Kilndown

R T

CLOAY oF GO

AND in

'MEMORY OF THE
MEN oF KiLNDown 1, 1

WHO FELL IN
iyt THE GREAT WAR

AW ArD 19\ -1918
""3'0‘..,- YII‘I‘: 'ﬁ:‘:lnzlvl(""

2 " L]

7 303y e
GFeawang

Tl enEeTEn BY. 1y ’
THE, (HAR) TANTS 1920
pad L




!II#II$%II& l( %)" *+)"*%,+%_

10123 4
/01
%
$ $
3 05 .567
3 8 !
3
9 # 3 # < = e O
# 1
y NN # < %
- %
1 > & r *
7@

%: %)" A#(: & +&*+ B"Bi#(: %)" B"+:
*A+&:3+ 3): "AA *+ %)" #'% 3#, & ...6@./.5
0%)"*# +,B" A*C"%) # "C"#B:#"



The Great War

1914 -1919

BARROW, JOHN. Private, G/9137.

8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Sunday 20 August 1916. Aged 22.

Born Kilndown, Goudhurst, Kent. Enlisted Ashford, Kent. Resided Goudhurst,
Cranbrook, Kent.

Son of John Barrow and the late Laverna Barrow.

Husband of Fanny Chenery (formerly Barrow) (née Poile) of No. 2 Cottages,
Finchcocks, Goudhurst, Cranbrook, Kent.

Buried Dive Copse British Cemetery, Sailly-le-Sec, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: Il. G. 8.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Barrow family resided at Sand Pit, Kilndown.
Head of the house was 39 year old Kilndown widower John Barrow (senior), who
was employed as an Ordinary Agricultural Labourer. John enlisted in the army on
Wednesday 15 December 1915, and was attested at Canterbury, Kent on
Saturday 22 January 1916, to serve in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). At the
time of enlisting, John stated that he was 22 years and 17 days old, employed as
a Farm Labourer, and that he resided at Popes Row, Goudhurst, Kent. He
named his wife Fanny (née Poile) who he had married at Cranbrook, Kent on 21
August 1915, as his next of kin. John carried out his initial army training with the
3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), at The Citadel,
Western Heights, Dover, Kent. On 18 May 1916, John was transferred to the 8th
(Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), prior to being posted to
France for service with the British Expeditionary Force the following day. Having
moved to Bernafay Wood at the Somme village of Montauban on 8 August 1916,
John’s battalion later took part in an attack on Waterlot Farm on 18 August.
Calling the enemy held position a farm was in reality something of misnomer, as
it was not actually a farm but a sugar refinery that the battalion attacked, and was
a German strong point in their second line between the villages of Longueval and
Guillemont. It was called a farm to distinguish it from buildings which were
located on the Longueval to Guillemont Road, “A” Company of the battalion was
successful in capturing an enemy held position called Machine Gun House, and
“C” Company was also successful during the fighting in the northern end of 2z
Trench. Regretably during the course of the attack, the battalion suffered a total
of 358 different types of casualties. John being numbered amongst the members
of the battalion who were wounded during the attack. Having received a serious
gunshot wound to the front of his skull, John was evacuated back to the rear for
medical attention, where despite the best efforts of the medical staff at the XIV
Corps Main Dressing Station, two days after being wounded John ultimately
succumbed to his serious head wound. In June 1916, prior to the Somme
offensive, the ground north of the cemetery where John is at rest, was chosen for
a concentration of Field Ambulances, and which ultimately became the XIV
Corps Main Dressing Station where John had received his medical treatment.



COLVIN, JOHN. Private, 21757.

13th (Service) Battalion, East Surrey Regiment.

Died 24 April 1917.

Born Birkenhead, Cheshire (please see below). Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.
Resided Flimwell, Hawkhurst, Kent.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 6 B and 6 C.

Unfortunately no family details are shown on the commemoration for John by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, which is doubtless the result of his
family not returning the additional family information forms, to the then Imperial
War Graves Commission, during the years immediately following the Great War
Although John is recorded in/on Soldiers Died in the Great War, as having been
a native of Birkenhead, Cheshire, which of course might be correct. As SDGW is
riddled with thousands of errors, it should be pointed out that at the time of the
1901 census, an 8 year old Flimwell native JOHN COLVIN was residing with his
parents; Ellis and Amelia Colvin at Flimwell. Mention is made of the
aforementioned, because commemorated on the Great War parish tribute which
is in the form of a brass memaorial plague, which is located in the parish church of
St. Augustine’s, Flimwell, East Sussex, are Frederick James Colvin and Daniel
Colvin. Daniel was a native of Birkenhead, Cheshire, and the son of Daniel
Colvin (senior) of Parknook Cottage, Tenterden, Kent, and is also
commemorated on the Hawkhurst, Kent civic war memorial. It might be the case
that SDGW has muddled the birth places of John with Daniel Colvin.

EMPTAGE, HENRY. Sergeant, 34888.

"D" Battery, 152nd Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died 30 December 1917. Aged 36.

Born Monkton, Ramsgate, Isle of Thanet, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Elijah and Sarah Emptage.

Husband of Anna C. Emptage (née Vollmar) of Kilndown, Goudhurst, Kent.
Buried Bucquoy Road Cemetery, Ficheux, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: Il. E. 15.

At the time of the 1881 census, the Emptage family resided at 1, Sidders Row,
Monkton, Kent. Head of the house was 36 year old Monkton, Kent native Elijah
Emptage, who was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as an
Agricultural Labourer. As Henry was only 4 months old when the census was
conducted, it would seem likely that 1, Sidders Row, was also his actual place of
birth. At the time of the 1901 census, the then 20 year old Henry appears to have
been serving as a Private in the Royal Marine Artillery, and was stationed at
Eastney Barracks, Portsmouth, Hampshire. The barracks was opened in 1864 to
house the whole of the Royal Marines Artillery (R.M.A.) Division. As opposed to
having been entered on the census form by the enumerator as having born at
Monkton, Kent, Henry was recorded as being a native of Monkton, Devon.
Formerly a Gunner in 3 Battery, Royal Horse Artillery. When he married Anna
Vollmar at Woolwich, Kent in 1912, it would seem likely that he was stationed
there at the time. Henry was posted to France on 5 November 1914.



FORWARD, GEORGE. Private, 52977.

13th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).

Attached to the 153rd Field Company, Royal Engineers.

Died 16 May 1918.

Born Lamberhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.
Resided Condhurst, Kent.

Buried Bagneux British Cemetery, Gezaincourt, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: I. F. 28.

George was probably the son of George and Ann Forward.

GOLDSMITH, ERNEST. Private, G/9369.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 3 July 1916. Aged 28.

Born Sandhurst, Kent. Enlisted Hawkhurst, Kent. Resided Goudhurst, Kent.

Son of George Goldsmith and Mary Goldsmith of Priors Heath, Goudhurst, Kent.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 5 D.
Ernest enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the war’ on 26 November 1915.
At the time of his enlistment, Ernest stated that he was employed as a Roadman,
and that he resided at Priors Heath, Goudhurst, Cranbrook, Kent. On the
completion of his training with the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), at the Citadel, Western Heights, Dover, Kent, Ernest was posted to
the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). It was as a member
of the latter battalion that Ernest was posted to France on 9 June 1916. After
serving only 25 days in France, Ernest fell at the Somme village of Ovillers on the
third day of the ‘Battle of the Somme 1916.’ As the 6th Battalion, The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment) rested in a reserve position in a field near the village of
Millencourt on 1 July 1916, the first day of the Battle of the Somme, there was a
mixture of excitement, apprehension and initial relief when news came through
from the front that all was going well, and that “all objectives had been gained,”
but later came the news that the assault on Ovillers had failed. Resulting from the
first days failure to capture Ovillers, the battalion moved at night to occupy
trenches facing the village which was once again heavily bombarded by the
artillery. Early on the morning of 3 July the battalion were ready to attack the
enemy troops holding Ovillers, at about 0330 hours “A” Company moved forward
in platoons, initially with few losses until reaching the German barbed wire
entanglements, but later waves of “A” Company and those of “C” Company had a
high casualty rate, those soldiers who did manage to actually get into the enemy
trenches bombed the dugouts, the men who were being led with Second
Lieutenant, Thomas C. Farmer carried out the bombing with noted accuracy and
skill, which observers likened to a field-day work (training). Due to the high
casualty rate being inflicted on the men carrying more hand grenades to the
bombing parties, resulted in the supply of them running out, which in turn led to
Second Lieutenant, Thomas Farmer carrying out a fighting withdrawal from the
German trenches at Ovillers. 3 July 1916 cost Ernest’s battalion 274 casualties in
dead, wounded and missing. Initially, Ernest was posted as ‘Missing,’ but later for
official purposes he was deemed to have been killed in action on 3 July 1916.



LOWER, JOHN. Private, T/1397.

“C” Company, 1st/5th (The Weald of Kent) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), (Territorial Force).

Died 7 January 1916. Aged 25.

Born Flimwell, Wadhurst, Sussex. Enlisted Ashford, Kent. Resided Goudhurst,
Cranbrook, Kent.

Son of Johnathan Lower of Flimwell, Hawkhurst, Kent, and of the late Mildred
Mary Lower (née Elliott).

Buried Amara War Cemetery, Irag. Grave Ref: XXXI. C. 11.

At the time of the 1901 census, the lower family resided at Coldharbour, Green
Lane, Chevening, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Flimwell,
Sussex native Johnathan Lower, who was employed as a Shepherd on a Farm.
When John enlisted in the army on 8 August 1914 for 4 years service in the
Territorial Force, he stated that he was 22 years and 10 months old, employed as
a Labourer and that he resided at Three Chimneys, Bedgebury, Goudhurst, Kent.
In October 1914, whilst he was serving at Sandwich, Kent, John signed a copy of
Army Form E.624, which was the "Imperial Service Obligation" that was signed
by the members of the Territorial Force who agreed to overseas service. When
John’s parents received the memorial scroll and plaque in rememberance of their
late son in 1920, they resided at Court Lodge Farm, Ewhurst, Sussex.

LUCK, JAMES. Private, G/9810.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 7 October 1916.

Born, enlisted and resided Goudhurst, Kent.

Son of Thomas and Alice Luck (née Johnson) of Risebridge, Goudhurst,
Cranbrook, Kent.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 5 D.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Luck family resided at the address shown
above. Head of the house was 52 year old Goudhurst, Kent native Thomas Luck,
who was employed as an Ordinary Agricultural Labourer. James had left home
by the time of the census, and resided at 2, Hope Cottages, Whytecliffe Road
Coulsdon, Surrey, and was a railway employee. Head of the house was 47 year
old Croydon, Surrey native Rosina Simms. On the completion of his service in
the Territorial Force on 24 March 1916, in which he had served as Private, 1865,
2nd/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), only six
days later James re-enlisted in the same regiment for the duration of the war. At
the time of re-enlisting, James was 40 years and 340 days old, employed as a
General Labourer, and resided at Saynes Farm, Kilndown. On 31 March 1916,
James commenced his training with the 9th (Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment). James served in the United Kingdom until he was posted to the
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) as part of the British Expeditionary
Force on 14 July 1916, in which battalion he remained for less than a fortnight
when he was transferred to the 6th (Service) Battalion of the regiment on 27 July
1916.



MOORE, VICTOR IDEN. Stoker 2nd Class, K/23864.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. "Princess Irene."

Died 27 May 1915. Aged 18.

Born Cranbrook, Kent 20 May 1896.

Son of Thomas and Mary Moore.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 12.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Moore family resided at Paley Farm, Hill Top,
Cranbrook, Kent. Head of the house was 48 year old Tenterden, Kent native
Thomas Moore, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer.

WAGHORN, JOHN. Private, 438648.

52nd Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Manitoba Regiment).

Died Tuesday 30 May 1916. Aged 31.

Born Kilndown, Goudhurst, Kent 27 March 1885.

Son of James Waghorn and Eliza Waghorn (née Vidler) of Kilndown, Goudhurst,
Cranbrook, Kent.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 30,
and on page 177 of the Canadian First World War Book of Remembrance.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Waghorn family resided at Riseden Quarter,
Goudhurst, Kent. Head of the house was 51 year old Ticehurst, Sussex native
James Waghorn, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. The then 16
year old John Waghorn was recorded by the census enumerator as being
employed as an Agricultural Labourer. When John enlisted in the Canadian
Expeditionary Force at Port Arthur, Ontario, Canada on Monday 26 April 1915,
he stated that he was employed as a Labourer, and named his sister-in-law Mrs.
D. Waghorn of 182, East Frances Street, Westfort, Ontario, Canada as his next
of kin. On Friday 9 June 1916, it was John’s sister-in-law who was sent a
telegram, officially informing her that he had been killed in action on Tuesday 30
May 1916.



WENBAN, FRANCIS HENRY. Private, L/8122.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 13 October 1915.

Born Hawkhurst, Kent. Enlisted Benenden, Kent. Resided Goudhurst, Kent.

Son of Thomas and Sophia Wenban.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 19.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Wenban family resided at the Cottage,
Benenden, Kent. Head of the house was 46 year old Hawkhurst, Kent native
Thomas Wenban, who was employed as an Agricultural Bailiff. The L prefix on
his regimental number is indicative of Francis having been a regular soldier, and
as he was posted to France on 20 September 1914, it would probably mean that
he was formerly a member of the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).
Most of the pre Great War members of the latter battalion sailed from
Southampton, for St. Nazaire, France onboard the SS Minneapolis on 8
September 1914, and arrived at St. Nazaire the following day. For military
historians and other interest parties, and in particular anybody who has had a
specific interest in “The Buffs” throughout its long proud existence, certain dates
and events appertaing to the regiment, for a variety of reasons both good and
bad immediately spring to mind. The pointless and disastrous heroic attack that
was carried out by the 6th (Service) Battalion on Wednesday 13 October 1915
during the ‘Battle of Loos 1915’ is one such date. Unfortunately it is recalled not
just for the gallantry displayed by all ranks on that fateful day, but also by the
number of the battalion casualty return entries. Numerous commentators both
professional and amateur, over quite a large span of years have made justifiable
comments along the lines that the overall casualties and losses to The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment) during the ‘Battle of Loos 1915, are comparable to those
of the ‘Pals Battalions’ that suffered so cruelly during the ‘Battle of the Somme’
the following year. Every time that the transcriber of these brief commemorations
views the Loos Memorial at Dud Corner Cemetery, although visited numerous
times, the events of the battle and the regiments involvement are recalled, as
numbering 659 casualties, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) is sadly the regiment
with the sixth highest number of its soldiers commemorated on the memorial, and
apart from the ‘Book of Life’ in the Warriors Chapel at Canterbury Cathedral,
Kent, those honoured on the Loos Memorial constitute the largest remembrance
of the regiments fallen anywhere in the world. During the battle the 8th (Service)
Battalion had 558 known casualties including 24 officers, and the 6th (Service)
Battalion had 409 known casualties including 18 officers. It should also be noted
that only 7 members of the 6th (Service) Battalion, who fell on 13 October 1915
are at rest in marked graves, the remainder having no known resting place and
are all commemorated on the Loos Memorial. On 11 October 1915 after a bitter
and costly struggle by both sides engaged in the action, the German army
recovered part of the Hohenzollern Redoubt and the made a resolute attack near
Loos which was repulsed at an enormous cost. Two days later, orders were
issued from the headquarters of the 12th (Eastern) Division for an attack on
Hulluch, which were very detailed and precise in every respect. The 37th Brigade
which had included Francis’s battalion was to be strengthened by a company of



the Northamptonshire Regiment, with the 69th Field Company, Royal Engineers
being tasked with joining up with the 35th Brigade. Unlike many other attacks
which took place in the early hours of the morning, with darkness affording some
protection, but the attack on Wednesday 13 October 1915 was scheduled to
commence at 1400 hours in broad daylight. To help compensate for the use of
lack of natural light, a smokescreen was detailed to be formed by the use of
Threlfallite grenades and smoke candles. To help achieve the desired
smokescreen, 1,000 Threlfallite grenades were issued to the troops holding the
trenches, with two grenades being thrown into No Man’'s Land every four
minutes, twenty five yards apart. The smoke candles were to be grouped
together at the same distance and thrown over the parapet every two minutes.
The objective that was designated for assault by the 6th (Service) Battalion at
Hulluch on 13 October 1915 was called ‘Gun Trench.” As part of the plans for the
attack by the 12th (Eastern) Division, a comprehensive plan of fire for the
supporting artillery was drawn up which was timed to commence at noon and
pause at 1257 hours for three minutes. At the resumption of the artillery
bombardment rapid fire was ordered of a minute, thereafter resuming a rate of
fire as prior to the brief cessation of firing, until 1400 hours when the infantry
attack commenced. The decision by the planning officers re the artillery
sequence of fire was quite sound, the thinking behind same being that the three
minute respite of firing would fool the opposition into thinking that it was the start
of an infantry attack, and that they would then quickly man their trenches and get
caught by the brief bombardment of rapid fire. It was also envisaged that when
the artillery ceased fire at 1400 hours with the commencement of the infantry
attack, the Germans would think that it was another ploy by the British to lure
them back into the trenches. But as is sometimes the case in war, not all went
according to the thorough plans that had been drawn up. Arguably the most
costly setbacks on the actual day being the unsuccessful artillery barrages,
combined with wholly ineffective smokescreen which was intended to hide the
advance across No Mans Land, to the German lines on the reverse slope at ‘Gun
Trench.’ Quite literally within minutes on Wednesday 13 October 1915, 189 men
in the 6th (Service) Battalion were killed, and at least another 222 are known to
have been wounded to varying degrees of severity, some of whom sadly had
been mortally wounded, the majority of the deaths and woundings were as the
result of well placed enemy machine guns. Resulting from the events carried out
by Francis’s battalion on 13 October 1915 which was its first battle of the war,
other assaulting battalions were able to make significant gains.



WICKHAM, THOMAS HUGH. Private, T/1160.

"C" Company, 1st/5th (The Weald of Kent) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), (Territorial Force).

Died 18 January 1916. Aged 25.

Born, enlisted and resided Goudhurst, Kent.

Son of the late Benjamin Hugh Wickham and Anne Wickham (née Noakes) of 11,
Upper Grosvenor Road, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Commemorated on the Basra Memorial, Iraq. Panel 6, and on the Goudhurst,
Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Wickham family resided at Mount Pleasant,
Goudhurst, Kent. Head of the house was 35 year old Goudhurst, Kent native
Benjamin H. Wickham, who was a Farmer employing workers. On 4 December
1913, Thomas enlisted for 4 years as a member of the Territorial Force. At the
time of his enlistment, Thomas stated that he was 22 years and 2 months old,
and that he was a Farmer residing at Mount Pleasant, Goudhurst, Kent. Whilst
serving at Sandwich, Kent on 14 October 1914, Thomas signed a copy of Army
Form E.624 agreeing to serve outside the United Kingdom as a member of the
Territorial Force. On 30 October 1914, Thomas sailed with his battalion from
Southampton to India. At the end of his service in India, Thomas sailed from
Bombay on 30 November 1915 and arrived at Basra on 9 December 1915. On
16 January 1916 Thomas was wounded, and succumbed to his wounds two days
later whilst receiving treatment at the No.5 Field Ambulance. Unfortunately,
Thomas is eroniously commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission as having died on 8 January 1916.

The Great War

1914 -1919
Lost Men

FISHENDEN, JOHN THOMAS. Private, L/8707.
2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 3 May 1915. Aged 26.

Born Kilndown, Goudhurst, Kent. Enlisted and resided Lamberhurst, Royal
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Son of John and Kate Fishenden of 8, Chantlers Cottages, Chiddingstone, Kent,

formerly of Hope Villas, Goudhurst Road, Lamberhurst, Kent.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 12,
and on the Lamberhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Fishenden family resided at Holly Bush,
Lamberhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Head of the house was 42 year old
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Kilndown, Kent native John Fishenden, who was employed as an Agricultural
Labourer. Aged 18, John enlisted in the army for 7 years with the colours and 5
years in the reserve on 19 November 1907, at which time he stated that he was
employed as a Labourer. On 1 May 1915 John’s battalion had a fresh draft of
other ranks join it in Belgium direct from England, who due primarily to time
constraints were not initially allotted to the different companies within the 2nd
Battalion, and it was decided to locate the new men in a new support trench in
front of a wood. All of the positions occupied by the battalion were subjected to
an extraordinary amount of enemy shellfire the day after the arrival of the fresh
draft, with numerous casualties being inflicted on the battalion. Several
commentators have made very similar comments when referring to the days’
events, along the lines of the British artillery guns being virtually powerless to
offer support and return shellfire onto the German artillery gun emplacements.
Many of the same commentators, and also probably of more important
significance and relevance, is some of the correspondence which was written by
some of the survivors who had served in the battalion during late April and early
May 1915, with the writers of same commenting about not getting artillery
support due to the lack of the gunners ammunition. Many of the gunners also
became casualties, as the direct result of being fired upon by enemy field guns.
During the hours of darkness on the night of 2/3 May the intensity of the German
shelling subsided, but at first light on the morning of Monday 3 May 1915, the
artillery bombardment of the battalion positions was once again renewed.
Throughout the whole of the day on Monday 3 May the enemy guns continued to
fire at will, and as on the previous day, the doubtless frustrated British gunners
were unable to offer all but a token reply. During the morning 38 year old Captain
Henry Lindsay Archer Houblon who was commanding at that time, reported
many casualties, and that the trench parapets had been blown in and that the
situation was critical. Later it became even worse, with the bombardment being
so rapid as to being likened to the sound of heavy machine-gun fire. One of the
trenches held by the battalion called D.5 was rushed by enemy infantry, but it
would seem that none of the members of "C" Company, who had been
ensconced in the trench, were at that time in a position to offer any form of
resistance during the German assault. Captain L. Howard Smith, Lieutenant
Gerald Randall Howe, and approximately eighty other ranks had formerly
occupied D.5, but had all been killed or wounded, and all were later reported as
missing. At the time of Ernest’s death, there were no communication trenches in
common use, and as such the parties of soldiers of varying sizes, were to all
intents and purposes isolated and cut-off from help and/or support once in place
in the allocated trenches, or other forms of defensive cover such as shell holes,
the reason being that as the engagements raged, it would have been far to
hazardous to cross above ground between the trenches. Probably due to the fact
that D.5 fell to the enemy, who had also possessed woods located behind that
particular trench complex, it appears to have had the knock on effect of another
trench (D.4), also being captured by enemy infantry. Following the capture of
D.5, by the enemy soldiers, D.4 was then subjected to fire by the Germans, who
had taken over the occupancy of the former 2nd Battalion trench. Compounding
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the perilous position faced by the members of the battalion in D.4 was the enemy
firing coming from the nearby wood in the enemies’ hands. Captain Houblon, and
a Lieutenant Sharp along with other what remained of "D" Company, and a few
stragglers made gallant efforts to remain in trench D.4, but resulting from the
firing coming in from both sides, their position became virtually un-defendable,
necessitating a withdrawal along the trench line, a maneuver that was conducted
with commendable steady order and control. To assist with the final withdrawal
from D.4, at great risk to themselves, covering fire was provided by Company
Sergeant Major, L/6605, Ernest George Port, and by Private, 7852, Frederick
Campbell who were both members of "C" Company, miraculously both of whom
managed to extricate themselves from the trench whilst under heavy fire.
Although he was wounded during the fierce engagement, Lieutenant Sharp and
the survivors of Captain Houblon’s party eventually managed to reach trench
D.3, and later reached D.1, which was held by Captain Barnard with "A"
Company. A small party of members of the battalion led by Second Lieutenant,
Ellis Brockman, Backhouse, and a company of soldiers of the Royal Fusiliers
(City of London Regiment), led by Captain R. Ford, did however manage to
tenaciously hold on to a new support trench, during which time they were
subjected to horrendous enfilade fire from enemy heavy howitzers and other
artillery pieces. In much the same way that the earlier withdrawals had been
steadily conducted, the battalion later moved back to bivouacs located in a wood
near Poperinghe, taking with it all the wounded that could be moved, spare
ammunition, tools, and equipment being taken with the battalion. Company
Sergeant Major, L/6605, Ernest George Port, was subsequently awarded the
Distinguished Conduct Medal, and received his commission. The relevant
London Gazette entry for his D.C.M., dated 30 June 1915, reads: - “For
conspicuous gallantry near Ypres on 3rd May 1915, in holding on to a trench to
the last, covering the retirement of his men to another position. The enemy, of
whom he killed many, were only yards away.” Frederick Campbell who also
made the heroic rearguard stand with Ernest G. Port D.C.M., apparently was not
even Mentioned in Despatches, or “B” for Record, he later transferred to the
Royal Engineers, and served as a Serjeant in a Railway Company. Lieutenant
Gerald Randall Howe was later promoted to Captain and became an Adjutant,
Captain L. Howard Smith, was later promoted to Major, and Captain Henry
Lindsay Archer Houblon, who was a son of Colonel George Archer Houblon, was
also promoted to the rank of Major, and was attached to the Royal Army
Ordnance Corps. Major Henry Houblon later inherited the Hallingbury Place
Estate, Essex, which had been used extensively by the British army during the
Great War, and offered it on lease, but possibly resultant of the prevailing
economic climate which prevailed at that time no one came forward, and
eventually it was put up for sale. In October 1923, the great house was
demolished, and the materials and contents put up for sale and the estate broken
up. Due primarily to the fact that John had not been an officer, it has not been
possible thus far to be able to ascertain how, when, or where he actually died,
during the somewhat one-sided engagement that was fought by the 2nd Battalion
on 3 May 1915, which | known to have cost the lives of at least 144 other ranks.
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NEAL, GEORGE. Private, 56368.

17th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Essex Regiment.

Died 3 October 1918.

Born and resided Hawkhurst, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Thomas and Sarah Neal.

Buried Kilndown (Christ Church) Churchyard, Kilndown, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Neal family resided at Flimwell, Sussex.

Head of the house was 64 year old Bermondsey, London native Thomas Neal,

who was employed as a Bricklayers Labourer. The then 26 year old George Neal

was recorded as being a General Labourer by the census enumerator. Unlike the

majority of the Great War battalions of George’s regiment, the 17th (Territorial

Force) Battalion, Essex Regiment remained within the United Kingdom. Prior to

his demise George must have served for over 2 years, as his regimental number

is indicative of him having enlisted in the Essex Regiment between 21 June 1916

and 21 July 1916. Although it is only supposition on the part of the transcriber,

but in view of the date of his death, George might have been a victim of the

worldwide Influenza pandemic which peaked in the United Kingdom between

September 1918 and January 1919.
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The Second World War

1939 — 1945

BLUNT, CHARLES JOHN HARVEY. Sergeant (Pilot), 1167740.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 455 (R.A.A.F.) Squadron.

Born Kent.

Died Sunday 30 November 1941. Aged 20.

Son of Charles William Lockhart Blunt and Lilian Blunt (née Calcutt) of
Goudhurst, Kent.

Buried Kiel War Cemetery, Kiel, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany.

Grave Ref: Collective grave 2. A. 19-20.

Charles’s birth was registered in the Cranbrook, Kent; Registration District during
the first quarter of 1921.Charles was the pilot of the Handley Page Hampden
bomber AE430 UB-M, which took off at 1652 hours from R.A.F. Swinderby,
Lincolnshire on 30 November 1941. Charles’s aircraft was amongst 181 R.A.F.
Bomber Command aircraft which were taking part in a raid on the German port of
Hamburg. The date, time, and cause of the loss of Hampden bomber AE430 UB-
M has never been established, and crash site has not been identified. Although
the date of death for Charles and his three crew (all Sergeants), is officially
recorded as Sunday 30 November 1941, but due to the facts as briefly touched
on above, they all might have lost their lives the following day, possibly during the
return leg. All the crew of Hampden bomber AE430 UB-M are at Kiel War
cemetery, where most of those buried there were airmen lost in bombing raids
over northern Europe, whose graves were brought in from cemeteries and
churchyards throughout Schleswig-Holstein, the Frisian Islands and other parts
of north-western Germany.

COULSTOCK, ALFRED REGINALD. Private, 6355171.

7th Battalion, Green Howards (Yorkshire Regiment).

Died 18 November 1944. Aged 24.

Born Canterbury, Kent. Resided Kent.

Son of Harriet Ellen Coulstock (née Bull) of Flimwell, Sussex.

Buried Jonkerbos War Cemetery, Nijmegen, Gelderland, Netherlands.

Grave Ref: 2. E. 2.

Alfred’s birth was registered in the Canterbury, Kent; Registration District during
the third quarter of 1920. Alfred’s army number is indicative of him having
originally been a Second World War enlisted member, of the Queen’s Own Royal
West Kent Regiment.
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FOSTER, ROY. Sergeant, 1390814.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 61 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died 30 July 1943. Aged 21.

Son of Ivor Albert and Lilian Rose Foster of Kilndown, Kent.

Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 149.

Roy was one of the seven crew members of Lancaster bomber ED782 QR-?,
which was being flown by 21 year old Pilot Officer (Pilot), John Montague
Phillips, of Upton, Cheshire, when it took off from R.A.F. Syerston, Newark,
Nottinghamshire at 2235 hours on 29 July 1943. As the Battle of Hamburg
continued, Roy’s Lancaster was amongst 777 aircraft which were taking part in
another raid on the city by R.A.F. Command aircraft, that was comprised of 340
Lancasters, 244 Halifaxes, 119 Stirlings, 70 Wellingtons, and 4 Mosquitos which
were being despatched as Pathfinders. The marking for the raid on Hamburg
was all carried out by the use of marking by H,S. The intention had been to
approach Hamburg from almost due north, and then to bomb the northern and
north-eastern districts of the city which had so far not been bombed. The
Pathfinders actually came in more than 2 miles to far to the east, and marked an
area just south of the devastated firestorm area. The Main Force bombing crept
back about 4 miles, through the devastated area, but then produced very heavy
bombing in the Wandsbek and Barmbek districts, and also parts of the
Uhlenhorst and Winterhude districts. These were all residential areas and there
was a widespread fire area - though no firestorm - which the exhausted Hamburg
fire units could do little to check. During the raid, a total of 28 aircraft were lost,
which were 11 Lancasters, 11 Halifaxes, 4 Stirlings, and 2 Wellingtons.
Lancaster ED782 was shot down by a German night-fighter, and crashed into the
North Sea, east-north-east of Heligoland. The body of John Phillips was found on
15 August 1943 near Bad St. Peter-Ording, Germany, and his funeral was held
there the following day. John’s grave, and that of 31 year old Sergeant (Air
Bomber), Albert E.G. White of Barnet, Hertfordshire are now in the Kiel War
Cemetery, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany. Flight Sergeant (Wireless Operator/Air
Gunner), 20 year old Cyril D. Brown of Brighton, Sussex, and Flight Sergeant (Air
Gunner), Dwain Nowell Hunter of the Royal Canadian Air Force, from Beaupre,
Province of Quebec, Canada, are at rest at Hamburg Cemetery, Ohlsdorf,
Germany. Pilot Officer, Eric H.M. Harbour aged 19 of Wandsworth, London, and
Warrant Officer Class II, 21 year old H.C.K Morrow of the Royal Canadian Air
Force, from Toronto, Ontario, Canada, are both like Roy Foster commemorated
on the Runnymede Memorial. Lancaster bomber ED782 was delivered to 61
Squadron, Royal Air Force on 28 March 1943, and prior to being lost; Roy’s
Lancaster had completed a total of 250 hours flying. It had taken part in a
number of Key Operations, including raids on Essen, Pilsen, Stettin, two to
Dusseldorf, Koln (Cologne) Turin, Italy, and three to Hamburg on 24/25 July
1943; 27/28 July 1943; and that of the night of 29/30 July 1943 which had cost
Roy his life.
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PERCY, TED. Chief Petty Officer, D/J 23269.

Royal Navy.

Died 29 November 1943. Aged 46.

Born Plymouth, Devon 8 October 1897.

Son of Commissioned Warrant Officer Edward Percy, R.N., and Susannah
Percy.

Husband of Florence Percy (née Blunt) of Kilndown, Goudhurst, Kent.

Buried Kilndown (Christ Church) Churchyard, Goudhurst, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Percy family resided at Higher Woodley,
Lamerton, Tavistock, Devon. Head of the house was Ted’s father, 57 year old
Stonehouse, Plymouth, Devon native Edward Percy, who was recorded by the
census enumerator as being a retired Carpenter. Although Edward was recorded
as being married, there is no record of his wife being at home. There was
residing with the family, 31 year old Shoreham, Kent native Susannah
Rookwood, who was recorded as being a visitor, who might be the lady shown as
Ted’s mother on his CWGC commemoration. Ted had enlisted in the Royal Navy
as a Boy, and he was a veteran of the Great War. Ted's death was registered in
the Tonbridge, Kent; Registration District during the last quarter of 1943.
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POOLEY, ROBERT ALFRED. Private, 14572756.

1st Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry.
Died 13 August 1944. Aged 19.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Alfred George and Eva Pooley of Goudhurst, Kent.

Buried Banneville-la-Campagne War Cemetery, Calvados, France.
Grave Ref: IV. D. 2.

TAYLOR, WILLIAM HORACE. Volunteer.

23rd Kent (Hawkhurst) Battalion, Home Guard.

Died 30 October 1940. Aged 59.

Born and resided Kilndown, Kent.

Son of William James Taylor and Henrietta Taylor (née Waters) of Kilndown,
Goudhurst, Kent.

Buried Kilndown (Christ Church) Churchyard, Goudhurst, Kent.

William’s birth was registered in the Cranbrook, Kent, Registration District during
the third quarter of 1881. At the time of the 1901 census, William’s parents
resided at Iden Green Cottages, Goudhurst, Kent. Head of the house was 55
year old Staplehurst, Kent resident William James Taylor, who was employed as
a Farm Carter. William (junior) was residing at another one of the Iden Green
Cottages, Goudhurst, it being the home William’'s 28 year old brother; Albert
Taylor, who like the then 19 year old William, Albert was also employed as an
Agricultural Labourer.
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WATERS, WILLIAM. Volunteer.

23rd Kent (Hawkhurst) Battalion, Home Guard.
Died 15 September 1940.

Buried Kilndown (Christ Church) Churchyard, Goudhurst, Kent.
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