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Cranbrook Second Boer 
War Memorial 1899-1902 
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WIMBLE, W. Lance Corporal. 7358.  
“A” Company,” 1st Volunteer Company, 2nd (Weald of Kent) Battalion, The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment).  
Died Friday 18 May 1900. 
Commemorated on the Canterbury (Boer War) Memorial, Dane John Gardens, 
Canterbury, Kent, and on Second Boer War memorial plaque, which is located in 
the parish church of All Saints, Staplehurst, Cranbrook, Kent. 
The Boer War Casualty Roll 1899 -1902, records the above casualty, who died of 
a disease at Bloemfontein, Orange Free State, South Africa as being M. 
WIMBLE, but on page 154 in the book ‘With The Buffs In South Africa,’ by 
Lieutenant-Colonel J. B. Backhouse, C.B., he is recorded as being W. WIMBLE. 
He is commemorated at Cranbrook as a Lance Corporal, but on other memorials 
and some data sources checked, his rank is shown as a Private. This casualty 
was probably William Wimble who was born at Marden, Kent in c1873, and the 
son of Samuel Wimble and Eliza Wimble. At the time of the 1891 census, the 
Wimble family resided at Bell Lane, Staplehurst, Kent. Head of the house was 58 
year old Heathfield, Sussex native Samuel Wimble, who was employed as a 
Labourer. The then 18 year old William was also recorded as being employed as 
a Labourer by the census enumerator. 
 
BUSS, WILLIAM. Lance Corporal, 7306. 
“B” Company,” 2nd Volunteer Company, 2nd (Weald of Kent) Battalion, The 
Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died Sunday 2 June 1901. 
Commemorated on the Canterbury (Boer War) Memorial, Dane John Gardens, 
Canterbury, Kent, and on Second Boer War memorial plaque, which is located in 
the parish church of All Saints, Staplehurst, Kent. 
Unfortunately, Lance Corporal BUSS is commemorated on the memorial plaque 
in St. Dunstans church as Private W. BASS. He died of a disease at Winburg, 
Orange Free State, South Africa. 
 
PAYNE, JOHN. Private, 7348. 
“A” Company,” 1st Volunteer Company, 2nd (Weald of Kent) Battalion, The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment).  
Died Wednesday 29 May 1901. 
John died of a disease at Cape Town, South Africa. 
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POTTER, FRANK. Private, 7467. 
“A” Company,” 1st Volunteer Company, 2nd (Weald of Kent) Battalion, The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment).  
Died Sunday 5 May 1901. 
Frank died of a disease at Winburg, Orange Free State, South Africa. 
 
CHANTLER,  C. Private, 7422.   
“C” Company,” 2nd Volunteer Company, 2nd (Weald of Kent) Battalion, The 
Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died Saturday 8 February 1902. 
Commemorated on the Canterbury (Boer War) Memorial, Dane John Gardens, 
Canterbury, Kent, and on Second Boer War memorial plaque, which is located in 
the parish church of All Saints, Staplehurst, Kent. 
Private Chandler was accidentally shot and wounded by a sentry at Elandshoek 
Station, North Cape, South Africa, on Thursday 6 February 1902, and 
succumbed to his injuries two days later at Elandshoek. Unfortunately, Private 
CHANTLER is commemorated on the memorial plaque in St. Dunstans church 
as Private C. CHANDLER. This casualty was probably Charles Chantler who 
was born at Frittenden, Kent, c1877, and was the son of John Chantler and Mary 
A. Chantler. At the time of the 1891 census, Charles resided at Hartridge Manor, 
Cranbrook, Kent where he was employed as a Farm Servant. Head of the house 
was Charles’s employer; 64 year old Marden, Kent native William Tipples. When 
the 1881 census was conducted, the Chantler family resided at Rock Hill, 
Frittenden, Kent. Head of the house was 43 year old Staplehurst, Kent native 
John Chantler, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. 
 
HICKS, H. Private, 7362. 
“B” Company,” 1st Volunteer Company, 2nd (Weald of Kent) Battalion, The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment).  
Died Sunday 13 January 1901. 
Died of a disease at Winburg, Orange Free State, South Africa. 
 
WATSON, M. Private, 7368. 
“A” Company,” 1st Volunteer Company, 2nd (Weald of Kent) Battalion, The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment).  
Died Saturday 9 June 1900. 
Died of a disease at Bloemfontein, Orange Free State, South Africa. 
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BELL , REGINALD WILLIAM. Lieutenant. 
Royal Engineers,  
Died Sunday 11 February 1900. Aged 25.  
Born April 1874. 
Eldest son of the Reverend William Bell M.A., Vicar of Cranbrook, and Honorary 
Canon of Canterbury Cathedral.  
Commemorated on Dover Boer War memorial plaque in the parish church of St. 
Mary the Virgin, Dover, and on the Royal Engineers South African Memorial 
Arch, Brompton Barracks, Gillingham, Kent.  
Reginald died of enteric at De Aar, North Cape, South Africa. He was educated 
at Dover College, Kent, where he was the Captain of the Football XV. And where 
his father had been the College Headmaster. After leaving Dover College, 
Reginald went to train as an officer at the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, 
Kent. Whilst training at Woolwich, Reginald played football for the Academy. On 
the completion of his course at Woolwich, Reginald was posted to the Royal 
Engineers as a Second Lieutenant in July 1893. In 1896 Reginald was promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant. Whilst serving with the Royal Engineers at Gibraltar in 
November 1899, he was posted to South Africa, and later served in Cape 
Colony.  

 


