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CHARING 

 
 

Our latest success is the grave of the late gallant Captain Ronald Neil Stuart VC, DSO, RD, 
RNR who lays in the Charing parish burial ground 4 miles outside Ashford. The Royal Navy very 
reluctantly agreed to replace his present decayed headstone with a more fitting tribute after 
sustained pressure from us over a period of 3 years. A new Portland stone Victoria Cross Pattern 
headstone was erected in February 2005. Neil Clark asked the Charing Parish Council for a small 
financial contribution. They donated nothing citing - no funds available. The parish church at 
Charing has produced a pamphlet for a walk around the village to see local “places of interest”. 
Unfortunately Ronald’s grave doesn’t warrant a mention in it. No one in Charing has ever seemed 
very interested in poor Ronald’s grave which is not entirely surprising given the state of the war 
memorials in Charing (Percy Timpson’s family tribute). We made a small donation in 2003 
towards the costs of having the village tribute professionally  re-signwritten (10% of the likely 
cost). The Rector of Charing told us that the war memorial was being treated as part of the fabric 
of the building and that no additional funds were available. What an odd thing to say. The War 
memorial has patently been allowed to gradually deteriorate over many years. In any case it 
would cost less than £300 to have the work done. The plaque remained untouched in December 
2005. The names of the fallen often can no longer be made out easily because the letters have 
faded so much. This reflects very badly on the church and the local parish council… 
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BARROWS F.J 
 
Private S/11299 Frederick James BARROWS. 1 st  Battalion, Gordon Highlanders. Died 
Wednesday 15th November 1916 aged 26 years. Born Charing. Enlisted Ashford. Son of Thomas 
and Sarah Barrows of Charing, Kent. Buried in the Wimereux Communal Cemetery, Wimereux, 
France. Grave reference II.A.7.  
 
Frederick died of shell wounds at the Australian General Hospital at Boulogne in France. He 
received these wounds whilst fighting with his battalion only a few days earlier. Before the war 
Frederick was well known locally as a gifted athlete. 
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Charing Hill, Charing 
 
Thomas BARROWS  30 Carter Farm  Charing 
Sarah A    40    Lenham 
Ellen     18 Mothers Helper  Charing 
Thomas William    16 Grocers Porter  Charing 
Frederick J    12    Charing 
Elizabeth    7    Charing 
Elsie M     3    Charing 
Lilian M     3    Charing 
 
On the 13th November 1916 the 1st battalion was in the rear of a failed attack on Serre in the 
Northern Somme Sector. On the 13th November 1916 the war diary records that 141 were 
casualties and that they withdrew to Rob Roy Trench. On the 17th November 1916 the 1st 
battalion withdrew to Courcelles. Frederick died of wounds that he received on 13th November 
1916. He was evacuated to a Base Hospital at Wimereux near Boulogne where he succumbed to 
wounds. His body was buried in the hospitals dedicated cemetery.  
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BIGG W.C 
 
Private 52478 William Charles BIGG. 7 th (Extra Reserve) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers. 
Formerly (F/3528) Middlesex Regiment. Died Monday 23rd April 1917. Born Charing. Enlisted 
Ashford. Resided Charing. William has no known grave. His name appears on the Arras 
Memorial, Arras, France. Panel reference Bay 3.  
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
High Street, Charing 
 
Private 264004 Frederick Arthur BIGG. Royal Horse A rtillery.  
 
The 7th (Extra Reserve) Royal Fusiliers was formed Artillery Place, Finsbury, London August 
1914. Landed France 27th July 1916 (190th Brigade, 63rd Division).  
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COCKLE F 
 
Private G/8631 Frederick (Fred) COCKLE. 6 th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Friday 4th August 1916. Born Whepstead, Suffolk. Enlisted Ashford. Resided Bury St 
Edmunds, Suffolk. Buried in the Pozieres British Cemetery, La Boisselle, France. Grave 
reference IV.E.21.  
 
On the 4th August 1916 the 6th battalion was in frontline trenches at Ovillers on The Somme, 
France. The battalion attacked enemy trench systems along Ration Trench and later in the day 
moved to Martinsart Wood. On the 7th August the battalion returned to trenches in front of 
Ovillers. The battalion withdrew to Bouzincourt on the 10th August 1916. Fred was killed 
somewhere near Ovillers and his body was buried nearby in Pozieres.  
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COLBREAY  C.J              
 
Private 10446 Charles John COLBREAY. 1 st Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers. Formerly 
(9108) 12th  Lancers. Died Gallipoli, Turkey on Saturday 12th  August 1915 aged 19 years. Born 
Westwell. Enlisted Woolwich, London. Resided Charing. Son of John and Catherine Colbreay of 
“Palace Cottage”, Market Place, Charing, Kent. Charles has no known grave. His name appears 
on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. Panel reference 185 to 190. 
 
Charles was employed by the Post Office as a Rural Postman between Charing and Charing 
Heath. Dissapointingly Charles name does not appear on the Ashford Post Office War Memorial 
that is kept in the Sorting Office in Tannery Lane. Charles was the first Charing man to volunteer 
for overseas service on the outbreak of war in August 1914. He lost his life in Gallipoli a year 
later. 
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Market Place, Charing 
 
John  COLBREAY  31 Wagoner on Farm Pett, Sussex 
Catherine    27    Woodchurch 
Charlie     4    Hothfield 
Ernest     3    Charing 
Leslie     1    Charing 
 
On the 21st July 1915 the 1st battalion embarked on the SS Basilisk for Cape Helles from Y 
Beach. The next day the battalion landed on V beach at 0400 hours. They moved to Gully Beach. 
On the 6th August the battalion moved forward to reserve positions and then later in the day to the 
front line. On the 13th July the battalion was relieved by the 4th Worcestershire Regiment and 
went to Gully Ravine. On the 20th August the battalion embarked on the SS Osmanieh for Suvla 
Bay. On the 21st April the battalion was in action all day. Their objective was Hill 121 near 
Chocolate Hill. This attack was unsucessful and the battalion lost many men – 25 men killed and 
150 men wounded.  
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COLEMAN H.G 
 
Bombardier 80434 Hubert Guy COLEMAN. “D” Battery, 6 3rd Brigade, Royal Field Artillery 
(RFA). Died 17th September 1915 aged 21 years. Born Charing, Kent. Enlisted Folkestone. Son 
of Mrs Anna Dorothy Adair of 45, Church Street, Great Budworth, Northwich, Cheshire. Buried in 
the Tancrez Farm Cemetery, Belgium. Grave reference I.A.16. 
 
Tancrez Farm Cemetery is located 17 Km south of Ieper town centre, on a road leading from the 
Rijselseweg N365, which connects Ieper to Wijtschate and on to Armentieres. From Ieper town 
centre the Rijselsestraat runs from the market square, through the Lille Gate (Rijselpoort) and 
directly over the crossroads with the Ieper ring road. The road name then changes to the 
Rijselseweg. 2 Km after the village of Ploegsteert lies the left hand turning onto Chemin de la 
Blanche (Witteweg). The cemetery is located by taking the first right hand turning from the 
Witteweg, past Motor Car Cemetery. At the end of this road the road turns to the left towards 
Touquet. The cemetery is located 500 metres along this road (Rue du Touquet) on the left hand 
side of the road. Historical Information: The commune of Ploegsteert remained under Allied 
occupation for much of the First World War, but was in German hands from 10 April to 29 
September 1918. Tancrez Farm Cemetery stands behind a rebuilt farm house which during the 
war housed an aid post. It was begun in December 1914 and was carried on by field ambulances 
and fighting units until March 1918. The cemetery now contains 333 Commonwealth burials and 
commemorations of the First World War. Six of the burials are unidentified but there is a special 
memorial to one casualty known to be buried among them. There are also two German war 
graves. The cemetery was designed by Charles Holden. 
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ELLEN F.S 
 
Lance Corporal 632110 Frederick Sydney ELLEN. 20 th (Blackheath & Woolwich) Battalion, 
London Regiment. Died Saturday 14th September 1918. Son of  George and Ann Ellen of 
Checksfield, Wicken Farm, Charing, Ashford, Kent. Buried in the Sunken Road Cemetery, 
Boisleux-St-Marc, France. Grave reference I.F.5. 
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
Checksfield, Wicken Farm, Charing 
 
Private 632110 Frederick Sydney ELLEN. 20 th London Regiment.  
George Valentine ELLEN.  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Wicken Farm, Charing 
 
George  ELLEN  53 Farmer   Elham 
Ann Elizabeth   48    Springfield, Maidstone 
Elizabeth Ann   25    Elham 
Percy    24 Farmers Son  Elham 
Michael    21    Elham 
George V   17    Elham 
Cecil William   15    Elham 
Emily L    12    Elham 
Freddie S   8    Elham 
 
The 20th London Regiment was formed August 1914 at Holly Hedge House, Blackheath, London 
(5th London Brigade, 2nd London Division). To St Albans March 1915. Landed France 11 May 
1915 (141st Brigade, 47th Division).  
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FEAKINS J.E      
 
Private 3069 James Edgar FEAKINS. 1/1 st Squadron, Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles 
(Yeomanry). Died Gallipoli, Turkey Tuesday 30th November 1915 age 23 years. Enlisted 
Canterbury. Resided Charing. Son of James and Mary Ann Feakins of Chesnut House, Charing, 
Kent. Formerly (1901) Red Lion Public House, Charing, Kent. Buried in the Twelve Tree Copse 
Cemetery, Krithia, Turkey. Grave reference SP MEM C.243.  
 
Before the outbreak of war James was a member of the Church Choir in Charing. He was 
employed by Mr C.N Gales of the Charing Grocery Stores, High Street, Charing, Kent. James 
was a gifted cricketer and captain of Charing Cricket Club. In the winter James played football for 
the Charing Football Club. 
 
The Feakins are a well known local family. The Charing Cemetery contains many people by this 
name all of whom will be related to James in some way. 
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Red Lion Public House, Charing 
 
James   FEAKINS 39 Inn Keeper Charing 
Mary Ann    43   Westwell 
Lilian     11   Bobbing 
Flora     10   Bobbing 
James     8   Bobbing 
Elsie     6   Bobbing 
Edith     4   Westwell 
Milicent     2   Charing Heath 
Raymond    1   Charing Heath 
 
The Kentish Express ran a story about a James Feakins on 14th October 1905. This was probably 
James Feakins Senior (James Father). By 1905 it appears he was a Farmer  – 
 
“James Feakins was summoned for allowing a cow to stray at Charing. Sergeant Heritage gave 
evidence that the cow belonging to James Feakins was found straying on the Ashford Road, 
Charing opposite the Moat. James was fined 1 shilling and 9 shillings costs! 
 
The 1/1st battalion was raised in Canterbury and was part of the South Eastern Mounted Brigade. 
On the 24th September 1915 it entrained for Liverpool and embarked on the SS Olympic bound 
for Lemnos. On the 1st October 1915 the ship arrived at Mudros Harbour and then to Helles on 
the Gallipoli peninsular. On the 10th October the battalion found itself at Gully Ravine where many 
men went down with enteritis. On the 12th October the battalion was relieved by the 10th 
Manchester’s at Fusilier Bluff. Throughout November the battalion completed tours of duty in the 
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forward area near Border Barricade and Fusilier Bluff. The battalion remained in Gallipoli until the 
30th December 1915 when it was evacuated to Mudros via V Beach. James was killed at or near 
Fusilier Bluff.  
 

 
FULLER B 
  
Second Lieutenant Bernard FULLER. 7 th Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). Formerly Officer Training Corps (O.T.C).  Died Monday 4th November 1918 aged 
25 years. Son of Mr H.R Fuller of Newlands Farm, Charing, Kent. Buried in the Honnechy British 
Cemetery, France. Grave reference II.B.38. 
 
Newlands Farm is located at the top of Charing Hill on the Faversham Road opposite Monkery 
Lane.  
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
Newlands Farm, Charing 
 
Officer Cadet Bernard FULLER. O.T.C  
 
Bernard joined the 7th West Kent’s in October 1918. He was killed in action a few weeks later. 
 
The 7th battalion’s last major engagement with the enemy was on 4th November 1918. It had 
taken over the left portion of its brigade’s frontline on the Western edge of the Forest of Morval. 
The battalion objective was the village of Hecq. Enemy resistance was extremely strong but the 
battalion managed to capture the village. Nearly 200 German soldiers were taken prisoner. The 
7th battalion lost 50 men in this attack. On the 7th November the battalion withdrew to Le Cateau. 
Three days later the armistice was signed bringing hostilities to an abrupt but welcomed end.  
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GODDEN A 
 
Private G/5099 Albert GODDEN. “A” Company, 8 th Battalion, The Buffs, (East Kent 
Regiment). Died 26th September 1915 aged 29 years. Born Warehorne, Kent. Resided 
Kennington, Ashford. Son of Albert and Mary Ann Godden of Barnfield Farm, Charing. Formerly 
of Raywood Farm, Charing, Ashford, Kent. Albert has no known grave. His name appears on the 
Loos Memorial, France. Panel reference 15 to 19. 
 
Educated at Kennington School, Kennington, Ashford, Kent. Upon leaving school Albert went to 
work at the Golf Links in Kennington (Sandyhurst Lane) where he eventually became the Head 
Groundsman. Albert died after being in France for only 3 weeks and 4 days.  
 
The Ashford Absentee Voters List for 1918 gives – 
 
Raywood Farm, Charing  
 
Private 46839 Arthur Ernest GODDEN. Machine Gun Cor ps. 
 
On the 25th September 1915 the 8th battalion marched into Bethune in France from Maninghem 
near Etaples. The next day (the day that Albert died) the battalion was at Hulluch not far from 
Vermelles. The battalion attacked in strength at 1100 hours. The objective was German third line 
reserve trenches and heavily fortified positions East of Hulluch village. The 8th Buffs attacked 
alongside 9th East Surrey’s, 8th Queen’s and the 8th West Kent’s. The battalion was decimated 
and casualties amounted to an astonishing 24 officers and 610 men many of whom were killed. 
The remnants of the battalion withdrew to Mollinghem  the following morning.  
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HARDWICK G.L (Brother) 
 
Private 15040 Gerald Leslie HARDWICK. Canadian Ligh t Horse, Canadian Corps Cavalry 
Regiment. Formerly E Company, 6 th Battalion, Canadian Army. Formerly Canadian Militi a. 
Died Tuesday 26th September 1916 aged 28 years. Born 5th December 1887 at Charing, Kent. 
Son of Doctor Frederick S and Emma Hardwick of Purlands, Charing, Kent. Gerald has no known 
grave. His name appears on the Vimy Memorial, Vimy Ridge, France. 
 
Gerald was a Civil Engineer by profession. He joined the Canadian army on 24th September 1914 
direct in Canada. His father was the Charing village Doctor for many years.   
 
Charing Parish Burial Ground 
 
Doctor Frederick S Hardwick M.D, Born 27 January 1853 Died 1922. 
Emma (Wife) Died 30th December 1932 aged 90 years. 
Helena Kathleen Hardwick Died 19th October 1907 aged 22 years. 
Donald Frederick Hardwick Died 20 July 1966.  
Addie Marion (wife of Donald) Died 18th January 1968  
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
Purlands, Charing 
 
Lieutenant Donald Frederick HARDWICK. Fort Garry Ho rse.  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Purlands, Charing 
 
Dr Frederick S  HARDWICK 48 Physician  Sullington, Sussex 
Emma     48    Kent 
Reginald    19 Medical Student Medlesham, Suffolk 
Hilda Mary    18    Medlesham, Suffolk 
Dorothy     14    Charing 
Oswold William   9    Charing 
Evelyn     6    Charing 
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HARDWICK O.W  (Brother)  
 
Second Lieutenant Oswald William HARDWICK. 1 st Battalion, Devonshire Regiment. Died 
Wednesday 9th May 1917 aged 25 years. Born Charing. Son of Doctor Frederick S and Emma 
Hardwick of Purlands, Charing, Kent. Oswald has no known grave. His name appears on the 
Arras Memorial, Arras, France. Panel reference Bay 4.  
 
Oswald’s father was the Charing Doctor for many years.  
 
Charing Parish Burial Ground 
 
Doctor Frederick S Hardwick M.D, Born 27 January 1853 Died 1922. 
Emma (Wife) Died 30th December 1932 aged 90 years. 
Helena Kathleen Hardwick Died 19th October 1907 aged 22 years. 
Donald Frederick Hardwick Died 20 July 1966.  
Addie Marion (wife of Donald) Died 18th January 1968  
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
Purlands, Charing 
 
Lieutenant Donald Frederick HARDWICK. Fort Garry Ho rse.  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Purlands, Charing 
 
Dr Frederick S  HARDWICK 48 Physician  Sullington, Sussex 
Emma     48    Kent 
Reginald    19 Medical Student  Medlesham, Suffolk 
Hilda Mary    18    Medlesham, Suffolk 
Dorothy     14    Charing 
Oswald William   9    Charing 
Evelyn     6    Charing 
 
The 1st Devonshire’s was a regular army formation. On the outbreak of war in August 1914 it was 
at Jersey. Landed France 21st August 1914 (8th Brigade, 3rd Division). Attached to 95th Brigade, 
5th Division 12th January 1916. To Italy 4th December 1917. Returned to France 7th April 1918.  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

13 

 
HOPKINS T.W   
 
Private 2304 Thomas William HOPKINS. (Queen’s Own) West Kent Yeomanry. Fighting 
with the 13 th Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. Died Delville Wood Thursday 31st August 1916. 
Born Maidstone. Enlisted Maidstone. Resided Charing. Son of William and Jane Hopkins of 25, 
Hardinge Road, Ashford, Kent. Born Maidstone. Enlisted Maidstone. Resided Charing. Thomas 
has no known grave. His name appears on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 
reference 1A.  
 
Soldiers Died Great War lists a further 12 men from the West Kent Yeomanry (including H.J 
TAUNT from Tenterden) killed in action on the 31st August 1916. They all met their maker 
somewhere near Delville Wood on the Somme.  
 
Thomas’s parents placed their son’s name on their own grave headstone which can be found 
locally in the Old Ashford Cemetery, Canterbury Road, Ashford, Kent.  
 
Thomas is listed by the Commonwealth War Graves Commisson as belonging to the West Kent 
Yeomanry when he was killed. It would now appear that Thomas was killed fighting alongside the 
13th Middlesex Regiment. Most of their casualties on the 31st August 1916 are buried in 
Caterpiller Valley Cemetery on the Somme. Many men’s headstones show a West Kent 
Yeomanry capbadge. These men were in fact former members of the Queen’s Own West Kent 
Yeomanry. Somehow they never quite made the transition over to the Middlesex Regiment. They 
died as Middlesex Regiment men but their headstones show their previous unit.  
 
Colonel Ponsonby’s book “The West Kent and East Kent Yeomanry 1914-1918” records – 
 
“In the later half of 1916 drafts from the West Kent Yeomanry totaling 560 NCO’s and men were 
sent to various Regiments in France from Egypt. A large proportion going to 13th Middlesex 
Regiment. In February 1917 the remaining personnel joined the 2nd and 3rd line West Kent 
Yeomanry. The 1/1st ceased to exist. The following West Kent Yeomanry men were reported 
killed in action fighting with the 13th Middlesex Regiment – Bubb F.G, Bugden R.H, Clark G.T, 
Coulter A.J, Darby T, Dowling G.F, Ellis A.E, Fermor A.E, Gilbert C, Glover E.A, HOPKINS T.W, 
Ingram S, Latter A, Leary J, Lemon M.L, Lower E.T, Noakes N, Smith F.L, Smith P.C, TAUNT 
H.J, Turner J.S, Wonnacott Y, Wood G. 
 
The West Kent Yeomanry was at Maidstone on 4th August 1914 (South Eastern Mounted 
Brigade). On 24th September 1915 it dismounted and sailed from Liverpool on the SS Olympic 
bound for Gallipoli, Turkey. The ship reached Gallipoli on 8th October 1915 and the 1/1st Troop 
was attached to 42nd Division. In January 1916 the Troop was evacuated to Mudros and then to 
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Egypt. On 1st February 1917 the troop was disbanded and was absorbed into the newly formed 
10th (Yeomanry) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). The 2nd and 3rd line Squadrons West 
Kent Yeomanry (2/1st 3/1st) still existed back in the UK until 1918.  
 
Thomas was killed fighting with the 13th Middlesex Regiment.  
 
24th Division – 31st August 1916 
 
The 1st South Staffords (72 Brigade) were attacked by bombers from along Ale Alley. The First 
assault at 1300 hours was repulsed, the second at 1400 hours was likewise dealt with from the 
trench immediately east of Delville Wood. After an increase in bombardment, a third attack at 
1900 hours drove the South Staffords back into the wood. A stand was made in Edge Trench, in 
touch with the right flank of the 1st North Staffords. On the right, the Longueval-Ginchy Road was 
held, and in the wood a platoon of 2nd West Surrey’s came up at night to re-inforce the Staffords. 
The North Staffords had no frontal attacks to contend with and only relinquished a portion of Edge 
Trench. The 8th West Kent’s pulled back to their right to Inner Trench because of heavy 
bombardment. An outpost in Cocoa Line was lost. The 9th Royal Sussex (73 Brigade) held the 
Germans, who attacked at 1300 hours. Further West of Delville Wood the 13th Middlesex (73 
Brigade) were advanced on by the Germans from the barricade in Wood Lane and were forced 
back along Tea Trench nearly as far as North Street. Another enemy detachment went into 
Orchard Trench, but was contained there by the 2nd Leinsters who had been bought up from the 
support line. Fire from 1st Divisions right flank also helped check the German advance.  
 
 
LITTLECHILD G.J 
* Our thanks to Stephen Littlechild for family info rmation 
 
Private 5306 George James LITTLECHILD. 1 st Battalion, London Regiment (Royal 
Fusiliers). Died Friday 15th September 1916. Born 13 November 1895 at Kelvedon Hatch, Essex. 
Enlisted Peckham, London. Resided Camberwell, London. Son of Thomas Robert and Agnes 
Leonora Littlechild of (1901) Theydon-Bois, Essex. At some stage after 1901 the family moved to 
Charing, Kent.  George has no known grave. His name appears on the Thiepval Memorial, The 
Somme, France. Panel reference 9D and 16B. 
 
Soldiers Died wrongly lists his place of birth as Charing.  
 
His mother Agnes died March 1932 aged 62 years at Charing, Ashford, Kent. His father died 
1945 at Epping, Essex. It appears that after his wife died in Charing he returned to Essex.  
 
George was educated at Charing School.  
 
On the 11th September 1916 the 1st battalion were moved to the Maltz Horn area on the Somme, 
France. The battalion provided carrying parties to the forward area around Guillemont. On the 
12th September the battalion was at Billon Farm. On the 14th September it moved to frontline 
trench positions in Leuze Wood. The day that George died his battalion was in action all day at 
Bouleaux Wood penetrating German frontline trenches almost to Middle Copse. On the 18th 
September 1916 the battalion withdrew to Wedge Wood. It appears that George must have been 
killed somewhere near Bouleaux Wood. 
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LYNES F.H   (brother)       
 
Private 16562 Frank Houghton LYNES (Served as Frank  SMITH). 1st Battalion, 
Northamptonshire Regiment. Died 9th May 1915. Born Feltwell, Norfolk 17th December 1887. 
Born Feltwell, Thetford, Norfolk 17th December 1887. Died 9th May 1915 aged 27 years. Second 
son of Mr Issac Lynes (a Groom) and Hannah Lynes (Nee Pledger) of the King’s Head Hotel, 
Charing, Kent. Formerly residing Feltwell, Norfolk. Brother of Mrs Annie Louisa Taylor (nee 
Lynes) of Eye, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire. Frank has no known grave. His name appears on 
the Le Touret Memorial, France. Panel reference – 28 to 30.  
 
It took us 4 years to identify the correct entry on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
website! We had great difficulty proving that Frank Lynes served under the assumed name of 
Frank SMITH.    
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
The King’s Head Hotel, Charing  
 
Private 495444 Frederick Ralph LYNES. Royal Army Me dical Corps.  
Private 265600 Herbert Richard LYNES. Queen’s Own ( Royal West Kent Regiment). 
 
The following casualty was Frank’s brother brother, he was killed at Ypres 2  - 
 
Private 2142 Sidney George LYNES. 5 th Battalion, King’s Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment). 
Died Sunday 25th April 1915. Born Feltwell, Brandon September 1889. Enlisted Lancaster. 
Resided Charing. Third son of Mr Issac Lynes and Hannah Lynes (Nee Pledger) of the King’s 
Head Hotel, Charing, Kent. Buried in the Poperinghe Old Military Cemetery, Poperinghe, 
Belguim. Grave reference II.K.33.  
The undermentioned casualty ARTHUR TAYLOR was Frank’s Nephew (son of his sister Annie 
Louise Taylor (nee Lynes) note the mention of Frank Lynes (Missing for several months? POW?)  
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LYNES S.G  (brother) 
 
Private 2142 Sidney George LYNES. 5 th Battalion, King’s Own (Royal Lancaster Regiment). 
Died Sunday 25th April 1915. Born Feltwell, Brandon September 1889. Enlisted Lancaster. 
Resided Charing. Third son of Mr Issac Lynes and Hannah Lynes (Nee Pledger) of the King’s 
Head Hotel, Charing, Kent. Buried in the Poperinghe Old Military Cemetery, Poperinghe, 
Belguim. Grave reference II.K.33.  
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
The King’s Head Hotel, Charing  
 
Private 495444 Frederick Ralph LYNES. Royal Army Me dical Corps.  
Private 265600 Herbert Richard LYNES. Queen’s Own ( Royal West Kent Regiment). 
 
Sidney died of wounds in the Base Hospital at Poperinghe. He was probably severely wounded 
on the 23rd April 1915 and recovered to Poperinghe where he subsequently succumbed to his 
wounds.  
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On the 17th April 1915 the battalion was billeted in the Ypres Lunatic Asylum. On the 21st April the 
battalion moved out of Ypres to a field north of St Jean. On the morning of the 23rd April the 
Germans attacked with gas in the St Julien area. The battalion war diary records that 240 men 
were killed or wounded. On the 24th April the battalion was in action all day. Shells were coming 
in all day and many men became cut off. The battalion withdrew at 1900 hours and moved to 
Potijze Wood. On the 29th April the battalion moved to billets in Vlamatinghe.  
 
MATCHAM W.J 
 
Pioneer 226873 William James MATCHAM. 330 th Road Construction Company, Royal 
Engineers (RE). Died Sunday 25th February 1917 aged 60 years. Born Throwley, Faversham, 
Kent. Enlisted Canterbury. Resided Ashford. Formerly of Egham, Surrey. Son of Stephen 
Matcham of Throwley. Kent. Husband of Frances Matcham of Charing, Kent. Buried locally in the 
Little Chart (St Mary) Churchyard, Kent. Grave reference -  on the Eastern boundary.  
 
The St Mary’s graveyard is located on the Charing to Pluckley road. The church is in ruins to the 
north of Pluckley village. William’s headstone is situated in a very beautiful spot underneath a tree 
next to the ruined church. One would imagine that few people visit his grave because it is so 
isolated.  
 
The 330th Road Construction Company was a Royal Engineers unit raised at Stonar Camp, 
Sandwich, Kent in January 1917. During WW1 Stonar Camp was built by the army on the south 
side of Ramsgate Road, Ash to serve the Richborough Military Port. By the time RAF Sandwich 
was established in the 1930’s this camp was vacant and it may have been used for 
accommodation. Other RAF Sandwich (Ash) station personnel were billeted at houses in 
Sandwich itself. The Stonar Girls School moved out of the adjacent Stoner House in 1939 and the 
house was used for officers' accommodation. The 330th Road Construction Company, R.E  
moved overseas to the Ypres area in March 1917 and over the next couple of years alternated 
between Amiens, Abbeville, Peronne, Zillebeke and Poperinghe. William did not serve overseas 
with this unit. 
 
William was a very old soldier when he died. In fact he is the oldest serving soldier of “Ashford’s 
Fallen” who died during the Great War. David Hughes feels it is likely that William possibly 
operated some kind of “state of the art” mechanical machinery and that he possessed rare skills 
seldom found amounst younger men. He was probably employed by the Royal Engineers 
alongside members of the Labour Corps. Bearing in mind William’s age, he may have died of 
heart failure or perhaps he was killed in a trajic accident whilst operating his machine.  
 
The 1881 Census  gives – 
 
Throwley Forstal, Faversham, Kent  -  Grocer and Bakers Shop  
 
Stephen T        MATCHAM 66     Boughton  Farmer 
Ann                                             60       Throwley             Wife 
Stephen S                                36      Throwley            Farmers son 
Ann                                         22       Throwley            Farmers daughter 
Sarah M                                 20       Throwley            Farmers daughter 
John                                        19      Throwley            Farmers son 
George R                                16   Throwley            Farmers son 
 
Coopers Hill Cottage, Egham, Surrey 
 
Edward           PETTS                 54        Ramsgate               Steward R.I.E College 
Matilda E                                     49       Throwley             Matron R.I.E College 
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Eliza J                                         26       Throwley                  
William J     MATCHAM          23    Throwley       
 
The 1901 census gives – 
High Street, Charing 
 
William James  MATCHAM 44 Journeyman/ Butcher  Throwley 
Frances    41     Charing 
Selina A    2     Charing 
Louisa E    1m     Charing 
Henry    JENNINGS 78     Charing  
 
In 1872 the Ashford Smock Windmill (on the site of the Ashford Telephone Exchange) at Regents 
Place owned by the Ashford Miller Stephen Sharp was dismantled and moved to Badlesmere by 
a Mr Matcham of Throwley.   
     
    

 
MURRAY F.W S  (brother) 
 
Captain Fane Wright Stapleton MURRAY. 12 th (Prince of Wales) Royal Lancers. Died 30th 
November 1914 aged 35 years. Son of Colonel Charles Edward Gostling Murray JP,DL of 
Whitton Park, Hounslow, Middlesex and The Moat, Charing, Kent. Grandson of The Rt Reverand 
Lord George Murray, Bishop of St David,s. Fane has no known grave. His name appears on the 
Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Leper, Belgium. Panel reference 5. 
 
It is recorded that this man served during the South African War of 1899-1902 (Boer War). 
 
The Murray family were close friends of Lord and Lady Dering of Pluckley. His brother in law was 
Sir Phillip Brocklehurst. Fane was also related to the 3rd Duke of Atholl K.T.  
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MURRAY R.A.C  (brother) 
 
Captain Rupert Avriol Conant MURRAY. 1 st Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders (Ross Shire 
Buffs). Died Thursday 11th March 1915 aged 32 years. Son of Colonel Charles Edward Gostling 
Murray JP,DL of Whitton Park, Hounslow, Middlesex and The Moat, Charing, Kent. Husband of 
Ivy Greenfield (formerly Murray) of 33 Catherine Street, Westminster, London. Grandson of The 
Rt Reverand Lord George Murray, Bishop of St Davids. Buried in the Lillers Communal 
Cemetery, Lillers, France. Grave reference II.D.1.  
 
The Murray family were close friends of Lord and Lady Dering of Pluckley. His brother in law was 
Sir Phillip Brocklehurst. Rupert was also related to the 3rd Duke of Atholl K.T.  
 
Educated Eton. Gazetted second lieutenant Seaforth Highlanders on 22nd October 1902. On the 
22nd October 1914 Rupert was promoted to Captain.  
 
On 2nd March 1915 the 1st battalion was relieved from frontline trenches and returned to 
Lacouture. On the 10th March 1915 the battalion took part in the fighting at Neuve Chapelle in 
France. The battalion’s war diary lists the following officers killed – Captain R.A.C Murray  and 
Second Lieutenant C.H Kirkaldy. The battalion held forward positions then withdrew to Vieille 
Chapelle on the 13th March 1915.  
 
 
NELSON W.B 
Wye College 
 
Private 295566 (Signaler) William Barr NELSON. 4 th Battalion, London Regiment (Royal 
Fusiliers). Formerly (2620) West Kent Yeomanry. Died Thursday 11th April 1918 aged 20 
years. Enlisted Maidstone. Resided Charing. Son of William and Marion Nelson. William has no 
known grave. His name appears on the Ploegstreert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, 
Belgium. Panel reference 10.  
 
William attended the South East Agrcultural College at Wye. His name appears on the Wye 
College War Memorial located in the College’s courtyard at Wye. 
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PATRICK F.H       
 
Private G/5366 Frank Henry Amos PATRICK. 8 th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Thursday 4th November 1915 age 32 years. Born Shepherdswell, Kent. Enlisted Sandwich. 
Resided Ash. Son of Steven H Patrick of Charing Heath, Ashford, Kent. Husband of Mrs N.N 
Moore (formerly Patrick) of 63 Dudley Road, Southall, Middlesex. Frank has no known grave. His 
name appears on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Ypres, Belgium. Panel reference 12 and 14. 
 
Before the outbreak of war Frank was employed in a market garden at Ash, Sandwich, Kent. After 
leaving Ash he went to work as a Gardener at The Moat, Charing. Frank left a widow and two 
children. 
 
The 8th battalion fought extensively in the Battle of Loos (Hohenzollern Redoubt) during 
September and October 1915. The Buffs 8th battalion was almost wiped out suffering 670 
casualties in a very short space of time. On the 18th October 1915 Major Truman took over 
command of the 8th and the battalion was moved into frontline trenches at an undisclosed location 
(the regimental history fails to give an exact spot).  
 
 
PERRIMAN H 
 
Private G/5139 Hugh PERRIMAN. 8 th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Died 
Wednesday 5th July 1916 age 24 years. Born Loose, Kent. Enlisted Ashford. Resided Charing. 
Son of Mr and Mrs Perriman of Ivy Cottages, Tovil, Maidstone, Kent. Born Loose, Kent. Enlisted 
Ashford. Buried in the Pond Farm Cemetery, Heuvelland, Belgium. Grave reference A.15. 
 
The day that Hugh died his battalion (the 8th) were in France. It seems likely that Hugh was 
wounded earlier in June 1916 when on the 28th the 8th battalion attacked heavily fortified enemy 
positions at the Ash Road Barrier near Plugstreet Wood, Belgium. Three officers and a hundred 
men went over the top to carry out a raid on the enemy. Four men were killed outright and a 
further twenty men were wounded. It seems likely that Hugh was one of the wounded and that he 
succumbed to wounds on the 5th July 1916. This version of events is supported by the fact that 
Hugh is buried so close to Plugstreet Wood in Belgium.  
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SAGE J.S 
 
Private L/10571 John Samuel SAGE. 2 nd Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). Died Iraq Wednesday 5th April 1916. Born Lenham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury. 
Resided Charing. Son of John T and Martha Sage of 2 Wind Hill, The Heath, Charing, Kent. 
Buried in the Baghdad (North Gate) Cemetery, Baghdad, Iraq. Grave reference X.J.3.  
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
2, Wind Hill, The Heath, Charing 
 
Private 203605 James SAGE. 4 th Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
 
2, Wind Hill, The Heath, Charing 
 
John T  SAGE  39   Lenham 
Martha    27   Lenham 
F….. L    8   Hothfield 
James    5   Lenham 
John     4   Lenham 
Eva E    3   Lenham 
Bertie W   1   Charing Heath 
 
John lost his life during the siege of Kut. Many men were effected by Dysentery and the death 
rate among the wounded was very high. On the 29th April British forces in Kut surrendered to the 
Turks who by this stage had surrounded the town. 300 men of the West Kent’s went into captivity 
of whom only a handful were to survive. The Turks treatment of the British soldiers was brutal. 
Major General Townshend the British Garrison commander who surrendered his garrison at Kut 
was wined and dined by the Turks whilst his men were literally force marched to their deaths! 
Townshend (to the day he died) never understood why the families of these brave men found his 
behaviour so insulting… 
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SETTATREE J 
 
Air Mechanic 1 st Class 200915 John SETTATREE. Royal Air Force (RAF) . Died Flying 
Accident RAF Manston Sunday 26th January 1919 aged 34 years. Son of Thomas and Julia 
Settatree of High Street, Charing, Ashford, Kent. Buried locally in the Charing Cemetery, Charing, 
Ashford, Kent. Grave reference B.84.  
 
John’s Private (Family erected) headstone is now starting to suffer from the effects of age which 
is worrying bearing in mind the authors experience with Charing Parish Council. Someone needs 
to keep an eye on this headstone to ensure it does not deteriorate further. The Commonwealth 
War Graves Commisson has a statutory responsibility for the grave upkeep and John’s death is 
recorded on their Debt of Honour Register.  
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
High Street, Charing 
 
Air Mechanic 1 st Class 210915 John SETTATREE. Royal Air Force.  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
High Street, Charing 
 
Thomas SETTATREE  45 Carpenter Westwell 
Julia     46   Maidstone 
Thomas    24 Carpenter Westwell 
John     16 Carpenter Little Chart 
Richard     12   Little Chart 
Frederick    10   Little Chart 
Mary     8   Little Chart 
Charlotte    6   Charing 
Kate     4   Charing 
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SPILLETT F.G 
 
Gunner 38661 Frederick George SPILLETT. 5 th Reserve Brigade, Royal Field Artillery 
(RFA). Died Monday 6th August 1917 aged 22 years. Son of John and Eliza Spillett of Rose 
Cottage, Charing Hill, Charing, Kent. Formerly Little Hook Cottage, Charing, Kent. Buried locally 
in the Charing Cemetery, Charing, Kent. Grave reference A.287. 
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
Rose Cottage, The Hill, Charing 
 
Stoker Alfred Ernest SPILLETT. HMS Pembroke, Royal Navy.  
Private 69665 Henry Albert SPILLETT. Royal Field Ar tillery.  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Little Hook Cottage, Charing 
 
John  SPILLETT  38   Hothfield 
Eliza     37   Charing 
Alfred     12   Charing 
Caroline    10   Charing 
Henry     8   Charing 
Frederick    6   Charing 
Jane     3   Charing 
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TAMSETT W.J 
 
Lance Corporal 6583 William John TAMSETT. 1 st Battalion, Rifle Brigade. Formerly 
(S/37643) Army Service Corps (ASC). Died Tuesday 22nd October 1918. Born Sissinghurst, 
Kent. Enlisted Ashford. Resided Dog Kennel, Charing, Kent. Buried in the Denain Communal 
Cemetery, Denain, France. Grave reference D.6.  
 
William’s family could not possibly have lived in a dog kennel! Their home was probably located 
next to or near to a Dog Kennel.  
 
Employed locally as a Farm Labourer. William’s father died aged 51 years in 1915. 
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
Dog Kennel, Charing 
 
Private S/52560 James TAMSETT. Middlesex Regiment.  
Private 201230 William John TAMSETT. Rifle Brigade.   
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TIMSON P.W.J    
 
Lieutenant Percy (Laddie) Walter Johnson TIMSON. 57 th Squadron, Royal Air Force (RAF). 
Formerly Royal Flying Corps (RFC). Died Cambrai Thursday 26th September 1918 aged 19 
years. Born Mosely, Birmingham on 21st December 1898. Son of Walter Johnson and Minnie 
Timson of “The Towers”, Charing, Kent. Later of “Southbourne”, Charing, Kent. Percy has no 
known grave. His name appears on the Arras Flying Services Memorial, Arras, France. 
 
There is a private family memorial to this man in the Charing Cemetery. Unfortunately no one 
appears to be looking after the memorial and the algae growth on it needs removing. It is 
surprising that the local people have allowed this monument to decay like this. The author has 
carried out some limited remedial work himself. It would be helpful if a local person could take 
over the long term care of this important local monument or at least make sure it is cleaned once 
every year or so.  
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
Castlenau, Charing 
 
Lieutenant Percy Walter Johnson TIMSON. Royal Air F orce. 
 
Percy was educated at Beverley House and at Margate College in Kent. After leaving college he 
went to work at his family’s farm in Charing. On his 18th birthday he joined the Cadets of the 
Royal Flying Corps (RFC) at Lincoln College, Oxford. After qualifying as a pilot he went to France 
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in February 1918. He was attached to a squadron serving the Third Army. The RFC was 
disbanded and became the Royal Air Force shortly before Percy was killed. 
 
His Commanding Officer wrote – “ Your son has been missing since 26th September 1918. On 
that date he went out with other machines and became engaged in a heavy fight with a number of 
enemy machines. Your son was not seen again. We shall drop messages to our German Friends 
to find out what happened to him.  
 
The RFC Communiques of 1918 (page 194)  list the following – 
 
22nd September 1918  (57 Sqn) 
 
Lt P.W.J TIMSON  and 2Lt I.S WOODHOUSE formation led by Captain C.H Stokes. 1 Enemy 
plane shot down.  
 
Further research shows that when killed on 26th September 1918 Percy was piloting a DH4 
(D8419). His observer was Lieutenant A.N Eyre . The DH4 machine was a 2 seater bomber built 
in the UK by Westland. Their machine was attacked and shot down at 1805 hours by Ltn Fritz 
RUMEY of 5 (Royal Prussian Jagdstaffel 5) Squadron Imperial German Flying Service.  
 
Ltn Rumey was a famous German Air Ace who scored 45  victories before being killed in 
action himself . The attack was made at 1805 hours close to Cambrai in France. 
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TOWNER C.C (brother)     
 
Corporal 25144  Christopher Charles TOWNER. 21 st Battalion, Machine Gun Corps (MGC). 
Formerly (5237) Leicestershire Regiment. Died Sunday 15th September 1918. Resided Eastry, 
Kent. Son of James and Patience Towner of Market Place, Charing, Kent.  Buried in the 
Gouzeaucourt New British Cemetery, France. Grave reference V.G.15.  
 
Before the outbreak of war Christopher was employed in the gardens at Betteshanger by Lord 
Northbourne. Christopher joined the Leicestershire Regiment in March 1916. He went to France 
in June 1917.  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Market Place, Charing 
 
James   TOWNER 38   Charing 
Patience   41   Kerslake, Somerset 
Christopher   15 Errand Boy Charing 
Mabel    13   Charing 
Edgar    12   Charing 
Norris    9   Charing 
 
The 21st Machine Gun Corps was attached to 21st Division. The 21st Division was engaged at the 
Battle of the Aisne between 27-30 May 1918, and then, during the advance to victory, again at 
Albert and Bapaume on the Somme battlefields. Actions on the Hindenburg Line followed in 
September-October 1918. On 23-25 October 1918 the Division fought it’s last major action at 
Selle. 
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TOWNER H.N (brother) 
 
Private 265185 Herbert Norris TOWNER. 6 th (Perthshire) Battalion, Black Watch (Royal 
Highlanders). Died Monday 29th July 1918. Son of James and Patience Towner of Market Place, 
Charing.   Buried in the St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, France. Grave reference Q.III.O.7. 
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Market Place, Charing 
 
James   TOWNER 38   Charing 
Patience   41   Kerslake, Somerset 
Christopher   15 Errand Boy Charing 
Mabel    13   Charing 
Edgar    12   Charing 
Norris    9   Charing  
 
The 6th Black Watch was formed at Tay Street, Perth August 1914 (Black Watch Brigade, Army 
Troops). To Queensferry, Forth Defences August 1914. To Tay Defences November 1914. 
Attached 2nd Highland Brigade, Highland Division 16 April 1915. Landed France 2 May 1915 
(153rd Brigade, 53rd Division). Moved to 153rd Brigade, 51st Division on Armistice Day 11 
November 1918.  
 
TOWNER J.E  (brother) 
 
Private 3202 John Edgar TOWNER. 19 th (Queen Alexandra’s Own Royal) Hussars. Died 
Friday 20th November 1914 aged 25 years. Born Charing. Enlisted Canterbury. Resided Charing. 
Son of James and Patience Towner of Market Place, Charing. John has no known grave. His 
name appears on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Ypres, Belgium. Panel reference 5. 
 
John preferred to be called Edgar Towner and his service records reflect this fact.  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Market Place, Charing 
 
James   TOWNER 38   Charing 
Patience   41   Kerslake, Somerset 
Christopher   15 Errand Boy Charing 
Mabel    13   Charing 
Edgar    12   Charing 
Norris    9   Charing  
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WOODCOCK H.A 
 
Private 25210 Harry Albert WOODCOCK. 3 rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards. Died Wednesday 
5th December 1917. Born Snodland, Kent. Enlisted Chatham. Resided Charing. Buried in the 
Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, Souchez, France. Grave reference – Hordain Communal 
Cemetery, German Extension, Memorial 10.  
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
Market Place, Charing 
 
Private 41522 Leonard George WOODCOCK. 8 th Middlesex Regiment.  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Charing Hill, Charing 
 
Albert J  WOODCOCK   25 Carter on farm  Maidstone 
Mary      24    North Ash 
Henry A     5    Snodland 
Walter George     3    Charing 
Arthur M     10m    Charing 
 
 
WOODCOCK L.G 
 
Private G/41522 Leonard George WOODCOCK. 8 th Battalion. Middlesex Regiment. 
Formerly (G/18642) The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Died Saturday 24th August 1918 aged 34 
years. Son of Charles and Charlotte Woodcock of 2 Church Road, Market Place, Charing, Kent. 
Enlisted Canterbury. Buried in the Douchy-Les-Ayette British Cemetery, Ayette, France. Grave 
reference IV.F.20. 
 
Market Place, Charing 
 
Private 41522 Leonard George WOODCOCK. 8 th Middlesex Regiment.  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
67, Ashford Road, Charing 
 
Charles  WOODCOCK  49 Stockman Farm Maypole, Kent 
Charlotte    48    Challock 
Leonard    17 Plumbers Lab Charing 
 
The 8th Middlesex Regiment was formed at Hanworth Road, Hounslow, London 4 August 1914 
(Middlesex Brigade, Home Counties Division). To Isle of Grain Kent November 1914. Landed 
Gibraltar 17 September 1914. Returned to England February 1915. Landed France 9 March 1915 
(85th Brigade, 28th Division). Almalgamated with 7th Battalion, Middlesex Regiment 23 June – 2 
August 1915. Attached 25th Brigade, 8th Division 27 August 1915. Attached 70th Brigade, 8th 
Division 23 October 1915. Moved to 167th Brigade, 56th (London) Division 9 February 1916.  
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22 LOST MEN 
 

These men had local connections but their names do not appear on the village 
war memorial 

 
ABBOTT W.T 
 
Drummer 12607 William Tom ABBOTT. 2 nd Battalion, Grenadier Guards. Died 26th 
September 1916 aged 24 years. Born Charing. Son of Daniel and Elizabeth Abbott of 77, 
Cumberland Street, Westminster, London. Buried in the Guards Cemetery, Lesboeufs, France. 
Grave reference VIII.W.8. 
 
On the 24th September 1916 the 2nd battalion Grenadier’s were in assembly trenches in front of 
Ginchy. The trenches were so narrow that men were unable to sit or lie down, and had to remain 
standing shoulder to shoulder. On the 25th the battalion attacked at 12.35 hours with the Ginchy-
Lesboefs Road on the right. The assault was held up because the wire had remained uncut. 
Once the wire was cut the battalion made a charge and finally took their objective. The battalion 
suffered appalling losses – 351 men wounded or killed. On the 26th September the battalion 
withdrew to Bernafay Wood and then Citadel Camp. It appears that William must have been 
wounded on the 25th September near Lesboeufs and died of his wounds the next day.  
 
 
ACOTT F.T 
 
Sergeant 3298 Frederick Thomas ACOTT. 19 th (Queen Alexandra’s Own) Royal Hussars. 
Died 5th March 1918 aged 27 years. Born Charing. Enlisted Ashford. Resided Ashford. Son of 
Henry and Jane Acott of Westwell Leacon, Charing, Kent. Buried in the Tincourt New British 
Cemetery. Grave reference V.C.4. 
 
The Ashford Absentee Voters List for 1918 gives this man registered at Westwell Leacon, 
Charing – 
 
Albert Henry ACOTT. 492 nd, Royal Flying Corps (RFC).  (squadron seems incorrect) 
Frank ACOTT. H.M.S “Zephyr”. Royal Navy (R.N)  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Westwell Leacon, Westwell 
 
Henry  ACOTT  40 Railway Labourer Tonbridge 
Jane    31    Westwell 
Flossie    12    Westwell 
Frederick T   10    Westwell 
Reginald E   7    Westwell 
Albert H   5    Westwell 
Percy W   4m    Westwell 
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ALLWOOD F 
 
Private 20153 Frank ALLWOOD. 2/6 th Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment. Died 21st 
March 1918. Born Bristol. Enlisted Shaftsbury, Dorset. Resided Pett Lane, Charing, Kent. Frank 
has no known grave. His name appears on the Pozieres Memorial, France. Panel reference 18 
and 19.  
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
Pett Lane, Charing 
 
Frank ALLWOOD. 2/6 th Warwickshire Regiment.  
Frederick ALLWOOD. 11 th East Surrey Regiment. 
Harry ALLWOOD. 4 th Dorsetshire Regiment. 
William ALLWOOD. 9 th Middlesex Regiment. 
 
It seems bizarre that Frank’s name was missed off the parish tribute. Perhaps Frank did not 
attend church regularly enough to have been remembered…  
 
ATKINS E.B 
 
Leading Stoker K/21358 Ernest Bolton ATKINS . H.M.S Vanguard, Royal Navy.  ERNEST 
BOLTON. Leading Stoker, K/21358. Died 9 July 1917 aged 21 years. Born Hothfield, Ashford, 
Kent 6 September 1895. Son of William and Annie Atkins of Ivy Cottage, Newnham, 
Sittingbourne, Kent. Ernest Has no known grave. Commemorated on the Chatham Naval 
Memorial, Chtham, Kent. Panel reference 23, and on the Newnham and Doddington, 
Sittingbourne, Kent civic war memorials. 
 
Ernest was amongst the casualties who were remembered at the Memorial Service, which took 
place at the parish church of St. Mary of Charity, Faversham, Kent, on 3 August 1919. At the time 
of the 1901 census, the Atkins family resided at Newlands Cottages, Charing, Ashford, Kent, 
where Ernest’s 49 year old father who was a native of Lenham, Maidstone, Kent, was the Head of 
the house, and recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a Farm Waggoner.  
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BISHOPP H 
 
Private L/8060 Harry BISHOPP. 1 st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).  
Born Charing 1883. Died 15th November 1914 aged 29 years. Son of  Samuel  and Mary Ann 
Bishopp of Raywood, Charing, Kent. Husband of Beatrice Maud Fuller (formerly Bishopp) of 69, 
Lewis Trust Building, Waltham Green, London. Harry has no known grave. His name appears on 
the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Leper, Belgium. Panel reference 45 and 47.  
 
Raywood Farm is located on the Pluckley Road.  
 
Harry attended Charing Village School and upon leaving school he worked for a short while at 
Chart Court, Charing. Harry was then employed at the Ashford Railway Works in the Boiler Yard. 
He lived at 40, Church Road, Willesborough, Ashford, Kent. He left a widow and 2 young 
children.  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Raywood Cottages, Charing 
 
Samuel  BISHOP  62 Agricultural Labourer  Tenterden 
Mary Ann    55     Charing 
Carry     16     Charing 
Charles     16     Charing 
Harry     18     Charing 
 
On the 1st November 1914 the 1st battalion was attached to 15th Brigade at Dranoutre. On the 3rd 
November it moved to Neuve Eglise. On the 7th it went to Wulverghem before returning to Neuve 
Eglise on the 11th. On the 13th November 1916 the battalion marched through Ypres and 
Zillebeke and took over frontline trenches in woods near Klein Zillebeke. On the 17th November 
1916 the enemy attacked in strength and the battalion sustained heavy casualties. It appears that 
Harry lost his life in woods near Zillebeke.  
 
BROWN C.J  (brother) 
 
Private G/9393 Christopher James BROWN. 1 st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 6th September 1916 aged 33 years. Born Westwell. Enlisted Ashford. Resided Charing, 
Kent. Son of William and Mary Ann Brown of “Rose Cottage”, Ledcar, Charing, Kent. Buried in 
the London Cemetery and Extension, Longueval, France. Grave reference 4.F.24. 
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Westwell Leacon 
 
William  BROWN  53 Tilemaker Clay  Westwell 
Mary Ann   54    Westwell 
William George   28    Brenchley 
Francis  E   18    Westwell 
Christopher J   16    Westwell 
Charles P   11    Westwell 
 
On the 6th September 1916 the 1st battalion was at Rainneville. The next day it moved to Corbie a 
few miles outside Amiens. It is recorded that Christopher died in action however, the 1st battalion 
was not near the frontline when Christopher met with his death. He may have been attached to 
another battalion temporarily which was at that time in the Longueval area.  
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BROWN F.E  (brother) 
 
Sergeant 148247 Francis Edward BROWN. 8 th  Field Company, Canadian Engineers. 
Formerly 100 th (Winnipeg) Grenadiers. Formerly (2 years) 4 th Battalion, The Buffs (East 
Kent Regiment. Died 8th May 1917 aged 34 years. Born 27th January 1884 at Westwell, Kent. 
Son of William and Mary Ann Brown of “Rose Cottage”, Westwell Leacon, Charing, Kent. Born 
Westwell. Buried in the Barlin Communal Cemetery Extension. Grave reference III.A.30. 
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Westwell Leacon 
 
William  BROWN  53 Tilemaker Clay  Westwell 
Mary Ann   54    Westwell 
William George   28    Brenchley 
Francis  E   18    Westwell 
Christopher J   16    Westwell 
Charles P   11    Westwell 
 
 
Francis was by trade a Saddler. Whilst in England Francis volunteered for the territorial Force and 
served in the 4th Buffs for 2 years. Upon arriving in Canada Francis joined the local militia and 
served with the Winnipeg Grenadiers before volunteering in 1915 for overseas service with the 
Canadian Engineers.  
 
BRUNGER S 
 
Corporal 240913 Samuel BRUNGER. 5 th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment. Died Saturday 15th 
December 1917 aged 22 years. Born Great Chart. Enlisted Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk. Son of 
Nancy Mercer Lilley (formerly Brunger) and James Brunger of High Street, Charing, Kent. He is 
buried in the Ramleh (Ramia) War Cemetery in Israel. Grave reference D.19.  
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
High Street, Charing 
 
Company Sergeant Major (CSM) 240034 William BRUNGER . 5th Buffs (East Kent Reiment).  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Singleton Cottage, Great Chart 
 
James  BRUNGER  32 Yardsman Farm Rolvenden 
Nancy M    31    Rolvenden 
William     9    Rolvenden 
Alice     7    Rolvenden 
Samuel     5    Rolvenden 
Harry     3    Rolvenden 
Robert     1    Great Chart 
 
William (above) seems to have gone on to become a CSM in the 5th Buffs. 
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COLEMAN H.G 
 
Bombardier 80434 Hubert Guy COLEMAN. “D” Battery, 6 3rd Brigade, Royal Field Artillery 
(R.F.A). Died 17th September 1915 aged 21 years. Born Charing. Enlisted Folkestone. Son of 
Anna Dorothy Adair of 45, Church Street, Great Budworth, Northwich, Cheshire. Buried Tancrez 
Farm Cemetery. Grave reference I.A.16.  
 
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission records state that this man was a native of 
Charing , Kent. Soldiers Died Great War gives his birthplace as London.  
 
 
HOOKER G 
 
Private G/21441 George HOOKER. 6 th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Died 30th 
November 1917. Born Charing, Kent. Resided Tenterden, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury. George has 
no known grave. His name appears on the Cambrai Memorial, France. Panel reference 3.  
 
George was killed in the Battle of Cambrai  of 1917. 
 
On the 30th November 1917 a great German counter attack was launched at Cambrai during the 
Battle of Arras. The Buffs 1st battalion was in reserve. It is recorded that only 6 men were 
wounded or killed on this day. The next day the 6th battalion went into action all day in a line 
around Gonnelieu and La Vacquerie.  
 
 
HOLBROW T.L.S 
 
Major Thomas Leonard Stanley HOLBROW MC. 156 th Field Company, Royal Engineers 
(RE). Died 28th March 1918 aged 28 years. Son of Stanley Charles and Katherine Yuille Holbrow 
of Charing, Kent. Buried in the Blangy-Tronville Communal Cemetery, The Somme, France. 
Grave reference 32. 
 
Awarded the Military Cross for bravery in the field. 
 
Blangy-Tronville is a village in the Department of the Somme, on the left bank of the River 
Somme, 10 kilometres east of Amiens. From Amiens train station turn left onto the Rue Jules 
Barni in the direction of Longeau, then take the N29 in the direction of St Quentin. Approximately 
4 kilometres from Longeau train station, on the N29, turn left in the direction of Blangy-Tronville. 
Cross over the railway once and then turn left and cross over again. The cemetery lies on the 
right hand side of the road and the CWGC Plots will be found to the left and rear of the cemetery. 
Historical Information: The communal cemetery was used, and extended, by Commonwealth and 
French troops in 1918, but the two extensions on the north side have since been removed. The 
communal cemetery now contains 42 Commonwealth burials and commemorations of the First 
World War. One grave, destroyed by shell fire, is now represented by a special memorial. 
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JEMMETT C.W   
 
Captain 1564  Charles William JEMMETT. 6 th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Formerly (Sergeant) 2/5 th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Died Friday 15th March 
1918 aged 32 years. Born Willesborough 26th May 1885.  Son of William Francis Bond Jemmett 
of Ashford, Kent. Husband of Dorothy Elizabeth Cottrell (formerly Jemmett nee Sankey)  of 
Sussex House, Winchester, Formerly living at Charing. Her father was Percy Edward Sankey the 
well known Ramsgate Solicitor of 44, Russell Square, London. Charles and his wife Dorothty 
married 14th December 1912 and had three daughters. Buried in the Brissay-Choigny 
Churchyard, Aisne, France - West Side of main path. 
 
Charles was educated at Mr Branack’s at Folkestone. In September 1898 he entered Tonbridge 
School and served in their Officer Training Corps (OTC) until 1902. His name appears on the 
Tonbridge School Roll of Honour that was published after the war had ended.  
 
Upon leaving school Charles went to work at a bank in Ashford. He left Ashford and became a 
Lecturer in Entomology employed by The South Eastern Agricultural College, Wye near Ashford. 
He arrived at the college in 1906 and stayed until 1908. He resided at Withersdane House at Wye 
prior to the outbreak of war. Whilst employed at Wye he enlisted as a Sergeant in the territorial  
army (2/5th Buffs) on the 17th August 1914 at Ashford. On the 9th May 1915 following family 
intervention he was commissioned into the rank of Second Lieutenant with the Buffs 6th Battalion.  
 
The Buffs regimental history (Moody) lists the circumstances of Charles death. He was killed in 
action on 15th March 1918 whilst leading his platoon on the canal bridge at Vendeuil-Chaugny 
Road (La Fere, Brissay-Choigny) in Liez three miles north of the River Oise and 2 miles from the 
St Quentin Canal. He was killed instantly when a rifle bullet struck him on the right temple. His will 
left £22,000 to his wife Dorothy Elizabeth Cottrell (formerly Jemmett).  
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JENKINS H.E        
 
Private G/405 Henry Edward JENKINS. 6 th Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). Drowned 26th June 1915 aged 22 years. Born Stalisfield. Enlisted Chatham. Son of 
Henry and Elizabeth Jenkins of Bottle Farm, Charing, Kent. Buried in the Rifle House Cemetery, 
Belgium. Grave reference III.C.4.  
 
Another local man whose name was missed off the parish tribute probably because he did not 
attend church regularly enough. The Charing parish tribute was formulated by the parish church 
authorities which meant that men who were not religious were forgotten. Many present 
churchgoers would deny this kind of discrimination ever took place but it most certainly did in the 
years preceding the Great War.  
 
Henry’s death was reported in the Kentish Express and this report confirms he lived in Charing.  
 
Henry was drowned when he attempted to save the life of a Private Mitchell. They both went 
down to a pond to have a sly bathe. The pond was located near to their battalion headquarters. 
Private Mitchell got into difficulties and Henry went in to save him. They both drowned. It was 
thought that they lost their lives because the temperature of the water was so cold in the deeper 
areas of the pond. The pond must have been somewhere in Plugstreet (Ploegsteert) village - 
 
Private G/417 Augustus Holland MITCHELL. 6 th Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). Died 26th June 1915. Born Snettisham, King’s Lynn, Norfolk. Enlisted Tonbridge.  
 
The 1901 census gives – 
Hart Hill, Charing 
 
Henry   JENKINS 38 Farmer  Witchling 
Emily E     40   Preston 
Ada Rose    11   Stalisfield 
Henry E    8   Stalisfield 
George J    1   Charing 
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On the 1st June 1915 the 6th battalion was at Folkestone Kent. It embarked a ship and sailed for 
Boulogne. On the 3rd June 1915 it entrained for Wizernes. On the 6th June it was at Meteren. On 
the 20th June 1915 the battalion began instruction with the 19th Brigade in trenches near 
Armentieres. On the 25th June it moved to Plugstreet village. On the 30th it took over frontline 
trenches in Plugstreet Wood.  
 
 
NEAVES W.L         
 
Private 34749 William Leslie NEAVES. 1 st  Battalion, East Surrey Regiment. Died 3rd October 
1917 aged 23 years. Born Charing, Kent. Enlisted Bexleyheath, Kent. Resided Erith, Kent. Son of 
H Neaves of Platt Brickland, Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. William has no known grave. His 
name appears on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, Belgium. Panel reference 79 to 80 and 
163A. 
 
On the 1st October 1917 the 5th division was ordered to relieve the 23rd division on the Menin 
Road just outside Ypres. The 1st  battalion was moved to Ridge Wood. The battalion was later 
moved forward around Zillebeke Pond at Hooge and was then severely attacked by the enemy. 
German shelling forced the battalion to entrench and take cover. On the 2nd October the battalion 
held a 200 yard line South of Reutelbeek extending northwards to Jut Farm. Battalion HQ was at 
Fitz-Clarence Farm with Brigade HQ in Santuary Wood.  
 
 

 
RUANE B.T 
 
Lance Corporal  S/9359 Bert Thomas RUANE. 1 st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment). Died 15th September 1916 aged 27 years. Born Charing, Kent. Son of William and 
Mary Ruane of Willesborough, Ashford. Formerly residing St Mary’s Road, Faversham, Kent. 
Husband of Lucy Ruane of The Street, Great Chart, Ashford, Kent. Buried in the Serre Road 
Cemetery No 2, France. Grave reference XXXIII.F.8. 
 
His father William was at one time the butler to Colonel Groves of Charing, Kent. Bert lived at 
number 7, Lees Road in Willesborough, Ashford. Before the outbreak of war he worked for Mr 
Salmon the Grocer and Postmaster in Hythe Road, Willesborough.  
 
Bert was a first class marksman and he was selected for duty at the coronation of King George. 
 
The 1901 census gives – 
The Laundry, Smeeth 
 
Frances RUANE  40 Laundress Washer Leigh, Kent 
William    17 Gardener  Boxley, Kent 
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Margaret   15    Maidstone 
Gertrude   13    Hollingbourne 
Bertie T   9    Charing 
John D    7    Charing 
Charles E   1    Smeeth 
Robert H   2days    Smeeth 
 
On the 15th September 1916 the 1st battalion was engaged in a major action at Morval on The 
Somme. The battalion moved forward from frontline trenches and attacked a heavily fortified 
enemy redoubt known as “The Quadrilateral” which was located on the edge of Bouteaux Wood. 
This was one of the first actions where tanks were used in force by the British. The Buffs were 
tasked with supporting the 8th Bedford’s and the 2nd York and Lanc’s. The Buffs were pinned 
down in shell holes and suffered enormous casualties -  6 officers and 53 men killed and a further 
190 men wounded. During the night the battalion withdrew to a trench running south east to 
Guillemont.  
 
 
RANSOM H.E 
 
Private G/18489 Herbert Edwin RANSON. 1 st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). Formerly (2339) Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles (Yeomanry). Died 27th October 
1917 aged 19 years. Born Stalisfield Green. Resided Charing. Son of G.W and M.J Ransom of 
Stalisfield. Buried in the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium. Grave reference XXII.H.17A. 
 
On the 26th October 1917 the 1st battalion was defending positions in and around Gheluvelt not 
far from Polygon Wood. The enemy attacked in strength and the battalion was caught in the 
open. By the end of the day the battalion had suffered enormous casualties – 350 men killed and 
wounded. 225 men were killed outright. The remnants of the 1st battalion (about 150 men) were 
withdrawn to Ridge Wood Camp. It would appear that Herbert was one of those men who were 
wounded. He was moved through the medical evacuation chain but died of his wounds the next 
day.  
 
 
SHUTE W.E 
 
Corporal 1325 Walter Ernest SHUTE. 23 rd  Battalion, Royal Fusiliers. Died 7th September 
1918 aged 27 years. Son of Henry and Jane Shute of Bemerton, Salibury,Wiltshire. Husband of 
Rosa Annie Shute of Raywood Farm, Charing, Kent. Formerly Pivington Farm, Pluckley, Ashford, 
Kent. Buried in the Vaulx Hill Cemetery, France. Grave reference III.J.17. 
 
Walter enlisted in January 1915 voluntarily. He moved to France with his battalion in November 
1915.  
 
His Commanding Officer wrote – 
 
“Your husband was a great friend of mine for a long time and was loved and respected by all 
those that knew him. During the time he had been with these headquarters and previously when 
with the 2 battalions, there had been no man on the mess staff more generally respected by all 
officers of the mess than your husband”. I know well the example he has always set to the other 
men, of cheeriness and devotion to duty, often under very tiring circumstances. He was killed by 
a shell while doing some very necessary work while we were being heavily shelled”.  
 
Walter’s name was not placed on the Pluckley war memorial nor was it placed on Charing’s 
tribute either!  
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SPILLETT F.J    
 
Private G/583 Frederick James SPILLETT. 6 th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 13th October 1915 aged 29 years. Born Otterden, Kent. Resided Stalisfield. Son of George 
and Emma Spillett of Perkins House, Stalisfield. Formerly of Egmore Hatch, Eastling, Faversham, 
Kent. Frederick has no known grave. His name appears on the Loos Memorial, France. Panel 
reference 15 to 19.  
 
Before the outbreak of war Frederick was employed by Mr G.C.H Wheler MP.  
 
The Ashford 1918 Absentee Voters List gives – 
 
Rose Cottage, The Hill, Charing 
 
Stoker Alfred Ernest SPILLETT. HMS Pembroke, Royal Navy.  
Private 69665 Henry Albert SPILLETT. Royal Field Ar tillery.  
 
The day that Frederick died his battalion the 6th Buffs were attacking heavily fortified enemy 
positions in and around Hulluch. The battalion went over the top under cover of smoke at 1400 
hours. The battalion objective was the East end of the quarries and they were meant to link up 
with the 7th East Surrey’s. Ten officers out of the thirteen who led the attack were killed outright 
and no less than 400 men were killed or wounded. Frederick was obviously one of these 
casualties.  
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STUART R.N  (See Tributes below)  
 
This man although he died in 1954 warrants inclusion in this list. He was the most highly 
decorated RNR officer of the First World War. He died at Charing in 1954 and is buried in the 
parish Burial Ground. Not that the local people of Charing have ever taken much notice of poor 
Ronald’s grave. The parish church recently compiled a small booklet – “The Charing Village Trail” 
to view interesting and historic local places. Ronald’s grave doesn’t warrant a mention in it… 
 
Captain Ronald Neil STUART VC. DSO. RD. U.S Navy Cr oss. Royal Naval Reserve . HMS 
“Cassin”. Formerly  HMS “Pargust”, Formerly HMS Q.5 (Loderer).  Born 26th August 1886 at 
31, Kelvin Grove, Toxteth Park, Liverpool.  Died at Beryl Lodge, Charing, Kent on 8th February 
1954 aged 67 years. Son of Neil Stuart a master mariner of Scottish Ancestry from Prince 
Edward Island in Canada. Ronald lived with his sisters at “Beryl Lodge”, Charing, Kent. Buried 
locally in the Charing Parish Cemetery, School Road, Charing, Kent (new VC headstone erected 
April 2005).  
 
In 2002 Neil Clark found Ronald’s grave in an appaling condition. It was literally falling apart. Neil 
applied pressure to the Royal Navy to pay for a new headstone. Finally 2 years later after 
sustained pressure from Neil, a Victoria Cross Headstone was erected by the Royal Navy.  
 
 
WARDEN R.D 
 
Gunner 193147 Robert David WARDEN. 38 th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery (RGA). 
Died 9th May 1918 aged 25 years. Son of Harry and Alice Mary Warden of Ramsgate late of 
Charing, Kent. Buried in the La Kreule Military Cemetery, Hazebrouck, France. Grave reference 
II.A.4. 
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WEBB E 
Westwell 
 
Rifleman 7403 Ernest L WEBB. 9 th Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps (KRRC). Died 9th April 
1917 aged 29 years. Born Hastings. Enlisted Chatham. Resided Ashford. Son of Edward Webb of 
Leacon Farm, Charing, Ashford, Kent. Buried in the Tilloy British Cemetery, Tollioy-Les-
Mofflaines, France. Grave reference II.G.9. 
 
The 9th King’s Royal Rifles were Formed August 1914 at Winchester Hampshire (K1). To 
Blackdown (42nd Brigade, 14th Division). To Petworth November 1914. To Bordon February 1915. 
Landed France 20th May 1915. Reduced to a cadre 27th April 1918.  
 
In the early part of 1917 the 14th Division was involved in the German retreat and subsequent 
British advance on the Hindenburg Line. On 9th April 1917 the Battle of Arras commenced and the 
division fought at the Battle of the Scarpe.  
 
Ernest was killed in action during the Battle of the Scarpe (a sub-battle of the Battle of Arras).  
 

 
WELLER A.F 
 
Rifleman 371842 Arthur Frederick WELLER. 8 th Battalion (Post Office Rifles). London 
Regiment. Died 18th April 1918. Resided Sevenoaks. Born Charing. Son of F Weller of 6, Beech 
Road, Sevenoaks, Kent. Buried in the Namps-Au-Val British Cemetery, France. Grave reference 
II.B.16. 
 
Before the war Arthur worked as a postman from the Charing sub post office.  
 
Arthur’s name appears on the Ashford Post Office war memorial located in the sorting office at 
Tannery Lane. On this small memorial it states clearly that Arthur worked at Charing. It seems 
most odd that his name was not placed on the Charing war memorial alongside Frederick 
Barrows who was also a Charing postman and whose name also appears on the Ashford Post 
Office War Memorial. Quite extraordinary…  
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WINTER A.W 
 
Private 14585 Albert William WINTER. 2 nd Dragoon Guards (Queen’s Bays). Formerly (2124) 
Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles (REKMR). Died 6th May 1918. Born Charing. Enlisted 
Canterbury. Resided Eythorne Street, Hollingbourne, Kent. Son of Albert and Ellen Winter of 
Eythorne Street, Hollingbourne, Maidstone, Kent. Buried Hollingbourne (All Saints) Churchyard, 
Hollingbourne, Maidstone, Kent. Grave Reference – Not Known. 
 
Albert’s name appears on the Hollingbourne parish war memorial.  
 
The 1901 Maidstone Census gives – 
 
Eythorne Street, Hollingbourne 
 
Albert  WINTER 23 Labourer  Westwell 
Ellen    21    Charing 
George    2    Charing 
Albert    1    Charing 
Frederick   1m    Hollingbourne 
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Ronald Neil STUART VC, DSO, RD, RNR 
“The most highly decorated RNR officer of the Great War” 

 

 
 

BURIED CHARING, KENT 
 

BORN: 26 August 1886 Liverpool, Lancashire, UK 
DIED: 8 February 1954 Charing, Kent, UK 

 

Biography 
 

Captain Ronald Neil STUART VC. DSO. RD. U.S Navy Cr oss. Royal Naval Reserve . HMS 
“Cassin”. Formerly  HMS “Pargust”, Formerly HMS Q.5 (Loderer).  Born 26th August 1886 at 
31, Kelvin Grove, Toxteth Park, Liverpool.  Died at Beryl Lodge, Charing, Kent on 8th February 
1954 aged 67 years. Son of Neil Stuart a master mariner of Scottish Ancestry from Prince 
Edward Island, Canada. Ronald lived with his sisters at “Beryl Lodge”, Charing, Kent. Buried 
locally in the Charing Parish Burial Ground,School Road, Charing, Ashford, Kent (new VC 
headstone erected April 2005).  
 
London Gazette VC Citation for 7 June 1917 No 30194 of 20 July 1917  
 
On 7 June 1917 while disguised as a British merchant vessel with a dummy gun mounted aft, 
H.M.S Pargust was topedoed at very close range. Her boileroom, engine room and No 5 hold 
were immediately flooded, and the starboard lifeboat was blown to pieces. The weather was 
misty at the time, fresh breeze, and a choppy sea. The Panic Party under the command of Lt F.R 
Hereford DSC RNR abandoned ship, and as the last boat was shoving off, the periscope of a 
German submarine was observed close before the port beam about 400 yards distant. The 
enemy then submerged, and his periscope reappeared directly astern, passing to the starboard 
quarter, then round to the port beam when it turned again towards the ship, breaking the surface 
about 50 yards away. The lifeboat was acting as a lure, commenced to pull around the stern and 
the submarine followed. The panic party led by Hereford continued to decoy the submarine. The 
Pargust opened fire with all guns trained upon the German submarine. H..M.S Pargust was in a 
sinking condition but kept up it’s barrage on the enemy. Fire continued until the German 
submarine sank. Two German seaman were picked up from the water. A British sloop arrived on 
scene to tow Pargust back to Queenstown. 
 
 



 

 
 
 

44 

Our latest success is the grave of the late gallant Captain Ronald Neil Stuart VC, DSO, RD, RNR 
who lays in the Charing parish burial ground 4 miles outside Ashford. A new Portland stone 
Victoria Cross Pattern headstone was erected in February 2005. Neil Clark asked the Charing 
Parish Council for a small financial contribution.They donated nothing citing - no funds available 
(a ridiculous statement for such a wealthy area). The parish church and parish council at Charing 
has co-produced a pamphlet for a walk around the village to see local “places of interest”. 
Unfortunately Ronald’s grave doesn’t warrant a mention in it. No one in Charing has ever seemed 
very interested in poor Ronald’s grave which is not entirely surprising given the state of the war 
memorials in Charing (Percy Timpson’s local tribute included which in 2003 was covered in 
undergrowth). We made a small donation in 2003 towards the costs of having the village tribute 
professionally re-signwritten (10% of the likely cost). The Rector of Charing told us that the war 
memorial was being treated as part of the fabric of the building and that no additional funds were 
available. What an odd thing to say! The War memorial has patently  been allowed to gradually 
deteriorate over many years. In any case it would cost less than £300 to have the work done. The 
plaque remained untouched in 2006… 
 
Ronald was the first Royal Navy officer to receive the Victoria Cross by ballott. He came from an 
old seafaring family and was born at 31 Kelvin Grove in Liverpool. Ronald was the only son and 
youngest of 6 children to Neil Stuart a master mariner from Canada and Mary Harrison (nee 
Banks). Ronalds mother Mary was a Dressmaker who gave up her chosen profession to become 
a Captain’s Wife. Ronald’s parents spent most of their time sailing between England and 
Australia. It is said that Ronald was concieved on one of these trips! Ronald’s parents were 
married in Montreal and their first child was born in Quebec. Shortly after Ronald’s father went to 
Mississipi where he became a river boat skipper. There is evidence to suggest that during this 
period Neil Stuart served as an officer in the US Navy before the family returned to England and 
settled in Liverpool. After a spell as a Dock Superintendant Neil became a Grocer selling tea from 
a store in Prescott Street, Liverpool. Around this time Ronald Neil Stuart was born. Neil Stuart 
was killed suddenly in a tragic accident while preparing to return to sea.  
 
Ronald Neil Stuart was educated at a public school – Liverpool College (Shaw Street). His fathers 
death changed everything and Ronald was forced to end his education earlier than originally 
planed. Ronald took an office based job in Liverpool but hated the mundane work immensely. 
Ronald was offered an apprenticeship with messrs Steele & Co in 1902. His first voyage was 
aboard the sailing barque “Kirkhill”. Ronald was crewing this boat when it struck rocks and 
foundered off the Falkland Islands in 1905. Ronald lost everything he possessed and was forced 
to start over again.  
 
By the time of the outbreak of the Great War (August 1914) Ronald was a junior officer on board 
a large steamship owned by the Canadian Pacific Line. In the late spring of 1916 Ronald was 
selected to join Commander Campbell’s secretive Q (Mystery) Ships. Ronald was immediately 
commissioned into the Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) as a Sub Lieutenant. After training Ronald 
was promoted Lieutenant and appointed first officer aboard the Mystery Ship “Farnborough” later 
called HMS “Q5” later renamed SS “Loderer”. Ronald’s boss Commander Gordon Campbell VC 
described Ronald as Blond and ruddy powerful. Campbell came to rely upon Ronald heavily 
during their time together.  
 
In 1917 Ronald was serving with Campbell on board HMS Pargust a converted Tramp Steamer. It 
was at this time that Ronald won his Victoria Cross – 
 
Whilst serving on HMS Pargust in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean, an enemy submarine fired a 
torpedo at close range and damaged Pargust’s engine room. Mystery ships were fitted with 
carefully disguised guns and were designed to attack German U Boats. Ronald was in command 
of the gun party and quickly bought the guns to bear. The submarine was sunk. The crew of HMS 
were awarded two VC’s and all men were asked to vote 1 officer and 1 rating to receive it. The 
crew unanimously voted Ronald Stuart as the officer. 
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After being awarded the VC, Ronald went on to command his own Q Ship – “Tamarisk”. In her 
Lieutenant Commander Ronald Stuart was to add to his already impressive list of honours. In 
October 1917 Ronald’s ship went to the rescue of a badly damaged torpedoed US Navy 
destroyer the USS “Cassin”. Ronald succeeded in getting the Tamarisk close enough to get a line 
on board the Cassin. Although the line broke twice, the Tamarisk succeeded in towing the 
damaged US destroyer to Queenstown. In recognition of Ronald’s extreme bravery the US 
government awarded him the US Navy Cross. This high ranking US award is second only to the 
Congressional Medal Of Honour! Ronald was indeed a very brave man… 
 
After the war Ronald became a  very sucessful Captain in the Merchant Navy. He continued 
serving in the Royal Naval Reserve. Ronald was promoted full Commander 30 June 1928 and 
Captain 1 July 1935.  
 
In 1931 Ronald’s wife whom he had married in 1919 died suddenly leaving him with three sons 
and 2 daughters to bring up. His four surviving sisters none of whom married helped Ronald in 
this respect. Ronald perused his merchant marine career never taking a holiday and never 
indulging in any kind of social life. Ronald never recovered from the loss of his beloved wife… 
 
Ronald retired from the Merchant Naval Service as a Commodore and went to live with his sisters 
at Beryl Lodge, Charing, Kent. During this time Ronald often went to Ashford where he would 
watch films. He died suddenly 8 February 1954 at Charing. He was buried locally and his family 
provided a headstone. This headstone was looking dilapidated and worn by 2003.  
 
Ronald was a complex character. He rarely spoke of his war experiences. He left his family with 
the clear impression that he did not get on well with Campbell. While Campbell was to prove 
himself a master self-publicist, Ronald was a model of reticence who always played down the 
risks he took contending that Q Ship crews were far better off than the soldiers serving in rat 
infested stinking trenches. No amount of modesty can disguise his understated heroism under the 
most testing of circumstances. Ronald Stuart was a brave man indeed… 
 
Ronald’s medals are held by the National Maritime Museum in London. The museum holds a 
large collection of medals including a few VC’s but none are routinely displayed. They are kept 
under lock and key in the museum’s vaults! This is very disappointing… 
 
 
STUART Ronald N VC., DSO Lt. RNR  83P358 Star  
Vice Admiral East Coast of England 24.03.19 Gazetted  
Action with enemy submarines Tyne Area 29.09.18 - UB.115 Mentioned in Despatches  
Action with enemy submarine by H.M.S. Ouse, on the 29th September, 1918. 
Captain (D) 7th Destroyer Flotilla, stated that H.M.S. "Star", *was handled in a most creditable 
and satisfactory manner".... "and co-operated with the Air Force in a most excellent and zealous 
manner."Their Lordships' appreciation expressed.  
The submarine in question was later ascertained to be UB.115, which was destroyed. 
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The New Headstone erected by the Royal Navy 2004 
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COPPINS F.G 

Born on 25th October 1889 at CHARING, Kent!  
 
We (Neil Clark and Dave Hughes) have recently established beyond doubt that 
Frederick Coppins VC was born in Charing, NOT London as most people think. 
Most books also record his birth place wrongly as London.  
 
Looks like he previously served with Royal West Kent Regiment. No. 8853 
 
Enlisted into 1st Battalion D Coy RWK Regiment on 30th December 1907 at Maidstone, Kent. 
Aged 18 years and 2 months and his occupation was a farm labourer. 
His father is listed as Joseph, also a brother Joseph in RAMC, Singapore. 
Another brother is Albert. 
 
For conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty when, during an attack [August 9th, 1918, at 
Beaufort Wood], his platoon came unexpectedly under fire of numerous machine guns.  It was not 
possible to advance or retire, and no cover was available.  It became apparent that the platoon 
would be annihilated unless the enemy machine guns were silenced immediately.  Cpl. Coppins 
without hesitation, and on his own initiative, called on four men to follow him and leapt forward in 
the face of intense machine-gun fire.  With his comrades he rushed straight forward for the 
machine guns.  The four men with him were killed and Cpl. Coppins wounded.  Despite his 
wounds he reached the hostile machine guns alone, killed the operator of the first gun and three 
of the crew, and made prisoners of four others, who surrendered. 
Cpl. Coppins, by this act of outstanding valour, was the means of saving many lives of the men of 
his platoon, and enabled the advance to be continued. 

Despite his wound, this gallant N.C.O. continued with his platoon to the final objective, and only 
left the line when it had been made secure and when ordered to do so. 

London Gazette: 24 September 1918 

OTHER DECORATIONS: 
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BWM; VM; GVI & EIIR CORONATION 

World War I Victoria Cross Recipient. A native of London, England, Coppins emigrated to Canada 
before the war and enlisted shortly after it broke out. He was serving as a corporal with the 8th 
Battalion (90th Winnipeg Rifles) of the Manitoba Regiment in an attack on a German position 
called Hatchet Wood, near the villages of Warvillers and Vrély south of Albert, August 9, 1918, 
when he performed the deeds for which he was awarded the VC. From his citation: “For most 
conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty when during an attack his platoon came unexpectedly 
under fire of numerous machine-guns. It was not possible to advance or retire, and no cover was 
available. It became apparent that the platoon would be annihilated unless the enemy machine-
guns were silenced immediately. Corpl. Coppins, without hesitation and on his own initiative, 
called on four men to follow him, and leaped forward in the face of intense machine-gun fire. With 
his comrades he rushed straight for the machine-guns. The four men with him were killed and 
Corpl. Coppins wounded. Despite his wounds, he reached the hostile machine-guns alone, killed 
the operator of the first gun and three of the crew, and made prisoners of four others, who 
surrendered. Corpl. Coppins by this act of outstanding valour, was the means of saving many 
lives of the men of this platoon, and enabled the advance to be continued. Despite his wound, 
this gallant N.C.O. continued with his platoon to the final objective, and only left the line when it 
had been made secure and when ordered to do so. Between the wars he served as a Special 
Constable in Winnipeg, and later moved to Oakland, California, where he worked as a 
construction foreman for Pacific Gas and Electric. He passed away in the VA Hospital in 
Livermore, California, at the age of 73. His medals are in the collection of the Royal Winnipeg 
Rifles Museum, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 

1891 census  
 
Name: Fredk G Coppins  
Age: 1  
Estimated Birth Year: abt 1890  
Relation: Son  
Father's Name: Joseph  
Mother's Name: Mary A  
Gender: Male  
Where born: Charing, Kent, England  
 
Civil Parish: Charing  
Ecclesiastical parish: Charing  
Town: Charing  
County/Island: Kent  
Country: England  
 
Registration district: West Ashford  
Sub registration district: Calehill  
ED, institution, or vessel: 2  
Neighbors: View others on page  
Household Members: Name Age  
Joseph Coppins 33  
Mary A Coppins 26  
Ellen M Coppins 3  
Fredk G Coppins 1  
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1901 census 
 
Name: Frederick Coppins  
Age: 11  
Estimated Birth Year: abt 1890  
Relation: Son  
Father's Name: Joseph  
Gender: Male  
Where born: Charing, Kent, England  
 
 
He passed away in the VA Hospital in Livermore, California, at the age of 73. His funeral 
service was attended by representatives of The Royal Canadian Legion, the Last Post 
Fund and Canada’s consul general. 
 
 

 
 
 
 


