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LET US EVER HOLD IN HONOUR THE NAMES OF THE MEN OECCLES WHO
DIED IN THE GREAT WAR 1914-1918

LET US EVER HOLD IN HONOUR THE MEN OF ECCLES WHO BD IN THE
WAR OF 1939-1945

The Great War

1914 -1919

BARDEN, CHARLES HENRY V. Acting Bombardier, 46659.

21st Reserve Battery, Royal Field Artillery.

Died Monday 29 March 1920. Aged 31.

Born Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

Son of the late Isaac Barden and Harriet Barden of Bull Cottages, Eccles, Kent.
Husband of Angelina Rosina Hughes (formerly Barden), of 27, Eccles Row,
Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

Buried St. Peter's Churchyard Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Grave Ref: 10.

At the time of the 1891 census, the Barden family resided at 24, Varnes Street,
Eccles, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Aylesford, Kent native Isaac
Barden, who was employed as a Cement Worker. Charles had been serving as a
regular soldier (Driver) in the Royal Field Artillery, at the time of being posted to
serve with the British Expeditionary Force in the 1st Reinforcement & Brigade
Royal Field Artillery, on Thursday 27 August 1914. The 21st Reserve Battery,
Royal Field Artillery in which Charles was serving at the time of his discharge
from the army, had been part of the Woolwich based 4A Reserve Brigade during
the years of the Great War, and comprised of the19th, 21st and 56th Batteries. In
addition to his War Medal and Victory Medal, Charles had also been a recipient
of the 1914 Star with date clasp (5 August - 23 November 1914), which is often
eroniously referred to as the “Mons Star.” When he had been medically
discharged from the Royal Field Artillery, Charles had been awarded a Silver
War Badge and pension. He was a brother of the next casualty commemorated.



BARDEN, GEORGE ISAAC G. Private, 4781.
1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Saturday 6 May 1916. Aged 36.

Born Blue Bell Hill, Burham, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Eccles,
Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

Son of the late Isaac Barden and Harriet Barden of Bull Cottages, Eccles,
Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

Husband of Caroline Browning (formerly Barden) (née Midmoore), of Bull
Cottages, Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 45,
as shown above.

On the 1891 census entry as mentioned at the brief commemoration of Charles
Barden, George is shown as being 11 years of age. George married Miss
Caroline Midmoore at the parish church of St. Mary, Burham, Kent on Monday 25
December 1899 (Christmas Day). George’s age when he lost his life, as is shown
on his Commonwealth War Graves Commission commemoration does not tally
with the age which he had given when he enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration
of the War’ on Saturday 5 December 1914, stating that he was 37 years old, as
his birth was registered in the Malling, Kent Registration District during the
second quarter of 1879. At the time of enlisting, George also stated that he was
employed as a Labourer residing at 6, Eccles Row, Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone,
Kent. Having been attested to serve in the Queen's Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment), George carried out his basic training in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion of
the regiment, prior to being posted to the 1st Battalion on 24 March 1915, for
service with the British Expeditionary Force, and then remained in the same
battalion until he was killed in action. Prior to her remarrying, George’s widow
Caroline had resided at 213, Beacon Road, Luton, Chatham, Kent.

BETTS, BENJAMIN. Petty Officer Stoker, 300553(CH).

Royal Navy, H.M.T.B. "10."

Died Thursday 10 June 1915.

Born Corpusty, Norwich, Norfolk 23 October 1882.

Husband of Harriett Betts (née Gouldstone) of 128, New Road, Chatham, Kent.
Formerly of Eccles, Aylesford, Kent.

Buried Shotley (St. Mary) Churchyard, Suffolk Grave Ref: R.N. Plot. 38.

The headstone marking Benjamin’s grave, and those of the other Great War
Royal Navy casualties who are at rest at Shotley (St. Mary) Churchyard, is not
one of the regulation I/CWGC pattern. Made of concrete they were provided by
the Royal Navy, and are a style of headstone favoured by the Royal Navy in their
cemeteries/plots and can be found in a number of locations. The first headstone
stones of the type marking Benjamin’s final resting place (and on many later
ones) in Shotley churchyard relate to men and boys who served at H.M.S.
Ganges, which was the training establishment at Shotley, Suffolk, which started
in about 1900. The churchyard was also used as the burial place for Harwich
Navy Yard, Essex, which was just across the river. Harwich was one of the main



destroyer bases during the Great War. Benjamin was one of 23 sailors who lost
their lives resultant of when the Cricket class coastal destroyer H.M. Torpedo
Boat 10 was mined and sunk in the North Sea on Thursday 10 June 1915.
Benjamin’s ship was built by John I. Thornycroft & Co. Ltd., of Woolston and was
formerly named Greenfly; she was sunk by a mine off the Essex coast in the
Harwich Deep Water Channel, at a position between the sunk Light Vessel and
the Shipwash South Buoy. The mine which sunk H.M. Torpedo Boat 10 had been
laid by the German coastal minelayer uboat UC-11. The 245 ton vessel on which
Benjamin was serving when he died was built in 1907 and she had a ships
compliment of 39 officers and ratings. It was noted by the transcriber of these
brief commemorations, that of the 48 Royal Navy casualties who lost their lives
on Thursday 10 June 1915, the majority of them were of the motor torpedo boat
crews of H.M.T.B. "No.10," and H.M.T.B. "No.12," with several of their number
being either natives or residents of the county of Kent. At the time of the loss of
Frederick’s ship, the UC-11 was commanded by 28 year old Oberleutnant zur
See, Walter Gottfried Schmidt who commanded the uboat from 23 April
1915to 11 August 1916. N.B. Mention should be made here that in or on some
of the data sources checked, it shows that H.M.T.B. "No0.10" was sunk by a
torpedo which had been fired by the UC-11, as opposed to having been lost to a
mine which had been laid by the uboat.

BROOK, WILLIAM. Private, G/11619.

7th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Tuesday 3 October 1916. Aged 21.

Born and resided Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.
Son of Amos Samuel Brook and the late Jane Brook (née Britcher), of 35,
Victoria Street, Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

Buried Warloy-Baillon Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: VIII. B. 7.

At the time of the 1901 census, the brook family resided at 17, Eccles Row,
Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old
Chatham, Kent native Amos S. Brook, who was employed as a Chalk Labourer.
William enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on 14 December 1915.
When he enlisted, William stated that he was 21 years and 52 days old,
employed as a Cooper, and residing at 35 Victoria Street, Eccles, Maidstone,
Kent. Having been attested to serve in the Queen's Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment), William carried out his basic training as a member of “A” Company,
3rd (Reserve) Battalion of the regiment, prior to being posted to the 7th (Service)
Battalion on 19 May 1915, for service with the British Expeditionary Force, and
he then remained in the same battalion until he died of wounds. William’s father
Amos Samuel Brook who was his next of kin, died early in 1922, aged 61.
Following the death of Amos, all official correspondence appertaining to William
was then dealt with by one of his sisters, Boxley, Maidstone, Kent native Miss
Lilian Brook, and was addressed to her at 35, Victoria Street, Eccles, Aylesford,
Maidstone, Kent, which as can be seen above was also the former residence of
William and his parents.



BUTCHER, JAMES. Private, L/9326.

2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Tuesday 28 September 1915. Aged 21.

Born and resided Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of James Butcher (senior) and Jane Emma Butcher of 10, Victoria Street,
Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 15.

At the time of the 1901 census, The Butcher family resided at 9, Victoria Street,
Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 48 year old
Maidstone, Kent native James Butcher (senior), who was employed as Brick
Makers Labourer. James (junior) enlisted in the army as a regular soldier in The
Buffs (East Kent Regiment) for 7 years with the Colours and 5 years in the
Reserve, on July 1910. When he enlisted, James stated that he was 18 years
and 8 months old, and employed as a Labourer. In response to being asked if he
had any previous military experience, James replied yes, adding that he was
currently a serving member of the 3rd (Militia) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment). Prior to the Great War, in addition to serving in the Great Britain,
James had also served in his regiment in Singapore and India. Whilst he was
stationed at Singapore, James was awarded his 3rd class Army Certificate of
Education. He was posted to serve with the British Expeditionary Force on 17
January 1915, but was evacuated back to England on 19 February 1915 after
being wounded by shrapnel. He remained in England receiving treatment for his
wound, until being posted back to serve on the Western front on 12 May 1915.
Following his death, James was initially posted as ‘Wounded & Missing,” but on
16 December 1916 the Army Council decided that for official purposes, William
had died on or since 28 September 1915. Having already suffered heavy
casualties during the Second Battle of Ypres, commanded by 41 year old Boer
War veteran, Lieutenant Colonel Claude A. Worthington, the 2nd Battalion
travelled from Bailleul to the devastated village of Vermelles, where it arrived at
1300 hours on 27 September 1915, as part of the 28th Division to take part in the
Battle of Loos 1915 (25 September-19 October 1915). With the benefit of
hindsight many regrettably costly errors can be seen appertaining to the Battle of
Loos. When compared to the actions that had been fought by the British army
during the spring of the same year, Loos was a much larger undertaking, which
was carried out by six divisions, and as such was justifiably referred to as “The
Big Push.” The battle was fought over ground that was not the choice of the
British, and at a time prior to the required stocks of ammunition and heavy
artillery being available in sufficient quantities for the undertaking. Having rallied
international sympathy, following the German’s use of poison gas for the first
time in April 1915, the opening of the battle was noteworthy as being the first
occasion that poison gas was used by the British Army. General Douglas Haig
had issued orders for the release of the gas, and an artillery bombardment, at
0550 hours on 25 September 1915 with the main infantry attack timed to
commence forty minutes later. Despite incurring heavy casualties, there was
considerable success on the first day, in breaking into the deep enemy positions
near Loos and Hulluch. Unfortunately the infantry reserves had been held to far



back from the battle front, to be able to exploit the costly successes that had
been achieved, which resulted in the succeeding days being bogged down into
attritional warfare for comparitivly only minor gains. At a stage and location which
during the battle was described by the Commander-in-Chief as being “distinctly
precarious,” Major (later Lieutenant Colonel D.S.0.) Miles Beevor, was ordered
to lead "A" and "D" Companies to relieve parties to the north of a location named
‘Fosse 8’ which was a coal mine with a huge slag dump, and located to the south
of the village of Auchy-les-Mines. The German defenses at ‘Fosse 8 had
included the formidable Hohenzollern Redoubt. On reaching the allotted position,
the officers and other ranks of "A" and "D" Companies were probably surprised to
find that it had been already abandoned. Commanding the 85th Brigade, 28th
Division to which the 2nd Battalion belonged, was former Brigade of Guards
officer, Brigadier-General C.E. Pereira, (later Major-General Sir C.E. Pereira,
K.C.B., C.M.G.), who had accompanied them, and he ordered Major Beevor’s
companies to establish themselves in the Hohenzollern Redoubt. Due to the
congestion which prevailed at that time in the communication trench, the decision
was taken to cross above ground, to comply with the Brigadier-General’s fresh
orders, and attempt to reach their fresh location and assault the enemy at the
Hohenzollern Redoubt. Several casualties occurred during the hazardous
overland route as the soldiers were subjected to heavy enemy artillery shelling.
Included amongst those wounded were Brigadier-General C.E. Pereira, and his
Brigade-Major, who was Captain Flower, and Lieutenant Geoffrey Cory-Wright
commanding "D" Company, who later served in the Royal Flying Corps and
R.A.F. Once at the enemy position, a platoon of "D" Company charged the
Germans and killed about twenty of their number. Throughout the night the
soldiers of "A" and "D" Companies remained at the new position, during which
time bombing parties were particularly active, and the evacuation of the wounded
was carried out under difficult circumstances, due to the heavy rain, conditions
underfoot and the distance they had to be carried by tired men. The remainder of
the 85th Brigade also came up under the cover of darkness, and "B" and "C"
Companies of the 2nd Battalion moved into positions located to the rear of "A"
and "D" Companies.

CHEVOUS, SYDNEY GEORGE. Private, L/10145.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Saturday 7 October 1916.

Born and resided Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.
Son of Job Chevous and Annie Louise Chevous of 24, Belgrave Street, Eccles,
Maidstone, Kent.

Buried Bancourt British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: VI. M. 2.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Chevous family resided at 40, Victoria Street,
Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Burham,
Kent native Job Chevous, who was employed as a Boiler House Stoker. Sydney
enlisted in the army as a regular soldier in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) for 7
years with the Colours and 5 years in the Reserve, on 2 April 1914. When he
enlisted, Sydney stated that he was 18 years and 7 days old, and employed as a



Gardener. Having initially joined his regiment at the Regimental Depot,
Canterbury, Kent, Sydney was posted to the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment) at the Citadel, Western Heights, Dover, Kent on 8 August
1914. He was then posted to the 8th (Service) Battalion at Worthing, Sussex on
11 February 1915. On 30 July 1915, Sydney joined the 9th (Reserve) Battalion of
his regiment at Purfleet, Essex, but was posted to France in the 8th (Service)
Battalion on 25 November 1915 where he served in “B” Company. Suffering with
Trench Feet, Sydney was evacuated back to England on the Belgium hospital
ship SS Jan Breydel from Boulogne-sur-Mer, via the 23 General Hospital at
Etaples Pas de Calais. Sydney then remained at H.M. Queen Mary's Royal Naval
Hospital, Southend-on-Sea, Essex whilst receiving medical treatment, and for
administrative purposes was added as being on the strength of the Regimental
Depot. From 14 May to 23 May 1916, Sydney was granted a period of home
leave, on the completion of which he was posted back to the 9th (Reserve)
Battalion at Dover, Kent. He was posted to France for service with the British
Expeditionary Force (via the Depot), as a member of the 6th (Service) Battalion,
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on 27 July 1916, and then remained in the
battalion until his death on 7 October 1916. Sydney was numbered amongst the
8 officers and 121 other ranks that lost their lives in the 6th (Service) Battalion on
7 October 1916 during the Battle of the ‘Transloy Ridges.” The battalion total
casualty roll for the day numbers 368, including their Medical Officer, Captain
Wilfred Pagen R.A.M.C., who is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. What
follows is the War Diary entry for the day: - “Quiet morning. At 1.30 p m the
enemy opened heavy machine gun fire and shrapnel barrage on the front line. At
1.45 p m the attack commenced. Very heavy M.G. fire was opened, which held
up "C" Company on the right. "A" and "B" companies reached the 1st objective
(Rainbow Trench) with fairly heavy casualties but on advancing from 1st to 2nd
objectives were completely held up with M.G. fire. Twenty men of "C" Company
succeeded in getting into the German trench, with troops from the 61st Brigade,
and advanced with them. The 1st objective was held until 12 midnight when the
Battalion was relieved by the 6th Queen’s.” Captain J.C. Page, the only officer of
the 6th (Service) Battalion who was not either killed or wounded on 7 October
1916, led just forty other ranks from the field of the ‘Battle of the Transloy Ridges,
and was later awarded the Military Cross. Sydney is amongst the 25 members of
his battalion who died on 7 October 1916 that are at rest at Bancourt British
Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France, virtually all of the remainder are
commemorated on the Thiepval Memarial, Somme, France.

ELLIOTT, HENRY. No clear trace at the moment. A number of data sources
have been accessed in an attempt to locate any of the Great War
Commonwealth War Graves commemorated casualties, who had either a
Christian name Henry or Harry and the surname Elliott, plus a possible tangible
connection with Eccles, Kent. Despite spending a lot of time attempting to match
this casualty to the parish, all researches have thus far drawn a blank. Possibly
Henry’'s? demise had been Great War related, but post the cut off date for official
commemoration of same on Wednesday 31 August 1921.



GRIGSBY, CHARLES. Private, S/154.

6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Monday 22 February 1915. Aged 35.

Born Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided
Eccles, Maidstone, Kent.

Son of the late William and Elizabeth Grigsby.

Husband of the late Henrietta (Hetty) Grigsby (née Harpum), of New Hythe,
Larkfield, Kent.

Commemorated at Aylesford (St. Peter) Churchyard, Maidstone, Kent.

Ref: Special Memorial.

Formerly Private, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). (Time expired). Charles
married Miss Henrietta Harpum at the parish church of St. Peter and St. Paul,
Aylesford, Kent on 2 October 1903. Charles’s age as entered above is as shown
on his Commonwealth War Graves Commission commemoration details, but
when he re-enlisted in the army as a recalled reservist on 24 August 1914, he
stated that he was aged 36 years and 16 days, and that he was employed as an
Engine Driver, residing at of 28, Cork Street, Eccles, Maidstone, Kent. Two days
after his recall, Charles was posted to serve in the 6th (Service) Battalion,
Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), and remained in the same battalion
until his death at the Shorncliffe Military Hospital, Kent. As Charles’s wife
Henrietta and both of his parents were deceased, his affairs which included all
official correspondence appertaing to him post 22 February 1915, were dealt with
by Charles’s eldest brother and fellow Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent
native, William George Grigsby of 77, North Pole, Wateringbury, Maidstone,
Kent. Charles’s late father was a native of Marden, Kent, and his mother was a
native of Brenchley, Tonbridge, Kent.

HAWKES, EDWARD. No clear trace at the moment. Only two Great War
casualties are commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission,
neither of which it has been possible to find a tangible ink to the parish of Eccles,
Kent. One of the commemorated casualties was Edward Robinson Hawkes who
was born at Blyth, Northumberland, and died on Thursday 20 September 1917,
whilst he was serving in the 10th (Service) Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers.
The other casualty was Edward James Hawkes who was born at Twickenham,
Middlesex on Thursday 14 July 1898, and had enlisted in the Chatham Division
of the Royal Marine Light Infantry on Tuesday 7 September 1915. At the time of
the 1891 census, there was a Hawkes family residing at 12, Belgrave Street,
Eccles, Aylesford, Kent, and by the time that the 1901 census was conducted,
the same family had moved to live at 22, Belgrave Street, Eccles, Aylesford,
Kent. Whilst it is possible that Edward was connected to the Hawkes family
mentioned above, unfortunately no positive irrefutable link has been found to
same. Having checked several data sources, it would seem likely that Edward’s
demise had been Great War related, but post the cut off date for same by the
then Imperial War Graves Commission on Wednesday 31 August 1921.



HEAD, ALBERT. Possibly this commemoration is in remembrance of the
following local Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent former British soldier:-

HEAD, ALBERT HENRY. Gunner, 293.

No.1 Company, (Kent) Royal Garrison Atrtillery, (Territorial Force).

Born Pluckley, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Rochester, Kent. Resided Eccles,
Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Leonard Head and Eliza Head (née Slade) of 7, Eccles Row, Eccles,
Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Head family resided at New Hythe, Malling,
Kent. Head of the house 50 year old Eynesford, Kent native Leonard Head, who
was employed as a Cement Works Labourer. At the time of Albert's birth at
Shepland Cottage, Pluckley, Ashford, Kent, his father was employed as a Police
Constable. Albert enlisted in the Territorial Force at Rochester, Kent on Tuesday
11 August 1914, for a term of “One year’s Embodied Service at Home.” When he
enlisted in the Territorial Force, Albert stated that he was 26 years and 3 months
old, employed as a Labourer, and that he resided at 7, Eccles Row, Eccles,
Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Albert’s time spent serving in the Territorial Force
was of only a short duration, as he was discharged from the army on Thursday
29 October 1914, due to being “Medically Unfit.” It would seem likely that Albert’s
demise had been deemed locally to have been Great War related, at the time
that the names for inclusion on the Eccles civic war memorial were put forward.
At the time of posting the Eccles casualties on www.kentfallen.com, the date of
Albert's death has not yet been ascertained, but it might have been post the
cutoff date for same on Wednesday 31 August 1921, which would explain why he
is not commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. When his
date of death has been irrefutably ascertained, and if it is found to have taken
place prior to Wednesday 31 August 1921, we will of course as always be
contacting the Commonwealth War Graves Commission at Maidenhead, to
inform the Commission of our findings, in order to officially commemorate Albert.
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HILLS, HENRY JOHN. Stoker 1st Class, K/28369.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Mary Rose.

Died Wednesday 17 October 1917. Aged 39.

Born Burham, Kent 27 August 1879.

Son of John Hills and Mary Hills (née Woolley).

Husband of Ellen Elizabeth Hills of 2, Princess Terrace, Holborn Road,
Snodland, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 24, as shown above.

No matching entry for Henry was located on the 1901 census, which might be
indicative of him serving in foreign waters in the Royal Navy. When the 1891
census had been conducted, the Hills family had resided at Mackenders Cottage,
Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was Jesse’s father 34 year old
Burham, Kent native John Hills, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer.
Amongst the Hills/lWooley family at home on the night of the 1891 census had
been Edward T. Woolley, and his 27 year old wife Emma. Commanded by 33



year old Lieutenant-Commander Charles Leonard Fox, R.N. of South
Kensington, London, the 994 ton Admiralty Moon class destroyer H.M.S. Mary
Rose, left Lerwick, Shetland on 15 October 1917 accompanied by her sister ship,
H.M.S. Strongbow which was commanded by Lieutenant-Commander Edward
Brooke, D.S.O., R.N. and two armed trawlers, H.M.S. Elise and H.M.S. P.
Fannon, escorting an eastbound convoy. Shortly before midday the following day
the two destroyers separated, with H.M.S. Mary Rose going ahead to meet an
approaching westbound convoy near Marsten, Norway. H.M.S. Strongbow was
ordered to continue with the eastbound convoy and superintend its dispersal, and
then rejoin H.M.S. Mary Rose at sea. Later in the afternoon Henry's ship left
Marsten as part of the Shetland bound convoy of twelve merchantmen, which
was comprised 2 British, 1 Belgian, 1 Danish, 5 Norwegian and 3 Swedish
vessels, in addition to which were the 2 armed trawlers. H.M.S. Strongbow joined
the convoy after dark, but neither of the destroyers Commanding Officers were
able to get into touch with the other. During a subsequent Admiralty Board of
Enquirey, Lieutenant-Commander Brooke stated that he had attempted to
communicate with the H.M.S. Mary Rose several times during the night but
having got no response; he therefore took station somewhere on the port quarter
of the convoy, which was spread to the north and north-west of his ship. At 0600
hours on the morning of Wednesday 17 October, the Shetland bound convoy
was intercepted by the two German 4,400 ton minelaying cruisers SMS Bremse
and the SMS Brummer, approximately 65 miles to the east of Lerwick. H.M.S.
Strongbow was just astern of the convoy and H.M.S. Mary Rose was about 7
miles in front of it. In conditions of poor visibility at no more than 4000 yards,
those on watch on H.M.S. Strongbow mistook the German ships for British
cruisers, which was how they had evidently been rigged to give that impression.
H.M.S. Strongbow challenged the enemy cruisers several times, but without
getting a satisfactory answer. The officer of the watch, Lieutenant James,
realised immediately that the unidentified ships were German vessels, and sent
below to call Lieutenant-Commander Brooke. By this time the SMS Brummer had
closed to within 3000 yards and opened up on H.M.S. Strongbow with
devastating accurate fire, which resulted in knocking out the main steam pipe
and wireless of H.M.S. Strongbow. Just prior to being crippled, H.M.S.
Strongbow had been attempting to transmit a warning, but the German cruisers
had successfully jammed the signal as they did with all similar efforts by the
allied ships. Lieutenant James, who had been sent by Lieutenant-Commander
Brooke to the wireless office, found it wrecked by a shell and the operator killed,
and on his return to the bridge he found it wrecked, the Captain badly wounded
and the Quartermaster killed. Lieutenant-Commander Brooke was hit in the leg
by a shell splinter, but continued in command, and not allowing anybody to
attempt to leave the stricken ship until he was absolutely certain that every
confidential book and paper had been destroyed, and that the enemy would not
get possession of anything useful from his ship. When he was satisfied that his
orders had been carried out, he then ordered that the ship should be sunk, and
told those who were still alive that they should save themselves. H.M.S.
Strongbow was abandoned and she sank beneath the waves at about 0930
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hours with the loss of 47 Officers and men, after the two German ships had made
three separate attacks against her. Following the sinking of H.M.S. Strongbow,
the SMS Bremse and SMS Brummer then turned their attention to the
merchantmen in the convoy and quickly sank four of them. H.M.S. Mary Rose
had heard the firing astern of her, and immediately turn back, at which time
Lieutenant-Commander Fox and his crew suspected that the convoy was under
attack from a German u-boat. As soon as the pair of German cruisers were
sighted Lieutenant-Commander Fox quickly ascertained the true gravity of the
situation, despite which without a moments hesitation he approached the enemy
ships at high speed, and at about 0620 hours the gunners of H.M.S. Mary Rose
opened fire at a distance which was estimated at between 6000 and 7000 yards.
When he was at a distance of about only approximately 2000 yards from the
enemy cruisers, Lieutenant-Commander Fox order the helm hard over, and the
German gunners got the range of the destroyer as she was on the turn. After that
the end for H.M.S. Mary Rose came very quickly as the result of the accurate
gunfire from the German ships. H.M.S. Mary Rose sank in a very short time
taking with her most of her compliment of 88 officers and ratings, including
Lieutenant-Commander Fox, who was last seen swimming in the water just
before his ship went down. A few ratings with one of the officer, Sub-Lieutenant
Freeman managed to escape on a Carley raft. The Germans then subjected all
of the boats and rafts to a period of indiscriminate shelling which resulted in the
loss of many lives, although this was disputed in later reports. The Captain of the
armed trawler H.M.S. Elise managed to keep his small vessel out of the fire of
the German cruisers, and returned to the scene of the engagement as soon as it
was feasible, where H.M.S. Elise picked up a number of survivors, amongst them
was Lieutenant-Commander Brooke and the party from H.M.S. Strongbow. Sub-
Lieutenant Freeman and the men from H.M.S Mary Rose eventually reached the
Norwegian coast near Bergen, where the lighthouse keepers took them in and
fed them and attended to their injuries. In total, approximately 250 lives were lost
as the result of the successful attack by the SMS Bremse and SMS Brummer on
Wednesday 17 October 1917. Only 10 crew from H.M.S. Mary Rose and 45 from
H.M.S. Strongbow survived the sinking of the two ships, including Lieutenant-
Commander Edward Brooke, D.S.O., R.N. who died of pneumonia on Monday 10
February 1919, and is at rest at Almondbury Cemetery, Huddersfield, Yorkshire.
In addition to H.M.S. Elise, the other armed trawler H.M.S. P. Fannon, and three
of the merchantmen managed to escape, but a total of nine of the convoy ships
perished. Although there were strong British forces in the North Sea in the area
at the time of the action, but no word of it was received until 1550 hours on the
day of the engagement. As they had not been in a position to intercept the SMS
Bremse and the SMS Brummer, both of the German cruisers had been able to
return to their home port in safety. Officer's Cook 2nd Class, Hamilton Milligan
who is also commemorated on the Eccles civic war memorial, also perished
when H.M.S Mary Rose was lost. Henry Hills was a brother of Corporal, Jesse
Hills M.M., who is the next casualty briefly commemorated below.
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HILLS, JESSE. M.M. Corporal, 18876.

3rd Battalion, Machine Gun Corps.

Died Sunday 5 May 1918. Aged 29.

Born and resided Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.
Son of John Hills and Mary Hills (née Woolley).

Husband of Mrs. Hills of Maidstone, Kent.

Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: LXVIII. A. 27.

Formerly Private, G/8703, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), in which regiment
Jesse was serving when he was awarded the Military Medal. At the time of the
1901 census Jesse was residing at the home of his uncle, 43 year old Chatham,
Kent native Edward T. Woolley, who was employed as a Chalk Labourer.

HUGGINS, BENJAMIN J. Lance Corporal, G/386.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Wednesday 13 October 1915.

Born, enlisted and resided Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Clara Hatcher of 141, Wheeler Street, Maidstone, Kent.
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 15.
Unfortunately, Benjamin is erroneously commemorated by the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission with his surname spelt HUGGIN. At the time of the
1901 census, Benjamin was employed as a Brick Maker, and residing at 5,
Belgrave Street, Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 27
year old Sutton, Kent native Harry Huggins, who was employed as a Brick maker
and was Benjamin’s uncle. Benjamin enlisted in the army for a Short Service
engagement of 3 years on 31 August 1914. At the time of his enlistment,
Benjamin stated that he was 28 years and 180 days old, and employed as a
Labourer. He was posted to serve in the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment) on 4 September 1914, and remained in the same battalion until
his death. On 30 September 1914 he was appointed to be an (unpaid) Lance
Corporal, and from 7 December 1914 a (paid) Lance Corporal. On 1 June 1915,
Benjamin was posted to serve in France with the British Expeditionary Force.
Following his death, Benjamin was initially posted as ‘Missing,” but later the Army
Council deemed that for official purposes, it was to be assumed that Benjamin
had died on or since 13 October 1915. For military historians and other interest
parties, and in particular anybody who has had a specific interest in “The Buffs”
throughout its long proud existence, certain dates and events appertaing to the
regiment, for a variety of reasons both good and bad immediately spring to mind.
The pointless and disastrous heroic attack that was carried out by the 6th
(Service) Battalion on Wednesday 13 October 1915 during the ‘Battle of Loos
1915’ is one such date. Unfortunately it is recalled not just for the gallantry
displayed by all ranks on that fateful day, but also by the number of the battalion
casualty return entries. Numerous commentators both professional and amateur,
over quite a large span of years have made justifiable comments along the lines
that the overall casualties and losses to The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) during
the ‘Battle of Loos 1915,” are comparable to those of the ‘Pals Battalions’ that
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suffered so cruelly during the ‘Battle of the Somme’ the following year. Every time
that the transcriber of these brief commemorations views the Loos Memorial at
Dud Corner Cemetery, although visited numerous times, the events of the battle
and the regiments involvement are recalled, as numbering 659 casualties, The
Buffs (East Kent Regiment) is sadly the regiment with the sixth highest number of
its soldiers commemorated on the memorial, and apart from the ‘Book of Life’ in
the Warriors Chapel at Canterbury Cathedral, Kent, those honoured on the Loos
Memorial constitute the largest remembrance of the regiments fallen anywhere in
the world. During the battle the 8th (Service) Battalion had 558 known casualties
including 24 officers, and the 6th (Service) Battalion had 409 known casualties
including 18 officers. It should also be noted that only 7 members of the 6th
(Service) Battalion, who fell on 13 October 1915 are at rest in marked graves, the
remainder having no known resting place and are all commemorated on the Loos
Memorial. On 11 October 1915 after a bitter and costly struggle by both sides
engaged in the action, the German army recovered part of the Hohenzollern
Redoubt and the made a resolute attack near Loos which was repulsed at an
enormous cost. Two days later, orders were issued from the headquarters of the
12th (Eastern) Division for an attack on Hulluch, which were very detailed and
precise in every respect. The 37th Brigade which had included Benjamin’s
battalion was to be strengthened by a company of the Northamptonshire
Regiment, with the 69th Field Company, Royal Engineers being tasked with
joining up with the 35th Brigade. Unlike many other attacks which took place in
the early hours of the morning, with darkness affording some protection, but the
attack on Wednesday 13 October 1915 was scheduled to commence at 1400
hours in broad daylight. To help compensate for the use of lack of natural light, a
smokescreen was detailed to be formed by the use of Threlfallite grenades and
smoke candles. To help achieve the desired smokescreen, 1,000 Threlfallite
grenades were issued to the troops holding the trenches, with two grenades
being thrown into No Man'’s Land every four minutes, twenty five yards apart. The
smoke candles were to be grouped together at the same distance and thrown
over the parapet every two minutes. The objective that was designated for
assault by the 6th (Service) Battalion at Hulluch on Wednesday 13 October 1915
was called ‘Gun Trench.” As part of the plans for the attack by the 12th (Eastern)
Division, a comprehensive plan of fire for the supporting artillery was drawn up
which was timed to commence at noon and pause at 1257 hours for three
minutes. At the resumption of the artillery bombardment rapid fire was ordered of
a minute, thereafter resuming a rate of fire as prior to the brief cessation of firing,
until 1400 hours when the infantry attack commenced. The decision by the
planning officers re the artillery sequence of fire was quite sound, the thinking
behind same being that the three minute respite of firing would fool the
opposition into thinking that it was the start of an infantry attack, and that they
would then quickly man their trenches and get caught by the brief bombardment
of rapid fire. It was also envisaged that when the artillery ceased fire at 1400
hours with the commencement of the infantry attack, the Germans would think
that it was another ploy by the British to lure them back into the trenches. But as
is sometimes the case in war, not all went according to the thorough plans that
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had been drawn up. Arguably the most costly setbacks on the actual day being
the unsuccessful artillery barrages, combined with wholly ineffective
smokescreen which was intended to hide the advance across No Mans Land, to
the German lines on the reverse slope at ‘Gun Trench.” Quite literally within
minutes on Wednesday 13 October 1915, 189 men in the 6th (Service) Battalion
were killed, and at least another 222 are known to have been wounded to varying
degrees of severity, some of whom sadly had been mortally wounded, the
majority of the deaths and woundings were as the result of well placed enemy
machine guns. Resulting from the events carried out by Benjamin’s battalion on
13 October 1915 which was its first battle of the war, other assaulting battalions
were able to make significant gains.

JENNER, SAMUEL. Trooper, 2502.

Household Battalion.

Died Wednesday 10 October 1917.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Sittingbourne, Kent. Resided
Maidstone, Kent.

Son of James and Elizabeth Jenner.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 3, and on the Sittingbourne, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Jenner family resided at the back of the
Watermans Arms, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 46 year
old Lamberhurst, Kent native James Jenner, who was employed as a Cement
Works Labourer.

JONES, CHARLES EDWARD. Driver, 88862.

122nd Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died Wednesday 30 October 1918.

Born Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Louisa Annie Jones of 1, Varnes Street, Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone,
Kent, and the late George Jones.

Buried Roisel Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: I. E. 11.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Jones family resided at 6, Victoria Street,
Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was widowed 44 year old
Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent native Louisa Annie Jones. Charles was recoded as
being 14 years old by the census enumerator, his birth having been registered in
the Malling, Kent Registration District during the second quarter of 1886, and as
such he would have been 32 years of age at the time of his death. Charles was
posted to serve in France with the British Expeditionary Corps whilst serving in
the Royal Field Artillery on Wednesday 2 June 1915. It was noted by the
transcriber of these brief commemorations that on Charles medal index card
entry his Christian name is spelt Charley, which was possibly the name by which
he was known by all and sundry at Eccles and elsewhere.
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IVELL, EDWIN LEONARD JOHN. Deck Hand, 3510/SD.

Royal Naval Reserve, H.M.S. "Pembroke"

Died Wednesday 17 October 1917.

Born East Malling, Kent Thursday 9 November 1882.

Son of Henry Thomas lvell and Hannah lvell.

Buried Grimsby (Scartho Road) Cemetery, Lincolnshire. Grave Ref: 41. D. 5.
Edwin was christened at East Malling, Kent on 17 December 1882. At the time of
the 1901 census, the Ivell family resided at 5, Belgrave Street Eccles, Maidstone,
Kent. Head of the house was 42 year old widower Henry Thomas Ivell, who was
a native of West Malling, Kent and was employed as a General Labourer. Edwin
was not amongst the Ivell family members who were recorded as being at the
above address on the night of the census. The Commonwealth War Graves
Commission commemorates Edwin as being EDWARD LEONARD IVELL.

MARKS, ERNEST. Private, G/393.

6th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Monday 19 July 1915.

Born Burham, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Eccles, Maidstone, Kent.
Son of Annie Marks of 8, Varnes Street, Eccles, Maidstone, Kent, and of the late
James Marks.

Buried Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France.

Grave Ref: I. C. 107.

At the time of the 1901 census, the marks family resided at Burham, Kent. Head
of the house was 33 year old Aylesford, Kent native James Marks, who was
employed as a Chalk Labourer. Ernest enlisted in the army for 3 years on 31
August 1914. When he enlisted, Ernest stated that he was 19 years and 120
days old, and employed as a Labourer. Having joined The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment) at Canterbury on 2 September 1914, Ernest was posted to the 6th
(Service) Battalion of the regiment the next day and remained in the same
battalion until he died of wounds on Monday 19 July 1915. He had been posted
to France on Tuesday 1 June 1915. It can be seen that Ernest had the
regimental number preceding that of Bert Saunders and has the one after Isaac
Wheeler, and is also remarkably close to that of Charles Tupper. As all four had
served in the same battalion, it is possibly indicative that Ernest, Bert, and
Charles had been friends, who had enlisted together on the same day at
Maidstone, and had then later served together, with two of them being killed on
the same day. All four now commemorated on the Eccles civic war memorial.
Ernest has the sad distinction of being the sole other rank casualty that was
suffered by the 6th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on Monday 19 July
1915. The earliest Commonwealth burials at Bailleul where Ernest is at rest,
were made at the east end of the communal cemetery and in April 1915, when
the space available had been filled, the extension was opened on the east side of
the cemetery. The extension was used until April 1918, and again in September.
After the Armistice graves were brought in from the neighbouring battlefields and
a number of burial grounds
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MILLIGAN , HAMILTON HERRIES. Officer's Cook 2nd Class, L/9804.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. "Mary Rose."

Died Wednesday 17 October 1917. Aged 29.

Born Croydon, Surrey 5 November 1889.

Son of John Samuel Milligan and the late Harriet Milligan of Croydon, Surrey.
Husband of Fanny Ann Elizabeth Milligan (née Luchford) of 71, Commercial
Road, Lambeth, London.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 25, as shown above.
For details appertaing to the loss of the destroyer H.M.S. "Mary Rose" on
Wednesday 17 October 1917, please also see the brief commemoration of fellow
Eccles Royal Navy Great War casualty, Stoker 1st Class, Henry Hills. At the time
of the 1901 census, the Hamilton family resided at 46, Rymer Road Croydon,
Surrey. Head of the house was 48 year old widower John Samuel Milligan, who
was a native of Scotland and was an Own Account Draper. Hamilton married 35
year old Miss Fanny Ann Elizabeth Luchford, at the parish church of St. John’s,
Waterloo Road, Lambeth, London on 12 August 1917. At the time of their
marriage, Hamilton’s address was recorded as 70, Commercial Road, Lambeth,
London, and that of his bride being 71, Commercial Road, Lambeth, London. He
was recorded as being the son of John Samuel Milligan who was a Draper, and
Fanny as being the daughter of the late Master Mariner, Thomas James
Luchford. In an attempt by the transcriber to try and ascertain why Hamilton was
commemorated on the Eccles civic war memorial, he being the sole matching
CWGC commemorated casualty, it was noted that his widow Fanny was still
residing at 71, Commercial Road, Lambeth, London, SE1 in 1930. Accompanied
by her 12 year old daughter Mary R. Milligan, she had travelled from New York,
U.S.A. as a passenger onboard the White Star Line vessel “Majestic,” which
arrived at the port of Southampton on 14 August 1930. After spending several
hours attempting to find any connection for Hamilton with the Eccles area of
Kent, checking the area of his daughters birth in 1918 revealed that her birth was
registered in the Malling, Kent Registration District during the second quarter of
1918, it being a perfect match re Eccles. On the off-chance that the following
information is of interest/use to anybody researching Hamilton’s family etcetera,
the following addition information appertaing to a lady who was probably his
daughter has been added here, albeit with no certificates or any other form of
documentation having been sighted by the transcriber of these brief
commemorations. It was also noted whilst researching that the marriage of a
Mary Rose Milligan to Albert Ronald Hyder was registered in the Maidstone, Kent
Registration District during the fourth quarter of 1945. The death of Mrs. Mary
Rose Hyder who was born on 8 May 1918, was registered in the Brighton,
Sussex Registration District during the first quarter of 1981. The death of Albert
Ronald Hyder who was born on 16 December 1916, was registered in the
Brighton, Sussex Registration District during the first quarter of 1987.
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NEVILLE, HENRY LEONARD. Private, G/40443.

2nd Battalion, Middlesex Regiment.

Died Thursday 16 August 1917. Aged 37.

Born and resided Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.
Son of the late Henry and Susan Neuville.

Husband of Alice Neville of Mackenders Lane, Eccles, Maidstone, Kent.
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 113 to 115.

Formerly Private, G/12645, Royal Sussex Regiment. At the time of the 1901
census, the Neville family resided at Mackenders Lane, Eccles, Maidstone, Kent.
Head of the house was 62 year old widower, Yalding, Kent native Henry Neville
(senior), who was employed as an Engine Driver at Burham Works. The then 21
year old Henry (junior) was recorded as Harry Neville by the census enumerator,
and as being employed as a General Labourer.

PAYNE, LEONARD WILLIAM. Private, 295269.

2nd/4th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers).

Died Saturday 23 March 1918. Aged 21.

Born and resided Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.
Son of Frederick Payne and Laura Kate Payne of 46, Cork Street, Eccles,
Maidstone, Kent.

Commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 86.

Formerly Private, 2417, & 291018, 1st Huntingdonshire Cyclist Battalion,
(Territorial Force).

At the time of the 1901 census, the Payne family resided at 9, Cork Street,
Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 33 year old
Aylesford, Kent native Frederick Payne, who was employed as a Brickmaker.

RUSSELL, SYDNEY J. No clear trace at the moment. A number of data sources
have been accessed by the transcriber of these brief commemorations, whilst
attempting to locate any of the Great War Commonwealth War Graves
commemorated casualties, who had either a Christian name Sydney or Sidney
and the surname Russell that had a possible tangible connection with the parish
of Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Despite spending a lot of time attempting
to match this casualty to the parish, all researches have thus far drawn a blank.
Possibly Sydney/Sidney’s demise had been Great War related, but had occurred
post the cut off date for official commemoration of same which was on
Wednesday 31 August 1921. If after more intensive research is carried out, we
then find that Sydney’s death had taken place prior to Wednesday 31 August
1921, we will of course as always, be contacting the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission at Maidenhead, to inform the Commission of our findings, and
submitting an application to the Commission requesting the official
commemoration of the late Sydney Russell..

17



SALES, ALBERT. Arguably the best match for this casualty appears to be the
following Eccles, Maidstone, Kent native former member of the Royal Navy:-
SALES, ALBERT. Petty Officer Stoker, 312432.

Royal Navy.

Born Eccles, Kent Sunday 3 April 1887.

Son of Harry Sales and Emma Sales.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Sales family resided at 10, Eccles Row,
Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 57 year old
Aylesford, Kent native Harry Sales, who was employed as a Cement Labourer.
The then 13 year old Albert was also recorded by the census enumerator as
being employed as a Cement Labourer. Albert enlisted in the Royal Navy for 12
years on Wednesday 13 November 1907. At the time of enlisting Albert stated
that he was employed as a Cement Works Labourer. Albert commenced his
career in the Royal Navy serving on the Stokers training ship H.M.S. Acheron at
the Nore from Wednesday 13 November 1907 to Wednesday 13 May 1908.
H.M.S. Acheron was the former H.M.S Northumberland, which was a 10,780 ton
broadside ironclad which took seven years to build at Millwall, London, and she
was commissioned in 1868. Initially the ship was equipped with five masts and
sails, but refits in 1875 and 1885 saw two masts removed and larger guns
installed. H.M.S Northumberland acted as flagship of the Channel Squadron in
the 1887. In the early 1890s the ship was renamed H.M.S. Acheron, confined to
harbour and converted to a Royal Navy Stokers training ship. On the completion
of his initial training as a Stoker, Albert then served on a number of ships as a
Stoker, during the course of which as his naval career progressed his ratings and
ranks were changed. Having successfully passed the requisite educational
gualifications for promotion to a Petty Officer Stoker, at H.M.S. Pembroke I,
Chatham, Kent on Thursday 20 February 1913, Albert was promoted from
Leading Stoker to a Petty Officer Stoker a year later on Friday 20 February 1914.
Albert was invalided out of the Royal Navy on Wednesday 15 November 1916,
and awarded a pension. As the transcriber of these brief commemorations has
not personally sighted Albert's pension details, or any supporting relevant
documentation appertaing to same etcetera, and the www.kentfallen.com team
have not yet purchased a copy of his death certificate, it is purely supposition and
the following should be viewed as such. It would seem highly likely that as was
the case with vast numbers of Great War era Royal Navy and Mercantile Marine
Stokers invalidly and deaths, Albert was probably suffering from Tuberculosis at
the time of being medically discharged from the Royal Navy. Although Albert is
not commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, the reason
might be that he succumbed to his illness post the Great War cut-off date for
Great War related deaths, by the then Imperial War Graves Commission which
was on Wednesday 31 August 1921. Additional research is currently being
carried out by www.kentfallen.com in an attempt to ascertain the date and cause
of Albert’s death, and should it be found to be the case that he qualifies for
commemoration by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, we will submit
his case to the Commission in order for him to be at long last officially
commemorated by the Commonwealth, as being a casualty of the Great War.
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SALES, HENRY. Petty Officer Stoker, 294058.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Pathfinder.

Died 5 September 1914. Aged 35.

Born Burham, Rochester, Kent Friday 20 December 1878.

Son of John and Mary Sales of Blue Bell Hill, Burham, Rochester, Kent.

Husband of Emma Elizabeth Sales (née Sales) of 6, Varnes Street, Eccles,
Aylesford, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 4, as shown above, and
on the Burham, Rochester, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1891 census, the sales family resided ay Horsted farm House,
Maidstone Road, Chatham, Kent. Head of the house was 56 year old Aylesford,
Kent native John Sales who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. H.M.S.
Pathfinder, on which Henry was serving at the time of his death, was a 2,900 ton
Pathfinder Scout Class cruiser which was built by Cammell Laird & Co Ltd at
Birkenhead. She was launched on Saturday 16 July 1904 and commissioned on
Tuesday 18 July 1905. At the time of the start of the Great War H.M.S. Pathfinder
was the leader of the 8th Destroyer Flotilla based at Rosyth, Scotland. On
Saturday 5 September 1914 and running short of coal, H.M.S. Pathfinder was
only making 5 knots at the time of her loss, which was at approximately 1630
hours when she was torpedoed and sunk in the North Sea off St. Abbs Head,
Berwickshire, Scotland, approximately 10 miles to the southwest of the Island of
May, by the type U19 Mittel-U class, German uboat U-21, which at the time was
commanded by Leutnant zur See, Otto Hersing. H.M.S. Pathfinder has the
unenviable distinction of being the first Royal Navy warship to be sunk by a uboat
of the Imperial German Navy during the Great War, and the first ship ever to be
sunk by the use of a torpedo alone fired from a submarine. H.M.S. Pathfinder
was struck by the torpedo in one of her magazines, which exploded causing the
ship to sink within a few minutes with the loss of 259 men; there were only 11
survivors of the sinking. Having sunk 36 ships for a total of 78,712 tons (warships
excluded), on Wednesday 22 February 1919 the U-21 was sunk as the result of
an accident whilst on passage to surrender to the allied powers. Later promoted
to Kapitanleutnant, Otto Hersing survived the Great War, and when interviewed
by the journalist Lowell Thomas during the inter war years, as to what he did for a
living, Otto Hersing told him that he was a Potato Farmer, which took the
journalist by surprise as he was expecting him to answer with something of a
nautical bent. The superb U-boat museum at Cuxhaven-Altenbruch, Germany
contains a lot of ephemera appertaining to Otto Hersing including his Log Book,
that notes in detail the events leading up to the loss of H.M.S. Pathfinder, part of
which describes the weather which prevailed at the time: - “For a terrible time,
snow storms and fog, reason why as soon as we could see nothing, only black
cloud strips twisting in grotesques forms in front of us. But we had to cross the
British lines protected by the fog.”
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SAUNDERS, BERT. Private, G/394.

“C” Company, 6th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Saturday 18 March 1916. Aged 28.

Born Plaxtol, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Eccles, Maidstone, Kent.
Son of Horace Saunders and Ada Saunders of 7, Varne Street, Eccles,
Maidstone, Kent.

Husband of Eleanor Rose Carter (formerly Saunders), (née Anscomb) of 51,
Torrington Road, Ashford, Kent.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 15 to 19.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Saunders family resided at Varne Street,
Eccles, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 36 year old Aylesford, Kent
native Horace Saunders, who was employed as a Cement Labourer. Bert was
posted to France on 1 June 1915. In view of the events involving the 6th
(Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) during the ‘Battle of Loos
1915, and during the ‘Battle of the Somme’ the following year, it is not really
surprising that the happenings effecting the battalion during the intervening
period between those two battles, often only gets scant mention. The transcriber
of these brief commemorations has almost certainly not been alone of being
guilty when reading about the events regarding Bert’'s battalion during March
1916, to be drawn, or more correctly probably fixated, on the heroism of Corporal
William Cotter V.C., on 6 March 1916 near the Hohenzollern Redoubt. William
being the sole recipient of a Victoria Cross awarded to a member of the regiment
during the Great War, but of course like William, many other members of his
battalion forfeited their lives that same month; including at least 33 other ranks on
18 March 1916, one of whom was Alfred Appleton. In an attempt to add
additional information at these brief commemorations, for the relatives of those
who died serving in the regiment during the Great War, the transcriber has
resorted to the use of various data sources, and as regards to the events of 18
March 1916 involving the 6th (Service) Battalion, the relevant pages contained in
‘The History of the 12th (Eastern) Division in the Great War 1914-1918,” which
was edited by Major-General Sir Arthur B. Scott, K.C.B., D.S.O., and compiled by
P. Middleton Brumwell M.C., C.F. In addition to describing the fate of some of the
6th (Service) Battalion personnel, reference is also made regarding the loss of
the divisional canteen when recording the days events in the book, which has
been added here verbatim: - “On the 18th of March, at 5 p.m., the Germans
opened up a violent bombardment on the craters, blew some mines and
attacked. Vermelles was heavily shelled, and in two hours some 2,000 shells fell
in its vicinity. One, unfortunately, hit the divisional canteen, and biscuits,
chocolate, cake and cigarettes went sky high. A barrage was placed on our
communications as far back as Annequin and Noyelles, a large number of
lachrymose shell being used. The minenwerfers did much damage to the craters
and front line defences. All communication wires were cut, and initiative passed
to the lower commanders and frequently to non-commisioned officers. On the
right of the line, held by the 6th Buffs, the garrisons of Nos. 1 and 2 and “A”
craters were all killed or buried, and confusion rendered worse by the fact that
West Face and the top end of Saville Row, Saps 9 and 9a, had been filled in by
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the debris from the explosions. The Germans seized the craters, and our
counter-attack was delayed until these saps were cleared. Eventually three
companies of the 6th Royal West Kent delivered a counter-attack ad regained
the near lips of these craters. The 7th East Surrey were holding the left of the
line, and here “C” crater was blown up, and the Germans rushed “B” and No.4,
and for some time held Sap 12 and Russian Sap, penetrating to Sticky Trench.
Company-Sergt-Major Palmer and three others appear to have been all that were
left of the garrison of “C” crater after the explosion. They continued bombing and
firing until driven back to “B,” and thence to No.4, and finally out of that. A very
gallant counter-attack by a party of the 7th East Surrey, led by Captain Scott,
bombed the enemy out of No.4, and established posts overlooking “B,”
somewhat restoring the position in this sector. Meanwhile blocks had been
established in Sap 12 and Russian Sap, and by 9.25 p.m. these positions had
been consolidated. No.3 crater had been held throughout the attack. At 3.15 a.m.
on the 19th inst, some of the 6th Queen’s, under captain Cannon, regained the
near lips of “B” and “C” craters, but had to withdraw from the latter at daylight.”
When the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) was later
withdrawn from the sector for a period of rest, it did so near the small town of
Lillers which is located about eleven miles north west of Bethune, and where the
town Communal Cemetery is the final resting place of Corporal William Cotter
V.C. Following Bert's death he was initially posted as ‘Missing,’ but later the Army
Council made the decision that for official purposes, it could be assumed that
Bert had died on or since Saturday 18 March 1916. Following the above decision
taken by the Army Council, Bert's widow Eleanor was informed of same. Eleanor
subsequently married William H. Carter, their marriage being registered in the
Malling, Kent Registration District during the third quarter of 1918. Eleanor’s
death at the age of 66, was registered in the Ashford, Kent Registration District
during the fourth quarter of 1956.

SAUNDERS, CHARLES. The only Great War serviceman traced with a tangible
connection with Eccles, Kent is the following soldier, who was a brother of Bert
Saunders who is commemorated above. Although Charles survived the Great
War, it is of course possible that he died post 31 August 1921, the cut-off date by
the Imperial War Graves Commission for Great War related commemorations.
SAUNDERS, CHARLES JOHN. Driver, T3/029034.

Royal Army Service Corps.

Born Plaxtol, Kent. Enlisted Woolwich, Kent. Resided Eccles, Maidstone, Kent.
Son of Horace and Ada Saunders of 7, Varne Street, Eccles, Maidstone, Kent.
Husband of Florence Saunders (née Woolvin) of 38, Belgrave Street, Eccles,
Maidstone, Kent.

Charles enlisted in the army for the ‘Duration of the War’ on Friday 11 December
1914. When he enlisted, Charles stated that he was 29 years old and that he was
employed as a Motor Attendant. Charles served with the British Expeditionary
Force from Tuesday 23 March 1915 to Wednesday 16 October 1918, and was
eventually discharged from the army on Thursday 3 April 1919.
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SMITH, FREDERICK. No clear trace at the moment. Arguably the best match
located for this casualty is the following soldier.

SMITH, FREDERICK WILLIAM. Private, SR/134.

6th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Sunday 2 January 1916.

Born Boxley, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted and resided Maidstone, Kent.

Buried Guards Cemetery, Windy Corner, Cuinchy, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: IIl. G. 9.

Frederick enlisted in the Army Reserve (Special Reservists) for 1 years service
on Tuesday 25 August 1914, at which time he stated that he was 39 years and
300 days old, and employed as a Carter, he also stated that he had previous
military service. After being attested to serve in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment),
Frederick was initially posted to the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion of the regiment at
The Citadel, Western Heights, Dover, Kent. He was later posted to the 1st
Battalion in which he was serving when he was posted to France on 14 April
1915. Whilst he was serving in France, Frederick was transferred to the 6th
Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on 12 December 1915, having
returned there from England following a wound to his back, and he then
remained in the battalion until being killed in action. Both of his parents were
deceased and following his death, all official correspondence appertaining to
Frederick was sent to his sister Cicely A. Eaton who resided at Abbey Court
Cottages, Boarley Lane, Sandling, Maidstone.

SMITH, WILLIAM GEORGE THOMAS. Corporal, 9233.

"G" Company, 12th (Service) Battalion, (Bristol) Gloucestershire Regiment.

Died Sunday 30 June 1918. Aged 27.

Born St. Luke, Gloucester, Gloucestershire. Enlisted Gloucester,
Gloucestershire.

Son of Mrs. W. G. T. Smith of 20, Lindon Road, Bristol Road, Gloucester,
Gloucestershire.

Husband of Mrs. J. Langridge Smith of Varne Street, Eccles, Maidstone, Kent.
Buried Aire Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: Ill. G. 7.

By the time of his death William had completed 10 years army service, and had
been wounded five times during the Great War.

TASSELL, WILLIAM HERBERT. Private, 62858.

20th (Service) Battalion, (3rd Public Schools) Royal Fusiliers (City of London).
Died Sunday 20 May 1917.

Born Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Eccles,
Maidstone, Kent.

Son of William James Tassell and Olive Jane Tassell (née Rogers).
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 3.

Formerly Private, 27132, Middlesex Regiment. At the time of the 1901 census,
the Tassell family resided at West Kent, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the
house was 44 year old Aylesford, Kent native William J Tassell, who was
employed as a Oven Stoker at a Cement Works.
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TUPPER, CHARLES E. Private, G/389.

“C” Company, 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Wednesday 13 October 1915. Aged 21.

Born and resided Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.
Son of Charles Tupper and Hetty Tupper (née Judge) of 8, Alma Road, Eccles,
Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 19.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Tupper family resided at 8, Alma Road,
Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 31 year old
Aylesford, Kent native Charles Tupper (senior), who was employed as a Chalk
Labourer. Charles (junior) enlisted in the army for 3 years on 31 August 1914.
When he enlisted, Charles stated that he was 19 years and 320 days old, and
employed as a Cement Labourer. Having joined The Buffs (East Kent Regiment)
at Canterbury on 2 September 1914, Charles was posted to the 6th (Service)
Battalion of the regiment the next day and remained in the same battalion until
his death on 13 October 1915. On 1 June 1915 he was posted to France for
service with the British Expeditionary Force. Earlier in the year before going to
France, Charles had ‘blotted’ his otherwise clean sheet on Sunday 7 February
1915, by failing to attend Church Parade at Etchinghill, Kent, at which time the
battalion was stationed at Sandling Park, prior to the 12th (Eastern) Division to
which his battalion belonged, commencing its march to Aldershot on 20
February. For military historians and other interest parties, and in particular
anybody who has had a specific interest in “The Buffs” throughout its long proud
existence, certain dates and events appertaing to the regiment, for a variety of
reasons both good and bad immediately spring to mind. The pointless and
disastrous heroic attack that was carried out by the 6th (Service) Battalion on
Wednesday 13 October 1915 during the ‘Battle of Loos 1915’ is one such date.
Unfortunately it is recalled not just for the gallantry displayed by all ranks on that
fateful day, but also by the number of the battalion casualty return entries.
Numerous commentators both professional and amateur, over quite a large span
of years have made justifiable comments along the lines that the overall
casualties and losses to The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) during the ‘Battle of
Loos 1915, are comparable to those of the ‘Pals Battalions’ that suffered so
cruelly during the ‘Battle of the Somme’ the following year. Every time that the
transcriber of these brief commemorations views the Loos Memorial at Dud
Corner Cemetery, although visited numerous times, the events of the battle and
the regiments involvement are recalled, as numbering 659 casualties, The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment) is sadly the regiment with the sixth highest number of its
soldiers commemorated on the memorial, and apart from the ‘Book of Life’ in the
Warriors Chapel at Canterbury Cathedral, Kent, those honoured on the Loos
Memorial constitute the largest remembrance of the regiments fallen anywhere in
the world. During the battle the 8th (Service) Battalion had 558 known casualties
including 24 officers, and the 6th (Service) Battalion had 409 known casualties
including 18 officers. It should also be noted that only 7 members of the 6th
(Service) Battalion, who fell on 13 October 1915 are at rest in marked graves, the
remainder having no known resting place and are all commemorated on the Loos
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Memorial. On 11 October 1915 after a bitter and costly struggle by both sides
engaged in the action, the German army recovered part of the Hohenzollern
Redoubt and the made a resolute attack near Loos which was repulsed at an
enormous cost. Two days later, orders were issued from the headquarters of the
12th (Eastern) Division for an attack on Hulluch, which were very detailed and
precise in every respect. The 37th Brigade which had included Herbert’s battalion
was to be strengthened by a company of the Northamptonshire Regiment, with
the 69th Field Company, Royal Engineers being tasked with joining up with the
35th Brigade. Unlike many other attacks which took place in the early hours of
the morning, with darkness affording some protection, but the attack on
Wednesday 13 October 1915 was scheduled to commence at 1400 hours in
broad daylight. To help compensate for the use of lack of natural light, a
smokescreen was detailed to be formed by the use of Threlfallite grenades and
smoke candles. To help achieve the desired smokescreen, 1,000 Threlfallite
grenades were issued to the troops holding the trenches, with two grenades
being thrown into No Man’s Land every four minutes, twenty five yards apart. The
smoke candles were to be grouped together at the same distance and thrown
over the parapet every two minutes. The objective that was designated for
assault by the 6th (Service) Battalion at Hulluch on 13 October 1915 was called
‘Gun Trench.” As part of the plans for the attack by the 12th (Eastern) Division, a
comprehensive plan of fire for the supporting artillery was drawn up which was
timed to commence at noon and pause at 1257 hours for three minutes. At the
resumption of the artillery bombardment rapid fire was ordered of a minute,
thereafter resuming a rate of fire as prior to the brief cessation of firing, until 1400
hours when the infantry attack commenced. The decision by the planning officers
re the artillery sequence of fire was quite sound, the thinking behind same being
that the three minute respite of firing would fool the opposition into thinking that it
was the start of an infantry attack, and that they would then quickly man their
trenches and get caught by the brief bombardment of rapid fire. It was also
envisaged that when the artillery ceased fire at 1400 hours with the
commencement of the infantry attack, the Germans would think that it was
another ploy by the British to lure them back into the trenches. But as is
sometimes the case in war, not all went according to the thorough plans that had
been drawn up. Arguably the most costly setbacks on the actual day being the
unsuccessful artillery barrages, combined with wholly ineffective smokescreen
which was intended to hide the advance across No Mans Land, to the German
lines on the reverse slope at ‘Gun Trench.” Quite literally within minutes on
Wednesday 13 October 1915, 189 men in the 6th (Service) Battalion were killed,
and at least another 222 are known to have been wounded to varying degrees of
severity, some of whom sadly had been mortally wounded, the majority of the
deaths and woundings were as the result of well placed enemy machine guns.
Resulting from the events carried out by Charles’s battalion on Wednesday 13
October 1915 which was its first battle of the war, other assaulting battalions
were able to make significant gains.
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WHEELER, ISAAC ALFRED. Private, G/392.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Wednesday 13 October 1915.

Born Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Eccles,
Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Kate Wheeler (née Clinch) of 13, Varnes Place, Eccles, Aylesford,
Maidstone, Kent, and of the late Alfred Wheeler.

Husband of Lily May Haywood (formerly Wheeler), (née Goodger) of 13, Cork
Street, Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 19.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Wheeler family resided at Varnes Street,
Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 34 year old
Rochester, Kent native Alfred Wheeler, who was employed as a Sand Pit
Labourer. Isaac married Miss Lily May Goodger at Aylesford, Kent on Boxing
Day 1914. Virtually all of the ‘military’ details shown above at the brief
commemoration of Charles Tupper are also applicable to Isaac Wheeler. When
they had enlisted together, Isaac stated that he was 25 years and 330 days old,
and that he was employed as a Labourer. The marriage of Lily May Wheeler to
William R. Hayward was registered in the Malling, Kent Registration District
during the second quarter of 1918. For military historians and other interest
parties, and in particular anybody who has had a specific interest in “The Buffs”
throughout its long proud existence, certain dates and events appertaing to the
regiment, for a variety of reasons both good and bad immediately spring to mind.
The pointless and disastrous heroic attack that was carried out by the 6th
(Service) Battalion on Wednesday 13 October 1915 during the ‘Battle of Loos
1915’ is one such date. Unfortunately it is recalled not just for the gallantry
displayed by all ranks on that fateful day, but also by the humber of the battalion
casualty return entries. Numerous commentators both professional and amateur,
over quite a large span of years have made justifiable comments along the lines
that the overall casualties and losses to The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) during
the ‘Battle of Loos 1915," are comparable to those of the ‘Pals Battalions’ that
suffered so cruelly during the ‘Battle of the Somme’ the following year. Every time
that the transcriber of these brief commemorations views the Loos Memorial at
Dud Corner Cemetery, although visited numerous times, the events of the battle
and the regiments involvement are recalled, as numbering 659 casualties, The
Buffs (East Kent Regiment) is sadly the regiment with the sixth highest number of
its soldiers commemorated on the memorial, and apart from the ‘Book of Life’ in
the Warriors Chapel at Canterbury Cathedral, Kent, those honoured on the Loos
Memorial constitute the largest remembrance of the regiments fallen anywhere in
the world. During the battle the 8th (Service) Battalion had 558 known casualties
including 24 officers, and the 6th (Service) Battalion had 409 known casualties
including 18 officers. It should also be noted that only 7 members of the 6th
(Service) Battalion, who fell on Wednesday 13 October 1915 are at rest in
marked graves, the remainder having no known resting place and are all
commemorated on the Loos Memorial. On Monday 11 October 1915 after a bitter
and costly struggle by both sides engaged in the action, the German army
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recovered part of the Hohenzollern Redoubt and the made a resolute attack near
Loos which was repulsed at an enormous cost. Two days later, orders were
issued from the headquarters of the 12th (Eastern) Division for an attack on
Hulluch, which were very detailed and precise in every respect. The 37th Brigade
which had included Herbert’s battalion was to be strengthened by a company of
the Northamptonshire Regiment, with the 69th Field Company, Royal Engineers
being tasked with joining up with the 35th Brigade. Unlike many other attacks
which took place in the early hours of the morning, with darkness affording some
protection, but the attack on Wednesday 13 October 1915 was scheduled to
commence at 1400 hours in broad daylight. To help compensate for the use of
lack of natural light, a smokescreen was detailed to be formed by the use of
Threlfallite grenades and smoke candles. To help achieve the desired
smokescreen, 1,000 Threlfallite grenades were issued to the troops holding the
trenches, with two grenades being thrown into No Man’'s Land every four
minutes, twenty five yards apart. The smoke candles were to be grouped
together at the same distance and thrown over the parapet every two minutes.
The objective that was designated for assault by the 6th (Service) Battalion at
Hulluch on Wednesday 13 October 1915 was called ‘Gun Trench.’ As part of the
plans for the attack by the 12th (Eastern) Division, a comprehensive plan of fire
for the supporting artillery was drawn up which was timed to commence at noon
and pause at 1257 hours for three minutes. At the resumption of the artillery
bombardment rapid fire was ordered of a minute, thereafter resuming a rate of
fire as prior to the brief cessation of firing, until 1400 hours when the infantry
attack commenced. The decision by the planning officers re the artillery
sequence of fire was quite sound, the thinking behind same being that the three
minute respite of firing would fool the opposition into thinking that it was the start
of an infantry attack, and that they would then quickly man their trenches and get
caught by the brief bombardment of rapid fire. It was also envisaged that when
the artillery ceased fire at 1400 hours with the commencement of the infantry
attack, the Germans would think that it was another ploy by the British to lure
them back into the trenches. But as is sometimes the case in war, not all went
according to the thorough plans that had been drawn up. Arguably the most
costly setbacks on the actual day being the unsuccessful artillery barrages,
combined with wholly ineffective smokescreen which was intended to hide the
advance across No Mans Land, to the German lines on the reverse slope at ‘Gun
Trench.” Quite literally within minutes on Wednesday 13 October 1915, 189 men
in the 6th (Service) Battalion were killed, and at least another 222 are known to
have been wounded to varying degrees of severity, some of whom sadly had
been mortally wounded, the majority of the deaths and woundings were as the
result of well placed enemy machine guns. Resulting from the events carried out
by Isaac’s battalion on Wednesday 13 October 1915 which was its first battle of
the war, other assaulting battalions were able to make significant gains. It was
noted whilst researching that Isaac’s widow, in addition to her address shown
above having by then remarried, Kate had also resided at 9, Westbourne Terrace
Road, Paddington, London, W., and also at Varnes Street, Eccles, Aylesford,
Maidstone, Kent.
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WILLIAMS , ERNEST HENRY. Private, G/11795.

7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Friday 29 September 1916. Aged 20.

Born East Malling, Kent. Enlisted Durleigh, Kent? Resided Eccles, Aylesford,
Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Henry Wiliams and Clara Williams of 43, Victoria Street, Eccles,
Maidstone, Kent.

Buried Connaught Cemetery, Thiepval, Somme, France. Grave Ref: XI. C. 6.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Williams family resided at 43, Victoria Street,
Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 30 year old West
Malling, Kent native Henry Williams, who was employed as a Butchers Manager.
On Thursday 28 September 1916 during the ‘Battle of the Somme,’ the 7th
(Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) was located at
the Thiepval Chéateau, at which time other units had attacked the nearby German
stronghold called the Schwaben Redoubt, having successfully captured some of
its southern portions. At 0330hours the following day Ernest’s battalion moved
forward to relieve these troops from the front line position. As the battalion moved
forward, the officers and other ranks of "C" Company came under heavy enemy
shellfire. No.9 Platoon was not even properly in position when they were attacked
by German infantry. They put up a stubborn fight beating off the enemy
attackers, in doing so it had allowed the rest of the men of "B" and "C"
Companies to get into the defences. There was no time for the men to settle in
as another German attack was launched. The Regimental History records "A
savage and determined struggle followed. The Lewis guns did good service but
early in the fight they were all put out of action by German bombs (hand
grenades) and the fight resolved itself into a regular "soldiers battle" in which all
depended on the courage and tenacity of individual N.C.O.’s and men." Although
the German soldiers were finally forced to withdraw, they continued with their
grenade attacks. In the intervals between the enemy counter attacks, Ernest’s
battalion was steadily shelled, despite white the position which they held became
more secure as the day wore on. Ernest was numbered amongst the 19 other
ranks in his battalion who fell on Friday 29 September 1916.

WOLFE, WILLIAM A. Private, G/11492.

23rd (Service) Battalion, (2nd Football), Middlesex Regiment.

Died Friday 15 September 1916. Aged 19.

Born and resided Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.
Son of Henry Wolfe of 34, Belgrave Street, Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 12 D and 13 B.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Woolfe family resided at 34, Belgrave Street,
Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 39 year old Tonbridge, Kent
native Henry Wolfe, who was employed as a General Labourer. William’s mother,
35 year old Hannah Woolfe was recorded by the census enumerator as being a
native of Frindsbury, Kent.
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The Great War

1914 -1919
Lost Men

BROWN, ALFRED HENRY GEORGE PHILLIP. Private, G/4939.

2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Tuesday 28 September 1915.

Born and resided Eccles, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Charles and Susan Brown.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 15.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Brown family resided at 9. Eccles Row,
Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 54 year old
Maidstone, Kent native Charles Brown, who was employed as a Brickfield
Labourer. Alfred was recorded by the census enumerator as being 14 years of
age when the above census was conducted.

BROWN, JAMES. Private, 19670.

1st Battalion, Essex Regiment.

Died Saturday 1 July 1916.

Born Eccles, Kent. Enlisted Warley, Essex. Resided Grays, Essex.

Son of Ann Brown.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 10 D.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Smith/Brown family resided at Baker Street,
Burham, Kent. Head of the house was 43 year old Landport, Portsmouth,
Hampshire native Robert Smith, who was employed as a Cement Labourer.
James’s mother was recorded by the census enumerator as being a 28 year old
native of Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent. James was numbered
amongst the 32 other ranks in his battalion who fell at Beaumont-Hamel on the
first day of the Battle of the Somme, when it suffered in excess of 200 casualties.

BURGESS, LEONARD HENRY. Private, 16997.

10th (Service) Battalion (Kent County), Queen’'s Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment).

Died Thursday 22 February 1917. Aged 22.

Born Eccles, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Wouldham, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Elizabeth Burgess of 4, Vine Cottages, Bell Lane, Ditton, Maidstone,
Kent.

Buried Longuenesse (St. Omer) Souvenir Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: IV. B. 27.

Commemorated on the Wouldham, Rochester, Kent, civic war memorial, as are
his brothers who both served in the Royal Navy and were Petty Officer Stoker,
Charles Henry Burgess who died on H.M.S. Vanguard on 9 July 1917, and
Stoker 1st Class, Herbert William Burgess who died on H.M.S. Cressy on 22
September 1914, both of whom were natives of Wouldham, and are also
commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial.
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CHAPPELL, ALBERT HARRY. Private, 1194,

10th Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps.

Died Thursday 12 April 1917. Aged 29.

Born Eccles, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.

Son of William and Eliza A Chappell.

Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 10, and on
the Carmarthen civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Chappell family resided at Varnes Street,
Eccles, Kent. head of the house was 60 year old Milton, Sittingbourne, Kent
native William Chappell, who was employed as a Cement Labourer. Albert was
posted to France on Thursday 20 August 1914 with their 10th Field Ambulance,
Royal Army Medical Corps, which was attached to the 4th Division. The 10th
Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps took part in the epic retreat to the
Marne, where the German Offensive was halted, and was also present in the
advance to the Aisne. The 4th Division was then moved north to Flanders, and
took part in the Battle of Messines, where Units of the division took part in the
famous Christmas Truce while they were still in this area, in the trenches near
Ploegsteert Wood, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, Belgium. In 1915 the 4th
Division fought at the Second Battle of Ypres, and in the summer of 1916 was on
the Somme, where it took part in the Battle of Albert and the Battle of Le
Transloy. In April 1917 Albert’s unit was at Arras, when the 4th Division fought in
the First Battle of the Scarpe, during the course of which Albert was killed in
action on Thursday 12 April 1917.

CORNELIUS, JOSEPH WEBBER RAGLAN. Gunner, 64083.

37th Battery, Royal Field Artillery.

Died Friday 27 April 1917.

Born Eccles, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent.

Son of Joseph Webber Cornelius and Clara Alice Cornelius (née Ing).

Buried Bruay Communal Cemetery Extension, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: F. 23.

Commemorated on the Davington, Faversham, Kent parish tribute which is
located in the parish church of St. Mary Magdalene & St. Lawrence, Davington,
Faversham, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Cornelius family resided at 12, Nightingale
Road, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 31 year old Brickmaker Joseph
Webber Cornelius (Senior), who was a native of Preston, Faversham, Kent.
Joseph (junior) was posted to France on 19 August 1914. Joseph’s birth was
registered in the Malling, Kent Registration District during the second quarter of
1893, and as such it would be indicative of him being 24 years of age at the time
of his death. When the French Tenth Army handed over the part of the line in the
area of the village of Bruay to Commonwealth forces in March 1916, the 22nd
Casualty Clearing Station, which was established at the village, and continued to
bury in it. Nearly half the burials in the cemetery extension where Joseph is at
rest are from the Canadian Corps who occupied this sector from early in 1917.
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KNIGHT, WILLIAM. Private, 19123.

7th (Service) Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment.

Died Thursday 29 March 1917. Aged 30.

Born Eccles, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent.

Son of Ellen Stevens (formerly Knight) of 12, Ravens Knowle, Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent, and the late Thomas Knight.

Buried Aix-Noulette Communal Cemetery Extension, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: I. C. 18.

Commemorated on the Wouldham, Rochester, Kent, civic war memorial.
Formerly Gunner, 98851, Royal Field Atrtillery.

MARSHALL , CECIL GEORGE. Private, M/33836.

"N" Forage Company (Cambridge), Royal Army Service Corps.

Died Monday 4 November 1918. Aged 22.

Born Eccles, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Maidstone, Kent.
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Son of George and Eleanor Marshall.

Husband of Mabel Sophia Marshall (née Law) of 9, Howletts Court, Botolph
Street, Norwich, Norfolk.

Buried Norwich Cemetery, Norfolk. Grave Ref: 47. 803.

Commemorated on Great War memorial plaque, which is located in the parish
church of St. Saviour, Norwich, Norfolk.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Marshall family resided at 35, Belgrave
Street, Eccles, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was Ditton, Maidstone, Kent
native George Marshall, who was employed as a Coopers Labourer. Cecil's
medal card entry shows that whilst he was serving in the Army Service Corps, he
had been posted abroad for active service on Wednesday 12 August 1914, and it
is probably indicative of him having been serving as a regular soldier at the time
of being posted overseas. George’s birth was registered in the Malling, Kent
Registration District during the first quarter of 1897. His death was registered in
the Sudbury, Suffolk Registration District during the fourth quarter of 1918. Thank
you to D. Marshall of Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, for very kindly providing the
photograph above for inclusion here at this brief commemoration of Cecil.

PUDNEY, BENJAMIN HENRY. Private, 17396.

2nd Battalion, Royal Berkshire Regiment.

Died Friday 23 August 1918. Aged 31.

Born Rochford, Essex. Enlisted Canning Town, Essex. Resided East Ham,
Essex.

Son of Joseph William Pudney and Elizabeth Mary Pudney.

Husband of Angelina Rosina Barden (formerly Pudney), (née Smith) of 27,
Eccles Row, Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

Buried East London Cemetery, Grange Road, Plaistow, London.

Ref: Kerb Wall Commemoration 9754.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Pudney family resided at the High Street,
Rayleigh, Essex. Head of the house was 40 year old Burnham, Essex native
Elizabeth Mary Pudney, who was employed as a Mail Cart Driver. The then 14
year old Benjamin was employed as a Telegraph Messenger. Benjamin died of
wounds, and had been posted to France on Thursday 30 September 1915.

SPRINGETT, SIDNEY GARNET. Private, 21454.

1st Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment).

Died Tuesday 16 October 1917.

Born Eccles, Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided East
Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Jesse David Springett and the late Charlotte Springett (née Cook).

Buried Tournai Communal Cemetery, Hainaut, Belgium. Grave Ref: I. E. 2.
Commemorated on the East Farleigh, Maidstone, Kent civic war memorial.
Formerly Private, 2512, West Kent Yeomanry. At the time of the 1901 census,
the Springett family resided at Eccles, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was
41 year old Walworth, Surrey native Jesse David Springett, who was employed
as a Coopers Machinist.
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TWORT, ARTHUR HENRY. Private, 17817.

6th (Service) Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment.

Died Monday 2 July 1917. Aged 25.

Born Eccles, Aylesford, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Burham, Rochester,
Kent.

Son of Walter Rolls Twort and Eleanor Elizabeth Twort (née Brown) of Great
Culand, Burham, Rochester, Kent.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 13 A,
and on the Burham, Rochester, Kent civic war memorial.

Formerly Private, 15336, Duke of Cornwall’'s Light Infantry. At the time of the
death of Walter Rolls Twort on 24 September 1928, the Twort family resided at
“Woolcroft,” Burham, Rochester, Kent.

The Second World War

1939 -1945
ADAMS, CYRIL. No clear trace.

ASHDOWN, CYRIL. Private, 6299701.

2nd Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).

Died Sunday 11 February 1945. Aged 21.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of John Thomas Ashdown and Annie Lillian Ashdown (née Suatt) of Eccles,
Maidstone, Kent.

Buried Taukkyan War Cemetery, Myanmar. Grave Ref: 27. D. 4.

Cyril's birth was registered in the Malling, Kent Registration District during the
third quarter of 1923.

CHAPMAN, LEONARD EDGAR CHARLES. Ordinary Seaman, D/JX 185104.
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Voltaire. (F47).

Died Wednesday 9 April 1941. Aged 21.

Son of Frederick and Emily Chapman (née Bird) of Eccles, Maidstone, Kent.
Commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial. Panel 49, Column 1.
Leonard’s birth was registered in the Malling, Kent Registration District during the
fourth quarter of 1919. On 27 October 1939 the passenger ship Voltaire owned
by Lamport & Holt Ltd, Liverpool was requisitioned by the Admiralty and
converted to an armed merchant cruiser for use by the Royal Navy, her
conversion was completed on 4 January 1940. Depending on what data sources
are used results in two different dates being shown for the loss of H.M.S.
Voltaire, which are 4 April 1941 and 9 April 1941. What is consistent is that
H.M.S. Voltaire, commanded by Captain (retired), James Alexander Pollard
Blackburn, D.S.C., R.N. was on isolated patrol in the central Atlantic, about 900
nautical miles west of the Cape Verde Islands, when at 0615 hours she was
spotted by the lookouts of the German raider K.M.S. Thor, which was originally
the freighter Santa Cruz and was commanded by Kapitdn zur See, Otto Ké&hler.
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Both the ships headed for each other and at 0645 hours the opponents
commenced fireing, by 0649 hours H.M.S. Voltaire was ablaze. By 0715 hours
only 2 of her guns remained in action, and by 0800 hours she hoisted a white
flag, sinking shortly afterwards by the stern with a heavy port list. A total of 75
officers and ratings on H.M.S. Voltaire lost their lives, and 197 survivors were
rescued by the crew of K.M.S. Thor. Before H.M.S. Voltaire was sunk, the
German ship had expended 724 rounds of 15-cm.shells, and due to same was
forced to return to Germany to replenish her ammunition. After sailing from Kiev
in June 1940 and spending 329 days at sea, having steamed 57,532 miles,
K.M.S. Thor sunk 12 ships (including H.M.S. Voltaire) for a total of 76, 547 tons.
Prior to serving in the Second World War, having served as an officer in the
Royal Navy during the Great War Blackburn had retired from the Royal Navy on
20 August 1933. Possibly the confusion regarding the date of the loss of H.M.S.
Voltaire which was probably on 4 April, was due in part to the fact that no radio
message were sent from the British ship because the Thor's first salvo in addition
to other damage it had destroyed the radio room of H.M.S. Voltaire. Kapitan zur
See Otto Kahler radioed news about the sinking of H.M.S. Voltaire back to
Germany, but his message failed to mention the fact that the H.M.S. Voltaire had
been unable to transmit any messages about the battle, and due to same the
British Admiralty did not know that it had lost the vessel.

ELDRIDGE, LEONARD FRANK. Craftsman, 2339398.

Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.

Died Thursday 24 December 1942. Aged 27.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Florence May Eldridge, and stepson of William John Clark of Aylesford,
Maidstone, Kent.

Buried Caserta War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: IV. D. 20.

Pre war member of the Royal Corps of Signals. Leonard was probably one of the
soldiers that were transferred to the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers
when it was formed on Thursday 1 October 1942. Leonard’s birth was registered
in the Medway, Kent Registration District during the fourth quarter of 1915.

GOODWRIGHT, WILLIAM FREDERICK. Private, 14514073.

1/7th Battalion, The Queen’s Royal Regiment (West Surrey).

Died Sunday 3 September 1944. Aged 19.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Herbert and Mabel Lucy Goodwright (née Hickford) of Aylesford,
Maidstone, Kent.

Buried Canadian War Cemetery, Leubringhen, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: 3. F. 7.

William’s birth was registered in the Dartford, Kent Registration District during the
fourth quarter of 1925.
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GOULDSTONE, VICTOR CHARLES WILLIAM ARRAS.

Sergeant (Air Gunner), 1892933. Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

83 Heavy Conversion Unit, Royal Air Force.

Died Friday 14 April 1944. Aged 27.

Son of Alfred Leonard and Rose Alice Laura Gouldstone (née Thwaites).
Husband of Hilda Florence Verion Gouldstone (née Phillips) of Aylesford,
Maidstone, Kent.

Buried Aylesford Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: S.E. Plot. Grave 6.

Victor’'s birth was registered in the Malling, Kent Registration District during the
third quarter of 1916. Eccles, Kent native Victor, married Miss Hilda Florence
Verion Phillips at the Methodist Chapel, Eccles on Saturday 5 April 1941. It is
cruelly ironic that prior to voluntarily enlisting in the Royal Air Force Volunteer
Reserve, Victor had been employed as Railway Platelayer which was a reserve
occupation, and as such he would not have had to served in the British army
forces and would probably have survived the war. He was amongst the 7 regular
crew and 2 Pilots Under Training on Lancaster bomber W4103 RC-E, which took
off on a training flight from R.A.F. Syerston, Newark-on-Trent, Nottinghamshire at
1550hours on Friday 14 April 1944. The addition pilots on the Lancaster, were 28
year old Pilot Officer Patrick William Laidler, of the Royal Australian Air Force
who came from Mount Hawthorn, Western Australia, and 19 year old Aircraftman
2nd Class (Pilot U/T) Sidney Stokoe, of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve,
from Benwell, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Northumberland. The additional pilots were
being instructed by 28 year old Flying Officer (Pilot) Henry Holmes Richardson,
D.F.M. of the Royal Canadian Air Force, who came from Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Canada. The crew had been posted to No.5 L.F.S. (Lancaster Finishing School),
Royal Air Force, being part of 83 H.C.U. (Heavy Conversion Unit) flying out of
R.A.F. Syerston, Newark-on-Trent, Nottinghamshire. During the course of the
training flight, at 1630hours when the Lancaster was flying 3 miles to the south of
Syerston Airfield above the village of Screveton, Nottinghamshire, one of the
Pilots Under Training was at the controls of the Lancaster when it collided with an
Airspeed Oxford Trainer LB415 of 1521 Flight, Royal Air Force, which had taken
off from R.A.F. Wymeswold, Leicestershire at 1535hours to carry out a Beam
Approach training exercise. The Airspeed Oxford Trainer was crewed by 22 year
old Flight Lieutenant (Pilot), James Addison Hawkins, of the Royal Air Force
Volunteer Reserve from Edinburgh, who was the instructor, and his pupil 21 year
old Flying Officer, Bryan Hedley Dennis, of the Royal Air Force Volunteer
Reserve from St. Albans, Hertfordshire. In 2005 the villagers of Screveton
erected a stone monument on the outskirts of the village, in remembrance of the
11 airmen who died, and appreciation of the efforts made by both pilots in
managing to steer both of the stricken craft away from their village, and by doing
so doubtless averting the loss of lives amongst the local populace. The memorial
is located on Flintham Lane, Screveton and is approximately equidistant of where
the two aircraft crashed. A relative of the transcriber is going to photograph the
memorial, and it will of course be added above at a later date.
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HODGES, HENRY GEORGE. Petty Officer Stoker, C/KX 75053.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Eskimo. (G75).

Died Saturday 9 May 1942. Aged 35.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 61, Column 1, as shown
above.

Henry’s birth was registered in the Malling, Kent Registration District during the
fourth quarter of 1906. On 2 July 1937 whilst he was serving on H.M.S. Sussex,
the Admiralty recorded that Henry had been amongst those who had been
brought to notice by the Air Officer, formerly Commanding and the General
Officer Commanding The British Forces in Palestine and Trans-Jordan, in
recognition of distinguished services rendered in connection with the operations
in Palestine during the period, April-October. Notification of the aforementioned
was published in The London Gazette dated 23 July 1937. On Wednesday 29
April 1942, the 1,883 ton tribal class destroyer H.M.S. Eskimo sailed from
Hvalfiord, Iceland during the day and had then proceeded to Seidisfiord before
joining the Fleet screen. She arrived at Scapa as part of the Third Destroyer
Flotila on Tuesday 5 May 1942, and sailed from Scapa the following day at
1800hours heading for Plymouth, Devon to take off all of her ammunition prior to
proceeded to Falmouth, Cornwall to refit. She arrived at Falmouth 0900 on 8 May
1942. Tragically whilst his ship was at Falmouth awaiting the refit Henry fell
overboard and was lost on Saturday 9 May 1942.

HORRELL, ROBERT ARTHUR. Gunner, 951270.

Royal Artillery.

Died Tuesday 25 November 1941. Aged 28.

Born West London. Resided Kent.

Son of Arthur Samuel Horrell and Amy Mabel Horrell (née Bushell) of Eccles,
Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.

Buried Halfaya Sollum War Cemetery, Egypt. Grave Ref: 20. E. 3.

Arthur’s birth was registered in the Fulham, London Registration District during
the second quarter of 1913.

KITNEY, GEORGE CECIL FRANK. Lance Sergeant, 2721566.

1st Battalion, Irish Guards.

Died Friday 30 April 1943. Aged 26.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Alfred Kitney and Ada Jessie Kitney (née West).

Husband of Ruth Ellen Kitney (née Allchin) of Eccles, Maidstone, Kent.

Buried Massicault War Cemetery, Tunisia. Grave Ref: V. E. 19.

George’s birth was registered in the Malling, Kent Registration District during the
fourth quarter of 1916. His marriage to Ruth Ellen Alichin was registered in the
Malling, Kent Registration District during the second quarter of 1935.
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