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R.A.F Lympne Casualties

Lympne airfield was established in March 1916 as an Emergency Landing
Ground, for Royal Flying Corps home defence fighter squadrons that were
operating in the defence of London and the Kent coastal ports against German
Gotha bombers, and Zeppelin airships. Following the Great War hostilities and
the reduction in the need for military airfields, in August 1920 the Royal Air Force
vacated Lympne, and it was turned over to civilian use. As the direct result of the
renewed threat of war, on Saturday 1 July 1939, Lympne airfield was
requisitioned by the Fleet Air Arm as H.M.S Buzzard, and amongst the aircraft
based at H.M.S Buzzard were Blackburn Sharks and Gloster Gladiators, but was
paid off later that year. It was then recommissioned on 3 April 1940 by the Fleet
Air Arm, and renamed H.M.S. Daedalus II, and the following month it was then
handed over to the Royal Air Force. Early in the Second World War, Lympne
airfield was the home to several Army Co-operation and light bomber squadrons.
At 0930 hours on Monday 12 August 1940 a number of German Dornier 17, twin-
engined bombers carried out a raid on Lympne airfield, which cost Leading
Aircraftman Sid Bell his life, and caused a considerable amount of structural
damage. Just three days after the attack by the Dornier 17’s another raid took
place, when at 1130 hours on Thursday 15 August 1940, R.A.F. Lympne was
heavily bombed by in excess of fifty Stuka Ju87 dive bombers of 1I/StG 1, which
were escorted by Messerschmitt Mel109s. Although the raid was of only a short
duration, it again severely damaged the airfield and buildings, the majority of
which had been hit by the Dornier's bombs just three days before, and in addition
to other buildings, the damaged hangars were hit again. R.A.F. Lympne was
evacuated, and only available as an Emergency Landing Ground until mid-
September 1940, during which time R.A.F. Lympne suffered another raid by
about 20 enemy aircraft at 1554 hours on Friday 30 August 1940. The Luftwaffe
aircraft which carried out the latter raid, broke off from a large formation of
bombers and headed for R.A.F. Lympne to launch the attack. During the attack
on Friday 30 August 1940, at least nine bombs exploded one of which destroyed
a hanger, and one hit an air raid shelter seriously injuring five pilots and also
caused at least six civilian fatalities, all of who are briefly commemorated below.
Several squadrons and elements of squadrons were at various times based at
R.A.F. Lympne during the Second World War, including 1, 18, 26, 41, 91, 133,
137, and 610 Squadron’s of the Royal Air Force. In addition to the Royal Air
Force squadrons, 401 Squadron, Royal Canadian Air Force was also based at
Lympne in preparation for the ill-fated Dieppe Raid ‘Operation Jubilee’ which was
carried out on 19 August 1942. On 8 September 1944, 403 Squadron, Royal
Canadian Air Force equipped with mark IX Spitfires arrived at R.A.F. Lympne in
support of the operations on mainland Europe.
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BELL, SIDNEY HERBERT. Leading Aircraftman, 342519.

Died Monday 12 August 1940. Aged 38.

Son of William and Emmeline Bell.

Husband of Kathleen Agnes Bell of Winchester, Hampshire.

Buried St. Stephen’s Churchyard, Lympne, Kent. Grave Ref: Grave 11D.

At 0930 hours on Monday 12 August 1940 a number of German Dornier 17, twin-
engined bombers carried out a raid on R.A.F. Lympne airfield, which cost Sidney
his life and caused a considerable amount of structural damage.

BURVILL, FREDERICK CHARLES THOMAS. Civilian casualty.
Died Friday 30 August 1940. Aged 54.

Born Folkestone, Kent 1886.

Resided at 7 Beach Street, Folkestone, Kent.

Son of Jeremiah and Elizabeth Burvill (née Compton).
Frederick died at the R.A.F. Aerodrome, Lympne.



CAMPBELL , KENNETH CHARLES. Pilot Officer (Pilot), 79155.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 43 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died Monday 29 July 1940. Aged 28.

Son of Kenneth Charles and Florence Gillies Campbell of Pinner, Middlesex.
Buried St. Stephen’s Churchyard, Lympne, Kent. Grave Ref: Grave 12D.

Whilst flying over Brabourne Lees, Ashford, Kent, the engine stalled on
Kenneth’'s R.A.F. Northolt based Hawker Hurricane (No.L1955), and he during
the forced landing which followed, Kenneth was killed and his aircraft was burnt
out beyond repair. On the day that Kenneth lost his life the weather was fine and
it was expected that more attacks would be made by the Luftwaffe as flying
conditions were as perfect as one could get. Despite the prevailing conditions it
was not until 0700hours that the first enemy formations were detected coming in
across the English Channel towards Dover. The Observer Corps reported that
the formation consisted of in excess of 30 Ju 87 Stuka dive bombers and over 50
Messerschmitt Bf109’s. Fighter Command sent up more squadrons than usual to
engage the enemy aircraft, including R.A.F. Hornchurch based 41 Squadron
(Spitfires), from R.A.F. North Weald 56 Squadron (Hurricanes), and 64 Squadron
R.A.F. Kenley based (Spitfires). Kenneth’s squadron was also airborne, although
there is no mention of its Hurricane’s attacking any Stuka Ju 87’s over Dover.
The former R.A.F. Manston, Kent, and Battle of Britain fighter station is now Kent
International Airport. On the north side is the R.A.F. Manston Hurricane and
Spitfire Memorial Building. The building which is essentially two large rooms, with
a Hawker Hurricane Il in the eastern half, and a Supermarine Spitfire XVI in the
west. Contained within the buildings are relics which have been recovered from
battle crash sites, and which include a pair of Hurricane engines, one of which is
that of Kenneth’s which is in an astonishing condition having been painstakingly
cleaned and restored to what appears to be its virtually original condition.



DOWN, JOSEPH. Civilian casualty.

Died Friday 30 August 1940. Aged 48.

Resided Postling Vents Cottage, Postling, Hythe.

Son of the late Beeching and Eliza Down (née Pain) of Westenhanger Brickyard,
Stanford, Kent.

Joseph died at the R.A.F. Aerodrome, Lympne.

Commemorated on the Stanford, Kent, civic war memorial.
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DUPE, REGINALD FREDERICK CYRIL. Sergeant (Pilot), 517894.
97 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died 10 February 1940. Aged 28.

Born Edenbridge, Kent 4 March 1915.

Son of Sidney John Dupe and Clara Annie Dupe (née Brigden).
Buried St. Stephen’s Churchyard, Lympne, Kent. Grave Ref: Grave 16C.
Commemorated on the Lympne, Kent, (Second World War) civic war memorial.

It was at the Royal Cinque Ports Flying Club, Lympne, that Reginald obtained his
Royal Aero Club Aviators Certificate on 21 June 1934, flying a De Havilland D.H.
60G Gipsy Moth. At the time of qualifying for his Royal Aero Club Aviators
Certificate Reginald was employed as a Petrol Salesman. Reginald was killed
whilst flying Whitley 1l, (No.K7255) which crashed into trees on Boars Hill, in the
circuit at R.A.F. Abingdon, Oxfordshire during a training flight. Also killed in the
crash was 24 year old Pilot Officer, Oakley Whitney Bligh of Berwick, King's
County, Nova Scotia, Canada, who is at rest at Abingdon Cemetery, Oxfordshire.




DIWELL, WILLIAM GEORGE. Home Guard.

Died Friday 30 August 1940. Aged 56.

Husband of Alice Diwell of 47 Walton Gardens, Folkestone, Kent.
William died at the R.A.F. Aerodrome, Lympne.

DOWN, JOSEPH. Civilian casualty.

Died Friday 30 August 1940. Aged 48.

Resided at Postling Vents Cottage, Postling, Hythe, Kent.

Son of the late Beeching and Eliza Down of Westenhanger Brickyard, Stanford,
Hythe, Kent.

Joseph died at the R.A.F. Aerodrome, Lympne.

HALLS, ROLAND ERNEST. Petty Officer, P/JX 143960.

Royal Navy.

Died Saturday 10 February 1945. Aged 26.

Born Kent.

Son of William and Edith Halls (née Wratten).

Husband of Rosalie Violet Halls of Littlestone-on-Sea, Romney Marsh, Kent.
Grave Ref: Grave 58A.

MACKLIN, GEORGE. Civilian casualty.

Died Friday 30 August 1940. Aged 55.

Resided at 4 Bonsor Road, Folkestone, Kent.
George died at the R.A.F. Aerodrome, Lympne.



PEARSON, GEOFFREY WILBERFORCE. Sergeant (Pilot), 742740.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 501 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died Friday 6 September 1940. Aged 21.

Son of Vivien Wilberforce Pearson and Frieda Marion Pearson of East End,
North Leigh, Witney, Oxfordshire.

Buried St. Stephen’s Churchyard, Lympne, Kent. Grave Ref: Grave 60.
Geoffrey’s original headstone was replaced in 1983. At 0900 hours Geoffrey was
shot down during aerial combat over the Ashford area of Kent, and crashed at
Hothfield, Ashford, Kent, whilst he was flying a 501 Squadron, R.A.F. Gravesend,
Kent, based Hawker Hurricane (No. P3516). During the same interception of
enemy aircraft, two other 501 Squadron, R.A.F. Hurricanes were shot down
killing both pilots. The aircraft of 22 year old Pilot Officer (Pilot), Hugh Charles
Adams of Chaddleworth, Berkshire, crashed near Eltham. Hugh is at rest at the
churchyard of St. Peter's, Tandridge, Surrey. Flown by 19 year old Sergeant
(Pilot), Oliver Vincent Houghton of Coventry, the other 501 Squadron, Royal Air
Force Hurricane came down at Charing, Ashford, Kent. Oliver, who was born at
Coventry on 19 January 1921, is at rest at Allesley (All Saints) Churchyard
Extension, near Coventry. Four days after losing the above pilots, 501 Squadron,
Royal Air Force relocated from the R.A.F. Gravesend Satellite Station, and
moved to R.A.F. Kenley, Surrey, on Tuesday 10 September 1940.



ROLFE, ALBERT HENRY. Sapper, 2060407.

Royal Engineers.

Died Tuesday 12 September 1939. Aged 18.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of James Thomas Arthur Rolfe and Phyllis Jane Rolfe (née Freer) of
Sellindge, Ashford, Kent.

Grave Ref: Grave 6C.

Commemorated on the Lympne, Kent civic war memorial, and on the Stanford,
Kent, civic war memorial.

Albert was a pre war member of the Royal Engineers; his father had also served
as a Sapper in the same corps during the Great War.

SALMON, ALFRED. Civilian casualty.

Died Friday 30 August 1940. Aged 56.

Resided at 57 Linden Crescent, Folkestone, Kent.
Alfred died at the R.A.F. Aerodrome, Lympne.

TOWNSEND, FREDERICK CHARLES. Civilian casualty.
Died Friday 30 August 1940. Aged 62.

Resided at 66 Dover Street, Folkestone, Kent.

Frederick died at the R.A.F. Aerodrome, Lympne.



TURP, VICTOR WILLIAM ALEXANDER. Lieutenant, 158820.

“C” Battery, 59 (Newfoundland) Heavy Regiment, Royal Artillery.

Died Saturday 22 August 1942. Aged 26.

Born and resided Hampshire.

Son of Thomas William Turp and Mabel Kathleen Turp (née Schmitguis).
Husband of Irene Gertrude Turp of Iford, Bournemouth, Hampshire.

Grave Ref: Grave 8D.

Victor died as the result of a motor cycle accident, at which time his battery was
stationed at Pattisons Farm, Aldington, Ashford, Kent. For a period of nineteen
months until February 1943, “C” Battery, 59 (Newfoundland) Heavy Regiment,
Royal Artillery was stationed at Aldington, at which time it was equipped with four
9.2 howitzers. Great War veteran Lieutenant-Colonel John W. Nelson M.C. who
commanded the 59 (Newfoundland) Heavy Regiment, Royal Artillery from the
time that it ‘officially’ came into existence on 15 June 1940, until January 1944,
played a prominent part at Victor’s funeral, which was jointly conducted an army
padre, and the vicar of Lympne, the Reverend David P. Hall, O.B.E., M.A. It
would appear that Victor's widow Irene who was born on Monday 3 July 1916,
and died in February 1997 at Weymouth, Dorset aged 80, never remarried. Irene
resided for several years in later life at 597 Dorchester Road, Broadwey,
Weymouth, Dorset. It would also appear that Victor's father was a former long
serving member of the Hampshire Regiment, and a Great War veteran, who as a
WO2 had been awarded the Army Long Service & Good Conduct Medal.



Van Den HOVE d'ERTSENRYCK , ALBERT EMMANUEL. Pilot Officer, 83699.
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 43 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died Sunday 15 September 1940. Aged 32.

Buried Pelouse d'Honneur, Cimetiere de Bruxelles a Evere, Avenue du Cimetiére
de Bruxelles, B-1140 Brussels, Belgium. Grave Ref: Row 2. Grave 13.
Commemorated on the Battle of Britain Memorial on the Thames Embankment,
London, which was unveiled by H.R.H. Prince Charles in September 2005. Albert
has a number of commemorations in Belgium, including one in Resistance
Square at Diest, and two in Brussels, one is near the Atomium and is dedicated
to the Belgians of the Battle of Britain, and the other is on the wall near the
Musée de I'Armée, and which dedicated to all the pilots who have been killed in
action since the commencement of Belgian military aviation. Pilot Officer, Albert
Emmanuel Dieudonne Jean Ghislain Van Den Hove d'Ertsenryck R.A.F (V.R.)
was Belgian pilot. Prior to the decimation of the Aéronautique Militaire Belge
(Belgian Air Force) in May 1940, Albert served as a Capitaine in Escadrille 2/1/2
'‘Le Chardon' (The Thistle Squadron). After a number of moves through France
by his squadron, Albert eventually ended up at Carnon Mauguio, France, on the
Mediterranean coast. The personnel of the squadron were ordered to surrender
and remain at Carnon when the French/German armistice was signed, but Albert
and six of his colleagues had other ideas, and made their way to Port Vendres,
which was a distance of 155 miles and is only some 15 miles from the Spanish
border. With the help of a Royal Navy destroyer and the support of the Belgian
Embassy the seven Belgians boarded the Egyptian registered ship SS Apapa,



which was commanded by Edward Vaughan Davies, on Sunday 23 June 1940.
Three days later Albert and his friends were in the relative safety of Gibraltar, and
from there went on to Liverpool, where the SS Apapa docked on Sunday 7 July
1940. Following their arrival at Liverpool, Albert and his fellow Belgian pilots all
immediately offered to fly with the R.A.F., which was doubtless very welcome.
After various checks had been quickly completed, Albert was commissioned as a
Pilot Officer in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve and posted to serve as a
pilot in 501 (County of Gloucester) Squadron, R.A.F. Albert was later transferred
to serve in 43 Squadron, Royal Air Force. Having just been engaged in aerial
combat with a Messerschmitt Bf109, at 1245 hours on Sunday 15 September
1940 Albert's Hawker Hurricane (No.P2760) exploded over East Stour Farm,
Chilham, Ashford, Kent, and he was killed, his Hurricane came down in the river
Stour. A few days after his death, Albert was buried with full military honours at
St. Stephen’s Churchyard, Lympne, his funeral was attended by fellow airman
from R.A.F. Lympne and local residents. As part of the repatriation of the Second
World War Belgian casualties’ programme, in October 1949 Albert's body was
exhumed and returned to his native Belgium, where he was laid to rest in the
Pelouse d'Honneur, Cimetiere de Bruxelles a Evere, Avenue du Cimetiére de
Bruxelles, B-1140 Brussels, Belgium on Thursday 20 October 1949. Prior to
being killed, Albert, who was awarded the Croix de Guerre by his country, was
credited with shooting down at least three enemy aircraft, and he had already
had a number of brushes with death in combat, and as the result of accidents.
Albert's Hurricane was lost on Sunday 3 March 1940 when it nosed over on
landing at the aerodrome at Bierset (Liege), Belgium, and flipped on its back and
was a total write-off. Whilst serving in the 501 (County of Gloucester) Squadron,
R.A.F., on Monday 26 August 1940 Albert’s aircraft was damaged during an
attack by an enemy Messerschmitt Me109, but thankfully on that occasion Albert
returned to base unhurt and his aircraft was repaired. On Wednesday 4
September 1940, Albert had to make a force landing following a mid-air fire
which was caused by a damaged glycol tank, after having been engaged in aerial
combat with another Messerschmitt Bf109, again Albert had survived the attack
and the resultant fire, and his damaged fighter was later repaired. At 1450hours
on Monday 15 September 2008, which was ‘Battle of Britain Day’ and the sixty-
eighth anniversary of Albert’s death, a lone Spitfire was heard and seen flying
over St. Stephen’s Churchyard, the former airfield and the village of Lympne. The
aircraft was the 'Spirit of Kent' which was being flown as members of the Hythe
and Romney Marsh Branch of the Royal Air Force Association, held their Annual
Ceremony at St. Stephen's Churchyard at Lympne, and unveiled the memorial
plague to commemorate Albert on the site of his original grave. In addition to the
former members of the R.A.F. who attended the unveiling of the memorial
plague, people from the village of Lympne and elsewhere also attended the
ceremony as did pupils from Lympne School, one of whom read a moving poem
which ‘moistened’ the eyes of many in attendance. Clearly Albert who was
numbered amongst the 28 Belgians killed during the Battle of Britain, whilst he is
now at rest in his native Belgium, will for many years to come be remembered by
the people of Kent, including of course those who honoured him with the plaque.



DAVIS, WILLIAM ERIC.

Although he was not an armed service or civilian casualty of the Second World
War, it would be somewhat remiss to not add a short tribute to the man who
played such an important role at Lympne in the years leading up to the Second
World War. William “Bill” Eric Davis was born at Birkenhead, Cheshire, on 25
August 1903. Early in 1932 “Bill” became the Secretary/Manager of the Cinque
Ports Flying Club at Lympne, at which time he could not fly. Soon after taking up
the post at Lympne, he commenced flying lessons and was taught by the clubs
senior instructor Mr. K.K. Davis. On 1 April 1932 “Bill” obtained his Royal Aero
Club Aviators Certificate at Cinque Ports Flying Club flying a De Havilland D.H.
60G Gipsy Moth, at which time his address was 2v Birkenhall Mansions, Baker
Street, London, W1. On 12 March 1938, “Bill” was flying a ST25 Monospar G-
AEJV which crash landed near Lympne when both of the aircrafts engines cut
out, and he was killed. Despite being devastated by his death, “Bill's” wife Ann
took over his position at Lympne in the eighteen months leading up to the
Second World War, during which time the club participated in the Civil Air Guard
training programme. The Civil Air Guard was formed in July 1938 based on an
idea put forward by Captain Harold Balfour, M.P., then Under-Secretary of State
for Air. The basis was that this organisation was civil in nature, and operated by
flying clubs around the country, who would operate a separate Civil Air Guard
section within the club. As part of the scheme the Air Ministry provided a subsidy
to participating flying clubs, with the aim of giving flying training to members of
the public. It was expected that pilots would achieve an “A” standard licence after
13 hours dual, and 4hours solo. Many R.A.F. pilots of the Second World War
were former members of Civil Air Guard, including those who trained at Lympne.



