stated that he was aged 17 years and 6 months when he 
enlisted for a term of 6 years in the Army Special Reserve on 9 January 1911, 
and that he was employed as a Garden Boy. At the time of George’s enlistment, 
his parents resided at Fox Cottage, Green Street Green, Orpington, Kent. To 
support George’s enlistment application, Baptist Minister the Reverend J.W. 
Smith of New Road, Green Street Green, Orpington, Kent, and Mr. Harwood of 
“Belmont,” Farnborough, Kent, had been contacted by the Recruiting Officer to 
provide references for George re his character etcetera, both of which was 
favourable. On 11 April 1911, George obtained his 3rd Class Army Education 
Certificate, at Maidstone, Kent. On 7 July 1911, by which time George had 
completed six months training with the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment), the Adjutant raised a ‘Character Certificate’ which 
stated that George had been assessed as ‘Good’ during the time that he had 
served with his battalion. George only served as a member of the Army Special 
Reserve until 21 August 1911, on which date he joined his regiment as a regular 
soldier and given the regimental number 9665. George was posted to serve in 
the 1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). Whilst serving in 
Ireland, George was admitted as a patient to the King George V Military Hospital, 
Dublin, on 17 April 1913 suffering from Dyspepsia, and was discharged from the 
hospital five days later. From September 1912, for a year George served as a 
Signaller, and on 23 September 1913 he was assessed that whilst having been 
employed as a Signaller he had been “Sober, clean, industrious and reliable.” He 
was also assessed as being ‘Very Good,’ and as never having been drunk on or 
off duty. 
 
HARRIS, JOHN. Private, 21099. 
4th Battalion, Grenadier Guards. 
Died Sunday 17 October 1915. Aged 29. 
Born Heathfield, Sussex. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. 
Son of E. and Martha Harris. 
Husband of Ada Harris of "Doreen", King's Road, Biggin Hill, Westerham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 5. 
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HART, R. As commemorated on the war memorial. No clear trace at this time. 
 

 
KENNEDY, TRISTRAM GERVIAS. Lieutenant. 
"A" Battery, 301st Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died Thursday 28 March 1918. Aged 20. 
Born 14 June 1887 Kensington, London. 
Eldest son of Charles Moore Kennedy B.L., and Ellinor Edith Kennedy (née 
Marwood) of "Carrick," St. Ives, Cornwall. 
Buried Jerusalem War Cemetery, Israel. Grave Ref: V. 65.   
Tristram is erroneously commemorated as MOORE, KENNEDY T. on the Biggin 
Hill civic war memorial. At the time of the 1901 census, Tristram and his parents 
resided at 14 Hype Park Gate, Kensington, London. Head of the house was 
Tristram’s 77 year old grandfather; John Pitt Kennedy, who was born in Ireland, 
and was a former Judge Advocate, of the Calcutta Court, India, he was recorded 
by the census enumerator as a Lawyer and a widower. Aged 44 at the time of the 
census, Tristram’s father was also recorded as being a native of Ireland and a 
Lawyer. Mrs. Elinor Edith Kennedy was born in Stokesley, Yorkshire, and was a 
member of the Marwood family which over the years had produced several 
artists. Tristram and his family later resided at “High House,” Leaves Green, 
Keston, Hayes, Kent. Tristram entered the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich in 
1915, and was gazetted as a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Field Artillery in 
May 1916. On Saturday 2 September 1916 was posted to France, and two 
months later he was seriously wounded while serving with a Trench Mortar 
Battery on the Western Front, and via the medical evacuation chain he was sent 
back to England for treatment and convalescence. Following his period of 
medical treatment and convalescence, in May 1917 Tristram was posted to 
Flixton Park, Flixton, Bungay, Suffolk on light duties. Resultant of a Medical 
Board carried out whilst he was at Flixton Park, in September 1917 Tristram was 
posted to serve in the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force. Later Tristram joined 
the British Empire forces fighting in Palestine, and saw a good deal of action 
including the capture of Jerusalem by the troops commanded by General Sir 
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Edmund Allenby, on 9 December 1917. During March 1918 Tristram took part in 
the operations that were carried out to the east of Jordan. It was whilst he was 
taking tea with a number of his brother officers that a flight of enemy bombers 
attacked the camp on Thursday 28 March 1918, and a number of the bombs 
dropped hit the Officers Mess, which resulted in several casualties in the form of 
fatalities and woundings, Tristram being numbered among those who were 
wounded. Following the air raid, he was taken to an Army Field Hospital, but 
succumbed to his injuries later the same night. On Friday 29 March 1918, 
Tristram’s body was carried from the hospital by armoured car to the Mount of 
Olives where he was laid to rest with full military honours as befitted his officer 
status. Tristram’s parents married at Cheltenham, Gloucestershire on 4 June 
1891, and he was the eldest of their four children, of whom David and Virginia 
were twins who were born on 20 October 1901. Whist this brief tribute is in 
rememberance of Tristram, it would be remiss to not make mention of his sister 
Margaret Moore Kennedy (later Lady Davis) who was born on 23 April 1896. In 
January of 1912, Margaret entered Cheltenham Ladies College and by 1914 she 
was an established writer for the college's magazine. Upon completion of her 
studies at Cheltenham where she received High Honors in reading, she enrolled 
into Somerville College at Oxford. She graduated Oxford in 1919 with a second 
class honors in history, despite taking a year off after Tristram’s death. Shortly 
after leaving Oxford Margaret started writing in earnest, and prior to her death on 
31 July1967 at the home of an old college friend, Flora Forster, she had written a 
number of best selling novels, arguably the most successful of which was her 
second novel, The Constant Nymph (1924). Reprinted in a number of editions 
both in America and Britain, the latest of which was 1959, the novel was also 
adapted by Kennedy and Basil Dean for the stage and was successfully 
produced in both London and New York. Margaret met David Davies, a Marine 
Insurance Lawyer in the spring of 1925, and just a few months later they were 
married. Margaret’s husband was later made a judge of the English courts and 
for which he was knighted in 1952. Margaret’s last book, Not in the Calendar, 
was published in 1964, the same year as her husband's death. 
 
MARTIN, ARTHUR. Sapper, 65765. 
128th Field Company, Royal Engineers.  
Died Saturday 3 April 1915. 
Born Westerham, Kent. Enlisted Guilford, Surrey. Resided Tatsfield, Surrey. 
Son of Marton and Frances Martin. 
Husband of Beatrice Maud Martin (née Webster) of 4 Coronation Terrace, 
Westerham Hill, Kent. 
Buried St. Mary’s Churchyard, Tatsfield, Surrey.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Martin family resided at Tatsfield, Surrey. 
Head of the house was 53 year old Forest Row, Sussex native Marton Martin 
who was employed as a Carpenter. When Arthur enlisted in the army on 
Tuesday 2 February 1915, he stated that he was aged 32 years and 2 months, 
and that he was employed as a Carpenter. At the time of his enlistment Arthur 
resided at 4 Grove Villas, Grove Road, Tatsfield, Westerham, Kent, with his wife 
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and two children. Following his enlistment and a trade test, Arthur was adjudged 
to have been a Skilled Joiner and was paid for his trade. On Friday 19 February 
1915, less than three weeks after enlisting in the army at Guildford, Arthur was 
admitted as patient to the Military Isolation Hospital, Aldershot, Hampshire, 
where he remained for 44 days, until he died of Scarlet Fever at 0930 hours on 
Saturday 3 April 1915. The day after his demise, Arthur’s wife Beatrice was 
officially informed of his death. Due primarily to the combined efforts of Royal 
Engineer officers based at Rye, Sussex, Chatham and Woolwich, Kent, Arthur 
was not buried at the Aldershot Military Cemetery, but at Tatsfield. Beatrice 
Martin on being given the sad news about the death of her husband, immediately 
requested that Arthur’s body be returned to her for burial. Resultant of Beatrice’s 
request and the co-operation of the army, Arthur was laid to rest in the 
churchyard at Tatsfield on Saturday 10 April 1915. It would seem likely that when 
Arthur had enlisted, his wife was expecting their third child, as he had stated that 
he had two children, namely Edward Arthur James Martin who was born at 
Tatsfield on 26 August 1910, and Phyllis Maud Martin who was born at Tatsfield 
on 2 January 1912. When Beatrice was paid a pension following Arthur’s death, 
she also received additional payments for her three children. 
 
NEVARD, PERCY ALFRED. Private, G/24723. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Tuesday 20 November 1917. 
Born Cudham, Kent. Enlisted West London. Resided Maida Vale, West London. 
Son of John Hubert Nevard and Elizabeth Nevard (née Smith). 
Commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, Nord, France. Panel 8  
Formerly Private, TF/1171, 2/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Queen's Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment). At the time of the 1901 census, the Nevard family 
resided at Cudham Lodge Cottages, Cudham, Kent. Head of the house was 57 
year old Dedham, Essex native John Hubert Nevard, who was employed as a 
General Labourer. Percy was recorded by the census enumerator as being an 11 
year old native of Cudham, Kent. Percy was serving in the battalion which was 
part of the 160th Brigade, 53rd (Welsh) Division, when the 2/4th (Territorial 
Force) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel A.T.F. Simpson, embarked and sailed from the port of 
Southampton to Alexandria, Egypt on 20 July 1915, on board the 11,905 ton ship 
the SS Northland. The SS Northland docked at Alexandria on 31 July 1915, 
before travelling on to Lemnos, arriving at Mudros Harbour on 8 August 1915. 
Percy’s medal card entry shows that he had served in the 2b (Balkan) war 
theatre from 10 August 1915, it being the day that his battalion arrived at 
Gallipoli, landing at West Beach, Suvla. Having survived the carnage at Gallipoli, 
Percy was amongst the 12 officers and just over 200 other ranks that started the 
return journey to Egypt on 13 December 1915. Despite the engagements with the 
Turks at Gallipoli, Percy’s battalion had only suffered 4 officers and some 100 
other ranks woundings, as the majority of the losses were due to sickness. 
Percy’s nephew Reginald Nevard; is one of the Second World War casualties 
who are not commemorated on the Biggin Hill, civic war memorial.  
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PACKHAM , C. As commemorated on the war memorial.  
No clear trace at this time. 
 
PACKMAN , HEDLEY JAMES. Private, 202971. 
7th (Service) Battalion, East Surrey Regiment. 
Died Thursday 19 July 1917. 
Born Cudham, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of the late Samuel and Louise Packman (née Clark) of Jail Lane, Cudham, 
Kent. 
Husband of Florence Beatrice Packman (née Owens) of 47, Belmont Road, 
Beckenham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 6. 
Formerly Private, 5/6422, “C” Company, 5th (Reserve) Battalion, East Surrey 
Regiment. Hedley married Miss Florence Beatrice Owens at Beckenham, Kent 
on 23 August 1899. When Hedley enlisted in the army on Saturday 11 December 
1915, he stated that he was a married with three children, employed as a Market 
Gardener residing at “Woodlands,” Biggin Hill, Westerham, Kent, and that he was 
37 years and 10 months old. The three Packham children were all Cudham 
natives. After his enlistment he was placed on the reserve until his services were 
required. Hedley later received notification that he was to report to the Army 
Recruiting Office at Bromley, Kent, by 0900 hours on Monday 25 September 
1916, for service with the Colours. Having reported to the recruiting Office, 
addition details were taken from him, and when questioned about his 
employment, he had stated that he was employed as the Foreman on a fruit 
farm, by Mr. Arthur Beale who was a Fruit Grower at Jail Lane, Cudham, Kent. 
On Thursday 18 January 1917, Headley was mobilised and posted to serve in 
“C” Company, 5th (Reserve) Battalion, East Surrey Regiment. After completing 
his basic training etcetera, Hedley was posted to serve in the 7th (Service) 
Battalion, East Surrey Regiment, and embarked for service on the Western Front 
on Wednesday 20 June 1917, and only a month later Hedley was killed in action. 
 
RUCKER, ROBIN SINCLAIR. Lieutenant.  
43rd Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Saturday 12 October 1918. Aged 19. 
Born Kent. 
Son of Mary Emmeline Rucker (née Farmer) of "Wayside," Chislehurst, Kent, 
and of the late Edward Augustus Rucker. 
Buried Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: XIIIA. AA. 1.  
Robin died from wounds that he had received in action the day before. Both of 
Robin’s parents were natives of Clapham, Surrey, as was his grandfather Mr. 
D.H. Rucker who was a successful Sugar Broker and generous benefactor. It 
would appear that Edward Augustus Rucker who died at Cudham Hall on 
Sunday 13 June 1915 aged 64, and who is buried at Cudham, had inherited his 
fathers’ benefactors trait, as he too made a number of generous gifts and 
donations during his lifetime, including the oak pulpit in the parish church of St. 
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Peter and St. Paul, Cudham, Kent. It was noted whilst carrying out the research 
appertaining to Robin, that the Rucker family surname had originally been spelt 
with the inclusion of an umlaut, i.e. Rücker, it probably being indicative of the 
family having Germanic origins. Robin’s brother Charles Edward Sigismund 
Rucker who was born on 4 September 1894, served as a Lieutenant in the Royal 
Brigade during the Great War, unfortunately he was wounded to such an extent 
that he had to be discharged from the army, and was awarded an official Silver 
Wound Badge, which was posted to Charles at the Beacon Royal Theatre, 
Eastbourne, Sussex. On 26 April 1921, Charles submitted an application for the 
provision of his medals; the 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, and Victory Medal, 
which were posted to him at "Wayside," Chislehurst, Kent, the month following 
his application. In 1925 Charles married Nancy W. Hodgson, and for the latter 
years of his life he resided at South Farm, Ashmore, Hampshire. Aged 71, 
Charles died on 24 November 1965 at Blandford Forum, Dorset. On 20 May 
1940, another one of the Rucker brothers fell, he being Patrick William Rucker, 
who was not commemorated on the Biggin Hill civic war memorial, he has been 
added to the ever growing Second World War ‘Lost Casualties’ category of 
Cudham and Biggin Hill, Kent casualties that are briefly commemorated below. 
 
RUSSELL, C. Arguably the best match for this casualty is the following soldier:- 
RUSSELL, CHARLES. Rifleman, S/16253. 
16th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade. 
Died Saturday 21 October 1916. 
Born Brastead, Westerham, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Erith, Kent. 
Son of Robert and Eliza Russell (née Franklin). 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.  
Pier and Face 16 B and 16 C. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Russell family resided at Chart Lane, 
Brastead, Kent. Head of the house was 43 year old Brastead, Kent native Robert 
Russell, who was employed as a Journeyman Painter. 
 
SHELDON, THOMAS. Private, G/5490.   
9th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Saturday 8 January 1916. Aged 26. 
Born Belgravia, London. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. Resided Westerham, Kent. 
Son of Stephen and Elizabeth Sheldon. 
Husband of Alice Sheldon (née Bateman) of Hillcrest Road, Biggin Hill, 
Westerham, Kent. 
Buried Bethune Town Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: IV. H. 7. 
At the time of the 1891 census, the Sheldon family resided in the civil parish of 
Kensington, London. Head of the house was 37 year Manchester, Lancashire 
native Stephen Sheldon, who was employed as a Plumber.  
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SHEPHERD, CHARLES. Private, 158082. 
51st Battalion, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry). 
Died Saturday 26 October 1918. 
Born Brasted Chart, Kent. Enlisted Sevenoaks, Kent. Resided Westerham, Kent. 
Son of Thomas and Kate Shepherd. 
Commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 10. 
Formerly Private, 35010, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). At the time 
of the 1901 census the Shepherd family resided at Chart Lane, Brasted, Kent. 
Head of the house was 40 year old Greenwich, Kent, native Thomas Shepherd, 
who was employed as a Painter and Glazier. Charles was recorded by the 
census enumerator as being 5 years old. 
 
SMITH, A. Arguably the best match for this casualty is the following soldier:- 
SMITH, ALFRED. Private, 628015. 
19th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment, (St. Pancras). 
Died Wednesday 25 August 1915. 
Born Penge, Kent. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. Resided Shortlands, Kent. 
Buried Bois Guillaume Communal Cemetery Extension, Rouen, Seine-Maritime, 
France. Grave Ref: E. 18B. 
Formerly Private, 3156, 2/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal 
West Kent Regiment). Alfred was probably the 2 month old baby who was a 
native of Penge, Kent, and in 1901 he was recorded by the census enumerator 
as residing at 60 Aspley Road, Penge, Kent. Head of the house was 32 year old 
Uxbridge, Middlesex, native Mrs. Isabella Smith who was a widow. 
 
STAPLES, GEORGE. Private, 325177.   
2nd Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales's Own). 
Died Wednesday 29 May 1918. Aged 24. 
Born Knockholt, Kent. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. Resided Cudham, Kent 
Son of George and Mary Staples of Hom's Green, Cudham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Soissons Memorial, Aisne, France. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Staples family resided at Hom's Green, 
Cudham, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old Knockholt, Kent native 
George Staples, who was employed as a Bricklayer. 
 
TESTER, BERTRAM.  Staff Serjeant (Wheeler), 110189. 
17th Divisional Ammunition Column, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died Thursday 6 April 1916.  
Born Cudham, Kent? (Please see below). Enlisted Woolwich, Kent.  
Son of George and Elizabeth Tester. 
Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: V. A. 3A. 
Place of birth as entered above was as is recorded in/on SDGW which is known 
to contain many different types of errors. The reason for making mention of the 
errors is that as opposed to Cudham being Bertram’s place of birth, it probably 
be indicative of his place of residence. At the time of the 1901 census, the Tester 
family resided at 1 Lockyers Cottages, Westerham, Kent. Head of the house was 
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48 year old Framfield, Sussex, native George Tester who was employed as a 
Carpenter. Bertram was recorded by the census enumerator as being a 12 year 
old native of Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Bertram was a brother of the next 
casualty briefly commemorated below. 
 
TESTER, FRED. Airman 3rd Class, 64143. 
Recruits Depot, Royal Flying Corps. 
Died Thursday 29 March 1917. 
Born Westerham, Kent. 
Son of George and Elizabeth Tester. 
Buried Cudham (SS. Peter and Paul) Churchyard, Kent.  
Grave Ref: East of Church, near East boundary. 
On the census referred to at the commemoration of Bertram Tester above, one of 
the other Tester children was Fred Tester, then aged 2. Also recorded as being 
at home on the night of the census was two other Tester brothers, both of whom 
served in the Great War. Aged 14 in 1901, Lewis Tester was a native of Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, and was employed as a Telegraph Messenger. Lewis 
served as Acting Corporal, 5629, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), 
and Lance Corporal, 53129, Northumberland Fusiliers. Fortunately Lewis 
survived the carnage of the Great War, and became a “Z” Reservist at the time of 
his discharge. The other brother was Charles Tester who was born at 
Westerham on 29 May 1896, Charles had enlisted in the Royal Navy as a Boy 
Sailor and had the official number J16791. 
 
TRUSSON, ARTHUR. Airman 1st Class, 40181. 
48th Squadron, Royal Flying Corps. 
Died Friday 11 May 1917. 
Commemorated on the Flying Service Memorial, Arras, Pas de Calais. France.  
Arthur was serving as an Observer when he was killed in aerial combat, as was 
his pilot Captain Arthur Tulloch Cull, who had been seconded from the Seaforth 
Highlanders for service with the Royal Flying Corps in January 1916, having 
served on the Western Front since 1915. The two ‘Arthur’s’ normally flew 
together as the crew of a 48th Squadron, Royal Flying Corps, Bristol FE2b fighter 
aircraft (A7101). At 1500 hours their aircraft took off in company with other 
machines of their squadron, which were later engaged by enemy aircraft, and 
they were both killed whilst on an offensive patrol to the east of Arras, France, 
when their machine was shot down in flames at 1715 hours. Depending on what 
data or publication is read appertaining to the deaths of the two airmen, results in 
two different German pilots being shown as shooting down the Bristol FE2b. 
Either German fighter aces Leutnant Karl Allmenröder, or Leutnant Wilhelm 
Allmenröder, both of whom were members of the famous Jasta 11, ‘Richthofen's 
Flying Circus' are recorded as the relevant pilot who had destroyed the Bristol 
FE2b (A7101). Scotsman, Second Lieutenant William O.B. Winkler R.F.C. who 
was formerly an Army Service Corps Private, was shot down in the same action 
as the two ‘Arthur’s,’ William had fallen victim to Lothar Freiherr von Richthofen, 
the brother of the famous Manfred Albrecht Freiherr von Richthofen, ‘The Red 
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Baron,’ although some data shows that William was killed, fortunately he 
survived his forced landing and was taken prisoner of war. William later 
submitted the following report regarding the deaths of Arthur Trusson and Arthur 
Cull: - “I wrote a p.c. off immediately to Geneva last night about Captain Cull. I 
am very sorry to say that both he and his observer 2nd A.M. Trusson are killed. 
As you were led to understand they came down in flames from about 6,000 feet, 
so there was not much chance of their coming out of it. It was very hard luck, 
because he was one of our best. I think he was hit right at the beginning of the 
fight, judging from the way the machine flew. His machine was my other pair on 
that day and on many previous ones. The German's confirmed his death after we 
were taken.” Bristol FE2b (A7101), was the first of its type to be delivered to 48th 
Squadron, Royal Flying Corps, but was also the first one to be destroyed. On the 
evening of 2 May 1917, over the communes of Brebières, Biache-Saint-Vaast, 
and Vitry, Pas de Calais. France, a running fight developed between a number of 
German aircraft, and some from Arthur’s squadron, during which a number of 
enemy aircraft were destroyed, and at which time Arthur Trusson and Arthur Cull 
had their first success with A7101, when they engaged an enemy Albatross DIII 
which they shot down out of control. After checking various data, it would seem 
likely that Arthur was born in the St. Pancras, Middlesex area early 1884, and 
was the son of Colchester, Essex native Hambley John Trusson and Mary Jane 
Trusson (née Amos). In later life Arthur had lived in Rhodesia, and probably in 
order to enlist for military service he returned to England. Arthur travelled back to 
England on the Union Castle Mail Steamship Co. Ltd. vessel “Dunvegan Castle,” 
which departed from Mombasa, Kenya, and arrived at London on 29 November 
1914. Amongst a number of ports that the “Dunvegan Castle” had stopped off at 
between Mombasa and London was Plymouth, were Arthur had disembarked. In 
1916, Arthur married Lillie M. Crowe at Edmonton, Middlesex. Following the 
Great War it would appear that the military authorities were unsuccessful in their 
attempts to trace Arthur’s next of kin or any of his relatives, as following their 
dispatch, his medals were later returned and recorded as “Unclaimed.” 
 
VENESS, CHARLES SIDNEY. Driver, T4/160037. 
4th Cavalry Reserve Park, Army Service Corps.  
Died Saturday 9 November 1918. Aged 21. 
Born and resided Keston, Kent. Enlisted London. 
Son Joseph John Veness and Mrs. Annie Veness (née Cole) of Milking Lane, 
Leaves Green, Keston, Hayes, Kent. 
Buried Vadencourt British Cemetery, Maissemy, Aisne, France.  
Grave Ref: I. C. 15.   
Charles’s medal index card entry shows that he died of disease, as opposed to 
having been killed in action or died of wounds. Probably Charles had been a 
victim of the worldwide Influenza pandemic which lasted from approximately July 
1918 to April 1919, and which ultimately claimed more victims around the world 
than all of the military related deaths during the Great War. 
 
 



 

 17 

WATTS, H. As commemorated on the Biggin Hill/Cudham civic war memorial, is 
probably the following local casualty, who unfortunately appears to have been 
erroneously commemorated on the civic war memorial with the wrong initial:-  
WATTS, ROBERT. Private, 71037. 
2nd Battalion, Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Regiment). 
Died Monday 30 April 1917. Aged 37. 
Born London. Enlisted Clapham Junction, Surrey. Resided Croydon, Surrey. 
Son of Frederick and Mary Ann Watts of "Estcourt," King's Road, Biggin Hill, 
Westerham, Kent. 
Buried St. Patrick's Cemetery, Loos-en-Gohelle, Pas de Calais, France. 
Ref: Special Memorial 5. 
Robert’s was one of twenty three graves in St. Patrick's Cemetery that were later 
destroyed by shell fire, and which are now represented by special memorials. 
 

 
WEBSTER, PERCY HAROLD. Bombadier, 128675. 
Royal Field Artillery. 
Died Sunday 31 August 1919. Aged 27.  
Born Cudham, Kent. 
Son of James and Mary Jane Webster of 4 Coronation Terrace, Westerham Hill, 
Cudham, Kent. 
Buried Cudham (SS. Peter and Paul) Churchyard, Orpington, Kent.   
Grave Ref: Row DD. Grave 7. 
Unfortunately, when we researched and transcribed the Cudham & Biggin Hill 
civic war memorial, it was found that Percy’s war related death was numbered 
amongst the many thousands of Commonwealth casualties of both world wars 
who had not officially commemorated by the then Imperial War Graves 
Commission. After carrying more in-depth research and purchasing supporting 
documentation, Percy’s case was put forward to the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission at Maidenhead, Berkshire, by www.kentfallen.com for Percy to be at 
long last officially commemorated as a war death by the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission. With commendable speed following our submission the 
CWGC accepted our findings, and in the fullness of time a suitable regulation 
headstone will be erected on Percy’s unmarked grave. At the time of the 1901 
census, the Webster family resided at Westerham Hill, Kent. Head of the house 
was 45 year old Brastead, Kent native James Webster who was employed as a 
Farm Carter. Prior to enlisting in the army Percy was employed locally as a Farm 
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Labourer, and after being discharged from the army having been badly gassed, 
he returned to his former civilian occupation. At the time of his medical discharge 
from the Royal Field Artillery, Percy was awarded a Silver War Badge and its 
accompanying certificate of service. The Silver War Badge which sometimes 
erroneously called the Silver Wound Badge, was authorised in September 1916, 
and took the form of a circular badge with the legend "For King and Empire-
Services Rendered" surrounding the George V cypher, as shown above. The 
badge was awarded to all military personnel who were discharged as a result of 
sickness or wounds contracted or received during the Great War, either at home 
or overseas. On Sunday 31 August 1919, Percy died resultant of having been 
gassed during the Great War. Percy’s death certificate which was signed by 
Doctor H.D. Hofman M.D., records the cause of death as (1) Gas Poisoning – 
Diabetes Mellitus, 8 months, and (2) Diabetes Coma, 24 hours. Percy’s mother 
Mrs. Mary Jane Webster who was present at his death recorded her late sons’ 
death in the Bromley, Kent, Registration District on Thursday 4 September 1919.  
After being told that our findings were correct and would be acted upon, we were 
not informed who it was that had checked the exact location of Percy’s final 
resting place, and as such if somebody viewing this brief commemoration who is 
aware of the kind person or people responsible, would they please be good 
enough to convey are sincere thanks to them. 
 
WHEELER, ALFRED JOHN. Private, 35037. 
8th (Service) Battalion, East Surrey Regiment.  
Died Saturday 23 March 1918. 
Born Bexley, Kent. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. Resided Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Son of Alfred J. Wheeler and Rosalind Wheeler. 
Commemorated on the Pozières Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 45. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Wheeler family resided at 16 Dryden Road, 
Croydon, Surrey. Head of the house was 34 year old Erith, Kent, native Alfred J. 
Wheeler (senior), who was employed as a Paperhanger. Alfred J. Wheeler 
(junior) was recorded by the census enumerator as being a 2 year old native of 
Bexley, Kent.  
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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

Lost Men 
 

ASHBY, FRANK. Private, 58164. 
141st Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps. 
Died 30 September 1915. Aged 29. 
Born Whitstable, Kent. Enlisted Mill Hill, London. 
Son of Frederick and Rose Ellen Ashby, of 54, Perry Hill, Catford, London.  
Husband of Alice Ashby of "Hillcott," Moselle Road, Westerham Hill, Kent.  
Buried Noeux-les-Mines Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: I. D. 23. 
Prior to his death Frank had been Mentioned in Despatches. At the time of the 
1901 census, the Ashby family resided at Nelgarde Road, Lewisham, Kent. Head 
of the house was 38 year old Whitstable native Frederick Ashby, who was locally 
employed Fireman in the Metropolitan Fire Brigade. Frank was recorded by the 
census enumerator as being a 14 year old Shop Boy. One of Frank’s brothers 
also fell in the Great War, he being:- 
ASHBY, JACOB. Private, G/47892. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
Died 6 April 1918. 
Born Whitstable, Kent. Enlisted New Court, London. Resided Deptford, Kent. 
Son of Frederick and Rose Ellen Ashby, of 54, Perry Hill, Catford, London.  
Buried Delville Wood Cemetery, Longueval, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: XXVIII. R. 6. 
Formerly 169481, Royal Field Artillery. 
 
BEAGLEY , EDMUND THOMAS. Private, 3941. 
1st Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 
Died 25 September 1915. Aged 36. 
Born Cudham, Kent. Enlisted Guildford, Surrey. Resided Warlingham, Surrey. 
Son of William and Elizabeth Beagley. 
Husband of Lilian Alice Beagley (née Jupp) of 13, Portland Cottages, 
Warlingham, Surrey. 
Buried Pont-du-Hem Military Cemetery, La Gorgue. Nord. France.  
Grave Ref: VI. G. 20.  
 
BLACK , HENRY. Private, 13462. 
1st Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment.  
Died 19 February 1915. Aged 24. 
Born Westerham Hill, Kent. Enlisted Hounslow, Middlesex. Resided Downe, 
Orpington, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. Margaret Black of 8, Silverstead Cottages, Westerham Hill, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Le Touret Memorial, Le Touret Military Cemetery, 
Richebourg-l'Avoue, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 17. 
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BURKIN, MICHAEL EDMUND. Private, 238218. 
20th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. 
Died 20 October 1918. Aged 41. 
Born Cudham, Kent. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. 
Son of Michael and Minnie Burkin (née Smith) of Cudham, Kent. 
Husband of Emma Elizabeth Burkin (née Whitehead) of 27, Oakley Road, 
Bromley Common, Bromley, Kent. 
Buried Terlincthun British Cemetery, Boulogne-sur-Mer, Pas de Calais, France. 
Grave Ref: V. I. A. 64. 
A former member of the 2nd Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment), Michael re-enlisted in the army for one year on 25 October 1914. At 
the time of his re-enlistment, Michael stated that he was aged 37 and 5 months, 
married with children, and employed as a Labourer. Initially Michael served with 
the 5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) 
on guard duties until 29 April 1916, at which time he was compulsory transferred 
to the 119th Protection Company, Royal Defence Corps. Whilst serving in the 
Royal Defence Corps, on 9 June 1916, he signed a form agreeing to serve 
overseas if required.  Michael remained in the Royal Defence Corps until another 
compulsory transfer resulted in a move to the 2/1st Montgomeryshire Yeomanry 
on 15 October 1917. On 16 June 1918, Michael became a member of the 25th 
(Montgomery and Welsh Horse Yeomanry) Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers, 
(Territorial Force), on the same that he embarked from Folkestone and arrived at 
Boulogne-sur-Mer later in the day. Michael remained in the battalion until 15 July 
1918, when he was transferred for the final time to serve in the 20th (Service) 
Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. Whilst serving with the latter battalion, and just 
four days prior to the completion of four years Great War service, Michael died 
from acute Bronchitis and Pneumonia, which was probably whilst he was a 
patient at one of the base hospitals which were located at Terlincthun. 
 
COLLINS, WILLIAM. Private, G/674. 
2nd Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 8 December 1915. Aged 27. 
Born Cudham, Kent. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. 
Son of William Collins of 10, Raglan Road, Bromley, Kent, and the late Lucy 
Collins. 
Commemorated on the Basra Memorial, Iraq. Panel 29. 
When William enlisted in the army on 31 August 1914 for three years, he stated 
that he was aged 25 years and 4 months, and that he was employed as a 
Roundsman. On 3 September 1914, William was posted to the 6th (Service) 
Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), in which he remained until 
31 March 1915, at which time he was posted to the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion of his 
regiment. On 29 September 1915, Michael was posted to the 2nd Battalion, 
Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), and the next day, as a member of 
the Indian Expeditionary Force he embarked for service at Salonika. On his 
arrival at Salonika on 15 October 1915, Michael was attached to the 7th (Service) 
Battalion, Royal Dublin Fusiliers.  
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GIBBS, HENRY. Private, G/10881. 
2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Died 27 September 1916. Aged 32. 
Born Cudham, Kent. Enlisted Dartford, Kent. 
Son of the late G. and Martha Gibbs of 22, Palmerstone Road, Farnborough, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 7 C. 
 
GRIMSEY, WALTER JAMES. Lieutenant. 
Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) attached to the Nigeria Regiment, 
West African Frontier Force.  
Died 3 October 1918. Aged 38. 
Born Camberwell, London. 
Son of Thomas Elias Grimsey. 
Husband of Emily Maria Piggott (formerly Grimsey), (née Beer), of "Berry 
Narbor," Main Road, Biggin Hill, Kent.  
Buried Nunhead (All Saints) Cemetery, London Borough of Southwark. 
Ref: Screen Wall Commemoration 166. 33339. 
Walter served in the army using the alias WALTER JAMES SINCLAIR. 
 
HUMPHREY, FREDERICK GEORGE. Drummer, G/2290. 
8th (Service) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 
Died 20 February 1916. Aged 18. 
Born Cudham, Kent. Enlisted Redhill, Surrey. Resided Bletchingley, Surrey. 
Son of Mr. H. and Mrs. F. Humphrey of Hermitage Lodge, White Hill, 
Bletchingley, Surrey. 
Buried Bletchingley Cemetery, Surrey. Grave Ref: B. 688. 
 
KELLY , WILLIAM. Private, 25475. 
18th (Service) Battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers. 
Died 30 July 1916. Aged 25. 
Born Peckham, London. 
Son of Thomas and Ellen Kelly of Silver Beech, King's Road, Biggin Hill, Kent.  
Buried Serre Road Cemetery No 2, Beaumont-Hamel, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: XXXI. A. 15. 
 
MARTIN, FRANK. Serjeant, B/2161. 
9th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade. 
Died 1916. Aged 36.  
Born Wimborne, Dorsetshire. Enlisted Winchester, Hampshire. Resided Ropley, 
Alresford, Hampshire. 
Husband of Annie L. Martin of "Sunnydene," Melody Road, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 16 B 
and 16 C, and on a Great War memorial plaque which is located in the parish 
church of St. Peter, Ropley, Alresford, Hampshire. 
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RICH, ERNEST EVELYN. D.S.O. Major. 
"U" Battery, Royal Horse Artillery. 
Died 1 December 1917. Aged 31. 
Born Ryde, Isle of Wight 14 May 1884. 
Son of Evelyn and Mary Rich. 
Husband of Claire Rich (née Deurance) of “The Grays,” Westerham Hill, Kent. 
Buried Villers-Faucon Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: I. A. 13. 
At the time of the 1891 census the rich family resided at 67 George Street, Ryde, 
Isle of Wight, by the time of the next census in 1901, Ernest was residing as a 
boarder at Harrow School, Harrow-on-the-Hill, Middlesex. As a former pupil of 
Harrow School, Ernest is numbered amongst the 664 “Old Harrovian’s” that died 
in the Great War who are commemorated at his former school. Commissioned as 
a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Regiment of Artillery on Boxing Day 1902. 
Having served in the Second Boer War, and awarded the Queen’s Medal with 
four clasps, Ernest was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant on Boxing Day 1905. 
During the Great War Ernest was Mentioned in Despatches, and awarded the 
Distinguished Service Order. Details of the award were published in the London 
Gazette dated 1 January 1918. Prior to his death, Ernest had served on the 
Western Front continually from 14 August 1916.  
 
RIPLEY, ABRAHAM. Lance Corporal, 51313.  
7th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
Died 29 September 1918. Aged 29.  
Husband of Mrs A. Ripley of Harebeating, Hailsham, Sussex. 
Born Battle, Sussex. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. Resided Biggin Hill, Kent.  
Buried Quarry Wood Cemetery, Sains-Les-Marquion, Pas de Calais, France. 
Grave Ref: II. B. 23. 
Commemorated on the Hailsham, Sussex, civic war memorial. 
Formerly Private, 5743, 30th (Reserve) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London 
Regiment). 
 
SHAPIRA, FRANCIS CUNNINGHAM. Second Lieutenant. 
69th Squadron, (Australian) Royal Flying Corps. 
Died 21 August 1917. Aged 29. 
Born London. 
Son of the Reverend Alexander William Shapira, and Theresa Shapira of Lake 
Margaret Power Station, Queenstown, Tasmania, Australia, formerly of Lord 
Howe Island, New South Wales, Australia. 
Buried Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey. Grave Ref XI. C. 3. 
Formerly Corporal, 1258, “D” Company, 18th Battalion, A.I.F. (New South 
Wales). Educated at the Church of England Grammar School, Melbourne, 
Victoria, Australia, where he was a member of the Cadets. It was a cruel tragedy 
that Francis had survived his time serving at Gallipoli in 1915, only to lose his life 
at Biggin Hill in an accident which is briefly described below, at the 
commemoration of William Douglas Sloane who died with him. 
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SLOANE, WILLIAM DOUGLAS. Air Mechanic 2nd Class, 694. 
69th Squadron, (Australian) Royal Flying Corps. 
Died Tuesday 21 August 1917. Aged 27. 
Born Mulwala, New South Wales, Australia. 
Son of James and Amy Elizabeth Sloane of Mulwala, New South Wales, 
Australia.  
Buried Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey. Grave Ref: XI. D. 15. 
Commemorated on the Mulwala, civic war memorial, New South Wales, 
Australia.  
William Sloane and Francis Cunningham Shapira died as the result of a tragic 
flying accident at Biggin Hill, Kent. Initially their squadron was designated 2 
Squadron, and had arrived in England on Thursday 28 December 1916 and was 
sent for training to South Carlton, Lincolnshire. On Saturday 31 March 1917 it 
was redesignated 69 Squadron (Australian) Royal Flying Corps. Training on 
AVRO 504 and BE-2e aircraft at South Carlton, lasted eight months, and in July 
1917 the squadron was mobilised for France. After viewing squadron related 
data etcetera, it would appear that Francis and William had departed from South 
Carlton heading for France via Lympne, Kent, prior to the bulk of their squadron. 
Due primarily as the result of the prevailing weather conditions, combined with 
engine trouble, when their aircraft landed at Biggin Hill at 1210 hours on Tuesday 
21 August 1917, they had drifted off course. While the mechanics at the airfield 
fixed the aircrafts engine problem, Francis lunched at the Officers Mess, and 
William did so at the Other Ranks Mess. By the time the two airmen had finished 
eating etcetera, in addition to the engine being fixed, the fuel tanks were filled, 
and their machine run-up ready for take off. Immediately prior to getting airborne, 
a message from the Air Board was received at Biggin Hill, which effectively said 
that in view of the inclement weather, it would be up to Francis as the pilot to 
decide if he considered it safe to continue. Lieutenant Wilkinson of the Royal 
Flying Corps was immediately dispatched with the message, which he gave to 
William, who told him that he would carry on. Shortly after taking off, the aircraft 
was seen to make a turn and then come down rapidly, and crashed behind some 
trees near the airfield and immediately burst into flames. A local who was 
working in the field where the aircraft crashed, heroically attempted to effect a 
rescue using a hayfork, but realised that both men had been killed on impact with 
the ground. Rescuers from the Royal Flying Corps and the local populace, 
including a Doctor went immediately to the scene of the crash, but far too late to 
save the airmen. After the fire was put out, both of the bodies were removed to 
the morgue at the airfield where a guard was mounted. Following an inquest, 
Francis and William’s bodies were taken to Brookwood Military Cemetery, 
Surrey, to be laid to rest and were both accorded military funerals. On Monday 
24 August 1917 three flights, each of six RE-8 aircraft left South Molton for 
Lympne, Kent. Delayed by bad weather, the squadron finally arrived at their 
appointed aerodrome at Savy, France on Monday 10 September 1917. The 
squadron was subsequently employed in support of the ground forces, operating 
over the Canadian and XIII Corps’ front near Arras. 
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WINSLOW, PERCIVAL. Private, 5078. 
1st/23rd (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment. 
Died 16 September 1916. Aged 21. 
Born Brixton. Enlisted Camberwell. Resided Nunhead. 
Son of Henry and Edith Winslow of “Bleak House,” Sutherland Avenue, 
Westerham Hill, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. 
Pier and Face 9 D 9 C 13 C and 12 C. 
 

The Second World War 
1939 – 1945 

 
ALDRIDGE, L.W. Corporal, 186781V. 
Q Service Corps, South African Forces.  
Died 26 April 1945. 
Buried Florence War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: III. G. 9. 
Corporal Aldridge’s is the only Second World War death which is recorded by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission with exactly matching initials and 
surname, but regrettably it has not been possible at the time of carrying out these 
brief transcriptions, to find additional details linking this soldier with the Biggin Hill 
area of Kent, or over the Surrey border. Prior to enlisting in the South African 
Forces, this casualty had been a railway employee. Purely speculation on the 
part of the transcriber of these brief commemorations, but as can be seen at the 
commemoration of D. LEY, arguably the best match is also a South African 
casualty, and it might have been possible that Aldridge and Ley had been former 
residents of the Cudham/Biggin Hill area who had gone to South Africa together. 
As the names of those who died in or resultant of the Second World War, were 
not added to the Biggin Hill civic war memorial until twelve years after the 
cessation of the hostilities, combined with the fact that virtually every form of war 
rememberance in Kent (and elsewhere) contain errors, it might be the case that 
the following Kent soldier is the person who is commemorated on the war 
memorial, albeit with one different initial:- 
ALDRIDGE, LEONARD G. Private, 14551653. 
1st Battalion, York & Lancaster Regiment.   
Died 27 July 1946. Aged 21. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Arthur W. and Ethel Aldridge (née Wooding) of Old Bexley, Kent. 
Buried Hamburg War Cemetery, Germany. Grave Ref: 3A. B. 7. 
Leonard’s birth was registered in the Malling, Kent, Registration District, during 
the last quarter of 1925. 
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BATEMAN , THOMAS JOHN BENJAMIN. Able Seaman, C/SSX 22466. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Duchess. 
Died 12 December 1939. Aged 19. 
Born Kent. 
Son of John and Sarah Ann Bateman (née Bailey).  
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 33, Column1. 
Built by Palmers Shipbuilding & Iron Co Ltd of Jarrow-on-Tyne, H.M.S. Duchess 
was a 1375 ton D class destroyer, and was commissioned on 24 January 1933. 
On 12 December 1939 H.M.S. Duchess, commanded by 34 year old Lieutenant 
Commander Robert Charles Meadows White, R.N. was arriving in the river Clyde 
and escorting the Queen Elizabeth class battleship H.M.S. Barham. At 0400 
hours in the North Channel, when both ships were zigzagging approximately nine 
nautical miles off Mull of Kintyre, they collided, at which time the much larger and 
heavier battleship cut H.M.S. Duchess in half. At a later Admiralty Board of 
Enquirey into the tragedy, it was deduced that the fog which prevailed in the area 
at the time of the destroyers’ loss was a major contributory factor, and also noted 
that there were only 23 survivors of the 160 crew. Numbered amongst those lost 
was the destroyers’ commander who was the son of Sir Robert Eaton White, Bt., 
and Lady White, of Woodbridge, Suffolk.  
 
BEADLE , DONALD JOSHUA. Flight Sergeant (Navigator /Radar), 1322835. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.169 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 2 May 1945. Aged 21.  
Born Kent. 
Son of William J. A. Beadle and Ethel E. Beadle (née Cole) of 2, Mount Pleasant, 
Biggin Hill, Kent 
Buried Kiel War Cemetery, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany. Grave Ref: 1. B. 16.  
Donald has the sad distinction of being one of the very last deaths in action, of 
the volunteers who flew with R.A.F. Bomber Command, during the Second World 
War, of which almost sixty percent (over 55,000) lost their lives. There had been 
no offensive operations by Bomber Command since 26/27 April 1945, and most 
squadrons thought that their war in Europe was over, but it was feared that the 
Germans were assembling ships at Kiel to transport troops to Norway in order to 
carry on the war there. A last raid by No. 8 Group Mosquitos was organized, with 
a large supporting effort being provided. 16 Mosquito bombers of No. 8 Group 
and 37 Mosquitos of No 100 Group were first dispatched to attack airfields in the 
Kiel area. Piloted by Flying Officer (Pilot) Robert Catterall D.F.C., Mosquito 
MM680 VI- of 169 Squadron, R.A.F., No 100 Group, took off from R.A.F. 
Massingham, Norfolk, at 2110 hours on 2 May 1945, to carry out a low-level 
napalm attack on Jagel airfield, with Donald as the other member of the 
Mosquitos crew. Donald and Robert’s Mosquitos was shot down by flak guns as 
they were carrying out their detailed low-level napalm attack on Jagel airfield. 
Although the exact crash site was not officially established, the both bodies of the 
Mosquito crew were recovered, and eventually laid to rest in adjacent graves at 
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Kiel War Cemetery. On the day that Donald was killed, 126 Mosquitos of No. 8 
Group, Bomber Command, also attacked Kiel in two raids, one hour apart. The 
target area was almost completely cloud-covered but H2S and Oboe were used. 
Large fires on the ground were seen through the cloud. No Mosquitos were lost 
on these raids. Towards morning, a large column of military vehicles departed in 
the direction of Flensburg on the Danish frontier. 'The upsurge in the population's 
morale was indescribable', comments the town diary. 'There was a final spasm of 
fear when explosions were heard from the harbour but these turned out to be all 
the flak guns and warships in the harbour firing off their ammunition.' After this, 
Kiel was declared an open, undefended town. As soon as this happened, all the 
military stores and some of the civilian ones containing rationed goods were 
thrown open to the public, before allied troops arrived thirty six hours later. 
Donald’s Mosquito, together with the two Halifaxes that collided on this date, 
were the last Bomber Command aircraft lost on operations during the Second 
World War. Donald’s squadron was based at R.A.F. Massingham between 4 
June 1944 and 10 August 1945. A Roll of Honour was dedicated on 26 
September 1998, at a Memorial Service in the parish church of St. Andrews 
Church, Little Massingham, Norfolk, it contains the names of all crewmen from 
R.A.F. Massingham and residents, including details of operations and place of 
burial, who were lost in all operations between 1940 and 1945, including details 
appertaining to Donald J. Beadle from Biggin Hill, Kent. 
 
BOAZ, HAROLD. Warrant Officer Class I (R.S.M.), 794758 
Royal Artillery, attached to the 301 Field Regiment, East African Artillery  
Died 12 February 1944. Aged 29.  
Born Chester, Cheshire. Enlisted Cheshire. 
Son of William and Elizabeth Boaz (née Gale) of Nantwich, Cheshire. 
Husband of Agnes Meneely Boaz of Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Commemorated on the East Africa Memorial, Nairobi War Cemetery, Kenya.  
Column 1.  
Pre war member of the Royal Artillery. Harold was numbered amongst the many 
servicemen and women who were lost in the sinking of the 7513 ton troopship 
SS Khedive Ismail. The vessel broke in two after she was torpedoed and sunk by 
the Japanese submarine I-27 in the Indian Ocean, when she was in Convoy KR8 
en route from Mombasa to Colombo, Ceylon on 12 February 1944. Those who 
are commemorated on the East Africa Memorial; which also includes a great 
number of members of the 301st Field Regiment, East African Artillery, also 
sadly include seventy-seven women, as not only was the loss of the SS Khedive 
Ismail Britain’s third worst Allied shipping disaster of the Second World War, it is 
also remembered as being the single worst loss of female service personnel in 
the history of the British Commonwealth. No less than 1,297 people lost their 
lives in the space of the two minutes it took to sink the ship. The SS Khedive 
Ismail was transporting 1,511 personnel from the Army, and both the Royal and 
Merchant Navies. Only 208 men and 6 women survived the ordeal, several of 
those lost were as the result of the attack by depth-charges from the destroyers 
H.M.S. Paladin and H.M.S. Petard, whose commanders had to make the difficult 
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decision to attempt to sink the I-27 despite many survivors being in the water. As 
the result of the depth charges, eventually the Japanese submarine was forced 
to the surface, and her gun crews tried to man the deck gun, but to no avail as 
they were eliminated by the destroyers’ guns. Although about only 1000 yards 
away from the target, seven torpedoes were fired before one actually hit the 
targeted submarine, thereby ending the activities of the submarines notorious 
commander; Captain Toshiaki Fukumura, and the Imperial Japanese Navy 
submarine I-27, which went down with 99 hands sixty miles to the north west of 
Addu Atoll, only one of the crew of the I-27 survived who was rescued by the 
British. After his death Toshiaki Fukumura was posthumously promoted by two 
ranks to that of a Rear Admiral. Most of the relevant Admiralty papers, relating to 
the loss of the SS Khedive Ismail and subsequent sinking of the Imperial 
Japanese Navy submarine I-27, were not released for forty years due to the 
sensitivity of same. Commander Rupert Egan of H.M.S. Petard, who had played 
a vital part in sinking a submarine from each of the axis nations, was so 
distraught over the enormity of the “Khedive Ishmael” disaster, and the loss of life 
among survivors following his successful attack on Fukumura, and the I-27, that 
sadly he eventually committed suicide, H.M.S. Petard is probably best 
remembered however for its connection with the scuttling of the German u-boat 
U-559 and the “Enigma machine.”  
 
DADD, DAVID, CHARLES. Trooper, 5389445. 
59th Regiment, Reconnaissance Corps, Royal Armoured Corps.  
Died 26 August 1944.  
Born Surrey. Resided Kent. 
Son of David Dadd and Beatrice M. Dadd (née Taylor). 
Buried Ranville War Cemetery, Calvados, France. Grave Ref: VIII. D. 3.  
David formerly served as a Private in the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light 
Infantry. The 59th Reconnaissance Regiment was formed in 1941, and in 1944 it 
was absorbed into the Royal Armoured Corps, serving as part of the 59th 
(Staffordshire) Division until 31 August 1944. 
 
FAIRS, MAURICE RICHARD. Gunner, 988051. 
12 Battery, 6 Heavy Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery. 
Died 1 March 1942. Aged 27.  
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Richard and Gertrude May Fairs (née Wraight). 
Husband of Beatrice Alice Fairs of Bow, London. 
Buried Jakarta War Cemetery, Indonesia. Grave Ref: 6. A. 6.  
Armed with 3.7 in guns, in February 1942 the 6 Heavy Anti Aircraft Regiment, 
Royal Artillery was comprised of No.3, 12, and 15 Batteries. 3 Battery was in 
Singapore City, and 12 and15 Batteries were based at P1 and P2 airfields in 
Sumatra, and then fought against the invading Japanese as infantry in Java. In 
view of Maurice’s date of death, it would seem likely that he died fighting the 
Japanese on the same day that they had successfully landed near the port of 
Batavia, Indonesia.  
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GIBBS, HAROLD THEAKSTON. M.M. Flight Sergeant, 560149. 
Royal Air Force. 
Died 30 April 1942. 
Buried Malta (Capuccini) Naval Cemetery, Malta, G.C.  
Grave Ref: Protestant Section (Men's). Plot F. Collective Grave 101.  
Data accessed to help compile these brief commemorations, revealed that at one 
stage during the ‘Siege of Malta’ between June 1940 and December 1942, 
Harold  “built his own gun mounting and joined in with Station Defence, definitely 
destroying one enemy aircraft and seriously damaged seven others, displaying 
courage, determination and sheer cussedness, to be awarded the Military 
Medal.” Other data shows that the Supplement to the London Gazette dated 22 
May 1942, which contains the following:-“Flight Sergeant Gibbs has invariably 
displayed courage and determination in the defence of his aerodrome during 
enemy air attacks. He has been constantly on duty in manning a machine-gun 
post, which he erected himself, and has destroyed 1 enemy aircraft and probably 
destroyed 7 more. He has always been willing to give any assistance necessary 
after raids. This airman's fearlessness has set a fine example to all." 
 
GOUGH, ARCHER THOMAS GEORGE. Sergeant, 1375829. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 58 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 20 April 1942. Aged 28. 
Born Lewisham, Kent. 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Frederick A. Gough (née Cooper) of Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 84.  
Archer’s squadron was flying Whitleys from Yorkshire at the outbreak of the 
Second World War, and first went into action on the night of 3/4 September, 
1939, when - in conjunction with No. 51 Squadron - it maid a leaflet raid over 
Germany. This was the first occasion on which R.A.F aircraft penetrated into 
Germany during the Second World War. A few weeks after this operation No. 58 
was ordered to an airfield in South-West England for duty with Coastal Command 
and until late January, 1940, it was employed on escorting convoys and flying 
anti-submarine patrols. The squadron returned to Yorkshire in February and from 
April, 1940 to March, 1942, played a prominent part in the night-bombing 
offensive. Its targets were of the widest variety, from airfields, road and railway 
communications, marshalling yards and industrial centres, to the Channel Ports, 
oil and petrol installations and shipping at sea. Three highlights of this period 
were the squadron's participation in the first big attack on the German mainland 
(München-Gladbach) on 11th/12th May, 1940; the first attack on Italy (primary 
target Turin) on 11/12 June, 1940; and the first attack on Berlin, on 25/26 August, 
1940. In April 1942, No. 58 Squadron was transferred to Coastal Command and 
during the remainder of the war, as a general reconnaissance unit (flying 
Halifaxes from 1943 onwards), and took a considerable toll of enemy surface 
vessels, in addition to sinking five German uboats, and also sharing in the 
destruction of two others, before the squadron was disbanded on 25 May 1945. 
Archer had been one of the crew of an Armstrong Whitworth Whitley V, AW38 
Z9388, that had taken off from R.A.F. St. Eval, Cornwall on 19 April 1942, and 
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which is believed to have suffered engine failure before it crashed into the sea 
approximately 120 miles south of the Fastnet Rock Lighthouse, with the loss of 
all the crew of the aircraft. 58 Squadron, Royal Air Force was based at R.A.F. St. 
Eval from 8 April 1942 to 30 August 1942.  
 
HILL, ERNEST GEORGE. Private, 6344738. 
6th Battalion, Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment. 
Died 20 May 1940. Aged 20. 
Born Sussex. Resided Surrey. 
Son of William George Fredrick Hill and Annie Lizzie Hill (née Francis) of Biggin 
Hill, Kent. 
Buried Grouches-Luchuel (Grouches) Churchyard, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: Grave 2.  
The churchyard where Ernest is at rest contains three Commonwealth casualties, 
all being members of the same battalion who died on the same day. 
 
HUMMERSTON, GEORGE AUGUSTUS. Leading Aircraftman, 1079453. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 
Died 16 June 1945. Aged 33. 
Son of George Augustus and Florence Lilian Hummerston (née Icke) of “Cedars,” 
Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Husband of Hilda Alice Hummerston of “Auckland,” Village Green Avenue, Biggin 
Hill, Kent. 
Buried Biggin Hill Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: Section B. Grave 1291. 
 
LAMBERT , JOB. Able Seaman, C/JX 376632. 
Royal Navy, H.M.M.T.B. 671.  
Died 24 April 1944. Aged 20.  
Born Croydon, Surrey. 
Son of Job and Lily Lambert (née Dimmock) of Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Buried Haslar Royal Naval Hospital, Gosport, Hampshire. Grave Ref: E. 65. 2.   
The 95 ton H.M. Motor Torpedo Boat 671 was sunk during a torpedo attack on 
enemy destroyers, which was carried out off the little fishing port of Barfleur on 
the north eastern tip of Manche’s Cotentin Peninsula, Northern France. Job was 
numbered amongst the 20 crew members of H.M. Motor Torpedo Boat 671 who 
perished during the attack on 24 April 1944. 
 
LEE, SYDNEY RUPERT. Aircraftman 1st Class, 532191. 
Royal Air Force.  
Died 17 September 1939. 
Son of Frederick and Lizzie Lee (née Edwards). 
Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 3.  
At the time of his death, Sydney was one of the Royal Air Force personnel that 
were serving on the 22,500 ton aircraft carrier H.M.S. Courageous (50). Built by 
Sir W.G. Armstrong, Whitworth & Co Ltd, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, H.M.S. 
Courageous was originally commissioned as a large light cruiser on 4 November 
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1916. Commanded by 49 year old Captain Wilfred Totfield Makeig-Jones, 
R.N., at the time of her loss, whilst she was engaged on an anti-submarine patrol 
approximately 350 miles west of Lands End, Cornwall. The aircraft carrier was 
being escorted by the Royal Navy destroyers H.M.S. Inglefield (D 02), which was 
commanded by Captain A.G. Talbot, R,N., H.M.S. Ivanhoe (D16) commanded by 
Commander B. Jones, R.N., H.M.S. Impulsive (D11) commanded by Lieutenant-
Commander W.S. Thomas, R.N., and H.M.S. Intrepid (D 10) commanded by 
Commander J.W. Josselyn, R.N. At 1445 hours, the group of Royal Navy ships 
picked up a distress call from the 5,193 ton British merchant steamer Kafiristan, 
which was being attacked by the German u-boat U-53 about 350 miles west of 
Cape Clear. The destroyers H.M.S. Intrepid and H.M.S. Inglefield were 
immediately detached to assist the Kafiristan, and H.M.S. Courageous launched 
four of her Swordfish aircraft, one of which managed to force the U-53 to dive, 
but without damaging it at 1700 hours. At approximately 1800 hours, German u-
boat U-29 commanded by Kapitänleutnant Otto Schuhart spotted the carrier 
group and began chasing it, but had no chance to get into a favorable attack 
position until the carrier turned into the wind to recover the four Swordfish 
returning from the search for the U-53. She was now heading on a straight 
course at 18 knots towards the u-boat, which attacked only five minutes after the 
last aircraft had landed. At 1950 hours, Otto Schuhart fired a spread of three G7e 
torpedoes at H.M.S. Courageous, and hit her with two of them on the port side of 
the aircraft carrier aft of the bridge. She almost immediately took a heavy list to 
port and sank after 17 minutes, when she was about 190 miles southwest of 
Dursey Head, Ireland. The commander, 17 officers and 501 ratings were lost, 
including 36 of the Royal Air Force service crewmen, one of whom was Sydney 
Lee. All of the Swordfish aircraft of 811 and 822 Squadrons of the Fleet Air Arm 
were lost with the sinking of the ship. Born in Hamburg, Germany, on 1 April 
1909, Otto Schuhart was on his first war patrol, having sailed from 
Wilhelmshaven on19 August 1939, when he sank H.M.S. Courageous, which 
was the forth ship he hit. The sinking of H.M.S. Courageous was first outstanding 
sinking by the U-boat arm of the Kriegsmarine, and for which the whole crew 
received the Iron Cross 2nd Class, apart from Otto Schuhart who also 
additionally received the Iron Cross 1st Class. By the end of the Second World 
War, Otto Schuhart was ranked as a “u-boat ace,” sinking a total of 13 ships, 
despite the fact that 1941 he became an instructor in the 1st ULD 
(Unterseeboots-Lehr-Division) and in June 1943 became the commander of the 
21st Flotilla. Having survived the war and been awarded the Knight Cross Otto 
Schuhart joined the German Bundesmarine in 1955, before retiring in 1967 with 
the rank of Kapitän zur See. Aged 80, Otto Schuhart died on 26 February 1990.  
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LEY, D. As commemorated on the Cudham & Biggin Hill civic war memorial, 
arguably the best match appears to be the following casualty. Please see the 
transcribers additional speculative comments re this casualty, at the brief 
commemoration in rememberance of L.W. ALDRIDGE, South African Forces. 
LEY, D.E. Lance Corporal, 78518V. 
8th Field Squadron, South African Engineers. 
Died 2 July 1944. 
Buried Foiano Della Chiana War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: I . P. 6 
 
LILLYMAN , FRANCIS JOHN. Corporal, 1870478. 
7 Bomb Disposal Company, Royal Engineers.  
Died 6 November 1940. Aged 21. 
Born North West London. Resided Kent. 
Son of John Richard and Eva Louisa Lillyman (née George) of Moselle Road, 
Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Buried Yeovil Cemetery, Preston Road, Yeovil, Somerset, BA21 3AG.  
Grave Ref: Division A. Grave 2364.  
Pre war member of the Royal Engineers.   
 
MANTLE, LEONARD GEORGE. Private, 4470325. 
16th Battalion, Durham Light Infantry. 
Died 23 September 1943. Aged 20. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Eldest son of George Henry Mantle and Gertrude Mary Mantle (née Bishop) of 
77 Westerham Road, Keston, Orpington, Kent.   
Buried Salerno War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: II. B. 33.  
Also commemorated on the Keston, Orpington, Kent, civic war memorial. 
Prior to his military call up in the spring of 1942, Leonard had served as a 
member of the Keston, Kent, Home Guard Detachment, ("C" Company), 52nd 
Battalion, Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.  
 
MILLS, J.R. As commemorated on the war memorial. No clear trace at this time. 
 
NEVARD, REGINALD HENRY GEORGE.  Sergeant (Flight Engineer), 1836474. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 190 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 6 November 1944. Aged 20. 
Born Biggin Hill, Kent 27 August 1924. 
Son of Arthur Henry Nevard and Annie Louise Nevard (née Evans). 
Buried Enkhuizen General Cemetery, Netherlands.  
Grave Ref: Plot 1. Row X. Joint grave 5.  
Reginald was the Flight Engineer on Stirling Mk IV, LK195 that was piloted by 
Flying Officer (Pilot) Edwin D. Hodgson, of the Royal Canadian Air Force, which 
took off from R.A.F. Great Dunmow, Essex, on 6 November 1944 to carry out a 
mission codenamed Dudley 3. The mission was to drop various supplies to the 
Dutch resistance on a drop zone in the Noordoost Polder, in the province of 
Overijssel on the east side of the Ijsselmeer (Zuider Zee). Nearing the drop zone 
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it would seem likely that the crew of the Stirling had problems locating it, and that 
in an effort to locate it the aircraft flew extremely low. Post war eyewitness 
reports by members of the local populace, commented that they had heard the 
Stirling flying very low as it passed over the town of Venhuizen near Enkhuizen, 
and had actually also heard the aircraft as it had crashed into the IJsselmeer just 
of the coast of Venhuizen, killing all of the crew. Five of the six crew members 
were recovered at the time and were laid to rest at Enkhuizen.� In 1948 the 
municipality of Venhuizen unveiled a monument at the dike near the crash site, in 
rememberance of the crew of Stirling LK195. When the wreckage of the Stirling 
was recovered in 1991, the remains of the rear gunner, 31 year old Flying Officer 
(Air Gunner) Henry Edward Evans, of Saltney, Flintshire, North Wales, who was 
the missing crew member were found. Henry was later interred in the 
Bovenkarspel Communal Cemetery, North Holland Province, Netherlands. A 
memorial in the south west of the cemetery commemorating Henry was paid for 
and erected by the local authorities. 
 
NEWMAN, JOHN. Private, 6299915.  
5th Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).   
Died 8 April 1943. Aged 19.  
Born South East London. Resided Kent.  
Son of Arthur Philip Newman and Eliza Newman of Biggin Hill, Kent.  
Buried Oued Zarga War Cemetery, Tunisia. Grave Ref: 1. K. 23. 
 
PAYNE, JOHN ROWLAND. Leading Stoker, C/KX 88568. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Cowdray. 
Died 8 November 1942. Aged 26. 
Son of the late Captain James Payne and Mrs. Beatrice Payne of the Nightingale 
Cafe, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 61, Column 2.  
The following newspaper extract appeared in The Kentish Times dated 2 April 
1943. "Missing A.B. John Payne, R.N. son of the late Captain James Payne and 
Mrs. Beatrice Payne of the Nightingale Cafe, Biggin Hill, who is now residing at 
Orpington, has been reported missing (presumed killed). John Payne who was 
26, served on H.M.S. York, which was sunk off Crete in 1941 (26th March). He 
had served with the convoys to Russia and was reported missing on 8th 
November (1942), the day of the Allied landings in North Africa. He was 
educated at Keston Council School, and was an assistant at Robin's Stores, 
Biggin Hill for some time, and later was employed at Bombers Farm, Westerham 
Hill." During a patrol off "C" Beach, to the east of Cape Natifou, Algeria, John’s 
ship came under heavy enemy air attack by torpedo and bombing. All of the 
torpedoes missed but a bomb struck the forward structure on her starboard side 
and exploded under the hull, causing extensive damage under No 1 Boiler 
Room, which left the ship disabled, and resulted in 17 casualties including 5 
Stokers deaths. H.M.S. Cowdray was a Type II Hunt Class Escort Destroyer 
ordered from Scotts of Greenock on 4 September 1939 under the 1939 War 
Emergency Programme, and was the first Royal Navy ship to bear the name. 
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PITCHES, WALTER JAMES. Gunner, 1558378. 
85 Anti-Tank Regiment, Royal Artillery. 
Died 1 March 1942. Aged 21. 
Born and resided South East London. 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Pitches. 
Stepson of Mrs. L. M. Pitches of Hill Crest Road, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Singapore Memorial, Kranji War Cemetery, Singapore. 
Column 28.   
The 85 Anti-Tank Regiment, Royal Artillery, in which Walter was serving when he 
died was a Territorial Army unit. It was formed in September 1941 from the 20, 
63, 68 and 70 Anti-Tank Regiment, Royal Artillery, and served for two months as 
part of Home Command engaged on defensive duty in the United Kingdom. In 
November 1941, it was transferred to serve as part of Malaya Command. In 
February 1942 during the Fall of Singapore, the survivors of the regiment were 
captured by the Japanese. Many of Walter’s former comrades subsequently died 
whilst prisoners of war. 
 
RICHES, FREDERICK HENRY. A.L.A.A. Flight Sergeant (Navigator), 1460401. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 640 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 14 February 1945. Aged 32. 
Son of Richard Albert Riches and Margaret Elizabeth Riches (née Tarling).  
Husband of Ethel Gladys Riches of Sanderstead, Surrey. 
Buried Dürnbach War Cemetery, Bad Tolz, Bayern, Germany.  
Grave Ref: Collective grave 5. A. 7-10.  
Halifax bomber MZ856 C8-S was delivered to Frederick’s squadron, by the 
English Electric Co. (Salmesbury & Preston) between 14 and 29July 1944. Flown 
by Pilot Officer Henri Maria De Bij who was a Dutchman serving in the Royal Air 
Force Volunteer Reserve, Halifax bomber MZ856 C8-S took off at 1704 hours on 
14 February 1945 from R.A.F. Leconfield, Yorkshire, to take part in a raid on 
Chemnitz, Germany, as part of the overall ‘Operation Thunder.’ 499 Lancasters 
and 218 Halifaxes of Numbers 1, 3,4,6 and 8 Groups took part on the Chemnitz 
raid of 14/15 February 1945. 8 Lancasters and 5 Halifaxes were lost on the raid, 
and Frederick’s aircraft was two from 640 Squadron that were lost. This raid took 
place in two phases, three hours apart. A very elaborate diversion plan 
succeeded in keeping bomber casualties down but Chemnitz was also spared 
from the worst effects of its first major R.A.F. raid. Both parts of the bomber force 
found the target area covered by cloud and only skymarking could be employed. 
Post-raid reconnaissance showed that many parts of the city had been hit, but 
that most of the bombing was in open country. Cause of the loss and crash-site 
of Halifax bomber MZ856 C8-S was not established, but the bodies of all seven 
of the crew were recovered and laid to rest at Dürnbach War Cemetery. No 640 
Squadron, Royal Air Force was formed at Leconfield, Yorkshire on 7 January 
1944 from C Flight of No.158 Squadron. Equipped with Halifaxes, it took part in 
the bombing offensive against Germany until the end of the war, and was 
disbanded on 7 May 1945. 
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SPARKES, BERNARD KENNETH. Sergeant (Air Gunner), 1320930. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 625 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 20 February 1944. Aged 23. 
Born Northamptonshire. 
Son of Arthur G. Sparkes and Edith Sparkes (née Lambert). 
Husband of Audrey Sparkes. 
Buried Hanover War Cemetery, Germany. Grave Ref: 16. C. 17.  
Bernard was serving as an Air Gunner on Lancaster JA862 CT-T that was being 
flown by 22 year old Squadron Leader Barry Nicholas Douetil, which took off 
from R.A.F. Kelstern, Lincolnshire at 2333 hours on Saturday 19 February 1944, 
to take part in a raid on Leipzig, which was being carried out by 823 aircraft and 
was comprised of 561 Lancasters, 255 Halifaxes, 7 Mosquitos. Bernard’s aircraft 
was shot down by German night fighter and crashed at 0243 hours on 20 
February 1944, about three and a half miles north of Langenhagen Airfield, 
Resse-Wiechendorf, Hannover, Germany. Of 5 the bombers 7 crew members 
were killed in the crash, and two were captured. Squadron Leader Douetil was 
given the POW number 3594 and was held at Stalag Luft Sagan and Belaria. He 
survived the Second World War and died in London in April 1993, aged 71. Flight 
Sergeant Fred Thomas Price of Leeds, Yorkshire was given the POW number 
1615 and was held at Stalag Kopernikus. On 19 April 1945, Fred was badly 
wounded when the POW column in which he was marching was attacked by 
Typhoons. He died of his injuries on 30 April 1945, and is at rest in the Berlin 
1939-45 War Cemetery, Germany. The aircraft, on which Bernard was serving as 
an Air Gunner when he lost his life, was one of 550 Avro Lancasters that were 
ordered from the manufactures A.V. Roe of Chadderton, Lancashire late in 1941, 
and was delivered to 460 Squadron, Royal Air Force at R.A.F. Binbrook, 
Lincolnshire on 6 July 1943, joining Bernard’s squadron on 2 December 1943. 
When lost on 20 February 1944, Bernard’s aircraft had completed a total of 
381.43 hours, and had taken part on several important missions with both 460 
and 625 Squadrons.  During the raid on Leipzig; 44 Lancasters and 34 Halifaxes 
were lost, The Halifax loss rate equated to 13.3 per cent of those dispatched, and 
14.9 per cent of those Halifaxes which reached the enemy coast after 'early 
returns' had turned back. The Halifax IIs and Vs were permanently withdrawn 
from operations to Germany after this raid. This was an unhappy raid for Bomber 
Command. The German controllers only sent part of their force of fighters to the 
Kiel minelaying diversion. When the main bomber force crossed the Dutch coast, 
they were met by a further part of the German fighter force, and those German 
fighters which had been sent north to Kiel hurriedly returned. The bomber stream 
was thus under attack all the way to the target. There were further difficulties at 
the target because winds were not as forecast, and many aircraft reached the 
Leipzig area too early and had to orbit and await the Pathfinders. 4 aircraft were 
lost by collision and approximately 20 were shot down by flak. Leipzig was cloud-
covered and the Pathfinders had to use skymarking. The raid appeared to be 
concentrated in its early stages but scattered later. Bernard’s Lancaster was one 
of three from 625 Squadron, Royal Air Force that failed to return from Leipzig, 
which was the heaviest Bomber Command loss of the war at that time. 
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SPARKES, ROBERT ALFRED. Flight Sergeant (Air Gunner), 1393942. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 620 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 6 June 1944. Aged 24. 
Born East London. 
Son of George Henry Robert Sparkes and Lucy Sparkes (née Moss), of Jail 
Lane, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Buried La Delivrande War Cemetery, Douvres-la-Delivrande, Calvados, France. 
Grave Ref: Commemorated on Special Memorial III. K. 4.  
620 Squadron, R.A.F. was formed from C Flight of 214 Squadron, R.A.F. on 17 
June 1943 at R.A.F. Chedburgh, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, as a heavy bomber 
unit in No. 3 Group Bomber Command, and equipped with Stirlings it began 
operations just two days later. On the night of19/20 June, the squadron began 
operations with an attack by eight Stirlings on the Schneider iron, steel and 
armament works at Le Creusot, Saône-et-Loire, département Burgundy région, 
of east-central France. During the next four months the squadron bombed 
several industrial centres in Germany, and also carried out many minelaying 
operations. Robert’s squadron continued to carry out night bombing missions 
until 19 November 1943, then moving a few days later to R.A.F. Leicester East to 
become an airborne forces squadron. The squadrons training in glider-towing 
and supply dropping, was supplemented by operational trips over France to drop 
supplies to French resistance forces, which commenced on 4 February 1944. In 
March 1944 the squadron moved to R.A.F. Fairford, Gloucestershire, where 
more glider-towing and parachute dropping was practised in preparation for the 
invasion of mainland Europe. Early on 6 June 1944 (D-Day), Robert’s squadron 
provided twenty three Stirlings during ‘(Operation Tonga), to drop paratroopers of 
the British 6th Airborne Division near the town of Caen, at the centre of the 6th 
Airborne Division's position was Ranville, a small village at the heart of what was 
a most strategic area. Robert was the Rear Gunner of Stirling EF268 which was 
flown by 24 year old Flying Officer (Pilot) Irvine N. Caskey, R.C.A.F. of 
MacDonald, Manitoba, Canada, which took off from R.A.F. Fairford, to drop 
twenty soldiers of the 7th (Light Infantry) Battalion, Parachute Regiment, Army 
Air Corps, who were part of the 5th Parachute Brigade. Robert’s aircraft was hit 
by German flak and crashed just to the east of Dives-sur-Mer, in the Calvados 
département in the Basse-Normandie, and near to the Houlgate Coastal Battery, 
which was one of a pair German coastal batteries that had been constructed and 
manned by the Kriegsmarine, but which were under army control. All the nine 
crew of the Stirling, and the twenty paratroopers on board were killed. After the 
paratroopers had been dropped on D-Day, they were then followed up on 7 June 
with eighteen aircraft of 620 Squadron, towing Airspeed Horsa Mark II assault 
gliders. 620 Squadron, Royal Air Force lost two other Stirling aircraft on D-Day, 
which were No. EF295 and No. EJ116, both of which were shot down near the 
Grangues Château with the loss of 52 men, including soldiers of the 7th (Light 
Infantry) Battalion, Parachute Regiment, Army Air Corps. Just inside the 
churchyard of Our Lady and St. Roch at Grangues, is a memorial which 
commemorates all the above 52 casualties of 6 June 1944. 
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STURROCK, DONALD ROY. Lance Corporal, 2696118. 
1st Battalion, Scots Guards.    
Died between 7 February 1944 and 10 February 1944. Aged 29.  
Born Biggin Hill, Kent. Resided London. 
Son of David and Amelia Harriet Sturrock (née Hunt) of Farnborough, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Cassino Memorial, Italy. Panel 4. 
Pre war member of the Scots Guards.    
 
TOWNSEND, DONALD GEORGE. Flight Sergeant (Navigator), 1321858. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 57 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 22 June 1944. 
Eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. George Townsend of Swievelands Road, Biggin Hill, 
Westerham, Kent. 
Buried Rheinberg War Cemetery, Kamp Lintfort, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany. 
Grave Ref: 14. C. 23.  
Lancaster III bomber B526 was delivered to 57 Squadron, Royal Air Force on 10 
November 1943, and given the code number DX-D. Prior to being lost on 22 
June 1944,by which time it had completed a total of 397 hours, the aircraft had 
taken part in a number of important bombing raids on Germany, primarily to 
Berlin. Flown by Pilot Officer (Pilot), S. Wightman, Lancaster JB526  DX-D took 
off from R.A.F. East Kirby, Lincolnshire, at 2300 hours on 21 June 1944, with 
Donald as the aircraft Navigator. Lancaster JB526  DX-D was amongst the133 
Lancasters and 6 Mosquitos setting off to attack the synthetic-oil plant at the 
German city of Wesseling, North Rhine-Westphalia All the aircraft in the bombing 
force were from No. 5 Group R.A.F. Bomber Command, except for of the 5 
Lancasters which were provided by No 1 Group. The weather forecast for the 
target area (and for the attack on Scholven/Buer which took place at the same 
time), predicted clear conditions but the bombing force actually encountered 
10/10ths low cloud. The planned No. 5 Group low-level marking method could 
not be used and the reserve method, in which the Lancasters bombed on H2S, 
was used instead. German night fighters made contact with the bomber force 
and 37 Lancasters were lost, with 44, 49 and 619 Squadrons each losing 6 
aircraft. Donald’s Lancaster was one of the aircraft which were intercepted 
outbound and destroyed by one of the enemy night fighters, and crashed less 
than a mile from the small town of Köslar, Bad Berneck, Germany. Post-raid 
reconnaissance showed that only slight damage was caused to the oil plant, but 
a secret German report quoted in the British Official History, records a 40 per 
cent production loss at Wesseling after this raid. It is possible that the loss was 
only of short duration. Pilot Officer (Pilot), S. Wightman, was the sole survivor of 
the seven crew of Lancaster JB526  DX-D, and was captured by enemy troops, 
and eventually interned in Camp L3, and became POW No.6312.” Although 
officially it is still unclear what happened during the destruction of Donald’s 
Lancaster, but it is thought that it had exploded in mid-air which had then 
jettisoned the pilot away the stricken aircraft. The town of Rheinberg lies in the 
west of Germany approximately 52 miles to the north of the city of Köln.  
 



 

 37 

TULLY, VERNON EDMUND. Rifleman, 6854220. 
10th (2nd Battalion The Rangers) Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps. 
Died 17 November 1944. Aged 33. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Miles Cornelius Tully and Eleanor Gwendoline Tully (née Thomas). 
Husband of Ellen Tully of Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Buried Biggin Hill Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: Section B. Grave 1406. 
 
WOLFE, ERIC EDWARD. Trooper, 7959657. 
2nd Lothians and Border Horse, Royal Armoured Corps.  
Died 7 January 1943. Aged 20. 
Born Cudham, Kent. Resided Keston, Bromley, Kent. 
Son of Albert Edward and Mary Ann Wolf (née Crittell )of 14, Westerham Road, 
Keston, Bromley, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Medjez-El-Bab Memorial, Tunisia. Face 5.  
Eric was on board the 7153 ton troopship SS Benalbanach (Leith) which was in 
the KM56 convoy on its way to North Africa for the "Torch" landings. At 1805 
hours on 7 January 1943 whilst on passage from the Clyde to Bone, North Africa 
with military personnel and supplies, the ship was attacked, torpedoed, and sunk 
by two German aircraft, when she was approximately 150 miles to the north-east 
of Algiers, Algeria. The torpedoes struck the ship in No.3 and No.5 holds, and a 
violent explosion occurred which caused the ship to sink in less than two 
minutes. A total of 57 crew members and 340 troops were lost.” Captain David 
K.C. MacGregor who was the ships 40 year old master, died in the water just as 
he was about to be rescued. 
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BENNETT, HENRY SAMUEL. Gunner, 1546795. 
34 Battery, 12 Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery. 
Died 18 August 1940. 
Born and resided North London. 
Buried Biggin Hill Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: Section B. Grave 1405. 

 
CHILD, REGINALD WILLIAM. Civilian casualty. 
Died 5 September 1940. Aged 43. 
Resided at Montbretia, Hawthorn Avenue, Jail Lane, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. M. Child.  
Reginald died at Shire Lane, Keston, Bromley, Kent. 
 
CURTIS, THOMAS. Civilian casualty. 
Died 30 August 1940. Aged 62. 
Resided at High Beeches, Sunning Vale Avenue, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
 
DRYDEN, MARJORIE MAUDE. Civilian casualty. 
Died 21 December 1943. Aged 39. 
Resided at Cotehele, St. Winifred's Road, Biggin Hill, Kent.  
Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. Hemming of 91 Church Hill, Walthamstow, Essex. 
Wife of Charles David Paul Dryden.  
Marjorie died at her home; “Cotehele,” St. Winifred's Road, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
 
EVANS, THOMAS. Civilian casualty. 
Died 30 August 1940. Aged 35. 
Resided at Crown Ash Cottage, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Son of the late H. G. and E. M. Evans of Salt Box Tea Rooms, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
 
LONGMAN, FRANK SHAW. Civilian casualty. 
Died 30 August 1940. Aged 56. 
Resided at Lyndhurst, Westerham Hill, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
 
LOWE, HERBERT BENJAMIN. Civilian casualty. 
Died 30 August 1940. Aged 58. 
Resided at Park View Bungalow, Main Road, Biggin Hill, Kent.  
Son of the late Mr. and Mrs. T. Lowe. 
 
LYDDON, JAMES RICHARD. Lieutenant, 62818. 
3rd Royal Tank Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps. 
Died 25 May 1940. Aged 25. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of George and Laurie Lyddon of Dartford, Kent. 
Husband of Edna Lyddon of Stone, Dartford, Kent. 
Buried Calais Southern Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: Plot P. Grave 16. 
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Commemorated at the Cudham Church of England Primary School, Jail Lane, 
Cudham, Kent. 
Pre war Territorial Army member of the Royal Tank Regiment, Royal Armoured 
Corps. James was employed as an Assistant Master at the above school from 
1935 until 1940. Mentioned in Despatches, James fell during the ‘Siege of Calais 
1940.’ The 3rd Royal Tank Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps, and the 229th 
Anti-Tank Battery, Royal Artillery, plus the Queen Victoria’s Rifles arrived in 
Calais on 22 May 1940. The indecent haste with which the units were moved 
meant they were not properly ready for action. James’s regiment which was 
equipped with Cruiser Mark 1 tanks, had not had the chance to test fire or "zero" 
their tanks' armament, and in addition to which the majority of their radios were 
not fitted. Brigadier Claude Nicholson took charge of the port of Calais, and all 
the British units that were there. On 22 May General Heinz Guderian (Hurrying 
Heinz) had ordered the German 10th Panzer Division, which was commanded by 
Generalmajor Ferdinand Schaal to capture Calais. On 24 May, in addition to the 
attacks by the German army, Calais was also subjected to bombing by Junkers 
JU88 dive bombers. Following a heavy German bombardment on the morning 
that James fell, Generalmajor Schaal vigorously renewed his attack. The 
assaults were thrown back by the defenders of Calais, and in the afternoon the 
fighting ceased briefly while Generalmajor Schaal sent several demands for 
surrender, one of which was carried by the Mayor of Calais, who had feared for 
the safety of the citizens under the bombardment. After the surrender demands 
were rejected, the intense fighting by both sides was re-commenced. 
 
MOXEY, ERIC LAWRENCE. G.C. Squadron Leader, 73498. 
Royal Air Force. 
Died 27 August, 1940. Aged 46. 
Born Sao Paulo, Brazil14 April 1894. 
Son of William Hall Moxey and Margaret Lawrence Moxey. 
Husband of Mary Arthur Moxey of Walton-on-Thames, Surrey.  
Buried Cudham (SS. Peter and Paul) Churchyard, Orpington, Kent.   
Grave Ref: Section NN. Grave 26. 
Eric’s son, 21 year old Pilot Officer (Pilot), Nigel Hall Moxey, also died on service. 
The following details appertaing to the award of the George Cross, were given in 
the London Gazette, dated17 December, 1940:- “On 27th August, 1940, it was 
reported that two unexploded bombs were embedded in an aerodrome. 
Squadron- Leader Moxey, a technical intelligence officer employed at the 
aerodrome, immediately volunteered to remove them, although fully aware of the 
risk entailed. One of the bombs exploded, causing his death. On many occasions 
Squadron Leader Moxey has exhibited similar complete disregard for his 
personal safety.” 
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NEVARD, REGINALD GORDON. Chief Baker. 
Merchant Navy, S.S. Nova Scotia (Liverpool). 
Died 28 November 1942. Aged 28. 
Born Biggin Hill, Kent, 30 June 1914. 
Son of James Horace Nevard and Annie Nevard (née Walker). 
Commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial, London. Panel 74. 
Merchant Navy Discharge number: R204693. 
Reginald’s uncle, Percy Nevard is one of the Great War casualties who are 
commemorated on the Biggin Hill, civic war memorial. In January 1941 the 6,796 
ton S.S. Nova Scotia was requisitioned for use as a troopship by (MoWT) the 
Ministry of War Transport. At 0715 hours on 28 November 1942, the unescorted 
S.S. Nova Scotia commanded by 55 year old Alfred Hender, of Crosby, 
Liverpool, Lancashire, was hit by three torpedoes from German u-boat U-177.  
S.S. Nova Scotia sank burning by the bow within ten minutes after being hit, 
southeast of Lourenço Marques, Portuguese East Africa. At the time of her loss, 
Reginald’s ship was carrying a number of passengers, 780 Italian civilian 
internees and 3000 bags of mail.  When the crew of the U-177 tried to identify the 
ship by questioning the survivors, they took the first two men aboard after 
hearing Italian voices. After the two Italian merchant sailors explained the 
situation, Korvettenkapitän Robert Gysae commanding the U-177 decided to 
leave the area and radioed the BdU for orders. Due to the events which 
happened after the sinking of the 19,695 ton Laconia on 12 September 1942, 
and what became known as the ‘Laconia Incident,’ the U-177 was ordered to 
continue its patrol. The BdU notified the Portuguese who sent the frigate ‘Alfonso 
de Albuquerque’ from Lourenço Marques. The ship rescued 17 crew members, 
one D.E.M.S. gunner, three military and naval personnel, one passenger, 42 
guards and 130 internees. The master, 96 crew members, ten D.E.M.S. gunners, 
eight military and naval personnel, five passengers, 88 South African guards and 
650 Italian internees were lost. Robert Gysae who sank the S.S. Nova Scotia 
was born at Berlin-Charlottenburg, Germany on 14 January 1911, he survived 
the Second World War and spent some weeks in captivity before going on to 
serve for more than two years in the German minesweeping service (Deutscher 
Minenräumdienst). During the postwar period he joined the Bundesmarine (post-
war West German Navy). During his time in the Bundesmarine he served for four 
years as a Navy attaché in the U.S.A. and then spent three years as 
Flottillenadmiral and Commander of the Marinedivision Nordsee before retiring in 
March 1970. Aged 78, Flottillenadmiral Robert Gysae died on 26 April1989. 
 
PEARSON, ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAME. D.F.C.  
Wing Commander (Pilot), 24138. 
Royal Air Force. 
Died 29 November 1944. 
Son of Charles Pearson and of Emily Pearson (née Sewell). 
Husband of Noreen Alba Pearson. 
Buried Cudham (SS. Peter and Paul) Churchyard, Orpington, Kent.   
Grave Ref: Section OO. Grave 18. 
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RAPHAEL , GORDON LEARMOUTH. D.S.O., D.F.C. and Bar. 
Group Captain (Pilot). 
Royal Air Force. 
Died 10 April 1945. Aged 28. 
Son of Doctor Howard Raphael and Pearl Raphael. 
Husband of Dorothy Pamela Raphael of Bournemouth, Hampshire. 
Buried Cudham (SS. Peter and Paul) Churchyard, Orpington, Kent.   
Grave Ref: Section OO. Grave 20. 
 
REYNOLDS, RICHARD WILLOUGHBY. Flight Lieutenant (Pilot), 33280. 
79 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 11 September 1939. Aged 24. 
Son of Charles Frederick and Kate Reynolds of Bickley, Bromley, Kent. 
Buried Cudham (SS. Peter and Paul) Churchyard, Orpington, Kent.   
Grave Ref: Section NN. Grave 22. 
 
ROBERTS, NORMAN ARTHUR. Civilian casualty. 
Died 30 August 1940. Aged 39. 
Resided at of Maytrees, Main Road, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Son of Richard Jillard Roberts, and Grace Roberts, of 21 Elm Road, Newton 
Abbot, Devon. 
 
ROGERS, DAISY ALEXANDRA. First Aid Post Member. 
Died 19 September 1940. Aged 39. 
Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. E. Willis of Cragside, Church Road, Hanwell, 
Middlesex.  
Wife of Reginald John Rogers of Witheridge, Lebanon Gardens, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Daisy died with her husband Reginald who is briefly commemorated below at 
Journeys End, Lebanon Gardens, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Commemorated at the Cudham Church of England Primary School, Jail Lane, 
Cudham, Kent. 
Daisey was employed as an Assistant Mistress at the above school from 1932 
until her death. 
 
ROGERS, REGINALD JOHN. Special Constable. 
Died 19 September 1940. Aged 40. 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. George Rogers of The Lodge, Crowsley Park, Henley-on-
Thames, Oxfordshire. 
Husband of Daisy Alexandra Rogers (née Wills) of Witheridge, Lebanon 
Gardens, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Reginald died with his wife Daisey who is briefly commemorated above at 
Journeys End, Lebanon Gardens, Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Commemorated at the Cudham Church of England Primary School, Jail Lane, 
Cudham, Kent. 
Reginald was employed as the Headmaster at the above school from 1929 until 
his death. 
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RUCKER, PATRICK WILLIAM. Captain, 108679. 
“D” Company, 7th Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Died 20 May 1940. Aged 40. 
Born Chislehurst, Kent 5 May 1900. Resided Kent. 
Son of Mary Emmeline Rucker (née Farmer) and the late Edward Augustus 
Rucker. 
Husband of Betty Stuart Rucker of Groombridge, Sussex. 
Commemorated on the Dunkirk Memorial, Nord, France. Column 63, and at 
Charterhouse School, Godalming, Surrey, also at Lords Cricket Ground, 
Middlesex. 
Patrick was killed in action at Amiens, France. As was the case with all of his 
brothers, Patrick was also a pupil at Charterhouse School, Godalming, Surrey. 
Patrick was at Charterhouse from 1913 to 1918 and was a member of 
Girdlestoneites House, and he was numbered amongst the 340 Carthusians who 
lost their lives in Second World War. From Charterhouse School, Patrick went up 
to Oxford University, where in addition to his studies he indulged in his passion 
for cricket. Although a no mean batsman and fielder, it was as a left-arm medium 
bowler that ‘Pat Rucker’ is best remembered at Oxford University, for which he 
played, with 1919 being his most successful year. A long time member of the 
M.C.C., Patrick is one of the 282 members of the M.C.C. who are 
commemorated on a memorial at Lords, which was unveiled by Field-Marshall 
Lord Bramall K.G., G.C.B., O.B.E., M.C., J.P. on 9 August 2005. For additional 
brief details appertaing to the Rücker/Rucker family, please also see the (Great 
War) commemoration of Patrick’s brother; Lieutenant Robin S. Rucker, R.A.F. 
 
RUSSEL, GEORGE VIVIAN DEREK. Captain, 143848. 
(Air Observation Post Pilot), Royal Artillery. 
Attached to 661 Air Observation. Post Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 22 June 1944. Aged 26. 
Son of Major Francis Cokayne Russel and Adelina Ethel Russel, of South 
Kensington, London. 
Buried Cudham (SS. Peter and Paul) Churchyard, Orpington, Kent.   
Grave Ref: Section OO. Grave 17. 
George’s squadron was formed at R.A.F. Old Sarum, Salisbury, Wiltshire, on 
Tuesday 31 August 1943 and initially was equipped with Auster III aircraft, and in 
March 1944 with the Auster IV. The primarily role of the squadron was to support 
the Canadian 1st Army, and in August 1944 it moved to France. Fighting in the 
break-out from Normandy it followed the Canadian 1st Army across the low 
countries and into Germany. Surplus to requirements, 661 Air Observation. Post 
Squadron was disbanded at Rostrup, Ammerland, Weser-Ems, Niedersachsen, 
Germany, on 31 October 1945. 
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SAYER, LAURENCE DUBOIS. Lance Serjeant, 1877336. 
1 Parachute Squadron, Royal Engineers. 
Died 24 November 1942. Aged 23. 
Born Ipswich, Suffolk. Resided London. 
Son of Major H. J. Sayer and Emily Sayer of Westerham Hill, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Medjez-El-Bab Memorial, Tunisia. Face 10. 
Pre war member of the Royal Engineers.  
 
SUTTON, ARTHUR FREDERICK. M.S.M. Captain (Q.M.), 97864. 
General List and Royal Engineers. 
Died 9 August 1945. Aged 55. 
Born Peckham, London. Resided Biggin Hill, Kent.  
Son of Alfred Henry and Amy Harriot Sutton (née Lardner). 
Husband of Gertie Sutton of Biggin Hill, Kent. 
Buried Biggin Hill Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: Section D. Grave 2196. 
Formerly Warrant Officer 1st Class. At the time of the 1901 census, the then 10 
year old Arthur resided with his parents and brother Alfred (junior), at 45 Fenham 
Road, Camberwell, London. Head of the house was 37 year old Bermondsey 
native Alfred Henry Sutton, who was employed as a Fancy Leather Goods 
Maker. Checking the Great War medal index cards revealed an entry for an 
Arthur F. Sutton, who served as a 2nd Corporal and later as a Staff Sergeant, 
with the regimental number 21805, Royal Engineers. The relevant entry shows 
that Arthur had been awarded the 1914 Star, British War Medal, and the Victory 
Medal, and that his 1914 Star which is sometimes, though erroneously known as 
the ‘Mons Star,’ bore the date bar ‘5th Aug-22nd Nov 1914.’ 
 
VEAL, EDWARD THOMAS. Aircraftman 2nd Class, 813038. 
Royal Air Force (Auxiliary Air Force). 
Died 30 August 1940. Aged 24. 
Born Gloucestershire.  
Son of Edward John and Ella Muriel Veal (née Neale) of Bedminster, Bristol, 
Gloucestershire. 
Buried Biggin Hill Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: Section B. Grave 1112. 
 
WATSON-PARKER , PATRICK IAN. Sergeant (Pilot), 741433. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.  
610 (City of Chester) Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 13 July 1940. 
Buried Cudham (SS. Peter and Paul) Churchyard, Orpington, Kent.   
Grave Ref: Section NN. Grave 24. 
Commemorated on the Second World War memorial plaque at Dover College, 
Kent, where Patrick had been a pupil. Patrick died when his aircraft, Spitfire I, 
R6807 crash landed at Tatsfield, Kent. The actual reason for the loss of Patrick’s 
Spitfire was never fully established. 
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WILCOCK, JOHN. Civilian casualty. 
Died 5 September 1940. Aged 64. 
Husband of M. F. Wilcock of 3 Stretton Road, Addiscombe, Croydon, Surrey.  
John was injured at Biggin Hill Aerodrome; and died later the same day whilst he 
was a patient at the County Hospital, Farnborough, Kent. 
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ALSO REMEMBERED WITH GRATEFUL APPRECIATION THOSE, WHO SINCE 
THE SECOND WORLD WAR, HAVE GIVEN THEIR LIVES IN CONFLICTS AND 

PEACE-KEEPING MISSIONS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 
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