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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

 
 

BOORMAN, FREDERICK GEORGE. Leading Seaman, 4386B. 
Royal Naval Reserve, H.M. Ketch "Janet." 
Died 6 November 1918. Aged 36. 
Born Ospringe, Faversham, Kent 5 July 1882. 
Son of Edward James Boorman and Julia Boorman (née Pordage).  
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 30. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Boorman family resided at Water Lane, 
Ospringe, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 32 year old Cudham, Kent 
native Edward James Boorman, who was employed as a Cement Works 
Labourer who later died at Oare on 3 January 1931. Frederick died of an illness, 
as opposed to having been killed in action or died of wounds etcetera. 
 
COLE, CHARLES ROBERT. Private, 82241. 
26th (Service) Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 
Died Friday 23 November 1918. Aged 36. 
Son of the late George Robert Cole and Esther Cole of 1, Pheasants Cottages, 
Oare, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Lille Southern Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: I. B. 8. 
Formerly Private, 240762, Bedfordshire Regiment, and Private, 47758, Royal 
Irish Rifles. Charles was a brother of the next casualty briefly commemorated 
below, and of Albert Edward Cole who lost his life in the explosion at the Cotton 
Powder Company and the Explosives Loading Company works at Uplees, and ��  
commemorated on the Oare memorial plaque as a civilian casualty. At the time 
of the 1901 census, the Cole family resided at 2, Pheasants Cottages, Oare, 
Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Faversham, Kent native 
Esther Cole, who was a widow. Another one of the Cole brothers; Alec Cole, 
served in the Machine Gun Corps during the Great War, and also following the 
cessation of hostilities. Alec served in India prior to being discharged as a ‘Z’ 
Reservist on Tuesday 12 April 1921. 
  
COLE, WALTER DAVID. Private, 34744. 
10th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Battalion). 
Died Saturday 18 November 1916. Aged 27. 
Born Luddenham, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted and resided Faversham, Kent. 
Son of the late George Robert Cole and Esther Cole of 1, Pheasants Cottages, 
Oare, Faversham, Kent. 
Husband of Ethel Gertrude Cole of 6, Granville Flats, Love Street, Herne Bay, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. 
Pier and Face 8 C 9 A and 16 A. 
Please see casualty above for brief additional Cole family information. 
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CROWHURST, PERCY WILLIAM. Private, S/675. 
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Thursday 20 July 1915. 
Born Oare, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Faversham, 
Kent. 
Son of Charles Ebenezer Crowhurst and Annie Flora Crowhurst (née Wilson). 
Buried La Brique Military Cemetery No.1, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
Grave Ref: C. 4. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Crowhurst family resided at Russell Place, 
Oare, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 34 year old Preston, Kent native 
Charles Ebenezer Crowhurst, who was employed as a Nitric Acid Maker. Aged 
17 years and 3 months and employed as a Labourer, Percy enlisted in the 
Territorial Force at Faversham on 4 December 1912 for a 4 year engagement, at 
which time he resided at Church Road, Oare. Following his T.F. enlistment Percy 
served as Gunner, 456, in the Home Counties (Kent) Heavy Battery, Royal 
Garrison Artillery. Having served for 1 year and 83 days in the Territorial Force, 
Percy was discharged on 24 February 1914 to allow him to enlist as a regular 
soldier in the Royal Regiment of Artillery at Chatham, Kent. Following his regular 
enlistment, Percy was posted to No.1 Depot, Royal Field Artillery at Newcastle-
on-Tyne. Percy’s regular career was of only a short duration and lasted 52 days, 
due to the fact that he had at some point in the past had the second finger of his 
left hand amputated. Although the loss of his finger had been noted at the time of 
his Territorial Force and Regular Army medicals, and that his character had been 
assessed as ‘Good,’ Percy was deemed to be “Not likely to become an efficient 
soldier” (Medically Unfit). The real reason for Percy’s discharge was due to the 
fact that the loss of his finger had resulted in him being unable to control the reins 
of the horse teams, when towing guns and limbers. On 3 October 1914, Percy 
enlisted in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) Special Reserve at Canterbury, Kent, 
and initially served at the Regimental Depot of the regiment at Canterbury. At the 
time of his final enlistment, Percy who was employed as a Gun Cotton Labourer, 
stated that he had previous military service in the Royal Field Artillery and that he 
had been medically discharged. Ten days after his posting to the Regimental 
Depot, Percy was posted to the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment) at The Citadel, Western Heights, Dover, Kent, where he remained 
until being transferred to serve in the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment) on 6 March 1915. After serving for 291 days, Percy was killed in 
action on Thursday 20 July 1915, and was one of four other ranks in his battalion 
who fell that day. Percy’s was apparently a case, as was that of many men who 
were discharged from the armed forces, that were at the time deemed to being 
unsuitable for military service, prior to both the Great War, and the Second World 
War, but it would appear that Percy’s contribution to the war effort was welcomed 
during Great Britain’s hour of need. 
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EVANS, WILLIAM ALBERT. Bombadier, 77820. 
123rd Battery, 28th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died Wednesday 2 May 1917. Aged 32. 
Born St. Pancras, London. 
Son of William Albert Evans and Louisa Evans of The Vicarage, Oare, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Buried La Targette British Cemetery, Neuville-St. Vaast, Pas de Calais, France. 
Grave Ref: I. A. 10. 
William served in France from 19 August 1914, and in addition to the British War 
and Victory Medals he was also awarded the 1914 Star with the date clasp. 
 
FOSTER, WILLIAM PERCY. Private, G/17538. 
2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Died Tuesday 12 September 1916. Aged 21. 
Born Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. 
Eldest son of William Henry Foster and Harriet Ellen Foster (née Carpenter) of 
Church House, Oare, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried St. Sever Cemetery, Rouen, Seine-Maritime, France.  
Grave Ref: B. 21. 23. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Foster family resided at 62, Westgate Road, 
Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 33 year old Graveney, Faversham, 
Kent native William Henry Foster, who was an Own Account Market Gardener 
and General Carman. A former member of the Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles, 
William had been badly wounded in the head two days prior to his death in 
hospital at Rouen. 
 
GOODWIN, THOMAS. Bandsman, T/1663. 
1st/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Monday 12 July 1915. 
Born Davington, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Margate, Isle of Thanet, Kent. 
Resided Faversham, Kent. 
Son of Thomas E. and Annie E. Goodwin of Oare, Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Kirkee Memorial 1914-1918, India. Face 3. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Goodwin family resided at 1, Becket Street, 
Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 38 year old Sittingbourne, Kent native 
Thomas E. Goodwin, who was employed as a Brickmaker. Thomas (junior) was 
recorded by the census enumerator as being 17 years old, and employed as a 
Plumbers Apprentice. If the census entry is correct, it would mean that would 
have been about 31 years old when he died whilst serving in India, of Typhoid 
Fever, which is also known as Enteric Fever, Salmonella Typhi or more 
commonly just as Typhoid. 
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LUCKHURST, ALBERT HENRY. Private, 75897. 
Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) posted to 2nd/2nd (City of London) 
Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers). 
Died Thursday 8 August 1918. Aged 19. 
Born Preston, Faversham, Kent.  Enlisted and resided Faversham, Kent. 
Son of John and Laura Luckhurst (née Attaway) of 64, Upper Brents, Preston, 
Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery, 
Pas de Calais, France. Panel 3, and on the Davington, Faversham, Kent parish 
tribute which is located in the parish church of St. Mary Magdalene & St. 
Lawrence, Davington, Faversham, Kent,  
Formerly Private, TR/10/2841, 21st Training Regiment. At the time of the 1901 
census, the Luckhurst family resided at 24, Upper Brents, Faversham, Kent. 
Head of the house was 38 year old Preston, Faversham, Kent native John 
Luckhurst, who was employed as a General Labourer. 
 
PHILPOTT, ARTHUR. Private, 10772. 
1st Regiment, South African Infantry, (Cape of Good Hope Regiment). 
Died Sunday 9 December 1917. Aged 39. 
Born Davington, Faversham, Kent. 
Son of Esther Philpott (née Wright) of Forge House, Church Road, Oare, 
Faversham, Kent, and of the late John Philpott. 
Buried Fins New British Cemetery, Sorel-Le-Grand, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: III. B. 3. 
At the time of the 1891 census, the Philpott family resided Oare Street, near the 
Three Mariners Inn. Head of the house was 61 year old St. Lawrence, isle of 
Thanet, Kent native John Philpott, who was recorded by the census enumerator 
as being a Cart Proprietor. Arthur’s late father, John Philpott died in 1917, aged 
87, at “Homeside,” Church Road, Oare, Faversham, Kent, and his mother died at 
Oare in 1931, aged 90. 
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ANDERSON, HENRY. Civilian casualty. 
Died Sunday 2 April 1916. 
Born Oare, Faversham, Kent.  
Only son of Frank and Susannah Elizabeth Anderson (née Quarrinton) of Oare, 
Faversham, Kent. 
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Commemorated on memorial stone adjacent to the Explosive Loading Company, 
Ltd. collective grave at Faversham Borough Cemetery, Ladydene, Whitstable 
Road, Faversham, Kent, and on the grave of his parents in Oare churchyard. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Anderson family resided at Church Road, 
Oare, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 34 year old Oare native Frank 
Anderson, who was employed as a Brickfield Labourer. The census enumerator 
recorded Henry as being 10 year old native of Oare. The transcribers grandfather 
is in the process of formulating a roll of honour, commemorating all those who 
lost their lives in the explosion at Uplees on Sunday 2 April 1916. When 
completed it will be added to those which are already on www.kentfallen. com 
website, and Henry and the other three victims who are commemorated in the 
parish church at Oare, will of course also be included on same. 
 

 
COLE, ALBERT EDWARD. Civilian casualty. 
Died Sunday 2 April 1916. 
Born Goodnestone, Kent. 
Son of the late George Robert Cole and Esther Cole of 1, Pheasants Cottages, 
Oare, Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on memorial stone adjacent to the Explosive Loading Company, 
Ltd. collective grave at Faversham Borough Cemetery, Ladydene, Whitstable 
Road, Faversham, Kent. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Cole family resided at 2, Pheasants 
Cottages, Oare, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old 
Faversham, Kent native Esther Cole, who was a widow. The census enumerator 
recorded Albert as being a 16 year old Powder Mill Labourer. 
 

 
WALKER , HENRYCHARLES. Civilian casualty. 
Died Sunday 2 April 1916. 
Born Battersea, Surrey. 
Son of Henry Walker. 
Husband of Christiana Walker. 
Buried 6 April 1916, Faversham Borough Cemetery, Ladydene, Whitstable Road, 
Faversham, Kent. Grave Ref: Explosive Loading Company, Ltd. collective grave. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Walker family resided at 2, Amos Cottages, 
Oare, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old Battersea, Surrey 
native, Henry Charles Walker who was employed as a Powder Mill Labourer. 
Henry’s wife Christiana was a native of Germany.  
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WOODS, HERBERT JOHN. Civilian casualty. 
Died Sunday 2 April 1916. 
Buried 6 April 1916, Faversham Borough Cemetery, Ladydene, Whitstable Road, 
Faversham, Kent. Grave Ref: Explosive Loading Company, Ltd. collective grave. 
It would appear that Herbert is commemorated on the grave as H.WOOD.  
 
 

The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

Lost Men 
 

HARRIS, THOMAS HENRY. Private, 613097. 
19th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment, (St. Pancras). 
Died 18 December 1917. 
Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Faversham, Kent. 
Stepson of Mr. J. Revell of 11, Russell Place, Oare, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: XXXI. D. 13. 
Formerly Private, 4229, 4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment), and Private, 7151, 19th (County of London) Battalion, London 
Regiment, (St. Pancras). Unfortunately it has not been possible at this time to 
add Thomas’s place of birth, or details appertaining to his natural parents/family. 
Working on the assumption that he was born in the Faversham area of Kent, it 
was found whilst researching that a not insignificant number of births were 
registered for males with the names Thomas Harris. Unfortunately, by trawling 
the 1901 census for Kent was also unsuccessful for a clear match. 
 
JONES, THOMAS HENRY. Private, 18453. 
11th (Service) Battalion, (Lewisham), Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 27 December 1917. Aged 23. 
Son of Mrs. C. Jones of 2, Pheasant Cottages, Church Road, Oare, Faversham, 
Kent. 
Buried Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey. Grave Ref: XIII. E. 7A. 
As is it would appear is unfortunately the case with the vast majority of army 
other ranks war deaths, which occurred within the United Kingdom during the 
Great War, Thomas has no entry in/on “Soldier Died in the Great War.” Due to 
his SDGW omission it has not been possible to add Thomas’s places of birth, 
enlistment or residence. The best match for Thomas and his family on the 1901 
census appears to be that of a family residing at 9, St. Margarets Place, Quarry 
Hill Road, Tonbridge, Kent. Head of the house was 32 year old Yalding, Kent 
native Edward Jones, who was employed as a Plasterers Labourer. Amongst the 
seven Jones children at home on the night of the census was 6 year old Royal 
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Tunbridge Wells, Kent native Thomas H. Jones, whose mother was Catherine 
Jones and possibly the lady shown above as Mrs. C. Jones. In 1917, an area of 
land in Brookwood Cemetery (The London Necropolis) where Thomas is at rest, 
was set aside for the burial of men and women of the forces of the 
Commonwealth and Americans, who had died, many of battle wounds, in the 
London district. It would seem likely that Thomas had been amongst those 
wounded servicemen who had been evacuated back to the United Kingdom who 
died. Brookwood Military Cemetery now contains 1,601 Commonwealth burials of 
the Great War and 3,476 from the Second World War. 
 

 
MATCHAM, WILLIAM JOHN. Private, 35498. 
2nd/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment. 
Died 24 April 1918. Aged 26. 
Born Adisham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Faversham, Kent. 
Son of the late William and Mary Matcham. 
Husband of Beatrice Louisa Matcham (née Fairbrace) of 7, Uplees Cottages, 
Oare, Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 62, and on 
the Boughton-under-Blean, Faversham, Kent civic war memorial, as is shown on 
the photograph above. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Matcham family resided at Bramling, Kent. 
Head of the house was 39 year old Littlebourne, Canterbury, Kent native William 
Matcham (senior), who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Prior to 
William’s widow moving to reside at Oare, William and his wife Beatrice had been 
residents of the village of Boughton-under-Blean, Faversham, Kent, which is 
clearly the reason why he is commemorated there as opposed to having been 
commemorated at Oare.  
 
POWNALL , DENNIS JOSEPH. Serjeant, 899. 
277th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died 16 August 1916. Aged 24. 
Born and enlisted Garston, Liverpool, Lancashire. 
Son of John and Kathleen Pownall 16, Mona Street, Garston, Liverpool, 
Lancashire. 
Husband of Daisy Violet Pownall of 2, Pheasant Cottages, Oare, Faversham, 
Kent. 
Buried Abbeville Communal Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: VI. H. 6. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Pownall family resided at 2, Terminus 
Terrace, Garston, Liverpool, Lancashire. Head of the house was 42 year old 
Garston native John Pownall, who was employed as a Coal Merchants Carman. 
As a serving member of the Territorial Force, Dennis was posted to France on 1 
October 1915. Dennis’s widow Daisey, later married Archibald D. Chalmers in 
the Faversham Registration District during the third quarter of 1920. For much of 
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the Great War, the town of Abbeville was the headquarters of the Commonwealth 
lines of communication, and No.3 British Red Cross Society, No.5 and No.2 
Stationary Hospitals were stationed there variously from October 1914 to 
January 1920. The communal cemetery was used for burials from November 
1914 to September 1916, the earliest being made among the French military 
graves, and the cemetery extension was begun in September 1916. 
 

 
ROGERS, STEPHEN. Private, 1024057. 
75th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment). 
Died Monday 3 September 1917. Aged 19. 
Born Oare, Faversham, Kent 5 April 1898. 
Son of Stephen Israel Rogers and Lucy Rogers (née Arnold) of 3, Mason 
Avenue, York, Ontario, Canada. 
Buried Noeux-les-Mines Communal Cemetery Extension, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: II. A. 18.  
Stephen is commemorated on page 318 of the Canadian First World War Book 
of Remembrance. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Rogers family resided at Oare Street, Oare, 
Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 33 year old Faversham, Kent native 
Stephen Israel Rogers who was employed as a Bricklayers Labourer. Stephen 
(senior) had been one of the eight Rogers children who had emigrated to Canada 
with their 42 year old mother Lucy Rogers, who was a native of Ospringe, 
Faversham, Kent. Lucy and her children sailed Liverpool, Lancashire, onboard 
the 11,419 Allen Line ship “Corsican” to join Stephen Israel Rogers in Canada, 
where he was employed as a Railway Labourer. The “Corsican” arrived at 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada on 30 March 1911. When Stephen enlisted in the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force at West Toronto, Canada on 25 April 1916, he 
stated that he resided at 24 Uxbridge Avenue, Toronto, and that he was 
employed as a Labourer, and named his father Stephen Israel Rogers as his 
next of kin. On the completion of his training in Canada, Stephen went overseas 
in April 1917. Prior to his death, Stephen had been employed by Heintzman & 
Co. Ltd. Piano Manufacturers at their Toronto factory. Stephen’s younger brother 
Jesse also served in the 75th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario 
Regiment). Aged 46, having been born at Faversham, Kent on 27 November 
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1869, Stephen’s father; Stephen Israel Rogers enlisted at Toronto on 6 April 
1915, and subsequently served in one of Construction Battalions of the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force.  
 

The Second World War 
1939 – 1945 

 

 
DALE, PERCY. Sergeant, 6285444. 
The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
Died 11 October 1945. Aged 31. 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Dale. 
Husband of Bessie Adelaide Dale (née Butler) of Oare, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Oare (St. Peter) Churchyard, Faversham, Kent.  
Grave Ref: North east of church. 
Unfortunately, but by no means for the first time when visiting a war grave, we 
found that somebody had left a plastic covered message beside Percy’s 
headstone, but which due to the combination of it having got wet and the effect of 
sunlight the message had faded. What little remained of the faded message 
appeared to be a request from somebody (probably a lady), whose late father 
had known Percy and served in the army with him.  
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GREGORY, SIDNEY PHILIP. Volunteer. 
9th Kent (Faversham) Battalion, Home Guard. 
Died 21 July 1940. Aged 24. 
Born Faversham, Kent. 
Son of Stanley Arthur and Hilda May Gregory (née Philpot). 
Husband of Rosina Doris Gregory of Preston. 
Buried Oare (St. Peter) Churchyard, Faversham, Kent.  
Grave Ref: North east of church.  
Commemorating on the Davington School, Faversham, Kent, Second World War 
memorial plaque, which is located in the parish church of St. Mary Magdalene & 
St. Lawrence, Davington, Faversham, Kent. 
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HOPPER, GORDON RICHARD. Driver, T/132063.  
Royal Army Service Corps.  
Died 5 February 1940. Aged 23.  
Born and resided Kent.  
Son of Alfred and Celia Austin Hopper (née Pilcher) of Oare Faversham, Kent.  
Buried Faversham Borough Cemetery, Ladydene, Whitstable Road, Faversham, 
Kent. Grave Ref: Section G. Grave 230.  
Commemorated on the Davington School, Faversham, Kent, memorial plaque 
which is located in the parish church of St. Mary Magdalene & St. Lawrence, 
Davington, Faversham, Kent. 
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POWELL, CECIL WILLIAM. Private, 14880172.  
Parachute Regiment, Army Air Corps.  
Died 4 August 1945. Aged 19.  
Born and resided Kent.  
Son of Cecil Baden Powell and Alice Caroline Powell (née Tester) of 2, Forge 
Cottages, Oare, Faversham, Kent. 
Husband of Doris May Powell. 
Buried 9 August 1945, Faversham Borough Cemetery, Ladydene, Whitstable 
Road, Faversham, Kent. Grave Ref: Section E. Grave 47.  
Commemorated on the Davington School, Faversham, Kent, memorial plaque 
which is located in the parish church of St. Mary Magdalene & St. Lawrence, 
Davington, Faversham, Kent. 
Information obtained locally in Faversham, would tend to indicate that Cecil had 
the nickname “Jim,” and that he died whilst serving in the East Riding of 
Yorkshire. Our elderly informant who had known Cecil’s mothers family the 
Tester’s, also seemed to recall that Cecil had died as the result of an accident. 
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