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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

 
BAKER , GEORGE. Lance Corporal, 35264. 
2nd Battalion, Essex Regiment. 
Died 13 April 1917. Aged 37. 
Born enlisted and resided Croydon, Surrey. 
Son of George and Annie Elizabeth Baker of 4, River Side, Edenbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 7. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Baker family resided at 10, Leighton Street, 
Croydon, Surrey. Head of the house was 52 year old Hadlow, Tonbridge, Kent 
native George Baker (senior), who was employed as a Contractors Labourer. 
The then 21 year old George (junior), was recorded by the census enumerator as 
being employed as a Gas Works Fitter. On the Four Elms civic war memorial, 
George has been commemorated as a Private. George’s entry in/on ‘Soldiers 
Died in the Great War’ records him as having been a native of Edenbridge, Kent, 
but all other data forms checked show him as born at Croydon, Surrey.  
 
BAKER , THOMAS. Private, L/9608. 
2nd Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 30 September 1916. Aged 24. 
Born Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. 
Son of George and Sarah Ann Baker of 2, Homewood Cottages, Four Elms, 
Edenbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Basra Memorial, Iraq. Panel 29. 
On 9 June 1911 whilst a serving member of the 4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, 
Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), Thomas enlisted as a regular soldier 
in the same regiment for a term of 57 years with the colours and 5 in the reserve. 
Initially Thomas served as a member of the 1st Battalion of his regiment. From 
10 November 1911 Thomas served with his battalion on garrison duties in 
Dublin, whilst at Dublin Thomas suffered a number of ailments, some of which 
required hospital treatment at the Military Hospital, Portobello barracks. On 28 
September 1912 Thomas passed the army 3rd Class Certificate of Education, 
and on 21 December 1912 passed a course on ‘Transport Duties.’ For reasons 
which are not apparent Thomas was AWOL from 11 July 1913 to 15 July 1915, 
and on 22 October 1913 was posted to serve in the 2nd Battalion, Queen's Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment). At a medical inspection on 21 August 1913 
Thomas was passed fit for duties abroad; from 14 October 1914 he served at 
Amritsar, India, before serving at Hyderabad. Thomas was still serving in the 2nd 
Battalion, when he was amongst the members of the battalion who were 
captured by Turkish troops at Kut on 29 April 1916. Notification of Thomas’s 
death received from Turkey initially stated that it had occurred between sometime 
between 1 September 1916 and 30 September 1916, but later his death from 
Dysentery was confirmed as having taken place on the latter date whilst a 
Prisoner of War, at which time he had been a hospital patient at Adana, Turkey.  
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BENNETT, JOHN. Private, G/11164. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 26 October 1916. Aged 19. 
Born Four Elms, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. 
Son of Georg Henry Bennett and Fanny Bennett of Little Holmwood, Four Elms, 
Edenbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C. 
At the time of John’s enlistment in the army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on 16 
November 1915, he stated that he was aged 19 years and 1 month, employed as 
a Farm Labourer, and residing with his parents at Little Holmwood, Four Elms, 
Edenbridge, Kent. Following his enlistment, John was attested to serve in the 
10th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), (Kent 
County). On 3 May 1916, John was posted to serve in the British Expeditionary 
Force with his battalion. Whilst serving on the Western Front, John suffered a 
gunshot wound to his Thorax for which he initially received local treatment, prior 
to being evacuated back to England for additional medical care. From 4 July 
1916 to 28 July 1916, he was a patient at the former Military Hospital at Cosham, 
Hampshire, which is now called the Queen Alexandra Hospital. Following the 
treatment for his wound at Cosham, John had a period of convalescence, and 
service at Chatham, Kent, in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal 
West Kent Regiment). On 19 September 1916, John was posted to France for 
service in the 7th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), 
in which he then remained until he was killed in action whilst the battalion was 
holing captured enemy positions on the Somme. 
 
BOWMAN, HERBERT. Private, 28249. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment. 
Died 17 February 1917. Aged 33. 
Born Rusthall, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Enlisted London. 
Son of Edwin William Bowman and Elizabeth Bowman (née Smith).  
Husband of Marie Justina Bowman (née Wussler) of Mills Water Cottages, Four 
Elms, Edenbridge, Kent.  
Buried Regina Trench Cemetery, Grandcourt, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: I. G. 25. 
No entry for Herbert was found on the 1901 census, but at the time of the1891 
census, the Bowman family resided at 5, Rock Terrace, Speldhurst, Kent. Head 
of the house was 33 year old Sandwich, Kent native Edwin William Bowman, 
who was employed as a Domestic Gardener. Herbert married Miss Marie Justina 
Wussler at the parish church of New Groombridge, Sussex on 17 September 
1912. At the time of his enlistment in the army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on 12 
December 1915, Herbert stated that he was employed as a Butler, and that he 
resided with his wife, and son Herbert Edward Bowman at White Post Cottage, 
Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. Following his enlistment, Herbert was initialy 
attested as Private, 28285, 1st (Reserve) Garrison Battalion, Suffolk Regiment. 
All of Herbert’s active service was spent whilst serving as a member of the 6th 
(Service) Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment. 
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BURCHETT, SIDNEY. Private, G/5411. 
9th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Died 8 August 1917. 
Born East Grinstead, Sussex. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 20, 
and on the Brasted, Kent civic war memorial. 
Sidney’s medal Card Entry shows the date of his entitlement to the 1914-15 Star 
was 29 September 1915. Sidney was probably the son of Ezekiel and Annie 
Burchett (née Bish). At the time of the 1891 census the Burchett family resided at 
21, North Road, East Grinstead, Sussex.  
 
BURTT, EDWARD. Lieutenant. 
18th Labour Company, Army Service Corps, attached to the Labour Corps. 
Died 13 August 1915. 
Born Camberwell, Surrey. 
Son of Edward Robert and of the late Ellen Mary Burtt (née Killick) of 
Edenbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. Panel 199. 
Edward’s mother Ellen died in 1892. At the time of the 1901 census the Burtt 
family resided at Eagle Lodge, Edenbridge, Kent. The census enumerator 
recorded Edward (Junior) as being 32 years old and employed as a Lime Burner. 
Edward (Senior) was recorded as being the head of the house. 
 
CROWHURST, HERBERT. Corporal, 2907. 
15th (The King's) Hussars. 
Died 24 May 1915. 
Born Clapham. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Edenbridge, Kent. 
Son of John and Sarah Crowhurst. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 5. 
Herbert’s Medal Index Card entry shows the date of his entitlement to the 1914 
Star as being 16 August 1914. At the time of the 1901 census the Crowhurst 
family resided at Willowbrook Cottages, Streatham, and that Herbert’s 45 year 
old father; John Crowhurst was employed as a Metropolitan Police Officer. 
 
EDWARDS, WILLIAM. Private, G/39555. 
7th (Service) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 
Died 4 April 1918. 
Born Brasted, Kent. Enlisted Marylebone, Middlesex. Resided Edenbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Pozières Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 14, and on 
the Brasted, Kent civic war memorial. 
 
ELLIS, CHARLES. Private, G/12518. 
8th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 17 August 1916. 
Born Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. Enlisted and resided Edenbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C. 
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EVEREST, HAROLD. Bombadier, 59106. 
4th Reserve Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died 20 February 1919. Aged 29. 
Born and resided Toys Hill, Brasted, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of James and Sarah Everest of Toys Hill, Brasted, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried St. Martin’s Churchyard, Brasted, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Brasted, Kent civic war memorial. 
When Harold enlisted in the army on 4 January 1915 ‘For the Duration of the 
War, he stated that he was aged 25 years and 246 days, employed as a 
Bricklayer, and that he resided at 1, Southwood Cottages, Toys Hill, Brasted, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. Harold was posted to the No.3 Depot, Royal Field Artillery at 
Hilsea, Portsmouth, Hampshire. After only three days, Harold was posted as a 
Driver to the 15 Reserve Battery, Royal Field Artillery, 3A Reserve Brigade at 
Larkhill, Wiltshire. Harold was posted to France on 5 September 1915. Although 
his death certificate has not been sighted, but in view of his date of death, Harold 
might have been a victim of the worldwide Influenza Pandemic which lasted from 
approximately July 1918 to April 1919, with a major peak in the United Kingdom 
between September 1918 and January 1919. 
 
FAULKNER , ALBERT JOHN. Private, G/538. 
1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 22 July 1916. Aged 20. 
Born Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. 
Son of Charles and Edda May Faulkner (née Warner) of Albert Cottage, 
Pootings, Edenbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C. 
 
GOODING, DONALD. Serjeant, 530892. 
1st/15th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Prince of Wales' Own 
Civil Service Rifles). 
Died 7 October 1917. 
Born London. Resided Catford, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 13 C. 
Formerly Private, 3008, 1st/15th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment 
(Prince of Wales' Own Civil Service Rifles). Donald’s Medal Index Card entry 
shows that his qualifying date for the 1914/15 Star was 17 March 1915. 
 
HARVEY, FREDERICK. Corporal, 4751. 
"D" Company, 2nd/14th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London 
Scottish). 
Died 6 September 1916. Aged 20. 
Enlisted London. Resided Putney. 
Son of Charles Frederick and Adelene Lucy Harvey (née Falshaw) of Toys Hill, 
Brasted, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Maroeuil British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: III. E. 13. 
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HATT, EDWARD. Private, G/3150. 
1st Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 
Died 2 December 1916. 
Born Camberwell, Surrey 4 February 1880. Enlisted Redhill, Surrey. Resided 
Brasted, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.  
Pier and Face 5 D and 6 D. 
Edward’s Medal Index Card entry shows that his qualifying date for the 1914/15 
Star was 15 June 1915, and that all correspondence was to be addressed to his 
sister Mrs. B.K. Burchett who was residing at 2, Beesley Bank Cottages, Toys 
Hill, Brasted, Kent. Edward had formerly served as a rating in the Royal Navy 
with the service number 340211. At the time of the 1901 census, 21 year old 
Edward was serving onboard H.M.S. Terrible. 
 
HEWETT, W.G. Driver, Royal Army Service Corps. No trace, as commemorated 
on the Four Elms civic war memorial. Arguably the best match appears to be:- 
HEWITT, W.G.  Private, M2/021703.   
Royal Army Service Corps. 
Died 2 October 1916. 
Buried Hever, Kent, (St. Peter’s) Churchyard. Grave Ref: 218. 
Unfortunately like thousands of other Great War army deaths which occurred 
within the United Kingdom, the casualty briefly commemorated above has no 
SDGW entry. Primarily due to the lack of any SDGW data, it has not been 
possible to add for certain places of birth, enlistment or residence, or Christian 
names. As no relevant Medal Index Card was located, it would seem likely that 
all of Private or Driver Hewitt/Hewett’s army service during the Great War was 
spent in the United Kingdom. 
 
LANKESTER , JOHN. Private, G/11713. 
11th (Service) Battalion, (Lewisham), Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 31 July 1917. Aged 27. 
Born Elsenham, Bishops Stortford, Essex. Enlisted Edenbridge, Kent. Resided 
Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. 
Son of Harry and Agnes Lankester of Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. 
Husband of Martha Eliza Lankester (née Tillman) of 15, High Street, Rusthall, 
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 45. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Lankester family resided at the village of 
Elsenham, Bishops Stortford, Essex. Head of the house was 35 year old 
Newbourne, Woodbridge, Suffolk native Harry Lankester, who was employed as 
a Groom. As has been the case with other data sources accessed, the census 
enumerator in 1901, eroniously spelt the family surname as Lancaster. John’s 
marriage to Martha Eliza Tillman was registered in the Sevenoaks, Kent, District 
during the second quarter of 1917. John was the younger brother of William 
Lankester, who is briefly commemorated as a Four Elms ‘Lost Man’ below. 
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LEACH, FREDERICK GEORGE. Private, T/200438. 
1st/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 
Died 5 November 1918. Aged 28. 
Born Sherbourne, Gloucestershire. Enlisted and resided Caterham Valley, 
Surrey. 
Son of Frederick George and Ada Grace Leach (née Beesley) of Bugg Hill Farm, 
Woldingham, Surrey. 
Husband of Bertha Lydia Leach of Wandsworth Cottage, Four Elms, Edenbridge, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Kirkee 1914-1918 Memorial, India. Face 3. 
Formerly Private, T/1867, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment). Frederick 
was a recipient of the Territorial Force War Medal. At the time of the 1901 census 
the Leach family resided at Stoke Corn Lodge, Hedgerley, Buckinghamshire. In 
addition to Frederick and his parents, amongst the other family members 
recorded by the census enumerator as being at home, was a younger brother of 
Frederick’s, he being Charles Henry Leach who is the next casualty 
commemorated below. 
 
LEACH, CHARLES HENRY. Saddler, 43693. 
77th Battery, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died 29 October 1918. Aged 26. 
Born Arlington, Middlesex. Enlisted London. (Please see below). 
Son of Frederick and Ada Grace Leach of Bugg Hill Farm, Woldingham, Surrey; 
Husband of Elizabeth Leach of Temple Guiting, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire. 
Buried Rawalpindi War Cemetery, Pakistan. Grave Ref: 2. A. 11. 
Charles’s CWGC commemoration details show that he had also served in 
France, which is confirmed by his Medal Card Entry showing his qualifying date 
and theatre of war for his 1914-15 Star, as being on 24 July 1915 in France. 
Places of birth and enlistment as entered above are as shown in/on his SDGW 
entry, but on the census entry which is referred to at his brother Frederick’s brief 
commemoration above, the census enumerator has recorded Charles as being a 
native of Maidenhead. 
 
MARCHANT, CHARLES. Private, 56213. 
2nd Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 
Died 13 September 1918. Aged 27. 
Born Westerham, Kent. Enlisted Edenbridge, Kent. 
Son of George and Kesia Marchant (née Smithers) of Brook Farm, Four Elms, 
Edenbridge, Kent. 
Husband of Mabel Marchant of Bough Beech, Edenbridge, Kent. 
Buried Gouzeaucourt New British Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: II. B. 7. 
Formerly Private, 35007, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
At the time of the 1901 census the Marchant family resided at Hop Cottage, 
Westerham, Kent. Head of the house was 54 year old Chiddingstone, Kent, 
native George Marchant, who was employed as a General Labourer. 
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MARCHANT, HENRY GORDON. Private, 769. 
Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry (Eastern Ontario Regiment). 
Died 31 October 1917. Aged 28. 
Born Toys Hill, Brasted, Kent 23 June 1889.  
Son of Henry and Emily Marchant. 
Husband of Emily Marchant of Orchard End, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, 
Hertfordshire. 
Buried Nine Elms British Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Grave Ref: VIII. B. 14. 
Commemorated on the Brasted, Kent civic war memorial, and on page 290 of the 
Canadian First World War Book of Remembrance. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Marchant family resided at the “Tally Ho” 
Public House, Brasted, Kent. Head of the house was 45 year old Brasted, Kent 
native Henry Marchant (senior), who was recorded as being an Inn Keeper by 
the enumerator. When Henry enlisted in the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary 
Force at Ottawa, Ontario, Canada on 20 August 1914, stated that he was 
employed as a Labourer, and named his father Henry Marchant of Toys Hill, 
Brasted, Kent as his next of kin.  
 
MARCHANT, PERCY. Private, G/543. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 14 October 1915. 
Born Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 95 to 97. 
 
PALMER, ARCHIBALD CHARLES. Rifleman, A/3440. 
10th (Service) Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps. 
Died 30 November 1917. Aged 23. 
Born Hever, Kent. Enlisted Wimbledon, Surrey. Resided Edenbridge, Kent. 
Son of Archibald and Emily Palmer (née Tassell) of Four Elms, Edenbridge, 
Kent.  
Commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, Nord, France. Panel 9. 
Having enlisted in the army in August 1914, Archibald originally served as a 
Rifleman in the 7th (Service) Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps. 
 
SMITH, ERNEST HAROLD. Private, G/4128. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 8 October 1915. Aged 28. 
Son of the late George and Emily Smith of Keeper's Cottage, Bough Beech, 
Edenbridge, Kent. 
Husband of Agnes Ellen Nicholls (formerly Smith) of Chartwell Cottage, 
Westerham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 95 to 97. 
Ernest was one of four brothers who served in the Great War. 
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STYLES, FREDERICK ERNEST. Lieutenant. 
2nd Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers. 
Died 27 August 1914. Aged 30. 
Born Brighton, Sussex 27 January 1884. 
Eldest son of the late Frederick Styles of Preston, Lancashire, and of Blackmoor, 
Edenbridge, Kent, and of the late Helena Alice Wellington Styles (formerly 
Poynter), (née Brophey). 
Buried Etreux British Cemetery, Aisne, France. Grave Ref: II. 4.  
Educated at Harrow and Sandhurst, Frederick was Gazetted a Second 
Lieutenant in the Royal Munster Fusiliers on 13 May 1903, and promoted to 
Lieutenant on 9 January 1906. Frederick retired from the army in April 1914, but 
his time spent as a civilian was short lived as he re-joined his former regiment 
only a few months later, prior to the commencement of the Great War. On the 
day that Frederick fell, the village of Etreux was the scene of a heroic well 
documented rearguard action, in which the 2nd Battalion, Royal Munster 
Fusiliers led by 45 year old Major Paul Charrier, a veteran of the Ashanti 
Expedition and South African Campaign, were eventually overwhelmed after a 
long resistance by nine German battalions. The British Cemetery is located in an 
orchard on the Landrecies road (D946), beyond the railway line, very close to the 
scene of the 2nd Munsters' last stand. It was made by the survivors who were 
captured on 28 August, by permission of the enemy, and a German Padre 
conducted a burial service at the two mass graves. The cemetery contains an 
impressive Celtic Cross which was erected by the mother of one of the Munsters' 
officers who fell on 27 August 1914, and on the cemetery wall is a plaque 
commemorating the heroic action fought by Frederick’s battalion. In 1921 the 
orchard where the 2nd Munsters' last stand had taken place, was purchased 
from the owner M. Dauzet, by a brother of Frederick’s; Captain Herbert Walter 
Styles, who was later the Conservative M.P. for Sevenoaks (1921-1924). When 
the cemetery was consecrated later the same year on 5 October 1921, the 
Reverend Vere Awdry who took part in the service, was the father of 20 year old 
Second Lieutenant Carol A.V. Awdry, one of the eight officers who died on 27 
August 1914.  
 
STYLES, JAMES. Private, G/4422. 
11th (Service) Battalion, (Lewisham), Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 20 September 1917. Aged 22. 
Born Brasted, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. M. A. Styles of 4, Frantfield, Edenbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panels 106 to 108, and on the Brasted, Kent civic war memorial. 
 
TILLMAN , FREDERICK THOMAS. Corporal, L/2801. 
16th (The Queen's) Lancers. 
Died 23 March 1918. 
Born and resided Edenbridge, Kent. Enlisted London. 
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Son of Lewis Charles Tillman and Harriet Tillman of Four Elms, Edenbridge, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Pozières Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 5.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Tillman family resided at Four Elms, 
Edenbridge, Kent. Head of the house was 35 year old Hildenborough, Kent 
native Lewis Charles Tillman, who was employed as a Domestic Gardener. 
Frederick, who was a regular soldier was posted to France on 17 August 1918. 
He was a recipient of the 1914 Star and clasp, which is commonly referred to as 
the ‘Mons Star.’ During the Great War, Frederick’s regiment served continuously 
in France and Flanders in the 3rd Cavalry Brigade with the 5th Lancers. Brigadier 
(later General) Gough, a 16th Lancer, commanded the Brigade.  
 
WHITEBREAD, CUTHBERT SIDNEY REUBEN. Rifleman, R/34536. 
1st Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps. 
Died 8 February 1917. Aged 29. 
Born Croydon, Surrey. Enlisted Holborn, Middlesex. Resided Thornton Heath, 
Surrey. 
Son of Reuben and Emma Whitebread of Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. 
Husband of Ethel E. M. Whitebread (née Foale) of 85, Guildford Road, 
Southend-on-Sea, Essex. 
Buried Contay British Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: VII. D. 20. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Whitebread family resided at “The Limes,” 
Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. Head of the house was Hever, Kent native Reuben 
Whitebread, who was a Corn Dealer and an employer. Cuthbert’s marriage to 
Ethel E. M. Foale was registered in the Kensington, London registration district 
during the last quarter of 1913. Formerly Rifleman, S/19963, Rifle Brigade, and 
Private, TR/13/18213, 29th Training Regiment, Battalion. 
 
WORSELL, ARTHUR. Private, 260280. 
1st/5th Battalion, Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry. 
Died 17 April 1917. Aged 23. 
Born and resided Edenbridge, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. 
Son of James Worsell and Harriet Worsell (née Chapman) of Four Elms, 
Edenbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 68. 
Formerly Private, G/2068, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Worsell family resided at Four Elms, 
Edenbridge, Kent. Head of the house was 54 year old Hever, Kent native James 
Worsell, who was employed as a Gardeners Labourer. Arthur was a brother of 
Horace Worsell who is the next casualty briefly commemorated below, who was 
recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a Grocers Assistant. 
 
WORSELL, HORACE. Private, 36269. 
1st Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers. 
Died 24 September 1917. Aged 32. 
Born Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. Enlisted Grantham, Lincolnshire. 
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Son of James Worsell and Harriet Worsell (née Chapman) of Four Elms, 
Edenbridge, Kent. 
Husband of Catherine Worsell of 86, Victoria Street, Grantham, Lincolnshire. 
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panels 19 to 23 and 162. 
Formerly Private, 15757, Lincolnshire Regiment.   
 

The Great War  
1914 -1919 
Lost Men 

 
ASHMAN, GORDON. Private, G/11783. 
"C" Company, 8th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). 
Born Hythe, Kent. Enlisted Sevenoaks, Kent. Resided Four Elms, Edenbridge, 
Kent. 
Son of Thomas and Mary Ann Ashman (née Law) of 6, Home Farm Cottages, St. 
Paul's Cray, Sidcup, Kent. 
Buried Serre Road Cemetery No. 2, Somme, France. Grave Ref: XXV. A. 11. 
 
GOODING, WILLIAM STANLEY. Sapper, 134905. 
255th Tunneling Company, Royal Engineers. 
Died 31 May 1918. Aged 37. 
Born Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. 
Son of William Gooding. 
Husband of Agnes Louisa Gooding (née Howick) of 11, South Bank, Westerham, 
Kent.  
Buried Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Grave Ref: XXVIII. F. 8. 
 
LANKESTER , WILLIAM. Rifleman, R/7006. 
8th (Service) Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps. 
Died 30 July 1915. 
Born Elsenham, Bishops Stortford, Essex. Enlisted London. Resided Four Elms, 
Edenbridge, Kent. 
Son of Harry and Agnes Lankester of Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 52. 
William’s brother; John Lankester is one of the Great war casualties that are 
commemorated on the Four Elms civic war memorial. 
 
HANSON, ALFRED Private, 202923. 
2nd/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Duke of Wellington's (West Riding 
Regiment). 
Died 22 July 1918. Aged 20. 
Born and enlisted Halifax, Yorkshire. Resided Mixenden, Halifax, Yorkshire. 



 

 13 

Son of John and Elizabeth Ann Hanson of Furnace House Farm, Four Elms, 
Edenbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Soissons Memorial, Aisne, France. 
 
RICE, CHARLES JOSEPH. Private, G/21004. 
"B" Company, 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 9 August 1917. Aged 19. 
Born Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. Enlisted East Grinstead, Sussex. Resided 
Turners Hill, Sussex. 
Son of George and Alice Rice of Fen Place, Turners Hill, Sussex. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 2, and on 
the Turners Hill, Sussex, civic war memorial. 
Charles’s parents’ address of Fen Place, Turners Hill, was from 1902 until his 
death in 1919, the home of William Middleton Campbell, who was the Governor 
of the Bank of England.  
 
SEAL, JOHN NORMAN. Corporal, G/1025. 
2nd Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 26 April 1916. 
Born Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. Enlisted Woolwich, Kent. 
Buried Amara War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: XX. F. 9. 
John’s birth was registered in the Sevenoaks, Kent registration district during the 
last quarter of 1875. 
 
SHURROCK, CHRISTOPHER WILLIAM. Private, 4851. 
"B" Company, 2nd Battalion, Honourable Artillery Company. 
Died 23 May 1917. Aged 29. 
Enlisted Armory House. Resided Hornsey, Middlesex. 
Son of James Herbert and Margaret Ann Shurrock of "The Morcotts," Four Elms, 
Edenbridge, Kent. 
Buried Brasted, Sevenoaks, Kent, St. Martin’s Churchyard, Brasted, Sevenoaks, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Brasted, Kent civic war memorial. 
Armoury House, City Road, Finsbury, London, where Christopher enlisted in the 
army, has been the home of the Honourable Artillery Company since the central 
block of the building was completed in 1735, on land which the Company had 
acquired in 1641.  
 
WALLIS , ROBERT. M.M. Private, 60639. 
8th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
Died 30 November 1917. Aged 35. 
Born and enlisted Woolwich, Kent. Resided Edenbridge, Kent.  
Son of James Wallis of 5, Council Cottages, Four Elms, Edenbridge, Kent. 
Husband of Amy Elizabeth Wallis of Ragleth View, Little Stretton, Church 
Stretton, Shropshire. 
Commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, Nord, France. Panel 4. 
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Formerly Private, 12560, Royal Sussex Regiment. Robert’s places of birth, 
enlistment, and residence are as is shown in/on his ‘Soldiers Died in the Great 
War entry. Although the SDWG entry details might be correct. It was noted whilst 
researching the Four Elms war deaths, that at the time of the 1901 census there 
was a Wallis family residing at Bough Beech, Edenbridge, Kent. Head of the 
house was 57 year old widower James Wallis, who was a native of Edenbridge, 
Kent, and was employed as a Wheelwright. Also included in the household was 
19 year old Robert Wallis, who was recorded by the census enumerator as being 
a native of Edenbridge, Kent, and employed as a House Painter. As the dates, 
names and ages on the 1901 census entry for Robert are exact matches, it 
would seem likely that his SDWG recorded place of birth is an error. His mother 
was Emily Wallis who was a native of Lingfield, Surrey. 
 
 
 

The Second World War 
1939 – 1945 

 
FLEMING, RICHARD HUBERT CHRISTOPHER. Driver, 1892523. 
Royal Engineers, attached to the H.Q. of the 50th Division. 
Died 22 March 1943. Aged 24. 
Born and resided Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Owen and Mary Edith Fleming (née Pinker) of Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Sfax War Cemetery, Tunisia. Grave Ref: VII. B. 26.  
 
GOUT, GEOFFREY KENNETH. Pilot Officer (Pilot), 41918. 
234 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Thursday 25 July 1940. Aged 24. 
Son of Geoffrey Davee Vernon Gout, and of Dorothy Marguerite Gout (née 
Sawyer) of Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried St. Eval Churchyard, Cornwall. Grave Ref: Row 1. Grave 13. 
Geoffrey had been granted a short service commission in the Royal Air Force as 
an Acting Pilot Officer, effective from 15 April 1939. He was flying a Supermarine 
Spitfire No. P9493 AZ-? on a night operation from R.A.F. St, Eval, Cornwall. On 
his return to the airfield which was blacked out, it is thought that Geoffrey 
became disorientated while low on fuel, and crashed near Porthowan, Truro, 
Cornwall at 2345 hours. Geoffrey Gout (senior) who was a native of Nefield, 
Yorkshire, enlisted in the Canadian Oversea Expeditionary Force at Toronto, 
Canada, on 30 November 1914. After initially serving as Gunner, 83609, in the 
Canadian Field Artillery, he was later commisioned as a Second Lieutenant on 
the General List. After the Great war he resided at 22, Bond Street, London, W1. 
At the time of their sons’ death, Geoffrey and Dorothy Gout resided at 7, Portland 
Mansions, Addison Bridge, London, W14. 
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STOCKBRIDGE, WILLIAM ROBERT. Private, 14446303. 
5th Battalion, Wiltshire Regiment. 
Died 15 February 1945. Aged 18. 
Born Berkshire. Resided Kent. 
Son of Robert and Esther Alice Stockbridge (née Russell) of Four Elms, 
Edenbridge, Kent. 
Buried Kleve, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany. Grave Ref: 57. C. 12. 
 
THORN, EDWARD THOMAS. Fusilier, 14819941. 
6th Battalion, Royal Welch Fusiliers. 
Died 10 April 1945. Aged 19. 
Born West London. 
Son of William John Thorn and of Louisa Florence Thorn (née Lake) of 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Becklingen War Cemetery, Soltau, Niedersachsen, Germany.  
Grave Ref: 5. E. 6. 
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