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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

 

 
MARTIN, LOUIS PERCY. Staff Serjeant, A/129397. 
Army Service Corps (Canteens). 
Died 26 September 1916. Aged 38. 
Born Lewisham, Kent. Enlisted Whitehall, London. Resided Orpington, Kent. 
Son of Samuel and Mary Martin. 
Husband of Mary Martin (née Grant) of 4, Edith Villas, Warren Road, 
Farnborough, Orpington, Kent.  
Buried St. Martin-of-Tours Churchyard, Chelsfield, Orpington.  
Grave Ref: Row 8 Grave 1. 
Louis was a veteran of the Second Boer War (1899-1902), and he had re-
enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on 16 September 1915. At the 
time of his enlistment, Louis stated that he was 37 years of age, and that he was 
employed as Ships Steward. On enlisting he was attested as a Sergeant in the 
Army Service Corps, but was promoted to a Staff Serjeant the same day. He 
served in the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force from 27 September 1915 to 17 
September 1916. Prior to enlisting, Louis was employed by the Union-Castle 
Steamship Co., and he had served on hospital ships and troopships. 
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SMITH, FREDERICK. Private, 48788. 
52nd (Graduated) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. 
Died 27 July 1917. Aged 40. 
Born Chelsfield, Orpington, Kent. 
Son of James and Emma Smith. 
Husband of Lucy Smith of Rounds, Chelsfield, Orpington, Kent. 
Buried St. Martin-of-Tours Churchyard, Chelsfield, Orpington.  
Grave Ref: Row 10 Grave 3. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Smith family resided at Rounds, Chelsfield, 
Orpington, Kent. Head of the house was 48 year old Sutton-at-Hone, Dartford, 
Kent native James Smith, who was a Builder and an Employer. The then 23 year 
old Frederick was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a 
Carpenter, which was probably in the employ of his father. Frederick enlisted in 
the army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on 16 November 1915. Initially he served 
as Private, F8724, 27th (Reserve) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. Later serving 
in the 10th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. 
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THORPE, PERCY HARRY. Engine Room Artificer 4th Class, M/16987. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Tyne. 
Died 22 May 1917. Aged 29. 
Born Bilsington, Ashford, Kent. 
Youngest son of the late John Albert Thorpe and Emma Thorpe (née Langford) 
of Bilsington, Ashford, Kent. 
Husband of Edith Emily Thorpe (née Price) of 2, Oak Road, Green Street Green, 
Farnborough, Kent. 
Buried St. Martin-of-Tours Churchyard, Chelsfield, Orpington.  
Grave Ref: Row 10 Grave 5. 
Percy was born at Priory Cottage, Bilsington, Ashford, Kent on 8 June 1887, at 
which time his father who was a native of Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent was 
employed as a Game Keeper at Bilsington Priory. The Thorpe family was still 
residing at Priory Cottage, Bilsington at the time of the 1891 census. When the 
1901 census was carried out, the family resided at White Lane Lodge, Chilworth 
St. Martha, Guildford, Surrey, and John Albert Thorpe was still employed as a 
game Keeper. The marriage of Percy to Miss Edith Emily Price was registered in 
the Bromley, Kent Registration District during the third quarter of 1912. 
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Second World War 
 1939-1945 

 

 
APPLETON, JOHN GEORGE. Warrant Officer Class II (B.S.M.), 1038718. 
Royal Artillery. 
Died 12 July 1946. Aged 47. 
Son of William and Sarah Appleton. 
Husband of Doris May Appleton (née Auld) of Green Street Green, Farnborough, 
Kent. 
Buried St. Martin-of-Tours Churchyard, Chelsfield, Orpington.  
Grave Ref: New part. Row 20. Grave 5. 
John’s marriage to Doris May Auld was registered in the Alton, Hampshire 
Registration District during the fourth quarter of 1924. His death was registered in 
the Bromley, Kent Registration District during the third quarter of 1946. 
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CRADDOCK, PHILIP CHASE. Major, 41848. 
Royal Artillery. 
Died 31 January 1943. Aged 32. 
Son of Albert Chase Craddock and Doris Kate Craddock. 
Husband of Una Mary Craddock of Lower Kirby, Essex.  
Buried St. Martin-of-Tours Churchyard, Chelsfield, Orpington.  
Grave Ref: New part. Row 20. Grave 6. 
A pre war member of Territorial Army, Philip was a Territorial Army Boxing 
Champion in 1932. 
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MASON, JOHN WILLIAM OLIVER. Corporal, 6970398. 
9th Battalion, East Surrey Regiment. 
Died 5 May 1941. Aged 29. 
Born Warwickshire. Resided Kent. 
Son of Thomas James Mason and Agnes Bertha Mason. 
Husband of Florence Margaret Mason of Farnborough, Kent. 
Buried St. Martin-of-Tours Churchyard, Chelsfield, Orpington.  
Grave Ref: New part. Row 18. Grave 9. 
Pre war member of the Rifle Brigade (Prince Consorts Own). 
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MEDHURST, JOHN ELI. Private, 6103576. 
The Queen's Royal Regiment (West Surrey). 
Died 31 October 1945. Aged 33. 
Son of Eli John and Louisa Medhurst (née Bowen) of Pratt's Bottom, 
Farnborough, Orpington, Kent. 
Buried St. Martin-of-Tours Churchyard, Chelsfield, Orpington.  
Grave Ref: New part. Row 19. Grave 7. 
John’s birth was registered in the Bromley, Kent Registration District during the 
third quarter of 1912. His death was registered in the Bromley, Kent Registration 
District during the fourth quarter of 1945. 
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