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The Great War

1914 -1919

BARNES, STEPHEN ALFRED. Private, G/8674.

10th (Service) Battalion, (Kent County), Queen's Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment).

Died Wednesday 19 July 1916. Aged 17.

Born, enlisted and resided New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Son of Albert and Mary Anne Barnes (née Bennett).

Buried Calvaire (Essex) Military Cemetery, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut,
Belgium. Grave Ref: IV. D. 12.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Barnes family resided at Cannon Street, New
Romney. Head of the house was 37 year old Lydd, Kent, native Albert Barnes
who was a Fisherman. One of the questions that the transcriber has been asked
a not insignificant number of times over the years, mainly by relatives of men
who served and/or died in the 10th (Kent County) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal
West Kent Regiment), was why was the battalion called the “Kent County,” and
some of their suppositions of same have on occasions been somewhat fanciful.
The battalion was raised at Maidstone the county town of Kent on Monday 3 May
1915 by Lord Harris, Vice Lieutenant of Kent at the request of the Army Council.
Lord Harris’s request from the Army Council in early 1915 had not in fact been for
another infantry battalion, as the Army Council asked him to appeal to various
local government bodies within the county of Kent, for assistance in recruiting a
brigade of artillery, which as far as was possible was to be found by different
towns and villages in Kent. Ultimately the various government bodies which were
contacted by Lord Harris did not feel able to undertake the request from the Army
Council, but put forward an alternative suggestion that they raised an infantry
battalion on a county wide basis, much along the lines of the request for a
brigade of artillery. Contained in the reply to the Army Council, was also the
suggestion that Colonel A. Wood Martyn, the Secretary of the Kent Territorial
Association, who was a former officer of the Queen's Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment), should be given command of the new battalion. Another of the
suggestions that as the battalion was to be raised on a county wide basis
included east Kent, the traditional recruiting area of The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), that the battalion should include (Kent County) as part of its official
title, a suggestion which the Army Council agreed to. It was actually Colonel A.
Wood Martyn who undertook by far and away most of the actual recruiting, as
opposed to much input to same by the various local councils. Colonel A. Wood
Martyn toured extensively around Kent, making speeches from his car, and was
assisted by a band which used his own instruments; the musicians in the band
came all the way from Blackpool, Lancashire, as none were available in Kent at
that time. Captain C.V. Molony of the 1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West
Kent Regiment), was back in England recovering from his wounds inflicted whilst
fighting on the Ypres Salient in Belgium, and he was made second-in-command
of the new battalion and promoted to the rank of Major. After the Great War,



Major Molony authored the superb book “Invicta” with the 1st Battalion, Queen's
Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) in the Great War, which was published in 1923
by Nisbit and Co. Ltd. Amongst the many locations visited by Colonel A. Wood
Martyn during his personal recruiting drives (no pun intended), had been
Sandwich, Kent where Hubert enlisted, possibly on the same day that the
Colonel was in the town. Most of the 10th (Kent County) Battalion, Queen's Own
(Royal West Kent Regiment) initial early training of its recruits was carried out at
Penenden Heath near Maidstone, prior to being billeted at Maidstone on Monday
1 November 1915. When it was first formed, the battalion was assigned to the
118th Brigade, 39th Division, before becoming part of thel23rd Brigade, 41st
Division during October 1915. Hubert's battalion was later taken over by the War
Office, and in January 1916 went to Wellington Lines, Aldershot, Hampshire. It
was as part of the 123rd Brigade, 41st Division in the Second Army that the
Hubert’s battalion went to France on Thursday 4 May 1916, by which time Major
Molony had returned to the 1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment), and the post of second-in-command of Hubert’s battalion had passed
to Major W.F. Soames. On the battalions’ arrival in France, Captain S.H. Beattie
joined it and was placed in command of "A" Company, which Hubert served in.
After three weeks of additional training in May 1916, which was carried out in the
area around Moolenacker, Stranzeele near the Belgium border, the 41st Division
relieved the 9th Division in trenches which were located between Armentieres
and Ploegsteert. Although the 41st Division remained in the Armentieres and
Ploegsteert area for almost three months, it was engaged in very few
engagements with enemy forces, save for a number of fairly minor trench raids
which were carried out by both sides. Casualties numbering in excess of 130 of
different types were inflicted on the 10th (Kent County) Battalion, Queen's Own
(Royal West Kent Regiment) during that three month period; some were resultant
of the trench raids and other when being subjected to intermittent enemy artillery
bombardments, some of which were at various times heavy. Stephen was the
only other rank who was actually killed in action serving in his battalion on
Wednesday 19 July 1916, and the only other casualty in the battalion that day
was Corporal William Bridgeman from St. Mary’s Cray, Kent, who died of his
wounds and is at rest in the grave next to Stephen.

BURBRIDGE, PERCY GEORGE. Private, G/40859.

16th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, (Public Schoals).

Died Thursday 4 October 1917. Aged 34.

Born Eastling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided New
Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Son of George and Ann Burbridge (née Akhurst) of School Lane, Eastling,
Faversham, Kent.

Husband of Lilian Rose Burbridge (née Doughty) of Doddington, Sittingbourne,
Kent.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 113.

Formerly Private, G/15696, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).



At the time of the 1901 census, Percy resided as a border at 178 East Street,
Sittingbourne, Kent, which was the home of Chimney Sweep Thomas Hunt. Aged
19, Percy was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a
Railway Shunter. Percy’s battalion was raised in London on Tuesday 1
September 1914 by Lieutenant-Colonel J.J. Mackay, with a recruiting office at 24
St. James Street, London SW1. It was moved to Kempton Park Race course, and
in December 1914 was at Warlingham, Surrey. In July 1915 the battalion moved
to Clipstone Camp, Nottinghamshire and joined the 100th Brigade, 33rd Division.
In August 1915 it moved to Perham Down, Andover, Hampshire, and on Tuesday
10 August 1915 the battalion was taken over by the War Office. On Wednesday
17 November 1915 the battalion landed in France at Boulogne-sur-Mer, Pas de
Calais, as part of the British Expeditionary Force. On Friday 25 February 1916
the battalion was reassigned to GHQ Troops, but two months later on Tuesday
25 April 1916, it was reassigned again to the 86th Brigade, 29th Division. Later in
1916 the battalion fought on the Somme, and was in action on the first day of the
‘Battle of the Somme 1916, on 1 July 1916 when it fought at Beaumont-Hamel in
support of the attack by the 86th Brigade, suffering 524 casualties. The battalion
remained in the Somme sector until the last day of the battle on 18 November
1916, at which time it was at the village of Carnoy. Percy was numbered
amongst the 15 other ranks of the 16th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment,
(Public Schools) who lost their lives on Thursday 4 October 1917, during the
‘Battle of Broodseinde’ which was the last of three successful “bite and hold”
battles launched by General Herbert Plumer during the middle phase of the
‘Third Battle of Ypres.” On the day that Percy fell, twelve divisions including three
Australian and the New Zealand Division, attacked on an eight mile front with
four Anzac divisions in the centre fighting side-by-side for the first time.
Preparations for the attack were expedited so it could be made before the fine
weather of the preceding fortnight changed. On the night of Wednesday 3
October, rain began to fall but it was decided that the attack would take place as
scheduled. At dawn on Thursday 4 October, 40 minutes before the scheduled
start time of 0600 hours the First and Second Divisions were suddenly hit by a
German barrage which fell on the shell-holes where they were waiting. Both
sides had planning an attack for Thursday 4 October, and when the British
bombardment began, it caught a number of German units out in the open
preparing for their own attack, amongst them was the 4th Guard and 19th
Reserve Divisions. The British attack contained divisions from Britain, New
Zealand and Australia. Although the attacks during the battle are usually
described as small scale engagements, the casualty figures demonstrate the real
scale of the fighting. The Germans suffered 10,000 casualties and lost 5,000
prisoners. On the Allied side the Australians suffered 6,432 casualties, the New
Zealanders 892, and the British 300. The 29th Division, to which Percy’s battalion
belonged, played only a fairly minor part on Thursday 4 October 1917 during the
‘Battle of Broodseinde,” and it was the 1st Battalion, Royal Dublin Fusiliers that
was the most involved of divisions battalions. The battle was recorded as being a
“Black Day” in the official German history of the Great War.



CATT, PERCY HENRY. Able Seaman, 198317.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Cressy. (RFR/CH/B/9112).

Died Tuesday 22 September 1914. Aged 33.

Born New Romney, Kent 25 August 1881.

Son of Henry and Eliza Catt (née Brooks) of New Romney, Kent.

Husband of Mrs. Ethel Mary Catt (née Nurse) of 14, Raglan Road, Plumstead,
London.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 2, as shown above.
Early in the Great War the Royal Navy maintained a patrol of old Cressy class
armoured cruisers which was called ‘Cruiser Force C,’ in an area of the North
Sea known as the Broad Fourteens. On 16 July 1914 the German submarine U-9
had become the first submarine in history to reload torpedoes whilst still
submerged, and on 22 September 1914 the same submarine under the
command of Commander Otto Weddigen who had commanded the U-9 since 1
August 1914, sighted H.M.S.Cressy, H.M.S.Aboukir and H.M.S.Hogue all
steaming NNE at 10 knots without zigzagging, although the patrols were
supposed to maintain a speed of 12 to13 knots and zigzag, the old cruisers were
unable to maintain that speed, and the zigzagging order was widely ignored
mainly due to the fact that there had been no enemy submarines sighted in that
area of the North Sea at that stage of the war. Otto Weddigen and his crew later
the same day put into practice under wartime conditions what they had perfected
in peacetime, and were able to reload torpedoes beneath the waves. Otto
Weddigen maneuvered the U-9 to attack the three cruisers, and at approximately
0625 hours fired a single torpedo at H.M.S.Aboukir which stuck her on her port
side. H.M.S.Aboukir rapidly suffered heavy flooding and despite counter flooding
developed a 20 degree list and lost engine power. It was soon clear that she was
a lost cause and Captain Drummond ordered her to be abandoned although only
one boat had survived the attack, as the result of which most crew had to jump
into the sea. At first Captain Drummond thought that H.M.S.Aboukir had been
mined and signaled the other two cruisers to close and assist with the rescue of
his crew, but he soon realised that it was a torpedo attack and ordered the other
cruisers away, but too late. As H.M.S.Aboukir rolled over and sank only half an
hour after being attacked, Otto Weddigen fired two torpedoes at H.M.S. Hogue
that hit her amidships and rapidly flooded her engine room. Captain Nicholson of
H.M.S. Hogue had stopped his ship to lower boats to rescue the crew of
H.M.S.Aboukir, thinking that as he was the other side of H.M.S.Aboukir from the
enemy submarine he would be safe. Unfortunately the U-9 had managed to
maneuver around H.M.S.Aboukir and attacked H.M.S.Hogue from a range of
about only 300 yards, and it only took H.M.S.Hogue ten minutes to sink as the U-
9 headed for H.M.S.Cressy, which was commanded by Captain Johnson.
H.M.S.Cressy had also stopped to lower boats but she quickly got underway on
sighting a submarine periscope. At about 0720hours Otto Weddigen fired two
torpedoes, one of which just missed, but the other hit H.M.S.Cressy on her
starboard side. The damage to H.M.S.Cressy was not fatal but the U-9 then



turned round and fired her last torpedo as a coup de grace, which hit
H.M.S.Cressy sinking her within a quarter of an hour. Survivors of the disaster
were picked up by several nearby merchant ships including the Dutch vessels
Flora and Titan, and the British trawlers JGC and Corainder, before the Harwich
force of light cruisers and destroyers arrived. Flora returned to Holland with 286
rescued crew who were quickly returned to Britain, even though the neutral
Dutch should have interned them. In all 837 men were rescued but 1459 died,
many of whom were reservists or cadets. On 18 March 1915 the German u-boat
U-29 was rammed and sunk by H.M.S. Dreadnought in the Pentland Firth, all 32
submariners onboard perished including Otto Weddigen who had been in
command since 16 February 1915.

CASTLE, HOWARTH AMBROSE. Private, 9841.

"D" Company, 2/1st Battalion, Honourable Artillery Company.

Died Thursday 25 July 1918. Aged 19.

Born and resided Littlestone, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Only child of Edward Ambrose Castle and Catherine Ley Castle (née Howarth) of
“Thirlmere,” 1, St. Nicholas Road, Littlestone-on-sea, New Romney, Kent.

Buried Egna Communal Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: 134.

Commemorated at the Norton Knatchbull Grammar School for Boys, Hythe
Road, Ashford, Kent.

The Castle family was residing at the above address at the time of the 1901
census. Head of the house was 26 year old Sittingbourne, Kent, native Edward
Ambrose Castle who was a Postman. Howarth was born at Littlestone, Kent, on
9 October 1898. At the time that Howarth was a pupil at the above school shown
above where he is commemorated, it was called Ashford Grammar School.
Howarth was remembered as having been a very talented football player, and
during his time at Ashford Grammar School he captained the School First Eleven
football team for two consecutive years. Aged 17 and 290 days, Howarth stated
that he was a Scholar when enlisted in the army at Canterbury, Kent, on Monday
17 July 1916, and was placed on the army reserve effective from the day after
enlisting. On Wednesday 3 January 1917, Howarth had a medical examination at
Armoury House, City Road, Finsbury, London, which has been the home of the
Honourable Artillery Company since the central block of the building was
completed in 1735 on land the Company acquired in 1641. Following the
successful outcome of his army medical, Howarth was mobilized and attested to
the Honourable Artillery Company the same day. On Saturday 29 September
1917, Howarth qualified as a marksman for which he received additional pay.
After serving in the United Kingdom from the time of his enlistment, Howarth was
posted to France on Wednesday 5 September 1917. Howarth’s battalion
remained on the Western Front until Tuesday 20 November 1917 when it
entrained for Italy, and arrived at Legnago, a fortified town of Venetia, Italy, in the
province of Verona, on Sunday 25 November 1917. Howarth’s former school
magazine “The Ashfordian” for the month of August 1919, lists the exact
circumstances of his death: — “He was a member of a group of soldiers who in
the Autumn of 1918 disguised themselves as Italian nationals and captured an



island in Italy. They were subsequently captured themselves and taken to a
prisoner of war camp in Italy.” Due to the fact that Howarth’s date of death as
shown above is correct, it follows that a minor detail, i.e. Autumn of 1918; as
shown in the magazine of his former school is incorrect. The raid, to which
reference was made in the magazine, was carried out on Saturday 29 June 1918
at which time Howarth was captured by Austrian soldiers. Unfortunately Howarth
died of Influenza whilst he was a prisoner of war of the Austrians, at
Kriegsgefangenenlager “E,” Austria M.V., it being only 27 days after being
captured. Howarth is one of only two Commonwealth casualties at rest at the
Egna Communal Cemetery, which is located on the A22 to the south of Bolzano,
Italy. Egna, where Howarth is at rest, is the main town of the Uberetsch-
Unterland district; it is the main cultural, historical and artistic centre of the area in
the Trentino-Alto Adige Region of Italy, which is a compound name. Trentino
defines the area close to Trento, the capital of the region. Alto Adige literally
means "beyond river Adige" and is the Italian name for Sudtirol, South Tyrol,
which was formerly part of the Austrian Province of Tyrol. Approximately sixty
percent of the population has German as their first language, which is why to
most of its citizens Egna (Italian) is called Neumarkt, (German) which translates
in English to New Market. Howarth’s cousin T. W. Castle; who was the proprietor
of T. W. Castle, Naval, Military and Diplomatic Tailors of 27 Saville Row, Mayfair,
London, wrote to the adjutant of the Honourable Artillery Company, but not
inform him that a uniform was ready or something similar, but wrote on behalf of
his uncle Edward Ambrose Castle, as the Castle family had heard unconfirmed
reports that Howarth had been killed. 27 Saville Row, Mayfair, London, where
Howarth’s cousin had his business is now the location of Mayfair Police Station.
Two Infantry Battalions and five Batteries of the Honourable Artillery Company
fought in the Great War. The 1st Battalion served in France and Flanders, with
particular distinction at Hooge, Beaucourt, and Gavrelle. The 2nd Battalion which
Howarth served in saw active service in France and in Italy where it played an
important role in the crossing of the river Piave.

CLAY, CHARLES PERCY PARKER. D.C.M. Sergeant, L/9157.

“C” Company, 2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment.

Died Sunday 9 May 1915. Aged 29.

Born Sutton Bridge, Holbeach, Lincolnshire 11 September 1886. Enlisted (Army)
Rye, Sussex.

Son of Mrs. Mary Ann Redmile Clay (née Ward) of “Tweespruit,” New Romney,
Romney Marsh, Kent, and of the late John W. Clay.

Commemorated on the Le Touret Memorial, Richebourg L’Avoué, Pas de Calais,
France. Panel 20, and on the Bexhill, Sussex civic war memorial.

Charles is commemorated on the memorial plaque in St. Nicholas Church New
Romney as Percy Clay, which was the name by which he was always known.
Confirmation of the fact that Charles was know as ‘Percy,” was reinforced when
amongst a number of items of data etcetera located whilst researching Charles’s
life and death, was a note referring to a telephone call from one of his relatives; a
Mr. Horace Baker of 419 Clissold Road, Stoke Newington, London, who had



heard a rumor that ‘Percy’ had been killed, which was at the time correct. When
Charles enlisted in the army at Rye, Sussex, as a regular soldier for a 7 year
engagement on 27 January 1909, Charles stated that his civilian occupation was
a Tailor, at which time he was an employee of Golden Bros., Clothiers & Drapers
of 86-90, High Street, Rye, Sussex. Both of his employers signed a letter
supporting Charles’s application to join the army, stating that he was “a steady,
respectable young man, and a regular attendant of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church.” Charles had been following his late fathers’ footsteps as regards to his
occupation, who at the time of the 1891 census had owned his own Tailors
business at Herne Bay, Kent, at which time the Clay family resided at Mortimer
Street, Herne Bay, Kent. Ten years later when the family resided at 67 Tontine
Street, Folkestone, Kent, the then 14 year old Charles was a Tailor. At the time of
enlistment as a regular soldier, Charles was already a part-time soldier serving
as a Gunner in the 6th Sussex Battery, 2 Home Counties, (Territorial Force)
Royal Field Artillery. In addition to providing the aforementioned information;
Charles also stated that he had additional service in the Royal Navy, during
which time his official number had been 221444. When he enlisted in the army
Charles was asked which branch of the army he wished to serve in, and despite
having (albeit limited) experience as an artilleryman, he stated that he wished to
join the infantry, and was later attested to serve in his local regiment, the Royal
Sussex Regiment. Early in 1912 Charles was with the 2nd Battalion, Royal
Sussex Regiment at the Curragh Camp, County Kildare, Ireland. The battalion
returned to Inkermann Barracks, Woking, Surrey, in January 1912, and it was at
the same barracks on 9 May 1913 that Charles, (at which time he was a Corporal
having been promoted to same on 12 June 1912), signed papers to extend his
service as a regular soldier to 12 years. The battalion remained at Woking until
Wednesday 12 August 1914, when as part of the 2nd Brigade, 1st Division, and
commanded by 50 year old Lieutenant-Colonel Ernest H. Montresor, the battalion
went by train to Southampton. At Southampton the battalion embarked on two
ships the SS Olympia and Agapenor, and sailed for France, arriving at the busy
port of Harve on Thursday 13 August. Charles’s battalion took part in a number
of battles of note in France and Belgium during 1914, for which it was awarded
eight distinct battle honours. Having been in action for barely nine months on the
Western Front, in addition to having been awarded the Distinguished Conduct
Medal, Charles was also the recipient of the Medaille Militiare (France), and the
Cross of St. George 3rd Class (Russia); and he was also Mentioned in
Despatches. Whilst researching Charles’s military career and in particular during
the Great War, it was revealed that on an incredibly regular basis he had gone
out (usually alone) scouting the German positions and ascertaining their strength
etcetera, during which on more occasions than was healthy, he had actually got
incredibly close to the enemy. It was in recognition of his gallantry during
operations between Friday 21 and Sunday 30 August 1914, that France
decorated Charles with the Medaille Militiare on Friday 9 October 1914, it being
the same day that he was discharged from the No.12 British General Hospital,
Rouen, Seine-Maritime, France, having been receiving treatment at the hospital
for wounds received in the front line trenches at Troyon on Sunday 27



September 1914. A month after being wounded, Charles was awarded the
Distinguished Conduct Medal. To avoid any confusion regarding Charles’s
Russian decoration, it should be pointed out that the Cross of St. George 3rd
Class was a Russian (Czarist) Medal which comprised of four classes, and was
the result of exchanges of decorations between the Allies. The award was not
made directly by Russia to the recipient as such. Each of the Allies allocated
decorations to the other, and their award was actually made by the soldier's own
monarch or government, from recommendations through the normal awards
system. The recipient did not have to have had any contact or association with
the Russian military forces, nor be anywhere near Russia at the time of earning
the award. The Russian awards to British recipients were much rarer than French
or Belgian awards, and of course they ceased at the time of the Russian
Revolution in 1917. In virtually all cases the award of this medal was a double
award of a British Imperial Award. In this case, the awarded accompanied a
Distinguished Conduct Medal, and it is possible that the recipient had initially
been recommended for the Victoria Cross. On Sunday 2 May 1915, Charles’s
battalion arrived at Allouagne where it remained for four days, and then it moved
to Les Facons before eventually arriving at Richebourg L’Avoue on Saturday 8
May, where the battalion took part in a costly attack the following day, which cost
the lives of Charles and another 268 other ranks in his battalion that day, who fell
at Richebourg L’Avoué, Pas de Calais, France, during the ‘Battle of Aubers
Ridge.” Mention was briefly made above the Clay family having lived in Herne
Bay in 1891, at which time the Wells family, including 2 year old Harry, resided at
nearby Herne. Prior to the Great War, Harry had been a Policeman at Ashford,
Kent, and briefly employed as a Barman in the town. It was as the direct result of
the number of losses in the 2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment on Sunday 9
May 1915 during the ‘Battle of Aubers Ridge,’ that Harry was promoted to the
rank of Serjeant in the battalion. Harry, like fellow Serjeant Charles Clay was a
hero, and was awarded a posthumous Victoria Cross for leading his men forward
into action on the opening day of the ‘Battle of Loos’ on Saturday 25 September
1915. One of Charles’s younger brothers who was a New Romney resident and a
native of Swindon, Wiltshire; Norman Cyril Clay also served in the Great War, as
a Second Lieutenant in the Middlesex Regiment.

COOPER, JOSEPH REGINALD HERBERT. Private, TR10/159137.

51st (Graduated) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment).

Died Thursday 17 April 1919.

Born St. Leonards-on-sea, Sussex. Enlisted and resided Deal, Kent.

Son of Joseph Alfred Cooper of “Chabley,” New Romney, Kent.

Buried St. Clements Churchyard, Old Romney, Kent. Grave Ref: West of Church.
When Joseph enlisted at Deal, Kent, on 8 May 1918 he stated that he was 18
years old and employed as a Bank Clerk. At the time of his enlistment, Joseph
resided at 36 Beaconsfield Road, Deal, Kent, and was employed by The National
Provincial & Union Bank of England Ltd, (now NatWest) at its Deal branch. From
10 May 1918 to 22 May 1918, Joseph served in the 53rd (Young Soldier)
Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment), and on the latter date



was transferred to the 51st (Graduated) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West
Surrey Regiment), which was based at Norwich, Norfolk. From Norwich,
Joseph’s battalion moved to Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk in the summer of 1918,
and that is where Joseph first realised that he was unwell in July. Despite being
aware that he was ill, it appears that Joseph had not initially reported sick, and
regrettably, the fact that he was ill had not been picked up by any of his
superiors. When Joseph eventually reported sick, he was then taken to hospital
for a more detailed examination at the 1st Eastern General Hospital, Cambridge.
On Thursday 15 August 1918, Joseph had another medical examination at
Purfleet, Essex, which resulted in him being declared “unfit for training.” Prior to
being subjected to an army medical board, before being medically discharged
from the army on Wednesday 9 October 1918 suffering with Pulmonary
Tuberculosis, Joseph was asked if he had anything to contribute to the boards
findings, and in particular about his illness. In reply, Joseph stated that he
thought that his illness was brought on by the fact that he had never been inland
before joining the army. What seemed a somewhat odd reply was in fact quite
sound, it being at a time when people suffering with Tuberculosis were sent to
coastal locations in an attempt to aid their recovery. Born at St. Leonards-on-sea,
lived at New Romney which is close to the sea, and worked at the seaside resort
of Deal, it would seem likely that Joseph’s statement actually had some
credence. Having served a total of only 156 days, Joseph was discharged with a
pension due to his Pulmonary Tuberculosis, which was deemed by the army to
have been “Aggravated by Military Service 100%.” Joseph’s pensioned expired
on 14 October 1919 at which time it was to be reviewed, but sadly Joseph
expired before his pension when he succumbed to his illness on Thursday 17
April 1919. Joseph Alfred Cooper who was Joseph’s father was a Wine & Spirit
Merchant, who traded from premises in the High Street, New Romney. The
choice of the Cooper family home at New Romney being somewhat apt i.e.
Chabley, meaning a form of Chablis, a dry white wine.

CRAMP, CHARLES. Lance Corporal, T/240051

5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Thursday 19 April 1917.

Born Willesborough, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.
Resided South Ashford, Kent.

Son of Charles and Mercy Cramp (née Bentley).

Commemorated on the Basra Memorial. Iraq. Panel 6, and on the Ashford, Kent
civic war memorial.

Formerly Private, 945, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Charles was posted to
the Asiatic war theatre on Thursday 9 December 1915. At the time of the 1891
census, the Cramp family resided at Hunter Road, Willesborough, Ashford, Kent.
Head of the house was 30 year old Hothfield, Ashford, Kent native Charles
Cramp, who was employed as a Carpenter. Charles (junior) was recorded by the
census enumerator as being 4 years old, and as April was the month of both the
census and the month that he died, Charles would have probably been 30 years
old when he lost his life.
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FOORD, HAROLD STEPHEN. Lance Corporal, R/15168.

“B” Company, 13th (Service) Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps.

Died Thursday 13 July 1916. Aged 20.

Born Old Romney, Kent. Enlisted and resided New Romney, Kent.

Son of James L. Foord and Lydia Foord of 1 West View, New Romney, Kent.
Buried Pozieres British Cemetery, Ovillers-La Boisselle, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: Ill. B. 34.

Harold is erroneously commemorated on the memorial plaque in St. Nicholas’s
parish church, New Romney as HAROLD FORD. At the time of the 1901 census,
the Foorde family resided at the above address. Head of the house was 39 year
old Ninfield, Sussex resident James L. Foord who was employed as an
Agricultural Labourer. Harold reenlisted in the army at New Romney on 21
August 1915, at which time he stated that he was employed as a Valet. Although
at the time of his reenlistment ‘For the duration of the war,” Harold was only aged
19 years and 10 months, he correctly stated that he had previously served in the
2nd Life Guards. Having asked at the time of his enlistment to be attested to the
King's Royal Rifle Corps, his request was granted. Initially, Harold was posted to
the King's Royal Rifle Corps Regimental Depot at Winchester, Hampshire. On 29
March 1916, Harold embarked from Southampton to join the 11th (Service)
Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps in France, which he joined on 7 March 1916.
As part of a reinforcement draft, Harold was transferred to serve in the 13th
(Service) Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps on 24 May 1916, and on joining the
battalion he was assigned to serve as a member of “B” Company. Harold’s
battalion did not take part on the first day of the ‘Battle of the Somme 1916," on
Saturday 1 July, as it did not arrive at the Somme village of Bresle which is some
16 miles northwest of Amiens until 5 July, having travelled down from the Arras
sector in the Pas de Calais. Although the 13th (Service) Battalion, King's Royal
Rifle Corps was part of the 37th Division, it was in support of the soldiers of the
19th (Western) Division that the battalion provided carrying parties at Bécourt
Wood on Friday 7 and Saturday 8 July. Having completed the carrying parties
duties, Harold’s battalion then moved to support and front line positions in the La
Boisselle area, and it whilst ensconced in the trenches there that Harold and 10
other ranks died on Thursday 13 July 1916. A fellow native of Old Romney who
was born on 2 December 1893, and was one of Harold’'s brothers, was Hubert
Norman Foorde who served during the Great War as a Leading Stoker in the
Royal Navy, which had including the time that he had spent serving on the 6,150
ton Monitor, H.M.S. Abercrombie.
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GILBERT, WILLIAM CHARLES. Corporal, S4/122563.

435th Company (Chatham), Army Service Corps.

Died Tuesday 8 August 1916. Aged 22.

Born Ivychurch, Romney Marsh, Kent. Enlisted Margate, Isle of Thanet, Kent.
Resided New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Son of John Gilmore Parsons Gilbert and Emmeline Elizabeth Gilbert (née
Baker) of High Street, New Romney, Kent.

Buried St. Nicholas Churchyard, New Romney, Kent. Grave Ref: East part.
Commemorated on Great War memorial plaque located in the parish church of
St. George, lvychurch, Romney Marsh, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Gilbert family resided at Warren House, New
Romney. Head of the house was 37 year old Sandwich, Kent, native John
Gilmore Parsons Gilbert, who was employed as a Farm Waggoner. The 435th
Company, Army Service Corps in which William served, was formed on Friday 8
January 1915 for service on the Western Front, and served with the Meerut
Division as No.4 H.Q. Company (Indian Supply & Transport Corps) Train (H.T.).
William’s company also served on Home Duties as part of the 13th Division, with
detachments based at various locations throughout the county of Kent, William
serving in the Chatham based detachment. Following the Great War, like many
other wartime raised formations which were then surplus to requirements, the
435th Company, Army Service Corps was disbanded on Friday 16 December
1921. The S4 prefix on William’s regimental number is indicative of a (Labour)
soldier in his corps during the years covering the Great War period.
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HAYLES, ALFRED. Private, G/5565.

8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Sunday 3 September 1916. Aged 38.

Born Landport, Eastney, Portsmouth, Hampshire. Enlisted New Romney, Kent.
Resided Littlestone-on Sea, Kent.

Son of Soloman and Hannah Elizabeth Hayles (née Barfoot) of 4 St. Nicholas
Road, Littlestone-on—Sea, Kent.

Buried Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, Longueval, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: IX.A.16.

Commemorated on the Hythe, Kent civic war memorial.

Alfred was born whilst his father was serving in the Royal Navy. At the time of the
1901 census, Alfred’s 59 year old father was recorded by the census enumerator
as being a Naval Pensioner. Two of Alfred’s brothers who were also Littlestone
residents served in the Great War; older brother William of 12 Blenheim Road,
served as a Bombadier in the 37th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery, and
younger brother Soloman (Junior) initially served as a Private in The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment), and afterwards as a Private in the 198th Labour Company,
Labour Corps, and resided with his parents at 4 St. Nicholas Road. Alfred’s
battalion was formed at Canterbury, Kent, on 12 September 1914 as part of the
New Army, and was initially attached to 72nd Brigade, 24th Division, and was
commanded by 64 year old Colonel Frederick Charles Romer, C.B., C.M.G., who
had been given the choice of raising one of the regiments three Service
Battalions, and had chosen the 8th (Service) Battalion. On 18 October 1915 the
battalion moved to Shoreham, Sussex, as part of the 72nd Brigade, 24th
Division, prior to the welcome move of going into billets in nearby Worthing on 1
December 1914. Probably with an improvement in the weather, on 1 April 1915
the battalion mover to the Reigate, Surrey, area, where a hard two weeks of
trench digging was carried out in preparation for an inevitable move to the
Western Front. In June 1915 a move was made to Aisne Barracks, Blackdown,
near Aldershot. Having sailed from Folkestone, Kent, the battalion arrived at
Boulogne-sur-Mer, France, on Wednesday 1 September 1915, and then spent
two days at Boulogne, after which a move was made to billets at the little village
of Maninghem near Etaples, Pas de Calais, to undertake divisional training. The
8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) remained at Maninghem
until Tuesday 21 September 1915, when a march was undertaken by the
battalion to assemble at the concentration area in preparation for the ‘Battle of
Loos,’ the battalion marched to Bethune arriving early in the morning on Saturday
25 September, at 1100 hours the same day the battalion formed up for Colonel
Romer to address all of the officers and other ranks, short but to the point he
said, “I am not going to make a speech to you, but only ask you to remember that
you are THE BUFFS.” Following their Colonels ‘speech’ the battalion then made
another move nearer to the battle heading for Vermelles to take part in an attack
which was planned for later that night. Marching over difficult terrain their division
reached positions in the area of Bois Hugo, Chalk Pit Wood, Chalet Wood and
Hill 70 Redoubt, which were advanced positions that faced the German’s second
line. A proposed attack planned for that night was eventually postponed, and the
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battalion received fresh orders which stated that they were to take part in an
attack the following morning. Just twenty four days after landing in France, and
significantly with most of the officers and other ranks in the battalion never having
been in action before, at 1030 hours on the following morning, orders were
received by the 24th Division for an attack to begin at 1100 hours, with the
battalion detailed to attack the village of Hulluch. Set out below is the 8th
Battalion War Diary entry for part of Sunday 26 September 1915. “At 10.30 a.m.
verbal orders arrived to prepare for an attack at 11 o’clock a.m. Almost at once
the enemy commenced a heavy bombardment of our trenches. At 11 a.m. an
attack across open country commenced, the objective being a German position
about a mile away. Artillery formation was adopted on leaving the trenches, but
long distance rifle fire caused us to extend our lines almost immediately. The
Buffs were supporting the West Kents. The advance was carried forward rapidly
and by 11.30 a.m. the leading lines of the Buffs had arrived within 25 yards of the
German barbed wire. No gaps could be observed in the wire entanglements.
During the advance a heavy fire from machine guns on both flanks was
encountered. At 1155 a.m. an order came down the line from the right to
withdraw. The enemy’s fire especially from our left flank became heavier and
very considerable losses occurred. The Buffs were relieved during the night
26/27th 1915. Rested in a field close by Sailly La Bourse.” Because of the way
that war diary entries are written, with their original intention not being for the
benefit of amateur historians and the like, the above omits to adequately
emphasize that when the battalion attacked at Hulluch, they had to cross a
stretch of ‘No Mans Land’ approximately a mile wide, in tandem with the rest of
the 72nd Brigade the battalion with mounting casualties eventually managed to
reach their designated objective, despite being constantly heavily enfiladed by
well placed enemy machine guns, only to then find that the enemy wire was still
mainly intact in front of it. The Division to the battalion’s right was subsequently
forced to withdraw, which resulted in the right flank being exposed to even more
enemy attention primarily in the form of machine gun fire and Germans artillery
shellfire, incredibly the 8th Battalion withstood the enemies superior firepower for
a full four hours before inevitably being forced to withdraw, during which time
more casualties were inflicted on The Buffs, as can be seen from the war diary
entry were relieved that night and initially fell back to Noeux les Mines where they
bivouacked in pouring rain. The casualties to the battalion resulting from its first
significant engagement of the Great War were truly staggering, as they
amounted to at least 24 officers and 610 other ranks killed, wounded or missing,
of that number 2 officers, and 158 other ranks died on the day of the engagement
which was fought by the battalion on Sunday 26 September 1915. Inevitably a
significant number later succumbed to their wounds, resultant of the action fought
at Hulluch. Amongst the officers, the battalion only had one young officer Second
Lieutenant J. Vaughan that was not a casualty, subsequently he was awarded
the Military Cross for his leadership and gallantry when leading the other ranks
remnants of the battalion from the battle. Edward’s body was never recovered
and his death was accepted for official purposes as having taken place on the
above date. Amongst the other officers of the battalion who fell on the same day
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as Edward, was the Commanding Officer, Colonel Frederick Charles Romer who
earlier in the day had been wounded in his shoulder, who despite his age had
refused to be evacuated from his men and remained in his place and carried on.
Later he was shot in the heart and killed, he too, like most of his soldiers is also
commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Resulting from the
carnage at Loos, fresh troops were sent to various battalions, one of whom was
Alfred who arrived on the Western Front on Thursday 7 October 1915, in a
reinforcement draft comprised of 4 officers and 396 other ranks. Several changes
were made to a number of battalions which had fought at Loos, and resultant of
same Alfred’s battalion became part of the 17th Brigade, 24th Division, on
Monday 18 October 1915. In order to take part in the ‘Battle of the Somme 1916,
the 8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) arrived at the train
station at Longueau, Amiens on Thursday 27 July 1916, from where it marched
to Le Mesge 13 miles northwest of Amiens. After a number of moves in the
Somme sector, the battalion took part in a successful but costly attack near
Waterlot Farm on Friday 18 August 1916. Waterlot Farm was a German strong
point in their second line, and was located between Longueval and Guillemont.
“A” Company attacked and captured Machine Gun House, and “C” Company
took the northern end of ZZ Trench, but during the days events the battalion
suffered 358 casualties, which had included 65 other ranks deaths. After more
moves which had included fighting, on Friday 1 September 1916 the battalion
moved into a support line at Delville Wood, having been held up for two hours at
Caterpillar Valley due to a very heavy enemy gas barrage, and because the
guides had gone astray it was not until 1530 hours that the battalion got to
Carlton Trench which was situated between Delville Wood and High Wood. It
was from Carlton Trench that the next day “D” Company moved forward on loan
to the 72nd Brigade, and in support of the 9th (Service) Battalion, East Surrey
Regiment they sustained high casualties from shell fire. On Sunday 3 September
1916 the battalion took part in attacks on a well defended enemy strong point at
the junction of Wood Lane Trench and Tea Trench, which was in the north-west
corner of Delville Wood. The first of the two attacks which was mounted from
Worcester Trench was mounted at noon, but it failed, one reason being that the
runners sent to synchronize the time with the brigade on the left of Alfred’s
battalion were all killed, and had resulted in the battalion leaving its position late
and met with an enemy barrage whilst on the trench parapet, in addition to which
the battalion was subjected to heavy machine gun fire by the enemy. Within a
minute of the attack starting at midday, all of the officers and the Company
Serjeant Major of “C” Company were casualties. Within half an hour of the failed
attack the news of same reached Battalion Headquarters, and the Commanding
officer Lieutenant-Colonel Leonard W. Wainwright D.S.O., M.C. then made a
personal reconnaissance, after which he ordered Major Hamilton who was in
command of the front line, to organize a fresh attack. After liaising with
Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart who commanded the artillery which was supporting
the battalion, it was agreed that a fresh assault was made of the position at 1600
hours. Regretably it too failed, primarily as the result of the combination of being
checked by enemy machine guns, and the supporting fire from the artillery not
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being stopped. Resulting from the attacks by Alfred’s battalion on Sunday 3
September 1916, 30 year old Second Lieutenant Thomas Firminger of New
Norfolk, Tasmania, was killed and 6 other officers (all Second Lieutenants) were
wounded, in addition to the officer casualties, a total of 106 were initially posted
as either were killed, wounded, or missing. Later compiled casualty returns show
that 65 other ranks lost their lives, one of whom was Alfred.

HERON, ROBERT OATES. Private, 15546.

14th (Service) Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, (Pioneers).

Died Tuesday 26 September 1915.

Born Seaham Harbour, County Durham.

Son of William and Mary Heron.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 22.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Heron family resided at 5 Queen’s Street
East, Thornaby-on-Tees. Head of the house was 44 year old Southwick, County
Durham, native William Heron, who was employed as an Iron Foundry labourer.
Robert’s battalion was formed at Newcastle in September 1914 as one of the
New Army battalions, and was attached as Army Troops to the 21st (Yorkshire)
Division. The division in which Robert’s battalion served when to train at Halton
Park, which was owned by Alfred de Rothschild who had let it be known that he
was eager to offer his estate to the War Office at the commencement of the
Great War. Having already been in use by the army, the 21st (Yorkshire) Division
moved to Halton Park, with Divisional headquarters at Aston Clinton House. The
new camp soon became waterlogged, forcing the division into billets at a number
of locations in the counties of Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire, which resulted
in Robert’s battalion going to Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire. In January 1915 the
battalion was converted into a Pioneer Battalion, and served in France from
Thursday 9 September 1915, which is the date recorded for Robert as having
gone to France. Robert was one of 7 other ranks in his battalion who were killed
in action on Tuesday 26 September 1915 during the ‘Battle of Loos,’ in addition
to which another soldier died the same day of his wounds. Having only arrived in
France just over a fortnight prior to the costly battle, which was the first involving
the 14th (Service) Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers, (Pioneers), Robert may
well have been his battalions first other rank death. By the time of the signing of
the Armistice, Robert’s battalion had lost 325 other ranks, and at least 17 of its
officers.

HOPER, ABRAM. Serjeant, S/317.

6th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Tuesday 2 July 1918. Aged 43.

Born St. Mary in the Marsh, Kent. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Son of Stephen and Eliza Hoper (née Hills).

Husband of Mrs. Harriet Kate Hoper (formerly Norman) of 40, Sidney Street,
Folkestone, Kent.

Buried Harponville Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: F. 8.
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Commemorated on the Folkestone, Kent, civic war memorial, and on Great War
memorial plaque in the parish church of St. Mary the Virgin, St. Mary in the
Marsh, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Abram was a veteran of the Second Boer War (1899-1902), and was a recalled
army reservist at the time of his Great War service. Abram had served on the
Western Front from 1 June 1915, when his battalion had landed at the French
port of Boulogne-sur-Mer, at which time he was a Lance Corporal. Abrams
battalion was formed at Maidstone on 14 August 1914 as one of the New Army
Kitchener Battalions, and was part of the 37th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division.
Following its raising, the first move by the battalion was to Colchester, Essex,
and then on to Purfleet, Essex in September 1914, before going to ill prepared
huts at Sandling Junction near Hythe, Kent at the end of November. As most of
the huts were not waterproof, and Sandling Park quickly became a quagmire, it
resulted in the officers and other ranks of the battalion going into billets at Hythe
in December. After spending two months at Hythe carrying out training, the
battalion moved to Aldershot, Hampshire on 20 February 1915 in order to
complete its training before service overseas. The battalion remained in
Aldershot, until the time came for the bulk of the battalion to go to Folkestone for
the crossing to Boulogne-sur-Mer, at which time the transport went to the port of
Southampton, and from there crossed to the French port of Harve. Having
survived the Second Boer War, and had been amongst the first soldiers in his
battalion to land in France on 1 June 1915, it would seem very likely that Abram
had been present at all of the actions, both minor and major which the 6th
(Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) had participated
in prior to his death, it was particularly tragic that he was killed in action only a
few months prior to the cessation of hostilities. The village of Bouzincourt where
Abram fell is less than two miles to the north-west of the town of Albert on the
D938 road to Doullens. The eastern end of the village was attacked by the 12th
(Eastern) and 18th (Eastern) Divisions at the end of June 1918, and the fighting
then carried on in July. Monday 1 July started off as a fairly quiet day, but as it
wore on the Germans commenced shelling intermittently which became more
intense as time passed. In addition to the shelling, an enemy machine gun and
another German position to the front centre of Abrams battalion harassed it,
which resulted in both being assaulted by elements of his battalion. Almost
inevitably the battalion was later subjected to a German counter-attack which
was successfully repulsed, but by midnight the part of the line held by the 6th
(Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) was still intact, at
the cost of 9 other ranks lives in the battalion. The following day was relatively
quiet, but throughout the daylight hours Abram’s battalion was subjected to
intermittent shelling, and attacked by the enemy under the cover of darkness at
night. At 1830 hours, Second Lieutenant Reginald Battersby Walthew who was
formerly a Private in The King’s (Liverpool Regiment), led 20 other ranks of “C”
Company during an attack on the German position to the front centre of Abrams
battalion which had caused the battalion so much trouble whilst holding its
current position. Unfortunately the attack was not a success due to the
overwhelming odds stacked against Second Lieutenant Walthew and his men, 14
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of which were hit by German small arms fire. Three hours after the attack on the
German strong point, the enemy artillery commenced shelling the line held by
Abrams battalion, it being a precursor to being attacked by a large force of
German infantry, which resulted in the battalion being pushed back to the former
British front line. Abram was one of the 22 other ranks in his battalion who were
recorded as having been killed in action on the day that he died, but
unfortunately it has not been possible to ascertain exactly when he was killed.
Bouzincourt was eventually cleared of enemy troops during the latter half of
August. Second Lieutenant Walthew who was awarded the Military Cross,
survived the carnage of the Great War, and was discharged from the army on 16
January 1919.

HUGGETT, GEORGE. Private, TF/2811.

1/5th (Cinque Ports) Battalion, (Territorial Force) Royal Sussex Regiment.

Died Sunday 9 May 1915. Aged 25.

Enlisted Hastings, Sussex.

Commemorated on the Le Touret Memorial, Richebourg L’Avoué, Pas de Calais,
France. Panel 20, and on the Rye, Sussex civic war memorial.

By virtue of the fact that George is commemorated on the Rye civic war
memorial, it would seem likely that he was born there, and at the time of the 1901
census he was 4 years old, residing at 6 Albion Place. Head of the house was 43
year old Bricklayer, Henry Huggett, who was George’s father and a fellow Rye
native. George’s mother was recorded by the census enumerator as being a 41
year old native of Westwell, Kent. Although not yet found on any data used to
construct this brief commemoration of George's life and death, and only
supposition on the part of the transcriber, but it would also seem likely that he
would have originally been a member of “E” Company, 1/5th (Cinque Ports)
Battalion, (Territorial Force) Royal Sussex Regiment which was based at Rye. In
1914 George’s battalion was re-organised into four companies, and “A” Company
which was based at the Drill Hall, Middle Street, Hastings, Sussex, and “E”
Company at Rye merged and became “A” Company. At the commencement of
the Great War, George and other members of his battalion, which was
commanded by Hastings Solicitor Lieutenant-Colonel Frederick George
Langham V.D., M.A., LL.B, assembled at the Drill Hall, Middle Street, Hastings,
Sussex, and became Army Troops in the Home Counties Division, (Territorial
Force). In early 1915 the battalion was posted for duty at the Tower of London,
where it remained until going to Southampton on 18 February 1915, where it
embarked on the SS Pancras and sailed for France, arriving at Harve at 0400
hours the following day, and went from the port to No.1 Rest Camp. After leaving
by train and going to Chocques, the battalion made several moves leading up to
the day that George fell in battle, included amongst the moves had been when
the battalion relieved the 2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment, in trenches at
Richebourg L’Avoué, Pas de Calais, on 27 March 1915, with Serjeant Charles
Clay D.C.M. being amongst those relived. On 6 May 1915, George’s battalion
arrived at Mesplaux and went into support trenches behind Rue du Bois, and the
Richebourg L’Avoué sector on 8 May, prior to taking part in the ‘Battle of Aubers
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Ridge’ on the day that George fell. During the battle, the leading companies were
mown down by accurate German machine gun fire, and by the end of the day
approximately 230 officers and other ranks of the 1/5th (Cinque Ports) Battalion,
(Territorial Force) Royal Sussex Regiment, were either killed, wounded or
missing, and which had included 77 other ranks deaths one of whom was
George Hugagett.

HUMPHREY, NORMAN. Private, G/7736.

10th (Service) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment).

Died Friday 15 September 1916.

Born, enlisted and resided New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Humphrey (née Waters) of Vine Cottage, New
Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent, and the late John Richard Humphrey.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 5 D and 6 D.

When Norman enlisted in the army on Friday 26 November 1915, he stated that
he was 24 years and 207 days old, and that he was employed as a Cycle
Engineer, residing at Vine Cottage, New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent, which
was also the address of his mother and next of kin; Mrs. Mary Elizabeth
Humphrey. On Friday 11 February 1916, Norman was mobilized and the
following day was posted to the 9th (Reserve) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal
West Surrey Regiment) at Shoreham. Following his basic army training, Norman
was posted to serve in the 10th (Service) Battalion of his regiment, and
embarked for service in France on Friday 5 May 1916. Norman was one of the
25 other ranks in his battalion who fell during the first day of the ‘Battle of Flers-
Courcelette’ which was fought between 15 and 22 September 1916, during the
third main phase of the ‘Battle of the Somme 1916.’ Justifiably the battle fought at
the Somme village of Flers is best remembered due to the introduction of tanks.
The attack was launched across a front of over seven miles from General
Rawlingson’s Fourth Army salient on 15 September. Twelve divisions were
employed, along with all the tanks that the British army possessed which
numbered 49. The infantry attack on 15 September was preceded by a massive
artillery bombardment, the scale of which can be judged by the fact that on the
first day of ‘Battle of the Somme 1916," on 1 July, the infantry attacks had been
supported by one field gun for every 21 yards of front, and one howitzer for every
57 yards. At Flers-Courcelette those figures increased to one field gun for every
10 yards and a howitzer for every 29 yards. One problem with the artillery
barrage was that the tanks were so slow that they needed to advance ahead of
the infantry, which meant that corridors had to be left in the creeping barrage to
allow the tanks to advance. In some places this resulted in key German strong
points, which naturally had been made the tank’s main objectives, were
untouched by the creeping artillery barrage. All three divisions of the XV corps
(14th, 41st and New Zealand Divisions) reached most of their third objectives. In
the centre of the corps 41st Division had the job of capturing the village of Flers,
and was given the most tanks. Flers was captured early in the day, with one of
the tanks playing a big part in the advance, driving up the main street of the
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village with the infantry following on behind. However, once beyond the village
the advance stopped. The fourth objective, and with it the breakthrough was just
beyond reach. Following his death, Norman was initially posted as “Missing,” but
later it was accepted for official purposes that he was “Presumed to have been
killed in action on Friday 15 September 1916.”

KILLINGBACK , REGINALD HENRY. Gunner, 87957.

463rd Battery, 79th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died Saturday 1 December 1917.

Born and resided New Romney, Kent. Enlisted Mill Hill, London.

Son of Alfred Henry Killingback and Carrie Killingback (née Ralling) of Prospect
House, New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, Nord, France. Panel 1.

At the time of the 1891 census, Reginald was 11 months old and resided with his
parents at New Romney. Head of the house was Reginald’s father; 27 year old
Steeple Bumpstead, Essex, native Alfred Henry Killingback, who was employed
as a Bricklayer. Residing two doors away was the Lancaster family which had
included New Romney native Harold Lancaster, who fell during the Great War on
Monday 3 May 1915. Because Harold is not commemorated on the memorial
plaque at St. Nicholas’s church, he has been commemorated as one of the Great
War ‘Lost Men’ casualties following the brief Great War commemorations below.

LETTS, JOHN ROBERT. Second Mate.

Mercantile Marine, S.S. Narragansett (Greenock).

Died Friday 16 March 1917. Aged 37.

Born Finchley, London 1880.

Son of John and Martha Letts of High Street, New Romney, Kent.
Commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial, London.

The 9196 ton tanker S.S. Narragansett, was completed in 1903 at Greenock,
Glasgow, Scotland, by Scotts Shipbuilding & Engineering Co. She was built for
the Anglo-American Oil Company, and at the time of her loss the S.S.
Narragansett was the largest and fastest tanker of her type afloat. John’s tanker
was torpedoed by the German uboat U-44, and eventually sank approximately
400 miles off the Scilly Islands, whilst returning to London from New York with a
cargo of lubricating oil, on 16 March 1917. During the Great War, prior to her loss
the tanker had been involved in two incidents worthy of note. On 9 October 1913
she had played a major role in the rescue of 521 survivors from the fire stricken
S.S. Volturno of the Royal Line, at which time she was able to calm the sea by
pumping out oil. On 17 May 1915 the S.S. Narragansett was attacked by a
German submarine off the South Coast of Ireland, but on that occasion the
enemy torpedoes had fortunately missed her. The U-44 which sank the S.S.
Narragansett was commanded by 33 year old Kapitanleutnant, Paul Wagenfihr
who perished along with his fellow 43 crew members on 12 August 1917, when it
was rammed by H.M.S. Oracle off Southern Norway in the North Sea. Paul
Wagenfuhr was the sole commander of the U-44, from 7 May 1915 until its loss,
during which time the uboat sank 25 allied ships, and damaged two others.
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LINK, ALBERT EDWARD. Corporal, G/5564.

7th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Saturday 3 August 1918. Aged 23.

Born and resided Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent. Enlisted New Romney, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Elizabeth Ann Link (née Wood) of “Sunnyside,” Littlestone-on-Sea,
Kent, and the late Horace Link.

Commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 16.

Albert had served on the Western Front from Thursday 7 October 1915, and was
one of four members of his battalion that were killed in action on Saturday 3
August 1918. At least two of Albert’s brothers served in the Great War; they were
Horace Alfred Link who initially served as a Private in The Queen's (Royal West
Surrey Regiment), and later as a Private in the 125th Company, Labour Corps,
and Robert Ernest Link who served as a Lance Corporal in the 1st Battalion, The
Buffs (East Kent Regiment), both of whom like Albert also resided with their
widowed mother at “Sunnyside,” Littlestone-on-Sea.

LOW, SIDNEY JAMES. Lance Corporal, G/9048.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Thursday 21 March 1918. Aged 21.

Born Aldershot, Hampshire 19 May 1896. Enlisted New Romney, Romney
Marsh, Kent. Resided Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent.

Son of James Lindsay Low and Edith Low (née Weaver) of 122, Humberstone
Road, Leicester, Leicestershire.

Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 2.

At the time of his army enlistment ‘For the duration of the war’ on Monday 6
December 1915, Sidney stated that he was employed as a Chemists Assistant,
and that he resided at the Station Hotel, Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent. It was noted
that on other pages of service papers, Sidney is recorded as having been a
Licenced Victualler working with his mother. Sidney stated that he was willing to
be enlisted for General Service, but added that he preferred to serve in the Royal
Army Medical Corps. Sidney’s father James Lindsay Low who was his next of
kin, was residing at 40 Harper Street, Bedford, Bedfordshire, when Sidney
enlisted, and was a serving officer at “A” Signal Depot, Bedford, Bedfordshire.
Aged 49 years and 278 days, having previously served for 21 years in the Royal
Engineers, Sidney’s army reservist father; James Lindsay Low was recalled on
Tuesday 10 November 1914, and signed on at Lydd, Kent, for “Service in the
United Kingdom only” with the rank of Quartermaster Serjeant, at which time he
resided at the Station Hotel, Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent. James was a
Quartermaster Serjeant for only 65 days, at which time he was commissioned as
a Second Lieutenant. The army still recognised James’s former trade and grade
qualification as a “Very Superior Telegraphist.” The day after having enlisted at
New Romney, Sidney was placed on the Army Reserve until Thursday 20
January 1916, when he was attested at the Regimental Depot of The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment), Canterbury, Kent, to serve in that regiment. On Saturday 22
January 1916, Sidney was posted to serve in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The
Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at the Citadel, Western Heights, Dover, Kent, where
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he was appointed a Paid Acting Lance Corporal on Saturday 11 March 1916.
Sidney then remained at Dover in the battalion, until 11 May 1916 when he was
transferred to serve with the British Expeditionary Force in the 1st Battalion, The
Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Following his death, Sidney was initially posted as
‘Missing,” but later for official purposes it was assumed that he had died on
Thursday 21 March 1918, which was also the first day of the German Spring
Offensive.

MASEY, ALFRED VERNON. Lance Corporal, G/17760.

"A" Company, 6th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment).

Died Thursday 2 August 1917. Aged 33.

Born Dymchurch, Kent. Enlisted and resided New Romney, Kent.

Son of the late George Stace Masey and Denness Masey (née Hoad) of New
Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 7.

Formerly Private, 3223, 27th (Reserve Battalion) Royal Fusiliers (City of London
Regiment).

Prior to his enlistment, Alfred had submitted a valid application on 23 February
1916 to be excused military service which included the following letter: - “The
business in which | am a partner cannot carry on without my assistance. | take
the management of the retail part of the business, my partner the buying of stock
and business connected with wholesale buying houses. We have lost two
assistants owing to enlistment, and are now working with two lads who have very
little knowledge of things. Alfred’s case was No.3 of the New Romney Tribunal
Panel, which decided on 6 March 1916 that an exemption of two months be
granted. On 27 April 1916, Alfred’s business partner Mr. F. W. Hayward of High
Street, New Romney, also submitted a letter to the New Romney Tribunal Panel
requesting Alfred’s exemption from military service, resultant of which was an
additional deferment. When Alfred enlisted in the army at The Priory, New
Romney, on 15 December 1916 he stated that he was 31 years and 172 days
old, and that he was a Grocer. Because both of Alfred’s parents were deceased
by the time that he had enlisted, and despite having two older brothers he named
his sister, Miss. Edith Maud Masey as his next of kin, possibly due to the fact that
she lived with him at “Cheriton Lodge,” New Romney, Kent. Following Alfred’s
death, most of the official correspondence in respect of same including the
provision of her late brothers medals, were sent to Edith, c/o Mrs. Grocott “The
Hook,” New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent. Despite the passage of two and a
half years; like thousands of other families post the Great War hostilities, the
Masey family was still unaware of Alfred’s place of burial, on 17 March 1920 his
eldest brother; John Hoad Masey wrote to the Officer Commanding No.2 Infantry
Office, Staines Road, Hounslow, Middlesex, requesting information appertaing to
Alfred’s burial location, to which a reply was sent two days later. By chance on 18
March 1920, staff at the No.2 Infantry Office, Hounslow, had posted the Memorial
Scroll commemorating Alfred, to John at 4 High Street, New Romney, and as
such John’s letter and the scroll must have crossed in the post. John Hoad

22



Masey had served in the Great War as a Sapper in the Royal Engineers, as had
another of the Masey brothers, he being Corporal Albert B. Masey of Cheriton
Lodge, West Street, New Romney.

MAUDE, JOHN WILLIAM ASHLEY. Second Lieutenant.

10th (Service) Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps.

Died Monday 23 August 1915. Aged 29.

Born St. George Hanover Square, London 12 October 1885.

Only son of the late Frederick William Maude, J.P., and of Mrs. Ellen Maud
Maude (née Kelk) of Park Place, Englefield Green, Surrey.

Buried Rue-du-Bacquerot (13th London) Graveyard, Laventie, Pas de Calais,
France. Grave Ref: C. 13.

John was educated at Eton and Balliol College Oxford, where his name
appeared on the Honours List on leaving. In 1912 John was called to the Bar. At
the commencement of the Great War John volunteered for military service and
was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the King's Royal Rifle Corps. After
service at home John served in France with the 10th (Service) Battalion, King's
Royal Rifle Corps from 31 July 1915, but just twenty three days later he was
killed in action near Laventie. In addition to residing at “The EIms.” New Romney,
Kent, John’s parents also had a London residence at 9, Cadogan Gardens,
Kensington, London, SW3. The London address is from where John'’s father sent
a letter on 13 March 1922, requesting his late sons’ three medals for his service
in the Great War. In addition to being a member of New Romney Town Council,
Frederick William Maude, J.P., also held the office of Baron of the Cinque Ports.
John’s father was born on 28 February 1857, and died on 9 February 1923 at the
age of 65, and was the son of Colonel Sir George Ashley Maude K.C.B. John’s
mother who was the daughter of Sir John Kelk, Bt, died on 3 April 1938. The
Maude Memorial Sports Grounds at Station Road, New Romney, were left to the
town for use by sports teams in 1925 by John's father, who was the President of
the New Romney football and cricket clubs, both teams still play matches there.

MERRICK, WILLIAM. Lance Corporal, S/53.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Monday 9 August 1915.

Born Malvern, Worcestershire. Enlisted Ashford, Kent. Resided New Romney,
Romney Marsh, Kent.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 12.
William was employed as a Fisherman when he was recalled as an army
reservist, having previously served as a regular soldier in the 21st Lancers
(Empress of India's) prior to the Great War. On 13 August 1914, aged 31 years
and 142 days, William was attested at Ashford, Kent, to serve in The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment). William served on the Western Front from 27 October 1914.
Originally William was posted as ‘Missing’ but later for official purposes his death
was presumed to have occurred on 9 August 1915. At the start of the Great War
the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) was stationed Fermoy, County
Cork, Ireland, from where it departed on 12 August 1914, and proceeded to
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Cambridge where it arrived exactly a week later. After having been joined by 554
reservists, many of whom were veterans of the Second Boer War or the
Northwest Frontier of India, and in some cases both, their experience and it as
was with of some of the regulars, combined with the youthful enthusiasm of some
of the younger members of the battalion set them in good stead when the
battalion set foot on French soil at St. Nazaire on 9 September 1914, having
crossed from Southampton aboard the SS Minneapolis. Following a number of
moves, the battalion arrived at Courcelles and took over front line trenches to the
north east of Vailly sur Aisne at 0230 hours on 21 September, at the time
relieving the 1st Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers and the 4th Battalion, Royal
Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). Private Herbert Cole aged 21 from
Battersea, London, became the first of at least 1120 other ranks in the battalion
to die during the Great War, the second being 30 year old Private Young T.E.
Town from Milton Regis, Sittingbourne, Kent. John was one of 23 other ranks in
his battalion who lost their lives on 9 August 1915.

MORGAN, THOMAS JAMES. Sergeant, TF/315183.

16th (Sussex Yeomanry) Battalion, (Territorial Force) Royal Sussex Regiment.
Died Wednesday 18 September 1918. Aged 29.

Enlisted Horsham, Sussex.

Son of George and Matilda Morgan of the High Street, New Romney, Kent.
Buried Ste Emilie Valley Cemetery, Villers-Faucon, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: Grave Il. D. 16.

Commemorated on the parish tribute at the parish church of St. Peter & St. Paul,
Church Lane, Ashington, Pulborough, West Sussex.

Thomas’s battalion was formed at Mersa Matruh, Egypt, on Wednesday 3
January 1917 from dismounted Sussex Yeomanry, and was attached to the
230th Brigade, 74th (Yeomanry) Division. On Wednesday 1 May 1918, the
battalion left from Alexandria, Egypt and landed at Marseilles, France on
Tuesday 7 May 1918. Although the 74th (Yeomanry) Division had spent most of
the time that it had existed during the Second World War fighting in Palestine, its
worst casualty returns were those for September 1918, it being the same month
that Thomas fell, when 185 officers and 3,333 other rank casualties were
recorded. Thomas lost his life during the ‘Battle of Epéhy 1918, which was
undertaken in the wake of successful encounters by Americans at St. Mihiel
between 12 and 15 September 1918, and by the British at Havringcourt on 12
September 1918. The attacks at Epéhy were directed against forward outposts of
the Hindenburg Line, which were chiefly carried out by General Sir Henry
Rawlinson’s Fourth Army, of which Thomas’s battalion was a part, on
Wednesday 18 September 1918. Only a few tanks could be provided for the
attack, and in an attempt to surprise the Germans, the almost customary artillery
barrages normally fired prior to the infantry attacks were not ordered. Instead of
the preliminary bombardments, 1,488 guns fired concentration shots at 0520
hours which was the operation's zero hour, and from then supported the infantry
with a creeping barrage. In addition to the artillery support, approximately 300
machine guns were also made available for the attack on Epéhy. As was the
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situation with all the infantry battalions taking part in the attack, Thomas’s
battalion was both helped and hindered by the conditions which prevailed.
German atrtillery quickly responded to their opposite numbers shortly after zero
hour, and the combinations of all the smoke generated by the heavy guns and
resulting shell burst, added to the prevailing rain, resulted in the early stages of
the attack being carried out in a dense fog, and restricted vision to about a dozen
yards. The fog, whilst provided superb cover for the attacking troops, also made
it very difficult for them to maintain contact with each other, or keep going forward
in the right direction. Reading of the days events revealed that the fog had also
disorientated the enemy defenders of Epéhy, which had included incidents of
Germans being taken prisoner having been surprised after facing in the wrong
direction immediately prior to capture. By 0715 hours, all of the objectives
assigned to Thomas's brigade had been taken, and by the end of the day it had
captured approximately 750 of the enemy, two batteries of field guns, a 4.2
howitzer, several trench mortars, and at least fifty machine guns. Thomas was
one of the 9 other ranks deaths suffered by his battalion on the day that he died.
Although the Germans held steady on both flanks at Epéhy, they were soundly
defeated in the center by the Allied advance, led by two Australian divisions
under General John Monash. By the end of the day, the Allies had advanced
some three miles, a modest result that nonetheless encouraged Sir Douglas Haig
and his fellow commanders to proceed with further attacks to capitalize on the
emerging German weaknesses. By the end of the month, pressing their
advantage and pushing ahead with their so-called "Hundred Days Offensive," the
Allies had done the seemingly impossible, and broken the formidable Hindenburg
Line, it being in no small part as the result of ‘Battle of Epéhy 1918,” on
Wednesday 18 September. Thomas’s father; George Morgan was a New
Romney Town Councillor, and the proprietor of a Butchers shop at the High
Street, New Romney.

MURRAY, NORMAN CAIRNS. Captain.

1/7th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment.

Died Friday 30 June 1916.

Son of Mrs. Rowe of Cold Harbour Farm, Kingston, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Hébuterne Military Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: I. F. 12.

Prior to the commencement of the Great War, Norman was a Cadet in the
Berkhamsted School Contingent, (Junior Division), of the Officers Training Corps.
On 10 July 1914, Norman was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the
1/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment. At the
commencement of the Great War, as part of the 143rd Brigade, 48th (South
Midland) Division, Norman’s battalion along with the other battalions of which the
division was comprised, had just departed for its annual summer camp when
emergency orders recalled them back to their home base. All units were
mobilised for full time war service on Wednesday 5 August 1914, and moved to
concentrate in the Chelmsford area of Essex by mid August 1914. Doubtless due
to wartime necessities; on Saturday 24 October 1914, Norman was quickly
promoted to the rank of (Temporary) Lieutenant in the 1/7th (Territorial Force)
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Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment, which was also part of the 143rd
Brigade, 48th (South Midland) Division. On Saturday 13 March 1915, the 48th
(South Midland) Division was notified that it would be going on overseas service
as part of the British Expeditionary Force, and entrainment began a week later.
Divisional HQ, the Gloucester & Worcester and South Midland Brigades went to
France from Folkestone to Boulogne-sur-Mer. All of the other units went from
Southampton to the busy French port of Havre, and Norman sailed with his
battalion on Tuesday 22 March 1915. By Saturday 3 April 1915 the division had
regrouped and was concentrated near Cassel. Norman was killed in action on
Friday 30 June 1916, south-west of the village of Hébuterne as was 21 year old
Bernard Lapworth of Nuneaton, whilst their battalion prepared to take part in ‘The
Battle of Albert’ during the first day of the overall ‘Battle of the Somme 1916." The
48th (South Midland) Division held the line between the 56th (London) and the
31st Divisions, both of which were heavily engaged at Gommecourt and Serre
respectively on Saturday 1 July 1916. Hebuterne Military Cemetery where
Norman is at rest, was begun by the 48th (South Midland) Division in August
1915, and was used by fighting units and Field Ambulances (particularly those of
the 56th (London) Division) until the spring of 1917; and it was reopened in 1918.

NOAKES, ALBERT. Private, 123870.

268th Battalion, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry).

Died Tuesday 26 March 1918.

Born Hastings, Sussex. Enlisted Woolwich, Kent. Resided Erith, Kent.

Buried Douchy-les-Ayette British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: IV. G. 1.

Formerly Rifleman, 33124, Rifle Brigade. By Saturday 10 June 1922, Albert’'s war
medals had not been issued to any member of his family. Unfortunately it has not
been possible to ascertain any clear cut details of Albert’s family for inclusion on
this brief tribute to him. Amongst the problems encountered whilst attempting to
find out details about Albert’'s parents or any other of his family members, was
that at the time of the 1901 census there was three Hastings, Sussex natives
named Albert Noakes, who were all still residing at Hastings at the time, and in
view of their respective years of birth as entered on the census, the casualty
commemorated at New Romney could be any one of the three. In much the
same way that it has proved to have been impossible thus far to add his family
details, details about Albert’s army service have also proved to be very basic i.e.
that he had formerly been a member of the Rifle Brigade as shown above. It
might be of significance that the 268th Battalion, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry)
was formed in England during October 1917. Albert’s battalion later moved to
France for service on the Western Front, and there joined the 42nd (East
Lancashire) Division on Sunday 20 January 1918. On Saturday 23 February
1918, the battalion was moved into No. 42 Battalion, Machine Gun Corps
(Infantry), being comprised of four separate companies, with a company attached
to each of the three of the divisional infantry brigades, and the other company in
Divisional Reserve. As Albert’'s date of death is recorded as post Saturday 23
February 1918, it might signify that he had died of wounds prior to that date.
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PENNEFATHER, CHARLES LOUIS. Captain.
2nd Battalion, Rifle Brigade.

Died Wednesday 14 June 1916. Age 22.

Born Pembroke, Pembrokeshire, Wales.
Second son of Major William Vaughton Pennefather, and of Mrs. Louise Mary
Pennefather (née Banks) of “The Green Court,” New Romney, Kent.

Buried Aveluy Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: Grave B. 35.

Commemorated in the parish church of All Saints, Staplehurst, Kent.

Charles was Gazetted as a Second Lieutenant in the Rifle Brigade on 15 August
1914. On 5 November 1914, Charles embarked with the 2nd Battalion, Rifle
Brigade at the port of Southampton, the battalion commanded by Lieutenant R.B.
Stephens sailed from Southampton at 0200 hours on 6 November 1914 and
arrived at the French port of Harve the following day. Charles was wounded at
Fromelles, Nord, France on 9 May 1915. On the day that Charles was wounded
at Fromelles, his battalion had attacked enemy trenches and had eventually
captured and held them, but at a price. Following the days engagement, when
the roll call was taken, the fighting strength of the 2nd Battalion, Rifle Brigade
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was made up of 2 officers and 195 other ranks; a total of 629 of all ranks in the
battalion had been killed, wounded or missing. Charles was promoted to the rank
of Captain on 14 January 1916. On 14 December 1917, Charles’'s father
submitted a formal application to be furnished with the 1914/15 Star awarded to
his late son, but did not bother to apply for his own Great War medals until 22
July 1925. Major Pennefather served in France with the Welch Regiment from 18
July 1915. Died at New Romney on 11 January 1939, it being just three days
prior to his seventy seventh birthday. Charles’s brother Richard Pennefather who
also resided at The Green Court, New Romney, Kent, served as a Lieutenant
and Captain in the 11th Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps during the Great War,
and served on the Western Front from 21 July 1915.

PHILPOTT, WALTER. Pioneer, 26157.

26th Field Company, Royal Engineers. 1st Division.

Died Sunday 1 November 1914. Aged 22.

Born Stanford, Hythe, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent. Resided New Romney, Kent.
Son of Frederick William and Flora Agnes Philpott (née Wright) of Stone House,
New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 9.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Philpott family resided at East Leigh Court
Farm, Lyminge, Folkestone, Kent. Head of the house was 34 year old Saltwood,
Hythe, Kent native Frederick William Philpott, who was a Farmer employing men.
Following Great Britain’s declaration of war with Germany, the War Office issued
orders for mobilisation of the British Expeditionary Force in accordance with the
existing plans. The thirteen Field Companies of the Royal Engineers which were
then at home on a peacetime establishment, were immediately reorganised to
create twelve Field Companies, two being allotted for service in each of the six
Divisions of the British Expeditionary Force was comprised. Men required to
bring these Companies up to war establishment units came from the Royal
Engineers Training Depot at Aldershot, Hampshire, and which were mounted
men, and the Royal Engineers Reserve Battalion and Depot Companies that
were based at Chatham, Kent, and which were dismounted men. The 5th, 11th,
17th, 23rd, 26th, 56th, 57th, 59th Field Companies, Royal Engineers, and the 1st
Field Squadron, 4th Field Troop, Royal Engineers, were amongst the units of
Walter's corps that landed in France on Friday 14 August 1914 in the British
Expeditionary Force. Following its arrival in France, the 26th Field Company,
Royal Engineers which was part of the 1st Division, end leading up to Walter’'s
death it took part in the Retreat from Mons 23 August — 5 September 1914, Battle
of Mons 23/24 August 1914, The Marne 7-10 September 1914, The Aisne 12-15
September 1914, and Ypres 19 October — 22 November 1914. Walter's medal
card entry records his date of entry to the French war theatre as being on
Monday 17 August 1914.
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POLDEN, BERTRAM (Bert) HENRY. Stoker 1st Class, K/12599.

Royal Navy, H.M. Submarine E/14.

Died Monday 28 January 1918. Aged 24.

Born Overton, Winchester, Hampshire 3 September 1893.

Son of Thomas and Elizabeth Polden (née Prior) of New Romney, Kent.
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 29, as shown above.
Bertram was a brother of Dick Polden who is the next casualty briefly
commemorated below. There father had a Grocers shop in the High Street, New
Romney for several years. Unfortunately, Bertram is erroneously commemorated
by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission as serving on H.M. Submarine
E/4, which survived the Great War and was sold for scrapping at Upnor, Kent in
1921. Regretably, in addition to the error by the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission, the commemoration of Bertram on the memorial plaque in St.
Nicholas’s church also has an error, it being that at the time of his death he is
shown as having been a member of the crew of H.M. Submarine B/14, which
never existed, as the Royal Navy “B” class submarines were numbered from B/1
to B/11. After carrying out additional research, it was reveled that Bertram was in
fact numbered amongst the 23 crew members of H.M. Submarine E/14, which
was lost in the Dardanelles on Monday 28 January 1918, and which resulted in
the posthumous award of the Victoria Cross for her commander, 31 year old
Lieutenant Commander Geoffrey Saxton White who was a native of Bromley,
Kent. The following verbatim extract from the London Gazette, No. 31354, which
is dated Saturday 24 May 1919, records the following:- “For most conspicuous
gallantry and devotion to duty as Commanding Officer of H.M. Submarine E.14.
on the 28th of January, 1918. E.14. left Mudros on the 27th of January, under
instructions to force the Narrows and attack the "Goeben," which was reported
aground off Nagara Point after being damaged during her sortie from the
Dardanelles. The latter vessel was not found and E.14. turned back. At about
8.45 a.m. on the 28th of January a torpedo was fired from E.14. at an enemy
ship; 11 seconds after the torpedo left the tube a heavy explosion took place,
caused all the lights to go out, and sprang the fore hatch. Leaking badly the boat
was blown to 15 feet, and at once a heavy fire came from the forts, but the hull
was not hit. E.14. then dived and proceeded on her way out. Soon afterwards the
boat became out of control and as the air supply was nearly exhausted,
Lieutenant-Commander White decided to run the risk of proceeding on the
surface. Heavy fire was immediately opened from both sides, and, after running
the gauntlet for half-an-hour, being steered from below, E.14. was so badly
damaged that Lieutenant-Commander White turned towards the shore in order to
give the crew a chance of being saved. He remained on deck the whole time
himself until he was killed by a shell." Miraculously, 9 of the crew of H.M.
Submarine E/14 survived the Turkish gunfire, and were taken prisoner.
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POLDEN, DICK. Rifleman, 702606.

“A” Company, 2nd/23rd (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment.

Died Monday 14 October 1918.

Born Kenley, Surrey. Enlisted Oxford Street, West London. Resided New
Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Son of Thomas and Elizabeth Polden (née Prior) of New Romney, Kent.
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 150 to 153.

Formerly Private, 5322, 9th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment,
(Queen Victoria’s Rifles). Aged 19, Dick's was a very early Great War Territorial
Force enlistment, as he enlisted in the Territorial Force for 4 years service in the
United Kingdom on Monday 10 August 1914, at 56 Davies Street, Oxford Street,
West London, at which time he stated that he was employed as a Footman. It
was at 56 Davies Street, that Dick signed a copy of Army Form E.624 exactly a
year after his enlistment, on the latter occasion it was to sign to agree to serve
overseas. With casualties rising on the Western Front, on Saturday 25 June 1916
Dick was posted to France to serve in the British Expeditionary Force. Having
served for 161 days with the B.E.F., on Friday 15 June 1917, Dick embarked for
service in Salonica and arrived at Alexandria, Egypt on Thursday 28 June 1917
on-route to Salonica where he served for 194 days before returning to serve in
Egypt. On Saturday 9 March 1918, Dick was admitted to the military hospital at
Abbassia, Egypt suffering with Diphtheria, at which time Abbassia was a large
Training Centre on the outskirts of Cairo, about five miles out in the desert to the
North East. He was discharged from the hospital on Friday 5 April 1918 and
rejoined his unit. Dick sailed from Alexandria on 23 June 1918 and arrived at the
Italian port of Taranto on Sunday 30 June 1918 on his way back to the Western
Front. From Monday 16 September 1918 to Monday 30 September 1918, Dick
was granted 14 days leave to the United Kingdom via the port of Calais. During
his leave period, it was the last time that he saw his parents at New Romney.
Only a fortnight after retuning to his unit in Belgium, whilst serving as a Lewis
Gunner Dick was killed, but he was initially posted as missing. For official
purposes, on Friday 8 August 1919, Dick was presumed to have died on or after
Monday 14 October 1918. In addition to Bertram and Dick, three other Polden
brothers also served in the Great War; Desmond (Des) served as an Able Bodied
Seaman in the Royal Navy having enlisted as a Boy Entrant. Reginald (Reg)
served as a Driver in 1 Battery, Royal Horse Atrtillery, and Thomas (Tom) Richard
Polden served as a Stoker in the Royal Navy. Despite now having researched
and transcribing thousands of casualties’ details and attempting to provide
additional information on as many people as possible for inclusion on this
website, and for other people and organisations, the transcriber is always aware
of the grief which is suffered by the relatives of victims of war. The reason for
making mention of same is that occasionally during the mid 1960’s, the
transcriber of these brief commemorations had the pleasure of working with ‘Des’
Polden, one of the three brothers who survived the Great War, and as such it felt
a ‘bit close to home’ adding the brief commemorations of his two brothers here.
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POLHILL, ROBERT. M.M. LANCE Corporal, 20151.

6th (Service) Battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment.

Died 27 August 1918.

Born Hastings, Sussex. Enlisted Marylebone, Middlesex. Resided Northolt,
Middlesex.

Son of Frank Harry Polhill and Jane Polhill (née Dann).

Buried Bulls Road Cemetery, Flers, Somme, France. Grave Ref: Il. A. 11.
Formerly Private, MS/2894, 7th Divisional Supply Column, Army Service Corps.
It would appear that the Polhill family had moved from Hastings, Sussex, reside
at to Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent, about 1892, as at the time of the 1901 census,
when the family resided at the High Street, New Romney, Edward Polhill who
was one of Robert’s younger brothers was recorded by the census enumerator
as having been a 10 year old native of Hastings, and their 9 year old brother as
being a native of Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent. Head of the house was 46 year old
Folkestone, Kent, native Frank Harry Polhill, who was an Own Account (Barge)
Waterman. It was whilst he was serving as a member of the Army Service Corps
that Robert was awarded the Military Medal. Unfortunately, it is as a member of
his former corps that Robert has been commemorated on the brass war
memorial plaque in St. Nicholas’s church, and not as a member of the
Dorsetshire Regiment, in which he was serving at the time of his death.

POPE, ALBERT ERNEST. Private, G/24777.

2nd Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment).

Died Sunday 27 October 1918. Aged 41.

Born Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent. Enlisted New Romney, Kent. Resided Crockley
Green, New Romney, Kent.

Son of Edward and Frances Pope of New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Buried British Military Cemetery, Tezze, Italy. Grave Ref: Plot 5. Row B. Grave 3.
Formerly Private, G/9647, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Having served on the Western Front from Tuesday 6 October 1914, the 2nd
Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment), 34 officers and 860 other
ranks strong departed from Avins, France on Sunday 18 November 1917 on two
trains, heading for Italy. Traveling via Chalons, Marseilles, Oreglia, Parma, and
Lenago, the journey ended at Midday on 24 November when the pair of trains
arrived at Montagana. On Monday 21 October 1918, eleven months after the
battalion had arrived at Montagana, Commonwealth forces comprising the XIVth
Corps (7th and 23rd Divisions), which as part of the 7th Division had included
Albert’s battalion, having been transferred from the Asiago sector, took over the
part of the River Piave front from Salletuol to Palazzon, serving as part of the
Italian Tenth Army. The village of Tezze in the Province of Treviso, Italy, was
captured by the Austrians during the advance in the autumn of 1917, and then
remained in their hands until the Allied forces crossed the River Piave at the end
of October 1918. On the night of Wednesday 23 October, the main channel of
the river was crossed using small boats and the northern half of the island of
Grava di Papadopoli was occupied, the occupation being completed two nights
later by a combined Commonwealth and Italian force. After the capture of the
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island, the bridging of the Piave proceeded rapidly, although the strength of the
current meant that the two bridges built for the crossing were frequently broken
and many men were drowned. At 2130 hours on the night of Saturday 26
October 1918 the battalion left its bivouacs south west of Maserada, and moved
down to a pontoon bridge which had been thrown across the main stream of the
river Piave to the island of Grava di Papadopoli. Albert’s battalion crossed the
Piave under the cover of darkness at 2300 hours, following on behind the 8th
(Service) Battalion, Devonshire Regiment, and at 2330 hours guns of the Royal
Artillery commenced a preliminary bombardment of the enemy positions. An hour
after the British bombardment had started, Austrian gunners had begun firing
retaliatory barrages. Resultant of the dark, and probably the harassment by the
Austrian artillery the battalion experienced some difficulty in getting into its
allotted assembly positions, but by 0100 hours the following morning all was well
and the battalion dug-in. The Allied attack east of the Piave began early in the
morning of Sunday 27 October, with the 2nd Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West
Surrey Regiment) moving off in artillery formation by platoons at 0615 hours,
following the 1st Battalion, South Staffordshire Regiment, that was in close
support of the 22nd (Service) Battalion, Manchester Regiment, which was the
assaulting battalion during the attack. Despite having to cross difficult terrain in
companies, the officers of Albert's battalion managed to keep impeccable
direction, and after reaching the far bank of the river, the centre of the battalion
found itself opposite Vendrame, which was exactly the centre of their brigade
front. At about 0800 hours, the battalion arrived at the edge of a broad, deep
stream, which had to be forded in single file, which having been crossed the
stream, the officers waited for fresh orders. About three hours after the stream
crossing, new orders were received and the battalion moved on again. On
reaching an enemy trench line running north-west and south-east in front of San
Michaele Piave, the battalion consolidated the line. Having continued working on
consolidating its new position for several hours, at 1800 hours welcome rations
and ammunition arrived, and the battalion settled down for the night. At about
1930 hours, unwelcome news arrived from the 1st Battalion, South Staffordshire
Regiment, saying that an Austrian prisoner had revealed that three Austrian
regiments were forming up outside Tezze in order to take part in a counter-
attack. After contacting Brigade headquarters for conformation of the news about
the impending enemy attack, which was confirmed, “C” Company of Albert’s
battalion was sent up to assist the South Staffordshire Regiment’s soldiers,
where they lined a road and dug-in. Although the remainder of the 2nd Battalion,
The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment) stood to all through the bitterly cold
night, all passed quietly and with no casualties. Although purely speculation on
the part of the transcriber of these brief commemorations, but it would seem
likely that Albert, who was one of the six other ranks in his battalion who lost their
lives on Sunday 27 October 1918, had been a member of “C” Company that had
been sent to assist the 1st Battalion, South Staffordshire Regiment near Tezze.
Despite stiff resistance and difficulties with bringing forward supporting troops
across the river Piave, the Austrians were forced back over the next few days
until the Armistice came into effect on Monday 4 November.
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RICHARDSON, FREDERICK, WILLIAM. Signalman, 233380.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Pheasant.

Died Thursday 1 March 1917. Aged 27.

Born Kessingland, Lowestoft, Suffolk 27 September 1889.

Son of Frederick W. and Mary E. Richardson.

Commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial. Panel 21.

At the time of the 1901 census, Frederick was a pupil at the Royal Hospital
School, Greenwich, Kent, which at that time was Britain's largest school of
navigation and seamanship, part of which is now the National Maritime Museum.
Frederick’s ship was a 1025 ton Admiralty Moon Class Destroyer, which was built
by the Fairfield Ship Building. & Engineering Co., Ltd., of Glasgow, Govan,
Scotland as part of the War Emergency Programme, and was launched on
Monday 23 October 1916. On Thursday 1 March 1917 she was mined off the
Orkney Islands with the loss of all 89 hands outside Scapa Flow, and about a
mile to the west of the Old Man of Hoy. At the time of her loss she was acting as
a dispatch ship for the Grand Fleet. The drift mine which sunk H.M.S. Pheasant
was located in ‘Barrage 39’ and had been laid by the German uboat U-80, which
was commanded by 34 year old Kapitéanleutnant, Alfred von Glasenapp.

SOUTHERDEN, HAROLD FRANK. Third Mate.

Mercantile Marine, S.S. Scottish Monarch.

Died Tuesday 29 June 1915. Aged 19.

Born New Romney, Kent.

Son of Spencer and Alice Southerden (née Peskett) of “Delapre House,” New
Romney, Kent.

Buried St. James Churchyard, Kilkhampton, Bude, Cornwall.

Four of those who perished when the S.S. Scottish Monarch was sunk are at rest
at St James Churchyard, Kilkhampton, two of whom are unidentified. Built in
1906 by Russell & Co., Port Glasgow, Scotland, the 5043 ton S.S. Scottish
Monarch was launched on 10 October 1906, and was owned by the Monarch
Steam Ship Co., Ltd., of Glasgow. The S.S. Scottish Monarch was bound from
New York for Manchester with a cargo of sugar when she was intercepted at
0200 hours, and was ultimately sunk by the guns of two German submarines on
29 June 1915, with the loss of 15 lives. After the submarines were spotted by the
crew of Harold’s ship, the steamer fled at full speed but was soon overhauled.
The submarines began firing without warning, and the ships crew took to the
boats and stood by until 0700 hours, when after thirty four shells had been fired
and the Scottish Monarch was afire fore and aft she sank about 40 miles south of
Ballycotton, County Cork, Ireland. Harold's elder brother Sidney Spencer
Southerden served during the Great War, as a Private in the 1st Battalion, The
Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Harold’'s father; Spencer Southerden ran a
Decorators business from West Street, New Romney, and for a number of years
was a member of the bell ringing team at St. Nicholas’s church, New Romney.
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N.B. The following casualty has been difficult to carry out much ‘armchair
research’ on, although the transcriber of these brief commemorations is fairly
confident of having traced the correct man, and a few other details appertaining
to him. Assuming that his was a Great War or war related death, it has not been
possible at the time of carrying out the transcriptions to ascertain his date of
death etcetera. It has been assumed that Percy was a member of the British
Mercantile Marine at the time of his demise. If he died in the Great War, or of war
related injuries prior to Wednesday 31 August 1921, Percy would be entitled to
an official commemoration by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
SOUTHERDEN, PERCY JAMES.

Mercantile Marine, SS Okara.

Born New Romney, Kent.

Percy’s birth was registered in the Romney Marsh Registration District during the
first quarter of 1898. In an attempt to find any family details about Percy, i.e. his
parents and/or siblings, a check of the 1901 census was made which showed
that on the night of the census, then aged 3 he was residing with relatives at the
Station Hotel, Edenbridge, Kent. Head of the house was 43 year old Welshman
Thomas Roberts who was the Hotel Proprietor, and was Percy’s uncle. Thomas'’s
wife Agnes was recorded by the census enumerator as being a 36 year old
native of Rye, Sussex. On the memorial plaque in St. Nicholas’s church, New
Romney, which commemorates the war deaths of the Great War, Percy is shown
as serving on the SS Okara. The 5,291 ton passenger cargo ship SS Okara was
built in 1895 by W. Denny & Bros, of Dunbarton, Scotland, and she was owned
by the British India Steam Navigation Company. Commanded by Captain Smith
the SS Okara was on a voyage to Rangoon, Burma (now Yangon, Myanmar)
with a cargo of coal, when she encountered a cyclone in the Bay of Bengal on
Sunday 6 May 1923. The stricken SS Okara sent out an SOS message reporting
that she was in peril, following the SOS two other British India Steam Navigation
Company ships both immediately went to her aid steaming at full speed. When
both of the ships which were the 4299 ton liner Angora which was commanded
by Captain Diamond, and the 6949 ton passenger cargo ship SS Takada which
was commanded by Captain Rowe, were approximately nine miles away from
the stricken SS Okara, they both heard only a flickering SOS and then nothing.
Regrettably both of the British India Steam Navigation Company ships failed to
reach the SS Okara in time to effect any sort of rescue attempt. No further signal
from the SS Okara was received and she sank along with the loss of all of her
crew and passengers, which was comprised of 11 Europeans and 70 Indians. It
would seem very unlikely that had Percy been one of the victims of the loss of
the SS Okara on Sunday 6 May 1923 which was not war related, that his name
would have been added to the memorial plaque. It has been very frustrating to
have not found out yet when the New Romney war memorial plague was
installed, which might have helped. We are now carrying out additional in-depth
research on Percy, as it would seem likely that he is numbered amongst the
thousands of CWGC non-commemorated casualties of both the world wars.
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STRINGER, FREDERICK WILLIAM. Lieutenant-Colonel.
Army Service Corps.

Died Friday 30 June 1916. Aged 43.

Born New Romney, Kent 7 May 1873.

Second son of Henry and Hariett Stringer (née Walker) of New Romney, Romney
Marsh, Kent.

Husband of Ruby Lowell Stringer (née Few) of 7, St. Mark's Court, London,
N.W.8.

Commemorated on memorial plague at Golders Green Crematorium, Hoop Lane,
London, NW11 7NL.

Frederick was educated at Charterhouse School, Godalming, Surrey. By the time
of his death, Frederick had served in the army for 22 years, having enlisted as a
Second Lieutenant in the Lincolnshire Regiment in 1894. Frederick later served
in the 2nd Battalion of the regiment, which had included time spent as the
Battalion Adjutant during the Second Boer (1899-1902) in South Africa, serving
there from 1899 to 1901. Purely speculation on the part of the transcriber of
these brief commemorations, but it was probably during his time spent serving in
South Africa that Frederick probably met his future wife, Miss Ruby Lowell Few
who was the third daughter of Joseph Few of Kimberly, South Africa. Frederick
and Ruby married in 1902, it being the same year that he transferred to the Army
Service Corps as a Captain. In 1909, Frederick was appointed as the Adjutant of
the Army Service Corps Training Establishment at Aldershot, Hampshire.
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STONHAM, CHARLES THOMAS. Corporal, G/5803.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Tuesday 24 April 1917. Aged 47.

Born Sheerness, Isle of Sheppey, Kent. Enlisted Deptford, Kent. Resided Honor
Oak Park, London.

Son of Edwin John Stonham and Annie Jane Stonham (née Earle) of the Mill
House, New Romney, Kent.

Husband of Edith May Stonham (née Webb) of 17, Gabriel Street, Honor Oak
Park, Forest Hill, London S.E.23.

Buried Lillers Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: V. D. 13.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Stonham family resided at 88, Alma Road,
Sheerness, Isle of Sheppey, Kent, where the then 30 year old Charles was
recorded by the census enumerator as being the head of the house, and as
being employed as a Grocers Assistant. Charles. When Charles enlisted at
Deptford, Kent on 8 February 1915, at the age of 42 years and 270 days, he
stated that he was employed as a Commercial Traveller, residing with his wife at
the above address, and that he had previously served for 4 years as a member
of the East Kent Volunteers, which would mean that he had apparently not
served in the army in any capacity since at least 1 April 1908, when the
Volunteers were replaced by the forming of the Territorial Force. Following his
basic training etcetera, Charles was posted to France on 12 May 1915, and only
eighteen days later he was hospitalized with gunshot wounds, he remained in
hospital until 9 July 1915 receiving treatment for his wounds. Suffering with
Trench Feet, Charles was hospitalized again from 29 December 1915 to 9
February 1916. He was appointed a (paid) Lance Corporal on 26 August 1916
and to the rank of Corporal on 29 September 1916. Just prior to Charles’s death,
his wife Edith received a telegram from the Officer Commanding the 58 Casualty
Clearing Station, which was also known as the West Riding Casualty Clearing
Station based at Lillers Pas de Calais, France. The telegram basically stated that
although Charles was a patient at the 58 Casualty Clearing Station and had been
dangerously wounded, regrettably permission for Edith to visit her dying husband
could not be granted. Another telegram sent from Lillers to the No.2 Infantry
Records Office at Hounslow, Middlesex on Tuesday 24 April 1917, contained the
information that Charles had died of his wounds, which had included serious
gunshot wounds to his hips and pelvis. Four days after Charles had died; his
then widow received another telegram informing her of his death. The 58
Casualty Clearing Station where Charles died, has an obscure but nonetheless
tangible link to New Romney, the 58 C.C.S. was based at Lillers from October
1915 to April 1918; but from Lillers it was moved north to the town of Arques,
which is twinned with New Romney. For anybody with even only a passing
interest an interest in the county of Kent, and its fallen sons and daughters,
mention should be made of the fact that Charles is at rest in the same cemetery
as 33 year old Folkestone, Kent native Corporal William Cotter V.C., who was the
only soldier of The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) to be awarded the Victoria Cross
during the years of the Great War.
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TROLLOPE, DOUGLAS KENNEDY. R.N. Lieutenant.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Tobago.

Died Wednesday 11 December 1918. Aged 21.

Born 22 Cleveland Gardens, Paddington, London 9 February 1897.

Second son of Henry Charles Trollope and Kathleen Trollope (née Kennedy) of
“Haslemere,” Littlestone-on-sea, New Romney, Kent.

Buried Dalmeny and South Queensferry Cemetery, Edinburgh, Scotland.

Grave Ref: 441.

Commemorated on his parents headstone, at New Romney Cemetery, Kent, as
shown above.

Douglas was baptised at the parish church of Christ Church, Lancaster Gate,
Westminster, Middlesex on 23 March 1897. At the time of the 1901 census, the
Trollope family resided at 25, Cleveland Gardens, Paddington, London. Head of
the house was 41 year old Henry Charles Trollope who was a native Streatham,
London, and was employed as a Surveyor. Douglas was educated at Osborne
and Dartmouth Naval Colleges. In July 1918, Douglas was promoted from Acting
Lieutenant to Lieutenant. As Douglas is shown as having died of an illness as
opposed to an accident or of lingering war wounds, in view of his date of death
he might well have been a victim of the world wide Influenza pandemic which
lasted from approximately July 1918 to April 1919, with a major peak in the
United Kingdom occurring between September 1918 and January 1919. The
Influenza pandemic eventually claimed more victims than the war related deaths
of the Great War. Douglas’s ship was a 1,087 ton Thornycroft 'S’ class destroyer
which was built at Southampton, and launched on 5 July 1918. H.M.S. Tobago
was mined on 12 November 1920, patched and towed to Malta by H.M.S.
Centurion. Repairs to the destroyer were considered to be uneconomical, the
result of which was that she was sold, and broken for scrap in 1922. Douglas’s
father; Henry Charles Trollope who was a well respected New Romney Town
Councillor for a number of years, and served as the Mayor of New Romney in
1916; he died at Littlestone-on-sea, Kent, on 13 July 1935, aged 75.
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WALSH, WILLIAM GEORGE. Private, 2574.

2nd/14th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Scottish).
Died Sunday 22 November 1914. Aged 27.

Enlisted Barnet, Hertfordshire. Resided Cardiff.

Son of William and Jane Cooper Walsh.

Buried Hitchin Cemetery, St Johns Road, Hitchin, Hertfordshire.

Grave Ref: NE. 452.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Walsh family resided at Grand Parade,
Littlestone-on-sea, New Romney, Kent. Head of the house was 47 year old
Barnet native William Walsh (senior), who was employed as an Engineer.
William’s battalion was formed in London during September 1914, which is where
it continued to serve until a move to Dorking, Surrey in January 1915.
Unfortunately, as his death certificate or similar supporting documentation has
not been sighted by us, at the time of posting these brief commemorations on
this website, it has proved impossible to ascertain the cause of William’s death.

WATTS, JACK. The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). No trace at all.

Although the inscription in rememberance of this casualty on the memorial
plaque at St. Nicholas’s, New Romney, is perfectly clear, and in addition to which
it shows both his Christian and surname, and also regiment served in, but in view
of the number of errors appertaining to the names and regiments that were noted
whilst researching the casualties of both world wars on the plaque, it is possible
that an error is also applicable here. By using the now indispensible ‘Geoff’s
Search Engine’ by Geoff Sullivan, a total of eight Great War casualties of The
Buffs (East Kent Regiment) were found, but none were the New Romney
casualty. By checking SDGW, only two casualties named Jack Watts were found,
neither of them were the right man. Several other checks of a number of data
sources were carried out in an attempt to identify the above casualty, which had
included checking variants of Christian and surnames, in addition to searching
different regiments and corps, but all to no avail. Whilst it is of course possible
that Jack Watts is numbered amongst the thousands of Commonwealth
casualties from both world wars, who are still not officially commemorated by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, but in view of not being able to access
any supporting data appertaining to him, including lack of census entries, on this
occasion it would seem likely that ‘Jack’ is probably commemorated by the
CWGC but with a different name, it being probably an alias. Another logical
explanation for jack not having an official form of commemoration is that he might
have been born post the date of the 1901 census, which would of course explain
why is not entered on same, and that he died of Great War related
wounds/injuries post Wednesday 31 August 1921, it being the cut off date for
commemoration of Great War casualties by the then Imperial War Graves
Commission. As was mentioned at the brief piece on Percy Southerden? it has
been very frustrating to have not found out yet when the New Romney war
memorial plaque was installed, which might have helped in the case of both
Percy, and also again here with ‘Jack Watts.’
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WHITEHEAD, ARCHIBALD SIDNEY. Private, T/1167.

1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Friday 7 January 1916. Aged 19.

Born Bilsington, Ashford, Kent. Resided St. Mary’'s, Romney Marsh, Kent.
Enlisted New Romney, Kent.

Son of Benjamin George and Harriet Whitehead (née Francis) of St. Mary’s, New
Romney, Kent.

Buried Amara War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: XXXI. D. 11.

Commemorated on Great War memorial plaque in the parish church of St. Mary
the Virgin, St. Mary in the Marsh, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Archibald’s parents Benjamin and Harriet Whitehead were the owners of the St.
Mary's in the Marsh village shop for many years. Archibald’s two younger
brothers who were both natives of Bilsington, despite their respective ages
served in the Great War. Leonard Whitehead served as a Private in the 35th
labour Company, Labour Corps, and Leslie as a Rifleman in the 6th (City of
London) Battalion, London Regiment. On Friday 4 January 1916, the 1st/5th
(Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) was at Ali-el-Gharbi.
The battalion moved up the river Tigris towards Sheikh Sa'ad, which is about 20
miles downstream of Kut-al-Amara, with all surplus stores being carried by river
barges The battalion only marched about eight miles due to the prevailing
inclement weather conditions, combined with the terrain encountered by the
battalion. During the day it was extremely hot, but at nightime the temperature
dropped to below freezing, and rations at the time consisted mainly of bully beef
and hard tack biscuits. On 6 January the march was resumed and enemy
outposts were reached, and engagements with the enemy commenced shortly
after midday, fortunately however casualties to the battalion were light. On Friday
7 January 1916 the ‘Battle of Sheikh Sa'ad’ was fought, at a point where the
Turkish Army had established a camp which held approximately 4000 troops.
During the battle, the 1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion advanced towards the
enemy, but as with the other units also attacking the entrenched Ottoman forces
during the battle, it did so without the help of supporting artillery, it being in stark
contrast to the opposition, as the battalion came under extremely heavy artillery
bombardment. As the day wore on the battalion started to suffer increasing
casualties, which included the death of the battalion Adjutant, 24 year old
Lieutenant Hugh S. Marchant, from Matfield, Paddock Wood, Kent. In addition to
the loss of the Adjutant, the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel J. M.
Munn-Mace was wounded, as was Major Eric Clarke. Archibald was one of the
thirty seven other ranks in his battalion who were killed in action at Sheikh Sa'ad
on Friday 7 January 1916. Despite the Turkish forces which were encamped at
Sheikh Sa'ad being in clearly an advantageous position, at the end of the day the
position remained a stalemate. Under the cover of darkness, several intelligence
gathering patrols were sent out from various British and Empire units, all of which
on returning to their lines reported that the enemy forces had by that time
withdrawn further up the river Tigris. The Turkish commander General Nur-Ud-
Din had taken the decision to make the move, which a number of commentators
have referred to as having been carried out very quietly, and probably swiftly. No
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one knew why the Turkish commander had made the strange decision to move
his forces from Sheikh Sa'ad,” but as the result of same he was sacked was only
a few days later on January 10 being replaced by Khalil Pasha. The month
before the ‘Battle of Sheikh Sa'ad’ was fought, General Nur-Ud-Din when
commanding the besieging force at Kut-al-Amara had attempted to offer General
Sir Charles Townshend immediate terms of surrender. He sent one of his Staff
Captains under a white flag, with a personal letter outlining his demand which
was rebuffed, and the Turkish Captain was sent back with a scathing retort
written by General Townshend. As all the 37 members of the 1st/5th (Territorial
Force) Battalion who died on Friday 7 January 1916 at Sheikh Sa'ad, are
recorded as having been killed in action, perhaps the way that they lost their lives
could in truth be described as being fortunate. British casualties at Sheikh Sa‘ad
were over 4000. The provision of adequate medical capacity and supplies had
not been high on the list of priorities for the limited transport from Basra, and the
under equipped Field Ambulances struggled to cope. The Meerut Division had
the capacity to cope with 250 casualties, but was faced with thousands. More
than 1000 wounded men were still lying out in the open, with barely even basic
first-aid administered to them, eleven days after the cessation of the fighting and
the Turkish departure. Of these, approximately 100 were also suffering from
Dysentery, and many of those who had been wounded during the ‘Battle of
Sheikh Sa'ad,’ later sadly succumbed to their woundings.

WILLIAMSON , HAROLD GODWIN. Second Lieutenant.

1st/6th (Territorial Force) Battalion, North Staffordshire Regiment.

Died Saturday 1 July 1916.

Born New Romney, Kent 1896.

Son of Arthur W. and Kate Williamson of “Oxnaford,” New Romney, Kent.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 14 B and 14 C.

Formerly Private, 3039, 1/9th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment,
(Queen Victoria’s Rifles). Harold served on the Western Front in France from 20
January 1915 with the above battalion until 3 November 1915, when he was
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 3rd/6th (Territorial Force) Battalion,
North Staffordshire Regiment. Due to operational requirements, Harold was later
transferred to serve in the 1st/6th (Territorial Force) Battalion, North Staffordshire
Regiment. He was killed in action on the first day of the ‘Battle of the Somme
1916." As part of the 137th Brigade, 46th (North Midland) Division; Harold’s
battalion was comprised of 23 officers and 765 other ranks and was commanded
by 41 year old Second Boer War veteran, Major (Temporary Lieutenant-Colonel)
Charles Edmund Boote of the 1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion. Justifiably, the
first day of the ‘Battle of the Somme 1916’ is remembered primarily for the British
casualties suffered, and Harold’s battalion was no exception with a casualty roll
of 305, when it took its part in General Sir Edmund Allenby’s Third Army, in a
diversionary attack on the Gommecourt Salient, at the extreme north of the
British fron line. The reason for the diversionary attack was to detract enemy
artillery fire from the left flank of the Forth Army’s attack on the village of Serre.
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WOOD, CHARLES EDWARD. Private, L/9869.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Tuesday 22 February 1916.

Born Hastings, Sussex. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided New Romney, Kent.
Son of the late John Wood of the Plough Inn, New Romney, Kent.
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 19.

At the time of the 1901 census, Charles, who was then aged 6, resided at 8
Middle Street, Hastings, Sussex, with his 41 year old widower father John Wood
who was employed as a Carpenter and Joiner. Whilst employed as a Golf Caddy
at the Littlestone Golf Club, aged 18, Charles had successfully enlisted as a
regular soldier on 27 September 1912, for a term of 7 years with the colours and
5 years in the reserve. It was his second attempt to enlist in the army, as on his
first attempt Charles had been rejected due to being under weight. Although at
the time of his death Charles was serving in the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment), the L prefix on his regimental number is indicative of him
having been a regular soldier. Charles was a former member of the 1st Battalion
of his regiment, and prior to the Great War he had served with the battalion at
Fermoy, County Cork, Ireland. He had been numbered amongst those who
sailed in the latter battalion from Southampton to St. Nazaire on 8 September
1914. He continued to serve in France until 13 August 1915. On 19 January 1915
Charles was at the 9th Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps, suffering
from a Foot Contusion, and on the last day of the month he was moved to the
2nd Casualty Clearing Station at Bailleul for further treatment in the casualty
evacuation chain, and remained at Bailleul for only a very short time, as he was
then sent to the No 10 General Hospital at Rouen the following day. Charles then
remained at that hospital until 16 March 1915, and then spent 3 days at the
Rouen Convalescent Camp. Deemed fit for active service, Charles was then
posted to the 6th Infantry Base Depot on 19 March 1915, where he then
remained until the last day of March when he was returned to his battalion. After
receiving a gunshot wound to his face on 9 August 1915. Initially Charles had
received treatment for his wounds in France, at the 16th Field Ambulance, Royal
Army Medical Corps, from where he was taken to the 17th Casualty Clearing
Station which was based at the hamlet of Remy Siding, Lijssenthoek near
Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium on 11 August 1915. From Remy Siding,
Charles began an evacuation journey which resulted in him returning to England
on 14 August 1915 for more treatment and Convalescence. He remained in
England for a period of 75 days, until 27 October 1915, when after being treated
for his wounds he was sent back to France again. Whilst all deaths in or resultant
of conflicts are by their very nature sad, that of Charles was notably so, as his
was the sole other rank suffered by his battalion on the day that he died. At the
time of his death, Charles was possibly serving in the Transport Section, having
gualified as a Transport Driver on 24 February 1914. In addition to the British
War Medal and the Victory Medal, Charles was also awarded the 1914 Star with
the date clasp, which is often eroniously referred to as the ‘Mons Bar.” Charles’s
father John Wood; died on 1 May 1916.
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WRAIGHT, JAMES WILLIAM J. Stoker 1st Class, 287391.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Vanguard. (RFR/CH/A/6394).

Died Monday 9 July 1917. Aged 39.

Born Eastbridge, Dymchurch, Romney Marsh, Kent 9 July 1878.

Son of Mrs. Elizabeth Masey (formerly Wraight), (née Stoakes) of Eastbridge,
Dymchurch, Romney Marsh, Kent, and of the late George Wraight.

Husband of Beatrice Mary Wraight (née Lennard) of Crockley Green, New
Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 24, as J. WRAIGHT as
shown above.

A survivor from the Battle of Jutland in which she was part of the Forth Battle
Squadron, H.M.S. Vanguard was a 19,560 ton St.Vincent class battleship. She
was commanded by Lieutenant Commander Alan C.H. Duke R.N, when she blew
up and sank to the north of the Golta peninsula in Flotta, Scapa Flow at
approximately 2320 hours on Monday 9 July 1917 with the loss of 843 lives. She
went down as the result of a magazine explosion in one of the two magazines
which served the ‘P’ and ‘Q’ turrets amidships. Following her loss an Admiralty
Court of Enquiry was convened, with three possible causes tendered, they being:
- (1) A spontaneous detonation of cordite, which had become unstable. (2) The
cordite having caught fire from heating in an adjacent compartment. (3)
Sabotage. To their credit Brian Budge from Kirkwall, and fellow enthusiast,
Jonathan Saunders from Gillingham, Kent, have carried out extensive research
over a number of years into the loss of James’s ship, and it as the result of their
findings that the actual death toll and following information has been ascertained.
The vast majority of those lost with H.M.S. Vanguard numbering 622, are
commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Although no formal cause for
the cordite explosion was ever found by the Court of Inquiry, the most likely
explanation is that a fire in a coal bunker or other neighbouring area simply
smoldered away undetected long enough to heat the cordite stored at an
adjoining bulkhead to dangerous levels, which eventually triggered an explosive
reaction. Although dwarfed by the losses such as the S.S. Lancastria off the
coast of France in the Second World War, the loss of H.M.S. Vanguard remains
Britain’s worst disaster in Home Waters. The wreck-site of the ship is now
thankfully designated as a controlled site under the Protection of Military
Remains Act. At the age of 41, James’s late father George Wraight; who was a
native of Guilford, Sussex, and employed as an Agricultural Labourer, died
during the last quarter of 1886. It would seem very likely that James’s actual
place of birth was at Barden’s Farm, Eastbridge, Dymchurch, Romney Marsh,
Kent, where the family resided for a number of years, and at the time of the 1881
census, James was recorded by the enumerator as residing at that address with
his family. James’s widowed mother married Tomas William Masey, in the
Romney Marsh district during the second quarter of 1896.
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The Great War

1914 -1919
Lost Men

ASHDOWN, FREDERICK JAMES. Lance Corporal G/15514.

6th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Monday 9 April 1917.

Born New Romney, Kent. Enlisted Tenterden, Kent. Resided Brabourne Lees,
Ashford, Kent.

Son of Albert George Ashdown and Rachel Ashdown (née Collick) of Prospect
Cottage, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent.

Buried Feuchy Chapel British Cemetery, Wancourt, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: 11.1.2.

Commemorated on the Smeeth, Ashford, Kent, civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Ashdown family resided at Prospect Cottage,
Smeeth, Ashford, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old Aldington, Ashford,
Kent native Albert George Ashdown, who was an Own Account Blacksmith.
Frederick was recorded by the census enumerator as FRED, which was
doubtless the name by which he was known to all and sundry. As Frederick was
shown as being 13 years old on the night of the census, and as April was the
month of both the census, and the month that he died, Frederick would have
probably been 29 years old when he lost his life. Frederick’s father who was born
at Aldington in 1864, was a former member Enrolled Militiaman in the East Kent
Militia, and at the time of the 1881 census Albert, then aged 17, was recorded as
having been stationed at "The Barracks" Northgate Canterbury, Kent. Frederick
was named after his uncle, who was his fathers’ older brother, and was also a
native of Aldington, Ashford, Kent. Prior to her marriage to Albert, Frederick’s
mother Rachel who was a native of St. Mary’'s, Romney Marsh, had been
employed as a General Servant by the Misses Elizabeth and Catherine
Buckhurst at New Romney.
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BAKER, ALFRED JOHN. D.C.M. Colour Serjeant, 180.

Army Remount Service, Army Service Corps.

Died Wednesday 17 February 1915. Aged 51.

Born New Romney, Kent.

Buried Ashford Cemetery, Canterbury Road, Ashford, Kent. Grave Ref: 3165.
Alfred was a Colour Serjeant, serving in the 2nd Battalion, Warwickshire
Regiment, when he was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for his
gallantry on the last day of the ‘Battle of Bergendal’ (also known as the Battle of
Belfast), which lasted from 21 to 27 August 1900. Fought at the small town of
Belfast, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa, it was the last set-piece battle of
the Second Boer War (1899-1902). For far more comprehensive details
appertaining to Alfred, including why he was not initially officially commemorated
by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, and did not have the above
grave marker at Ashford Cemetery, until March 2008, please also see the “Kent’s
Forgotten Men” section on this website, for far more comprehensive details
appertaining to Alfred.
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BEALE, SIMEON. Private, L/6554.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Sunday 25 October 1914.

Born St. Mary’s, New Romney, Kent. Enlisted Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent.
Resided Burmarsh, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Son of Seaman and Betsy Beale (née Boulding).

Husband of Hilda Elizabeth Beale (née Russell) of 265 Newtown, Ashford, Kent.
Buried Laventie Military Cemetery, La Gorgue, Nord, France. Grave Ref: I. C. 5.
Commemorated on a screen which divides the chancel from the nave in the
parish church of All Saints, Burmarsh, Romney Marsh, Kent, and on the
Dymchurch, Romney Marsh, Kent civic war memorial.

On 31 October 1910, Simeon married Miss Hilda Elizabeth Russell at the parish
church of St. Peter and St. Paul, Dymchurch, Kent. Simeon enlisted in the army
at Lydd army camp on 4 March 1901. Prior to being recalled at the
commencement of the Great War, Simeon had been employed at the Ashford
Railway Works in the Wheelwrights Shop, where he had worked as a labourer
prior to his enlistment in 1901. A veteran of the Second Boer War (1899-1902),
and former regular soldier, Simeon who was a qualified marksman, had served
on the Western Front from 7 September 1914, and died of wounds received on
13 October 1914 at Lille. One of Simeon’s brothers; 20 year old Warehorne,
Ashford, Kent native, Corporal, Charles Lewis Beale who was also a regular
soldier died on 20 July 1915, whilst serving in the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment), is also commemorated on the Dymchurch, Kent civic war
memorial. In 1913 at the time of his transfer to the army reserve, Simeon and his
family had resided at 3 Farthingloe Cottages, Dover, Kent. Following the Great
War, Simeon’s widow moved from Newtown, Ashford, and resided at Ashdown
Cottage, Burmarsh, Romney Marsh, Kent, and later at the Harbour Café,
Folkestone, Kent, which is where she was living when she received Simeon’s
three medals for his service in the Great War, doubtless putting them with his
pair of Boer War medals. On previous occasions whilst carrying out other
research on the Kent victims of war, it was noticed by the transcriber of these
brief commemorations that the Christian and surname SEAMAN BEALE occurs
over several generations of the Beale family. Included amongst those was 40
year old Seaman Beale of 191 Newtown, Ashford, Kent, who was killed during an
enemy bombing raid at the nearby Southern Railway Works, Ashford, Kent on 24
March 1943. Tragically Seaman’s 12 year old daughter Gladys also lost her life
due to a bombing raid, whilst attending her Sunday School at the parish church
of St. Mary the Virgin, St. Marychurch, Torquay, Devon, on Sunday 30 May 1943.
Due to his army service at the time of the 1901 census, Simeon is of course not
shown as residing with his family. Aged 6 at the time of the 1891 census, he
resided with his family at New Barn Cottages, Orgarswick, Dymchurch, Romney
Marsh, Kent. Residing next door to the Beale family was the Godden family who
later moved to Aldington, Ashford, Kent, where two members of the family; Albert
and Frederick Godden who both fell in the Great War whilst serving as Riflemen
in the Rifle Brigade, are commemorated.
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BOORMAN, GEORGE. Gunner, 26246.

64th Company, Royal Garrison Artillery.

Died Sunday 18 March 1917. Aged 32.

Born Lenham, Maidstone, Kent.

Son of George and Sarah Ann Boorman of Kemps Hill Farm, New Romney,
Romney, Marsh, Kent.

Buried Faversham Borough Cemetery, Ladydene, Whitstable Road, Faversham,
Kent. Grave Ref: D. 593.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Boorman family was recording as residing at
Liverton Street, Lenham, Kent. Head of the house was 46 year old Lenham
native George Boorman, who was recorded by the census enumerator as being
employed as an Ordinary Agricultural Labourer. It was sad to see that George is
not commemorated on the Lenham, Kent civic war memorial. He is however
possibly the casualty who is commemorated on a Great War memorial plague in
the parish churchyard of St. Peter, Oare, Faversham, Kent, but as Frederick
George Boorman. If George is in fact the same casualty who is commemorated
at Oare, it would seem likely that ‘Frederick’ was probably the name by which
George was known by all and sundry, possibly so as not to confuse him with his
father who was also called George, and who doubtless he was named after.
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BULGIN, WILLIAM ALBERT. Serjeant, L/9747.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Monday 3 May 1915.

Born Hastings, Sussex. Enlisted Folkestone, Kent. Resided New Romney, Kent.
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 2.

EMSON, WILLIAM. Private, 42470.

12th (Service) Battalion, Suffolk Regiment, (East Anglian).

Died between Monday 8 April 1918 and Friday 12 April 1918. Aged 38.

Born Pimlico, London. Enlisted Chelsea, London.

Husband of Eleanor Sarah Emson of “Inchmahome,” Littlestone-on-Sea, New
Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut,
Belgium. Panel 3.

Formerly Private, 37729, Essex Regiment.

GRAY, HEWITT. Serjeant, 593468.

18th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Irish Rifles).

Died 6 December 1917.

Born New Romney, Kent. Enlisted and resided Dover, Kent.

Son of William J. and Annie Gray.

Buried Westoutre British Cemetery, Westouter, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: B. 2.

Commemorated on the Dover, Kent civic war memorial.

Formerly Private, 146, 4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), and Acting Serjeant, 6318, 18th (County of London) Battalion,
London Regiment (London Irish Rifles).

At the time of the 1901 census, the Gray family resided at 45 Winchelsea Street,
Dover, Kent. Head of the house was 49 year old Newport, Ireland native William
Gray, who was employed as a General Labourer. The then aged 17, Hewitt was
recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as an Assistant
Postman. It would appear that the Gray family had resided at New Romney for
several years, as all of the six children who were recorded as being at home on
the night of the above census were New Romney natives.

GROCOTT, ALBERT BERNARD. Serjeant, 8264.

"C" Company, 1st Battalion, North Staffordshire Regiment.

Died Friday 28 April 1916. Aged 28.

Born and resided Hanley, Staffordshire. Enlisted Lichfield, Staffordshire.

Son of Arthur and the late Emily Grocott of Birches Head, Hanley, Stoke-on-
Trent, Staffordshire.

Husband of Ellen Louisa Grocott of “The Nook,” High Street, New Romney,
Romney Marsh, Kent.

Buried Dranoutre Military Cemetery, Dranouter, Heuvelland, West-VIaanderen,
Belgium. Grave Ref: I. C. 21.
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Commemorated on memorial plaque in the parish church of St. Clements, Old
Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Grocott family resided at 35 Albert Street,
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire. Head of the house was 40 year old
widower and Hanley, Staffordshire native Arthur Grocott, who was employed as a
Potters Porter. Albert’s wife Ellen who he married in 1911 was a native of Old
Romney, and was the daughter of George and Ellen W. Wells who were both
natives of Lydd, Kent. Commanded by Second Boer War hero, Lieutenant-
Colonel Vigant William De Falbe D.S.O. (later Brigadier-General C.M.G), the 1st
Battalion, North Staffordshire Regiment was stationed at the village of Buttevant,
County Cork, Ireland, at the commencement of the Great War. As part of 17th
Brigade, 6th Division, the battalion was recalled to England, and embarked from
Cork on Friday 14 August 1914, with Albert being amongst the battalion who left
from Cork, at which time he was a Lance Corporal. Albert’s regimental service
number (8264) would seem to indicate that that he probably joined the North
Staffordshire Regiment between 1907 and 1909. After arriving back in England,
the battalion moved to Midsummer Common which is an area of common land in
central Cambridge on Monday 17 August 1914. On the last day of August 1914,
a move was made by Albert’s battalion to Warren Hill, Newmarket (please see
photograph below). From Newmarket, Albert's battalion went to the port of
Southampton, where it embarked on the 9,240 ton SS Lake Michigan on
Tuesday 8 September 1914. The ship arrived off the French port of St. Nazaire
during the night of Thursday 10 September, where she had to remain outside the
harbour until the battalion was able to disembark on Saturday 12 September. On
Monday 18 October 1915, Albert’s battalion was transferred to the 72nd Brigade,
24th Division, and many of the 421 burials of casualties from the United Kingdom
that were carried out at the Dranoutre Military Cemetery (now Dranouter), during
the Great War were the fallen of the 72nd Brigade, 24th Division during the
period from April to June 1916. Albert was one of four members of his battalion
who are recorded as having been killed in action on the day that he died, and all
four are at rest in the same row at the Dranoutre Military Cemetery, Belgium.

- 2 3 %4%5
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HUGHES, DAVID. Private, 5151.

1st Battalion, North Staffordshire Regiment.

Died Saturday 5 December 1914. Aged 37.

Born Flint, Flintshire, North Wales. Enlisted Longton, Staffordshire.

Husband of Rosa Nellie Edwards (formerly Hughes), of Golden Square, New
Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut,
Belgium. Panel 8.

Please see the brief details appertaining to the initial Great War movements of
1st Battalion, North Staffordshire Regiment, at the commemoration of Serjeant
Albert B. Grocott, including a photograph of Warren Hill, Newmarket which was
taken in August 1914, which is where both of the two New Romney ‘Lost Men’
would have been serving at the time that the photograph was taken.

LANCASTER, CYRIL. Private, 50965.

1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Manchester Regiment.

Died Monday 2 September 1918.

Born Old Romney, Kent. Enlisted Lydd, Kent. Resided New Romney, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Maria Laura Lancaster (née Freathy) of Alma Cottages, Brookland,
Ashford, Kent.

Buried Bancourt British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: Il. H. 12.
Commemorated at Fairfield Church, Walland Marsh, Kent.

Cyril’s late father; Stephen Lancaster who was a native of Lydd, Romney Marsh,
Kent, had been employed for several years by the Chatham and South Eastern
Railway, both as a Plate Layer and a Crossing Keeper on Romney Marsh.

LAWRENCE, ALFRED. Gunner, 125580.

108th Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison Atrtillery.

Died Thursday 25 October 1917.

Born New Romney, Kent. Enlisted Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent. Resided
Hamstreet, Ashford, Kent.

Adopted son of Alfred and Sarah Jane Lawrence (née Griffin).

Buried Canada Farm Cemetery, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

Grave Ref: I1l.E.34.

Commemorated on the Great War Roll of Honour which is located inside the
United Anglican Methodist Church (Church of the Good Shepherd), Marsh Road,
Hamstreet, Ashford, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, Alfred was residing with his adoptive parents at
Sea View Cottages, Icklesham, Sussex. Head of the house was 56 year old
Peasmarsh, Sussex native Alfred Lawrence (senior), who was employed as an
Agricultural Labourer. The then 14 year old Alfred (junior) was recorded by the
census enumerator as being employed as a Grocers Assistant. At the time of the
1891 census, when the family resided in Kent, Alfred was not recorded by the
census enumerator as having been adopted, as he was simply entered as being
the son of Alfred and Sarah Jane Lawrence.
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MASEY, HAROLD. Private, L/9420.

2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 3 May 1915. Aged 27.

Born New Romney, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Old Romney, Kent.
Son of Charles and Eliza Masey (née Parsons) of “lvy Cottage”, Old Romney,
Romney Marsh, Kent.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 12,
and in the parish church of St. Clement, Old Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Masey family resided at the High Street, New
Romney. Head of the house was 47 year old New Romney native Charles
Masey, who was employed as a Bricklayer. Two doors away resided the
Killingback family, which had included 10 year old Reginald who is
commemorated on the memorial panel in the parish church of St. Nicholas’s,
New Romney, Kent. Harold enlisted as a regular soldier in The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), at the Regimental Depot for an engagement of 7 years with the
colours and 5 years in the army reserve on 14 December 1910, at which time he
was aged 21 years and 4 months, and was employed as a Farm Labourer. After
initially serving in England as a member of the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), Harold served in the same battalion at Dublin, Ireland from 8 April
1911 to 10 January 1913, during which time he was hospitalized from 27 August
1912 to 29 October 1912 with an injured knee. On 11 January 1913 Harold was
transferred to the 2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) and posted to
India where he arrived on 30 January 1913. From the time of his arriving in India,
Albert’'s subsequent movements etcetera with the battalion were identical to
those of Arthur Beeching who is commemorated above, but it should be added
that Harold passed his Army 3rd Class Education Examination on 16 August
1913. On Saturday 1 May 1915, Harold’s battalion had a fresh draft of other
ranks join it in Belgium direct from England, who due primarily to time constraints
were not initially allotted to the different companies within the 2nd Battalion, and
it was decided to locate the new men in a new support trench in front of a wood.
All of the positions occupied by the battalion were subjected to an extraordinary
amount of enemy shellfire the day after the arrival of the fresh draft, with
numerous casualties being inflicted on the battalion. Several commentators have
made very similar comments when referring to the days’ events, along the lines
of the British artillery guns being virtually powerless to offer support and return
shellfire onto the German artillery gun emplacements. Many of the same
commentators, and also probably of more important significance and relevance,
is some of the correspondence which was written by some of the survivors who
had served in the battalion during late April and early May 1915, with the writers
of same commenting about not getting artillery support due to the lack of the
gunners ammunition. Many of the gunners also became casualties, as the direct
result of being fired upon by enemy field guns. During the hours of darkness on
the night of 2/3 May the intensity of the German shelling subsided, but at first
light on the morning of Monday 3 May 1915, the artillery bombardment of the
battalion positions was once again renewed. Throughout the whole of the day on
Monday 3 May the enemy guns continued to fire at will, and as on the previous
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day, the doubtless frustrated British gunners were unable to offer all but a token
reply. During the morning, 38 year old Captain Henry Lindsay Archer Houblon
who was commanding at that time, reported many casualties, and that the trench
parapets had been blown in and that the situation was critical. Later it became
even worse, with the bombardment being so rapid as to being likened to the
sound of heavy machine-gun fire. One of the trenches held by the battalion called
D.5 was rushed by enemy infantry, but it would seem that none of the members
of "C" Company, who had been ensconced in the trench, were at that time in a
position to offer any form of resistance during the German assault. Captain L.
Howard Smith, Lieutenant Gerald Randall Howe, and approximately eighty other
ranks had formerly occupied D.5, but had all been killed or wounded, and all
were later reported as missing. At the time of Ernest's death, there were no
communication trenches in common use, and as such the parties of soldiers of
varying sizes, were to all intents and purposes isolated and cut-off from help
and/or support once in place in the allocated trenches, or other forms of
defensive cover such as shell holes, the reason being that as the engagements
raged, it would have been far to hazardous to cross above ground between the
trenches. Probably due to the fact that D.5 fell to the enemy, who had also
possessed woods located behind that particular trench complex, it appears to
have had the knock on effect of another trench (D.4), also being captured by
enemy infantry. Following the capture of D.5, by the enemy soldiers, D.4 was
then subjected to fire by the Germans, who had taken over the occupancy of the
former 2nd Battalion trench. Compounding the perilous position faced by the
members of the battalion in D.4 was the enemy firing coming from the nearby
wood in the enemies’ hands. Captain Houblon, and a Lieutenant Sharp along
with other what remained of "D" Company, and a few stragglers made gallant
efforts to remain in trench D.4, but resulting from the firing coming in from both
sides, their position became virtually un-defendable, necessitating a withdrawal
along the trench line, a maneuver that was conducted with commendable steady
order and control. To assist with the final withdrawal from D.4, at great risk to
themselves, covering fire was provided by Company Sergeant Major, L/6605,
Ernest George Port, and by Private, 7852, Frederick Campbell who were both
members of "C" Company, miraculously both of whom managed to extricate
themselves from the trench whilst under heavy fire. Although he was wounded
during the fierce engagement, Lieutenant Sharp and the survivors of Captain
Houblon’s party eventually managed to reach trench D.3, and later reached D.1,
which was held by Captain Barnard with "A" Company. A small party of members
of the battalion led by Second Lieutenant, Ellis Brockman, Backhouse, and a
company of soldiers of the Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment), led by
Captain R. Ford, did however manage to tenaciously hold on to a new support
trench, during which time they were subjected to horrendous enfilade fire from
enemy heavy howitzers and other artillery pieces. In much the same way that the
earlier withdrawals had been steadily conducted, the battalion later moved back
to bivouacs located in a wood near Poperinghe, taking with it all the wounded
that could be moved, spare ammunition, tools, and equipment being taken with
the battalion. Company Sergeant Major, L/6605, Ernest George Port, was
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subsequently awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal, and received his
commission. The relevant London Gazette entry for his D.C.M., dated 30 June
1915, reads: - “For conspicuous gallantry near Ypres on 3rd May 1915, in holding
on to a trench to the last, covering the retirement of his men to another position.
The enemy, of whom he killed many, were only yards away.” Frederick Campbell
who also made the heroic rearguard stand with Ernest G. Port D.C.M.,
apparently was not even Mentioned in Despatches, or “B” for Record, he later
transferred to the Royal Engineers, and served as a Serjeant in a Railway
Company. Lieutenant Gerald Randall Howe was later promoted to Captain and
became an Adjutant, Captain L. Howard Smith, was later promoted to Major, and
Captain Henry Lindsay Archer Houblon, who was a son of Colonel George
Archer Houblon, was also promoted to the rank of Major, and was attached to the
Royal Army Ordnance Corps. Major Henry Houblon later inherited the
Hallingbury Place Estate, Essex which had been used extensively by the British
army during the Great War, and offered it on lease, but possibly resultant of the
prevailing economic climate which prevailed at that time no one came forward,
and eventually it was put up for sale. In October 1923, the great house was
demolished, and the materials and contents put up for sale and the estate broken
up. Due primarily to the fact that Albert had not been an officer, it has not been
possible thus far to be able to ascertain how, when, or where he actually died
during the somewhat one-sided engagement that was fought by the 2nd Battalion
on Monday 3 May 1915, which | known to have cost the lives of at least 144
other ranks. Following his death, Harold was initially posted as ‘Missing,” but on
31 March 1916, for official purposes his death was accepted as having occurred
on Monday 3 May 1915. It is particularly regrettable that the names etcetera, of
many of the men who had joined Harold’'s battalion as members of the drafts,
and that had been posted to the battalion on 30 April & 1 May 1915, were initially
not known, and as such it would probably be fair to assume that in many cases
that unfortunate status is still applicable at this point in time (June 2004). Four of
Harold's brothers also served in the British armed forces during the Great War;
Albert served as a Corporal in the Royal Engineers, Charles who had been
gassed was a Private in the 8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), and later served in the 10th (Service) Battalion, Highland Light
Infantry, Edwin served as a Private in the East Surrey Regiment, and Howard
who was born at New Romney on 11 June 1895 was a Stoker 1st Class in the
Royal Navy, having enlisted in the Royal Navy as a Boy Entrant. Howard’s Great
War service had including serving on the light cruiser H.M.S. Newcastle.
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MILLER, HENRY WILLIAM. Serjeant, 18354.

4th (Extra Reserve) Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment.

Died Monday 13 November 1916. Aged 23.

Born Littlestone-on-sea, Kent. Enlisted Hertford, Hertfordshire. Resided Little
Munden, Hertfordshire.

Son of Henry John and Ada Theresa Miller (née Bagwell) of 12, Central Avenue,
Southend-on-Sea, Essex.

Buried Ancre British Cemetery, Beaumont-Hamel, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: IV. E. 11.

RAMSDEN, CHARLES ARTHUR LEWIS. Private, T/200871.

7th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Monday 4 August 1918. Aged 30.

Born New Romney, Kent. Enlisted Folkestone, Kent. Resided Tonbridge, Kent.
Son of Charles and Sarah Ramsden (née May).

Husband of Rose Ellen Ramsden (née Thompson) of 17, Caistor Road, Barden,
Tonbridge, Kent.

Buried Lidsbark War Cemetery, Poland.

Commemorated on the Malbork Memorial, Poland.

It would appear that Charles had only resided in New Romney for a short time,
as a the time of the 1891 census when he was 3 years old, the Ramsden family
resided at Songhurst, Goudhurst, Cranbrook, Kent. Head of the house was 30
year old New Romney native Charles Ramsden (senior), who was employed as a
Servant-Coachman. Charles died whilst he was a prisoner of war. The Malbork
Memorial forms the entrance to Malbork War Cemetery and commemorates 39
Great War casualties buried in Heilsberg Prisoners of War Cemetery (changed in
1953 to Lidsbark War Cemetery), where their graves could no longer be
maintained.

RYALLS, JAMES. Private, T/207679.

11th (Service) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment), (Lambeth).
Died Saturday 23 March 1918.

Son of the late Lydia Ryalls.

Born Cheriton, Kent. Enlisted Lydd, Kent. Resided New Romney, Kent.
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 2.

Formerly Private, 240530, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

It would seem likely that James had been a resident of New Romney for virtually
all of his lifetime, as at the time of the 1901 census he was recorded by the
enumerator as being a 2 year old boarder living at Tritton Lane. His mother 32
year old Lydia Ryalls was a native of Canterbury, Kent, and was possibly a
widow. James’s younger sister Lydia was aged 7 months, and recorded by the
census enumerator as also having been born at New Romney. James’s late
mother Lydia died at New Romney in1916.
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SHEPPARD, HENRY JOSEPH. Private, 9349.

10th (Prince of Wales Own) Royal Hussars.

Died Tuesday 17 November 1914.

Born New Romney, Kent. Enlisted and resided Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Son of John Walter Sheppard of Gas Lane, Tenterden, Kent, and the late Mary
Jane Sheppard (née Flisher).

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 5,
and on the Lydd, Kent civic war memorial, also on Great War memorial plaque
which is located in the parish church of All Saints, Lydd, and on a Great War
memorial plaque on an external wall of the Memorial Institute, Lydd, Kent.

At the time of the 1891 census at which time Henry was 4 years old, the
Sheppard family resided at New Romney, his oldest brother was recorded by the
census enumerator as being 16 years old, and a New Romney resident, and 3
months old Florence the youngest of the Sheppard children, was also recorded
as having been born at New Romney. In view of the age spread of the years
between the eight Sheppard children, it would probably be indicative that the
family had resided at New Romney for several years, during which time their
father had been employed by the General Post Office as a New Romney based
Rural Postman, and it seems strange that whilst he is commemorated at nearby
Lydd, Henry was numbered amongst the New Romney natives and residences
etcetera who were not also commemorated at new Romney. Unfortunately,
Henry’s service papers have not been sighted by the transcriber of these brief
commemorations, but in view of his regimental number and his date of death, it
would seem fairly certain that he had been a regular soldier. Henry’s regiment
was stationed at Potchefstroom, Western Transvaal, South Africa when the
Great War commenced, and after being recalled to England it sailed from Cape
Town. Having arrived back in England, the 10th (Prince of Wales Own) Royal
Hussars joined the 6th Cavalry Brigade, 3rd Cavalry Division on Tuesday 22
September 1914 at Ludgershall, Wiltshire, which is situated on the south eastern
corner of Salisbury Plain, where the regiment trained prior to the inevitable move
to the Western Front. As part of the 6th Cavalry Brigade, 3rd Cavalry Division
Henry’'s regiment joined the British Expeditionary Force in Belgium, having
landed at Oostende on Thursday 8 October 1914. Although as was the case with
most British cavalry formations on the Western Front during the Great War, the
10th (Prince of Wales Own) Royal Hussars did not see a great deal of action as
cavalry, it provided one company of men for an infantry battalion, which served in
the front lines. During the Great War, Henry’s regiment lost 246 officers and other
ranks, and he was amongst 12 members of the regiment that were killed in action
on Tuesday 17 November 1914. Only 2 of those who fell with Henry have graves
and are at rest at Ypres Town Cemetery, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium,
which is close to the Menin Gate where the other 10 casualties are all
commemorated. Henry’s mother Mary Jane Sheppard died at New Romney in
1916, and like her husband she too was a native of Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent.

54



SMITH, CHARLES JAMES. Private, T/202955.
4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).
Died Friday 28 December 1917. Aged 18.
Born New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent. Enlisted Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent.
Resided Littlestone-on-sea, New Romney, Kent.
Son of Rose Ann Miltida Smith of Bank Cottage, Littlestone, New Romney, Kent,
and the late Thomas Smith.
Buried St. Nicholas Churchyard, New Romney, Kent. Grave Ref: East part.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Smith family resided at Rabbit Hutch Row,
New Romney, Kent. Head of the house was 32 year old Newchurch, Romney
marsh, Kent native, Rose Ann Miltida Smith, who worked from home as a
Laundress and was a widow. The oldest of the Smith children recorded by the
census enumerator, was 15 year old New Romney native William Joseph Smith.
It was noted that Private, G/12397, William Joseph Smith of the 2nd Battalion,
Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), was recorded as residing at 3, West
Street, New Romney, Kent, at the time of the compilation of the Absent Voters
List 1918. It would therefore seem highly likely that he was the older brother of
Charles. The poignant inscription at the base of Charles’s headstone reads:-

HE LOST HIS LIFE IN WAR AND WON IT IN ETERNAL PEACE.
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STANDEN, ARTHUR CYRIL. Private, 49521.

11th (Service) Battalion, Suffolk Regiment, (Cambridgeshire).

Died Wednesday 21 August 1918. Aged 19.

Born New Romney, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Ashford, Kent.

Son of Arthur Standen of 50, New Street, Ashford, Kent, and the late Anna
Louisa Standen (née Harris).

Buried Aval Wood Military Cemetery, Vieux-Berquin, Nord, France.

Grave Ref: Ill. B. 1.

Commemorated on the Ashford, Kent, civic war memorial.

Formerly Private, TR/13/54257, Training Reserve Battalion. The cemetery where
Arthur is now at rest was made in June and August 1918, largely by the 11th
(Service) Battalions of the East Yorkshire and East Lancashire Regiments, who
completed Plot I. Plots Il and Ill were added after the Armistice when graves
were brought in from the battlefields of Vieux-Berquin and Merville and from
Caudescure British Cemetery, which lay south of Aval Wood, a little to the west
of the hamlet of Caudescure. It contained the graves of 35 soldiers from the
United Kingdom including Arthur’'s, and that of one German prisoner, who died
between April and August 1918. Arthur's battalion was raised at Cambridge,
Cambridgeshire on Friday 25 September 1914 by the Cambridge and Isle of Ely
Territorial Force Association. Following service within the United Kingdom, on 9
January 1916 the battalion landed in France at the port of Boulogne-sur-Mer as
part of 183rd Brigade, 61st Division), remaining on the Western Front for the
duration of the war. Arthur’s late mother Anna Louisa Standen who was a native
of Reading Berkshire, died at New Romney, Kent in 1908, aged only 37.
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SULLIVAN, FREDERICK. D.C.M. Lance Corporal, (Acting Serjeant) 4251.

“D” Company, 13th Platoon, 19th Battalion, Australian Infantry, A.l.F.

Died 3 May 1917. Aged 36.

Born New Romney, Kent (or Dover) 12 November 1880.

Enlisted Casula, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia.

Nephew of M. Sullivan of 11 The Mall, Queenstown, Ireland.

Commemorated on the Villers-Bretonneux Memorial, Somme, France, and on
the Australian National War Memorial. Panel 90.

Depending on what data sources etcetera are checked, results in two different
Kent locations for Frederick’s place of birth, they being New Romney, and Dover.
Although the transcriber of these brief commemorations has found more
documentation indicative that Frederick was a native of Dover, it seemed right to
add him here, in case the New Romney references are correct. It might be the
case that Frederick was a native of Dover, but who had resided at new Romney
at some point of time. Frederick was educated at the National School,
Queenstown, Ireland. In 1913 Frederick arrived in Australia, and the time of his
enlistment on 7 December 1915 he was employed as a Seaman, residing at 339
Alfred Street, North Sydney, New South Wales. Frederick was a former member
of the Royal Navy, at which time had the official number 356702. As a member of
the 19th Battalion, Australian Infantry, A.l.F., 10th Reinforcement, Frederick
sailed from Sydney, New South Wales, on board the 12036 ton Orient Steam
Navigation Co. Ltd requisitioned ship the H.M.A.T. Orsova (A67), on 11 March
1916. Frederick was awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal “For
conspicuous gallantry during operations. He went out and found a wounded
soldier about 40 yards from the enemys trenches. He then returned for a
volunteer, and with Private Weaver went back to the wounded Sergeant. Finally
they returned for a stretcher, went out again, and brought him in. They were
sniped at the whole time.” At the time of Frederick’'s D.C.M. action, his battalion
was in action at the Somme village of Pozieres. On 22 August 1916, Frederick
was recommended for the award of the Victoria Cross , by Brigadier-General
William Holmes who commanding the 5th Australian Infantry Brigade, as follows:-
“For conspicious gallantry and courage on the 22nd August 1916 S.E. of
Bapaume Road, near Pozieres. On the morning of the 22nd August 1916 about
6.30am he was on duty in a trench and heard cries from NO MAN’'S LAND. Pte
Sullivan left the trench and went out towards the cries, finding a wounded
Australian soldier 150 yards from our trenches and 40 yards from the German
trenches. He then returned and asked for a volunteer to help him bring in the
wounded man. Pte Weaver of the 19th Bn. volunteered and went out with him.
They were sniped at the whole time. On reaching the wounded man they found it
necessary to fetch a stretcher. They returned for this and eventually brought in
the man who proved to be Sgt McKay of the 8th Bn., 2nd Australian Infantry
Brigade. Pte Sullivan went out three times, under fire, on the first occasion alone,
and on the other two occasions accompanied by Pte Weaver.” Following the
fighting at Bullecourt to the south of Arras, France by his battalion, Frederick was
originally posted as ‘Missing,” but following a number of statements which were
obtained later by the Red Cross from a number of Frederick’'s former comrades,
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a clearer picture of what happened to him emerged, all of which indicated that
the events on the day that he had been recommended for the V.C., was typical of
him, and that on the day that he died he had put the lives of the Lewis Gun crew
that he was in charge of before his own. Amongst the statements obtained was
one from Private, 6206, Robert J.H. Parker dated 22 September 1917. An extract
from Robert Parker's statement reads: - “We were in the German trench and he
was carrying the gun. The last thing he said to me was drop the panniers (of
ammunition) Bob. | asked him to let me take the gun, but he said he could
manage it. | told him to stick to the trench and not try to go over the top. The
Germans were then close on us and | could not look round again for we had to
withdraw from the trench. However | did not see him again and have no idea if he
had stuck to the trench as | had advised or tried to get across the top. He had
won the DCM and this was the last day on which he worn the ribbon. | always
hoped that he would turn up a prisoner.” Bullecourt, where Frederick almost
certainly died holding off enemy soldiers with his Lewis Gun, in order for his men
to make good their escape, is how a place of pilgrimage for many Australians
who come to remember, and reflect upon the feats of their forbears that fought
and died there in April and May 1917. Aged 55, the then Major-General William
Holmes, C.M.G., D.S.O., V.D., who had recommended Frederick for the V.C.,
was commanding the 4th Australian Division when he died of wounds on 2 July
1917, which were inflicted whilst he was showing a group of Australian politicians
round the Messines battlefield.

TOWNSEND, JOHN LIGHT. Private, 12466.

3rd Dragoon Guards (Prince of Wales' Own).

Died Thursday 13 May 1915.

Born Romsey, Hampshire. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided New Romney,
Romney Marsh, Kent.

Son of George and Alice Townsend.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 3.

TURNER, ARTHUR WILLIAM. Shoeing Smith Corporal, 42224.

3rd Brigade, Canadian Field Artillery.

Died Sunday 25 April 1915. Aged 29.

Born New Romney, Kent 11 October 1885.

Son of Mrs. Emma Turner of the High Street, Wittersham, Ashford, Kent.

Buried Potijze Chateau Wood Cemetery, Sint Jan, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: A.18.

Commemorated on the Wittersham, Ashford, Kent civic war memorial, and on
page 39 of the Canadian First World War Book of Remembrance.

When Arthur enlisted at Valcartier Camp, Quebec, Canada on Saturday 25
September 1914, he stated that he was a Blacksmith, and that he had previously
served for a term of 3 years in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Arthur named his
mother; Mrs. Emma Turner of Back Street, Wittersham, Ashford, Kent as his next
of kin.
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WALE, WILLIAM JOHN. Lance Corporal, 9607.

2nd Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment.

Died Tuesday 15 June 1915. Aged 23.

Born Everton, Sandy, Bedfordshire. Enlisted Bedford, Bedfordshire. Resided
Sandy, Bedfordshire.

Son of Alma and Eliza Wale of The Avenue, Sandy, Bedfordshire.

Husband of Ethel Wale of Rolfe Bungalow, New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.
Commemorated on the Le Touret Memorial, Richebourg L’Avoue, Pas de Calais,
France. Panel 10, and on the Sandy, Bedfordshire civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Wale family resided at No.45, Everton,
Sandy, Bedfordshire. Head of the house was 43 year old Gamlingay, Sandy,
Bedfordshire native Alma Wale, who was employed as a Bricklayer. As a regular
soldier, William was serving as a member of the 2nd Battalion, Bedfordshire
Regiment, which was stationed at Robert’'s Heights, Pretoria, South Africa at the
commencement of the Great War. On 22 August 1914, William’s battalion
embarked on H.M.T. Kenilworth Castle at Cape Town, South Africa, sailing from
Table Bay on 27 August, arriving at Southampton on 19 September 1914, from
where the battalion made its way to Lyndhurst, Hampshire. At 0330 hours on 7
October 1914, William arrived at Zeebrugge, Belgium. Two of his brothers also
fell in the Great War; they were Leonard Cecil Wale, and Oscar George Wale,
both of whom were also members of the Bedfordshire Regiment, and they too
are both commemorated on the Sandy, Bedfordshire civic war memorial.

WALTON, HARRY. Private, 15226.

7th (Service) Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment.

Died Thursday 4 April 1918. Aged 24.

Born Littlestone-on-sea, Romney Marsh, Kent. Enlisted Holborn, Middlesex.
Resided Canonbury, Middlesex.

Son of Samuel Henry and Florence Mary Walton (née Parsons) of 28,
Northampton Park, Canonbury, London.

Buried The British Cemetery, Namps-au-Val, Somme, France. Grave Ref: I. G. 2.
Harry was posted to France on 26 July 1915. His medal card entry records that
he died of wounds.

WOOD, JAMES. Private, G/3718.

8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Sunday 18 August 1918.

Born Iden, Rye, Sussex. Enlisted Hastings, Sussex. Resided New Romney,
Romney Marsh, Kent.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 5 D.
James was probably the son of Playden, Sussex native George Wood, who at
the time of the 1901 census was employed as a Farm Waggoner, and was
recorded by the census enumerator as being a 51 year old widower and the head
of the house, at which time the Wood family resided at “Readers,” lden, Rye,
Sussex. James was recorded on the same census entry as being aged 12, and a
native of lden.
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Post Great War

Lost Men

BEATTIE, MAURICE ALEXANDER. D.S.O. Lieutenant-Colonel.

54th Siege Brigade, Royal Garrison Artillery.

Died Friday 13 February 1920. Aged 39.

Born Kensington, Middlesex 11 April 1880.

Son of John Labouchere Beattie and Fanny Beattie.

Husband of Alice F. Beattie (née Exham) of The Limes, West Street, New
Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Buried St. Nicholas Churchyard, New Romney, Kent. Grave Ref: East part.
Maurice was commisioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Artillery on 25
June 1899, and was promoted to Lieutenant on 16 February 1901. He served as
an Adjutant from 16 March 1906 to 30 October 1908, during which time he was
promoted to the rank of Captain on 1 April 1906. Soon after the onset of the
Great War, Maurice was promoted to Major on 30 October 1914, and then
remained at that rank for most of the war, until being made an Acting/ Lieutenant-
Colonel on 6 May 1918. Maurice married 28 year old Lucknow, India, native Miss
Alice F. Exham at Plymouth, Devon in late1913. Prior to his death, at which time
he was commanding the 54th Siege Brigade, Royal Garrison Artillery, Maurice
had been Mentioned in Despatches. Details of the award of the Distinguished
Service Order to Maurice appeared in the London Gazette dated Monday 17
September 1917, and was awarded for his ‘Services from 3 to 6 July 1917 near
Elverdinghe, Belgium.” Maurice was also awarded the French Croix de Guerre,
notification of which appeared in the London Gazette dated Wednesday 6
November 1918. When his widow submitted an application to be furnished with
Maurice’s British War Medal and Victory Medal on Monday 3 October 1921 she
was still residing at the above address. At the time of Maurice and Alice’s
occupation of The Limes, West Street, New Romney, it was a single dwelling of 7
bedrooms, but it has since been divided into two separate dwellings, and is a
Grade Il Listed weatherboard built building.

CHAPMAN, JOHN HENRY. Lance Serjeant, 1410229,

37th Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery.

Died Sunday 19 December 1920.

Husband of C. Chapman of High Street, New Romney, Kent.

Buried Amesbury Cemetery, Salisbury, Wiltshire. Grave Ref: B. 57. .

CLOKE, EDWIN. Farrier Serjeant, T/18931.

999th Horse Transport Company, Royal Army Service Corps.
Died Friday 3 September 1920. Aged 38.

Born lden, Rye, Sussex.

Son of William and Harriett Cloke of New Romney, Kent.
Buried Ramleh War Cemetery, Ramla, Israel. Grave Ref: V. 16.
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PETTMAN, JOHN FREDERICK. Boy, 6278775.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Tuesday 15 February 1921. Aged 16.

Born Margate, Isle of Thanet, Kent 16 May 1904.

Son of Athelstan Edward Pettman and Florence Louisa Pettman (née Castle) of
"Amhurst,” St. John's Lane, New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Buried St. Nicholas Churchyard, New Romney, Kent. Grave Ref: East part.

John was the second eldest of the five children of Athelstan and Florence
Pettman. His parents had married at Margate, Isle of Thanet, Kent on 26 October
1910. Tragically he was accidently killed at the picturesque Vvillage of
Castletownroche, which is equidistant from the towns of Mallow and Fermoy in
County Cork, Ireland. At the time of his tragic death John was stationed with his
battalion at the latter town. On the day of his impressive and well attended
military funeral at New Romney, the town was quite literally brought to a standstill
as a mark of respect for him. Amongst the members of the local populace who
attended the funeral were war widows, and former soldiers who had served in the
Great War in Athelstan corps and regiment. John’s father had also served in the
army as a member of The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). On 11 December 1915
Athelstan enlisted in the army at Ashford, Kent, stating that he resided at the
above address with his wife and children. At the time of his enlistment, he was
employed as a Carpenter and Joiner by Ellis Brothers at New Romney. In
response to the question regarding having a preference as to which regiment or
corps he wished to serve in, Athelstan stated that he preferred to serve in the
Royal Engineers. Doubtless thinking that his services as a tradesman would be
best put to use by the army, he was duly attested as Sapper, 264890, Royal
Engineers and placed on the army reserve. It was not until 17 March 1917 that
John’s father was actually mobilised, when he had to report to the Inland
Waterways Transport, Royal Engineers, Headquarters Depot, Sandwich, Kent,
for service at Port Richborough. Like all of the other ranks members of his corps
serving in a Water or Railway formation, Athelstan was allotted a new regimental
number with a WR prefix, his being WR/322379. Stationed at Kitchener Camp
No.2, at Richborough, most of John’s fathers time employed there was working
as a Carpenter and Joiner repairing sea going vessels. On 1 December 1917, he
was assessed as being a Superior tradesman, but on 21 June 1918 he was then
assessed as being Very Superior. Despite his obvious outstanding skills as a
Carpenter and Joiner, Athelstan later failed to make the grade at an army
medical examination, at which time he was suffering with Rheumatism in his
legs. As the result of the medical, he was compulsory transferred to serve in The
Buffs (East Kent Regiment), in which he served in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion
which was stationed at the Western Heights, Dover, Kent, as part of the large
Dover Garrison, he then continued to serve in the regiment as Private, G/35860.
On 13 February 1919, John’s father was discharged and placed on the “Z”
Reserve, and awarded a pension by the army for six months, in respect of the
Rheumatism which subsequently plagued him for the rest of his life, and which
was considered to have been partially attributable to his service at Port
Richborough, during which he had been standing in water for a lot of the time.
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TURNER, FRANCIS ROMER (Tim). Lieutenant.

Royal Engineers.

Died 19 October 1926. Aged 26.

Son of Lieutenant-Colonel F.C. Turner and Mrs. Turner.

Francis’'s birth was registered in the Kensington, London, Registration District
during the third quarter of 1900. During the Great War, Francis served overseas
as a Lieutenant in the Royal Engineers. On the plague commemorating Francis,
his father Lieutenant-Colonel F.C. Turner is shown as “Late Fifth Fusiliers.” On 1
August 1782, the 5th became the "5th (The Northumberland) Regiment of Foot".
On 4 May 1836 it became a fusilier regiment, and was redesignated as the 5th
(Northumberland Fusiliers) Regiment of Foot. With the Cardwell reforms of 1881,
the regiment lost its number at that time, becoming the Northumberland Fusiliers
on 1 July 1881. A number of former officers of the Northumberland Fusiliers
continued to style themselves as Late Fifth Fusiliers, or formerly Fifth Fusiliers,
although many of them had ever served in the regiment prior to the sweeping
1881 reforms. During the attempts by the transcriber of these brief
commemorations, to try and ascertain the Christian names of Francis, all of
which was to no avail. Revealed was a military report and general information
concerning the dependency of Wei-hai-wei, China which was compiled in the
Intelligence Division, War Office in1904, by the then Major F .C. Turner of the
Northumberland Fusiliers. Wei-hai-wei had been the headquarters of a native
Chinese regiment in the pay of Great Britain, that was organized and led by
British officers; but this regiment was disbanded in 1902.
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The Second World War

1939 - 1945

ABRAHAM , FREDERICK CECIL. Able Seaman, C/JX105759.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Goodall (K479).

Died Sunday 29 April 1945. Aged 38.

Son of Nathanial John Abraham and Emma Louisa Abraham (née Newland) of
Ashford, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 80. Column 2, as shown
in the photograph above.

Frederick’s ship which was a 1430 ton ‘Captain’ class frigate, which built at the
Boston Navy Yard, Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A. She had been sent to Britain
as a ‘Lend Lease’ vessel from the U.S.A. in October 1943, and was originally
intended to be named for U.S. Navy service as the Reybold (DE-275). As part of
convoy RA-66 which was the last convoy to be attacked during the Second World
War, H.M.S. Goodall, commanded by Lieutenant-Commander James Vaudalle
Fulton R.N.V.R., of Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire, Scotland, left the Kola
Peninsular in north west Russia bound for Loch Ewe, Scotland. At 2200 hours on
Sunday 29 April 1945, when the ship was at the entrance to the Kola Inlet in the
Barents Sea, approximately seven miles to the north of Murmansk, Russia, her
magazine was struck by a torpedo fired from the type VIIC German submarine U-
286, which was commanded by 35 year old Oberleutnant zur See, Willi Dietrich,
and which sadly cost the lives of 140 members of the ships crew. All those on
board had been spared only an hour previously, when a torpedo which had been
fired from the German submarine U-968 missed H.M.S. Goodall. Shortly after the
sinking of H.M.S. Goodall, the 51 German submariners aboard the U-286 also
perished, as the result of a depth charge attack which was carried out by the
Royal Navy frigates H.M.S. Cotton, H.M.S. Loch Insh and H.M.S. Anquilla.
H.M.S. Anquilla was required to fire her guns again the following day, but not in
anger at an enemy vessel, but as her gun crews had the odious duty of firing a
coup-de-grace sinking the severely damaged H.M.S. Goodall.
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ALLEN, FREDERICK DESMOND. Private, 13090724.

Pioneer Corps.

Died Sunday 1 April 1945. Aged 34.

Born and resided Romney Marsh, Kent.

Son of Thomas Vincer Allen and Mabel Annie Allen (née Luckhurst) of New
Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Buried New Romney Cemetery, Romney Marsh, Kent. Grave Ref: 1035.

The corps to which Frederick belonged and had originally enlisted was formed in
1937 as part of the general planning for war; provision was made for a special
labour force to consist of infantry and cavalry reservists to be formed in groups
and companies. under the general administration of the Royal Engineers. Some
of these formations landed in France within the first weeks of the Second World
War in September 1939. The Labour Corps which had carried out sterling work
during the Great War was disbanded late in 1919, and when it was reformed, due
to the association with Labour it was named Auxiliary Military Pioneer Corps on
17 October 1939 out of the six group headquarters and 48 companies then
existing, who had been sent to France with the BEF in the first week of the war.
In addition to the fundamental work or labour element for which it had been
reformed prior to the Second World War, all of the corps personnel were also
trained fighting soldiers. In November 1940 the then Auxiliary Military Pioneer
Corps became the Pioneer Corps, and in 1946 as recognition of its contribution
during the recent war it was granted the Royal title by H.M. King George VI.
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ASPIN, FREDERICK PRESTON. Flight Serjeant, 212695.

Royal Air Force.

Died Wednesday 5 April 1944. Aged 52.

Born Willesborough, Ashford, Kent.

Son of Edwin and Margaret Aspin (née Preston).

Husband of Dorothy M. Aspin (née Warder) of Hythe, Kent.

Buried New Romney Cemetery, Romney Marsh, Kent. Grave Ref: 845.

Although Frederick is quite correctly shown on his Commonwealth War Graves
Commission commemoration, as being the son of Edwin and Margaret Aspin, but
both of his parents had in fact predeceased him. Edwin Aspin who was the
former Licensee of The New Inn, High Street, New Romney, died in the town in
1917, and his late wife Margaret had also died there in 1913. Although he was a
native of Willesborough, Frederick it would appear had been associated with
New Romney for most of his life, as at the time of the 1901 census he was
residing with his parents and his sister Elsie at The New Inn. At the
commencement of the Second World War, the New Romney Auxiliary Fire
Service was formed, and initialy it had its headquarters based in the yard behind
The New Inn, Frederick’s former home. The name of the Auxiliary Fire Service
was changed to The National Fire Service on 18 August 1941.
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BARR, JOHN DOUGLAS WILSON. Midshipman (A).

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Merlin. 803 Squadron, Fleet Air Arm.

Died Thursday 11 January 1940.

Buried New Romney Cemetery, Romney Marsh, Kent. Grave Ref: 1016.

John was the pilot of a Blackburn Skua fighter/dive-bomber aircraft (L2946)
belonging to 803 Squadron, Fleet Air Arm. John’s aircraft went into a spun whilst
coming out of a turn, and crash landed at Tor Ness Point on the Island of
Stronsay, Orkney, Scotland. John was rushed to hospital were he sadly
succumbed to his injuries later the same day. His fellow crewman, 22 year old
Leading Airman George Edward Uren, who was the son of Edward Charles and
Elsie Winifred Uren of Wandsworth, London, died of the injuries in the ambulance
on his way to the hospital. Following the tragedy, both of the men’s families
quickly submitted the required formal applications for their bodies to be returned
for disposal by their respective families. Initially whilst carrying out the research
for John’s brief commemoration here, it struck the transcriber that it was a bit odd
to bury George Uren at Plymouth, Devon, but further research revealed that he
was in fact a native of Plymouth, and was simply going home. George was laid to
rest at Ford Park Cemetery, Plymouth, Devon. Grave Ref: Church Sec. P. Row 8.
Grave 38. Ford Park Cemetery contains 752 burials of the Great War, more than
200 of them in a naval plot, the rest scattered throughout the cemetery. All of the
198 Second World War burials are scattered. Both of the naval airmen were
accorded military funerals when they were laid to rest at their respective places
of burial.
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BEECHING, REGINALD ALBERT. Serjeant, 6283348.

468 Battery, 29 (Kent) Searchlight Regiment, Royal Atrtillery.

Died Saturday 29 September 1945. Aged 36.

Born Romney Marsh, Kent. Resided Kent.

Son of Alfred and Alice Beeching (née Prior).

Husband of Ethel Beeching (née Lofthouse) of Wingham, Canterbury, Kent.
Buried New Romney Cemetery, Romney Marsh, Kent. Grave Ref: 1023.
Formerly a member of the Royal Engineers, and Reginald’s army number
indicates that he had originally enlisted in the army as a pre war member of The
Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). The 29 (Kent) Searchlight Regiment, Royal
Artillery (Territorial Army) was formed in August 1940 from the 29 Anti Aircraft
Battalion, Royal Engineers at Chatham, Kent. At the time of being formed, the
regiment was comprised of 313, 314, 468 Batteries and became part of the 56
Anti Aircraft Brigade, Royal Artillery. In January 1945 the regiment became the
631 (Kent) Regiment, Royal Artillery (Territorial Army), as part of the 307 Infantry
Brigade, and it then continued to serve within the United Kingdom until April
1945, when it took part in the latter stages of the Western Europe Campaign.
Reginald had married Miss Ethel Lofthouse in the Romney Marsh district
(probably at New Romney) during the third quarter of 1929. As Reginald’s
Commonwealth war Graves Commission commemoration details record him as
being a member of the 468 Battery, 29 (Kent) Searchlight Regiment, Royal
Artillery, which had ceased to exist post January 1945, it might be indicative that
he had died of wounds which he had received prior to January 1945.
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BRUCE, CHARLES JOHN. Lieutenant, 186888.

1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards.

Died Friday 6 April 1945. Aged 23.

Born Chelsea, London 26 May 1921.

Son of Robert Charles Bruce M.C. and of the Honourable Kate Mary Bruce (née
Maugham) of Chelsea, London, and of “Sandcroft,” Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent.
Buried Groenlo Roman Catholic Cemetery, Gelderland, Netherlands.

Grave Ref: Plot EB. Row 1. Grave A5.

Charles’s elder brother David Bruce served as a Captain in the Welsh Guards in
the Second World War, during which time he was wounded twice. Charles’s
father Robert (1898-1953) served in the Grenadier Guards during the Great War,
during which time he was awarded the Military Cross. On 15 July 1919 Charles
(senior) married Miss Kate Mary Maugham, the daughter of Frederick Herbert
Maugham and Helen Mary Maugham (née Romer), they later became the 1st
Viscount Maugham, and Viscountess Maugham on 22 September 1939. Several
generations of the Romer family have been active members of the Littlestone
Golf Club, many of whom have been members of the legal profession.

BUTCHER, JOHN REGINALD. Stoker 1st Class, P/KX 602569.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Manners. (K 568).

Died Friday 26 January 1945. Aged 29.

Born Cranbrook, Kent 1916.

Son of James Butcher and Ada Florence Butcher (née Poile).

Husband of Mildred Butcher (née Jones) of Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent.
Commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Panel 89, Column 3.

Prior to his death, John had been Mentioned in Despatches. John’s ship was a
1140 ton Captain class Frigate; she was constructed in 1943 at the Boston Navy
Yard, Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A. for the United States Navy and assigned
the USN pennant DE 523 but not named. On Friday 26 January 1945, H.M.S.
Manners commanded by Acting Commander John Valentine Waterhouse,
D.S.0., R.N. was hit by one torpedo fired from the German uboat U-1051, at
which time she was in the Irish Sea approximately 20 miles from Skerries, to the
south of the Isle of Man. The frigate broke in two after being hit, the stern sank
with the loss of four officers and 39 ratings, while 15 others were injured. The
forepart of the vessel was towed into Barrow in Furness and was declared a total
loss. Acting Commander John Valentine Waterhouse, D.S.O., R.N. had
commanded John’s ship from 27 November 1944. On 12 December 1946 the
wreck of H.M.S. Manners was sold to a Greek ship breaker, and scrapped in
1947 at Piraeus, Greece. Shortly after sinking H.M.S. Manners, the U-1051 was
sunk during a counter-attack carried out by ramming and depth charges from the
Royal Navy frigates H.M.S. Aylmer, commanded by Lieutenant A.D.P. Campbell,
R.N., H.M.S. Calder, commanded by Lieutenant-Commander E. Playne, D.S.C.,
R.N.V.R., and H.M.S. Bentick commanded by Commander R.C.S. Garwood,
R.N. which were escort ships from the 4th and 5th Escort Group. Commanding
the U-1051 was 25 year old Oberleutnant zur See Heinrich von Holleben, who
perished with his 46 fellow crew members when it was sunk.
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DITCHER, GORDON ERIC. Bombadier, 2038265.

468 Battery, 29 (Kent) Searchlight Regiment, Royal Atrtillery.

Died Sunday 7 November 1943. Aged 22.

Born and resided Romney Marsh, Kent.

Son of George Horace William and Annie Elizabeth Ditcher (née Dengate).
Husband of Doris Lilian Ditcher of New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Buried New Romney Cemetery, Romney Marsh, Kent. Grave Ref: 910.

Formerly a member of the Royal Engineers. The 29 (Kent) Searchlight Regiment,
Royal Atrtillery (Territorial Army) was formed in August 1940 from the 29 Anti
Aircraft Battalion, Royal Engineers at Chatham, Kent. At the time of being
formed, the regiment was comprised of 313, 314, 468 Batteries and became part
of the 56 Anti Aircraft Brigade. In January 1945 the regiment became the 631
(Kent) Regiment, Royal Artillery (Territorial Army) as part of the 307 Infantry
Brigade, and continued to serve within the United Kingdom until April 1945 when
it took part in the latter stages of the Western Europe Campaign.

DIXON, JOSEPH. Civilian casualty.

Died Sunday 10 May 1942. Aged 69.

Son of the late Mr. and Mrs. John Dixon of Tamworth, Staffordshire.

Husband of Mabel F. Dixon of 5, Melbourne Villas, Station Road, New Romney,
Romney Marsh, Kent.

Joseph died at the Sands Hotel, St. Mary's Bay, Romney Marsh, Kent, where he
was employed as the boilerman, when the Hotel received a direct hit from an
enemy bomb. Joseph was a recipient of the St. John’s Ambulance Brigade Long
Service Medal and Bars.

69



GOLDING, JAMES THOMAS. Lance Serjeant, 1052832.

4 Searchlight Regiment, Royal Malta Atrtillery.

Died Monday 20 April 1942. Aged 37.

Born Medway, Kent. Resided New Romney, Kent.

Son of Frank and Emma Elizabeth Golding (née Seamer).

Husband of Mary Constance Golding of New Romney, Kent.

Buried Pieta Military Cemetery, Malta, G.C. Grave Ref: Collective grave M. 5.

Pre war member of the Royal Engineers. 4 Searchlight Regiment, Royal Malta
Artillery in which James was serving at the time of his death, was formed in Malta
in 1940 and disbanded in 1944. James lost his life at the height of Axis attempts
to break Malta's resistance, and in April 1942, the island and her people were
awarded the George Cross by H.M. King George VI. Malta's defence relied upon
a combined operation in which the contributions made by the three branches of
the armed forces, and Merchant Navy were equally crucial. Although heavily
pressed in defence, offensive raids launched from the island by air and sea had a
crippling effect on the Axis lines of communication with North Africa, and played
a vital part in the eventual Allied success there.

GORDON, PETER CHARLES. Lieutenant.

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, H.M.S. Daring.

Died Sunday 18 February 1940. Aged 30.

Son of Captain Walter Laurence Evelyn Gordon and of Annie Mildred Gordon
(née Ramsbottom-Isherwood).

Commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Panel 44, Column 2.

Peter's birth was recorded in the Portsmouth, Hampshire, Registration District
during the last quarter of 1909. His father; Captain Walter Laurence Evelyn
Gordon served in the 1/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Princess Charlotte of
Wales's (Royal Berkshire Regiment) during the Great War. Peter's 1375 ton ‘D’
Class destroyer was built by Thornycroft at Southampton, and had been
commisioned on 25 November 1932. H.M.S. Daring commanded by 38 year old
Commander Sydney Alan Cooper, R.N. was torpedoed and sunk about 40
nautical miles east of the Pentland Firth, Scotland, by the German submarine U-
23. At the time of her loss H.M.S. Daring was escorting convoy HN-12 from
Bergen to Methil. There were only 5 survivors of the sinking, and 157 officers and
ratings were lost, including Commander Cooper. Commanding the U-23 was 27
year old Kapitanleutnant Otto Kretschmer ‘Silent Otto’ who ultimately became
one of the most successful and famous submariners of all time, and who was
respected by friends and former enemies. Otto Kretschmer was also meticulous
in his conduct towards the crews of torpedoed ships. When attacking lone
merchant ships in the days before Wolfpack tactics began in earnest, he had
been known to hand down bottles of spirits and blankets into lifeboats, and to
give them the course to the nearest land. Having joined the Bundesmarine
(postwar German navy) in 1955, Otto Kretschmer retired in September 1970 with
the rank of Flottillenadmiral. On 5 August 1998, Otto Kretschmer died in hospital
in Bavaria, Germany, resultant of a boating accident on the river Danube, which
happened when he was on holiday and celebrating his Golden Wedding.
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GRENFELL, GEOFFREY SEYMOUR. Lieutenant-Commander.

Royal Naval Patrol Service, H.M. Trawler Juniper. (T 123).

Died Saturday 8 June 1940. Aged 42.

Born Taplow, Buckinghamshire 2 June 1898.

Son of Riversdale Francis John Grenfell J.P., and of Cecil Blanche Grenfell (née
Lubbuck).

Husband of Anne Catherine Tredick Grenfell (née Wendall).

Commemorated on the Lowestoft Naval Memorial. Panel 1, Column 2.

Geoffrey’s father was a former member of the Coldstream Guards. Prior to his
wartime service, Geoffrey had followed in his fathers (civilian) footsteps as a
Stockbroker. Geoffrey resided at “Inchmahome,” Littlestone-on-Sea, Romney
Marsh, Kent, which was also the former home of Great War casualty William
Emson, who is also commemorated on the New Romney civic tribute. Geoffrey
and his wife also had a London home at 34 Ovington Square, Brompton, London,
SWa3. Geoffrey’s wife Anne; was formerly the Countess of Carnarvon, as her first
husband was Lieutenant-Colonel Henry George Alfred Marius Victor Francis
Herbert, 6th Earl of Carnarvon (1898-1989). On 23 September 1950, Geoffrey’s
widow married Don Stuart Mommand and they both died in 1977. H.M. Trawler
Juniper was a 505 ton vessel built for the Royal Navy in 1939 by Messrs
Ferguson Brothers at Glasgow, she was launched in December 1939 and
commisioned in March 1940, being one of the twenty vessels built at that time
which were known as ‘Tree Class' as the result of being named after varieties of
trees. Codenamed ‘Operation Alphabet’ and carried out between Wednesday 5
and Saturday 8 June 1940, was the evacuation of British and Allied Forces from
Norway. On Friday 7 June, as part of ‘Operation Alphabet,” H.M. Trawler Juniper
commanded by Geoffrey sailed from Tromsg, north of Narvik, escorting the 5600
ton tanker SS Oil Pioneer. At dawn the following day Geoffrey’s crew sighted
heavy warships and an urgent signal was sent from H.M. Trawler Juniper
immediately after sighting the enemy ships. After ordering the SS Oil Pioneer to
sail independently, Geoffrey then ordered his crew to hoist Juniper’s battle flags
and then bravely sailed in to challenge the first of the big ships. Back came the
reply that she was the Royal Navy cruiser H.M.S. Southampton. But the
challenged ship was in fact the mighty 18200 ton German heavy cruiser SMS
Admiral Hipper, which was accompanied by the SMS Scharnhorst, SMS
Gneisenau and four destroyers. Without warning the heavy guns of the Admiral
Hipper commenced firing, blasting Geoffrey’s little ship Juniper out of the water.
Only 4 crew members from the 35 officers and ratings of Geoffrey’'s vessel were
pulled from the water by the German sailors following the sinking, they along with
25 crew members from the SS Oil Pioneer, were destined to spend the rest of
the war in German prisoner of war camps. On the same afternoon that H.M.
Trawler Juniper was lost, the Gneisenau and Scharnhorst would meet up and
sink the 26,518 ton Royal Navy aircraft carrier H.M.S. Glorious (77), and its
escorting and defending A class Royal Navy destroyers, which were the sister
ships the 1,350 ton H.M.S. Acasta (H09) and thel,350 ton H.M.S. Ardent (H41).
The three ships were sunk with the loss of over 1500 officers and ratings.
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HOWEY, ANTHONY JOHN EDWARDS. Lieutenant (A).

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, H.M.S. Merlin. 782 Squadron, Fleet Air Arm.
Died Monday 1 February 1943. Aged 30.

Born Stratton, Bude, Cornwall 9 September 1912.

Son of Captain John (Jack) Edwards P Howey and Gladys M. Howey (née
Hewitt) of “Red Tiles,” Littlestone-on-sea, Kent.

Commemorated on the Lee-on-Solent Memorial. Bay 4, Panel 6.

Anthony was educated at Eton from 1926 to 1931. Prior to his war service,
Anthony had been a Zoologist. Having obtained his Royal Aero Club Certificate
(Pilots Licence) at the Cinque Ports Flying Club, Lympne, Kent, on 16 September
1936 flying a D.H.60 Gypsy, it was an obvious move to make when he applied to
enlist as a pilot early in the Second World War, and was commissioned as a
Temporary Sub-Lieutenant (A) in the Fleet Air Arm on 2 October 1939. After
completing further training plus periods of instruction, and service in the United
Kingdom From 17 December 1940 to 1 February 1941, Anthony served at the
Royal Naval Air Station H.M.S. Grebe, Dekheila, near Alexandria, Egypt, and still
based at H.M.S. Grebe he served as a pilot in 775 Squadron Fleet Air Arm until
December 1941. On 2 October 1940, Anthony was promoted to the rank of
Lieutenant (A). On Wednesday 19 March 1941 a Fulmar of 809 Squadron being
flown by Anthony ditched in the sea, and he and his crewman Leading Airman L.
J. Stevens were rescued by the 2550 ton Royal Navy destroyer H.M.S. JERVIS.
From 6 July 1942 until his death, Anthony served as a pilot in 782 Squadron,
Fleet Air Arm at the Royal Naval Air Station H.M.S. Merlin at Donibristle,
Cowdenbeath, Fife, Scotland. Anthony was killed in an air crash whilst serving in
782 Squadron, F.A.A., which whilst based at Donibristle was a communications
squadron that carried out the bulk of its operations over the North Sea. It would
be somewhat superfluous to add much by way of many details about Anthony’s
father, who was born at Coleshill, Amersham, Buckinghamshire on 17 October
1886. It is probably fair to say that Captain John (Jack) Edwards P Howey is
justifiably best remembered for being the co-founder of the Romney, Hythe and
Dymchurch Railway, which is the smallest public railway in the world. As a
Second Lieutenant in the Bedfordshire Yeomanry, attached to No.6 Squadron,
Royal Flying Corps as an Observer, he nearly lost his life on 11 November 1915
when an FE 2a (No. 5644) of his squadron that he was flying in, was shot down
near Rolleghem Capelle, Belgium, by two German aircraft. The pilot of the
aircraft, 20 year old Claude H. Kelway-Bamber was killed during the attack, and
is at rest at Harlebeke New British Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. John
Howey was quite seriously wounded and was taken prisoner. Following medical
treatment he was later transferred to an internment camp in Switzerland on 19
January 1917, and was eventually being repatriated back to the United Kingdom
on 19 July 1917. Amongst other property owned locally by Captain and Mrs.
Howey was Melbourne Villas, where Leonard Summers a victim of the Second
World War resided. Melbourne Villas was named after the city of Melbourne,
Victoria, Australia, which had been the prime source of multi-millionaire ‘Jack’
Howey'’s vast wealth.
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LUXMOORE, CORYDON. Second Lieutenant, 117909.

4th Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).

Died of wounds Tuesday 11 June 1940.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of The Right Honourable Lord Justice Sir Arthur Fairfax Coryndon
Luxmoore, P.C., K.C., J.P., B.A. and Lady Luxmoore (née Royle) of Bilsington,
Ashford, Kent.

Buried Le Grand-Luce War Cemetery, Sarthe, France.

Grave Ref: Row B. Grave 5.

Commemorated on memorial plaque located in the parish church of St. Peter and
St. Paul, Bilsington, Ashford, Kent, and on the grave of his brother, Second
Lieutenant, Charles Fairfax Coryndon Luxmoore (please see comment below).
Also commemorated on his parents graves in Bilsington churchyard.

Coryndon was mortally wounded by enemy shelling at St. Remy, France on 7
July 1940, the shelling killed Captain Henry J.C. Walker, and wounded about
thirty members of the battalion including two brother officers. Despite the
transcriber of these brief commemorations making a number of enquires, both
locally and further afield, it has still not become clear why Corydon’s brother;
Lieutenant Charles Fairfax Coryndon Luxmoore is also not commemorated at
New Romney. Charles has been added as one of the New Romney Second
World War ‘Lost Man’ casualties on this website, which follow the towns’
commemorated victims of that war.

MASEY, ALFRED VERNON SAMUEL. Gunner, 2038263.

468 Battery, 29 (Kent) Searchlight Regiment, Royal Atrtillery.

Died Wednesday 19 May 1943. Aged 23.

Born Plymouth, Devon. Resided Kent.

Husband of Elizabeth Catherine Veal Masey (née Spencer) of New Romney,
Romney Marsh, Kent.

Buried St. Stephen-by-Saltash Churchyard, St Stephens Road, Saltash,
Cornwall. Grave Ref: Grave 3153.

Pre war member of the 29 Anti Aircraft Battalion, Royal Engineers, Chatham,
Kent. Alfred’s birth was recorded in the Plymouth, Devon, Registration District
during the last quarter of 1919. His mothers’ maiden name was Jones.

MASEY, JACK WALTER. Private, 14507363.

2/6th Battalion, The Queen's Royal Regiment (West Surrey).

Died Tuesday 15 August 1944. Aged 34.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of John Hoad Masey and Ellen Masey of New Romney, Kent.

Husband of Edith May Masey (née Jemison) of New Romney, Romney Marsh,
Kent.

Buried Assisi War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: VIII. G. 10.

Jack’s birth was recorded in the Romney Marsh, Kent, Registration District during
the third quarter of 1910.
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PACKHAM, MAUD MARY. Civilian casualty.

Died Tuesday 11 March 1941. Aged 47.

Daughter of the late E. Packham.

Maud died at 20, Cray Road, Crockenhill, Swanley, Kent, along with husband
and wife 60 year old John William Wellard, and 62 year old Eden Alice Beatrice
Wellard. The three killed together were amongst five people who were killed at
1015 hours on Tuesday 11 March 1941, when four houses at Crockenhill were
wrecked by German bombs. A 12 year old boy; James Andrew Moffat who lived
next door at 22, Cray Road was also killed.

PAINE, FREDERICK GEORGE. Stoker 1st Class, D/KX. 155772.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Plym.

Died Friday 21 September 1945.

Born New Romney 1922.

Son of Bertie Thomas Paine and Lottie May Paine (née Simpson) of New
Romney, Kent.

Commemorated on the Sai Wan (China) Memorial, Sai Wan War Cemetery,
Cape Collinson Road, Hong Kong, China.

The Sai Wan (China) Memorial commemorates 72 casualties of both world wars
whose graves in mainland China could not be maintained, including that of
Frederick who died of wounds. It is not to be confused with the Sai Wan
Memorial, which forms the entrance to the Sai Wan War Cemetery, and
commemorates more than 2,000 Commonwealth servicemen who died in the
Battle of Hong Kong, or subsequently in captivity, who have no known grave.
Frederick’s ship was a Group Il River class frigate. She was laid down at Smiths
Dock Co., South Bank-n-Tees on 1 August 1942, launched on 4 February 1943,
and commissioned into the Royal Navy on 16 May 1943. H.M.S. Plym is arguably
best remembered not for her service during the Second World War, but for the
way she met her end. Frederick’s former ship was used as the detonation
platform for Great Britain’s first nuclear weapon in ‘Operation Hurricane,” when a
25 kiloton atomic bomb was detonated a few seconds before 0930 hours local
time on 3 October 1952, approximately 400 metres from the island of Trimoille in
the Montebello Islands, Western Australia. Unlike the vast majority of former
Royal Naval vessels that took part in the Second World War, which were either
sold for scrap or purchased by other navies around the world, H.M.S. Plym was
vapourised by the atomic bomb.
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PEARSON, DENIS CRAVEN. Second Lieutenant, 95577.

2nd Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).

Died Tuesday 21 May 1940. Aged 20.

Born Kensington, London 15 March 1920.

Son of Major Algernon George Pearson, D.S.O., and Edith Sylvia Pearson (née
Craven) of Knoll Farm, Aldington, Ashford, Kent, and of Clogheen, County
Tipperary, Irish Republic.

Buried Esquelmes War Cemetery, Pecq, Hainaut, Belgium. Grave Ref: V. B. 62.
Commemorated at the parish church of St. Martin’s, Aldington, Ashford, Kent,
and at the non-conformist chapel, Forge Hill, Aldington, Ashford, Kent. Denis is
also commemorated on the Littlestone Golf Club war memorial.

AN APPEAL FOR HELP . For several years the transcriber of these brief
commemorations has been writing a book to commemorate the war dead of both
world wars, who came from the adjoining parishes of Aldington, Bonnington, and
Hurst near Ashford, Kent. As can be seen above one of the Second World War
casualties was DENIS CRAVEN PEARSON. The reason for this appeal for help
is that in addition to gathering information about each of the casualties, and
photographing their graves or memorials, a photograph of most of the casualties
has been obtained for inclusion in the book, all the proceeds of which are going
to charity. One of those of whom a photograph has not been obtained is Denis,
and it seemed an ideal opportunity to here to ask if anybody reading this has, or
knows of a photograph of him. Contact can of course be made via this website.
Many thanks.
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PHILLIPS, THOMAS. Driver, T/7812765.

55 Infantry Brigade Group Transport Company, Royal Army Service Corps.

Died Friday 9 July 1943. Aged 41.

Born County Durham. Resided Kent.

Son of Matthew and Elizabeth Phillips.

Husband of Dorothy Lillian Phillips of Bainsford, Falkirk, Stirlingshire, Scotland.
Buried Kanchanaburi War Cemetery, Myanmar. Grave Ref: 2. J. 10.

Thomas was numbered amongst the approximately 13,000 prisoners of war of
the Japanese that came from the British Commonwealth, Holland and America,
who died and were buried along the railway, during the construction of infamous
Burma-Siam railway, which was built by prisoners of war, and civilians. The
project was driven by the need for improved communications to support the large
Japanese army in Burma. During its construction, in addition to the prisoners of
war who died, an estimated 80,000 to 100,000 civilians also died in the course of
the project, chiefly forced labour brought from Malaya and the Dutch East Indies,
or conscripted in Siam and Burma. Kanchanaburi War Cemetery where Thomas
is at rest, is only a short distance from the site of the former ‘Kanburi,” the
prisoner of war base camp through which most of the prisoners passed on their
way to other camps. It was created by the Army Graves Service who transferred
to it all graves along the southern section of railway, from Bangkok to Nieke.

RALPH, GEORGE BERTIE. Civilian casualty. As commemorated on the brass
memorial plaque in the parish church of St. Nicholas, has almost certainly been
commemorated with his Christian names reversed, and as such is probably:-
RALPH, BERTIE GEORGE. Civilian casualty.

Born New Romney, Kent circal884.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Ralph family resided at 9, Blenheim Road,
Littlestone-on-Sea. Head of the house was 48 year old Iden, Rye, Sussex native
Edwin Ralph, who was employed as a Golf Club Labourer. The then 17 year old
Bertie was employed as a Bricklayers Labourer. Bertie had enlisted in the army
‘For the duration of the war’ on 1 June 1916, at Canterbury, Kent, at which time
he had improved his occupation status, as he stated that he was employed as a
Bricklayer. He served in the Great War as Private, 22955, 2nd Battalion, East
Surrey Regiment, and had served at Salonica from 30 October 1916. He was
evacuated back to the United Kingdom due being an invalid on 29 January 1919.
At the time of his discharge to the army reserve class “Z” on 15 March 1919,
Bertie resided at “Chapel House,” High Street, New Romney, Kent. Whilst
researching and transcribing casualties who are commemorated on the New
Romney tribute at St. Nicholas parish church for inclusion here, no official
commemoration by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission for the above
casualties was found. In addition to the obvious names etcetera, a number of
variants of Christian and surnames for this casualty were entered on the
excellent CWGC ‘Dept of Honour,” At the time of adding the New Romney
casualties on this website, we have now commenced the process of attempting
to redress this apparent unfortunate non-commemoration oversight, by the then
Imperial War Graves Commission during the immediate post Second World War
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years. If we are ultimately successful with our application to get Bertie officially
commemorated, his name will of course be added to the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission ‘Dept of Honour,” which commemorates more than 67,000
Commonwealth civilians who died as a result of enemy action during the Second
World War. Their names are listed on a roll of honour, housed near St George’s
Chapel in Westminster Abbey, London. It should be pointed out that if it is
subsequently found that Bertie’s grave is unmarked, unlike armed service
casualties of the Second World War, he would not be entitled to a regulation
pattern headstone provided by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. As
on other occasions we will hopefully generated enough support from
organisations and individuals to provide funding for a suitable headstone.

RALPH, LEONARD ERNEST. Private, 7647408.

4 Ordnance Store Company, Royal Army Ordnance Corps.

Died Friday 12 November 1943. Aged 23.

Born and resided New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Son of Edwin James Ralph and Henrietta Ralph (née Marshall) of New Romney,
Romney Marsh, Kent.

Buried Thanbyuzayat War Cemetery, Myanmar. Grave Ref: B4. X. 15.

Like Thomas Phillips who is briefly commemorated above, Ralph also died whilst
working on the notorious Burma-Siam railway. The village of Thanbyuzayat
where Ralph is at rest, is situated 40 miles south of the port of Moulmein, and it
became a prisoner of war administration headquarters and base camp in
September 1942, and in January 1943 a base hospital was organised for the
sick. The camp was close to a railway marshalling yard and workshops, and
heavy casualties were sustained among the prisoners during Allied bombing
raids in March and June 1943. The camp was then evacuated and the prisoners,
including the sick, were marched to camps further along the line where camp
hospitals were set up. For some time, however, Thanbyuzayat continued to be
used as a reception centre for the groups of prisoners arriving at frequent
intervals to reinforce the parties working on the line up to the Burma-Siam
border. Thanbyuzayat War Cemetery was created by the Army Graves Service
who transferred to it all graves along the northern section of the railway, between
Moulmein and Nieke. Leonard’s father; Edwin James Ralph served during the
Great War, initially as a member of The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment), in
which he had previously served as a regular soldier as a member of the 1st
Battalion prior to the Great War. When he attested at Canterbury, Kent on 12
December 1915, he stated that he was 38 years and 7 months old, employed as
a Chauffeur, and that he resided at Lansdown Cottages, New Romney, Romney
Marsh, Kent. On 10 August 1916 he was mobilised, and posted to serve in the
4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment), and only
nine days later he was transferred to the 3/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion of the
regiment. After serving in the United Kingdom, he was posted to India on 18
March 1917, as a member of the 1/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion. Edwin was
later transferred to serve as a Private in the 2nd Battalion, South Staffordshire
Regiment, in which he then continued to serve after the Great War.
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SCOTT, KENNETH BERTRAM. M.C., B.A. (Oxon.). Major, 78613.
6th Battalion, Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

Died Monday 9 August 1943. Aged 27.

Born Sussex. Resided Surrey.

Son of Osmund and Mary Cecilia Scott.

Husband of Denise Scott of Tadworth, Surrey.

Buried Catania War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: V. J. 15.

Pre war member of the Queen’'s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

SHEPPARD, REGINALD NELSON. Chief Petty Officer, C/JX 153268.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Thanet. (H29).

Died Saturday 31 January 1942. Aged 43.

Born Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent 8 May 1897.

Son of John Edwin Sheppard, and of Bessie Sheppard (née George).

Husband of Anne Sheppard (née Hopkins) of Rainham, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 83.

Reginald had joined the Royal Navy as a Boy Entrant, and originally had the
official number J/22296; he had also served during the Great War. Reginald’s
ship was a 950 ton Admiralty ‘S’ Class destroyer which was built by Hawthorn
Leslie & Co., of Hebburn-on-Tyne, and had been commissioned on Friday 30
August 1919 H.M.S. Thanet commanded by Lieutenant Commander Bernard
Sydney Davies, R.N., along with H.M.S. Tenedos, H.M.S. Scout, H.M.S.
Stronghold, H.M.S. Thracian and H.M.S. Sturdy, sailed for the Far East in 1939
to form local defence flotillas at Hong Kong and Singapore. When the Second
World War broke out H.M.S. Sturdy was on passage in the Mediterranean and
was detained there, but returned home after the fall of France in 1940. On the
night of Monday 26 January 1942, H.M.S. Thanet along with the 1470 ton
Australian destroyer H.M.A.S Vampire which was commanded by Lieutenant-
Commander W. T. A. Moran, was ordered to go to Endau on the east coast of
Malaya where it had been reported that Japanese forces were landing.
Unfortunately what was not reported was that there was a very large contingent
of Japanese war ships assisting in the landing. H.M.S. Thanet and H.M.A.S
Vampire went in, but within minutes Reginald’s ship had been hit by torpedoes
and gun fire at about 0400 hours on Tuesday 27 January, by the Fubuki, Asagiri,
Yugiri, Hatsuyuki, Amargiri, and Shirayuki. After being hit in her engine and boiler
rooms, H.M.S. Thanet’s speed rapidly falls off and an explosion wrecks her. After
the final explosion the destroyer went dead in the water, and listed heavily to
starboard and started to sink. H.M.A.S Vampire, after trying to cover the Thanet
with smoke, was forced to withdraw from the area, and was unable to undertake
a rescue of any of the officers or ratings from H.M.S. Thanet, miraculously
H.M.A.S Vampire was unscathed, made good her escape and entered Singapore
Harbour at 1000 the same morning. Although she quickly sank, a number of the
crew from H.M.S. Thanet escaped and most of them eventually made their way
overland to Singapore. The official number of survivors of the ships compliment
of H.M.S. Thanet was 57. A number of the crew including Reginald were taken
prisoner by the Japanese Navy, and then handed over to the Japanese military
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authorities. After the Second World War the families of those missing were
informed by the War Department that their next of kin had been taken prisoner on
Tuesday 27 January 1942, and that they had died in a prisoner of war camp on
Saturday 31 January 1942, adding that they had no known grave.

SIMPSON, GEORGE EDWIN. Corporal, 5503185.

1/4th Battalion, Hampshire Regiment.

Died Thursday 22 April 1943. Aged 25.

Born and resided London.

Buried Medjez-el-Bab War Cemetery, Tunisia. Grave Ref: 2. A. 20.

SIMS, CECIL EDWARD. Civilian casualty.

Died Tuesday 22 October 1940. Aged 40.

Born New Romney, Kent 1900.

Son of Edward and Louisa Sims (née Ramsden).

Husband of Louisa W. Sims (née Lake) of 5 Mountfield Row, Littlestone-on-Sea,
Romney Marsh, Kent.

Cecil died at Warren Road, Littlestone-on-Sea, Romney Marsh, Kent.

SPROULE, ANDREW ROGER WALDYVE. Captain, 1A/975.

2nd Royal Lancers, (Gardner's Horse), Indian Armoured Corps.

Died Tuesday 8 April 1941. Aged 29.

Born 17 November 1911.

Son of Colonel Harry Hatton Sproule, 2nd Royal Lancers (Gardner's Horse)
Indian Army, and of Mrs. Evelyn Sproule (née Harene) of Ealing, Middlesex.
Husband of Mrs. Mary Gwynedd Phillips (formerly Sproule), (née Terry).
Commemorated on the Alamein Memorial, Egypt. Column 167.

During the Great War, Andrew’s father who was a native of Chatham, Kent, had
served as a Major (4th Cavalry), and served on the Western Front from 12
October 1914. Andrew was educated at Wellington College, Crowthorne,
Berkshire, and at the Royal Military College, Sandhurst. After passing out from
Sandhurst, Andrew was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant, and placed on
the unattached List (Indian Army). He was commissioned in the Indian Army on
23 October 1932. During the summer of 1937, Andrew qualified at the Cavalry
Combined Course at the Small Arms School at Pachmarhi, Madhya Pradesh,
Central India. On 27 August 1939, it being quite litteraly only a few days prior to
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the commencement of the Second World War, Andrew was promoted to the rank
of Captain. At the commencement of the Second World War, 2nd Royal Lancers,
(Gardner's Horse), was still serving as mounted cavalry, in much the same way
as when his father had served in the regiment. The regiment was converted to a
mechanized formation as part of the Indian Armoured Corps in October 1939.
The regiment trained with 3 Motor Brigade during 1940, with PAVO Cavalry and
the 18th Cavalry. In December 1940 the regiment was mobilised and went to
Egypt, and thence to Cyrenaica. In early April 1941 the 2nd Royal Lancers,
(Gardner's Horse), saw action against Erwin Rommel's Panzer Corps at Mechili,
and it whilst Andrew was serving as the adjutant of his regiment that he was
killed in action at Mechili in the Western Desert on 8 April 1941. During the
withdrawal to Egypt from September 1941 to May 1942, the regiment was
deployed in Syria. In May 1942 the regiment was send forward again to
Cyrenaica and, with 3 Motor Brigade, fought with 7 Armoured at Alamein. From
July 1942 the 2nd Royal Lancers, (Gardner's Horse), was employed in Palestine,
Persia and Iraq, and returned to India in 1943. After three months it converted to
an armoured car regiment and moved to the North West Frontier in 1944 where it
remained until the end of the Second World War. On Thursday 19 March 1942,
Andrew was [posthumously] Mentioned in Despatches for his services in the
Middle East theatre of the war.

SUMMERS, LEONARD RICHARD. Civilian casualty.

Died Tuesday 22 October 1940. Aged 17.

Son of Geoffrey Summers of 4 Melbourne Villas, Station Road, New Romney,
Romney Marsh, Kent.

Leonard died at Warren Road, Littlestone-on-Sea, Romney Marsh, Kent.

WIRE, ALBERT FRANCIS. Gunner, 11422011.

14 (West Lothian Royal Scots) Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery.

Died Friday 16 February 1945. Aged 22.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Hammond John and Harvey Louisa Wire (née Atkins) of New Romney,
Romney Marsh, Kent.

Buried Ancona War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: IV. G. 1.

Albert's Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, was a Territorial Army formation of the
Royal Artillery, which at the commencement of the Second World war was based
at Linlithgow, Scotland. In 1941 during the Siege of Tobruk, it had been part of
the Tobruk Garrison. In September 1941, whilst the siege was still going on it
became a formation in the 8th Army in North Africa. In may 1942 it was
transferred to Middle East Land Forces, before returning to the 8th Army in North
Africa in July 1943. Leading up to Albert’s death, it was posted to Italy as part of
the 12 Anti Aircraft Brigade in September 1943, where it then remained until
returning to the United Kingdom in May 1945, being designated as part of the
Home Forces.
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WIMBLE, ELSIE KATE. Civilian casualty.

Died 4 October 1940. Aged 38.

Resided at 4 St. Nicholas Terrace, Hythe, Kent.

Elsie’s birth was registered in the Romney Marsh, Kent district, during the last
quarter of 1902. Elsie died at 9 The Arcade, Hythe, Kent, when at least three
people lost their lives when a German bomb hit The Arcade exploded. In addition
to those who lost their lives several people were injured, some of them seriously.

WITCHELL, MICHAEL JAMES HENSHALL. Lance Corporal, 6401679.

5th Cinque Ports Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment.

Died Tuesday 21 May 1940. Aged 24.

Born Kent. Resided Sussex.

Son of George Gordon Henshal Witchell, and of Mrs. Ella May Witchell (née
James) of Pyrford, Woking, Surrey.

Husband of Jeffery Amelia Witchell of Rye, Sussex.

Commemorated on the Dunkirk Memorial, Nord, France. Column 63.

Michael's battalion was a Territorial Army formation, and as was the case with all
of the other T.A. units, at the commencement of the Second World War the 5th
Cinque Ports Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment was mobilised. Initially its duties
was mainly by way of guarding a number of vulnerable points within the county of
Sussex. The battalion then moved to Dorset to carry out intensive battle training
in preparation for its deployment overseas. Whilst carrying out the training in
Dorset it was joined with the 2nd and 4th Battalions of the Royal Sussex
Regiment to form the 133rd (Royal Sussex) Brigade, of the 44th (Home
Counties) Division which was commanded by Major-General E.A. Osborne. On
Wednesday 3 April 1940, Michael's battalion left the Dorset village of Cattistock
were it had been training, and left for Southampton to cross to France and join
the British Expeditionary Force. The battalion arrived at the French port of
Cherbourg on the night of 8/9 April 1940 on board the 36,287 ton troopship S.S.
Amsterdam. At the time of joining the British Expeditionary Force in France the
battalion was comprised of 29 Offices and 690 other ranks. During the night of
the 9/10 April the battalion moved to Vivoin in the Pays de la Loire region of
France. From Vivoin Michael's battalion then moved to Belleuse, Somme, and
after two days marched to St.Pol, with the H.Q. being set up at Conteville with
the other companies at located at Eps, Pas de Calais and at Hestus. On the
Saturday 11 May, a move was made to Lillers, to perform Line of Communication
and Guard duties. The battalion then moved to the Petegem area in Belgium, via
Motor transport to take up defensive duties. After arrival the battalion was
ordered to march back some 17 miles into France, then after marching all night
were ordered to turn round again and head straight back to where they had come
from. On the Monday 20 May the battalion moved to Wortegem to take up
defensive duties covering the river Escaut, with trenches on the forward slopes,
where it was subjected to enemy shell and mortar fire. The battalion suffered
several casualties either killed, wounded or missing during the two days that it
spend defending the Escaut at Wortegem. Michael was one of the men who were
originally posted as missing following the withdrawal to Courtrai on 22 May 1940.
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WRAIGHT, GEORGE THOMAS JAMES. Leading Seaman, C/JX 140756.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Matrtin. (G 44).

Died Tuesday 10 November 1942. Aged 25.

Born New Romney, Kent.

Son of James and Beatrice Mary Wraight (née Lenard) of New Romney, Romney
Marsh, Kent.

Husband of Geraldine Frances Edith Wraight (née Foster) of New Romney,
Romney Marsh, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 52, Column 3, as shown
on the photograph above.

George and his wife Geraldine, who was also a native of New Romney, were
only married for a few months before he lost his life at sea, as their marriage was
registered in the Folkestone, Kent, registration district during the first quarter of
1942. Even when she is compared to many of the other Second World War naval
ships losses, George’s ship only survived for a short time. Built by Vickers
Armstrong of Newcastle-on-Tyne, H.M.S. Martin, which was a 1930 ton M class
destroyer, was commissioned on Saturday 4 April 1942. Commanded by
Commander Charles Richard “Dick" Powys Thomson, D.S.O., R.N. George’s
ship was torpedoed and sunk by the German submarine U-431, when both
vessels were to the northeast of the coast of Algiers, Algeria, during ‘Operation
Torch.” George’s ship had been part of the escort group for Force ‘H’ during
‘Operation Torch,” which were the Allied forces amphibious landings on the coast
of North Africa. To play her part in ‘Operation Torch,” H.M.S. Martin had sailed
from the naval base at Scapa Flow on Friday 30 October 1942 as part of the
escort for Force ‘H,” and after fuelling at Gibraltar on Thursday 5 November she
re-joined Force ‘H,” covering the amphibious landings at Algiers and Oran, on
Sunday 8 November. The task that was allotted to Force “H” was to guard
against action by the Italian Fleet, during the landings at North Africa. Only 63
members of the destroyers’ crew were initially survivors, and 161 officers and
ratings were lost at the time of the sinking of George’s ship. Commanding the U-
431 at the time that H.M.S. Martin was sunk, was 35 year old German ex
merchant navy officer, Kapitanleutnant Wilhelm Dommes. A native of Buchberg,
West Prussia, Wilhelm Dommes sank a total of 11 allied vessels during the
Second World War between Thursday 2 October 1941 and Saturday 17 July
1943, in addition to the vessels which he sunk, another two of the allied ships
that he attacked were damaged. Wilhelm Dommes was promoted to the rank of
Fregattenkapitan on 30 January 1945, and unlike many of his comrades he
survived the appalling losses that were suffered by the German uboat crews of
the Second World War, which was in some part due to the fact that he was a
shore based commander in the Far East theatre of the war from the autumn of
1943. He died at Hannover, Germany on 23 January 1990, aged 82.
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The Second World War

1939 - 1945

Lost Men
ANDREWS, HORACE CHARLES. Civilian casualty.
Died Friday 27 November 1942. Aged 59.
Resided at “Fairhaven,” Littlestone Road, New Romney, Kent.
Horace died at “Stoneycroft,” Roberts Road, Greatstone, Lydd, Kent.

CLAPHAM, FRANK WILLIAM OSBORNE. Able Seaman, P/JX 129975.

Royal Navy, HM.M.A.C. 5.

Died Thursday 26 December 1940. Aged 30.

Born Cheltenham, Gloucestershire.

Son of William Charles and Ada Blanche Clapham (née Hoddy) of St. Paul's,
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire.

Buried New Romney Cemetery, Romney Marsh, Kent. Grave Ref: 1130.

Frank was numbered amongst the eight officers and ratings that perished with
the loss of H.M. Motor Attendant Craft 5, on Boxing Day 1940. She was
presumed to have been mined, off the coast of Gunfleet, Frinton-on-Sea, Essex.
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GRAVER, ALFRED STANLEY. Sergeant, 7882953.

3rd Royal Tank Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps.

Died Monday 24 February 1941. Aged 28.

Born Norfolk. Resided Kent.

Son of Alfred and Beatrice Alice Graver.

Husband of Constance Joan Graver of Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent.

Buried Ismailia War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt. Grave Ref: 2.C.7.
Commemorated on the Lydd, Romney March, Kent, civic war memorial, and on
Second World War memorial plaque at the Memorial Hall, Lydd, Kent.

Pre war member of the Royal Tank Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps.

HALLS, ROLAND ERNEST. Petty Officer, P/JX 143960.

Royal Navy.

Died Saturday 10 February 1945. Aged 26.

Born Kent.

Son of William and Edith Halls (née Wratten).

Husband of Rosalie Violet Halls (née Gillett) of Littlestone-on-Sea, Romney
Marsh, Kent.

Buried St. Stephens Churchyard, Lympne, Kent. Grave Ref: Grave 58A.

Roland’s birth was registered in the Elham, Kent Registration District during the
first quarter of 1919. Roland’s marriage to Miss Rosalie Violet Gillett, was
registered in the Folkestone, Kent Registration District during the last quarter of
1943.
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LUXMOORE, CHARLES FAIRFAX CORYDON. Second Lieutenant, P/107706.
General List.

Died Thursday 30 November 1939.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of The Right Honourable Lord Justice Sir Arthur Fairfax Coryndon
Luxmoore, P.C., K.C., J.P., B.A. and Lady Luxmoore (née Royle) of Bilsington,
Ashford, Kent.

Buried in the family plot at Bilsington (St. Peter and St. Paul) Churchyard,
Ashford, Kent.

The father of the Luxmoore brothers, Sir Arthur Fairfax Coryndon Luxmoore,
(1876-1944) P.C., K.C., J.P., B.A. was a former Lord Justice of Appeal and
Mayor of New Romney, Kent. Sir Arthur was appointed a Privy Councillor in
1938; he died in a London hospital on September 25 after a heart attack.
Educated at King's School, Canterbury, and Jesus College, Cambridge, Sir
Arthur Fairfax Charles Coryndon Luxmoore took a prominent part in games.
Excelling at Rugby football, he got his Blue, playing at Queen's Club against
Oxford in 1896 and 1897, while in 1900 he played for England against Scotland,
and next year against Wales. His cricket interest centered chiefly in the Kent
county club, of which he was President in 1933 when they finished third in the
championship competition.

MOGG, FREDERICK ARTHUR HENRY. Civilian casualty.

Died Friday 30 August 1940. Aged 54.

Born Weymouth Dorset.

Son of the late Henry Mark Mogg and Frances S. Mogg of 30 Crossways, Lee-
on-Solent, Hampshire.

Husband of Lois Mogg (née Bulgin) of 2 Rose Villas, Church Road, New
Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.

Frederick died at Littlestone-on-Sea. It would seem likely that Frederick was a
long time resident of the New Romney area, having married 25 year old
Hastings, Sussex native Miss Lois Bulgin there in 1909. No clear trace of
Frederick was found on the 1901 census, but at the time of the 1891 census, the
Mogg family resided at No.4 the Coast Guard Station, Hurst Castle (Hordle),
Hampshire. Head of the house as recorded by the census enumerator was 32
year old Weymouth Dorset native Henry Mark Mogg, who was employed as a
Coast Guard. Frederick’s late father was born Melcome Regis Weymouth, Dorset
on 1 March 1859, and had served in the Royal Navy at which time his official
number was 88351.

RATTLE, WILLIAM HARRY. Private, 7634693.

Royal Army Ordnance Corps, 67 Heavy Anti Aircraft Regiment Workshop.
Died 14 July 1942. Aged 33.

Born West London. Resided Ipswich, Suffolk.

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Rattle of Ipswich, Suffolk.

Buried Delhi War Cemetery, India. Grave Ref: 6. D. 7.

At the time of the 1911 census, the Rattle family resided in New Romney.
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SHIRLAW N. G.
SHIRLAW, NORMAN GEORGE. Private, K/50495.
20 Combined General Hospital, Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps.
Died 2 August 1944. Aged 20.
Born Victoria, Canada 16 March 1925. Enlisted Vancouver, Canada.
Son of the late Ninian Thomson Shirlaw, and of Florence Mary Shirlaw, of New
Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent, formerly of 2329 Kings Avenue, West
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.
Buried Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey. Grave Ref: 52. J. 10.
Commemorated on the east plinth of the West Vancouver Memorial Arch, British
Columbia, Canada, as shown above, and also on page 442 of the Canadian
Second World War Book of Remembrance.
Norman was educated at the Pauline Johnson and West Van High School. He
left Canada for overseas service in September 1942. Having been ill for a month,
Norman died at the No. 23 Canadian General Military Hospital, College Road,
Abbotts Langley, Leavesden, Hertfordshire, where he was a member of the
hospital staff. In addition to the above forms of rememberance of Norman, he
also has a road named after him. A name was required by the Canadian Forest
Service, for forestry access road identification; and in the absence of any known
local name, "Shirlaw" was submitted by the Forest Engineering staff in 1966 to
commemorate Norman, The name was accepted, and Norman is honoured by
same at Lake Shirlaw, off the Cassiar Highway 37, British Columbia, Canada.

TAYLOR, JAMES. Civilian casualty.

Died Thursday 27 July 1944. Aged 61.

Resided at Churchland Villa, Church Road, New Romney, Romney Marsh, Kent.
James was injured on 20 July 1944, at Lydd Army Camp; and died whilst he was
a patient at the Hurstwood Park War Emergency Hospital, Haywards Heath,
Sussex.
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WILD, ARTHUR. Private, 3598955.

1st Battalion, Border Regiment.

Died Saturday 28 September 1940. Aged 20.

Born Nottingham, Nottinghamshire. Resided Oldham, Lancashire.
Son of William and Clara Wild of Werneth, Oldham, Lancashire.

Buried New Romney Cemetery, Romney Marsh, Kent. Grave Ref: 1132.
Pre war member of the Border Regiment.
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Post Second World War

BOUCHIER, REGINALD WILLIAM. Lance Corporal, 14381725.

Royal Armoured Corps.

Died Sunday 3 November 1946. Aged 22.

Son of Marcel Maurice and Ivy Doris Bouchier of New Romney, Kent.
Buried New Romney Cemetery, Romney Marsh, Kent. Grave Ref: 969.
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BURGESS, SYDNEY. Lieutenant, 119192.

Royal Army Pay Corps.

Died Tuesday 9 July 1946. Aged 54.

Husband of Flore Marie Francoise Burgess of Littlestone-on-Sea, Kent.
Buried New Romney Cemetery, Romney Marsh, Kent. Grave Ref: 912.
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