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TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
 IN LOVING AND EVER GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE OF THE MEN OF 

KNOCKHOLT WHO FOUGHT AND DIED FOR THEIR KING AND COUNTRY IN 
THE GREAT WAR 1914-1918�

�

The Great War  
 1914 -1919 

 
BARNES, ARTHUR. No clear trace of casualty at this time. 

 
BLACKWELL , FREDERICK JAMES. Private, G/12281. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 28 October 1916. Aged 26. 
Born Cudham, Kent. Enlisted Sevenoaks, Kent. Resided Knockholt, Sevenoaks, 
Kent.  
Son of William and Mary Elizabeth Blackwell (née Howitt) of 82, Lillington Street, 
Pimlico, London, SW1. Formerly of Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Buried Contay British Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: IV. C. 20. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Blackwell family resided at Strawberry 
Cottage, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 34 year old 
William Blackwell, who was recorded by the census enumerator as place of birth 
unknown, and as being an Own Account Naturalist. When Frederick enlisted in 
the army ‘For the Duration of the War,’ on 10 February 1916, he stated that he 
was 25 years and 11 months old, employed as a Painter, and that he resided at 
Woodside Villa, Sevenoaks, Kent. Where Fredrick resided was also the home of 
his brother Charles William Blackwell, who he named as being his next of kin. 
After initially serving in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West 
Kent Regiment), Frederick was posted to serve with the British Expeditionary 
Force on 16 June 1916, as a member of the 7th (Service) Battalion, Queen's 
Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). On 17 June 1916, Fredrick reported to the 18 
Infantry base Depot at Etaples, Pas de Calais, France. Frederick joined his 
battalion in the field on 6 July 1916, at which time it was at Bronfay Wood which 
is located between Bray and Maricourt on the Somme. Exactly a week after 
Frederick joined his battalion on the Somme, it took part in a costly attack on 
Trônes Wood which commenced at 1900, during the course of which it suffered 
approximately 220 casualties. Frederick was amongst those members of the 
battalion who were wounded during the fighting at Trônes Wood, suffering a 
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shrapnel wound to his left foot. Following his wounding, he was evacuated back 
to England via the 20th General Hospital at Camiers, and the hospital ship H.S. 
Newhaven. Whilst he was England receiving treatment for his wound at 
Manchester, he was nominally a member of the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's 
Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). Following his treatment in England, Frederick 
was sent back to serve in France, and was posted from the Infantry Base Depot 
on 3 October 1916, to serve again in the 7th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment). Initially, Frederick’s medals were going to be sent 
to his grieving sweetheart, Miss. H. Tapsell of Woodside Villa, Sevenoaks, Kent, 
who it was that, had filled in the requisite army form for Frederick’s memorial 
scroll and plaque to be sent to his family. The form was completed at Knockholt 
on 8 September 1919, and because it had to be witnessed by a Minister of 
Religion or a Magistrate, it was witnessed by the Vicar of Knockholt; the 
Reverend Charles Hobley who tragically lost his life at Knockholt on Wednesday 
22 March 1944, aged 84, and is one of the Second World War casualties 
commemorated on the Knockholt civic war memorial. On 21 August 1919, 
Frederick’s brother Charles William Blackwell, who Frederick had originally 
named as being his next of kin, wrote a letter to the Officer in Charge of Records 
at No.2 Infantry Records Office, Stains Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, in which he 
pointed out that his father William Elizabeth Blackwell of 82, Lillington Street, 
Pimlico, London, SW1, was Frederick’s next of kin. At the time of writing the 
letter, Charles was serving as Corporal, 200448, 4th Battalion, Queen's Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment), Baluchistan Field Force. Another brother Petty 
Officer, J/17277, Ernest Edward Blackwell, who was born at Sevenoaks, Kent on 
18 November 1896, had enlisted in the Royal Navy as a Boy, and also served 
during the Great War. 
 
BLUNDELL , JAMES. Rifleman, 45873. 
11th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade. 
Died 27 November 1918. Aged 19. 
Born Bromley, Kent. Resided Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of James and Kate Blundell (née Cramp) of Letts Green Cottage, Knockholt, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, Seine-Maritime, France. 
Grave Ref: S. III. K. 14. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Blundell family resided at 19, Bourne Road, 
Bromley, Kent. Head of the house was 22 year old Chislehurst, Kent native 
James Blundell (senior), who was employed as a Domestic Gardner. 
Unfortunately it has not been possible to establish the cause of James’s death. 
Dying so soon after the signing of the Armistice, James might of course died of 
wounds which ha had received in action, but a not insignificant number of those 
who died in one of the many hospitals at Rouen (and elsewhere) at the time that 
James died, were victims of the worldwide Influenza pandemic which ultimately 
claimed more live than those that were lost as the direct result of military actions 
during the years of the Great War. 
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BOURNE, WILLIAM GEORGE. Rifleman, 392104. 
2nd/9th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Queen Victoria's 
Rifles). 
Died 25 August 1918. 
Born Warehorne, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted London.  
Son of George and Effie Bourne. 
Commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 10. 
Formerly Rifleman, 5393, 2nd/9th (County of London) Battalion, London 
Regiment (Queen Victoria's Rifles). At the time of the 1901 census, the Bourne 
family resided at Front Road, Woodchurch, Ashford, Kent. Head of the house 
was 35 year old Warehorne, Ashford, Kent native George Bourne, who was 
employed as an Agricultural Labourer. 
 
COLLINS, ARTHUR LESLIE. Private, 761200. 
1st/28th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Artists' Rifles). 
Died 24 July 1917. 
Enlisted London. Resided Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Arthur Howlett Collins and Marie Harriett Collins (née Monk) of 
“Woodside,” Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 10.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Collins family resided at “Woodside,” 
Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 56 year old Lambeth, 
London native Arthur Howlett Collins, who was an Own Account Draughtsman 
working from home. When viewing the relevant census entry, it would at first 
glance appear to be the case that Arthur (junior) was not at home on the night of 
the census, but the enumerator recorded one of the Collins children as being 12 
year old Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent native Leslie Collins, who might have 
actually been Arthur Collins (junior). Although only supposition on the part of the 
transcriber of these brief commemorations, and should be viewed as such, but as 
was (and still is) very often the case when a father and son had/have the same 
Christian name, the son is known to all and sundry by a different name, which is 
often a second Christian name, and that situation might be applicable above. 
Formerly Private, 6051, London Regiment. Arthur enlisted for a term of 4 years in 
the Territorial Force on 11 December 1915, at headquarters of the London 
Regiment (Artists' Rifles), at Duke’s Road, (off Euston Road), London, WC. At 
the time of enlisting in the Territorial Force, Arthur resided at “Woodside,” 
Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. After being attested, Arthur initially served in the 
2nd/28th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Artists' Rifles), and 
was transferred to the 1st/28th (County of London) Battalion on 22 April 1916. On 
21 April 1916, Arthur embarked at Southampton for service in France with the 
British Expeditionary Force, and arrived at the French port of Rouen the following 
day, he joined his battalion in the field on 27 April 1916. 
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CONSTABLE , WILLIAM GEORGE. Private, TF/203036. 
23rd Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, (2nd Football). 
Died 7 June 1917. 
Born Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Frederick and Alice Constable. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 49. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Constable family resided at Fair Oak Cottage, 
Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 42 year old Knockholt, Kent 
native Frederick Constable, who was living on his own means. William was 
recorded by the census enumerator as being 2 years old, and as such it mean 
that he was about 19 years old when he lost his life. Formerly Private, 7715, 
Middlesex Regiment. William was called up for military service on 28 November 
1916, and was attested to serve in the Middlesex Regiment. He was posted to 
serve in the British Expeditionary Force, as a member of the 1/8th (Territorial 
Force) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment on 8 May 1917. William’s time spent 
serving in the 1/8th (Territorial Force) Battalion was of only a short duration, as 
he was posted to the 23rd Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, (2nd Football) on 26 
May 1917, in which he then remained until he was killed in action. 
 
CRITTLE, WILLIAM JOHN. Private, G/3949. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 1 July 1916. 
Born Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. 
Son of William and Emma Crittle. 
Buried Dantzig Alley British Cemetery, Mametz, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: VII. O. 7. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Crittle family resided at The Street, 
Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 57 year old Knockholt 
native William Crittle (senior), who was employed as a Farm Carter. William 
(junior) served in France from 11 August 1915. 
 
EDER, JOHN ROBERT. Private, G/17712. 
8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 8 April 1917. Aged 34. 
Born and resided Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of the late George and Mary Jane Eder (née Hasler) of Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Husband of Carrie Esther Eder of 2, Home Vale Cottages, Knockholt, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Bully-Grenay Communal Cemetery, British Extension, Pas de Calais, 
France. Grave Ref: II. D. 3. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Eder family resided at Knockholt Road, 
Halstead, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 51 year old Dunton Green, 
Sevenoaks, Kent native George Eder, who was employed as an Agricultural 
Labourer.  
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FITCH, ARTHUR JOHN. Private, TR/10/18383. 
29th Battalion, Training Reserve. 
Died 12 March 1917. Aged 19. 
Born Queenborough, Isle of Sheppey, Kent. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. Resided 
Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Son of William and Mary Ann E. Fitch (née Sutton) of Single Cross, Knockholt, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Sutton Road Cemetery, Southend-on-Sea, Essex. Grave Ref: E. 3493.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Fitch family resided at 30, Castle Street, 
Queenborough, Isle of Sheppey, Kent. Head of the house was 38 year old 
Kelvedon, Essex native William Fitch, who was employed as a Carpenter. 
 
GIBBS, HENRY. Private, G/10881. 
2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Died 27 September 1916. Aged 32. 
Born Cudham, Kent. Enlisted Dartford, Kent. 
Son of the late George and Martha Gibbs of 22, Palmerstone Road, 
Farnborough, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 7 C, 
and on the Biggin Hill and Cudham, Kent civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Gibbs family resided at 13, Lower Gravel 
Road, Bromley, Kent. Head of the house was 59 year old Croydon, Surrey native 
George Gibbs, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. 
 
GIBSON, RICHARD. Corporal, 6920. 
1st Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. 
Died 22 July 1917. Aged 31. 
Born Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Oxford, Oxfordshire. Resided 
Haddenham, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. 
Son of Albert George Gibson and Rose Gibson. 
Husband of Elsie Gibson of Church End, Haddenham, Aylesbury, 
Buckinghamshire. 
Buried Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: XX. K. 11. 
Also commemorated on the Haddenham, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire civic war 
memorial, and on the Roll of Honour in the parish church of St. Mary the Virgin, 
Haddenham, Buckinghamshire. At the time of the 1901 census, the Gibson 
family resided at Haddenham, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. Head of the house 
was 45 year old Croydon, Surrey native Albert George Gibson, who was an Own 
Account Publican at Haddenham. The then 14 year old Richard was recorded by 
the census enumerator as being employed as a Farm Labourer. In view of the 
apparent span of years that his family had resided at the village of Haddenham, 
Buckinghamshire, was a pleasant surprise to find that Richard has also been 
commemorated at Knockholt, Kent, where he was born. Richard’s 
rememberance is sadly in stark contrast to the vast majority of war memorials in 
Kent and elsewhere, which have scores of natives not commemorated on them. 
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HAMMOND, LEONARD. Lieutenant. 
10th (Service) Battalion, Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment). 
Died Wednesday 5 July 1916. Aged 27. 
Born Jundiahy, São Paulo, Brazil. 
Third son of late Walter John Hammond, M.I.C.E. and Lucy Hammond, of Elgin 
House, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Buried Bécourt Military Cemetery, Becordel- Bécourt, Somme, France. 
Grave Ref: I. R. 21. 
Leonard was initially educated at Messrs Palmer and Middlemist’s Preparatory 
School at Cudham, Kent, before going to Tonbridge School in 1903 where he 
remained until 1907. After leaving Tonbridge School he studied at the University 
of Louvain, Belgium, and subsequently studied at the North British Locomotive 
Works. On 7 September 1914, Leonard, accompanied by his brother Captain 
Paul Hammond who also fell and is the next casualty briefly commemorated 
below, both enlisted in the Inns of Court, Officers Training Corps. Leonard was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Duke of Wellington's (West Riding 
Regiment) on 29 September 1914, in which he was serving when he was 
promoted to the rank of (Temporary) Lieutenant on 10 November 1914. Whilst 
his battalion was serving at Maidstone, Kent in May 1915, Leonard was made the 
Transport Officer. On 24 August 1915 Leonard was posted to France with his 
battalion. Having left the Regimental Transport and rejoined his company, 
Leonard fell early on the morning of Wednesday 5 July 1916, whilst he was 
leading his platoon during a successful attack by the 10th (Service) Battalion, 
Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment), on a German trench complex at 
Bécourt Wood which was named ‘Horseshoe Trench.’ Leonard’s Commanding 
Officer, Sydney Spencer Hayne, who was himself an Old Boy of Tonbridge 
School from 1899 to 1899, wrote a letter of condolence to Leonard’s mother at 
Elgin House, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent, part of which says:-“He died a most 
gallant death leading his platoon. He was a most popular officer with all ranks 
and his place will be exceedingly hard to fill.” Another officer serving in the10th 
(Service) Battalion, Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment), wrote:-“He was 
worshipped by the Transport men, and was equally liked and respected by the 
Company. He was immensely popular among the officers, all of whom, in spite of 
his habit of self-depreciation, recognised and admired his wonderful cleverness 
and his other qualities as a soldier. His bravery, tact and cheerfulness endeared 
him to us all.”  
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HAMMOND, PAUL. Major. 
8th (Service) Battalion, East Lancashire Regiment. 
Died 25 February 1916. Aged 32. 
Born Jundiahy, São Paulo, Brazil. 
Eldest son of the late Walter John Hammond, M.I.C.E. and Lucy Hammond of 
“The Grange,” Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Etretat churchyard, Seine-Maritime, France. Grave Ref: I. D. 18. 
Like his younger brother Leonard; Paul too was initially educated at Messrs 
Palmer and Middlemist’s Preparatory School at Cudham, Kent, before going to 
Tonbridge School in 1899 where he remained until 1903. During his time at 
Tonbridge School, Paul had been the Captain of Manor House, and also served 
as a Corporal in the Cadet Corps. After leaving school, Paul had entered the 
School of Mines at the University of Freiberg, Saxony, where he took the Degree 
of Mining in 1907. Having been elected as a member of the Institute of Mining 
and Mineralogical  Engineers of Great Britain, Paul the proceeded to Brazil, 
where he made mineral surveys in the south of the State of São Paulo. He later 
worked in Uruguay as an Assistant Manager at some gold mines, prior to 
returning to his native Brazil where he worked in the State of Bahia. After 
returning to England, Paul opened an office in London as a Consulting Mining 
Engineer, which he ran successfully prior to the Great War and his enlistment for 
military service with his brother Leonard, in the Inns of Court, Officers Training 
Corps on 7 September 1914. On 17 February 1916, Paul was hit by a stray bullet 
as he was leaving a communication trench at the village of Foncquevillers, Pas 
de Calais, France. His wound was a compound fracture of a thigh bone, and at 
first Paul appeared to have been making a full recovery, after being treated at the 
No.1 General Hospital, Etretat, Seine-Maritime, France. Unfortunately, Paul was 
then stricken with Bronchitis, and subsequently by Pneumonia to which he 
ultimately succumbed. Prior to his death, Paul had been Mentioned in 
Despatches. Following his death, his mother was in receipt of a plethora of letters 
of condolence, all of which had a very similar theme regarding Paul’s 
selflessness and his concern for others. The youngest of the Hammond brothers; 
Captain Martin Hammond also enlisted in the Inns of Court, Officers Training 
Corps on 23 September 1914. He was posted to France on 27 July 1915, and 
served in the Great War as a Captain in the 7th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment), and was Mentioned in Despatches on 13 November 1916 
for his actions at Trônes Wood on 14 July 1916, thankfully he survived the war. 
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HAYMAN, HORACE CHARLES. Private, 151698. 
5th Battalion, Labour Corps. 
Died 25 April 1918. Aged 31. 
Born Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Son of William and Ellen Hayman of Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Husband of Mary Kate Hayman (née Hawker) of 56, Chevening Lane, Knockholt, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Formerly Private, G/88979, 29th (Works) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, and 
Private, 1219, 9th (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). 
Buried St. Katherines Churchyard, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Grave Ref: In North-West part. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Hayman family resided at Styants Bottom, 
Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 60 year old Ightham, 
Sevenoaks, Kent native William Hayman, who was employed as an Agricultural 
Labourer. The then 14 year old Horace was recorded by the census enumerator 
as being employed as a Cattle Farm Stockman. 
 
HILLS, REUBEN R.S. Private, 633370. 
20th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment, (Blackheath and 
Woolwich). 
Died 27 June 1918. Aged 24. 
Born Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Reuben and Matilda Hills. 
Husband of Edith Hills of Victoria Villas, Vicarage Road, Lower Halling, 
Rochester, Kent.  
Buried St. John the Baptist Churchyard, Halling, Rochester, Kent.  
Reuben is possibly the casualty who is commemorated as Robert Hills, on the 
Halling, Rochester, Kent civic war memorial.  
Formerly Private, G/1824, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), and 
Private, 6631, 20th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment, (Blackheath 
and Woolwich).At the time of the 1901 census, the Hills family resided at Hever 
Cottages, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the family was 38 year old 
Kingsdown, Kent native Reuben Hills (senior), who was employed as an 
Agricultural Labourer. 
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LAFONE, ALEXANDER MALINS. V.C. Major. 
1/1st County of London Yeomanry, (Middlesex Duke of Cambridge’s  Hussars). 
Died 27 October 1917. Aged 47. 
Born Cressfield, Waterloo, Liverpool, Lancashire 19 August 1870. 
Son of Henry and Lucy Lafone of Court Lodge, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Beersheba War Cemetery, Israel. Grave Ref: Q. 7. 
Alexander was educated at Dulwich College, London. On completion of his 
studies at Dulwich, he trained as an engineer and then joined a firm in 
Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, prior to going out to Assam to take up the position 
as an Assistant Manager on the Jokai Tea Estate in 1894. After three years 
Alexander returned to London to work in his father's firm on Butler's Wharf, 
Southwark, London. He served in the Second Boer War in various regiments 
before being invalided out in 1901, and had ended the war as a Lieutenant in the 
Hertfordshire Yeomanry. He then stayed on in Africa working for the Colonial 
Office as an Assistant Resident in Northern Nigeria. Recurrent attacks of fever 
forced him back to England where he worked for F.A. Roberts and Co., but 
maintained his connections with the army. At the commencement of the Great 
War, Alexander was serving as a Major in the 1/1st County of London Yeomanry, 
(Middlesex Duke of Cambridge’s  Hussars), and he sailed for Egypt with the 
London Mounted Brigade. In Egypt he served as the officer commanding “B” 
Squadron on the Suez Canal, and later served in Palestine where he won the 
Victoria Cross. Alexander’s V.C. citation states:- "On 27th October 1917 at 
Beersheba, Palestine, for most conspicuous bravery, leadership and self-
sacrifice, Major Lafone, for more than seven hours, held a position against vastly 
superior forces. Visibility was poor, owing to the shelling from the enemy. He 
beat off Cavalry charges, by the enemy, causing them many casualties. One 
enemy charge left 15 casualties within 20 yards of his trench. One man who had 
managed to reach the trench was bayoneted by Major Lafone. All of his men 
became casualties except three. The trench was so full of wounded that it 
became difficult to move about and use weapons. Major Lafone ordered those 
who could walk to move to a trench, slightly to the rear. They continued to 
maintain an heroic resistance. When eventually they became surrounded, he 
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stepped into the open and continued to fight until he was mortally wounded, 
finally he collapsed. His courage and cheerfulness set a splendid example to the 
men which enabled them to hold the position as ordered.” An extract from The 
London Gazette dated 18 December 1917, records the following:- "For most 
conspicuous bravery, leadership, and self-sacrifice when holding a position for 
over seven hours against vastly superior enemy forces. All this time the enemy 
were shelling his position heavily, making it very difficult to see. In one attack, 
when the enemy cavalry charged his flank, he drove them back with heavy 
losses. In another charge they left fifteen casualties within twenty yards of his 
trench, one man, who reached the trench, being bayoneted by Major Lafone 
himself. When all his men, with the exception of three, had been hit and the 
trench which he was holding was so full of wounded that it was difficult to move 
and fire, he ordered those who could walk to move to a trench slightly in the rear, 
and from his own position maintained a most heroic resistance. When finally 
surrounded and charged by the enemy, he stepped into the open and continued 
to fight until he was mortally wounded and fell unconscious. His cheerfulness and 
courage were a splendid inspiration to his men, and by his leadership and 
devotion he was enabled to maintain his position, which he had been ordered to 
hold at all costs.” 
 
LEE, HAROLD SCUDDER. Driver. 
British Red Cross Society. 
Died 6 May 1919. Aged 36. 
Born Bournemouth, Hampshire. 
Son of Joshua and Mary Lee of Bournemouth, Hampshire. 
Husband of Agnes E. Lee of “The Crown,” Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried St. Katherines Churchyard, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Grave Ref: In North-West corner. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Lee family resided at Bournemouth, 
Hampshire. Head of the house was 57 year old Joshua Lee, who was an Own 
Account Boarding House Proprietor.  
 
STAPLES, FREDERICK THOMAS. Private, 10631. 
9th (Service) Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment. 
Died 20 April 1916. Aged 27. 
Born Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Westerham, Kent. Resided Padstow, 
Cornwall. 
Son of Edward Reginald Staples and Charlotte Ann Staples. 
Brother of Mrs. L. Williams of The Hill, 1, Hill Street, Padstow, Cornwall. 
Commemorated on the Basra Memorial, Iraq. Panel 63. 
Unfortunately, Frederick is not commemorated on the Padstow, Cornwall civic 
war memorial. He was christened at the parish church of St. Katherine,�
Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent on 3 August 1890. 
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THOMAS, D'ARCY ELI. Sergeant, SE/10253. 
Royal Army Veterinary Corps, attached to the 99th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died 2 December 1918. Aged 39. 
Born Sedlescombe, Battle, Sussex.  
Son of Frank and Emily Thomas. 
Husband of Florence Jane Thomas (née Gadd) of 5, Jubilee Terrace, Knockholt, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Mikra British Cemetery, Kalamaria, Greece. Grave Ref: 1907. 
D’Arcy served in the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force from 31 October 1915, 
at which time he had been a Private in the Royal Army Veterinary Corps. At the 
time of the 1901 census, the Thomas family resided at Balcombe Green, 
Sedlescombe, Sussex. Head of the house was 45 year old Sedlescombe, Battle, 
Sussex native Frank Thomas, who was an Own Account Market Gardener. 
D’Arcy was not recorded by the census enumerator as being amongst the 
Thomas family members at home on the night of the census. It has not thus far 
been possible to locate a 1901 census entry for D’Arcy, at which time he would 
have been about 22 years old, and had possibly left the family home at 
Sedlescombe, and might have been serving in the army abroad. He married Miss 
Florence Jane Gadd in Sussex in 1906. 
 
UNDERWOOD, HARRY CHARLES. Private, 12758. 
1st Battalion, Irish Guards. 
Died 22 October 1918. Aged 28. 
Born Chevening, Kent. Enlisted Whitehall, London. Resided Knockholt, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Charles and Sarah Underwood (née Turner). 
Husband of Gwendoline D. Mason (formerly Underwood), of 58, Perryfield Street, 
Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Carnieres Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France.  
Grave Ref: I. D. 5. 
Also commemorated on page 212 of Ireland’s Memorial Records 1914-1918. 
Formerly Private, 1197, Household Battalion. At the time of the 1901 census, the 
Underwood family resided at Keepers Cottage, Star Hill, Chevening, Kent. Head 
of the house was 60 year old Alborough, Norfolk native Charles Underwood, who 
was employed as a Gamekeeper. 
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FROWD-WALKER , ROBERT SANDILANDS. C.M.G. Lieutenant-Colonel. 
Special List and Malay States Guides, Indian Army. 
Died 16 May 1917. Aged 67. 
Born Great Boughton, Chester, Cheshire 13 May 1850. 
Resided Scotts Lodge, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Buried St. Katherines Churchyard, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Grave Ref: In North-West corner. 
Robert was educated at Brentwood School, Essex, and the Royal Military 
College, Sandhurst. A keen and good all round sportsman, during his time at 
Sandhurst, Robert represented the college at athletics in 1869 and 1870 in 
competitions with the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich. He was the Captain of 
the Sandhurst Cricket XI in 1870, and had also played association football for 
England against Scotland in 1871 and 1872. On completion of his studies at 
Sandhurst in 1872 he was the recipient of the Sword of Honour, and was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 28th (North Gloucestershire) 
Regiment of Foot. In 1873 he was selected to represent his country in Rugby 
Football against Scotland. In 1879 Robert was appointed to take up a post with 
the Perak Armed Police, in which he made his mark and made the Commissioner 
in 1882. Following the Federation of the Malay States on 1 July 1886, Robert had 
been appointed to serve in the Malay States Guides, and in 1896 he was 
appointed as its Commander. Having completed 31 years service in Perak and 
Federated Malay States, Robert retired. The impressive bronze statue of him by 
the sculptor Charles Leonard Hartwell R.A. (1893-1951), is in the grounds of the 
Perak Museum, and was erected by public subscription of the Sultans of Perak 
and Johore, and many person friends of the Chinese Towkays, and of officers 
and men of the Malay States Guides. At the time of his death, Robert was 
serving as the Commandant of the Alexandra Palace Prisoner of War Camp, 
London. On early records, Robert is recorded as having the surname Walker. 
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WELLS, JOHN WALTER. Private, 24631. 
3rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards. 
Died 10 December 1916. Aged 28. 
Born Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent 2 September 1888. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. 
Son of Joseph and Sophie Wells.  
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 8 D. 
John was christened at the parish church of St. Katherine,� Knockholt, 
Sevenoaks, Kent on 18 November 1894. At the time of the 1901 census, the 
Wells family resided at Knockholt Wood, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of 
the house was 36 year old Knockholt native Joseph Wells, who was employed as 
an Agricultural Labourer. 

The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

Lost Men 
 

BLUNDELL , WALTER ALFRED. Private, G/3903. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 30 September 1916. Aged 27. 
Born Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. Resided Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Walter and Annie Blundell of Lip Lap Cottage, Otford Lane, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C. 
 
BUSBY, EDWARD JAMES. Gunner, L/46422. 
"J" Anti-Aircraft Battery, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died 13 August 1917. Aged 23. 
Born Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Stratford, Essex. 
Son of Edward and Maria Busby of Red Cottage, Chadwell St. Mary, Grays, 
Essex. 
Buried Pont-d'Achelles Military Cemetery, Nieppe, Nord, France.  
Grave Ref: I. E. 14. 
Edward enlisted in the army and served using the surname alias BUSHEY. 

 
HODSON, GEORGE BENJAMIN. C.B., D.S.O. Brigadier General. 
General Staff, Indian Army. 
Died 25 January 1916. Aged 52. 
Born 3 October 1863. 
Husband of Dorothy Clara Hodson  (née Murray) of Holly Cottage, Knockholt, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Pieta Military Cemetery, Malta, G.C. Grave Ref: C. XII. 1. 
George was gazetted as a Lieutenant in the South Staffordshire Regiment on 10 
May 1882. In 1910 he married Miss Dorothy Clara Murray. During the Great War 
George had commanded the 33 British Infantry Brigade, and died of wounds on 
the island of Malta. 
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JORDAN, GILBERT. Private, 9574. 
2nd Battalion, Duke of Cornwall's Light Infantry. 
Died 7 April 1915. 
Born Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Willow Walk, 
Bermondsey, London. 
Buried Ypres Town Cemetery Extension, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Grave Ref: I. F. 7. 
 
KEMP, DESMOND GEORGE FREDERICK. Private, 21782. 
1st Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
Died 23 June 1917. Aged 19. 
Born Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted and resided Bromley, Kent. 
Nephew of Mrs. B. Kemp of 8, Canon Road, Bromley, Kent. 
Buried Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Grave Ref: XIV. D. 7. 
 
MANNING, THOMAS. Gunner, 40022. 
68th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery. 
Died 14 May 1917. 
Born Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Nine Elms Military Cemetery, Thelus, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: I. B. 22. 
Thomas was posted to France on 31 August 1915. His medal card entry records 
that he died of wounds. 
 
PULLEN, ALFRED JOHN. Lance Corporal, 304818. 
Depot, Tank Corps. 
Died 8 June 1918. Aged 22. 
Born Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Son of Mr. J. W. and Mrs. E. J. Pullen of Seaborne Villas, Paddock Wood, 
Tonbridge, Kent. 
Buried Paddock Wood (St. Andrew) Old Churchyard, Brenchley, Kent. 
Grave Ref: South-East part. 
Formerly Private, G/2431, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
 
STAPLES, GEORGE. Private, 325177.   
2nd Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales's Own). 
Died Wednesday 29 May 1918. Aged 24. 
Born Knockholt, Kent. Enlisted Bromley, Kent. Resided Cudham, Kent 
Son of George and Mary Staples of Hom's Green, Cudham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Soissons Memorial, Aisne, France, and on the Biggin Hill 
and Cudham, Kent civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Staples family resided at Hom's Green, 
Cudham, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old Knockholt, Kent native 
George Staples, who was employed as a Bricklayer. 
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The Second World War 
1939 – 1945 

 
ALCOTT, ARTHUR JOHN. Pilot Officer (Wireless Operator), 176042. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 100 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Monday 22 May 1944. Aged 28. 
Son of John and Emily Alcott. 
Husband of Carol Alcott of Clapton, London. 
Buried Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, Kleve, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany. 
Grave Ref: 7. E. 15. 
Arthur had been amongst the seven man crew on Lancaster bomber LL960 HW-
D, when it took off from R.A.F. Grimsby, Lincolnshire, at 2244 hours on the night 
of 21 May 1944.  Lancaster bomber LL960 HW-D was being flown on the mission 
by 27 year old Flight Lieutenant (Pilot), Edwin Lawrence Eames, R.A.F (V.R.), of 
Brooklyn, New York City, U.S.A. The Lancaster was amongst 510 Lancasters 
and 22 Mosquitos of Nos. 1, 3, 5 and 8 Groups of R.A.F. Bomber Command that 
were carrying out the first large raid on the city of Duisburg, Germany for a year. 
By the time that the bomber force arrived over Duisburg, the target area was 
covered by cloud, but the Oboe skymarking used by the Mosquito Pathfinder 
aircraft was accurate, and much damage was caused in the southern areas of 
the city. During the raid on Duisburg 29 Lancasters were lost. Arthur’s aircraft 
had been delivered to 100 Squadron, Royal Air Force on 17 May 1944, and it 
was lost whilst taking part on its first operation. When it was lost, the Lancaster 
had completed a total of 21 flying hours. LL960 HW-D was one of two 100 
Squadron, Royal Air Force Lancasters that were lost during the raid on Duisburg. 
Arthur’s Lancaster was hit by enemy flak and exploded in midair, scattering 
debris over an area identified as Repelen-Baerl-Binscheim, all sizeable 
communities to the west of the river Rhine and to the north-north-west of the city 
of Duisburg. All seven crew were killed when the Lancaster exploded, and the 
majority were buried in the Nordfriedhof at Düsseldorf. They have been 
subsequently re-interred in the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, which was 
created after the Second World War when burials were brought in from all over 
western Germany and is the largest Commonwealth cemetery in the country. 
Flight Lieutenant (Pilot), Edwin Lawrence Eames, R.A.F (V.R.), was an American 
citizen serving in the Royal Air Force. It was noted whilst carrying out the 
researches that on some of the data accessed, Arthur is shown as being a 
Sergeant (Wireless Operator) at the time of his death, whilst on other records he 
is recorded as being a Pilot Officer (Wireless Operator), which also matches his 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission commemoration details. Purely 
supposition on the part of the transcriber of these brief commemorations, and of 
course should be viewed as such, but in view of the differences that have been 
recorded appertaining to Arthur’s rank, the confusion might have arose resultant 
of him having been commissioned only a short time prior to his death.  
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BEARD, JAMES WILLIAM. Bombadier, 1100162. 
8 Medium Regiment, Royal Artillery. 
Died Friday 17 March 1944. Aged 28. 
Born Bedfordshire. Resided Kent. 
Son of James William and Annie Eliza Beard. 
Husband of Maud Beard of Knockholt, Kent. 
Buried Imphal War Cemetery, Assam, India. Grave Ref: 8. B. 24. 
The 8 Medium Regiment, Royal Artillery was formed at Quetta, India in 
September 1941, and initially served in the Khojak Brigade in India. From March 
1943 it served as 160 Lines of Communication at Bangalore, India, until 
December 1943 at which time it was part of the 4 Indian Corps at Imphal, Assam, 
India, and at the time of James’s death it was equipped with 5.5 inch guns. 
 
BOAKES , CECIL GRAHAM. Driver, T/199834. 
Royal Army Service Corps. 
Died Friday 24 March 1944. Aged 33. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Alfred and Mable Boakes. 
Husband of Ivy Lilian Ada Boakes of Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Klagenfurt War Cemetery, Austria. Grave Ref: 6. C. 14. 
 
BOWEN, GERALD MATTHEW. Aircraftman 2nd Class, 3005597. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 
Died Wednesday 22 December 1943. Aged 19. 
Son of Henry and Lottie Margaret Bowen of Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried St. Margaret’s Churchyard, Halstead, Kent. 
 
MICHAEL CURWEN. The best match for the casualty as he is commemorated 
on the Knockholt civic war memorial, and on the St. Katherines church Lych Gate 
Second World War memorial plaque, appears to be the following army officer:- 
CURWEN, CHARLES MICHAEL. Second Lieutenant, 126625. 
4th Queen's Own Hussars, Royal Armoured Corps. 
Died Friday 14 April 1944. Aged 20. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Charles and Catherine Muriel Curwen of Beckenham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Athens Memorial, Greece. Face 1. 
Major R.B. Sheppard D.S.O. assumed command of Charles’s regiment and was 
promoted to Lieutenant-Colonel on 21 May 1941. Charles fought with his 
regiment in Greece, he was recorded as a battle casualty in the 4th Queen's Own 
Hussars, Royal Armoured Corps War Diary, at the entry dated 28 May 1941, as 
“Missing and believed to have been a prisoner of war.” At the time of Charles’s 
death, the 4th Queen's Own Hussars, Royal Armoured Corps commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel R.C.H. Kidd was stationed in Egypt equipped with Sherman 
tanks, and waiting for a probable move to Italy.  
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DABNOR, ROY ALFRED. Pilot Officer (Wireless Operator/Air Gunner), 162864. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 102 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Monday 22 November 1943. Aged 21. 
Son of Alfred Harry Peter and Sarah Dabnor of Knockholt, Kent. 
Buried St. Katherine’s Churchyard, Knockholt, Kent.  
Grave Ref: North West of church. 
Roy had been amongst the seven man crew on Halifax bomber LW333 DY-K, 
when it took off from R.A.F. Pocklington, North Yorkshire at 1631 hours on 21 
November 1943. Halifax bomber LW333 DY-K was being flown on the mission by 
24 year old Pilot Officer (Pilot), Walter Hughes of Walton, Liverpool, Lancashire. 
The Halifax was amongst a force of 764 aircraft which was comprised of 469 
Lancasters, 234 Halifaxes, 50 Stirlings, and 11 Mosquitos that were taking part 
on a raid on Berlin, Germany. The raid on the night of 21/22 November 1943, 
was carried out by the larges force of R.A.F. aircraft that had been sent to Berlin 
at that time, and was also the last raid in which Stirlings were sent to Germany. 
Bad weather kept most of the German night fighters on the ground, and the 
bomber force was able to take a relatively 'straight in, straight out' route to the 
target without suffering undue loss of aircraft or life. Of the 26 aircraft that were 
lost on the mission to Berlin, 11 were Lancasters, 10 Halifaxes, and 5 Stirlings. 
Berlin had been completely cloud covered, and returning bomber crews could 
only estimate that the marking and bombing was accurate. It was later revealed 
that the mission which cost Roy his life was in fact the most effective raid on 
Berlin during the Second World War. A vast area of destruction stretched from 
the central districts of the city westwards across the mainly residential areas of 
Tiergarten and Charlottenburg, to the separate suburb city of Spandau. Because 
of the dry weather conditions, several 'firestorm' areas were reported, and the 
following day a German aircraft measured the height of the smoke cloud as 
reaching 6,000 metres (almost 19,000 feet). It was estimated that approximately 
175,000 people were bombed out as the result of the raid. Interesting entries 
among the lists of buildings destroyed or severely damaged are: - Thehe Kaiser-
Wilhelm-Gedächtniskirche (the Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church) in West Berlin, 
the Charlottenburg Castle, the Berlin Zoo, much of the Unter den Linden, the 
British, French, Italian and Japanese embassies, the Ministry of Weapons and 
Munitions, the Waffen SS Administrative College, and the barracks of the 
Imperial Guard at Spandau. Among the numerous industrial premises that had 
been hit, were five factories of the Siemens electrical group, and the Alkett tank 
works which had recently moved to the city from the Ruhr. Roy’s aircraft was not 
lost due to enemy action, as it collided in the air with a 77 Squadron, R.A.F. 
Halifax bomber (LW 264 KN-K) in the Pocklington circuit, which was returning to 
R.A.F. Elvington North Yorkshire from the same raid on Berlin. Both of the 
aircraft crashed at 2345 hours, near Newlands Farm on the York Road, Barmby 
Moor, Yorkshire. In November 1984 fourteen oak trees, each of which was 
named after an airman killed in the above tragedy, were formerly commemorated 
at Newlands Farm. Formerly a Sergeant (Wireless Operator/Air Gunner), Roy 
was commisioned as a Pilot Officer, R.A.F. (V.R.) on 10 November 1943. 
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DALBIAC , PETER RICHARD SHELLEY. Second Lieutenant, 180353. 
9th (1st Battalion, The Tower Hamlets Rifles) Battalion, Rifle Brigade. 
Died Tuesday 16 June 1942. Aged 19. 
Born Ceylon. Resided Swansea, South Wales.  
Son of Major Richard Dalbiac, (Royal Engineers), and of Kathleen Dalbiac of 
Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Halfaya Sollum War Cemetery, Egypt. Grave Ref: 23. A. 5. 
Formerly the 1 Battalion, Tower Hamlets Rifles, Peter’s battalion was 
redesignated as shown above on Thursday 29 May 1941. 
 
LEE STEERE. CHARLES AUGUSTUS. Flying Officer (Pilot), 90129. 
Royal Air Force (Auxiliary Air Force), 601 (County of London) Squadron. 
Died Monday 27 May 1940. Aged 29. 
Born Sydney, Australia. 
Eldest son of Ernest Augustus and Bridget Yelverton Lee Steere (née O’Connor). 
Husband of Patience Hargreaves Lee Steere J.P. (née Pigott-Brown) of Ockley, 
Dorking, Surrey. 
Buried Oostkerke Communal Cemetery, Diksmuide, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Grave Ref: Grave 9. 
Commemorated in the Memorial Grove, Hale School, Wembley Downs, Perth, 
Western Australia. 
Charles is the sole Commonwealth casualty at rest in the above cemetery. It 
would appear that Charles’s first visit to Great Britain was on 27 April 1924, when 
he arrived at London with his parents and eight other family members on the 
Aberdeen Line 14,947 ton ship Euripides, which had sailed from Sydney, via 
Durban, Cape Town, Melbourne, Hobart, Fremantle, Sydney, Adelaide, and 
Plymouth. Between 1921 and 1926, Charles was a pupil at Hale School, Perth, 
Western Australia, prior to going up to Oxford University where he gained an 
Athletics Blue. While working on the family estate at Jayes Park, Sheep Green, 
Ockley, Dorking, Surrey, which his family had acquired in 1795, Charles joined 
the Royal Auxiliary Air Force and trained as a pilot. On the completion of his pilot 
training, Charles was posted to 601 (County of London) Squadron (Auxiliary Air 
Force). Flying a Hawker Hurricane fighter Charles was posted missing while 
covering the withdrawal of the British Expeditionary Force towards Dunkirk, and 
other channel ports. Several years after Charles’s death; his father was knighted 
and became Sir Ernest Augustus Lee Steere. Charles’s mother; the then Lady 
Bridget Yelverton Lee Steere, was awarded the O.B.E. in 1960 for her work with 
the Western Australian Girl Guide Association and the Young Women's Christian 
Association. One of Charles’s two brothers; 28 year old Lieutenant Roderick 
Yelverton Lee Steere of the Royal Australian Naval Volunteer Reserve, was 
killed on 29 June 1944. Ernest, who was the second son of Sir Ernest Augustus 
and Lady Lee Steere, was the Lord Mayor of Perth in 1972-78. Sir Ernest 
Augustus died in December 1957, aged 91. Charles’s wife; who was the 
daughter of Sir John Pigott-Brown and Lady Edith Ivy Pigott-Brown of Broome 
Hall, Dorking, Surrey died 21 April 1992. Charles was the father of Gordon Ernest 
Lee-Steere D.L. Vice Lord-Lieutenant of the county of Surrey. 
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PRICE, GLYN. Sergeant (Air Gunner), 1280742. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 218 (Gold Coast) Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Thursday 17 December 1942. Aged 21. 
Son of John and Florence Price. 
Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 91. 
Glyn had been amongst the seven man crew on Stirling bomber BF403 HA-R 
when it took off from R.A.F. Downham Market, Norfolk, at 1802 hours on 17 
December 1942. Stirling bomber BF403 HA-R was being flown by 29 year old 
Flight Sergeant (Pilot), Leonard C. Shepherd of the Royal New Zealand Air 
Force, of Paraparaumu, Wellington, New Zealand. Glyn’s aircraft was amongst 
16 Stirlings and 6 Wellingtons of 3 Group which took part in a minor operation, 
which was an attempted attack on the Opel works at Fallersleben, which is a 
district of Wolfsburg, Lower Saxony, Germany. This type of limited operation 
proved to be a costly failure on a number of occasions, and during the raid which 
cost the lives of all the crew of Stirling bomber BF403 HA-R, only 3 aircraft 
actually bombed the designated target, due primarily to the prevailing cloud 
conditions over Fallersleben. Glyn’s aircraft was one of the 6 Stirlings and 2 
Wellingtons which were lost from this part of the night's operations on 17/18 
December 1942. Stirling bomber BF403 HA-R was delivered to 218 (Gold Coast) 
Squadron, Royal Air Force on 7 November 1942, and was one of two of the 
Stirlings belonging to Glyn’s squadron that were lost during the raid on 
Fallersleben. Glyn’s aircraft was hit by Kriegsmarine Flak, and crashed at 1915 
hours into the sea between Den Helder, and the island of Texel, Noord-Holland, 
Netherlands, killing all seven crew. Leonard C. Shepherd is at rest at Bergen-op- 
Zoom War Cemetery, Noord-Brabant, and 29 year old Sergeant (Navigator), 
Stanley Holmes of Whangarei, Auckland, New Zealand is at rest at the Den Burg 
General Cemetery, Texel, Noord-Holland, Netherlands. The other five members 
of the crew have no known graves, and are all commemorated on the 
Runnymede Memorial. 
 
HOBLEY, CHARLES. Reverend. 
Air Raid Precaution. 
Died Wednesday 22 March 1944. Aged 84. 
Born Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. 
Son of the late John and Mary Hobley. 
Husband of the late Mary Louisa McDonald Hobley.  
Charles died at his home; The Rectory, Knockholt, Kent during an enemy air raid. 
Prior to training for the ministry at Litchfield, Theological College, Staffordshire, 
Charles had been the Choirmaster at Litchfield Cathedral. On the completion of 
his theological studies, Charles had obtained a number of posts in Kent, they 
being at Rochester, Strood, and Sevenoaks, prior to him becoming the Vicar at 
the parish church of St. Katherine’s at Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent in 1915. 
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ROBINSON, GLENN ARTHUR. Sectionman. 
Merchant Navy. S.S. Laconia (Liverpool). 
Died Saturday 12 September 1942. Aged 21. 
Merchant Navy Discharge Number R177495.  
Born Freshwater, Isle of Wight 2 October1920. 
Son of Percy and Beatrice Robinson (née Styles). 
Commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial. Panel 63. 
Glenn was christened at Freshwater, Isle of Wight on 24 November 1920. The 
sinking of the 19,695 ton troopship S.S. Laconia (Liverpool) was one of the most 
significant losses of an Allied vessel during the Second World War. Built in 1922 
by Swan, Hunter & Wigham Richardson Ltd, of Wallsend, Sunderland, County 
Durham, the S.S. Laconia was owned by Cunard White Star Ltd, of Liverpool, 
Lancashire, and on 5 September 1939 she was requisitioned by the Admiralty for 
service with the Royal Navy as armed merchant cruiser. On 1 October 1941, the 
ship was transferred to the Ministry of War Transport (MoWT) and was then used 
as troopship. At 2207 hours on 12 September 1942 the unescorted S.S. Laconia, 
which was commanded by 56 year old Master Rudolph Sharp, O.B.E. of 
Wallasey, Cheshire, was hit by two torpedoes fired from the German uboat U-
156, when both vessels were in the South Atlantic in position 05.05S, 11.38W, it 
being approximately 360 miles northeast of Ascension Island, and the ship sank 
at 2323 hours. The Master, 97 crew members, 133 passengers, 33 Polish 
guards, and 1394 Italian prisoners of war were lost when the S.S. Laconia sank. 
Following the sinking, commendably, the U-156 began picking up survivors, and 
took several laden lifeboats in tow, approximately 200 survivors were cramped 
on the deck of the U-156, and a similar number were in the towed lifeboats. 
Korvettenkapitän Werner Hartenstein commanding the U-156, also notified the 
BdU about the rescue operation which he had carried out. On 15 September, the 
U-506 commanded by Kapitänleutnant Erich Würdemann, and the U-507 
commanded by Korvettenkapitän Harro Schacht, plus the Regia Marina Italiana  
submarine “Cappellini” which was commanded by Marco Revedin arrived, and 
participated in the rescue. In response to a request from Berlin, the 7,500-ton 
Vichy French cruiser Gloire sailed from Dakar, and two sloops, the fast 650-ton 
Annamite and the slower 2,000-ton Dumont d'Urville, sailed from Conakry, 
French Guinea, and Cotonou, Dahomey, respectively. Between 17 and 20 
September, 1083 survivors (among them 415 Italians) were picked up from 
lifeboats or directly from the uboats by the Vichy French warships, and taken to 
Dakar. On 16 September at 1125 hours, an American B-24 Liberator bomber 
operating from the Ascension Island arrived at the scene where its pilot spotted 
the boats, which at that time flew the Red Cross flag and were clearly not hostile 
to anyone. The pilot radioed back to his base asking for instructions and was told 
to attack at once which he did at 1232 hours, forcing the uboats to cut the lines to 
the life boats and submerge immediately, leaving hundreds of people again 
struggling in the water. The attack prompted one of the most controversial orders 
issued by Admiral Karl Dönitz, and known as the “Laconia Order” today, it made 
it absolutely clear that no uboats were to take part in any rescue operations from 
that date, and were ordered to leave any survivors from vessels in the sea.  
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LENA ROCKE . No trace, as she is commemorated on the on the Lych Gate 
plaque, and on the Knockholt civic war memorial. The lady commemorated is 
possibly the following casualty who appears to be arguably the closest match:- 
ROCKE, HELENA MARY. Civilian casualty. 
Died 15 October 1940. Aged 67. 
Born Swansea, Glamorganshire, Wales. 
Daughter of the late Reverend James Owen and Mrs. Owen of Swansea, 
Glamorganshire, Wales. 
Widow of Robert Ernest Rocke. 
Helena resided at 55, Cranmer Court, Sloane Avenue, Chelsea, London. She 
was injured at Knockholt; and died later the same day whilst she was receiving 
treatment for her injuries as a patient at the County Hospital, Farnborough, Kent. 
Helen married Robert Ernest Rocke at Swansea in 1895. At the time of the 1901 
census, the Rocke family resided at “Dunhead,” Cheam Road, Sutton, Surrey. 
Head of the house was 32 year old Wrexham, Denbighshire, North Wales native 
Robert Ernest Rocke, who was a Leather Factor and an employer. It would seem 
likely that Helena was known to all and sundry as Lena, it being the shortened  
variance of the forename Helena. Helena’s husband; Robert Ernest Rocke died 
in Surrey in 1932, aged 64. 
 
SALMON, SYDNEY ARTHUR. Private, 6343798. 
2nd Battalion, Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment). 
Died Sunday 14 May 1944. Aged 23. 
Born Hull, Yorkshire. Resided Kent. 
Son of Christopher Arthur and Violet M. Salmon (née Haylor). 
Husband of Dorothy May Salmon of North Bersted, Bognor Regis, Sussex. 
Buried Kohima War Cemetery, Nagaland state, India. Grave Ref: 12. A. 27. 
Sydney is commemorated on the Lych Gate plaque, and on the Knockholt civic 
war memorial with his Christian name spelt Sidney. 
Sydney’s army number signifies that he had originally served in the army as a 
member of the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment. 
 
SMITHERS, JULIAN LANGLEY. Pilot Officer (Pilot), 90540. 
Royal Air Force (Auxiliary Air Force), 601 (County of London) Squadron. 
Died Sunday 11 August 1940. Aged 24. 
Son of Langley Smithers J.P. and Mabel Lily Smithers (née Bishop) of South 
Kensington, London, and of Court Lodge, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Buried Ste. Marie Cemetery, Le Havre, Seine-Maritime, France. 
Grave Ref: Division 67 Row R. Grave 5. 
Commemorated on the Battle of Briton Memorial, Capel-le-Ferne, Kent. 
Julian joined the 601 (County of London) Squadron in June 1940. Whilst flying 
Hawker Hurricane (No.P3885), he was shot down by an unknown enemy aircraft 
over Portland Bill, Dorset, at about 1045 hours on Sunday 11 August 1940, and 
crashed in the English Channel. Julian’s body was later recovered on the French 
coast and laid to rest at Le Havre. Julian was a brother of Alfred John Langley 
Smithers who is the next casualty briefly commemorated below. 
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SMITHERS, ALFRED JOHN LANGLEY. Second Lieutenant, 132784. 
11th Hussars, Royal Armoured Corps. 
Died Tuesday 25 November 1941. Aged 20. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Langley Smithers J.P. and Mabel Lily Smithers (née Bishop) of South 
Kensington, London. And of Court Lodge, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Alamein Memorial, Egypt. Column 19. 
Pre war member of The Inns of Court Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps. Major 
Norman Smithers M.C. who was an uncle of Alfred and Julian, was awarded the 
Military Cross during the Great War, whilst serving as a Captain in the Queen’s 
Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). During the years of the Second World War  
Major Smithers served as a Supervisor in the (Kent) Special Constabulary. The 
Smithers family have been connected with the parish of Knockholt for several 
years, and arguably the best remembered is Professor Sir David Waldron 
Smithers, who was born on 17 January 1908 and died on 20 July 1995. In 1933 
he married Gwladys Angel who died 1992. David was Professor of Radiotherapy, 
London University 1943-73 (Emeritus); Director, Radiotherapy Department, 
Royal Marsden Hospital 1943-73; President, British Institute of Radiology 1946-
47, Faculty of Radiologists 1959-61. When he gained a richly deserved 
knighthood in 1969, he followed his father and grandfather as the third in 
successive generations of his family to be so recognised for public services. One 
position which gave Sir David Waldron Smithers, great pleasure was that of 
being the  President of The Knockholt Society. Following his retirement he wrote 
several books, one of which was  “A History of Knockholt in the County of Kent.” 
 
REGINALD SQUIRES. No clear trace, as he is commemorated on the on the 
Lych Gate plaque, and on the Knockholt civic war memorial. 
 
FRANK, WALLIS . No clear trace, as he is commemorated on the on the Lych 
Gate plaque, and on the Knockholt civic war memorial. 
 
Although a not insignificant amount of time was spent attempting to positively 
identify the last two casualties above. Due to the constraints on the transcribers 
time, mainly because a number of forms of commemoration in Kent being 
researched, as the result of specific requests from several locations and 
organisations, and as such more in-depth and very time consuming research on 
Reginald Squires and Frank Wallis, will for the time being have to be put on hold. 
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BOWEN, EDWIN STANLEY. Sergeant, 1336468. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 77 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 30 March 1943. 
Son of Charles and Janet Elizabeth Bowen of Knockholt, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 143. 
Edwin was one of the seven crew members of Halifax bomber JB842  KN-E, 
which was being flown by Flight Sergeant (Pilot) Charles Hugh Newman R.A.F. 
(V.R), when it took off from R.A.F. Elvington, North Yorkshire, at 2206 hours on 
29 March 1943. The Halifax was amongst a bomber force of 329 aircraft which 
was comprised of 162 Lancasters, 103 Halifaxes, and 64 Stirlings taking part in a 
raid on Berlin, Germany. Weather conditions during the raid were difficult, with 
icing and inaccurately forecast winds causing most of the bombs to fall in open 
countryside 6 miles south-east of Berlin. During the course of the operation, 21 
aircraft; 11 Lancasters, 7 Halifaxes, 3 Stirlings and their crews were lost. Edwin’s 
aircraft crashed in the Fehmarn Belt near Østersøen, Denmark. The Fehmarn 
Belt where the Halifax crashed, is a strait connecting the Bay of Kiel, and the Bay 
of Mecklenburg in the western part of the Baltic Sea between the German island 
of Fehmarn, and the Danish island of Lolland. The cause of loss of Halifax JB842  
KN-E has never been established. Four of the crew are now buried in a collective 
grave at the Berlin 1939-45 War Cemetery, Germany. Sergeant (Flight 
Engineer), James Middleton Donald R.A.F. (V.R), of Wishaw, Lanarkshire is 
buried in Svino Churchyard, Southern Zealand, Denmark. Like Edwin, Flight 
Sergeant Archibald Flemington Smith of Benwell, Newcastle-on-Tyne is also 
commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial.  
 
DABNOR, HERBERT GORDON WARE. Home Guard. 
Died 8 December 1940. Aged 46. 
Born Knockholt, Kent.  
Son of the late Alfred James Cooper Dabnor and Ellen Maria Dabnor of 
Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Husband of Ethel Sarah Dabnor (née Franks) of Windmill Farm, Chevening 
Road, Chipstead, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Herbert died at his home; Windmill Farm, Chipstead, Kent. His 16 year old son 
Gordon Dabnor was injured during the same incident at Windmill Farm, and died 
later the same day whilst he was receiving treatment for his injuries at the 
Sevenoaks and Holmesdale Hospital. Herbert had been a very early volunteer to 
serve in the Territorial Force soon after the commencement of the Great War, as 
he had enlisted at the Drill Hall, Tonbridge, Kent on 11 August 1914. He was 
attested to serve in the 1/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal 
West Kent Regiment). Gordon was posted to serve in the British Expeditionary 
Force on 27 April 1917. 



 

 25 

 
GREAT WAR CASUALTIES 

 



 

 26 

 
 

 
SECOND WORLD WAR CASUALTIES 

 



 

 27 

 
Thanks are due to Matthew and Lorraine Jefferies, for kindly providing the picture 
above for inclusion here, of the Great War memorial plaque, which is located in 
the parish church of St. Katherine’s, Knockholt, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
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