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The Great War  
1914-1919 

 
ATHERALL , ALFRED JOHN. Bugler, 2480. 
1st Battalion, Rifle Brigade. 
Died 1 July 1916. 
Born Groombridge, Kent. Enlisted Crowborough, Sussex. Resided Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Son of Alfred John and Eliza Atherall (née Holden) of 6, Homestead Crescent, 
Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Husband of Dorcas Atherall (née Winn) of “Hill View,” Barden Road, Speldhurst, 
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.  
Pier and Face 16 B and 16 C.  
When Alfred enlisted in the army in November 1907 he stated that he was aged 
20 years and 10 months, and that he was employed as a Groom. He also stated 
that he had previously been rejected for military service due to being under the 
required chest measurement, but stated that he was a serving member of the 1st 
Battalion, Cinque Ports Volunteer Corps. In East Sussex, the 1st Cinque Ports 
Rifle Volunteer Corps, which had its origins in the volunteer forces was raised 
during the Napoleonic Wars, it was later transferred to the Territorial Force in 
1908, and it then became the 5th (Cinque Ports) Battalion, Royal Sussex 
Regiment. In when replying to the question about any preference to what 
regiment or corps he wished to serve in, Alfred replied the Rifle Brigade. After 
successfully passing an army medical examination at Chichester, Sussex, Alfred 
joined the Rifle Brigade at the Regimental Depot at Winchester, Hampshire on 14 
November 1907 as a Rifleman. On the completion of his training at Winchester, 
Alfred was posted to the 3rd Battalion of his regiment on 1 March 1908. He 
remained in the 3rd Battalion until 18 September 1911 when he was transferred 
to the 4th Battalion. On 8 July 1912 Alfred passed his Army 3 rd Class Education 
Certificate, and on 1 August 1912, he was awarded his first Good Conduct 
Badge. Alfred was transferred to the Depot, on 19 November 1914. Whilst 
serving in the 6th (Service) Battalion, on 14 January 1915, Alfred was posted to 
France, and was transferred to the 4th Battalion on 10 February 1915, and 
eventually to the 1st Battalion on 11 November 1915. Alfred ceased to be a 
Rifleman on 25 February 1916 when he was appointed to a Bugler. On 2 May 
1916 whilst home on leave, Alfred married Miss Dorcas Winn at the parish 
church of St. Mary’s, Speldhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Alfred had also 
served with his regiment in Egypt and India. A brother of Percy Atherall below. 
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ATHERALL , GEORGE DANIEL. Private, G/11187. 
8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 1 September 1916. 
Born Withyham, Sussex. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Resided 
Groombridge, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Eldest son of George Daniel Atherall and Jane Emma Atherall (née Goodwin) of 
8, Homestead Cottages, Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C. 
George enlisted ‘For the Duration of the War’ on 22 November 1915, at which 
time he stated that he was aged 20 years and 67 days, and employed as a Farm 
Labourer, residing at 5, Corsley Road, Groombridge, Sussex. After his initial 
service in the 9th (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment), George was posted to the 8th (Service) Battalion of the regiment for 
service with the British Expeditionary Force on 15 June 1915. After serving for 80 
days in France, George was killed in action in Delville Wood, Longueval, during 
the Battle of the Somme on 1 September 1916. The battalion had had made the 
move to Delville Wood on 30 August, in what C.T. Atkinson the author of the 
regimental history of George’s regiment during the Great War describes as 
perhaps the most trying experience in the battalion’s service. The last mile in 
pouring rain, under heavy shell-fire and through deep mud taking 11 hours to 
complete. The following day German infantry attacked after a 5 hour artillery 
bombardment, but were driven off by “A” and “B” Companies which were in the 
front line position. George was the eldest of the 11 children of George Daniel and 
Jane Emma Atherall, which is probably why at the time of the 1901 census he 
resided with his grandparents William and Frances Goodwin, at 1, Buttercup 
Cottages, Withyham, Sussex, at which time his parents resided at the Victoria 
Inn, Station Road, Withyham. 
 
ATHERALL , PERCY. Private, S/2129. 
9th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Died 18 June 1916. 
Born Withyham, Sussex. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Son of Alfred John and Eliza Atherall (née Holden) of 6, Homestead Crescent, 
Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Buried Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France.  
Grave Ref: II. B. 213. 
Percy was one of the brothers of Alfred John Atherall who is briefly 
commemorated above. At the time of the 1901 census, the Atherall family 
resided at 1, Garden Cottages, Withyham, Sussex. Head of the house was 37 
year old Withyham, Sussex native Alfred John Atherall, who was employed as a 
Bricklayers Labourer. Percy was recorded by the census enumerator as being 6 
years old. He was posted to France on 29 November 1914. At least one of 
Percy’s other brothers also served in the British army during the Great War, he 
was Edwin James Atherall of Holmwood Stables, Langton Green, who served in 
the Army Service Corps as Private, M/323474. 
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BEW, FRANK. Private, 15552. 
7th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 29 September 1917. Aged 29. 
Born Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Enlisted and resided Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Son of William and Sarah Bew of Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Buried Nine Elms Cemetery, Poperinghe, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Grave Ref: III. B. 2. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Bew family resided at Langton Green, where 
39 year old Lambeth, Surrey native William Bew who was employed as a 
Bricklayers Labourer was recorded by the census enumerator as being the head 
of the house. 
 
FISHER, PERCIVAL GEORGE. Private, G/54861. 
23rd (Service) Battalion, (1st Sportsman’s) Royal Fusiliers (City of London 
Regiment). 
Died 17 September 1917. Aged 23. 
Born and enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Resided Didcot, Berkshire. 
Son of Mr. J. and Mrs. C. Fisher of Haddon Road, Didcot, Berkshire. 
Buried Gorre British and Indian Cemetery, Pas de Calais France.  
Grave Ref: IV. E. 15. 
Formerly Private, 8196, 20th (Service) Battalion, (3rd Public Schools) Royal 
Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). Percival was posted to France on 14 
November 1915. 
 
HOADLEY, ARTHUR GEORGE. Serjeant, S/665. 
8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 26 September 1915. Aged 38. 
Born Speldhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Resided Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Son of the late William and Emily Hoadley, (Possibly née Fry). 
Husband of Ada Maria Hoadley (née Crouch) of The Gardens, Shirley Hall, 
Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 95. 
Arthur married Miss Ada Maria Crouch at the parish church of St. Mary’s, 
Speldhurst, Kent on 1 September 1907. Standing just over six foot tall, Arthur 
was a former member of the 1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards. He was recalled as 
a Special Reservist and re-enlisted on 12 September 1914. At the time of his re-
enlistment, Arthur stated that he was 38 years and 98 days old, and employed as 
a Farm Waggoner. Due to his previous military record, Arthur was made an 
Acting Corporal on the day that he re-enlisted, and was promoted to the rank of 
Serjeant just four days later. Arthur served in France with the British 
Expeditionary Force as a member of the 8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment) from 30 August 1915. Arthur’s widow later resided 
at 2, Rectory Cottage, Upton Magna, Shrewsbury, Shropshire.  
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HOPTROFF, WALLACE FRANK. Captain. 
“D” Company, 2nd Regiment, South African Infantry. 
Died 18 July 1916. Aged 43. 
Born St. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex. 
Son of the late Frank and Ellen Hoptroff (née Haffenden) late of Langton Green, 
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Buried Serre Road Cemetery No.2, Somme, France. Grave Ref: XXIX. F. 8. 
Formerly Quartermaster Sergeant, 32856, 71st Company, 18th Battalion, 
Imperial Yeomanry. At the time of the 1901 census, Wallace was employed as a 
Clerk, Assistant Rate Collector), residing at the Greyhound Inn, Langton Green, 
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, where his widowed mother was the Licensee. 
Wallace fell during the fighting at Delville Wood where the South African war 
memorial now stands. The following brief description of how Wallace died was by 
Private Frank Marillier from Queenstown, who had been sent to the northern 
perimeter, as a Lewis-gunner. Frank said that he owed his life to Wallace, who 
he described as having been a courageous officer: - “18th. Absolute hell turned 
inside out. I never expected to get out whole. Shells dropping everywhere. We 
get orders to return in the afternoon late. I think, in fact I am almost sure, that our 
lives were saved when a very brave officer; Capt Hoptroff, made his way to our 
position. He wasted no time. "Get out!" he said, and was almost immediately hit 
by a bullet and killed outright. It is strange how, in the most urgent and tragic 
circumstances, one notices things of minor importance. For as Capt Hoptroff 
dropped, my eye caught sight of his very beautiful gold wristlet watch; and I have 
never ceased to regret that I did not take it off, and send it to his family. I am sure 
that they would have appreciated it. Hoptroff lives on in my memory - a fine 
officer and a most gallant man.” Wallace’s late father who was a native of Hartley 
Wintney, Hampshire, was formerly the Licensee of The Greyhound Public House, 
Langton Green. For a number of years Wallace’s brother; Speldhurst native 
Frederick Champion Hoptroff was the Assistant Overseer for Ashurst, Kent, Tax 
Collector for Royal Tunbridge Wells and Rate Collector for Speldhurst, Kent. He 
resided at 2, Oak Villas, Langton Road, Langton Green, and probably worked at 
Calverley Parade, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
 
JACKSON , FREDERICK. Lance Corporal, 19554. 
13th (Service) Battalion, (Wandsworth) East Surrey Regiment. 
Died 9 April 1918. Aged 24. 
Born Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Joseph and Ada Ellen Jackson of 2, First Street, Langton Green, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, 
Belgium. Panel 6. 
At the time of the 1901 census, Frederick resided at 2. Park Street, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent with his 36 year old father Joseph Jackson who was a 
native of Cumberland, and recorded by the census enumerator as being the 
head of the house and employed as a Domestic Gardner. Fredrick’s mother Ada 
Jackson was not at home on the night of the census. 



 

 6 

PAYNE, ALBERT HENRY. Lance Corporal, TR/136092. 
51st (Graduated) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
Born Speldhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Resided Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Son of Edward and Emily Clare Payne (née Frost). 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Payne family resided at Barden Road, 
Speldhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Head of the house was 43 year old 
Penshurst, Kent native Edward Payne, who was employed as a Domestic 
Gardner. Aged 1, Albert was recorded by the census enumerator as being the 
youngest of the six Payne children residing at home on the night of the census. 
Albert was called up for military service, and enlisted on 16 January 1918 at 
which time he was employed as a Gardener. On 17 May 1918, Albert was 
appointed a Lance Corporal. He was discharged from the army on 22 August 
1918, aged 18 years and 7 months, in consequence of Para 392 (xvi) of King’s 
Regulations “No longer fit for War Service. At the time of his discharge, Albert’s 
Military Character was assessed as “Good” based on his short period of service, 
having only completed a total of 188 days service. Albert was awarded a weekly 
pension of 13/9d from the day after being discharged, as the consequence of his 
military service having been a contributory factor to his disability. As Albert is 
commemorated on the Langton Green civic war memorial, it would mean that he 
died prior to its erection in 1920, and well before the final cut-off date for official 
commemoration by the then Imperial War Graves Commission for Great War 
related deaths. Despite trying variants of his surname, Christian name and initials 
it has not been possible it has not been possible to trace any official 
commemoration appertaining to Albert via the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission website. Unfortunately because he probably died post 11 November 
1918, and almost certainly within the United Kingdom, Albert has no form of his 
rememberance in/on Soldiers Died in the Great War. After obtaining more 
information about Albert, and purchasing a copy of his death certificate etcetera, 
resultant of any additional information yielded by same, www.kentfallen.com will 
be submitting Albert’s name and supporting details to the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission in an attempt to have him officially commemorated. 
 
PRATT, WALTER. Private, G/5436. 
"B" Company, 8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). 
Died 26 September 1916. Aged 20. 
Born Southborough, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent. 
Son of Ebenezer and Fanny Pratt (née Littlechild) of Home Lea, Salisbury Road, 
Langton, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 97. 
Walter was posted to France on 30 August 1915. At the time of the 1901 census, 
the Pratt family resided at Strange Brick Field, Reynolds Lane, Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent. Head of the house was 45 year old Tunbridge Wells native Ebenezer Pratt, 
who was employed as a Brickmaker Foreman. 
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PULLEY, CHARLES, Major. 
68th Battery, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died 26 July 1917. Aged 33. 
Born Almora, Uttarakhand, India 8 September 1885. 
Eldest son of Colonel Charles Pulley, C.B. (late 1st Battalion, 3rd Q.A.O. Gurkha 
Rifles), of "Llanberis," Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Buried Speldhurst (St. Mary) Churchyard, Kent. Grave Ref: 942. 
Commemorated on Great War memorial plaque which is located in St. Andrews 
parish church, Kimbolton Road, Bedford, Bedfordshire. 
Charles was a pre war member of the Royal Field Artillery, and at the time of his 
death he was the Commanding Officer of the 68th Battery, Royal Field Artillery. 
 
SINDEN, WILLIAM FREDERICK. Sergeant , 3408. 
2nd Battalion, Rifle Brigade.  
Died 27 October 1916. Aged 24.  
Born Edenbridge, Kent. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Resided Ashford, 
Kent.  
Son of William and Clara Sinden (née Capeling) of Great Chart, Ashford, Kent.  
Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: VIII.D.16A. 
William was educated at the Simon Langton Grammar School, Canterbury, Kent 
which he left in 1908. Although William resided at Great Chart, Ashford, Kent for 
several years, regrettably he is not commemorated on the Great Chart civic war 
memorial. William was posted to France on 6 October 1915. 
 
SMITHERS, HAROLD. Major. 
170th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery. 
Died 4 November 1916. Aged 35. 
Son of Henry William and Mary M. Smithers. 
Husband of Mrs. Nora W. W. Smithers (née Reeve) of 17, Cousins Grove, 
Southsea, Hampshire. 
Buried Bertrancourt Military Cemetery, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: Plot 1. Row J. Grave 8. 
Harold was posted to France on 14 October 1914, at which time he was a 
Lieutenant. Time precludes more detailed information being gleaned re which 
battery Harold was serving in when he was posted to France, but it was not the 
170th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery as it was not posted to France until 
15 September 1916. 
 
STILL, CHRISTOPHER. Private, G/28592. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 28 March 1918. Aged 19. 
Born Langton, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of George and Mary Still of 19, Avenue Road, Northumberland Heath, Erith, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Pozières Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 58 or 59. 
Formerly Private, 48500, Suffolk Regiment. 
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WHITEHOUSE, WILLIAM FRANCIS. Driver, 41903. 
2nd Brigade, Canadian Field Artillery. 
Died 2 June 1916. Aged 18. 
Born Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent 25 March 1896. 
Brother of Charles Whitehouse of Dixville, Quebec, Canada. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 10, 
and on page 181 of the Canadian First World War Book of Remembrance. 
William enlisted in the Canadian army at Valcartier, Quebec, Canada on 26 
September 1914. 
 

The Great War  
1914-1919 

Lost Men 
 
ANDREW, MALCOLM. Lieutenant. 
Lancashire Fusiliers. 
Attached to the 104th Trench Mortar Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery. 
Died 4 November 1918. Aged 28. 
Husband of Gladys I. A. Andrew of South Farm, Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent. 
Buried Romeries, Romeries Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France. 
Grave Ref: VI. D. 1. 
Formerly Private, 4722, 14th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment 
(London Scottish), and Malcolm was posted to France as a member of that 
battalion on 27 October 1915. He was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in 
the Lancashire Fusiliers on 1 January 1917. 
 
BAGLEY , ARTHUR BRACTON. M.C. Captain. 
2nd Battalion, Royal Dublin Fusiliers, attached to the 8th (Service) Battalion, 
Royal Dublin Fusiliers. 
Died 29 October 1918. Aged 27. 
Born Rangoon, Burma 6 March 1891. 
Husband of Kathleen Bagley (née Fearnside-Speed) of The Paveys, Langton 
Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Buried Mont Huon Military Cemetery, Seine-Maritime, France.  
Grave Ref: VII. L. 8.  
The following obituary appeared in ‘Flight Magazine’ dated 7 November 1918. 
“Capt. ARTHUR BRACTON BAGLEY, M.C., who died on October 29th of 
wounds received in action, was born in Rangoon in March, 1891. He was 
educated at Harrow, and Pembroke College, Cambridge. He was posted to the 
1st Royal Dublin Fusiliers in India, but when the war broke out was home on 
leave learning to fly. After qualifying, he served in France in the R.F.C., and when 
invalided home acted for some time as instructor to pupils at a flying school. He 
then rejoined his regiment, and was through the Irish rebellion before going back 
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to the front, where he afterwards won the M.C. for conspicuous gallantry on 
February 28th, 1917, when he was wounded. He married Kathleen, only 
daughter of Major Fearnside-Speed, and leaves a widow and son.” Arthur had 
obtained his Royal Aero Club Aviators Certificate (No. 920), at the Central Flying 
School, Upavon, Wiltshire on 2 October 1914, flying a Maurice Farman Biplane. 
 

  
BALAAM , AUGUSTUS ORLANDO. Lieutenant. 
4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Suffolk Regiment, attached to 16 Squadron, 
Royal Flying Corps.  
Died Wednesday 24 October 1917. Aged 25. 
Son of William Walter Balaam and Susan Balaam (née Harford) of 524, High 
Road, Goodmayes, Essex. 
Husband of Ellen Rawson, (formerly Balaam) (née Anderson) of "Tuxford," 
Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Buried Aubigny Communal Cemetery Extension, Aubigny-en-Artois, Pas de 
Calais, France. Grave Ref: VI. H. 12. 
Prior to his enlistment, Augustus was employed as a tailors Cutter. Formerly 
Driver & Lance Corporal, 1502, Army Service Corps. Augustus was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Suffolk Regiment on 18 November 
1915. At the time of his death, Augustus’s wife resided at 9, Ashgrove Road, 
Goodmayes, Essex. When Mrs. S Rawson? applied for Augustus’s medals in 
1922, she resided at "Tuxford," Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
 
BATTEN, FREDERICK. Private, G/43133. 
13th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. 
Died 10 April 1917.  
Born Brightwell, Berkshire. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Langton Green, 
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Son of Thomas Wheatley Batten and Mary Anne H. Batten (née Bosley). 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 7. 
Formerly 2063, West Kent Yeomanry. 
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BOAKES , FREDERICK GEORGE. Private, G/786. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Died 7 July 1916. Aged 23. 
Born Hartfield, Sussex. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Son of Richard and Elizabeth Boakes of Hethe Place Cottage, Blackham, 
Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 7 C. 
Frederick was posted to France on 31 May 1915. 
 
CHILDS, FRANCIS THOMAS. Private, 202222. 
1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire Regiment). 
Died 1 July 1917. Aged 37. 
Enlisted Derby, Derbyshire. Resided Chiddingstone, Kent. 
Son of Walter Cope Childs and Amelia Childs (née Coulstock) of Blackham, 
Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.  
Husband of Lilian Mary Childs (née Finch) of Keepers' Cottage, Bough Beech, 
Edenbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 7. 
When Francis enlisted in the army on 10 April 1916, he stated that he was 
employed as a General Labourer and that his home address was at Stephens 
Cottage, Blackham, Langton Green, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. In reply to the 
question re a preference of branch of service he wished to serve in, Francis 
requested the Royal Sussex Regiment, and was then attested to serve in the 
3rd/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire Regiment). Francis served in France from 19 July 1916. All 
correspondence to his widow following Francis’s death was addressed to her at 
Finch Green, Chiddingstone, Edenbridge, near Penshurst, Kent.  
 
ELLERAY , JOHN PERCY. Lance Corporal, 800089. 
2nd Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
Died 13 April 1918. Aged 34. 
Born Barrow in Furness, Lancashire. Enlisted Buckingham Gate. Resided Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.  
Son of Mary Elleray (née Allonby) of South Farm, Langton Green, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, and the late William Elleray. 
Buried Trois Arbres Cemetery, Steenwerck, Nord, France. Grave Ref: II. S. 36. 
John was a Dentist who enlisted in the army in May 1915. Initially he served as a 
Private, 4770, 1st/14th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London 
Scottish), and later as 800089, 30th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment 
(Royal Fusiliers). John served in France from 18 November 1915. Data checked 
shows that initially John was presumed to have died, and as such it would seem 
likely that his grave was one of those which were brought to Trois Arbres 
Cemetery from the battlefields of Steenwerck, Nieppe, Bailleul and Neuve-Église. 
Both of John’s parents were natives of Westmorland, and prior to his fathers’ 
demise he had been employed as a farm Bailiff.  
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GOLDSMITH, HAROLD EDWARD. Private, TF/2328. 
"C" Company, 1st/5th Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Died 9 May 1915. Aged 18. 
Enlisted Wadhurst, Sussex. 
Son of Benjamin and Almena A. Goldsmith of 2, Fair View, Salisbury Road, 
Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Le Touret Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panels 20. 
 
HOBBS, BERNARD FRANCIS. Lance Corporal, 4924. 
1st/14th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Scottish). 
Died 25 September 1916 Aged 20. 
Born London. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Son of Alfred Ernest and Mary Octavia Hobbs of "Brakinston", Langton Green, 
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.  
Pier and Face 9 C and 13 C. 
 
MILES, ALFRED JAMES. Private, G/10716. 
10th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), (Kent 
County). 
Died 15 July 1916. Aged 21. 
Born Penshurst, Kent. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Resided 
Fordcombe, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. Emily Miles (née Rogers) of Balls Green, Withyham, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Buried Gunners Farm Military Cemetery, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, Belgium. 
Grave Ref: S. 1. 
Commemorated on the Penshurst, Kent Great War parish tribute. 
Formerly Private, G/787, 7th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. Alfred 
originally enlisted in the Royal Sussex Regiment at Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
on 2 September 1914, at which time he stated that he was 19 years and 328 
days old, employed as a Farm Labourer, residing with his parents James John 
Miles and Emily Miles of Salehurst Cottage, Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent. Alfred was posted to the 7th (Service) Battalion of his regiment at 
Sobraon Barracks, Chichester, Sussex. After serving for 21 days, Alfred was 
medically discharged from the army on the grounds that he was “Not likely to 
become an efficient Soldier.” The reason for Alfred’s discharge was that he was 
diagnosed as having Exostosis of the knee, at the Colchester Military Hospital, 
Essex, although he had previously successfully passed an army medical 
examination prior to his enlistment. Unfortunately it has not been possible thus 
far, to ascertain when or where Alfred had successfully reenlisted in the army, or 
of course when he was attested to serve in the 10th (Service) Battalion, Queen's 
Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), (Kent County). Although he appears to have 
reenlisted stating both of his Christian names and his correct surname. 
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MURTON, CHARLES DUNCAN. T.D. Major. 
5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 7 September 1919. Aged 53. 
Born Maida Vale, Middlesex. 
Son of Sir Walter Murton Kt., C.B., of Gipps Close, Langton Green, Royal 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent, and the late Mary Murton (née Callaway). 
Husband of Mrs. Alice Hope Murton (née Bradbury) of Cranbrook Lodge, 
Cranbrook, Kent. 
Buried Cranbrook Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: G. 58. 
Charles was born at Paddington, London in 1865, he was baptised at the parish 
church of Saint Saviour, Paddington, London on 28 December 1865. Following 
his education which had included taking a degree at University College, Oxford, 
he trained to be a Solicitor, At the time of the 1901 census, Charles was residing 
at the High Street, Cranbrook, Kent, and was recorded by the enumerator as 
being the head of the house, and a Solicitor employing staff. On 29 June 1901 
Charles married 31 year old Miss Alice Hope Bradbury the daughter of the late 
William Hardwick Bradbury of Oak Lodge, Nightingale Lane, Balham, London, at 
The Church of the Ascension, Balham Hill, London SW12. When the Volunteer 
Force ceased to exist and the Territorial Force came into being on 1 April 1908, 
Charles was serving as a Captain in the 2nd (Weald of Kent) Volunteer Battalion, 
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Charles’s father Sir Walter Murton C.B. (1836-
1927) was a native of Ashford, Kent, who resided for many years at Chislehurst, 
Kent whilst employed as a Solicitor with the Board of Trade. He moved to 
Langton Green in 1907 aged 71 and then remained there until his death some 
twenty years later.  
 
PACKHAM , GEORGE FREDERICK. Rifleman, S/28380. 
9th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade. 
Died 3 May 1917. Aged 37. 
Born Crowborough, Sussex. Enlisted Dartford, Kent. Resided South Darenth, 
Dartford, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. Sarah Jane Packham of The Lodge, Holmwood, Langton Green, 
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Husband of Laura Alfreda I. Packham (née Downes) of 5, New Road, South 
Darenth, Dartford, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 9. 
George enlisted in the army on 11 December 1915, at which time he stated that 
he was 35 years and 270 days old, employed as a Paper maker, and residing at 
the above address with his wife and seven children. George was mobilised and 
posted to the Rifle Brigade Depot at Winchester, Hampshire on 15 June 1916. 
After training, George was transferred to the 9th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade 
He embarked from Southampton on 8 December 1916, and arrived at the French 
port of Harve the following day. Initially George had been posted as missing, but 
on 2 December 1918, for official purposes it was accepted that he had died on or 
since 3 May 1917.   
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TOWNER, IRA. Ordinary Seaman, London Z/8730. 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, H.M.S. "Vivid." 
Died 28 September 1918. Aged 18. 
Son of Frederick and May Georgina Towner (née Coomber). 
Husband of Doris E. Towner (née Scales) of "The Sussex Oak," Blackham, 
Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Buried Ford Park Cemetery, Plymouth, Devon. Grave Ref: Church P. 13. 41. 
Ira is commemorated at All Saints Churchyard, Blackham, on the grave of Victor 
Towner who died on 9 February 1943. Ira’s birth was registered in the East 
Grinstead, Sussex Registration District during the third quarter of 1900. Ira’s 
widow was probably the daughter of William Frederick Scales who was the 
Licensee of “The Sussex Oak” Public House. Ira is recorded as having died of an 
illness, as opposed to having been killed in action etcetera, purely speculation on 
the part of the transcriber of these brief commemorations, but it might be the 
case that he was numbered amongst the victims of the worldwide influenza 
pandemic that lasted from approximately July 1918 to April 1919.  
 
WOOD, MAURICE JOHN. Private, G/51827. 
10th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
Died 1 September 1917. 
Born Cowden, Kent. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Resided Langton 
Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Son of Henry Wood and Annie Kate Wood (née Malyan). 
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panel 28 to 30 and 162 to 162A and 163A. 
Formerly Private, 15029, 9th (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West 
Kent Regiment). At the time of the 1901 census, the Wood family resided at 
Withyham, Sussex. Head of the house was 37 year old Ashurst Wood, Sussex 
native Henry Wood, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. 
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The Second World War  
1939-1945 

 
DUNKELS, CEDRIC OWEN. Pilot Officer (Pilot), 42822. 
44 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 29 August 1940. Aged 19. 
Born Kent. 
Son of Otto and Madeline M. Dunkels (née Foot) of “Breakstones,” Langton 
Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Buried Rheinberg War Cemetery, Kamp Lintfort, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany. 
Grave Ref: 17. F. 25.  
Flown by Pilot Officer (Pilot), T.G. Hynes, Hampden bomber P4372  KM- took off 
from R.A.F. Waddington, Lincolnshire on the evening of  29 August 1940 to take 
part in a raid on enemy oil refinery instillations at the important German coal 
mining town of Gelsenkirchen. Cedric was one of the bombers crew when it 
crashed during the raid, and sadly he was the only one to lose his life. His three 
comrades were captured by the Germans and became prisoners of war; Pilot 
Officer (Pilot), T.G. Hynes had the P.O.W. No.248 and was interned in Camps L1 
and L3, Sergeant  L.H. Wainwright had the P.O.W. No.236 and was interned in 
Camps L3, L6, and 357, and  Sergeant  R.M. Wicker had the P.O.W. No.238. 
Cedric’s Mark B.1.Hampden bomber was part of a batch of 120 Hampden B.1.’s 
that were converted to Hampden TB (Torpedo Bomber). P4335 was the first 
Hampden fitted with balloon cutters, and the bombers were delivered to the 
Royal Air Force by The English Electric Co. (Preston) between February 1940 
and August 1940. After the 'L' and 'N' serial numbers, which were mainly 
allocated before the outbreak of hostilities, serial numbers did not run 
continuously as small groups of numbers were deliberately omitted. The object of 
this subterfuge was to confuse the enemy in regard to the actual number of 
aircraft being built. The actual cause of the loss of Cedric’s aircraft and the exact 
location of the crash-site was not established. A Hampden bomber from 83 
Squadron, Royal Air Force based at R.A.F. Scampton, Lincolnshire returned 
early from the Gelsenkirchen raid, and crash landed at 2150 hours, fortunately 
with no loss of life, as Cedric has the unfortunate distinction of being the sole 
fatality of the operation.  
 
LUCAS, DEREK OWEN. M.B.E. Captain, 126598. 
Royal Army Service Corps. 
Died 8 November 1946. Aged 29. 
Commemorated on the Johannesburg (West Park) Cremation Memorial, 
Johannesburg (West Park) Cemetery, Republic of South Africa. 
The Memorial commemorates the 69 men and women who were cremated in 
Braamfontein Cemetery in Johannesburg, South Africa during the 1939-1945 
War. Their names are engraved on grey granite panels affixed to the wall behind 
the Cross of Sacrifice in the Military Plot. 
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MARLAND , ERIC BUTLER. D.S.C., and Bar, Lieutenant. 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, H.M.S. Achates. 
Died 31 December 1942. Aged 24. 
Son of Harry Marland, J.P., and Elsie Bina Marland of Langholm, Dumfriesshire, 
Scotland. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 66, Column 1, and at 
Magdalen College.  
Eric was killed when H.M.S. Achates, commanded by Lieutenant Commander 
Arthur Henry Tyndall Johns, D.S.O., R.N. was lost during the battle of the 
Barents Sea. At the time of her loss, Eric’s ship was escorting convoy JW-51B in 
the Barents Sea, with 2 light cruisers and 4 O-class destroyers, when the convoy 
came under attack by a German force comprised of the heavy cruisers Lützow, 
Admiral Hipper and 6 Z-class destroyers. The fighting was rather confused, and 
H.M.S. Achates was hit by unidentified opponents between 0930-1130 hours, 
from 1130, the Admiral Hipper landed several salvoes on her. The superstructure 
and bridge of the ship were wrecked, she lost steam and received several more 
hits, sinking in three minutes resulting in the loss of 113 officers and ratings. On 
16 May 1976, The Rt Rev David Rokeby Maddock, Bishop Suffragan of Dunwich, 
Suffolk, dedicated an oak altar at the parish church of St. Peter’s, Church 
Creeting, Suffolk, which had been Eric’s brother John Marland in memory of his 
late brother. 
 
MARRINER, JOHN ERIK DALRYMPLE.  
Leading Aircraftman (Pilot U/T), 1060077. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 
Died 4 January 1941. Aged 19. 
Son of Dr. Kenneth Dalrymple Marriner M.B., and Dr. Margarethe Marriner (née 
Plum) M.B., of Pond Close, Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.  
Buried Teversham (All Saints) Churchyard, Cambridgeshire.  
John’s birth was registered in the Tonbridge, Kent Registration District during the 
second quarter of 1921. During the Great War, John’s father had served as a 
Lieutenant in the Royal Army Medical Corps in East Africa. 
 
WIMHURST, VICTOR SIDNEY.  
Sergeant (Wireless Operator/Air Gunner), 543180. 
216 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 14 April 1941. Aged 21. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Thomas Sidney and Maude Wimhurst (née Martin) of Langton Green, 
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Buried Ikoyi No.2 Cemetery, Nigeria. Grave 364.  
Victor’s birth was registered in the Tonbridge, Kent Registration District during 
the second quarter of 1919. His father was the local builder at Langton Green for 
a number of years, trading as Thomas Wimhurst & Sons, Builders. 
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The Second World War  
1939-1945 

Lost Men 

 
 

BRADSHAW , CHRISTOPHER STEELE. Lieutenant, 126091. 
Royal Engineers. 
Died 21 June 1941. Aged 38. 
Born Sheffield, Yorkshire. Resided Hampshire. 
Son of Charles and Sarah Ann Bradshaw. 
Husband of Louisa Anne Bradshaw of Langton Green. 
Buried Fort Pitt Cemetery, Chatham, Kent. Grave Ref: Grave 1681. 
NB. Place of residency of Christopher’s wife is as shown on his CWGC 
commemoration, and as such the Langton Green shown might not be referring to 
that near Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. It might be indicative of some other 
location such as Langton Green, Eye, Suffolk, etcetera. 
 
WRATTEN, ALFRED JAMES. Sergeant, 932296. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 21 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 14 January 1942. Aged 29. 
Son of James and Kate Wratten. 
Husband of Elsie Lilian Wratten of Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Malta Memorial. Panel 4, Column 2, and on the 
Groombridge, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent parish tribute. 
Alfred was one of the three crew members of Blenheim bomber Z7342  H, which 
was one of his squadrons four R.A.F. Luqa, Malta based Blenheim’s that were 
detailed to take part on an Anti-Shipping Patrol on 14 January 1942. Alfred’s 
aircraft was flown by 22 year old Flight Lieutenant Harold F. Dukes-Smith, of 
Wimbledon, Surrey, when it took of from R.A.F. Luqa at 1145 hours to carryout 
the operation off the Kerkennah group of islands, which are off the east coast of 
Tunisia in the Gulf of Gabes. The Blenheim’s located and attacked the 5,000 ton 
German motor vessel “Brook” and its escort, the Italian Regia Marina destroyer 
Zuri, which was the captured former Yugoslavian mine-layer Labud. During the 
low-level attack on the enemy vessels, Alfred’s Blenheim hit the mast of the 
German ship and plunged into the sea killing all the crew of the aircraft. Alfred 
and his pilot are both commemorated on the Malta Memorial, and the other 
member of the crew, 20 year old Flight Sergeant Anthony Hussey of Heavitree, 
Exeter, Devon, is commemorated on the Alamein Memorial, Egypt. 
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