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The Great War

1914 -1919

BEAN, SAMUEL JOHN. Able Seaman, 177884.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Hawke.

Died 15 October 1914. Aged 36.

Born Brinsdale, Eythorne, Dover, Kent 21 September 1878.

Son of Samuel John Bean and Louisa Bean of Chapel Hill, Eythorne, Dover,
Kent.

Husband of Edith Hodgson (formerly Bean), (née Robinson) of 8, Claremont
Avenue, Scarboro Street, Hessle Road, Hull, Yorkshire.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 2, as shown above.
Samuel was a veteran of the Second Boer War (1899-1902), and at the time of
the 1901 census he was serving onboard H.M.S. Sappho at Delagoa Bay,
Lourengco Marques, Mozambique, East Africa. Without a doubt the loss of H.M.S.
Hawke has been the easiest of all the ships lost to ascertain ‘facts’ by the
transcriber, for inclusion on this or any other website. One of the sixty survivors
of sinking of H.M.S. Hawke was peacetime Postman, Joseph Edward Cooke of
Parracombe, Barnstaple, Devon, his grandson, Kenneth Cooke who like his
grandfather is a former member of the Royal Navy, has been a long time friend of
the transcriber, and helped in the past to explain nautical phrases, and provide
Royal Navy information. About thirty years ago Ken furnished the transcriber with
data appertaining to the loss of H.M.S. Hawke, including a copy of a newspaper
interview that his grandfather gave after his return to Parracombe. The
newspaper cutting is incredibly consistent with that of data accessed from books
and the internet. Commanded by 40 year old Captain Hugh P.E.T. Williams, who
was a recipient of a Royal Humane Society Medal. H.M.S. Hawke was an old
armoured cruiser operating as part of the 10th Cruiser Squadron assigned to the
Northern Patrol. She had originally been launched at Chatham, Kent, in 1891 and
was one of the oldest ships still in service with the Royal Navy. At the time of her



loss H.M.S. Hawke was being used as a training ship and had many young naval
cadets on board. She had been re-commissioned in February 1913 with a
nucleus crew, and had come up to her full complement at the commencement of
the Great War. On 15 October 1914, sailing in company with H.M.S. Theseus,
when the ships were approximately 60 miles off the coast of Aberdeen, H.M.S.
Hawke turned to intercept a neutral Norwegian collier, shortly after which both
ships were attacked by the faster German submarine U-9, which was
commanded by Kapitanleutnant Otto Weddigen who had been tracking them for
some time. When he commenced his attack, Otto Weddigen fired his first torpedo
at H.M.S. Theseus, but fortunately it missed her. Quickly turning his attention to
H.M.S. Hawke, Otto Weddigen then fired a torpedo which struck her amidships
near the magazine. The initial detonation which shook the ship violently was
followed by a second terrific explosion, which resulted in a large number of the
crew of H.M.S. Hawke being killed. From when she was hit the ship sank within
about five minutes, and as such it was only possible to launch one of the ships
cutters, which was the mail dory that had been lowered before the torpedo
explosion. Captain Williams, 26 officers and approximately 500 ratings were lost
with the sinking of H.M.S. Hawke, but 4 officers and 60 men survived. Although
only designed to carry 29 people, the sole ships cutter which had got away
eventually contained 49 sailors, who were picked up about five hours later by a
Norwegian steamer, all of whom were later transferred to a trawler and safely
landed at Aberdeen. In addition to those who survived in the ships cutter, another
15 of the crew clinging to a raft were picked up by a passing ship, and landed at
Grimsby. Joseph Cooke commented that after he had plunged into the icy waters
of a heavy sea, he had swam for about three quarters of a mile before being
picked up by the cutter, and whilst swimming he had passed the life raft at which
time it had about 150 clinging to it, and that he was later informed that only 15 of
their number had survived. Joseph also made mention that shortly after firing the
torpedo which sunk H.M.S. Hawke, the German submarine briefly surfaced to
see the effects of its discharge, disappearing again beneath the waters
immediately. H.M.S. Theseus was under strict Admiralty orders not to attempt to
pick up survivors, as on 22 September 1914 there had been the disaster
involving H.M.S.Cressy, H.M.S.Aboukir and H.M.S.Hogue all sunk by
Kapitanleutnant Otto Weddigen with the U-9. The following is a brief account of
the events of 14 October 1914, by a crewman of the U-9, relevant to the sinking
of H.M.S. Hawke. “I gazed at the little picture of the upper ocean. The distant
three cruisers were some wide space apart, but were converging, and were
steering for a point and that point was apparently in the vicinity where we lay. No
wonder the Commander thought they must want a torpedo. We imagined they
were bent on joining forces and steaming together, but it presently became
apparent that they intended to exchange signals, drop a cutter in the water, and
deliver mail or orders, and then go their respective ways. We steered at full
speed for the point toward which they were heading, our periscope showing only
for a few moments at a time. The Cruisers, big armoured fellows, came
zigzagging. We picked one, which afterward turned out to be H.M.S. Hawke, and
maneuvered for a shot. It was tricky work. She nearly ran us down. We had to



dive deeper and let her pass over us; else we would have been rammed. Now
we were in a position for a stern shot at an angle, but she turned. It was a fatal
turning, for it gave us an opportunity to swing around for a clear bow shot at 400
metres. We dived beyond periscope depth, ran underwater for a short distance,
and then came up for a look through our tall, mast-like eye. The Hawke had
already disappeared. She sank in eight minutes. Only one boat was in the water.
It was the mail dory that had been lowered before the torpedo explosion. At the
rudder the boat officer hoisted a distress signal on the boat's staff. That little dory
with half a dozen men aboard was all that was left of the proud warship.”

BEDWELL , DAVID KNOWLER. Private (Shoeing Smith), TS/1316.

No. 2 Depot Company, Army Service Corps.

Died 8 December 1914. Aged 32.

Born Deal, Kent. Enlisted Woolwich, London. Resided Eythorne, Dover, Kent.
Son of Thomas Frederick Bedwell and Kate Bedwell (née Denne) of 55, West
Street, Deal, Kent.

Buried Greenwich Cemetery, London.

Ref: Screen Wall Commemoration 1 " C." B. 1138.

The transcriber of these brief commemorations has been unable to locate a 1901
census entry for the Bedwell family. At the time of the 189 census the family
resided at 54, West Street, Deal, Kent. Head of the house was 39 year old Deal,
Kent native Thomas Frederick Bedwell, who was a Pork Butcher and Farmer.
David enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War,” on 18 November 1914,
at which time he stated that he was 32 years old and employed as a Farrier,
residing at Maguba Villa, Eythorne, Dover, Kent. Tragically, David died as the
result of a gunshot wound whilst serving at Woolwich. No. 2 Depot Company,
Army Service Corps in which David was serving at the time of his death, was one
of the large horse transport depots which would have been eager to use his
civilian acquired skills. The horse depots were originally No.1 and No.2 Reserve
Horse Transport Depots which were at Deptford, Kent and Islington, London
respectively. They were moved in February 1915, to Park Royal and Blackheath.
No.2 Depot Company, Woolwich, London and No.3 Depot Company, Bradford,
Yorkshire, became in due course No.3 and No.4 Reserve Horse Transport
Depots. After the Armistice, it was decided to reduce No’sl and 2 Depots as
speedily as possible. Shortage of retainable personnel, combined with a certain
restlessness which became apparent among troops in the depots rendered it
inadvisable to continue training, and as the result of same, on 2 January, 1919,
Expeditionary Forces were notified that no reinforcements would be despatched
from Great Britain. Training was later resumed in the training establishments at
Woolwich, London, Aldershot, Hampshire and Bradford, Yorkshire. Greenwich
Cemetery where David is at rest contains 556 Great War burials. More than half
of these graves are scattered throughout the cemetery, but 263 form a large war
graves plot known as ‘Heroes Corner,” where two curved screen walls bear the
names of casualties buried both in the plot, and also of those who are at rest in
unmarked scattered graves in the cemetery.
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CARLEY, STEPHEN. Chief Stoker, 154764.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Pembroke.

Died 8 February 1915.

Born Ashford, Kent 21 January 1871.

Husband of Winifred Alice L. Carley (née Richardson) of 10, Larch Road,
Elvington, Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Buried Eythorne Baptist Chapelyard. Grave Ref: North West corner.

Stephen died of an illness, as opposed to having been killed in action or died of
wounds, whilst serving at the Royal Navy Barracks H.M.S. Pembroke, Chatham,
Kent. Stephen’s 17 year old daughter Annie, who died on 7 March 1916 is
commemorated on his headstone. His wife Winifred who died on 8 February
1931, aged 45, shares the same kerbed burial plot, as does 33 year old Robert
Trice who died on 13 February 1927.



CASTLE, EDWIN ANDREW. Private, PO/2464(S).

1st Royal Marine Battalion, Royal Marine Light Infantry.

Died 27 September 1918. Aged 25.

Born West Langdon, Dover, Kent 21 August 1892.

Son of Charles Castle and Eliza Jane Castle (née Hopper) of West Langdon,
Dover, Kent.

Husband of Ada Grace Castle (née Little) of 13, Selborne Terrace, Dover, Kent.
Commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 1.
Also commemorated on a Great War memorial plaque in the parish church of St.
Marys, West Langdon, Dover, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Castle family resided at 2, Church Cottages,
West Langdon, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was 48 year old West Langdon
native Charles Castle, who was employed as a Domestic Gardener. Edwin
enlisted in the Royal Marine Light Infantry, Portsmouth Division on a Short
Service Engagement on 31 August 1917. He took part in the ‘St. Georges Day’
Zeebrugge Raid on 23 April 1918, at which time he was serving onboard H.M.S.
Vindictive. Following service back in England, on 22 July 1918 Edwin was posted
to serve in a draft of the 1st Royal Marine Battalion, Royal Marine Light Infantry
for service with the British Expeditionary Force. Following the engagement fought
by 1st Royal Marine Battalion, Royal Marine Light Infantry, 63rd (Royal Naval)
Division on 27 September 1918, Edwin was posted as ‘Missing,” but later it was
officially confirmed that he had been killed in action. Although Edwin is known to
have been buried in isolated marked grave 100 yards west of road running north
from Sugar Factory five and a quarter miles South West of Cambrai, Nord,
France, unfortunately his grave was one of those that were not found later,
during the battlefield clearance operations in 1919 and the 1920’s.

CHITTENDEN, FRANK. Able Seaman, 186140.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Hogue.

Died 22 September 1914. Aged 35.

Born Ashford, Kent 25 July 1878.

Son of Charlotte Mitchell (formerly) Chittenden (née Rossiter), and the late David
Chittenden

Husband of Leonora M Ralph (formerly Chittenden), (née Sutton) of 27, Prospect
Place, Swindon, Wiltshire.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 2, as shown above.

It would seem likely that Frank’s actual place of birth was at 37, New Rents,
Ashford, Kent, as that is where his parents, who married in 1870, were residing
at the time of both the 1871 and 1881 censuses. Regretably the transcriber of
these brief commemorations has been unable to locate a 1901 census entry for
Frank, but at the time of the 1891 census, the Mitchell/Chittenden family was
residing at 77, St. Peter's Street, Folkestone, Kent. Head of the house was 37
year old Ashford, Kent native Henry Mitchell, who was employed as a General
Labourer. Frank’s widow Leonora married Edwin Ralph at Swindon, Wiltshire
early in 1917. Early in the Great War the Royal Navy maintained a patrol of old



Cressy class armoured cruisers, which was called ‘Cruiser Force C' which
patrolled an area of the North Sea known as the Broad Fourteens. On 16 July
1914 the German submarine U-9 became the first submarine in history to reload
torpedoes whilst still submerged, and on 22 September 1914 the same
submarine under the command of Commander Otto Weddigen who had
commanded the U-9 since 1 August 1914, sighted H.M.S.Cressy, H.M.S.Aboukir
and H.M.S.Hogue all steaming NNE at 10 knots without zigzagging, although the
patrols were supposed to maintain a speed of 12 to13 knots and zigzag, the old
cruisers were unable to maintain that speed and the zigzagging order was widely
ignored mainly due to the fact that there had been no enemy submarines sighted
in that area of the North Sea at that stage of the war. Otto Weddigen and his
crew later the same day put into practice under wartime conditions what they had
perfected in peace, and were able to reload beneath the waves. Otto Weddigen
maneuvered the U-9 to attack the three cruisers, and at approximately 0625
hours fired a single torpedo at H.M.S.Aboukir which stuck her on her port side.
Aboukir rapidly suffered heavy flooding and despite counter flooding developed a
20 degree list and lost engine power. It was soon clear that she was a lost cause
and Captain Drummond ordered her to be abandoned, although only one boat
had survived the attack so most crew had to jump into the sea. At first Captain
Drummond thought that H.M.S.Aboukir had been mined and signaled the other
two cruisers to close and assist with the rescue of his crew, but he soon realised
that it was a torpedo attack and ordered the other cruisers away, but too late. As
H.M.S.Aboukir rolled over and sank only half an hour after being attacked, Otto
Weddigen fired two torpedoes at H.M.S. Hogue that hit her amidships and rapidly
flooded her engine room. Captain Nicholson of H.M.S. Hogue had stopped his
ship to lower boats to rescue the crew of H.M.S.Aboukir, thinking that as he was
the other side of Aboukir from the enemy submarine he would be safe.
Unfortunately the U-9 had managed to maneuver around H.M.S.Aboukir and
attacked H.M.S.Hogue from a range of about only 300 yards, and it only took
H.M.S.Hogue ten minutes to sink as the U-9 headed for H.M.S.Cressy which was
commanded by Captain Johnson. H.M.S.Cressy had also stopped to lower boats
but quickly got underway on sighting a submarine’s periscope. At about
0720hours Otto Weddigen fired two torpedoes, one of which just missed but the
other hit H.M.S.Cressy on her starboard side. The damage to H.M.S.Cressy was
not fatal but the U-9 then turned round and fired her last torpedo as a coup de
grace which hit Cressy sinking her within a quarter of an hour. Survivors of the
disaster were picked up by several nearby merchant ships including the Dutch
Flora and Titan and the British trawlers JGC and Corainder before the Harwich
force of light cruisers and destroyers arrived. Flora returned to Holland with 286
rescued crew who were quickly returned to Britain, even though the neutral
Dutch should have interned them. In all 837 men were rescued but 1459 died,
many of whom were reservists or cadets. On 18 March 1915 the German
submarine U-29 was rammed and sunk by H.M.S. Dreadnought in the Pentland
Firth, all 32 submariners onboard perished, including Otto Weddigen who had
been in command since 16 February 1915.



DAVIES, HENRY. No clear trace at this time. Whilst attempting to ascertain the
correct identity of this casualty, it was noted that the surname Davies was found
infon various data sources connected to Eythorne covering a wide span of time.
Including amongst those mentioned was Henry Edward Davis who was the
Licensee of the ‘White Horse Inn’ during the years covering the Great War.

DAVIES, WALLACE JAMES. Private, 171864.

50th Battalion, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry).

Died 4 November 1918. Aged 21.

Born Pelsall, Walsall, Staffordshire. Enlisted Dover, Kent.

Husband of Florence Mary Davies (née Parsons) of 259, Old Road. West,
Gravesend. Kent.

Buried Cross Roads Cemetery, Fontaine-au-Bois, Nord, France.

Grave Ref: .LA.22.
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FOLEY, ROBERT. No trace as commemorated on the Eythorne civic war
memorial. Arguably the closest match appears to be the following army casualty:-
FOLLEY, ROBERT. Private, G/676.

2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 3 May 1915.

Born and resided Auchinleck, Ayrshire, Scotland. Enlisted Dover, Kent.
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 12,
as shown above.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Folley family was residing at Searle Terrace,
Auchinleck, Ayrshire, Scotland. Head of the house was Robert’s mother; 29 year
old Hurlford, Ayrshire, native Ellen Folley (née Dunlop), who was a Dressmaker.
Robert enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War,” on 3 September 1914,
at which time he stated that he was 19 years and 23 days old, and employed as
a Miner in lodgings. Following his attestation, Robert reported to the Regimental
Depot of The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at Canterbury, Kent on 8 September
1914, and was posted to the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion of the regiment. On 23
February 1915, he was transferred to serve in the 2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment) when he was posted to France to serve in the British
Expeditionary Force. Robert then remained in the same battalion until he was
kiled in action. One of Robert's brothers; Alexander Folley served in the
Mercantile Marine during the Great War. Although purely supposition on the part
of the transcriber of these brief commemorations, and should therefore be
viewed as such, but it might be of real significance that at the time of enlisting in
the army, Robert had stated that he was employed as a Miner, and that he was
in lodgings, as a significant number of Coal Miners in the former Kent coalfield
originated from the north of England, Wales, and Scotland, many of whose
descendents still reside in the east Kent area. It would seem likely that prior to
enlisting in the army at nearby Dover, Robert had lodged at the village of
Eythorne, and been employed as a Coal Miner at Tilmanstone Colliery.




FORTH, WILLIAM STAVELEY. Private, G/87575.

18th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, (1st Public Works Pioneers).

Died 6 July 1918. Aged 38.

Born and resided Dover, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Elizabeth Forth of 5, Church Road, Temple Ewell, Dover, Kent, and the
late George Frederick Samuel Forth.

Buried Hagle Dump Cemetery, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

Grave Ref: 1.H.4.

Also commemorated on the Temple Ewell, Dover, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Forth family resided at Church Road, Temple
Ewell, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was 53 year old Dover, Kent native
Elizabeth Forth, who worked from home as a Dressmaker. The then 20 year old
William was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a
Vanman by the Co-operative Stores.

GOLDSACK , WILLIAM. Private, G/2710.

8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 26 September 1915. Aged 24.

Born Barfrestone, Dover, Kent. Enlisted and resided Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Son of George and Isabel Goldsack of The Street, Dover, Kent.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 16.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Goldsack family resided at Coldred Court
Cottages, Coldred, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was 45 year old Guston,
Dover, Kent native George Goldsack, who was employed as a Shepherd.
William’s 44 year old mother; Isabel Goldsack was recorded as being a native of
St. Peters, Kent by the census enumerator. William was posted to France on 31
August 1915. Initially, William was posted as ‘Missing,” but later the Army Council
made the decision that for official purposes, it could be assumed that he had died
on 26 September 1915. The 8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment) commanded by Colonel Frederick Charles Romer C.B., C.M.G., sailed
from Folkestone, Kent and arrived in Boulogne, France on 1 September 1915
where it then spent two days, after which a move was made to billets at the little
village of Maninghem near Etaples, Pas de Calais, to undertake divisional
training. William’s battalion remained at Maninghem until 21 September1915,
when a march was undertaken by the battalion to assemble at the concentration
area in preparation for the ‘Battle of Loos,” the battalion marched to Bethune
arriving early in the morning on 25 September, at 1100 hours the battalion
formed up for Colonel Romer to address the officers and other ranks, short but to
the point he said, “I am not going to make a speech to you, but only ask you to
remember that you are THE BUFFS.” Following their Colonels ‘speech’ the
battalion then made another move nearer to the battle heading for Vermelles to
take part in an attack which was planned for later that night. Marching over
difficult terrain their division reached positions in the area of Bois Hugo, Chalk Pit
Wood, Chalet Wood and Hill 70 Redoubt, which were advanced positions that
faced the German’s second line. A proposed attack planned for that night was
eventually postponed, and the battalion received fresh orders which stated that



they were to take part in an attack the following morning. Just twenty four days
after landing in France, and significantly with most of the officers and other ranks
in the battalion never having been in action before, at 1030 hours on the
following morning, orders were received by the 24th Division, (which included the
8th Battalion) for an attack to begin at 1100 hours, with the battalion detailed to
attack the village of Hulluch. Set out below is the 8th Battalion War Diary entry for
part of the 26 September 1915. “At 10.30 a.m. verbal orders arrived to prepare
for an attack at 11 o’clock a.m. Almost at once the enemy commenced a heavy
bombardment of our trenches. At 11 a.m. an attack across open country
commenced, the objective being a German position about a mile away. Artillery
formation was adopted on leaving the trenches, but long distance rifle fire caused
us to extend our lines almost immediately. The Buffs were supporting the West
Kents. The advance was carried forward rapidly and by 11.30 a.m. the leading
lines of the Buffs had arrived within 25 yards of the German barbed wire. No
gaps could be observed in the wire entanglements. During the advance a heavy
fire from machine guns on both flanks was encountered. At 1155 a.m. an order
came down the line from the right to withdraw. The enemy’s fire especially from
our left flank became heavier and very considerable losses occurred. The Buffs
were relieved during the night 26/27th 1915. Rested in a field close by Sailly La
Bourse.” Because of the way that war diary entries are written, with their original
intention not being for the benefit of amateur historians and the like, the above
omits to adequately emphasize that when the battalion attacked at Hulluch, they
had to cross a stretch of ‘No Mans Land’ approximately a mile wide, in tandem
with the rest of the 72nd Brigade the battalion with mounting casualties
eventually managed to reach their designated objective, despite being constantly
heavily enfiladed by well placed enemy machine guns, only to then find that the
enemy wire was still mainly intact in front of it. The Division to the battalion’s right
was subsequently forced to withdraw, which resulted in the right flank being
exposed to even more enemy attention primarily in the form of machine gun fire
and Germans artillery shellfire, incredibly the 8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment) withstood the enemies superior firepower for a full four
hours before inevitably being forced to withdraw, during which time more
casualties were inflicted on The Buffs, as can be seen from the war diary entry
were relieved that night and initially fell back to Noeux les Mines where they
bivouacked in pouring rain. The casualties to the battalion resulting from its first
significant engagement of the Great War were truly staggering, as they
amounted to at least 24 officers and 610 other ranks killed, wounded or missing,
of that number 2 officers and 158 other ranks died on the day of the engagement
which was fought by the battalion on 26 September 1915. Inevitably a significant
number later succumbed to their wounds, resultant of the action fought at
Hulluch. Amongst the officers the battalion only had one young officer Second
Lieutenant J. Vaughan that was not a casualty, subsequently he was awarded
the Military Cross for his leadership and gallantry when leading the other ranks
remnants of the battalion from the battle.

10



GOTHARD, JOHN WILLIE. Private, 7323.

2nd Battalion, King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry.

Died 26 August 1914.

Born and enlisted Barnsley, Yorkshire.

Commemorated on the La Ferte-Sous-Jouarre Memorial, Seine-et-Marne,
France.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Gothard family resided at 39, Allott Street,
Hoyland Nether, Barnsley, Yorkshire. Head of the house was John’s mother;
Mrs. Sarah G. Norton who was a 51 year old widow from Barnsley, Yorkshire.
John was recorded as being a Coal Miner (Hewer) by the census enumerator. A
regular soldier, John was serving in the 2nd Battalion, King’s Own Yorkshire
Light Infantry, which was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Reginald Capleston
Bond, and stationed at Portobello Barracks, Dublin, at the commencement of the
Great War. John’s battalion sailed for France from Dublin onboard the SS
Buteshire on 14 August 1914. The SS Buteshire was an old cargo boat, which
ordinarily carried rails to New Zealand. There was no accommodation for officers
and they had to sleep on the deck, without any shelter. Fortunately it was
beautiful weather during the crossing to the French port of Le Havre, where the
battalion arrived on the night of 16 August. The battalion disembarked and had a
few hours sleep in a shed, before being entrained the next morning, and left at
2000 hours, arriving at Landrecies at midday on 18 August. As with all of the
other battalions in the British Expeditionary Force during the early stage of the
Great War, John’s battalion made a number of changes in locations, until it
moved into defensive trenches west of Le Cateau on 25 August 1914. Orders
were then received from the 13th Brigade Headquarters instructing the battalion
that “Their will be NO retirement for the fighting troops; fill your trenches with
water, food and ammunition, as far as you can.” The following day the Germans
attacked John’s battalion, and its positions were initially held until being
surrounded on three sides, and 2nd Battalion, King’'s Own Yorkshire Light
Infantry and their opponents became embroiled in hand-to-hand fighting. In his
war history of the regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Reginald Capleston Bond wrote
“There was no surrender. The occupants of the trenches were mobbed and
swamped by the rising tide of grey-coated Germans.” The fighting stopped at
about 1630 hours, and the survivors of John’s battalion withdrew along the
Reumont road to Estrées, by which time the battalion had suffered 18 officer and
582 other rank casualties, of which it was later learned that 310 of them were
prisoners of war, of which 170 of them had been wounded. Numbered amongst
those wounded and captured was 42 year old Major Charles Allix Lavington
Yate, who died on 20 September 1914 from his wounds received at Le Cateau,
whilst he was in a Prisoner-of-War Camp at Targau, Germany. For his heroism
displayed on 26 August 1914 he was posthumously awarded the Victoria Cross.
Lance Corporal Frederick William Holmes, of the same battalion was also
awarded the Victoria Cross for his actions on 26 August 1914. Frederick was
also a recipient of the Medaille Militaire (France), and was later commissioned as
a Second Lieutenant in The Green Howards. Frederick survived the Great War
and died in Port Augusta, South Australia on 22 October 1969.
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HARRIS, GEORGE. No clear trace at this time.

HILLS, HENRY JAMES. Serjeant, 41670.

1st Battalion, South Staffordshire Regiment.

Died 26 October 1917. Aged 22.

Born and resided Eythorne, Dover, Kent. Enlisted St. Pauls Churchyard, London.
Son of James Hills of Jubilee Cottage, Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Husband of Edith Ellen Hills of Ockley House, Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 90 to 92 and 162 to 162A.

Formerly 14198, Norfolk Regiment. At the time of the 1901 census, the Hills
family resided at Sandwich Road, Eythorne, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was
37 year old Northbourne, Kent native James Hills, who was employed as a
Grocers Porter. Henry was killed in action near Tower Hamlets on the Ypres
Salient, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

KEMP, JOHN THOMAS. Private, 33776.

8th (Service) Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.

Died 2 August 1917.

Born Goodnestone, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Sandwich, Kent. Resided
Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Buried Holy Cross Churchyard, Goodnestone, Kent. Grave Ref: Near East Gate.
Also commemorated on Great War memorial plague which is located in the
parish church of Holy Cross Goodnestone, Kent.

Formerly 12360, Army Service Corps. John was probably the son of Edward and
Martha Kemp. At the time of the 1901 census, the Kemp family resided at Clay
Pits, Goodnestone, Kent. Head of the house was 54 year old Sholden, Kent
native Edward Kemp, who was employed as a Brewers Maltman.

KIRBY, ARTHUR. Corporal, 14692.

Guards “X” Trench Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery.

Died 12 May 1916. Aged 19.

Born Woolwich Green, Kent. Enlisted Dover. Resided Eythorne, Kent.

Son of William and Elizabeth Kirby of The Green, Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Buried Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: VI.C.44.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Kirby family resided at The Green,
Womenswold, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was 48 year old Canterbury, Kent
native William Kirby, who was employed as a Pork Butcher. Arthur, who died of
wounds, was posted to France with the Royal Garrison Artillery on 15 July 1915.

LITTLE, ERNEST. No clear trace at this time.
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MAITLAND, RICHARD. Private, M/352996.

1020th Motor Transport Company, Army Service Corps.

Died 28 August 1918. Aged 27.

Born Aberdeen, Scotland. Enlisted and resided Edinburgh, Scotland.

Grandson of the late Mrs. Maitland of 2, Cobden Terrace, Edinburgh, Scotland.
Buried Tehran War Cemetery, Gulhek, Iran. Grave Ref: V. D. 6.

Richard enlisted in the army on 29 July 1917, at which time he stated that he was
26 years and 5 months old, and that he was a Pawn Broker and Student of
Divinity, residing at 435, Paisley Road West, Glasgow, Scotland, which was the
home of his mother, Mrs. Elizabeth Hopkirk who he named as his next of kin.
Richard was called up for military service on 9 October 1917, and he initially
served in the 52nd Training Reserve Battalion as Private, 2/2501, prior to being
transferred to serve in the Army Service Corps on 29 November 1917. On 5
December 1917 he passed a Learners Test (Ford Driver) at the Mechanical
Transport Depot, Army Service Corps, Grove Park, Lee, London. SE. Richard
was stationed at Bulford Camp, Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire when he received
notification of his imminent posting to serve in Mesopotamia. He sailed from
Southampton on 7 January 1918, and arrived at Basrah, Mesopotamia on 22
February 1918. Richard was admitted to hospital at Harnadan, Mesopotamia on
23 June 1918 having been diagnosed as suffering from Malaria. He died on 28
August 1918 of a Tubercular Kidney, whilst he was receiving treatment as a
patient at the 20th Field Ambulance, Kermanshah, Mesopotamia. Tehran War
Cemetery where Richard is at rest is situated within the British Embassy
residential compound at Gulhek, Iran. The War Cemetery was built in 1962, and
there are now 412 Commonwealth burials of the Great War, 13 of which are
unidentified, commemorated in this site. There are also 152 Commonwealth
burials of the Second World War commemorated there. Richard is the only Great
War casualty commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission,
despite checking several other data sources, no obvious connection to Eythorne
was found. Possibly in the fullness of time the reason why Richard is
commemorated at Eythorne will be revealed, if he is in fact the correct casualty.

MORELY, ROBERT WILLIAM. Private, G/2458.

8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 8 October 1915.

Born Harefield, Uxbridge, Middlesex. Enlisted Eythorne, Dover, Kent. Resided
Sarre Court, Sarre, Birchington, Isle of Thanet, Kent.

Son of Robert Morley and Elizabeth Morley of 16, Stirling Road, Wealdstone,
Harrow, Middlesex.

Buried Cologne Southern Cemetery, Germany. Grave Ref: XIIl.A.4.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Morley family resided at Mile End, Hairfield,
Middlesex. Head of the house was 35 year old Harefield, Uxbridge, Middlesex
native Robert Morley (senior), who was employed as a General Labourer. Robert
(junior) was posted to France on 31 August 1915. He died of wounds whilst in
enemy hands as a prisoner of war in Germany.
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NORRIS, SAM. Officer's Steward 1st Class, 363319.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Bulwark.

Died 26 November 1914. Aged 35.

Born Eythorne, Dover, Kent 2 May 1879.

Son of Stephen and Hannah Norris.

Commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Panel 5.

At the time of the 1901 census, Sam was residing at 1, Cambridge Gate, St.
Pancras, London, where he was employed as a Footman, at the home of 72 year
old retired Master of the High Court; Twynichoe W Erle. Commanded by 45 year
old Captain Guy Lutley Sclater R.N. of Odiham, Hampshire, H.M.S Bulwark, a
15,700 ton London class battleship exploded at 0753 hours on Thursday 26
November 1914. The massive explosion was probably due to an accidental
ignition in the shell magazine, whilst she was anchored at buoy 17 at Kethole
Reach on the River Medway, some four miles off Sheerness, Isle of Sheppey,
Kent. The explosion killed 51 officers and 745 ratings. Five of the 14 naval
ratings who survived the initial explosion died later of their wounds, and virtually
all of the others were seriously wounded, although a few were virtually
unscathed. There are mass and individual graves at Woodlands Cemetery
Gillingham, Kent, of some of the crew of H.M.S. Bulwark that lost their lives.

SIFFLEET, ALFRED LIONELL. Sergeant, 205169.

12th Battalion, Tank Corps.

Died 2 September 1918. Aged 26.

Born Malta. Enlisted Broadoak, Sussex? Resided Eastbourne, Sussex.

Son of Mary Goodwin (formerly Siffleet) of 2, Brook Street, Dover, Kent, and of
the late Alfred Lionel Siffleet.

Husband of Florence Alice Siffleet (née Wood) of 12, St George’'s Road,
Eastbourne, Sussex.

Buried Mory Abbey Military Cemetery, Mory, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: III.F.5.

Formerly Sergeant, 1720, Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles. Alfred was posted to
Gallipoli on 24 September 1915. Alfred and Florence’s marriage was registered
in the Eastbourne, Sussex, Registration District during the fourth quarter of 1917.
On 24 April 1918, Alfred’s 18 year old brother Stephen Henry Siffleet, who was
born at Parkhurst, Isle of Wight on 19 March 1900, enlisted in the army, and
initially served in the 52nd (Young Soldiers) Battalion, Rifle Brigade. On the
completion of his training, Stephen served as Rifleman, 60988, in the Rifle
Brigade, and was discharged on 17 February 1920. Alfred Lionel Siffleet (senior),
who was born at Chatham, Kent in 1860, died at Dover, Kent in 1903, and had
been a regular soldier for several years. Although Alfred (junior) is shown in/on
‘Soldiers Died in the Great War,” as having enlisted at Broadoak, Sussex, which
of course might be correct. Bearing in mind the thousands of errors that are
recorded infon SDGW, and only speculation on the part of the transcriber of
these brief commemorations, it might be the case that like many members of the
Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles, Alfred may have actually enlisted at Broadoak,
Sturry, Canterbury, Kent.
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WINTER, WILLIAM JAMES. Private, S/9741.

7th (Service) Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders.

Died 12 October 1916.

Enlisted Dover, Kent.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 15 C.
William was posted to France on 31 December 1915. As a battalion of the 26th
Brigade, 9th (Scottish) Division, the 7th (Service) Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders
entrained at Bécourt for Mametz on 9 October 1916, and from there marched to
Bazentin-le-Grand. The battalion later moved forward into trenches north-east of
Eaucourt I'Abbaye. On the day that William died, his battalion took part in an
attack on a German position named Snag Trench. Whilst advancing on the right
the battalion suffered heavily from machine gun fire upon entering No Man's
Land, and the supporting British barrage falling short also caused casualties. At
0300 hours the following day the survivors of the battalion were relieved, and
went to Bazentin- le-Grand, at which time it was found that the casualties
suffered by the battalion since 10 October numbered 467. Regretably, a not
insignificant number of William’s comrades who were wounded during the attack
which had cost him his life, died post 12 October 1916.

WYBORN, CECIL GORDON. Private G/1453.

8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 26 September 1915. Aged 19.

Born Alkham, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent. Resided Malling, Kent.

Son of Edith Annie Wyborn of 39, Mount Sion, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, and
of the late Arthur Wyborn. Formerly of Birling Manor Estate, Malling, Kent.
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 19.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Wyborn family resided at The Green,
Eythorne, Dover, Kent. Head of house was 36 year old Eythorne native Arthur
Wyborn, who was a Farmer employing staff. The oldest of the boys of Arthur and
Edith Wyborn that was recorded as being at home on the night of the census,
was Arthur Herbert Wyborn who was born at Nonnington, Dover, Kent on 3 July
1891, and during the Great War served in the Royal Navy, including serving on
H.M.S. Vanguard. Cecil enlisted in the army on 8 September 1914, at which time
he stated that he was 19 years and 9 months old. He was posted to the 8th
(Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) in which he then remained
until his death. Cecil was posted to France on 31 August 1915. For details of the
days events appertaining to the 8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment) on the day that Cecil lost his life, please also see the brief
commemoration of William Goldsack who is also commemorated on the
Eythorne civic war memorial. Following his death, Cecil was posted as ‘Missing,’
but on 1 September 1916 the Army Council made the decision that for official
purposes, it could be assumed that Cecil had died in action on or after 26
September 1915. On the day that he fell, Cyril and Eythorne resident William
Goldsack were numbered amongst 158 other ranks fatalities that were suffered
by the 8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), the majority of
which are commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.
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The Great War

1914 -1919
Lost Men

BEER, ERNEST. Staff Serjeant (Farrier), T2/9639.

Horse Transport, 41st Divisional H.Q., Royal Army Service Corps.

Died 4 May 1919. Aged 41.

Born Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Son of William and Elizabeth Beer of Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Husband of Daisy Elizabeth Beer (née Page) of 1, Ayton Road, Ramsgate, Isle of
Thanet, Kent.

Buried Cologne Southern Cemetery, Koéln (Cologne), Nordrhein-Westfal,
Germany. Grave Ref: Ill. F. 17.

Ernest was posted to serve in the British Expeditionary Force on 29 September
1915. Regretably, Ernest has also not been commemorated on the
Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent civic war memorial.

BERRY, JOHN NORWOOD. Private, G/9362.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 4 August 1916.

Born and resided Eythorne, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent.

Son of John and Jane Berry of Canterbury Lodge, Eythorne, Dover, Kent.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 5 D,
and on the Coldred, Dover, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Berry family resided at Waldershare Park,
Coldred, Dover, Kent. Head of house was 45 year old Eythorne native John
Berry, who was employed as a Kennel Groom. The then 15 year old John (junior)
was employed as an Agricultural Labourer, and John’s brother; 9 year old
Weston Berry who is the next casualty briefly commemorated was still a Scholar.
On the evening of 3 August 1916 the 6th battalion prepared to take part in an
attack during the fighting on the Poziéres Ridge near the village of Thiepval on
the Somme. The battalions’ objective being a trench system of strong points
called “Ration Trench”, zero hour was set for 2315 hours, but just over two hours
prior to the battalion going on the offensive enemy artillery bombarded their
trenches, fortunately some French gunners were quick of the mark and returned
fire with gas shells which silenced the German artillery and doubtlessly saved the
lives of some of the waiting Buffs, eventually the attack was launched at the
planned time, after successfully attacking, capturing and consolidating their
gains, following the action the battalion were relieved and retired to Martinsart
Wood where a roll call was taken which revealed that the battalion had lost 4
officers and 114 other ranks casualties in this action. Mention should be made of
the part played by 20 year old Lieutenant Alexander J. Harmer on the night of 3/4
August, quarter of an hour before the main attack by the battalion he led a
bombing party out of the trenches to deal with an enemy machine gun, which
was expected to play a significant role in hampering the Buffs assault on Ration
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Trench when it got under way, ‘Alex’ and his men did deal with the offending
machine gun but in the process the gallant young officer was mortally wounded,
he died in hospital at Rouen on 7 October 1916, for his gallantry he was awarded
the Military Cross.

BERRY, WESTON. Private, 42771.

1st Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).

Died 31 July 1917. Aged 24.

Born Coldred, Dover, Kent. Enlisted and resided Dover, Kent.

Son of John and Jane Berry of Canterbury Lodge, Eythorne, Dover, Kent.
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 6,
and on the Coldred, Dover, Kent civic war memorial.

For brief additional family details please see the commemoration of Weston’s
brother; John Norwood Berry the last casualty commemorated above.

INGRAM, PERCY T. Pioneer, 25801.

3rd Air Line Section Signals, Royal Engineers.

Died 29 November 1918. Aged 26.

Son of Edith Gouch (formerly Ingram) of 1, Lime Tree Cottages, Upper Eythorne,
Dover, Kent, and of the late Samuel Ingram.

Buried Kirechkoi-Hortakoi Military Cemetery, Exochi, Greece. Grave Ref: 513.
Formerly Driver, 25801, Royal Engineers. Percy was posted to France on 8
September 1914, at which time he was Driver serving in the 12th Field Company,
Royal Engineers. When Great Britain declared war on Germany, the War Office
issued orders for the mobilisation of the British Expeditionary Force in
accordance with the existing plan. The 13 Field Companies of the Royal
Engineers which were then serving at home on a peacetime establishment were
reorganised, to create twelve Field Companies, two for each of the six Divisions
of the British Expeditionary Force. Men required to bring these Field Companies
up to war establishment units, came from the Royal Engineers Training Depot at
Aldershot, Hampshire (mounted men), and from the Royal Engineers Reserve
Battalion and Depot Companies which were based at Chatham, Kent
(dismounted men). The 12th Field Company, Royal Engineers in which Percy
had served in with the British Expeditionary Force, was assigned to the 6th
Division which was a peacetime Division of the pre Great War army which was
stationed in England and Ireland and at the commencement of war, and was
ordered on mobilisation to concentrate near Cambridge. By early September it
was fully equipped and trained. On the 10 September 1914 it landed at St.
Nazaire and proceeded to the Western Front, where it remained throughout the
war. The Division arrived in time to reinforce the hard-pressed British
Expeditionary Force on the river Aisne, before the whole of the British army was
moved north into Flanders. Air Line Section Signals, Royal Engineers were
responsible for the wires along which signals, telephones etc were transmitted in
the air, as a Pioneer, Percy would have been employed on General Duties. In
September 1918, the world-wide Influenza epidemic began which raged for three
months, and filled about three quarters of the cemetery where Percy is at rest.
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LEE, HENRY. Driver, T4/238990.
No. 1 Company (Southport), Army Service Corps.

Died 17 June 1917.

Born Camberwell, Surrey. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Lower Eythorne,
Dover, Kent.

Buried St. Mary’s Churchyard, Woodnesborough, Sandwich, Kent.

Grave Ref: East of Church, near East boundary.

Commemorated on the Woodnesborough, Sandwich, Kent civic war memorial,
and on the ‘Woodnesborough Roll of Honour,” which commemorates the parish
war dead from, or resultant of both the two world wars, and which is located in
the parish church of St. Mary the Blessed Virgin, Woodnesborough.

Henry has a Medal Index Card entry indicative of overseas active service during
the Great War.

MARSH, ARTHUR WILLIAM. Private, G/429.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 14 October 1915. Aged 25.

Born Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided
Barfrestone, Dover, Kent.

Son of Harry and Emily Marsh (née Coleman) of Soles Farm, Frogham,
Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Buried Sailly-Labourse Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.
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Grave Ref: K. 9.

Commemorated on the Nonnington, Dover, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census the Marsh family resided at Northbourne, Kent.
Head of the house was 39 year old East Langdon, Dover, Kent native Harry
Marsh who was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a
Farm Waggoner. Prior to residing at Soles Farm, Frogham, Eythorne, the Marsh
family had resided at Phoenix Cottage, Frogham, Eythorne, Kent, and the School
House, Barfreston, Dover, Kent. Arthur enlisted in the army at Canterbury, Kent,
on 31 August 1914, at which time he stated that he was aged 24 years and 4
months, and that he was employed as a Farm Labourer. Initially Arthur was
posted to the Regimental Depot of The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at
Canterbury, Kent, until being posted to the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment) on 3 September 1915 having completed his basic training.
Arthur served on the Western Front from 1 June 1915, and was recorded as
having died of wounds. Regretably, Arthur has also not been commemorated on
the Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent civic war memorial. Arthur was one of the three
other ranks serving in the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment) who died of wounds on 14 October 1915. Unfortunately it has not
been possible at the time of transcribing, to ascertain where, when, or how he
had been mortally wounded. Although no relevant casualty card or any other
similar supporting documentation has been sighted by the transcriber of these
brief commemorations, it would however seem very likely that Arthur's wounds
were inflicted on the day prior to his demise. For military historians and other
interest parties, and in particular anybody who has had a specific interest in “The
Buffs” throughout its long proud existence, certain dates and events appertaing
to the regiment, for a variety of reasons both good and bad immediately spring to
mind. The pointless and disastrous heroic attack that was carried out by the 6th
(Service) Battalion on Wednesday 13 October 1915 during the ‘Battle of Loos
1915’ is one such date. Unfortunately it is recalled not just for the gallantry
displayed by all ranks on that fateful day, but also by the number of the battalion
casualty return entries. Numerous commentators both professional and amateur,
over quite a large span of years have made justifiable comments along the lines
that the overall casualties and losses to The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) during
the ‘Battle of Loos 1915," are comparable to those of the ‘Pals Battalions’ that
suffered so cruelly during the ‘Battle of the Somme’ the following year. Every time
that the transcriber of these brief commemorations views the Loos Memorial at
Dud Corner Cemetery, although visited numerous times, the events of the battle
and the regiments involvement are recalled, as numbering 659 casualties, The
Buffs (East Kent Regiment) is sadly the regiment with the sixth highest number of
its soldiers commemorated on the memorial, and apart from the ‘Book of Life’ in
the Warriors Chapel at Canterbury Cathedral, Kent, those honoured on the Loos
Memorial constitute the largest remembrance of the regiments fallen anywhere in
the world. During the battle the 8th (Service) Battalion had 558 known casualties
including 24 officers, and the 6th (Service) Battalion had 409 known casualties
including 18 officers. It should also be noted that only 7 members of the 6th
(Service) Battalion, who fell on 13 October 1915 are at rest in marked graves, the
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remainder having no known resting place and are all commemorated on the Loos
Memorial. On 11 October 1915 after a bitter and costly struggle by both sides
engaged in the action, the German army recovered part of the Hohenzollern
Redoubt and the made a resolute attack near Loos which was repulsed at an
enormous cost. Two days later, orders were issued from the headquarters of the
12th (Eastern) Division for an attack on Hulluch, which were very detailed and
precise in every respect. The 37th Brigade which had included Arthur’s battalion
was to be strengthened by a company of the Northamptonshire Regiment, with
the 69th Field Company, Royal Engineers being tasked with joining up with the
35th Brigade. Unlike many other attacks which took place in the early hours of
the morning, with darkness affording some protection, but the attack on
Wednesday 13 October 1915 was scheduled to commence at 1400 hours in
broad daylight. To help compensate for the use of lack of natural light, a
smokescreen was detailed to be formed by the use of Threlfallite grenades and
smoke candles. To help achieve the desired smokescreen, 1,000 Threlfallite
grenades were issued to the troops holding the trenches, with two grenades
being thrown into No Man’s Land every four minutes, twenty five yards apart. The
smoke candles were to be grouped together at the same distance and thrown
over the parapet every two minutes. The objective that was designated for
assault by the 6th (Service) Battalion at Hulluch on 13 October 1915 was called
‘Gun Trench.’ As part of the plans for the attack by the 12th (Eastern) Division, a
comprehensive plan of fire for the supporting artillery was drawn up which was
timed to commence at noon and pause at 1257 hours for three minutes. At the
resumption of the artillery bombardment rapid fire was ordered of a minute,
thereafter resuming a rate of fire as prior to the brief cessation of firing, until 1400
hours when the infantry attack commenced. The decision by the planning officers
re the artillery sequence of fire was quite sound, the thinking behind same being
that the three minute respite of firing would fool the opposition into thinking that it
was the start of an infantry attack, and that they would then quickly man their
trenches and get caught by the brief bombardment of rapid fire. It was also
envisaged that when the artillery ceased fire at 1400 hours with the
commencement of the infantry attack, the Germans would think that it was
another ploy by the British to lure them back into the trenches. But as is
sometimes the case in war, not all went according to the thorough plans that had
been drawn up. Arguably the most costly setbacks on the actual day being the
unsuccessful artillery barrages, combined with wholly ineffective smokescreen
which was intended to hide the advance across No Mans Land, to the German
lines on the reverse slope at ‘Gun Trench.” Quite literally within minutes on
Wednesday 13 October 1915, 189 men in the 6th (Service) Battalion were killed,
and at least another 222 are known to have been wounded to varying degrees of
severity, some of whom sadly had been mortally wounded, the majority of the
deaths and woundings were as the result of well placed enemy machine guns.
Resulting from the events carried out by Arthur's battalion on 13 October 1915
which was its first battle of the war, other assaulting battalions were able to make
significant gains.
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Second World War

1939 — 1945

ARBUCKLE , GEORGE. Leading Seaman, C/SSX 26900.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Hurst Castle. (K416).

Died 1September 1944. Aged 23.

Son of George and Esther Arbuckle (née Berry) of Eythorne, Dover, Kent.
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 74. Column 3, as shown
above, and in the Dover, Kent, Second World War Book of Rememberance.
H.M.S. Hurst Castle on which George was serving at the time of his death was a
1,010 ton Castle class corvette, which had been built in the same year as her
loss, by the Caledon Shipbuilding & Engineering Co Ltd, of Dundee, Scotland.
She was attacked at 0822 hours on 1 September 1944; and was hit by a Gnat
torpedo fired from the type VIIIC German submarine U-482, and sank north of
Troy Island, Donegal, Ireland. The corvette served in the British B1 Escort Group,
and was escorting the convoy CU-36 at the time of her loss. The survivors from
the ship were picked up by the Royal Navy destroyer H.M.S. Ambuscade (D38).
At the time of the sinking of H.M.S. Hurst Castle, the U-482 was commanded by
29 year old Kapitanleutnant, Graf von Hartmut Matuschka, Freiherr von
Toppolczan und Spaetgen, who died with the rest of the other 47 crew members
of the U-482, when it was sunk on 25 November 1944 in the North Atlantic to the
west of the Shetland Islands, by depth charges fired from the Royal Navy frigate
H.M.S. Ascension. The birth of George (junior) was registered in the Eastry,
Kent, Registration District during the second quarter of 1921.

DAVIES, GLYN. No clear trace at this time.

AT RN . LI

FAULKNER , HERBERT FRASER. Lieutenant, 117065.

27th Field Regiment, Royal Atrtillery.

Died 1 June 1940. Aged 29.

Born Canterbury, Kent. Resided Kent.

Son of Mr. and Mrs. J Faulkner of 6, New Road, Eythorne, Dover, Kent.
Commemorated on the Dunkirk Memorial, Nord, France. Column 7, as shown
above.

Herbert had enlisted in the army as a regular soldier in the Royal Artillery as a
Boy in 1926 at the age of 15. He was serving as an Acting Battery Sergeant
Major in the Royal Artillery, when he was given an Emergency Wartime
Commission as a Lieutenant in the Royal Artillery on Saturday 3 February 1940.
Herbert’s birth was registered in the Canterbury, Kent, Registration District during
the first quarter of 1911.
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FERMOR, SYDNEY CHARLES. Flight Sergeant (Navigator), 1390455.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 96 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died Monday 17 May 1943. Aged 24.

Son of Charles and Eva Fermor (née Causier) of Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Buried Rambouillet Communal Cemetery, Yvelines, France.

Also commemorated at the Boys Grammar School, Dover, Kent.

Sydney was a pupil at the above school from 1928 to 1937. On 18 December
1940, No. 422 Flight, a Hurricane night-fighter unit at Cranage, Bayle, Cheshire
was redesignated No. 96 Squadron. In February 1941 it received Boulton & Paul
Defiant’s as additional equipment and flew night patrols over Merseyside and the
Midlands. Bristol Beaufighter's arrived in May 1942 and in April 1943 the
Squadron started to fly intruder missions using R.A.F. Ford, Sussex, as an
advanced base. In June 1943 the Squadron converted to Mosquitoes and
resumed defensive operations in August from Church Fenton. In September it
moved to Scotland for two months before coming south to Kent. After the
Normandy landings, the Squadron provided night cover over the landing areas,
and was soon engaged in countering flying-bombs launched against London at
night. On 12 December 1944, the Squadron was disbanded. Sydney is at rest
next to fellow crew member Flying Officer (Navigator) Anthony Hunt, at
Rambouillet Communal Cemetery, which contains three Commonwealth
casualties, one of which is from the Great War. Sydney’s birth was registered in
the Malling, Kent, Registration District during the fourth quarter of 1918.

GAVIN, HENRY WILLIAM. Fusilier, 70411660.

2nd Battalion, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers (Princess Victoria’s).

Died 28 May 1940. Aged 37.

Born London. Resided South West London.

Son of Henry and Frances Gavin.

Husband of Violet Gavin (née Dunkling) of 2, Larch Road, Elvington, Eythorne,
Dover, Kent.

Buried Pollinkhove Churchyard, Lo-Reninge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

Grave Ref: 7.

Pre war member of the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers (Princess Victoria’'s). Initially,
Henry was reported as missing and wounded, but he was later confirmed as
having been killed in action at Polinchove, Douai, Belgium, during the retreat by
the British Expeditionary Force. Henry’'s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel
F.J. Lefroy, who had been cut off and was captured during the retreat, he was
subsequently awarded the Distinguished Service Order for his "determined and
fearless leadership." Henry’'s birth was registered in the Camberwell, London,
Registration District during the fourth quarter of 1903.

HAWKINS, FRANCIS. No clear trace at this time.
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HIMSWORTH, RICHARD HENRY. Ordinary Seaman, C/JX 189339.

Royal Navy, H.M.S Southampton.

Died 11 January 1941. Aged 23.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Beatrice Himsworth (née Hussey) and the late Richard Himsworth.
Husband of Brenda Mary Himsworth (née Clayson) of Forstal House, Eythorne,
Dover, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 44. Column 3, as shown
above, and at the Dover Boys Grammar School.

Built by the John Brown Shipbuilding & Engineering Company Ltd., of Clydebank,
Scotland, H.M.S Southampton was a 9100 ton Southampton class light cruiser
which was commissioned on 6 March 1937, and was one of five of her type
constructed for the Royal Navy. Richard’s ship with a compliment of 700 was
commanded by Captain B.C.B. Brooke, R.N., and was heavily damaged in the
Central Mediterranean, approximately 195 nautical miles east-south-east of the
island of Malta, by German Ju-87 dive-bombers on 11 January 1941, which
resulted in 81 men onboard the ship being killed. The crippled light cruiser was
subsequently sunk by torpedoes fired from two Royal Navy ships, the H.M.S.
Orion and H.M.S. Gloucester. Richard’s birth was registered in the Eastry, Kent,
Registration District during the first quarter of 1918.

JAMES, ANTHONY LANGFORD. Flight Sergeant (Air Bomber), 1801848.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 189 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died 2 February 1945. Aged 21.

Son of William Edgar Robert James and Doris Gertrude James (née Langford) of
Dover, Kent.

Buried Durnbach War Cemetery, Bad Tolz, Bayern, Germany. Grave Ref: 1.F.20.
Also commemorated as ‘Tony Langford’ at the Dover Boys Grammar School.
Anthony was amongst the 7 crew of Lancaster PB840 CA-K which was being
flown by 21 year old Flying Officer, William Desmond Kelly, R.A.A.F. of Brisbane,
Queensland, Australia, when it took off at 2118 hours from R.A.F. Fulbeck,
Grantham, Lincolnshire, on 2 February 1945. The Lancaster was in a force of
aircraft comprised of 250 Lancasters and 11 Mosquitos of No.5 Group which
were taking part in a raid on the city of Karlsruhe in south west Germany. Cloud
cover over the target area caused the raid on Karlsruhe to be a complete failure.
Reports emanating from Karlsruhe revealed that the raid had resulted in no
casualties, and only a few bombs. The report mentions dive bombers, which
presumably were the Mosquito marker aircraft trying to establish their position.
The raid of 2/3 February 1945, was a fortunate escape for Karlsruhe in its last
major raid there by Royal Air Force, Bomber Command during the Second World
War. Although the city of Karlsruhe suffered no casualties as the result of the
above raid, unfortunately the situation was not also the case with the raids
participants, as 14 Lancasters were lost, which resulted in many fatalities.
Anthony’s squadron, which had all been based at R.A.F. Fulbeck, lost 4 of its 19
aircraft on the raid. Only one member of the crew of Lancaster bomber PB840
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CA-K survived when the aircraft crashed at Unterbwisheim in the district of
Karlsruhe, Baden-Wirttemberg, Germany, about 4 miles to the north-east of
Bruchsai. Anthony was moved to lie with his comrades as he was initially interred
in the Ulstatadtfriedhof near Unteréwisheim, Germany, on 9 February 1945. The
site for Durnbach War Cemetery was chosen, shortly after hostilities had ceased,
by officers of the British Army and Air Force, in conjunction with officers of the
American Occupation Forces in whose zone Durnbach lay. The great majority of
those buried here are airmen shot down over Bavaria, Wurtemberg, Austria,
Hessen and Thuringia, brought from their scattered graves by the Army Graves
Service. Only Sergeant R.F. Dyson, G.M. survived the crash, and is reported to
have been found by a German civilian who delivered him up to an Oberleutnant
Workaensfer at Dienssteele, who in turn had him admitted to a hospital in
Karlsruhe. Sergeant Dyson who was a pre-war regular member of the R.A.F. was
later interned in Camp 7A. Despite being wounded, he fortunately also survived
the war and was repatriated on 11 May 1945. Sergeant Dyson was awarded the
George Medal for the brave actions he displayed, despite his own injuries, when
Lancaster bomber PB745 CA-Q of 189 Squadron, Royal Air Force crashed at
Saltby, Leicestershire, on the night of 26/27 November 1944, at which time three
of the crew were killed, and regrettably others later died due to their injuries.
Anthony’s birth was registered in the Eastry, Kent, Registration District during the
second quarter of 1923.

i -y T
OATES, WILLIAM LEONARD. Stoker 1st Class, C/KX 93378.
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Duchess.
Died 12 December 1939. Aged 20.
Son of George Elijah Oates and Florence Beatrice Oates (née Nicholson) of
Elvington, Eythorne, Kent.
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 33. Column 3, as shown
above.
Built by Palmers Shipbuilding & Iron Co Ltd of Jarrow-on-Tyne, H.M.S. Duchess
was a 1375 ton D class destroyer, and was commissioned on 24 January 1933.
On 12 December 1939 H.M.S. Duchess, commanded by 34 year old Lieutenant
Commander Robert Charles Meadows White, R.N. was arriving in the river Clyde
and escorting the Queen Elizabeth class battleship H.M.S. Barham. At 0400
hours in the North Channel, when both ships were zigzagging approximately nine
nautical miles off the Mull of Kintyre, they collided, at which time the much larger
and heavier battleship H.M.S. Barham cut H.M.S. Duchess in half. At a later
Admiralty Board of Enquirey into the tragedy, it was deduced that the fog which
prevailed in the area at the time of the destroyers’ loss was a major contributory
factor, and also noted that there were only 23 survivors of the 160
crew. Numbered amongst those lost was the destroyers’ commander, who was
the son of Sir Robert Eaton White, Bt., and Lady White of Woodbridge, Suffolk.
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PROSSER, NORMAN JAMES. Private, 6289212.

2nd Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).

Drowned 17 June 1940. Aged 21.

Born Suffolk. Resided Kent.

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Prosser.

Buried Prefailles Communal Cemetery, Loire-Atlantique, France. Grave Ref: 1
Norman was numbered amongst the victims of the sinking of H.M.T. Lancastria.
Contrary to the popular belief which now seems to prevail in some quarters, the
evacuation of the British and French troops from France in 1940 did not end with
the Dunkirk evacuations. British and French forces were still being rescued at
least two weeks later when Britain’s worst maritime disaster of the Second World
War took place. On Monday 17 June 1940, the 16,000 ton Cunard liner which
was in use as a troopship, the H.M.T. Lancastria lay approximately five miles off
St. Nazaire, France in the estuary of the River Loire, and was embarking
soldiers, Royal Air Force personnel, and also civilian refugees including women
and children, all of whom were being evacuated from France, when the country
was on the verge of collapse. The exact nhumbers onboard the ship will almost
certainly never be known, but probably exceeded 6000; although some
commentators have estimated the casualty number to be as high as 9000, but
that figure is almost certainly wild speculation, The H.M.T. Lancastria was
attacked and hit by bombs from German Junkers Ju 88 aircraft which were
probably aircraft of KG 30, which caused the ship to roll over and sink within
twenty minutes. Although it is not known for certain which Luftwaffe formation the
bombers belong to, or even for certain, exactly what type of aircraft they were,
but the general consensus has been that they were Ju 88s. Aircraft of II./ KG 30
who exclusively flew Junkers Ju 88 aircraft, and are known to have been
attacking shipping in the estuary of the River Loire, at the time of the loss of
H.M.T. Lancastria. Norman’s birth was registered in the Mutford, Lowestoft,
Suffolk, Registration District during the third quarter of 1919.

SHEPPARD, MAURICE D. Lance Corporal, 6285686.

1st Battalion, The Buffs, (Royal East Kent Regiment).

Died 4 October 1942. Aged 26.

Born Rotherham, Yorkshire. Resided Kent.

Son of George Clement and Sarah Shepherd (née Cuckson) of Elvington,
Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Buried Prague War Cemetery, Olsany, Czech Republic. Grave Ref: IV.B.1.

Pre war member of The Buffs, (Royal East Kent Regiment). Prague War
Cemetery where Maurice is at rest was constructed by the Czechoslovak
Government, to plans provided by the Imperial War Graves Commission, under
the terms of the War Graves Agreement of 3 March 1949. It contains 256
Commonwealth burials of the Second World War, 34 of which are unidentified.
The graves were brought into the cemetery from 73 small cemeteries scattered
all over the Czech Republic. Many of those buried at the cemetery died as
Prisoners of War. Maurice was probably taken prison by the Germans during the
North Africa Campaign, and that he died whilst he was a prisoner of war.
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SMITH, WILLIAM JAMES ARCHIBALD. Petty Officer Stoker, C/K 64446.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Duchess.

Died 12 December 1939. Aged 35.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Mrs Clay (formerly Smith) of Wigmore Cottages, Eythorne, Dover, Kent.
Husband of Elsie Smith (née Sedgwick) of 62, Folkestone Road, Dover, Kent.
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 33. Column 3, as shown
above.

Please also see the earlier brief commemoration in rememberance of William
Oates, re the details appertaining to H.M.S. Duchess. William’s birth was
registered in the Dover, Kent, Registration District during the fourth quarter of
1904. Sadly the loss of her husband was not the sole bereavement that Elsie
Smith suffered during the Second World War. On 15 October 1942, William
Frederick Smith, who was the 10 year son of William and Elsie died from his
injuries at the Royal Victoria, Waldershare, Tilmanstone, Dover, Kent, which he
suffered as the result of a mortar bomb explosion. William (junior) and some
friends had been collecting mortar bombs in a wheel barrow at an army training
ground, and having found a live mortar, they then took turns in throwing it at a
gate post which ultimately resulted in a detonation. The birth of William Frederick
Smith was registered in the Dover, Kent, Registration District during the first
quarter of 1932.

WILLIAMS , HAROLD. Lance Bombadier, 818943.

1 Regiment, Royal Horse Atrtillery.

Died 22 November 1941. Aged 29.

Born Shropshire. Resided Canterbury, Kent.

Son of George and Fanny Williams of Elvington, Dover, Kent.

Buried Tobruk War Cemetery, Libya. Grave Ref: 2.B.5.

Also commemorated on the Canterbury, Kent civic war memorial.

At the commencement of the Second World War, 1 Regiment, Royal Horse
Artillery was based at Bulford Camp, Salisbury Plain, Wiltshire. On 21 October
1939, Harold’'s regiment was part of the 51st (Highland) Division, and in 1940
fought at Saint Valery where most of the regiment was captured after severe
fighting, when the 51st (Highland) Division, and French troops surrendered to
Erwin Rommel on 12 June1940. Some batteries managed to escape from France
after the Battle of Dunkirk. Harold’s regiment reformed and was deployed to
North Africa in October 1940. Harold died whilst taking part in the ‘Siege of
Tobruk’ which was a lengthy confrontation between Allied and Axis forces in
Libya, North Africa during the Western Desert Campaign. The siege started on
10 April 1941, when Tobruk was attacked by an German- Italian- force under the
command of Erwin Rommel, and which continued for 240 days, when it was
relieved by the soldiers of the British Eighth Army during ‘Operation Crusader.’
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Second World War

1939 — 1945
Lost Casualties

BURNS, DENNIS PATRICK. Company Sergeant Major.

Home Guard.

Died 10 December 1942. Aged 33.

Husband of Daisy Evelyn Burns (née Ingram) of Priory, Sandwich Road,
Eythorne, Kent.

Commemorated in the Dover, Kent, Second World War Book of Rememberance.
The book is currently held at the Dover Museum, Market Square, Dover, Kent,
CT16 1PB.

Dennis was a Taxi Driver, and he died at Folkestone Road, Dover, Kent. His birth
was registered in the Eastry, Kent, Registration District during the first quarter of
1910. He married Daisy Evelyn Ingram in the Thanet, Kent, Registration District
during the second quarter of 1934.

| 192 T Wl U SR

CLEAK, ALBERT JOHN. Civilian casualty.

Died 1 November 1940. Aged 71.

Born Totterdown, Bristol, Somerset. Resided Dover, Kent.

Husband of the late Mary Ann Cleak (née Rowley).

At the time of the 1891 Welsh census, the Cleak family resided at Llantrisant,
Glamorgan. Albert was recorded as being the 21 year old head of the house by
the enumerator, and as being employed as a Blacksmith. Mary Ann Cleak was

recorded by the enumerator as being a 19 year old native of Bryn Mawr,

27



Breconshire, Wales. Albert and Mary married in the Pontypridd, Glamorgan,
Registration District during the first quarter of 1890. On 30 November 1914,
Albert had enlisted in the Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles at Broad Oak,
Canterbury, Kent, ‘For the Duration of the War.” At the time of enlisting, Albert
stated that he resided with his wife Mary Ann Cleak, at Ashley, Studdal, Dover,
Kent. Having been allotted the regimental number 2271, Albert served for only a
short time before he was discharged under the Central Forces Order No.114 of
21 September 1914. At the time of his death, Albert resided at 16, Trevanion
Street, Dover, Kent. At the time of his death, Albert was on his way to take
shelter in the Trevanion Street Cave, Dover, being accompanied by his 38 year
old son William John Cleak who was a native of Dover. Trevanion Caves at
Dover are a large complex behind Dover Sports centre, during the Second World
War the caves were adapted to be used as protection during air raids and during
the shelling of the town. The cave is linked by a long tunnel (Guilford or Guildford
Tunnel) to Athol Terrace caves and others, all of which doubtless saved
countless lives during the years of the Second World War. As can be seen on the
accompanying photograph by Stuart, Albert was a widower for less than a year
as she had died on 23 December 1939, aged 68.

DENTON, IVOR WILLIAM. Private, 5333717.

8th Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment.

Died 21 May 1940. Aged 26.

Born Gloucester, Gloucestershire. Resided Kent.

Son of William Lambert Denton and Lucy Denton.

Husband of Louie Denton of Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Buried Calonne Communal Cemetery, Antoing, Hainaut, Belgium.

Grave Ref: Row B. Grave 3.

Commemorated on the Gloucester, Gloucestershire civic war memorial.

Pre war member of the Royal Berkshire Regiment. The British Expeditionary
Force was involved in the later stages of the defence of Belgium following the
German invasion in May 1940, and suffered many casualties in covering the
withdrawal to Dunkirk. All of those buried in Calonne Communal Cemetery where
Ivor is at rest, were killed during the fighting from 19 to 24 May 1940, when they
were attempting to hold the Germans on the line of the river Scheldt. It would
appear that Ivor was following in his fathers footsteps when he had enlisted in the
army as a regular soldier prior to the Second World War. William Denton had
been a member of the Royal Field Artillery prior to the Great War, and had been
posted to France with the British Expeditionary Force on 19 August 1914, at
which time he was serving in the 5th Divisional Ammunition Column, Royal Field
Artillery. Probably as the result of having been wounded, Ivor’s father, who was a
native of Gloucester, Gloucestershire, was medically discharged from the army
on 20 September 1917, and had been the recipient of a Silver War Badge and an
army pension.
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DEWELL, GEORGE WILLIAM. Civilian casualty.

Died 8 October 1940. Aged 37.

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Dewell of Gardners Cottage, Sandwich Road, Eythorne,
Dover, Kent.

Husband of Sylvia Dewell (née Morgan) of 5, Maison Dieu Place, Dover, Kent.
Formerly of 36, St. Johns Road, Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Buried St. Peter and St. Paul Churchyard, Eythorne, Dover, Kent.
Commemorated in the Dover, Kent, Second World War Book of Rememberance.
His age as shown above (37) was extracted from George’s Commonwealth War
Graves Commission commemoration, but whilst carrying out the researches on
the Eythorne casualties, it was noted that the death of a George William Dewell
was registered in the Dover, Kent, Registration District during the fourth quarter
of 1940. Further data checks also revealed that the birth of a George William
Dewell was registered in the Elham, Kent, Registration District during the third
qguarter of 1906, which would probably be indicative of George being 33 or 34
years of age when he lost his life. George married Sylvia Morgan in the Eastry,
Kent, Registration District during the first quarter of 1940. The 363 ton vessel on
which George lost his life was built by Cook, Welton & Gemmell of Beverley, and
was completed on 14 October 1930, and had been launched on 11 September
1930. At the commencement of the Second World War, the trawler was taken
over by the Admiralty and used as a minesweeper. In 1944, H.M. Trawler Burke
became a Wreck Dispersal Vessel. Following her war service she was released
by the Admiralty in 1946, and eventually scrapped at Antwerp, Belgium on 17
July 1955. George was numbered amongst the eight men who died as the result
of enemy action whilst serving onboard H.M. Trawler Burke (FY 605) on Tuesday
8 October 1940, when a German 500 kilogram bomb made a direct hit on the
trawler, at which time it was under repair in the Granville Dock at the Western
Harbour Dover Docks. Amongst the eight people who were killed in addition to
George, who resided with his wife at 36, St. Johns Road, Eythorne, Dover, Kent,
were four other Dover ship repair workers who were all residents of Dover. The
other four casualties were Frederick Stanford, aged 18, who was the son of Mr.
and Mrs. C. H. Stanford of 143, Clarendon Place, Dover, Frederick was injured in
the bombing raid and died later the same day at the Casualty Hospital, Union
Road, Dover. George Lamkin, aged 18, who was employed as a welder and was
the son of William Alfred Lamkin and Sarah Lilian Blanche Lamkin of 28, York
Street, Dover. Cyril Playford, aged 20, the son of Mr. and Mrs. R. S. Playford of 2
Pilgrims Way, Dover. Arthur Young, aged 33, who was employed as a shipwright,
and was the son of Mrs. I. Young, of 15 Winchelsea Terrace, Dover, and the
husband of R. A. Young of 2, Endeavour Place, Dover. Arthur was injured during
the bombing of the Granville Dock at Dover Harbour on 8 October 1940, and
succumbed to his injuries the following day, whilst he was receiving treatment as
a patient at the Casualty Hospital, Union Road, Dover.
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HILL, HERBERT. Sergeant, 5672328.
4th Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry.
Died Monday 29 May 1944. Aged 24.
Born and resided Somerset.

Son of George Francis and Elizabeth L. Hill.

Husband of Muriel Helena Hill of Elvington, Dover, Kent.

Buried St. Peter and St. Paul Churchyard, Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Grave Ref: Row 6. Grave 3.

Pre war member of the Somerset Light Infantry.

Herbert was numbered amongst the 22 members of his battalion who died as the
result of a demonstration, which was being given by 28 year old Lieutenant Guy
Wilson of Largs, Ayrshire, Scotland, in the use of the Hawkins Anti-Tank mine.
The demonstration went tragically wrong with the loss of several of his platoon
members on the beach at Dymchurch, Kent, during the preparations leading up
to the invasion of mainland Europe. The reason for the explosion still remains
uncertain; at the subsequent Court of Enquirey which was conducted by the War
Department, and at the civic inquest into the tragedy, a number of reasons for the
tragedy were suggested, which had included that the explosion may have been
due to a lighted match or cigarette falling into a box of detonators, the heat of the
sun, or simply as an act of God
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