Godden Green

Sy

Arguably the simple but evocative civic war memorial at the hamlet of Godden
Green, Seal, Sevenoaks, as shown above, has proved to be the most difficult or
amongst the most difficult of the Kent war memorials on which to ascertain any
additional details on. Ironically in stark but welcome contrast, the majority of the
casualties who are commemorated on the memaorial have been amongst the
easiest in the county to locate. Apart from their names as inscribed on the
memorial exactly matching, their respective regiments are also clearly recorded
which also are exact matches. Unfortunately, and despite the Godden Green
casualties being thankfully few in number, as is the case on other larger forms of
war rememberance within the county of Kent, one of the Godden Green Great
War casualties has not yet been positively identified. The photograph shown
above, and all of the other accompanying photographs were kindly provided for
inclusion here by Susan F. Transcriptions by Patrick D. Scullion.



The Great War

1914-1919

GIBBS, WILLIAM. Private, G/6791.

11th (Service) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment).

Died 12 September 1916.

Born Lythe, Whitby, Yorkshire. Enlisted Guildford, Surrey. Resided Weybourne,
Farnham, Surrey.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 5 D and 6 D.

GIBBS, John. Serjeant, 7637.

6th (Service) Battalion, King's Own Scottish Borderers.

Died 21 October 1916.

Born Hinderwell, Saltburn-by-the-Sea, Yorkshire. Enlisted and resided West
Hartlepool, County Durham.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memaorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 4 A and 4 D.

GREAGSBEY, ARTHUR WILLIAM. Private, GS/46073.

26th (Service) Battalion, (Bankers) Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).
Died 6 January 1917. Aged 35.

Born Lamberhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Son of William Jeffery Greagsbey and Frances Jane Greagsbey (née Blunt) of
Godden Green, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

Grave Ref: X. D. 7A.

Arthur is also commemorated on his parents’ headstone at SS Peter & Paul,
churchyard Seal, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Arthur was not at his parents’ home at Back Lane, Seal, Kent on the night of the
1901 census, but was residing at the home of his uncle Alfred W. Templar, at 1,
Mortimers Road, Willesden, Middlesex. The census enumerator recorded the
then 19 year old Arthur as being employed as a Commercial Clerk.

SALES, THOMAS. Private, TF/6111.

1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 16 January 1917.

Born and resided Godden Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent.
Son of James and Emily Jane Sales (née Tearall).

Buried Amara War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: XXIV. C. 23.

Formerly Private, TF/3095, 4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal
West Kent Regiment). At the time of the 1901 census, the sales family resided at
Godden Wood, Seal, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 31 year old
Westerham, Kent native James Sales, who was employed as a Night Watchman.



COPPER, WILLIAM ROBERT. Bombadier, 5129.

24th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery.

Died 21 January 1917.

Born Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Godden Green,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Longueval Road Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: J. 9.

Formerly Gunner, 280129, Royal Garrison Artillery. William was posted to France
on 21 August 1915.

HANCE, SAMUEL. Private, G/61663.

23rd (Service) Battalion, (1st Sportsman’s) Royal Fusiliers (City of London
Regiment).

Died 3 May 1917. Aged 30.

Born Rayne, Braintree, Essex. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Godden
Green, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of George and Julia Hance of The Gore, Rayne, Braintree, Essex.

Husband of Beatrice Hance of 30, Park Road, Chelmsford, Essex.
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 3, and on
the Rayne, Braintree, Essex civic war memorial.

Formerly Private, G/13505, Royal Sussex Regiment. Samuel is one of three
brothers who are commemorated on the Rayne civic war memorial. His brothers
Edward John Hance and Edward Elmer Hance, both fell whilst serving in the 9th
(Service) Battalion, Essex Regiment. In October 1914, 30 local men assembled
on Rayne Hall Green and enlisted for military service, of the 30 who originally
enlisted, only 10 returned, and of these, only two were uninjured. In October
1920, at the spot where they had enlisted, the Rayne civic war memorial was
unveiled by Colonel William Capper, who was the brother of Major-General Sir
Thompson Capper, K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.0., who was one of the fifteen most
senior British officers to be killed during the Great War.

ORAM, ALBERT THOMAS. Private, G/24362.

9th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment.

Born Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent.

Died 22 February 1918. Aged 19.

Son of Thomas and Sarah Oram of Rectory Farm, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Tincourt New British Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: IV. F. 10.

WOODWARD, ALFRED. Engineer.
Died 14 February 1917.



The Second World War

1939-1945

PERHAM, JOHN DOMMETT. Private, 6347502.

6th Battalion, Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

Died 21 April 1941. Aged 22.

Born Somerset. Resided Kent.

Son of John Henry and Mary Perham (née Dommett) of Sevenoaks, Kent.
Buried Berlin 1939-45 War Cemetery, Germany. Grave Ref: 11. F. 7.

MORGAN, WILLIAM DUNLOP. Private, 6345622.

Army Catering Corps.

Attached to the 4th Battalion, Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Died 31 August 1942.

Born Edinburgh. Resided Kent.

Buried El Alamein War Cemetery, Egypt. Grave Ref: XIX. F. 23.

Pre war member of the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
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