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The Great War

1914 -1919

ADDY, KENNETH JAMES BALGUY. Second Lieutenant.

1st Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps.

Died 3 October 1915. Aged 23.

Born Hampstead Heath, London.

Son of George Henry and Harriet Addy of The Firs, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Buried Vermelles British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: I. J. 16.
Formerly Private, 1132, 28th (County of London) London Regiment (Artists
Rifles). Kenneth was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the King’s Royal
Rifle Corps on 3 March 1915. He was killed in action at the Quarries, near
Vermelles, Pas de Calais, France. Kenneth's father wrote a 176 page book of
memoires about his late son, which was printed for private circulation by Richard
Clay and Sons, Limited in 1916. Kenneth’'s brother George Ewing Addy served in
the Great War as Driver, 219573, Royal Engineers, having enlisted at Maidstone,
Kent on 15 July 1917 when he was 39 years old.

ATTWOOD, ARTHUR WILLIAM. Private G/24805,

13th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment.

Died 26 August 1917. Aged 39.

Born Newington, Sittingbourne, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of Emily Attwood of lvy Hatch, Ightam, Sevenoaks, Kent, and the late
William Attwood.

Husband of Elizabeth Emma Attwood (née Medhurst) of The Post Office, Upper
St. John's Hill, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 113.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Attwood family resided at Church Lane,
Newington, Kent. Head of the house was 50 year old Thurnham, Kent native
William Attwood, who was employed as a Brickfield Labourer. The then 23 year
old Arthur was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a
Brickmakers Labourer.

ASHBY, HORACE VICTOR. Gunner, 55048.

"B" Battery, 104th Brigade, Royal Field Atrtillery.

Died 2 September 1917. Aged 32.

Born Ightham, Kent. Enlisted Woolwich, Kent. Resided Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of Henry and Eliza Ashby.

Husband of Kathleen Ellen Jefferies (formerly Ashby), (née Sharp) of Alma
Cottages, New Street, Westerham, Kent.

Buried Outtersteene Communal Cemetery Extension, Bailleul, Nord, France.
Grave Ref: I. B. 48.

Horace was posted to France on 27 August 1915.



BIRD, SAMUEL OLIVER. Private, G/3801.

1st Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment).

Died 25 August 1916.

Born Wilmington, Dartford, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Wrotham,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of Oliver Cromwell Bird, and Amy Darell Crittle (formerly Bird), (née
Holdaway).

Stepson of George Crittle.

Buried Heilly Station Cemetery, Mericourt-I'Abbe, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: Ill. G. 21.

Formerly Private, G/4477, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

As the direct result of the efforts of the parishioners of Wrotham, Samuel was
one of the thirteen men whose names were added to the Wrotham, Kent civic
war memorial in 2007. At the time of the 1901 census, the then 10 year old
Samuel was residing with his mother and stepfather George Crittle, at 2, Chapel
Street, Ightham, Kent. Head of the house was George’s 51 year old Ightham
native George Crittle, who was employed as a Cattle Yardman. Samuel was the
younger brother of William Bird; the next casualty briefly commemorated below.

BIRD, WILLIAM THOMAS. Leading Stoker, K/403.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. “Princess Irene.”

Died 27 May 1915. Aged 27.

Born Wilmington, Dartford, Kent 7 February 1889.

Son of Oliver Cromwell Bird, and Amy Darell Crittle (formerly Bird), (née
Holdaway).

Stepson of George Crittle.

Husband of Lily Bird (née Bennett) of “The Nutshell,” Culverstone Green.
Meopham, Gravesend, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 11 as shown above,
and on the Meopham, Gravesend, Kent civic war memorial, also on a Great War
bronze memorial plaque which is located in the parish church of St. John the
Baptist, Meopham, Kent.

On the census entry referred to above at the brief commemoration of his brother
Samuel; William was recorded by the census enumerator as being a 12 year old
native of Dartford, Kent. At the time of the 1891 census, the Bird family had
resided at Courtney Avenue, Wilmington, Dartford, Kent. Head of the house was
William and Oliver’'s father; Oliver Cromwell Bird who was recorded by the
census enumerator as being a 35 year old native of Finchfield, Rayleigh, Essex,
and employed as a Coachman-Domestic Servant. Aged 35 he died in 1894, and
his death was registered in the Malling, Kent registration district during the first
guarter of that year. Oliver’s widow was remarried to George Crittle in 1895, their
marriage was registered in the Malling, Kent registration district during the last
guarter of that year.



BOORMAN, FRANK JAMES. Private, G/532.

6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 10 May 1917.

Born Staplehurst, Cranbrook, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of Fred and Mary J. Boorman.

Buried Feuchy British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: I. C. 7.

At the time of the 1901 census the Boorman family resided at The Mote Farm
Cottage, Ightham, Kent. Head of the house was 41 year old Goudhurst, Kent
native Fred Boorman, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Frank was
recorded by the census enumerator as being 5 years old.

BOTTLE, HENRY. Private, 6/1470.

Canterbury Regiment, New Zealand Expeditionary Force.

Died at sea 20 May 1915. Aged 20.

Born Frant, Sussex.

Son of William Henry Bottle and Caroline Bottle (née Martin) of Rosewood Villa,
vy Hatch, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Commemorated on the Lone Pine Memorial, Lone Pine Cemetery. Turkey.

Ref. 74.

When Henry enlisted in the Canterbury, Military District of New Zealand, he gave
his address as being care of C. Hallands, Temuka, Geraldine County,
Canterbury, New Zealand, at which time his father who Henry named as his next
of kin, resided at Folly Hill Cottages, Leeds, near Maidstone, Kent. In the 3rd
Reinforcements of the Canterbury Infantry Battalion, Henry embarked at
Wellington on 14 February 1915, onboard one of the three New Zealand troop
ships carrying the reinforcements. The ships were the 7,527 ton H.M.N.Z.T.
Maunganui, 7,585 ton H.M.N.Z.T. Tahiti, and the 5,704 ton H.M.N.Z.T. Aparima,
all of which were owned by the Union Steamship Company of New Zealand Ltd.
After being wounded at Gallipoli, Henry was receiving medical treatment for his
wounds on the hospital ship H.M.H.S. Galeka, when he succumbed to his
wounds and was buried at sea. Henry is recorded on page 67 of the New
Zealand Great War Nominal Roll.

BRYANT, E. No positive identification or further information at this time.



CHEVERTON, THOMAS BIRD. M.C. Major.

Royal Field Artillery (Territorial Force).

Died 24 March 1918.

Born Newport, Isle of Wight.

Son of Richard B. Cheverton and Elizabeth S. Cheverton.

Husband of Mrs. Helena Cheverton (née Seamer) of Old Ferry Lodge, Wrotham,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 7.

Formerly Sergeant, 1356, 28th (County of London) London Regiment (Artists
Rifles). Thomas was commisioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Field
Artillery (Territorial Force) on 22 April 1915; he was posted to France on 3 July
1916. Notification of Thomas’s elevation from Lieutenant to Acting Major was
published in a Supplement of The London Gazette, dated 3 June 1918.
Thomas’s widow later resided at 13, Fosse Road, Tonbridge, Kent.

COLE, J. Due to the poor state of the panel on which this casualty is
commemorated, it has been difficult to read his name for certain. Unfortunately it
has been equally difficult to ascertain a positive match even if it is the correct
surname and initials, as such the following is arguably the closest match:-

COLE, JOSHUA. Private, L/10246.

1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 26 April 1915. Aged 23.

Born Ide Hill, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of Joshua and Esther A. Cole of 91, Boar Hill, Ide Hill, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 45.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Cole family resided at Boar Hill, 1de Hill,
Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Sundridge, Kent native
Joshua Cole (senior) who was employed as a General Labourer.

COLEMAN, JAMES EDWARD HENRY ROGER. Private, G/2212.

7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 8 October 1916. Aged 23.

Born Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of James and Mary Arm Coleman of Redwell, Ightham Common,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, Boulogne-sur-Mer, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: VIII. D. 131.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Coleman family resided at Ightham Common,
Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 44 year old Wrotham, Kent native
James Coleman (senior) who was employed as a Domestic Gardener. James
(junior) had previously served in the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment)
having purchased his discharge. He reenlisted in the army on 8 September 1914,
at which time he was employed as a 22 year old Labourer. James was posted to
the 7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’'s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) on 10
September 1914. He was an elder brother of Arthur Coleman, who is the next
casualty briefly commemorated below, and who had enlisted with him.



COLEMAN, ARTHUR. Corporal, G/2220.

7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 28 March 1918. Aged 21.

Born Ightham, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of James and Mary Ann Coleman of Redwell, Ightham Common,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 58.

Having enlisted with his brother, at which time James had stated that he was
employed as a Groom, both the Coleman brothers were posted to the 7th
(Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) on the same day.
Arthur was posted to France on 26 July 1915. He was appointed an unpaid
Lance Corporal on 19 October 1916, and paid as same from 29 October 1916,
he then remained as a Lance Corporal for only a few days as he was made a
Temporary Corporal on 1 November 1916, his rank being confirmed on 12 June
1917. In October 1917, Arthur had suffered shrapnel wounds for which he
received treatment at the 6th Casualty Clearing Station, Royal Army Medical
Corps, he also received a gunshot wound to his knee which was treated at the 11
General Hospital, Boulogne, which was staffed by American nursing personnel.
As the result of his wounds, Arthur was later taken to the 24th General Hospital
at Etaples, Pas de Calais, France for additional treatment. After recovering from
his wounds, Arthur returned to his battalion on 7 December 1917.

COLYER-FERGUSSON, THOMAS RIVERSDALE. V.C. Captain.

2nd Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment.

Died 31 July 1917. Aged 21.

Born at 13, Lower Berkley Street, Portman Square, London 18 February 1896.
Son of Thomas Colyer Colyer-Fergusson and the late Beatrice Stanley Colyer-
Fergusson (née Miller) of Ightham Mote, Sevenoaks, Kent, and of Wombwell
Hall, Northfleet, Kent.

Buried Menin Road South Military Cemetery, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: II. E. 1.



Also commemorated on the Ifield, Gravesend, Kent civic war memorial, and on
the above private memorial plaque, which is in the form of a parchment scroll in
the parish church of St. Peter, Ightham, which bears the following inscription:-
“BE THOU FAITHFUL UNTO DEATH/ AND | WILL GIVE THEE A CROWN OF
LIFE/ TO THE MEMORY OF A BELOVED SON/ THOMAS RIVERSDALE/
COLYER FERGUSSON V.C./ 2ND LIEUTENANT ACTING CAPTAIN
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE REGIMENT/ THIRD AND YOUNGEST SON OF
THOMAS COLYER AND THE LATE BEATRICE/ STANLEY COLYER-
FERGUSSON OF IGHTHAM MORE/ BORN 18TH FEBRUARY 1896. DIED
31ST JULY 1917/ HE WAS EDUCATED AT HARROW AND WHEN ABOUT TO
ENTER ORIEL COLLEGE/ OXFORD THE GREAT EUROPEAN WAR BROKE
OUT HE JOINED THE PUBLIC/ SCHOOLS BATTALION IN 1914. OBTAINED A
COMMISSION IN NORTHAMPTON-/ SHIRE REGIMENT IN MARCH 1915. HE
FELL AT BELLEWARDE IN THE/ 3RD BATTLE OF YPRES AFTER A
BRILLIANT AND SUCCESFUL ATTACK IN/ WHICH HE LED HIS FEW MEN
AGAINST GREAT ODDS AND PERSONALLY/ CAPTURED TWO MACHINE
GUNS FOR WHICH HE WAS POSTHUMOUSLY/ AWARDED THE VICTORIA
CROSS/ THE OFFICIAL REPORT OF THE ACTION CONCLUDES "THE
CONDUCT OF/ THIS OFFICER FORMS AN AMAZING RECORD OF DASH,
GALLANTRY/ AND SKILL FOR WHICH NO REWARD CAN BE TOO GREAT
HAVING/ REGARD TO THE IMPORTNANCE OF THE POSITION WON"/ THEY
SHALL GROW NOT OLD, AS WE THAT ARE LEFT GROW OLD:/ AGE SHALL
NOT WEARY THEM NOR THE YEARS CONDEMN./ AT THE GOING DOWN
OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING/ WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.”
Thomas's original wooden grave marker cross is in the chapel at Ightham Mote.
An extract from The London Gazette, No. 30272, dated 4 September 1917 states
the following:- “For most conspicuous bravery, skilful leading and determination
in attack. The tactical situation having developed contrary to expectation, it was
not possible for his company to adhere to the original plan of deployments, and
owing to the difficulties of the ground and to enemy wire, Captain Colyer
Fergusson found himself with a Serjeant and five men only. He carried out the
attack nevertheless, and succeeded in capturing the enemy trench and disposing
of the garrison. His party was then threatened by a heavy counter-attack from the
left front, but this attack he successfully resisted. During this operation, assisted
by his Orderly only, he attacked and captured an enemy machine gun and turned
it on the assailants, many of whom were killed and a large number driven into the
hands of an adjoining British unit. Later, assisted only by his Serjeant, he again
attacked and captured a second enemy machine gun, by which time he had been
joined by other portions of his company, and was enabled to consolidate his
position. The conduct of this officer throughout forms an amazing record of dash,
gallantry and skill, for which no reward can be too great, having regard to the
importance of the position won. This gallant officer was shortly afterwards killed
by a sniper.” On 7 April 1951, Thomas’s father, Sir Thomas Colyer Colyer-
Fergusson, Bart., F.S.A., died, having resided at Ightham Mote since 1889, when
he had purchased the Mote estate from the representatives of the Selby family.



CORNELL, C. Arguably the best match for this casualty, is the following member
of the Royal Marine Light Infantry, who like many other casualties that are named
on war memorials, had possibly been commemorated devoid of his first initial:-
CORNELL, FREDERICK CECIL. Private, CH/2033(S).

1st Royal Marine Battalion, Royal Marine Light Infantry, 63rd (Royal Naval)
Division.

Died 10 November 1918. Aged 20.

Born Greenwich, London 8 September 1897.

Foster son of Arthur and Ruth Usherwood of Dovedale, lvy Hatch, Sevenoaks,
Kent.

Buried Cement House Cemetery, Langemark-Poelkapelle, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Grave Ref: XVII. B. 13.

Frederick enlisted in the Royal Marines on 27 December 1916, at which time he
was aged 19 years 3 months 20 days, and had stated that he was employed as a
Farm Labourer. He was posted to the 3rd Royal Marine Battalion, Royal Marine
Light Infantry, 63rd (Royal Naval) Division, serving at Mudros on 23 August 1917,
moving to Thasos on 3 November 1917, back to Mudros again on 3 January
1918, to Tenedos on 14 March 1918, and returned to Mudros on 15 May 1918.
Following his time spent serving in the Aegean area, Frederick was drafted to the
British Expeditionary Force on 10 June 1918, and later joined the 1st Royal
Marine Battalion, Royal Marine Light Infantry, 63rd (Royal Naval) Division on 8
September 1918, in which he then remained until being killed in action the day
before the signing of the armistice and the cessation of the hostilities. Frederick’s
birth was registered in the Poplar, London registration district during the third
quarter of 1897. At the time of the 1901 census, Arthur and Ruth Usherwood who
subsequently became Frederick’s foster parents resided at Ightham Court. Head
of the house was 44 year old Ightam native Arthur Usherwood, who was
employed as a Nursery Garden Labourer. Whilst researching, the marriage of
Arthur Joseph Usherwood and Ruth Nash was noted, which was registered in the
Maidstone, Kent area during the third quarter of 1877.

COUCHMAN, WALTER. Private G/12544,

3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 30 March 1916.

Born Chipstead, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of Walter and Mary Louise Couchman of Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried St. Peter’'s Churchyard, Ightham, Kent. Grave Ref: North-West part.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Couchman family resided at Chipstead
Village, Kent. Head of the house was 33 year old Chevening, Kent native Walter
Couchman (senior), who was employed as a Wheelwright-Journeyman. Walter
(junior) enlisted in the army on 26 February 1916, at which time he stated that he
was 24 years and 325 days old, and that he was employed as a Coach Painter
and Sign Writer, residing at Ightham, Kent. Sadly, Walter served in the army for
only 34 days, as he died of Pneumonia at 0150 hours on 30 March 1916, whilst
he was a patient at the Drill Hall Military Hospital, Fort Pitt, Chatham, Kent.



CRAWLEY, THOMAS HENRY OUSELEY. Captain,

4th Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment.

Died 6 May 1915. Aged 30.

Born Punjab, India 19 February 1885.

Son of Colonel George Burridge Crawley of Upper Brooms, Ightham, Kent, and
of Catherine (Kate) Ouseley O’Donnell (formerly Crawley) (née Sherlock).
Husband of Meta Janette Steel Raper (formerly Crawley), (née Grant) of Malvern
House, Leigh, Worcestershire.

Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. Panel 104, and on the
Blairgowrie, Perthshire, Scotland civic war memorial.

Formerly Lieutenant, 7th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London
Regiment). Thomas was a pupil at Hurstpierpoint College, Sussex from 1895 to
1899. Thomas’s parents divorced in 1887, his father Colonel George Burridge
Crawley 1858-1932, was a retired Indian Army officer, and had also been a
Cantonment Magistrate of the North West Provinces, India.

CROWSON, CHARLES LAUR. Private, 241783.

2nd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment.

Died 30 August 1918. Aged 37.

Born Ightham, Kent. Enlisted Woodford, Essex.

Son of Laur and Ada Charlotte Crowson (née Kelley) of Beresford Villa, Ightham,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Husband of Lydia Crowson (née Elliman) of 8, Aldeburgh Place, Woodford Wells,
Essex.

Buried Ecoust-St. Mein British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: A. 4.

Formerly Private, 32268, Suffolk Regiment. At the time of the 1901 census, the
Crowson family resided at Rose Wood Cottage, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Head of the house was 43 year old Ightham native Laur Crowson, who was
employed as a Domestic Gardener. Charles was a brother of Robert Crowson,
who is the next casualty briefly commemorated below.

CROWSON, ROBERT. Petty Officer, J/14151.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Ettrick.

Died 7 July 1917. Aged 22.

Born Ightam, Sevenoaks, Kent 13 January 1895.

Son of Laur and Ada Charlotte Crowson (née Kelley) of Beresford Villa, Ightham,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 21, as shown above.

On the day that he died, Robert’s 570 ton Palmer class destroyer was torpedoed
by the German uboat U-61, which was commanded by 29 year old
Kapitanleutnant Georg Gerth, when she was 15 miles south-west of Beachy
Head, blowing off her bow. The attack resulted in 49 casualties, but H.M.S.
Ettrick survived the attack, and was broken up in 1919.
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DEWLEY, J. No trace. Due to the poor state of the panel on which this casualty
is commemorated, it has been difficult to read his name for certain. Unfortunately
it has been equally difficult to ascertain a positive match, even if it is the correct
surname and initial, and as such the following is arguably the closest match, but
it should be pointed out that some of the following is transcribers supposition:-
DEWLEY, WILLIAM GEORGE. Private, G/13149.

7th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment.

Died 9 May 1917.

Born Woodburn Green, Buckinghamshire. Enlisted Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of William and Susise Dewley.

Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 6.

Only two Great War casualties with the surname DEWLEY are commemorated
by the CWGC. In an attempt to positively identify the casualty who is
commemorated on the Ightham civic war memorial, a number of variants of the
surname were entered on different relevant searchable data sources. In addition
to the online sources , several publications were also checked all of which was to
no avail. In view of the number of times that irrefutably positively identified
casualties from several different conflicts, who have been commemorated with
the use of not their true Christian name, the same might be applicable here. It
has also been noted whilst transcribing war memorials etcetera, that the
instances re use of a different Christian has been particularly frequent when a
casualty has the same Christian or forename as his father. At the time of the
1901 census, the Dewley family resided at 8, Pleasant Place, Slough,
Buckinghamshire. Head of the house was 48 year old Chelvey, Slough,
Buckinghamshire native William Dewley, who was employed as a Gardener.

DRURY, PERCY. Private, G/43416.

2nd Battalion, Middlesex Regiment.

Died 2 June 1918. Aged 31.

Born Willmott Hill, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided
Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of Albert Alfred and Eliza Drury (née Cheevus) of Yewtree Cottage, Ivy
Hatch, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Sissonne British Cemetery, Sissonne, Aisne, France. Grave Ref: 6. 16.
Also commemorated on the Plaxtol, Kent civic war memorial.

Formerly Private, 6133, 1/7th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Drury family resided at Willmott Hill, Plaxtol,
Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 53 year old Rolvenden, Kent native
Albert Alfred Drury, who was employed as a Farm Labourer.

11



EVANS, J. As commemorated on the Ightham civic war memorial. Arguably the
best match for this casualty is the following Ightham native, who like countless
other casualties on war memorials has been commemorated devoid of an initial:-
EVANS, ALFRED JAMES. Rifleman, 52438.

12th (Service) Battalion, Royal Irish Rifles (Central Antrim).

Died 6 June 1918. Aged 19.

Born Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Joseph George and Minnie Evans of Chapel Street, Borough Green,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 139.

Formerly Private, 38482, Royal Warwickshire Regiment.

FREMLIN, ALBION THOMAS. Private, 41065.

1st Battalion, Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers.

Died 23 April 1917.

Born Stansted, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Mary Ann Fremlin of Crown Point Cottages, Ightham, Sevenoaks, and of
the late Thomas Fremlin.

Buried Arras Road Cemetery, Roclincourt, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: Ill. P. 33.

Formerly Private, 47730, Middlesex Regiment.

FUNNEL?

Although there are several casualties who are commemorated on the Ightham
civic war memorial, that as the result of the overall poor state of same their
names are difficult to read, and unfortunately this persons has proved to be the
hardest. It is possibly somebody with the surname FUNNELL, of which the
CWGC commemorates 86. Checking O/SDWG and other data sources revealed
that a significant number of Great War casualties had various connections with
Kent, but regrettably no tangible connection with Ightham, Kent was established.

HIDER, FRANK JOHN. Private G/4948,

1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 9 June 1915. Aged 28.

Born Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Ivy Heath,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of James Hider.

Husband of Ada Emma Wilson (formerly Hider), (née Coppard) of High Street,
Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Voormezeele Enclosures No.1 and No 2, leper, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Grave Ref: I. A. 8.

When Frank enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War,” on December
1914, he stated that he was 26 years and 159 days old, and was employed as a
Carter. Frank named his wife Ada Emma Wilson Hider, residing at Mote
Cottages, Ightham as his next of kin.

12



HILLS, AMOS SHEPHARD. Private, CH/534(S).

2nd Battalion, Royal Marines, 63rd (Royal Naval) Division.

Died 30 October 1916.

Born Leigh, Tonbridge, Kent 9 February 1893.

Son of Mary Hills of Tilton Cottage, Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Hamel Military Cemetery, Beaumont-Hamel, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: Il. B. 13.

Amos enlisted in the Royal Marines in London on 17 November 1914, at which
time he stated that he was employed as a Gardener. Embarked Royal Marine
Brigade on 9 May 1915, joined Portsmouth Battalion on 31 May 1915. On 13 July
1915 he was officially posted as missing, but on 17 July 1915 he reported to the
2nd (Royal Naval) Field Ambulance near Chin, and later rejoined his battalion.
Between 31 July 1915 and 9 October 1915, suffered with Dysentery for which he
received medical help. He later rejoined the 2nd Battalion, Royal Marines on 23
December 1915, and continued to serve in the battalion until he was killed in
action with working party from Englebelmer, where his battalion had been since
21 October 1916, the day after Amos was killed the battalion moved to
Hédauville.

HOLLMAN, FRED ARTHUR. Private, G/2104.

8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 23 April 1916. Aged 23.

Born Ightham, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Arthur and the late Rosetta Hollman of Church Green, Ightham, Kent.
Buried Dranouter Military Cemetery, Heuvelland, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: I. C. 19.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Hollman family was residing at what the
enumerator has entered as “Private House.” Head of the house was Ightham
native Arthur Hollman, who was employed as an Ordinary Agricultural Labourer.
Fred enlisted in the army for the ‘Duration of the war on 9 September 1914,
which was 7 days after his twenty-first birthday. At the time of his enlistment Fred
stated that he was employed as a Postman. Having carried out his basic training
etcetera whilst serving in the 9th (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West
Kent Regiment), Fred was transferred to the 8th (Service) Battalion of his
regiment on 1 January 1916, for service with the British Expeditionary Force on
the Western Front the following day.

HOLLMAN, HORACE. Private, S/312.

1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 30July 1916.

Born Ightham, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Thomas and Mary Ann Hollman.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C.
Horace was a recalled reservist, having originally enlisted at Halifax, Yorkshire in
the West Riding Regiment on 12 March 1887. He later transferred to the Army
Service Corps, and was discharged on the completion of 12 years service.
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HOLLMAN, THOMAS. Private, S/622.

1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 4 October 1917.

Born Ightham, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 106 to 108.

As a recalled reservist, Thomas had reenlisted back in his former regiment, the
Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) on 10 September 1914. At the time of
reenlisting, Thomas was aged 39 years and 124 days and employed as a
Labourer. Initially Thomas served with the 8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own
(Royal West Kent Regiment) from 14 September 1914, which was only 2 days
after it had been formed at Maidstone. On 12 February 1915, Thomas was
transferred to the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion of the regiment, and on 29 April 1915
he was transferred to the 1st Battalion in which he then remained until his death.
On 30 April 1915, Thomas arrived at the 5 Infantry Base Depot on the Western
Front, and then joined “B” Company, 1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West
Kent Regiment) at Brielen, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium on 3 May 1915. Thomas
joined the battalion only two days before it took part in a unsuccessful and costly
attack on German trenches, which were to the north of Hill 60 at Zillebeke.
Thomas took part in a number of intense engagements that were fought by his
battalion during the 1916 ‘Battle of the Somme,” and was one of the casualties
having been diagnosed as suffering from Shell Shock on 11 September 1916.
Following treatment for his condition, Thomas later returned to his battalion and
continued to take an active part in all of its activities. From 25 July 1917 to 4
August 1917 Thomas was granted leave to the United Kingdom. Because both of
his parents had died, all official correspondence etcetera appertaining to Thomas
following his death, was sent to his sister Mrs. Emily Homewood of Old Bury,
Spring Lane, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. On 2 August 1918, for official purposes
Thomas'’s death was accepted as having occurred on 4 October 1917.

HOLLMAN, WALTER. Private, G/4947.

1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 22 July 1916. Aged 38.

Born Ightham, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of Joseph and Amelia Hollman (née Ashby), of Redwell, Ightham,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Husband of Louisa Hollman, of Rose Bank Cottage, Ivy Hatch, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C.
When Walter enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on 11 December
1914, he stated that he was 36 years and 271 days old, and that he was
employed as a Gardener, residing at Ivy Hatch, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. He
joined the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) on
18 December 1914, and was posted to the 1st Battalion of the regiment on 22
April 1915 for active service in France, and then remained in the battalion until
his death. Initially Walter was posted as ‘Missing,” but for official purposes his
death was accepted as having occurred on 22 July 1916.
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JAMES, CHARLES KENNETH. D.S.0. and Bar. Lieutenant Colonel.

6th (Service) Battalion, Border Regiment.

Died 19 May 1918. Aged 26.

Born Stamford Hill, London 19 January 1892.

Son of Dr. Charles Alfred James of The Pollard EIms, Upper Clapton, London,
and of Ann Lucy James (née Philipson).

Husband of Phyllis Dorothy E. Cursham (formerly James), (née Buckland) of The
Manor House, Thrumpton, Derbyshire.

Buried Bienvillers Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: XVI. D. 7.

Charles was educated at the School of Messrs Innes-Hopkins, and Mr.
Broadrick’s School, Harrow. He later went to Cheltenham College in 1905, prior
to going up to Caius College, Cambridge in 1910. Having originally intended to
join the Indian Civil Service, Charles had been accepted for service in the Royal
Navy but was later rejected due to defected eyesight. During two long vacations
Charles went to Russia, where he coached Alexi, the only son of Baron Stahl von
Holstein, Agent and Steward to the Grand Duke Peter of Russia. In addition to
being a fluent speaker of Russian, Charles also learned other languages. Prior to
the Great War, Charles was employed by the Asiatic Petroleum Company at
Shanghai, and at the commencement of hostilities he headed back to England
via Siberia, and was arrested twice in Sweden but managed to escape after two
days imprisonment with the help of an English Petty Officer. Charles was
gazetted as a Second Lieutenant in the 6th (Service) Battalion, Border Regiment
in October 1914. He was killed by machinegun fire whilst visiting his men.
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KEALEY , ALFRED. Corporal, G/2127.

7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 25 July 1917. Aged 25.

Born Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Son of Alfred and Annie Kealey of Yaldham, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: XVI. H. 13.

SDGW records Alfred as having been born at Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, but the
CWGC commemoration details for Alfred show him as being a native of
Wrotham, Kent. At the time of the 1901 census the Kealey family was residing at
East Yaldham Manor Cottage, Wrotham, Kent, and the census enumerator
entered Alfred’s place of birth as Wrotham, Kent. Fortunately, unlike the majority
of the Great War British army other ranks Service Papers which were lost during
a bombing raid by enemy aircraft; Alfred’s documents survived the bombing.
When Alfred had enlisted in the army on 31 August 1914, one of the questions
which would have been put to him was what was his place of birth, to which he
had replied Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent. Alfred had also stated that he was aged
23 years and 273 days, employed as a Gardner.

LAWRENCE, FRANK. Gunner, 82036.

"A" Battery, 62nd Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died 5 November 1915. (Please see below).

Born Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent.

Buried Guards Cemetery, Windy Corner, Cuinchy, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: IV. B. 33.

Frank’s date of death shown above, is as extracted from his CWGC
commemoration details, but SDGW records his date of death as 5 November
1916. His medal index card entry shows that Frank was posted to France on 1
June 1915 and also that he died, but unfortunately unlike thousands of other
casualties, his card shows no recorded date of death. As Frank’s death certificate
or any other supporting documentation has no been sighted by the transcriber of
these brief commemoration, combined with the fact that the CWGC records and
SDWG contains a lot of errors, it has therefore regrettably not been possible on
this occasion to state an exact date for Frank’s death.

MALLION, WILLIAM HENRY. Private, G/4950.

1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 4 April 1918. Aged 33.

Born Rolvenden, Kent.

Son of William Henry Mallion and the late Sarah Mallion (née Bingham) of
Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried St. Peters Churchyard, Ightham, Kent. Grave Ref: South-West part.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Mallion family resided at 4, Chapel Row,
Ightham, Kent. Head of the house was 46 year old Benenden, Kent native
William Henry Mallion (senior), who was employed as an Ordinary Agricultural
Worker.
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MACDONALD, J. No positive identification or further information at this time.

MERTON, CHARLE FREDERICK. Private, G/13509.

9th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment.

Died 30 December 1916.

Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Husband of E. J. Fletcher (formerly Merton) of Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Buried Philosophe British Cemetery, Mazingarbe, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: Il. G. 2.

MOORE, ARTHUR. Rifleman S/10724,

3rd Battalion, Rifle Brigade.

Died 21 August 1916.

Born and resided Ightham, Kent. Enlisted, Tonbridge, Kent.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.
Pier and Face 16 B and 16 C.

MOORCROFT, JOSEPH CHARLES. Private, T/270709.

10th (Royal East Kent and West Kent Yeomanry) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment).

Died 13 August 1918. Aged 21.

Born Ightham, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Borough Green, Kent.
Son of Mr. J. C. Moorecroft of 11, Sunnyside, Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 17.
Formerly Private, 150, 1st/1st West Kent Yeomanry.

MITCHELL, SIDNEY WILLIAM. Private, G/39893.

1st Battalion, Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment).

Died 25 September 1917. Aged 28.

Born Malling, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Ightham Common.

Son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Evans, of Monckton's Cottages, Basted Lane, Borough
Green, Kent.

Husband of Mrs. A. Wickham (formerly Mitchell), of Frankfield, Seal Chart,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 14 to 17 and 162 to 162A.

NEWMAN, EDWARD GEORGE. D.C.M. Serjeant, 61654.

“B” Battery, Royal Field Artillery.

Died 5th October 1917. Aged 26.

Born Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Edward and Harriet Newman of 1, Whatcote Cottages, St. Mary's Platt,
Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: XXVII. E. 1A.
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PALMER, ASKEW WILLIAM. (WO2) Company Serjeant Major, 200090.

2nd/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).
Died 22 April 1917. Aged 29.

Born Ightham, Kent. Enlisted Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of Friend William and Ann Palmer (née Mitchell) of The Willows, Ightham,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Deir El Belah War Cemetery Israel. Grave Ref: A. 132.

Commemorated on the Kippington, Sevenoaks, Kent war memorial.

Formerly Sergeant, TF/991, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). At the
time of the 1901 census, the Palmer family resided at Post Office Cottage,
Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 43 year old Friend William
Palmer, who was employed as a House Painter. The then 13 year old Askew
was recorded by the census enumerator as having been employed by the
General Post Office as a Telegraph Messenger. Askew was posted to the Balkan
war theatre on 9 August 1915. At the time of his death when he died of wounds,
he was an Acting (WO1) Regimental Sergeant Major.

PARKES, ALBERT. Private, G/3806.

7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 13 July 1916.

Born Shipbourne, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Sevenoaks, Kent.

On of Albert and Rose Parkes.

Buried Bernafay Wood British Cemetery, Montauban, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: D. 5.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Parkes family resided at Mote Cottages,
Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 29 year old Coventry,
Warwickshire native Albert Parkes (senior), who was employed as a Domestic
Gardener. Albert (junior) was recorded by the census enumerator as being 5
years old, which would mean that when he lost his life during the ‘Battle of the
Somme 1916," he would have been only been about 20 years old.

RALPH, ALBERT JOHN. Private, 5014.

4th/1st Battalion, Cambridgeshire Regiment.

Died 27 May 1916. Aged 33.

Born Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Wandsworth, Surrey.

Son of Mrs. Victoria Ralph of Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Bury St. Edmunds Cemetery, Suffolk. Grave Ref: 35. 50A.
Formerly Private, 18521, East Surrey Regiment.

SHAW, WILLIAM. Private, L/8260.

1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 6 October 1914. Aged 29.

Born Deptford, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Alfred and Annie Shaw of 14, Rock Road, Borough Green, Sevenoaks,
Kent.

Buried Netley Military Cemetery, Hampshire. Grave Ref: C. E. 1599.
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STANLEY, PERCY LAMBERT. Lance Corporal, R/46.

10th (Service) Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps.

Died 10 August 1917.

Born and resided Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.
Grandson of Mrs. Kethurah Stanley (née Udall) of The Forge, Ightham,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 53.
At the time of the 1901 census, Percy resided with his grandparents; Gordon
Lambert Stanley and Kethurah Stanley at the address shown above. Head of the
house was 44 year old Goudhurst, Kent native Gordon Lambert Stanley who was
an Own Account Blacksmith and employer.

Percy stated that he was 19 years and 330 days old, when he enlisted in the
army on 31 August 1914, ‘For the duration of the war,” at which time he stated
that he was employed as a Porter. Having been initially posted as a Rifleman to
the King’'s Royal Rifle Corps Regimental Depot, he was posted to the 7th
(Service) Battalion of the regiment on 6 September 1914, Percy’'s time as
member of that battalion was for only a short duration, as he was transferred to
the 10th (Service) Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps on 21 September 1914. On
31 October 1914, Percy was appointed a (paid) Lance Corporal, which he then
remained until reverting to a Rifleman at his own request on 25 July 1916, which
was only four days after being posted to France. Percy was later appointed as an
(unpaid) Lance Corporal on 26 April 1917, and remained so until he was killed.

SWAFFER, WILLIAM GLAZIER. Driver, 40138.

Royal Field Artillery.

Died 28 Junel1918. Aged 28.

Born Charing, Kent December 1889.

Son of Emma Swaffer of Rose Cottage Lenham Heath, Maidstone, Kent.

Buried Holy Trinity Churchyard, Charing Heath, Ashford, Kent.

Commemorated on Great War memorial plaque in the parish church of Holy
Trinity, Charing Heath, Ashford, Kent.

Until Wednesday 19 November 2008, Willam had no form of official
commemoration by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. He was only
finally commemorated as the result of over three years of painstaking research
and persistence, by the webmaster and joint owner of this website Neil Clark. For
far more comprehensive details appertaining to William’s life and death, please
also see Batch 2 at the ‘Kent’s Forgotten Men’ section of this website.

THORNDYCRAFT, REGINALD FRANK. M.M. Rifleman, R/966.

“A” Company, 11th (Service) Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps.

Died 3 September 1916. Aged 20.

Born and enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Son of Mr. and Mrs. W. Thorndycraft of Basted Lodge, Borough Green,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 13 A and 13 B.
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WEBB, W. No positive identification or further information at this time.

WILLARD, J. Arguably the best match for this casualty is the following soldier:-
WILLARD, JESSIE. Private, 9146.

3rd/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).
Died 17 September 1917. Aged 24.

Born East Sutton, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided
Cambridge, Cambridgeshire.

Son of George and Bessie Willard.

Husband of Catherine Ann Willard of 56, Norwich Street, Cambridge,
Cambridgeshire.

Buried Sunken Road Cemetery, Fampoux, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: I. A. 31.

Formerly Private, G/58, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). At the time
of the 1901 census, the Willard family resided at Stangate, Birling, Kent. Head of
the house was 52 year old Hawkhurst, Kent native George Willard, who was
employed as a Cattle Yardman. Jessie was posted to France on 1 June 1915.

WRAIGHT, FREDERICK CHARLES. Serjeant, 8964.

2nd Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment

Died 25 May 1917.

Born Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Ightham,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Amara War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: XIlII. G. 15.

Commemorated on the Ightam, Sevenoaks, Kent civic war memorial, as is
probably one of his brothers, briefly commemorated below, as both appear to be
the sons of Matthew and Mary Wraight. At the time of the 1901 census the
Wraight family resided at Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. It should be noted that on
the census, the enumerator has recorded Frederick as being a native of Ightham,
Kent, as opposed to Wrotham, Kent. Places of birth, enlistment and residency as
shown above, are as accessed from Frederick’s entry infon SDGW.

WRAIGHT, WILLIAM. Private, 34774.

7th (Extra Reserve) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).

Died 29 April 1917. Aged 26.

Born Ightham, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Shipbourne, Kent.

Son of Mr. Wraight of Ightham

Husband of Annie Wraight, of High Street, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 3, and on
the Shipbourne, and Plaxtol, Kent, civic war memorials.
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The Great War

1914 -1919
Lost Men

ASKWITH, THOMAS NOWELL. Second Lieutenant.

"C" Battery, 250th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died 24 October 1917. Aged 37.

Born Islington, London 27 December 1879.

Son of Thomas and Maria Eugenie Askwith.

Husband of Ruby I. Askwith (née Garrett) of Bewley Farm House, Ightham,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Bleuet Farm Cemetery, Elverdinge, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: Il. A. 27.

BERRILL, FRANK GALE. Lieutenant.

57th Battery, 43rd Brigade, Royal Field Atrtillery.

Died 28 September 1918. Aged 21.

Born Streatham Hill, London.

Son of Clara Helen Berrill of The Boundary, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent, and the
late Charles Gale Berrill.

Buried Duisans British Cemetery, Etrun, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: VII. A. 47.

GRAVES, GEORGE ALBERT. Private, 34999.

7th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).

Died 13 November 1916.

Born Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Sevenoaks, Kent. Resided Otford,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Ancre British Cemetery, Beaumont-Hamel, Somme France.

Grave Ref: Ill. A. 10.

HAYMAN, HORACE CHARLES. Private, 151698.

5th Battalion, Labour Corps.

Died 25 April 1918. Aged 31.

Son of William and Ellen Hayman of Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Husband of Mary Kate Hayman of 56, Chevening Lane, Knockholt, Sevenoaks,
Kent.

Formerly Private, G/88979, 29th (Works) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, and
Private, 1219, 9th (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment).

Buried St. Katherines Churchyard, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Grave Ref: In North-West part.
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HIDER, ALFRED GEORGE. Private, 12485.

2nd Battalion, Grenadier Guards.

Died 8 May 1918. Aged 38.

Born at Ightham Mote, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent.
Resided Westerham, Kent.

Son of James and Mary Ann Hider.

Husband of Ellen Hider (née Smith) of 14, Westbourne Street, Hove, Sussex.
Buried St. Marys Churchyard, Westerham, Kent. A. 66.

Depending on what date source is checked for this casualty, results in the same
Christian names, but sometimes in the reverse order. At the time of enlisting in
the army and being attested to serve in the Grenadier Guards on 30 November
1905, he signed his name as Alfred George Hider. The Grenadier Guards was
his preferred choice of regiment in which to serve for 3 years with the Colours
and 9 years in the army reserve. At the time of his enlistment, Alfred stated that
he was 24 years and 5 months old, employed as a Bricklayers Labourer, and that
he was single. On 30 November 1907, Alfred was awarded a Good Conduct
Badge, and exactly a year later he was transferred to the army reserve having
completed his 3 years with the Colours. On 29 January 1901, Alfred married Miss
Ellen Smith at the parish church of St. Mary’s, Kemsing, Kent. On 5 August 1914,
Alfred was mobilized at Wellington Barracks, London, and was posted to serve in
the 2nd Battalion, Grenadier Guards. Only four days after he had been mobilized,
Alfred sailed for France with his battalion from Southampton on board the 6243
ton SS Cawdor Castle, and landed at the port of Harve the following day. Alfred
had reported sick whilst serving in France in February 1915, at which time he had
complained of shortness of breath and pains in the lower part of his chest, but he
had remained on duty. Because the symptoms had persisted, Alfred was
admitted to hospital in France in April 1915, where he had remained as a patient
for 3 days, following which time he was put on ‘Light Duties.” Despite the change
in his duties the pain still continued, and as the result of which he was taken to a
base Hospital on 24 May 1915, from where he was evacuated back to England
on 4 June 1915 after serving for 296 days on the Western Front. On 16 July
1915, Alfred attended an army Medical Board which found that he was suffering
from a Thoracic Aortic Aneurysm. As the result of the findings of the Medical
Board, Alfred was discharged from the army on 30 August 1915 being “No longer
fit for war service.” Although the army Medical Board had come to the decision
that Alfred’s condition was not actually caused by his war service, the board
members all agree that his conditioned was worsened by his army service, and
as the result of which Alfred was awarded a pension for himself, and his wife and
their three young children. Although the transcriber of these brief
commemorations has not sited Alfred’s death certificate, and as such it is purely
supposition, but it would seem likely that he died of the condition which had led to
his medical discharge from the army.
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KEMSLEY, JACK. Rifleman, 2200.

4th Battalion, Rifle Brigade.

Died 25 May 1915. Aged 26.

Born Snodland, Kent. Enlisted Mill Hill, Middlesex. Resided Ightham, Kent.

Son of John and Mary Ann Kemsley (née Olding) of Constitution Hill, Snodland,
Kent, formerly of the George and Dragon, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Husband of Florence Emily Teideman (formerly Kemsley), (née Barclay), of 18,
Lennox Buildings, Wandsworth Road, Vauxhall, London SW8.

Buried Snodland Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: 95.

Commemorated on the Snodland, Kent civic war memorial, and in the parish
church of All Saints, Snodland.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Kemsley family resided at May Street,
Snodland, Kent. Head of the house was 52 year old Halling, Kent native John
Kemsley, who was employed as an Engine Driver at one of the local cement
works. Aged 18 years and 3 months, Jack enlisted in the Rifle Brigade on 16 July
1907, at which time he stated that he was a Hair Dresser. The first 7 years of
Jack’s service was within Great Britain, which had included time spent serving in
the south of Ireland. He was trained as a Mounted Infantryman at Longmoor,
Hampshire and passed as such on 4 December 1912. Serving in the 3rd
Battalion, Rifle Brigade, Jack embarked with the battalion at Southampton
onboard the SS Lake Michigan on 8 September 1914, and arrived at the French
port of Harve on 10 September 1914. During an attack by the enemy at Port
Egal Farm the east of Armentieres on 23 October 1914, Lieutenant Douglas B.
Landale and 17 other ranks were killed and 43 men were wounded, one of those
wounded was Jack. It would seem likely that at the time of being wounded, Jack
had been a member of “C” Company which suffered most of the casualties.
Having received treatment for his wounds whilst still in France, Jack eventually
arrived back in England on 31 October 1914. After spending a total of 145 days
being treated for his wounds and convalescing, during which time he was
transferred to the 6th (Reserve) Battalion, Rifle Brigade on the Isle of Sheppey,
Kent. Having been considered fit for active service, Jack returned to the Western
Front on 25 March 1915 in the 7th reinforcement draft of the 4th Battalion, Rifle
Brigade. On 12 May 1915 during the Second Battle of Ypres, Jack received
gunshot wounds again and also suffered a fractured Femur. Having received
treatment at various locations during a medical evacuation process, Jack arrived
back in England on 17 May 1915 and eventually arrived at the Queen Alexandria
Military Hospital, Grosvenor Road, London, SW. Despite the best efforts of all the
medical teams involved, at 1235 hours on 25 May 1915, Jack succumbed to the
wounds that he had received in Belgium. Obviously regrettable, but it also seems
somewhat ironic that Jack is numbered amongst the Ightham casualties who are
not commemorated on the parish civic war memorial, as his former home at the
George and Dragon is quite litteraly opposite the war memorial.
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MITCHELL, HENRY. Sergeant, 12307.

23rd Field Company, Royal Engineers.

Died 3 September 1916.

Born Charlton, Kent. Enlisted Guildford, Surrey. Resided Ightham, Kent.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 8 A and 8 D.

PESTELL, CHARLES ERNEST. Private, M2/100227.

Mechanical Transport, Caterpillar Section, Army Service Corps.

Attached to the V Corps Heavy Attillery.

Died 2 April 1918. Aged 32.

Born Kings Cliffe, Peterborough, Northhamptonshire. Enlisted Leicestershire.
Resided Stoke Prior, Worcestershire.

Son of Charles and Ann Pestell of Rotherby, Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire.
Husband of Margaret Ada Pestell (née Kent) of Preston's Farmhouse, Ightham,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, Seine-Maritime, France.

Grave Ref: P. IX. K. 12B.

Charles was posted to France on 26 September 1915.

RAY, JOHN ALFRED. Private, 9520.

1st Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment.

Died 11 March 1915. Aged 26.

Born and resided Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.
Brother of Alice Baker of Church Green, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Buried Wimereux Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: I. D. 23A.

SHEPHERD, CHARLES ALBERT. Private, 54885.

26th (Service) Battalion (Bankers), Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).
Died 2 August 1917. Aged 33.

Born Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Sevenoaks, Kent. Resided Wrotham,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Elizabeth Shepherd of High Street, Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 6
or 8, and on the Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent civic war memorial.

SHRUBB, CHARLES. Private, 291844.

8th (Service) Battalion, Devonshire Regiment.

Died 7 October 1917. Aged 28.

Born Otford, Kent. Enlisted Sevenoaks, Kent. Resided Dartford, Kent.

Husband of Esther May Shrubb of Sunnyside, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of Silas and Harriett Shrubb.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 39, and on the Dartford, Kent civic war memorial.
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WEDGWOOD, ARTHUR FELIX. Captain.

1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, North Staffordshire Regiment.

Died 14 March 1917. Aged 39.

Born Barlaston, Staffordshire 18 July 1877.

Son of Clement Francis and Emily Catherine Wedgwood (née Rendel) of
Barlaston, Staffordshire.

Husband of Katharine Longstaff Wedgwood of The Grange, Ightham, Kent.
Buried Rossignol Wood Cemetery, Hebuterne, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: A. 5.

Commemorated at St. John’s Church, Barlaston, Staffordshire.

Arthur was a member of the world famous Wedgwood Pottery manufacturing
family of Barlaston, Staffordshire. The 9941 foot “Wedgwood Peak” southwest of
Lake Magog at the headwaters of Wedgwood Creek. Assiniboine Park,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, was so named in 1918; in honour of Arthur who
made the first ascent of the mountain in 1910 was his wife.
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The Second World War

1939-1945

ASHBY, LESLIE ARTHUR. Private, 6347574.

5th Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).

Died 18 March 1943. Aged 24.

Son of Frederick and Alice Ashby of Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Husband to Pearl Ashby of Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Tabarka Ras Rajel War Cemetery, Tunisia.

Grave Ref: Plot 3. Row C. Grave 24.

BARING, PATRICK. Second Lieutenant, 75440.

3rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards.

Died 19 May 1940. Aged 21.

Born 10 November 19109.

Son of The Honourable Windham Baring, and of Lady Gweneth Baring (née
Ponsonby) of Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Outer Communal Cemetery, Ninove, Oost-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

Grave Ref: 263.

Patrick’s father was the Managing Director of Baring Brothers, and was Director
of the Buenos Aires Great Southern Railway. He had served in the Great War as
a Lieutenant in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. Patrick’'s brother; Major
Windham Baring, T.D., O.St.J., served in the 97th (Kent Yeomanry), Field
Regiment, Royal Artillery during the Second World War. Their step-brother;
Guardsman Edward Simon Myles Cavendish, died on 4 January 1947, aged 18.
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BURVILL, F.P.? Civilian casualty?

Due to the poor state of the memorial panel which bears the name of this
casualty, it has not been possible to clearly define the initials of this person, and
also to a lesser extent his or her surname, which is probably BURVILL. Of
genuine concern to us, is that it would appear that this casualty is possibly
numbered amongst the thousands of Commonwealth victims of war who are still
not commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. In view of
same, when the opportunity arises, a more detailed on site examination of the
Ightham civic war memorial will have to be made, and after which if it is then
found necessary, much more detailed researches will be undertaken by this
website, and resultant of our research, a formal submission will be made to the
CWGC, for the casualties belated official commemoration.

CASSINGHAM, ERNEST. Flight Sergeant (Navigator), 1335447,

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 35 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died 12 June 1943. Aged 22.

Son of Herbert and Kate Cassingham.

Husband of Myra Irene Cassingham of Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Rotterdam (Crooswijk) General Cemetery, Zuid-Holland, Netherlands.
Grave Ref: Plot LL. Row 1. Grave 43.

CRIPPS, EMMA. Civilian casualty.

Died 9 August 1944. Aged 82.

Born West Peckham, Kent.

Resided at Oldbury Hall Cottage, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Widow of Samuel Cripps.

Emma, whose maiden name was Hooker, died at Phylheam, Spring Lane,
Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. She had married her late husband Samuel who was
also a native of West Peckham, in 1880 when she was 17 years old.

DIPLOCK, LAURIE ERRICK ALAN. Rifleman, 6348220,

1st Battalion, Rifle Brigade.

Died 4 September 1944. Aged 27.

Born and resided Kent.

Buried London Cemetery and Extension, Longueval, Somme, France.
Grave Ref: Plot 13. Row C. Grave 20.

DRURY, JAMES LEONARD. Gunner, 1710669.

7 Coast Regiment, Royal Artillery.

Died 5 March 1943. Aged 36.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Albert and Elizebeth Drury.

Husband of Lilian May Drury of Plumstead, London.

Commemorated on the Singapore Memorial, Kranji War Cemetery, Singapore.
Column 17.
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DURLING, GEORGE WILLIAM. Private, 6347586.

6th Battalion, Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

Died 24 May 1940. Aged 21.

Born and resided Kent.

Commemorated on the Dunkirk Memorial, Nord, France. Column 13.

ELLIOTT, P. No clear and irrefutable trace, but only 11 ELLIOTT/ELLIOT
Second World War casualties are commemorated by the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission. A process of elimination revealed that the best match for
the casualty who is commemorated on the Ightham civic war memorial was:-
ELLIOTT, PERCY. Stoker 1st Class, C/KX 89737.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Burnham.

Died 30 May 1941.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 47, Column 2.

FANCETT, DENYS GERALD. Private, 6346283.

4th Battalion, Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

Died 29 May 1940. Aged 21.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Alfred W. Fancett and of Beatrice A. Fancett of Sevenoaks, Kent.
Husband of Doris Mary Fancett, of Sevenoaks.

Commemorated on the Dunkirk Memorial, Nord, France. Column 113.
Pre war member of the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

FOORD, THOMAS GEORGE. Corporal, 6347003.

4th Battalion, Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

Died 10 January 1944. Aged 24.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of John Foord and of Florence Foord of Borough Green, Kent.
Commemorated on the Rangoon Memorial, Taukkyan, Myanmar. Face 16.

GORDON, KENNETH. Chief Ordnance Artificer, C/M 35334.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Pembroke.

Died 23 November 1943. Aged 36.

Son of Ernest Augustus Gordon and of Annie Gordon (née Wooding).

Husband of Kathleen Vincent Gordon (née Miller) of Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Buried St. Peters Churchyard, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

GREEN, RONALD WILLIAM FRANK. Gunner 1077370,

5 Field Regiment, Royal Atrtillery.

Died 3 June 1943. Aged 29.

Born Canterbury, Kent. Resided Kent.

Son of William Henry and Florence Alice Green.

Husband of Doreen Marjorie Green (née Britton) of Stockport, Cheshire.
Buried Kanchanaburi War Cemetery, Thailand.

Ref: Plot 9. Row M. Special Memorial 4.
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MacARTHURTON, DONALD FRANK.

Warrant Officer Class Il (Armourer Q.M.S.) 6348559.

811 Armoured Troops Workshop, Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.
Died 15 January 1945. Aged 28.

Born Ipswich, Suffolk. Resided Kent.

Husband of Doris V. B. Macarthurton (née Arthur).

Buried Leopoldsburg War Cemetery, Leopoldsburg, Limburg, Belgium.

Grave VI.B. 19.

Originally enlisted in the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

PICTON, HAROLD CHRISTOPHER JAMES. Leading Aircraftman, 1205466.
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Died 19 September 1945.

Buried Ringe Cemetery, Syddanmark, Denmark. Grave Ref: P. 10. 25.

Harold is one of only two Commonwealth casualties, (both members of them
British airmen), that are at rest at Ringe Cemetery which is equidistant of Odense
and Svendborg.

RALPH, ALBERT GEORGE. Private 13072190, Pioneer Corps.
Died 8 June 1944. Aged 27.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of William and Amelia Ralph of lvy Hatch, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Buried St. Peters Churchyard, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

READER, ARTHUR HENRY. Private 6350185,

4th Battalion, Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Died 2 October 1942. Aged 28.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Arthur and Sarah Reader.

Husband of Dorothy I. Reader of Oldbury, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Buried Caserta War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: II, D, 20.

As commemorated on the Ightham civic war memorial, the best match for this
casualty appears to be the following Kent member of the Royal Navy, whose
birth was registered in the Malling, Kent registration district during the second
guarter of 1908. His parents had married in the same registration district in 1895.
ROGERS, ROBERT HENRY. Petty Officer Stoker, C/KX 76330.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Veteran.

Died 26 September 1942. Aged 34.

Son of Arthur and Francis Rogers (née Kemp).

Husband of Gladys Irene Rogers (née Toft) of Wainscott, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 61, Columnl.
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SARGENT, WILLIAM HORACE GEORGE. Sergeant, 824892.

5 Heavy Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery.

Died 4 March 1944. Aged 34.

Born Kent.

Buried Yokohama War Cemetery, Japan. British Section Grave Ref: F. C. 2.

Pre war member of the Royal Artillery. William’s birth was registered in the
Malling, Kent, registration district during the third quarter of 1910. The cemetery
where William is at rest was constructed by the Australian War Graves Group
after the Second World War, and contains the graves of Commonwealth
servicemen who died in Japan as prisoners of war or with the occupying forces
after the war. In view of William’s date of death it would mean that he died whilst
he was a prisoner of war. At the commencement of the Second World War, the 5
Heavy Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery was stationed at Hong Kong as part
of the defences. On Christmas Day 1941 William’s regiment was captured, when
Honk Kong fell to the Japanese forces eighteen days after the battle had began.

SELMAN, ALBERT JAMES. Petty Officer, C/J106752.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Tamar.

Died 25 December 1941. Aged 36.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Selman.

Husband of Bertha Selman (née Mitchell) of Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 83.

H.M.S. Tamar was the name for the Royal Navy’s base in Hong Kong from 1897
to 1997. It took its name from H.M.S. Tamar a ship that was used as the base
until replaced by buildings ashore. During the Battle of Hong Kong which began
on 8 December 1941, and ended on Christmas day when Alfred died, his ship
was scuttled in order to prevent her from falling into the hands of the Japanese.

SMITH, ARTHUR CHARLES. Stoker 2nd Class. C/KX 156166.

Royal Navy, H.M.M.T.B. 29.

Died 6 October 1942. Aged 18.

Son of William and Elizabeth Smith of Seal Chart, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Flushing (Vlissingen) Northern Cemetery, Zeeland, Netherlands.

Grave Ref: Row D. Grave 5.

Arthur was numbered amongst the 10 crew who perished when their 34 ton
M.T.B., H.M. Motor Torpedo Boat 29, sank after being in a collision with a
German E-boat during a naval action that was fought in the North Sea on the
night of 6/7 October 1942.

STANLEY, HENRY WALTER. Sergeant (Pilot), 1330743.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 501 Squadron, Royal Air Force.
Died 17 February 1943. Aged 20.

Son of Henry Leslie and Margaret Stanley (née Terry) of Ightham, Kent.
Buried St. Peters Churchyard, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.
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STYANCE, ARTHUR ERNEST. Private, 14440264.

7th Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry.

Died 23 November 1944. Aged 19.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Harry and Elizabeth Hannah Styance (née Hunt) of Ightham, Sevenoaks,
Kent.

Buried Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, Kleve, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany.
Grave Ref: 47.D. 7.

TAYLOR, GEORGE. Gunner, 6355073.

2 Maritime Regiment, Royal Atrtillery.

Died 28 March 1943. Aged 19.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Robert William and Mary Eliza Taylor of Maidstone, Kent.
Commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Panel 80, Column 3.
Originally enlisted in the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

WILLIAMS, IVOR GORDON.

Pilot Officer (Wireless Operator/Air Gunner) 188234.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 49 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died 21 November 1944. Aged 22.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Arthur Thomas Williams and Mildred Rose Williams (née Pickford) of
Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Buried Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, Kleve, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany.
Grave Ref: 13. C. 16.

Ivor was amongst the crew of Lancaster bomber PB354 EA-G, which was being
flown by 22 year old Flying Officer (Pilot), Edwin Charles Maul of Northolt Park,
Middlesex, when it took off from R.A.F. Fulbeck, Lincolnshire at 1739 hours on
the evening of 21 November 1944. The bomber was amongst 138 Lancasters
and 6 Mosquitos of No. 5 Group, that were taking part on a bombing raid on the
Mittelland Canal at Gravenhorst, Germany. During the raid the canal banks were
successfully breached near Gravenhorst. Later photographs showed that water
drained off over a 30 mile stretch, and that 59 barges were stranded on one short
section alone. Two of the aircraft taking part in the raid on the canal were lost,
both of which were Lancasters of 49 Squadron, Royal Air Force. Thirteen
members of the crews of the two Lancasters lost their lives, twelve are buried at
the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery at Kleve, and one is commemorated on the
Runnymede Memorial. Ivor is at rest in the grave adjacent to his pilot.

WARREN, PHYLLIS. Civilian casualty.

Died 9 August 1944. Aged 53.

Wife of Ernest Warren of 15 Spring Lane, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Phyllis died at her home; 15 Spring Lane, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.
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BROWN, CHARLES WALTER DRYBURGH.

Flight Sergeant (Air Gunner), 902211.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 7 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died 30 June 1941. Aged 29.

Son of Walter Dryburgh Brown and Anne Dryburgh Brown.

Husband of Peggy Evelyn Brown of Ightham Common, Sevenoaks, Kent.
Buried Becklingen War Cemetery, Soltau, Niedersachsen, Germany.
Grave Ref: 13. F. 10.

Post Second World War

MORLEY, FREDERICK JOHN. Sergeant, 3507305.

60 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died 13 November 1952. Aged 20.

Born Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent 14 December 1931.

Commemorated on the Memorial Wall at the Military Cemetery, Terendak,
Malacca, Malaysia. Frederick is commemorated on the same panel as the
Second World War casualties on the Ightham civic war memorial, and is also
commemorated on the Armed Forces Memorial, at the National Memorial
Arboretum, Croxall Road, Alrewas, Lichfield, Staffordshire. He is also recorded in
the Roll of Honour, Book X which commemorates the Royal Air Force deaths
dating from VJ Day in 1945 to the present day, which are held in the Church of
St. Clement Danes, the Central Church of the Royal Air Force, Aldwych, London.
At the time of his death, Frederick was stationed at R.A.F. Tengah, Singapore.
He was the pilot of one of his squadrons de Havilland DH.100 Vampire F.B.9
jets (Registration No.WG881), which collided with an identical Vampire from his
squadron (Registration No.WG882), during a practice attack approximately 14
miles to the north-north-east of Kota Tinggi, Johore State, Malaya. The pilot of
the other aircraft involved in the collision fortunately survived the tragedy.
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Lost Man

CAVENDISH, EDWARD SIMON MYLES. Guardsman, 2628822.

Grenadier Guards.

Died 4 January 1947. Aged 18.

Born Woodcock, Hertford, Hertfordshire 4 August 1928.

Son of Colonel Ralph Henry Voltelin Cavendish, C.B.E., M.V.O., and Lady
Gweneth Cavendish (née Ponsonby) of Ightham Court, Borough Green,
Sevenoaks, Kent.

Cremated Woking Crematorium, Surrey.

Commemorated at Woking Crematorium, Surrey. Panel 1.

During the Second World War, Edward’'s father was the Commandant of the
Maidstone Sub-District, Kent Home Guard. On 15 December 1944 when the
Home Guard was stood down, H.M. The King had been graciously pleased to
give orders for promotions in, and appointments to, the Most Excellent Order of
the British Empire in recognition of Meritorious Service in the Home Guard during
the Second World War; at which time Colonel R. H. V. Cavendish, M.V.O. of
Ightham Court, Kent was one of the officers who became a Commander of the
Order. Ightham Court, formerly known as Court Lodge, was built in the mid-16th
century by the Willoughby family and was purchased by Edward’s parents in
1944. One of Edward’s step-brothers; Second Lieutenant, Patrick Baring of the
3rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards died in Belgium on 19 May 1940, aged 21, and
is one of the Second World War casualties who are commemorated on the
Ightham civic war memorial.
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