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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

 
BANBURY , FREDERICK WILLIAM. Sergeant, 4246. 
3rd (King’s Own) Hussars.  
Died Thursday 13 January 1916. 
Born Islington, London. Enlisted Manchester, Lancashire. Resided Elmsted, 
Ashford, Kent.  
Son of Robert Banbury and Mary Ann Banbury (née Keagle) of 58, Cathles 
Road, Balham, Wandsworth, London, SW12. 
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 1.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Banbury family resided at the Fire Station, 
The Polygon, Clapham, London. Head of the house was 47 year old 
Bishopsgate, London native Robert Banbury, who was a Station Officer 
employed by the Metropolitan Fire Brigade. Prior to enlisting in the army, 
Frederick was employed as a Brass Finisher. At the commencement of the Great 
War, the 3rd (King’s Own) Hussars was stationed at Shorncliffe, Kent, as part of 
the 4th Cavalry Brigade. On mobilisation the brigade was assigned to the Cavalry 
Division as part of the British Expeditionary Force. A regular soldier Frederick 
was posted to France on 15 August 1914 with his regiment. The 4th Cavalry 
Brigade was assigned to the 2nd Cavalry Division in October 1914, and 
Frederick’s regiment then spent the remainder of the Great War with the Division 
on the Western Front. Prior to his death, Frederick was Mentioned in 
Despatches, which was recorded on page 5982 of the London Gazette dated 22 
June 1915. In/on Soldiers Died in the Great War, Frederick’s place of birth is 
recorded as Basingstoke, Hampshire, which of course might be correct, and as 
such a lot of the details shown above will be errors. In view of the number of 
casualties who have SDWG entries which after further researches are 
subsequently found to be incorrect, it would seem likely that a possible error has 
resulted in the wrong place of birth for Frederick being shown. It was noted by 
the transcriber of these brief commemorations whilst researching and attempting 
to sort out the conflicting data, that there was a Royal Navy casualty, 26 year old 
Stoker 1st Class, Frederick James Banbury, who lost his life on 1 June 1916 
when he was serving on the destroyer H.M.S. Tipperary during the ‘Battle of 
Jutland.’ The reason for making mention of the loss of sailor Frederick Banbury is 
that he was born at Basingstoke, Hampshire on 14 July 1889, and his parents 
James and Elizabeth Banbury were still residing at The Cottage, Pamber Green, 
Basingstoke, Hampshire, after the Great War. Although it has to be said that it is 
a very infrequent occurrence, it is not the first time that a mix-up between sailors 
and soldiers has been found by the transcriber whilst accessing SDWG, and 
hope that the above has been one such occasion which would mean that the 
correct “Elmsted” casualty has been commemorated here. 
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BIRCHETT, HARRY PERCY. Private, L/7920. 
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died Friday 15 September 1916. Aged 31. 
Born Elmsted, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Wye, Ashford, 
Kent. 
Son of John and Elizabeth Birchett (née Hayward). 
Husband of Rose Sarah Birchett (née Worrell) of 16, Scotton Street, Wye, 
Ashford, Kent.  
Buried Guillemont Road Cemetery, Guillemont, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: XIV.P.3. 
In addition to his commemorations on the Elmsted and Hastingleigh Great War 
parish tributes, as can be seen on the accompanying photograph at the end of 
this brief commemoration to him, Harry was also one of the casualties who were 
commemorated by name on the Wye, Ashford, Kent civic war memorial, which is 
within the curtilage of the parish church of St. Gregory and St. Martin. For 
reasons which are still as yet unclear the names were removed from the 
memorial. At the time of the 1901 census, the Birchett family resided at Evington 
Lees, Elmsted, Kent. Head of the house was 57 year old Brook, Ashford, Kent 
native John Birchett, who was an Own Account General Dealer and shop owner. 
Aged 17, Harry was recorded as being employed as an Agricultural Labourer by 
the census enumerator. Although the L prefix on Harry’s regimental number is 
indicative of him having been a regular soldier, he had not been numbered 
amongst the members of the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) when 
it landed at St. Nazaire on 10 September 1914, as he was not posted to France 
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until 27 December 1914. The British objective for Friday 15 September 1916 on 
the day that Harry fell, was a line stretching between the Somme villages of 
Gueudecourt, Flers, Lesboeufs, and Morval, with the XIV Corps (Guards and 6th 
Division) detailed to capture the two latter locations. Harry’s battalion which was 
in the 16th Brigade, 6th Division was engaged in the major action at Morval, with 
the battalion moving forward from the frontline trenches and attacked a heavily 
fortified enemy redoubt known as the Quadrilateral which was located on the 
edge of Bouteaux Wood. It was also the first occasion that tanks were employed, 
but as far as the 6th Division was concerned their use was a failure, for of the 
three tanks that were allotted to the division, two broke down before starting, and 
the third, moving off in accordance with orders long before the infantry, had its 
periscope shot off, its peep-holes blinded, after being literally riddled by armour 
piercing bullets, and had to come back without achieving anything. To facilitate 
the movement of the tanks a gap of approximately 200 yards had been left in the 
artillery creeping barrage. Unfortunately the gap coincided with the strongest 
point of the Quadrilateral. Adding to the problems faced by the assaulting infantry 
was that the artillery barrage had passed over the German trenches by the time 
the infantry advanced. Harry’s battalion was tasked with supporting both the 8th 
(Service) Battalion, Bedford Regiment, that had one company bombing up the 
trench from Leuze Wood, and the remainder over the open to the north against 
the south-west face, and also the 2nd Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment. 
The leading formation started its advance to attack up the muddy slippery slopes 
at 0620 hours without any artillery support except for the already referred to 
bombardment, but both of the leading battalions were soon checked by heavy 
enemy machine gun fire. The 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) 
began its advance fifteen minutes after the two leading battalions, but they also 
quickly became infladed by enemy machine gun fire, with most being pinned 
down in shell holes, and suffered substantial casualties. 6 officers and 53 other 
ranks were killed and an additional 190 men were wounded, their casualties 
being the highest of those which took part in the attack. Under the cover of 
darkness during the night the battalion withdrew to a trench running south east to 
the village of Guillemont. 
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CROUCHER, ALLEN THOMAS. Lance Sergeant, 15919. 
2nd Battalion, Grenadier Guards.  
Died Saturday 1 December 1917. Aged 24.  
Born Elmsted, Ashford, Kent 4 January 1898. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.  
Son of George and Emma Croucher (née Clayson) of Stelling Minnis, 
Canterbury, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, Nord, France. Panel 2.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Croucher family resided at Bodsham, 
Elmsted, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Stelling Minnis, Kent native 
George Croucher, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Allen was a 
regular soldier, unfortunately it would appear that his service papers were 
amongst those which were lost during a bombing raid during the Second World 
War, but his regimental number is indicative of him having enlisted in the 
Grenadier Guards between 26 March 1912 and 25 January 1913. As had been 
the case with Harry Birchett who is brifley commemorated above, Allen too had 
not sailed with his battalion when it had landed at the French port of Harve on 13 
August 1914, as he was not posted to France until 23 November 1914, and 
eventually joined it at the village of Meteren, Nord, France, to the west of Bailleul 
on the main road to Cassel. Having survived many of the engagements that were 
fought by his battalion, Allen fell at Gouzeaucourt during the ‘Battle of Cambrai.’ 
With all of the Brigade and Divisional Commanders being forced to vacate their 
Headquarters in haste, it was not really surprising that the British army reply to 
the German assault during the opening phases of the Battle of Cambrai was at 
first somewhat uncoordinated and disjointed. The 1st Guards Brigade at Metz en 
Couture was initially assigned to VII Corps as the situation in front of 
Gouzeaucourt deteriorated. However just before 1100 hours it became apparent 
that III Corps were threatened with a complete rolling up of their lines from the 
south at Gonnelieu. The orders went out that the entire Guards Division was to 
assist III Corps. On Friday 30 November the War Diary entry of Allen’s battalion 
shows that at about 0700 hours the Germans began to attack neighbouring 
positions, and that at 1030 hours the 4th (Guards) Brigade, to which his battalion 
belonged received orders to advance towards Gouzeaucourt, and then to clear 
Metz en Couture by 1230 hours. When the battalion was only approximately half 
a mile from Metz en Couture one of the runners reported that; “The enemy had 
broken the line and was believed to be through to Gouzeaucourt, the brigade 
would have to advance immediately until it had met the enemy and would then 
attack them.” The front was by this time in total confusion with retreating 
stragglers and wounded compounding the problems which were being 
encountered by the Guards Division and other divisions. As ordered, Allen’s 
battalion engaged the enemy and halted their advance. The battalion was then 
ordered to counter attack in the direction of Gauche Wood. The original plan of 
attack called for the 2nd Battalion, Grenadier Guards to follow twenty advancing 
tanks at a distance of 400 yards, but when the attack commenced it was done so 
without the assistance of any of the tanks. The battalion reached the edge of 
Gauche Wood by 0700 hours on the morning of Saturday 1 December, to find it 
“thickly manned with machine guns,” and during the course of the engagement 
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Allen’s battalion lost most of its Junior Officers to machine gun and sniper fire in 
taking their objectives. After a hard fought battle, the 2nd Battalion, Grenadier 
Guards captured 3 enemy field guns and a substantial number of machine guns. 
The battalion War Diary records casualties for Saturday 1 December 1917, as 25 
N.C.O’s and men killed in action, 11 N.C.O’s and men missing, and 115 N.C.O’s 
and men wounded. Later the diary goes on to say. “Among these unfortunately 
were many excellent N.C.O.’s whom it will be hard to replace.” Doubtless one of 
the irreplaceable N.C.O.’s being alluded to in the War Diary was Allen. After the 
battle which cost Allen his life, the following message was received by all of the 
battalions of the Guards Division which taken part in the engagement:- “The 
Corps Commander wishes to express to all ranks of the Guards Division his 
highest appreciation of the prompt manner in which they turned out on 30 
November counter attacked through a disorganised rabble and re-took 
Gouzeaucourt. The very fine attack they subsequently carried out against 
Quentin Ridge and Gauche Wood, resulting in the capture of these important 
positions was worthy of the highest traditions of the Guards.” It was noted whilst 
carrying out the research for the brief commemoration of Allen for inclusion here, 
that on some of the data sources accessed his Christian name was spelt Allan, 
which is also how it is spelt on the memorial plaque in the parish church of St. 
James the Great at Elmsted, but most show the spelling of his name as Allen. 
 
HOPKINS, STEPHEN. Private, T/203947. 
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died Sunday 3 June 1917.  
Born Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Elmsted, 
Ashford, Kent. 
Son of John and Martha Hopkins (née Revell) of Upper Little Holt Farm, Elmsted, 
Ashford, Kent.  
Buried Philosophe British Cemetery, Mazingarbe, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: I.Q.47.  
Formerly Private, 203024, 5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, East Surrey Regiment. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Hopkins family resided at Debden, Petham, 
Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 48 year old Stelling Minnis, Kent, 
native John Hopkins, who was employed as a Farm Carter. Although at the time 
of his death, Stephen was serving in one of his regiments two regular battalions, 
his regimental number would be indicative of him having previously served in the 
10th (Royal East Kent & West Kent Yeomanry) Battalion of the regiment. 
Stephen was particularly unfortunate to be killed in action on the day that he lost 
his life, as he and Joseph Curtis from Balbriggin, County Meath, Ireland  were the 
only two other ranks deaths in his battalion. Stephen and Joseph fell during a 
relatively uneventful time which was spent in the Loos area by the 6th Division, to 
which the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) belonged. Apart from 
raids being carried out by both sides, most of the time during the lull was spent 
alternating between the front line trenches and going back into reserve positions. 
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LUCAS, BURTON HENRY. Private, G/38. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).  
Died Saturday 7 October 1916.  
Born Dane End, Little Mondon, Ware, Hertfordshire. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Resided Ashford, Kent.  
Only son of Alfred Walter Lucas and Mary Jane Lucas (née Sharman) of Elchin 
Lodge, Elmsted, Ashford, Kent.   
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Lucas family resided at Keepers Cottage, 
Kingsdown, Kent. Head of the house was 35 year old St. Pauls, Ware, 
Hertfordshire native Alfred Walter Lucas, who was employed as a Gamekeeper 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Leonard Paul Irby O.B.E. of Elvington Place, which is 
shown on the picture at the end of Burton’s brief commemoration. At his census 
entry, the then 6 year old Burton was recorded by the census enumerator with 
his Christian name spelt Bertie, which was what he was known as by all and 
sundry. Burton was posted to France for service with the British Expeditionary 
Force on 1 June 1915. The 6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West 
Kent Regiment) arrived in the Gueudecourt sector on 4 October 1916, in order to 
play its part in the ‘Battle of the Transloy Ridges’ as part of the overall ‘Battle of 
the Somme,’ and moved into the front line to the north of the village of 
Gueudecourt. As was the same situation which prevailed with many of the other 
British battalions on the Somme in 1916 at various times resultant of high 
casualty rates, at Gueudecourt the 6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal 
West Kent Regiment) was barely 500 (all ranks) strong. The initial attacks of the 
battle had been put back for two days, and it was in worsening weather that the 
assaults on the enemy positions commenced. An enemy position named Ration 
Trench was assigned to Burton’s battalion to attack and capture. Possible due to 
the two day delay was a contributory factor why German artillery activity had 
increased considerably over the same period. In addition to the increased enemy 
shelling, an exceptionally powerful and well positioned machine-gun defensive 
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ring had been put in place by the Germans. To contribute to the problems faced 
by the British troops was that the enemy trenches were screened from direct 
artillery observation. Having been heavily shelled throughout the morning of 
Saturday 7 October 1916, the battalion had already suffered casualties prior to 
going over the top at 1345 hours. More casualties were inflicted on the battalion 
as it attempted to carry out its allotted tasks, at which time most of the casualties 
were due to rifle and machine-gun fire. At great cost, the officers and other ranks 
of “C” Company on the left flank managed to advance a full 150 yards in the face 
of withering enemy fire, but were then stopped and later withdrew at nighttime 
under the cover of darkness. By the time that the remnants of the battalion were 
taken on by the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey 
Regiment), some of the companies of Burton’s battalion had been reduced to 
only fifty officers and other ranks. Of about 500 soldiers of 6th (Service) Battalion, 
Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) who had arrived at Gueudecourt only 
three days earlier, approximately 330 became casualties on Saturday 7 October 
1916. A Captain, a Lieutenant and three Second Lieutenants were killed, as were 
92 other ranks. A Captain and four Second Lieutenants were wounded, in 
addition too at least 185 other ranks. Initially Burton was posted as ‘Missing,’ but 
for official purposes he was later assumed to have died on Saturday 7 October 
1916 at Gueudecourt. Elvington Place pictured below, where Burton’s father was 
employed by Lieutenant-Colonel Leonard Paul Irby O.B.E., was demolished in 
1938, but during the Second World War the cellars of the once sizable house 
were put to use by the army. Lieutenant-Colonel Irby (1871-1936) served in the 
Great War, initially  in the King's Royal Rifle Corps, and he later commanded the 
15th (Reserve) Battalion, Rifle Brigade. He was awarded the O.B.E. in 1919 for 
his services during the Great War.  

 
 



 

 9 

                                    
WARD, THOMAS. Sergeant, 22143. 
Royal Garrison Artillery.  
Died Tuesday 5 December 1916.  
Born Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.  
Son of the late Thomas and Sarah Ward (née Staples).  
Brother of Mrs. Sarah Ann Gould (née Ward) of Court Lodge, Elmsted, Ashford, 
Kent.   
Buried Combles Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: II.B.25. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the ward family resided at Royds Road, 
Willesborough, Ashford, Kent.  Head of the house was recently widowed 36 year 
old Ashford, Kent native Thomas Ward (senior) who was employed as a French 
Polisher. The census enumerator recorded Thomas (junior) as being 12 years 
old, which would mean that when he died he would have been about 27 years 
old. Because his father died at Ashford in 1905, when Thomas enlisted in the 
army he named his sister Sarah, who was two years his senior as his next of kin. 
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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

Lost Men 
 

BATES, GEORGE. Private, G/16787. 
‘A’ Company, 1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).  
Died Wednesday 3 October 1917. Aged 32.  
Born Elmsted, Ashford, Kent 27 July 1885.  Enlisted and resided Dover, Kent.  
Son of James and Elizabeth Bates.  
Husband of Mrs. A. Bates (née Page) of 69, Longfield Road, Dover, Kent. 
Buried Bedford House Cemetery, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
Grave Ref: Enclosure No 4, XIII. A. 19. 
Commemorated on the Dover, Kent civic war memorial, and on memorial plaque 
in St. George's Memorial Church, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Formerly Gunner, 2352, (Territorial Force) Royal Field Artillery. George’s father 
had been a former Licensee of the “Timberbats,” Public House, Elmstead, Kent 
(now Froggies) which is where George was probably actually born. Due primarily 
to the conditions underfoot, on 2 October 1917, the 1st Battalion, Queen’s Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment) took a full six hours during the occupation of 
trenches which were located about three miles from ‘Bedford House,’ Ypres, 
Belgium, where the battalion was halted to be fully equipped with small arms 
ammunition, hand grenades, three days rations and various other articles which 
were deemed necessary for the attack and consolidation of an enemy position 
which was to be carried out on 4 October. The trenches held by the battalion on 
the day that George died, ran from the Menin Road just south west of Veldhoek 
to a point approximately 1,000 yards north, at which location the left flank of the 
battalion had its back towards a small stream called the Scherriabeke. 
Surprisingly the trenches were traceable despite the constant shelling, the 
weather and ground conditions which prevailed, which by October 1917 had 
resulted in the area becoming a quagmire. During the trench occupancy two 
other ranks of the battalion fell into the slurry filled shell holes and were never 
seen again, they being the sole casualties of the day. To try and make the 
conditions a bit more bearable, trench boards (Duck Boards) were laid, but were 
destroyed by enemy shelling almost as soon as they were put into position. 
Struggling through the morass at the battalion front line trenches, on 3 October 
enemy infantry twice attacked the battalion, but on each occasion were beaten 
back, despite the support of very intense fire from their artillery in support of their 
attacks. As the shelling intensified throughout the day, the battalion suffered 
many casualties due to same; fortunately most casualties were in the form of 
woundings to varying degrees as opposed to deaths. By the end of the day the 
casualty roll showed about 100 including amongst them 29 other ranks deaths, 
including George. As a member of “A” Company, it would appear that George 
had in fact been particularly unfortunate to have been killed, as numerically the 
Reserve Company (“D”), and battalion Headquarters having been heavily shelled 
throughout the 3 October had resulted in several fatalities in addition to 
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woundings. During the day the battalion Regimental Aid Post was blown out on a 
couple of occasions and had to be moved. Following the relocation, good use 
was made of former German pillboxes which were then used as the new 
Regimental Aid Post and as the new battalion Headquarters, a huge drawback to 
their use being that the entrances to them faced the enemy, as such diligence 
had to be taken regarding the use of lights at night. During the night of the 3/4th 
October both the Reserve Company and Headquarters moved forward to battle 
positions for the attack of 4 October that was launched at zero hour at 0600 
hours. As George had lost his life the day prior to the attack by his battalion, it is 
obviously not necessary to add more here, suffice to say that the attack was a 
success but at a cost to the 1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). On 3 October the battalion mustered 18 officers and 651 other ranks, 
but by the end of the period 3-5 October had suffered 10 officer casualties and 
368 other ranks. Of the total casualty figure, 3 officers and 136 other ranks were 
killed or died of wounds, and as on countless other occasions several later 
succumbed to their wounds. 
 
COOK, ERNEST EDWARD. Private, G/39705.  
“B” Company, 12th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment.  
Died Saturday 17 February 1917. Aged 28. 
Born Northlea, Elmsted, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided 
Harbledown, Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of George and Harriet Cook (née Twyman) of Stelling Minnis, Canterbury, 
Kent. 
Husband of Annie Cook of 1, Harbledown Terrace, Harbledown, Canterbury, 
Kent. 
Buried Regina Trench Cemetery, Grandcourt, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: VI. E. 2. 
Commemorated on the Harbledown, Canterbury, Kent civic war memorial.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Cook family resided at Bossingham, Kent. 
Head of the house was 36 year old Stowting, Kent native George Cook, who was 
employed as a Farm Yardman. Ernest married Miss Harriet Twyman at 
Harbledown on 14 December 1912. When Ernest enlisted in the army on 8 
December 1915, he stated that he was 26 years and 326 days old, born at 
Elmsted, married with one child, and that he was employed as a Horseman. He 
named his wife as his next of kin, who was residing at 1, Harbledown Terrace, 
Harbledown, Canterbury, Kent. As the result of his army medical examination 
which was conducted at Canterbury, Ernest was not deemed to be of the 
required medical standard by the army for active service, primarily due to having 
flat feet and a hernia. He was considered to be of the requisite medical standard 
for ‘Garrison Duty at Home,’ and was placed on the reserve. On 8 April 1914, 
Ernest was mobilised and posted to serve in the 25th (Garrison) Battalion, 
Middlesex Regiment at Aldershot, Hampshire. Doubtless it was due to the 
casualties that the British army had suffered by 8 January 1917, was the reason 
why Ernest was transferred to the 12th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment 
on that date, and was posted to France. When Ernest joined his new battalion on 
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the Western Front, he was assigned to serve in “B” Company. Ernest fell during 
the ‘Battle of Boom Ravine’ which is a road in a valley of the Ancre on the 
Somme. Ernest’s battalion was in the 54th Brigade, 18th (Eastern) Division, and 
as such the battle that was fought on 17 February 1917 was in an area very 
familiar to the soldiers in his battalion who had fought in the 1916 Somme battles 
in the area. On the night of 15/16 February the 54th Brigade took over the battle 
front for the operations on the day that Ernest died. These were part of a big 
attack on both banks of the Ancre, and were intended to seize the high ground 
giving observation over the upper Ancre Valley, to the south of the Ancre below 
Miraumont. The 54th Brigade had to attack from in front of Desire Trench due 
north towards South Miraumont Trench, first across Grandcourt Trench, and then 
across the deep sunken road known as Boom Ravine. The assaulting battalions 
were the 6th (Service) Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment on the right, and 
the 11th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) on the 
left. Ernest’s battalion was in support, and the 7th (Service) Battalion, 
Bedfordshire Regiment was in reserve. The following is a brief extract from the 
54th Brigade History, re Boom Ravine:- “It will be remembered that the Middlesex 
Regiment, as supporting battalion, pushed two companies into the front line at a 
critical moment when we were getting some pretty bad hammering on the spur 
before South Miraumont Trench. 2nd-Lieutenant W. B. Godwin, of the Middlesex 
Regiment, did gallant work at this point. With a few men he got about 200 yards 
to the northeast of our objective, owing to a fog that had come down. The enemy 
counter-attacked, and though greatly outnumbered, 2nd-Lieutenant Godwin and 
his men stood their ground and fought till all but one were killed. This fine stand 
was effective in breaking up a threatening counter-attack. Unhappily, the gallant 
officer himself was killed. Lieutenant V. D. Corbett was another Middlesex officer 
who did good work in fixing and consolidating our final line of defence under 
heavy rifle and shellfire. Acting Company Sergeant-Major Kerr of the same 
battalion will also be remembered. All the officers of his company having become 
casualties, he reorganised the company, and directed the work of clearing dug-
outs in the Ravine until killed.” Initially Ernest was numbered amongst those from 
his battalion posted as missing, but later for official purposes it was assumed that 
he died on Saturday 17 February 1917. 
 
HOGBEN, HENRY EDWARD. Private, 55150. 
13th (Service) Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers.  
Died Monday 26 August 1918.  
Born Elmsted, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of Walter and Elizabeth Hogben of Benfield, Petham, Canterbury, Kent. 
Husband of Annie Hogben of Vicarage Hill, Petham, Canterbury, Kent. 
Buried Delville Wood Cemetery, Longueval, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: XXII. N. 4. 
Commemorated on the Petham, Canterbury, Kent civic war memorial. 
Formerly Private, 13433, Cavalry Reserve Regiment. 
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PHILPOT, THOMAS. D.C.M. Company Sergeant Major, 11687. 
Royal Engineers, attached to the Sappers and Miners, Indian State Forces.  
Died Wednesday 1 January 1919. Aged 31. 
Son of John and Jane Philpot of Elmsted, Ashford, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Delhi 1914-1918 War Memorial, Delhi War Cemetery, 
India. 
Prior to the commencement of the Great War, Thomas was apprenticed to W.H 
Bourne, who was a Carpenter at Woodchurch, Ashford, Kent. Thomas enlisted in 
the Royal Engineers in June 1902 and was quickly promoted through the ranks. 
He spent over Nine years in India serving with the Native troops. He arrived in 
France in 1915, and was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for gallantry 
on the La Bassee Road on 19 March 1915. 
                                         


