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The Great War

1914 -1919

CHANDLER, ERNEST CHARLES. Able Seaman, J/9469.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. "Monmouth."

Died 1 November 1914. Aged 20.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent 31 October 1894.

Son of Charles and Ellen Chandler of Wellers Town, Chiddingstone, Edenbridge,
Kent.

Commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial. Panel 1.

Ernest’s 9,800 ton ship was the first of ten Monmouth Class cruisers that were
built between 1899 and 1904 for service with the Royal Navy. Completed on 2
December 1903, H.M.S. Monmouth had a ships compliment of 687 officers and
ratings, all of whom perished on 1 November 1914 during the ‘Battle of Coronel.’
In 1913, H.M.S. Monmouth had returned from the China Station and she was
back in home waters with the 3rd Fleet. At the outbreak of the Great War she
was part of the 5th Cruiser Squadron, but was soon detached from that squadron
and was then sent to join the South American station of Rear-Admiral Sir
Christopher G.F.M. Cradock K.C.V.O., C.B. In October 1914 Cradock learnt that
the German Admiral von Spee, at the head of a squadron of five modern
cruisers, comprised of the Scharnhorst, Gneisenau, Leipzig, Dresden and
Nurnberg, was planning to leave the Pacific for the South Atlantic. Rear-Admiral
Cradock decided to move into the Pacific in an attempt to prevent the move by
the German ships. During the battle which later ensued, Rear-Admiral Cradock
was effectively ambushed by Admiral von Spee’s squadron. H.M.S. Monmouth’s
6in guns were hopelessly outranged by the 8.2in guns carried of the oppositions
largest ships, the Scharnhorst and the Gneisenau. Ernest’s ship was lost with all
hands without being able to inflict any damage on the German ships. Aged 52,
Rear-Admiral Cradock perished when his flagship H.M.S. Good Hope was also
lost during the ‘Battle of Coronel’ on 1 November 1914.

DRUMMOND, DAVID ROBERT. Lieutenant.

2nd Battalion, Scots Guards.

Died 3 November 1914. Aged 30.

Born Belgrave Square, London W 30 October 1884.

Son of George James Drummond of Swaylands House, Penshurst, Kent.
Husband of Hilda Margaret Drummond (née Harris).

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 11.
Educated at Harrow School, David joined the Reserve of Officers in July 1911,
having previously held a commission in the Scots Guards. At the commencement
of the Great War, he rejoined the 2nd Battalion, Scots Guards. David was one of
the officers in his battalion that sailed from Southampton for Zeebrugge, Belgium
on 5 October 1914. His battalion having arrived at the Klein-Zillebeke area of
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium the previous day, David was killed by German shell-
fire on 3 November 1914.



HARDINGE, The Honourable EDWARD CHARLES. D.S.O. Lieutenant.

15th (The King's) Hussars. 1st Divisional Cavalry.

Died 18 December 1914. Aged 22.

Born Constantinople, Turkey 3 May 1892.

Eldest son of 1st Baron Hardinge of Penshurst, P.C., K.G., G.C.B., G.C.SlI.,
G.C.M.G., and of the late Lady Winifred Hardinge (née Sturt) of Penshurst, C.1.,
of 20, Bryanston Square, London, and of “Oakfield,” Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.
Buried St. Peter’'s Churchyard, Fordcombe, Kent.

Grave Ref: Near South Wall of Church.

Educated at Wellington College, and the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst,
Edward was gazetted as a Second Lieutenant in the 15th (The King's) Hussars
on 9 September 1911, and was promoted to a Lieutenant in August 1914.
Edward died of Blood Poisoning as the result of wounds that he had received
during the fighting near Le Cateau on 27 August 1914. A Godson of H.M. Queen
Alexandra, Edward had been a Page of Honour to H.M. King Edward VII whilst at
Wellington College. During the Delhi Durbar of 1911, Edward had been an
Honoury A.D.C. to the Viceroy, and later joined his regiment in South Africa in
1912. A keen and competent horseman, Edward had done well in the
International Horse Show at Olympia, London, obtaining full marks in the London
to Aldershot ride. Mentioned in Dispatches, Edward was an early Great War
recipient of the Distinguished Service Order, and his father had been sent a
personal telegram from H.M. The King which said; “I have great pleasure in
conferring the Distinguished Service Order on your son, for ability and gallantry in
reconnaissance under great difficulty and machine-gun fire on three consecutive
days, when he was severely wounded. Glad to say that he is progressing
satisfactory.” On 22-23 August 1914, and again on 27 August, Edward carried
out the actions to which H.M. The King had made reference in the telegram.
Edward’s actions were witnessed by his Squadron Commander, Major (later
Lieutenant-Colonel) Frederick C. Pilkington and by Major (later Lieutenant-
Colonel) A. Courage who was the Second-in-Command of the Squadron.



TURLEY, WILFRED ARTHUR. Stoker 2nd Class, K/24072.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Pembroke II.

Died 23 February 1915. Aged 20.

Born Tonbridge, Kent 4 September 1896.

Son of George and Emily Turley of Print Style Cottage, Bidborough, Royal
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Buried St. Mary’s Churchyard, Speldhurst, Kent. Grave Ref: 548.

Wilfred is recorded as having died of an illness, as opposed to having been killed
in action or died of wounds etcetera.

HARDINGE, The Honourable HENRY RALPH. Second Lieutenant.

2nd Battalion, Rifle Brigade.

Died 9 May 1915. Aged 19.

Born 13 October 1895.

Son of Henry Charles Hardinge, C.B, D.L, J.P. the 3rd Viscount Hardinge of
Lahore and Kings Newton, and of Viscountess Mary Frances Hardinge (née
Nevill) of South Park, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Berks Cemetery Extension,
Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, Belgium. Panel 10.

Notification of Henry’'s commission as a Second Lieutenant in the Rifle Brigade,
was published in a Supplement of the London Gazette dated 19 October 1914.
Henry was carrying on something of a family tradition by serving as an officer in
the Rifle Brigade, as several other members of the Hardinge had served as
officers in the regiment. At the village of Kings Newton, Melbourne, South
Derbyshire, there is a 16th century Inn called the “Hardinge Arms,” which is
named after the Hardinge family.

EVEREST, SIDNEY. Cook's Mate, M/3751.

Royal Navy, H.M.T.B. "No. 12."

Died 10 June 1915. Aged 22.

Born Tonbridge, Kent 17 April 1893.

Son of John and Ann Everest of 3, South View Terrace, Rusthall, Royal
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 12, and on the Leigh,
Tonbridge, Kent, and Chiddingstone Causeway Kent, civic war memorials.
Sidney enlisted in the Royal Navy at Chatham, Kent, on 28 November 1908 for a
twelve year engagement. Prior to enlisting, Sidney had been employed as a
Footman, and as such it was somewhat appropriate that he was initially
employed as an Officers Steward with the official number L/2755. After serving
for three years attending to the needs of officers, Sidney applied for a transfer
which was granted on 26 November 1911, whereupon he became a Cook's Mate
with the new official number M/3751. Commissioned on 15 March 1907, Sidney’s
267 ton Cricket class Coastal Destroyer, H.M. Torpedo Boat No. 12 (also known
as H.M.S. Moth), was on patrol in the North Sea when she hit a mine, and was
destroyed off the Essex coast, with the loss of all the ships compliment. Sidney
was a brother of John Everest who died on 28 October 1916.



GREAGSBY, ERNEST CHARLES. Private, G/4606.

1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 24 June 1915. Aged 23.

Born Walters Green, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Son of Annie Child (formerly Greagsby) (née Tester) of Walters Green,
Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent, and the late Walter J. Greagsby.

Buried Voormezeele Enclosures Nos.1 and 2, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: I. A. 5.

Commemorated on the Fordcombe, Kent civic war memorial.

Ernest enlisted in the army for the ‘Duration of the War’ on 24 November 1914, at
which time he stated that he was aged 21 years and 240 days, unmarried and
employed as a Butcher. After completing his basic training at Chatham, Kent and
serving in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment), Ernest was posted to the 1st Battalion of the regiment on 1 May 1915
and sent to France.

YEOMAN, WALTER ERIC CECIL. Lance Corporal, 1105.

5th (Service) Battalion, Royal Irish Regiment, (Pioneers).

Died 16 August 1915. Aged 23.

Born Hartfield, Sussex. Enlisted Kilmersdon, Radstock, Somerset. Resided
Reigate, Surrey.

Son of Walter and Louisa Yeoman (née Fry) of 34, The Heath, Reigate, Surrey.
Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. Panel 55.

Formerly Private, 12231, Somerset Light Infantry. Walter was a brother of Robert
Nicholas Yeoman who died on 5 July 1918, and who is also commemorated on
the Penshurst, Great War parish tribute.

BAKER, NOEL WILLIAM. Private, S/8432.

7th (Service) Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders.

Died 25 September 1915. Aged 17.

Born Penshurst, Kent. Enlisted Middlesex.

Son of Alfred and Fanny Baker of Quarry Cottage, Penshurst, Kent.
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 112.

BOWLES, HERBERT HENRY WILLIAM. Private, G/4181.

8th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 26 September 1915. Aged 21.

Born Heybridge, Maldon, Essex. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Maldon,
Essex.

Son of Henry Bowles of 27, Beeleigh Road, Maldon, Essex, and the late
Henrietta Bowles.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 95.
Following his successful army medical examination which was carried out at Park
House, Leigh, Tonbridge, Kent, on 25 October 1914, the following day Herbert
enlisted in the army. At the time of his army enlistment Herbert had stated that he



was 20 years and 4 months old, employed as a Footman, and named his father
residing at the above address as being his next of kin.

BROOKS, PERCY. Lance Serjeant, G/75.

6th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 6 October 1915. Aged 28.

Born Fordcombe, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Brentford, Middlesex.
Son of Henry and Julia Brooks of 6, Thornfield Road, Shepherds Bush, London.
Buried Chocques Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: I. E. 146.

GRUBB, HERBERT WILLIAM. Private, TF/3641.

2nd/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).
Died 23 October 1915. Aged 22.

Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Penshurst, Kent.

Son of Charles and Mary Grubb (neé Dann) of Stone Cottage, Penshurst, Kent.
Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. Panel 155, and on the
Chiddingstone Causeway, and Leigh Kent, civic war memorials.

At the time of the 1901 census the Grubb family was residing at Cinder Hill,
Leigh, Tonbridge, Kent. Head of the house was 31 year old Greenwich, Kent
native Charles Grubb who was employed as a Stationary Engine Driver.
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GANDER, CHARLES WILLIAM REGINALD. Driver, TF/2090.

1st/3rd Kent Field Company, Royal Engineers.

Died 28 October 1915.

Born Bough Beech, Tonbridge, Kent 19 October 1897. Enlisted Gillingham, Kent.
Resided Penshurst, Tonbridge Kent.

Son of Charles Gander of Powens Cottages, Poundsbridge, Penshurst,
Tonbridge Kent, and of the late Fanny Gander.

Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. Panel 23, and on the Royal
Tunbridge Wells, Kent civic war memorial, also on the Hythe memorial at the
parish church of St. Matthew's, High Brooms, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
When Charles enlisted in the army on 17 May 1915, he stated that he was
employed as a Farm Labourer, at which time he had been employed by William
Maylam at Bowens Farm, Penshurst for two and a half years. Charles had been
a member of the Sabbath School at St. John the Baptist Church at Penshurst,
and a member of the Choir. He served in the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force




from 12 October 1915. Charles was numbered amongst those lost in the H.M.S.
disaster, additional details of which can be found elsewhere on this website.

SUMNER, ALBERT GEORGE. Sapper, TF/2400.

1st/3rd Kent Field Company, Royal Engineers.

Died 28 October 1915. Aged 32.

Born Ashurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Enlisted Gillingham, Kent. Resided
Edenbridge, Kent.

Husband of Rosetta French (formerly Sumner), (née Bassett) of Curds Cottages,
Mark Beech, Edenbridge, Kent.

Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. Panel 23 to 25 or 325 to 328,
and on the Fordcombe, Kent civic war memorial, also on the Hythe memorial at
the parish church of St. Matthew's, High Brooms, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Albert was born at Ashurst on 2 October 1883, and had been educated at
Hartfield School. At the parish church of St. Marys Speldhurst, Royal Tunbridge
Wells, Kent on 5 October 1907, Albert married Miss. Rosetta Bassett the
daughter of Aden Bassett. When Albert and Rosetta and three children had
resided ay Fordcombe, they lived at Chafford Cottages. Prior to his enlistment on
31 May 1915, Albert had been employed by a Mr. Mockford of Fordcombe
Manor, Springhill. Albert, like Charles gander above was also one of the victims
of the H.M.S. Hythe disaster.

BASSETT, ALBERT. Private, G/1212.

8th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 11 November 1915.

Born Penshurst, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 45.
Albert was probably the son of Aden and Naomi Bassett, who at the time of the
1901 census resided at Hickmans Farm, Poundsbridge Hill, Speldhurst, Kent.
Head of the house was 46 year old Speldhurst native Aden Bassett, who was
recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a Garden Labourer.

GREGORY, LEONARD. Private, G/321.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 8 March 1916. Aged 19.

Born Addington, Kent. Enlisted Sittingbourne, Kent. Resided Penshurst, Kent.



Son of William James and Sarah Gregory of Penshurst, Kent.
Buried Abbeville Communal Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: Ill. F. 8.

FIELD, CHARLES CECIL. Second Lieutenant.
9th (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), attached to
the 2nd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment.
Died 30 March 1916. Aged 20.
Born Ranskill, Nottinghamshire 20 May 1895.
Third son of the Reverend Walter St. John Field M.A., and of Mrs. Ida Field (née
Hornung) of Fordcombe Vicarage, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Buried Voormezeele Enclosures Nos.1 and 2, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: I. D. 3.
Commemorated on the Fordcombe, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent civic war
memorial. By the side of the Fordcombe war memorial is a small cross which
was erected in rememberance of Charles, and which is inscribed as follows:-
LOVING/ MEMORY/ OF/ CHARLES CECIL FIELD/ 3RD SON OF REV W ST
JOHN & MRS FIELD/ OF FORDCOMBE KENT/ 2ND LIEUT. RW. KENT
ATTACHED 2ND SUFFOLKS/ KILLED IN ACTION AT ST ELOI/ MARCH 30TH/
1916/ AGED 20/ R.I.P.
Formerly Private, 338, 19th (Service) Battalion, (2nd Public Schools), Royal
Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). Charles was educated at the Abbey School,
Beckenham, Kent, at which time his father was a Vicar of Beckenham, after
leaving the Abbey School, Charles was a boarder at King’s School, Canterbury,
Kent. He had matriculated at Keeble College, Oxford and was to have entered
into residence in October 1914, having obtained on of the Archbishops
Missionary Exhibitions, but instead Charles had enlisted in the army as a Private
at the commencement of the Great War. On 9 January 1915, Charles was
gazetted as a Second Lieutenant in the 9th (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own
(Royal West Kent Regiment), and was posted to France on 7 October 1915
attached to the 2nd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment. Whilst in command of a Machine
Gun Section in the trenches at St. Eloi, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium, Charles was
shot in the head by an enemy sniper from a range of only 50 yards and died
instantly, and buried at Voormezeele. Following his death, Charles’s parents
received a mass of letters of condolence including one from his Commanding
Officer, part of which says “He was the most conscientious officer it has been my
pleasure to command. He was well liked by everybody, and | know that his men
would follow him anywhere.” Charles’s Company Commander also wrote on
behalf of the officers, “He was to them a cheery comrade and friend they can ill
afford to lose.” Charles’s father was a Vicar of Beckenham from 1896 to 1903,
and then became the incumbent at the parish church of St. Peters, Fordcombe.
Charles’s younger brother; Douglas Conan Field who survived the carnage of the
Great War, enlisted in the army on 21 July 1918. He served as Private, G/39523,
in the Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), and was attached to the Royal
Engineers Officer Cadet Battalion, at Kelham Hall, Kelham, Newark,
Nottinghamshire. Douglas was discharged from the army, and transferred to the



“Z" Reserve at Newark, Nottinghamshire, on 7 February 1919, and then returned
home to his family at Fordcombe Vicarage.

GROVES, THOMAS DAVID. Driver, 70210.

14th Battery, 4th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died 4 April 1916. Aged 23.

Born Penshurst, Kent. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Groves of Ambleside, Camelsdale, Haslemere,
Surrey.

Buried Amara War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: XX. H. 5.

BAKER, JOSEPH. Chief Stoker, 286450.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Queen Mary.

Died 31 May 1916. Aged 37.

Born Brasted, Sevenoaks, Kent 13 October 1878.

Son of Joseph and Esther Baker.

Husband of Mary L. Baker of 27, Manchester Road, Fratton, Portsmouth,
Hampshire.

Commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Panel 15.

At the time of the 181 census, the baker family resided at Pocks Arch, Brasted,
Sevenoaks, Kent, which was probably the actual location of Joseph’s [lace of
birth. Commanded by Captain Cecil Irby Prowse R.N. the 31,650 ton battlecruiser
H.M.S. Queen Mary was sunk during the ‘Battle of Jutland.” Only 21 members of
the ships company of 1,266 officers and ratings survived the initial sinking, but
sadly Midshipman Humphrey M.L Durrant who had been rescued by H.M.S.
Laurel died of his wounds on 6 June 1916, and is buried in Dalmeny and
Queensferry Cemetery, West Lothian, Scotland. He is the only casualty of H.M.S.
Queen Mary to have a grave.

TOWNER, HERBERT ARCHER. Able Seaman, 220527.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. "Queen Mary."

Died 31 May 1916. Aged 37.

Born Tonbridge, Kent 20 April 1886.

Son of Isaac and Elizabeth Towner.

Commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Panel 13.

Please see last casualty commemorated, re brief facts and fate etcetera
appertaining to Herbert's ship.

CARR, ALBERT OWEN. Private, G/11802.

8th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Tuesday 27 June 1916. Aged 20.

Born Southborough, Kent. Enlisted and resided Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Son of Albert Thomas Carr and Elizabeth Ann Carr (née Hammond) of White
Cottage, Bullington Lane, Speldhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
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Buried Dranoutre Military Cemetery, Dranouter, Heuvelland, West-VIaanderen,
Belgium. Grave Ref: I. F. 14.

MILES, ALFRED JAMES. Private, G/10716.

10th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), (Kent
County).

Died 15 July 1916. Aged 21.

Born Penshurst, Kent. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Resided
Fordcombe, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Emily Miles (née Rogers) of Balls Green, Withyham, Royal
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Buried Gunners Farm Military Cemetery, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, Belgium.
Grave Ref: S. 1.

Formerly Private, G/787, 7th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. Alfred
originally enlisted in the Royal Sussex Regiment at Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent
on 2 September 1914, at which time he stated that he was 19 years and 328
days old, employed as a Farm Labourer, residing with his parents James John
Miles and Emily Miles of Salehurst Cottage, Langton Green, Royal Tunbridge
Wells, Kent. Alfred was posted to the 7th (Service) Battalion of his regiment at
Sobraon Barracks, Chichester, Sussex. After serving for 21 days, Alfred was
medically discharged from the army on the grounds that he was “Not likely to
become an efficient Soldier.” The reason for Alfred’s discharge was that he was
diagnosed as having Exostosis of the knee, at the Colchester Military Hospital,
Essex, although he had previously successfully passed an army medical
examination prior to his enlistment.

STREATFIELD, EDWIN HENRY. Private, G/12173.

1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 22 July 1916. Aged 25.

Born Withyham, Sussex. Enlisted and resided Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Son of John and Ann Streatfield.

Buried Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, Longueval, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: V. C. 4.

Edwin fell during a costly attack which was carried out by his battalion, and the
14th (Service) Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment, when they were caught
out by enfilade German machine gun fire in High Wood, Longueval, as part of the
overall battle of the Somme.

CONSTABLE, RALPH. Captain.

10th (Service) Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers.

Died 25 September 1916. Aged 20.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of Arthur Hope Constable and Henrietta Constable (née Foster) of The
Quarry, Penshurst, Kent.
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Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 10 B 11 B and 12 B.

The long established company of local builders and undertakers at Penshurst,
Messrs Arthur Hope Constable which was formed by Ralph’s father, ceased
trading in 1932.

FUNNELL, HERBERT REGINALD. Private, 6807.

20th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment, (Blackheath and
Woolwich).

Died 1 October 1916. Aged 18.

Born Etchingham, Sussex. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Penshurst,
Tonbridge, Kent

Formerly Private, 3620, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme France.

Pier and Face 9 D9 C 13 C and 12 C.

Herbert is commemorated on the Penshurst memorial plaque as being a member
of his former regiment; the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) .

EVEREST, JOHN. Private, G/29356.

1st Battalion, Middlesex Regiment.

Died 28 October 1916. Aged 28.

Born and resided Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of the late Mrs. J. Everest of 6, Victoria Terrace, Essex Road, Longfield,
Dartford, Kent.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme France. Pier and Face 12 D
and 13 B, and on the Leigh, Tonbridge, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 the Everest family resided at Doublerow, Penshurst, Kent
where John Everest (senior) a 50 year old Chiddingstone native was recorded by
the census enumerator as being the Head of the house, and employed as a
Farm Carter. John was a brother of Sidney Everest who died on 10 June 1915.

MEDHURST, REGINALD JOHN. Private, 3424.

11th Battalion, Australian Infantry, A.l.F.

Died 21 March 1917. Aged 25.

Born Penshurst, Kent. Enlisted Blackboy Hill, Western Australia.

Son of Ebenezer and Georgina Maud Medhurst (née Jenner) of Wellerstown,
Chiddingstone, Kent.

Buried St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, Seine-Maritime, France.

Grave Ref: O. VIII. O. 1.

Commemorated on the Australian National War Memorial. Panel 63.

Reginald had been a member of the bell ringing team at the parish church of St.
Mary’'s Chiddingstone, Kent, before emigrating to Australia. Reginald enlisted in
the Australian army at Blackboy Hill, Western Australia on 11 August 1915, at
which time he stated that he was employed as a Farm hand, and that his address
for correspondence was PO, Popanyinning, Western Australia. After completing
his basic training, Reginald embarked in a reinforcement draft of the 11th
Battalion, Australian Infantry, A.l.LF. from Fremantle, Western Australia, on board
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H.M.A.T. Ulysses (A38) 2 November 1915. On 2 March 1917, Reginald was
badly wounded by shrapnel and was initially treated for his injuries at the 1st
Australian Field Ambulance. Due to the severity of his wounds, he was taken to
the 3rd Casualty Clearing Station, and then on to the 1st Australian General
Hospital at Rouen, where he succumbed to his wounds on 21 March 1917.
MARKWICK, HENRY. Private, 200550.

2nd/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).
Died 19 April 1917.

Born Penshurst, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Fordcombe, Kent.

Son of Henry and Ellen Markwick.

Buried Gaza War Cemetery, Israel. Grave Ref: XXX. C. 10.

Commemorated on the Fordcombe, Kent, civic war memorial.

Formerly Private, TF/1967, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). Henry
was posted to the Balkan war theatre on 9 August 1915. At the time of the 1901
census, the Markwick family resided at Tubbs Hole, Penshurst, Kent. Head of the
house was 30 year old Speldhurst, Kent native Henry Markwick, who was
employed as a Plumber.

COTTENHAM, EDWARD CHARLES. Private, 45250.

2nd Battalion, South Wales Borderers.

Died 23 April 1917.

Born Penshurst, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 6.

Formerly Private, 11067, Kings Shropshire Light Infantry. Edward was early
Great War volunteer, having originally enlisted at Hereford, Herefordshire on 21
August 1914, at which time he was aged 19 and employed as a Carman. On 2
December 1914, having served for 104 days, Edward was discharged from the
army on the grounds of “Being unlikely to become an efficient Soldier.” At the
time of his discharge, Edward was stationed at Chiddingfold, Godalming, Surrey,
serving as a member of “C” Company, 5th (Service) Battalion, Kings Shropshire
Light Infantry.

MOON, ERNEST ALFRED. Private, 202189.

1st/7th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Trench Mortar Battery, Middlesex Regiment.
Died 4 May 1917. Aged 29.

Enlisted Purfleet, Essex. Resided Penshurst, Kent.

Son of Alfred James Moon and Hannah Moon (née Coulstock) of Poundsbridge,
Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

Buried Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, Boulevard du General de Gaulle, Arras,
Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: IV. F. 12.

When Ernest enlisted in the army for 4 years on 9 March 1916, he stated that he
was 24 years and 4 months old, employed as a Gardener, and named his mother
Hannah Moon who was residing at Poundsbridge, Penshurst, Kent, as his next of
kin. In response to being asked if he had a preference regarding which regiment
he wished to serve in, Ernest answered “the Royal West Kent Regiment,” but
was initially attested to serve in the 4th/7th (Territorial Force) Battalion,
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Middlesex Regiment. On the completion of his basic training, Ernest served in
England until being posted to serve with the British Expeditionary Force on 2
September 1916, and crossed from Folkestone to Boulogne on that date.

WARNER, ARTHUR EDWARD. G/1855, Serjeant,

7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 24 August 1917. Aged 29.

Born Blockley, Worcestershire. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Penshurst,
Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of Lewis and Celia Warner.

Husband of Ethel E. Warner of The Nook, Swan Street, Sible Hedingham, Essex.
Commemorated at Railway Dugouts Burial Ground, leper, Belgium.

Special Memorial B. 34.

The Cotswolds parish of Blockley where Arthur was born was formerly in the
county of Worcestershire, but resultant of English county boundary changes it is
now part of the county of Gloucestershire.

The following casualty is the only match as commemorated by the CWGC, and
other data sources which closely match the commemoration details at Penshurst,
although slightly out of sequence regarding date of death, and recorded age.
SAUNDERS, ALFRED. Driver, 38882.

No. 6 Pack Wireless Section, Royal Engineers.

Died 13 August 1917. Aged 30.

Born Netherfield, Battle, Sussex. Enlisted Hastings, Sussex. Resided Battle,
Sussex.

Son of Harry Saunders of Soan's Cottages, Upper Netherfield, Battle, Sussex.
Buried Cairo War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt. Grave Ref: F. 287

Commemorated on the Netherfield, Battle, Sussex civic war memorial.

FAUCHON, FRANK SIDNEY. Private, 688046.

47th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Western Ontario Regiment).

Died between Tuesday 21 August 1917 and Saturday 25 August 1917. Aged 32.
Born of Walters Green, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent 19 May 1883.

Son of James Tanner Fauchon and Sarah Ann Fauchon (née Older), late of
Walters Green, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

Commemorated on the Vimy Memorial, Pas de Calais, France, and on page 236
of the Canadian First World War Book of Remembrance, also on the Fordcombe,
Kent civic war memorial.

Bound for Vernon, British Columbia, Canada, and intending to be a farmer, Frank
had sailed from Liverpool as a passenger on the 14,878 ton White Star Line ship
‘Megantic,” which arrived at Quebec 3 June 1912. Frank enlisted in the Canadian
army at Vernon, British Columbia, on Friday 24 March 1916, and was attested as
a member of the 172nd Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force. At the time of
his enlistment, Frank stated that he was unmarried, and employed as a Steam
Engineer, he named his brother William Fauchon of Walters Green, Penshurst,

14



Tonbridge, Kent as his next of kin. Prior to his enlistment on 24 March 1916,
Frank had served for 4% months in the 30th British Columbia Horse. In 1910
permission was given to form the Canadian Calvary Regiment in which Frank
had formerly served, which was to be known as the 30th British Columbia Horse.

MAY, CHARLES. Private, 58032.

178th Company, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry).

Died 23 October 1917.

Born Guildford, Surrey. Enlisted Mottram St. Andrew, Macclesfield, Cheshire.
Buried Port Said War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt. Grave Ref: F. 19.

Formerly Private, 4656, Cheshire Regiment.

On the Penshurst Great War parish tribute, Charles is commemorated as having
still having been serving as a member of his former regiment (Cheshire
Regiment) at the time of his demise.

CRAMPTON, HERBERT GEORGE. Private, G/40348.

3rd/10th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment.

Died 2 November 1917. Aged 32.

Born Stoke Newington, Middlesex. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Penshurst,
Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of George Crampton of Tonbridge, Kent.

Husband of Alethea Crampton of Elliott House, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.
Buried Tonbridge Cemetery, Shipbourne Road, Tonbridge, Kent.

Grave Ref: B. 3214.

Formerly Private, G/12334, Royal Sussex Regiment.

GOLDSMITH, FREDERICK. Private, M2/174966.

631st Motor Transport Company, Army Service Corps.

Died 5 November 1917.

Born Leigh, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Hampstead.
Buried Dar es Salaam War Cemetery, Tanzania. Grave Ref: 7. M. 5.

JOHNSON, BERTIE JAMES. Gunner, 154063.

286th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery.

Died 29 November 1917.

Born and resided Snodland, Kent. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
Buried Oxford Road Cemetery, Sint Jan, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: V. A. 7.

IZZARD, HARRY HOWARD. Sergeant, 200587.

1st/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).
Died 29 December 1917.

Born Penshurst Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided West Malling, Kent.
Commemorated on the Kirkee 1914-1918 Memorial. India. Face 7.
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DANN, FREDERICK THOMAS. Private, 29842.

4th Battalion, Grenadier Guards.

Died 13 April 1918.

Born Penshurst Kent. Enlisted Redhill, Surrey.

Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut,
Belgium. Panel 1.

SCRACE, CECIL GEORGE. M.M. Serjeant, G/51529.

2nd Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).

Died 13 April 1918. Aged 23.

Born and resided Penshurst, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of Thomas and Clara Cordelia Scrace (née Luck) of Walters Green,
Penshurst, Kent.

Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut,
Belgium. Panel 3, and on the Fordcombe, Kent civic war memorial.

Formerly Private, G/12331, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

TAYLOR, CHARLES. Second Lieutenant.

Royal Field Artillery. Attached to "C" Battery, 59th Brigade, 11th Divisional
Ammunition Column, Royal Field Artillery.

Died 9 May 1918. Aged 24.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of Henry G. Taylor and Margaret Taylor (née Foster) of "Kildare," Rusthall,
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent

Buried Hersin Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: lll. C. 1.

DURLACHER, PHILIP ALFRED. M.C. Lieutenant.
Machine Gun Corps (Infantry).
Died Sunday 12 May 1918. Aged 27.
Born West Kensington, London.
Son of Alfred Philip Durlacher and Hilda Durlacher (née White) of 142, New Bond
Street, London.
Buried Brookwood Cemetery, Surrey. Grave Ref: NA. 180991.
In addition to that at Penshurst, Philip has a number of other forms of his
rememberance at several locations, which include being commemorated on the
Great War memorial plaque at the Wye Agricultural College, Wye, Ashford, Kent.
On the Fordcombe, Kent, civic war memorial, and on a marble memorial plaque
at the Union Jack Club, Sandell Street, Lambeth, London, SE1 8UJ, which bears
the following inscription:-

PHILIP ALFRED DURLACHER M.C./ LIEUTENANT MACHINE GUN CORPS/

DEDICATED BY/ HIS FATHER AND STEP MOTHER/ 1918

Formerly Private, 1206 West Kent Yeomanry. The citation appertaining to the
award of the Military Cross to Philip was published in the supplement of the
London Gazette on 9 January 1918, and is as follows: - “For conspicuous
gallantry and devotion to duty on two separate occasions. During a hostile attack
he visited his guns which were in exposed positions and by his personal,
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example under a heavy barrage encouraged his men to keep their guns in action.
On the second occasion he again continued to visit, his guns during a hostile
attack and assisted his men to carry ammunition across the open, to their guns,
which were in shell holes. When a gun was knocked out he immediately got it
mounted and firing again from another position. It was due to his spirit and fine,
example that the enemy's attack was repulsed.” A brief reference appertaining to
the award of Philip’s Military Cross also appeared in ‘The American Jewish
Yearbook 5679 which covers the period from 7 September 1918, to 24
September 1919. Philip’s service papers confirm that he was suffering from a
nervous disorder at the time of his death, when he committed suicide whilst of an
unsound mind. His death certificate confirms that he did this as a direct
consequence of his war service! It would appear that shot himself in the head
with his own loaded revolver whilst staying in the Cobourg Hotel, London. His
father found him laying dead in his room with a large hole in his head. Philip had
been due to get married to his fiancée only a few weeks after the date of his
tragic demise. Philip’'s father was one of the Durlacher Brothers, who were
prominent art dealers in London and New York.

DURRANT, FRANK BABER. Private, 41165.

7th (Service) Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment.

Died 30 June 1918. Aged 18.

Born Fordcombe, Kent. Enlisted Hastings, Sussex.

Son of Horace Durrant and Ellen Sara Durrant (née Baber) of 1, North Street,
Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex.

Buried Pernes British Cemetery, Pernes-en-Artois, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: V. D. 4.

Commemorated on the Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex civic war memorial.

Formerly Private, 51669, Bedfordshire Regiment.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Durrant family resided at Spring Hill,
Fordcombe, Kent. Head of the house was 34 year old Tunbridge Wells, Kent
native Horace Durrant, who was worked as a Journeyman Butcher. Of the 9
Durrant children who were recorded by the census enumerator as being at home
on the night of the census, the eldest child; Horace Durrant was recorded as
being a 13 year old native of Willesborough, Ashford, Kent, and a Grocers
Assistant, but the others were either natives of Brenchley, or Fordcombe, Kent.

YEOMAN, ROBERT NICHOLAS. Private, 202816.

1st/1st (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers).

Died 5 July 1918. Aged 35.

Born Penshurst, Kent.

Son of Walter and Louisa Yeoman (née Fry) of 34, The Heath, Reigate, Surrey.
Buried Niederzwehren Cemetery, Kassel, Hessen, Germany.

Grave Ref: VIII. C. 13.

Formerly Private, 5989, 1st/1st (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment
(Royal Fusiliers). At the time of the 1901 census, then 17 year old Robert resided
with his parents at South Park, Penshurst, and was recorded by the enumerator
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as being employed as a Domestic Gardener. It would appear that he was
following in his father Walter’s footsteps, as 50 year old Penshurst native Walter
Yeoman was recorded as being the head of the house, and he too was recorded
by the enumerator as having been employed as a Domestic Gardener. Robert
probably died whilst he was a prisoner of war at the Niederzwehren POW Camp,
where a significant number of Allied soldiers and civilians, including French,
Russian and Commonwealth troops died.

HYDER, ALFRED WILLIAM. Second Lieutenant.

15th Battalion, Army Cyclist Corps.

Died 2 September 1918. Aged 29.

Born Penshurst, Kent 4 May 1889.

Only son of Joseph William and Julia Hyder (née Hoath) of Bowen's Farm,
Poundsbridge, Penshurst, Kent.

Buried Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France.

Grave Ref: lll. G. 172.

Commemorated on page 589 of the Canadian First World War Book of
Remembrance.

Formerly Private 21618, Army Cyclist Corps. At the time of the 1901 census, the
Hyder family resided at the above address. Head of the house was 39 year old
Eridge, Sussex native Joseph William Hyder, who was employed as a farm
Waggoner. Alfred was educated at Penshurst, Kent, Palmers School, Grays,
Essex, and at Toronto University, Canada, where he studied at Wycliffe College,
Queens Park, Toronto, which is an Anglican Church of Canada seminary at the
University of Toronto. On 10 January 1917 Alfred enlisted in the University
Overseas Training Company, at which time he stated that he was a Student, and
named his mother as his next of kin. Alfred went overseas to England in October
1917, and after additional training with the Artists Rifles, he was commissioned
as a Second Lieutenant in the 15th Battalion, Army Cyclist Corps. On 22 July
1918, he was posted to France, and arrived at the front the following month. Only
two weeks after arriving at the front, Alfred was killed by enemy shellfire whilst
leading a platoon into action on the Bailleul-Armentieres road. After the Great
War, Alfred’s father applied for the medals of his late son, at which time the
Hyder family resided at Barden Farm, Speldhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

MAY, JOHN. Private, 241903.

1st Battalion, Leicestershire Regiment.

Died 20 September 1918. Aged 23.

Born Brentwood, Essex. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Resided
Stonewall Park, Edenbridge, Kent.

Son of Walter and Mary Ann May of Stonewall Park, Edenbridge, Kent.
Commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 5,
and on the Edenbridge, Kent Great War parish tribute, which is in the form of a
memorial plaque located at the Edenbridge and District War memorial Hospital,
Mill Hill, Edenbridge, Kent.
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Formerly Private, 5265, Leicestershire Regiment. At the time of the 1901 census,
the May family resided at the White Post, Penshurst, Kent. Head of the house
was 38 year old Penshurst, Kent native Walter May, who was employed as a
Head Gamekeeper. It was probably resultant of John’s fathers employment, that
he and his siblings were born at various locations in the south of England, that
had included in addition to John’s place of birth at Brentwood, Essex Penshurst,
had included Guildford, Surrey, and Penshurst, Kent.

HARDWICK, HARRY DOUGLAS. Lance Sergeant, 46155.

7th (Service) Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers.

Died 1 October 1918.

Born Penshurst, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of Frederick W. Hardwick and Kate Hardwick.

Buried Chapel Corner Cemetery, Sauchy-Lestree, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: F. 10.

At the time of the 1901 census, the then 8 year old Harry resided with his
parents, siblings and boarders at the 15th Century “Spotted Dog” Public House
on Smarts Hill at Penshurst, (which started life as several cottages), where his
father was the Publican, and who also traded as a Grocer and Butcher. One of
Harry’s brothers, George William Guy Hardwick enlisted in the army at
Tonbridge, Kent, on 21 November 1916. A skilled Butcher, when George was
asked at the time of his enlistment, if he had a preference regarding which
regiment or corps he served in, he quite sensibly requested serving as a member
of the Army Service Corps (Supplies), and he was then attested to serve in the
Royal Army Medical Corps! Having served in England and at Dublin, Ireland,
George by then a Corporal, was discharged from the army on 11 September
1919 and placed on the “Z” Reserve.

PITFIELD, VICTOR HENRY. Gunner, 3425.

8th Australian Light Trench Mortar Battery.

Died 3 October 1918. Aged 31.

Enlisted Hunters Hill, New South Wales, Australia 4 August 1915.

Son of Jacob Henry and Sophia Pitfield (née Lock) of Jessops, Penshurst,
Tonbridge, Kent.

Husband of Lily Pitfield, of Station Street, Guildford, New South Wales, Australia.
Buried in the Bois-Guillaume Communal Cemetery, Rouen, Seine-Maritime,
France. Grave Ref: F. 16A.

Commemorated on the Australian National war memorial. Panel 20, and on the
Chiddingstone, Causeway, Kent, civic war memorial.

The 8th Light Trench Mortar Battery, 8th Infantry Brigade, 5th Division, in which
Victor was serving, was formed in France in July 1916, and was armed with eight
3 inch Stokes Mortars. Victor embarked on 13 October 1915 from Sydney,
Australia onboard a Commonwealth & Dominion Line Ltd (London) requisitioned
vessel, the 7,243 ton Australian Troopship H.M.A.T. Port Lincoln (A17). On 8
November 1916, having been evacuated from the Western Front, Victor was
admitted to a Voluntary Aid Detachment Hospital at Shorncliffe, Kent, with severe
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shrapnel wounds to his back and abdominal wall. Almost two years after Victor
was again evacuated from the battlefield having suffered more wounds, including
a gunshot wound resulting in a compound fracture of the femur and was admitted
to Rouen Hospital, France on the 30 September 1918, but he succumbed to his
wounds on 3 October 1918.

LINDRIDGE, ARTHUR GEORGE. Trooper, 3634.

1st (1st Life Guards) Battalion, Guards Machine Gun Regiment.

Died 18 October 1918.

Born Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted St. Pancras, Middlesex. Resided Penshurst,
Tonbridge, Kent.

Buried Abbeville Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: IV. H. 12.

Formerly Trooper, 2842, 1st Life Guards. Arthur was educated at Cranleigh
School, Horseshoe Lane, Cranleigh, Surrey. He had served in the British
Expeditionary Force from 15 August 1914.

COOPER, VICTOR WILLIAM. Corporal, 202750.

2nd/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Hampshire Regiment.

Died 22 February 1919. Aged 32.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of Harry and Louisa Cooper of Penshurst, Kent.

Husband of Mrs. G. A. Cooper of Felmingham, Norwich, Norfolk.

Buried Cologne Southern Cemetery, Koln (Cologne), Nordrhein-Westfal,
Germany. Grave Ref: IX. B. 13.

The Great War

1914 -1919

Lost Men

AVARD, FRANCIS FREDERICK or FRANK. Corporal, G/24277.

6th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 9 August 1918. Aged 37.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted and resided Royal Tunbridge Wells,
Kent.

Son of Joseph and Elizabeth Jane Avard.

Husband of Mary Avard (née Coomber) of 88, Calverley Road, Royal Tunbridge
Wells, Kent.

Buried Dernancourt Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: VIII. J. 21.

On some of the data accessed appertaining to this casualty, on some records his
Christian names are shown as Francis Frederick, and on others as Francis
Frank, but on the majority he is shown as Frederick. At the time of the 1901

20



census, he was not living with his parents who resided at 33, Bedford Road,
Southborough, Kent. Head of the house was 62 year old Wadhurst, Sussex
native Joseph Avard, who was an Own Account French Polisher. At the time of
the 1891 census when the family resided at Uckfield, Sussex, it was surprising to
note that Francis's father was recorded by the census enumerator as having
been employed as a Gardener, it being something of a career change late in life.

BALDOCK , LEWIS JOHN. Private, G/3571.

9th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment.

Died 25 September 1915.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Uckfield, Sussex.
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 69.

BARKER, ALBERT JOHN. Private, L/9179.

2nd Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 24 September 1916.

Born Fleet, Hampshire. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Resided
Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

Buried Baghdad (North Gate) War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: XXI. W. 11.

BRIDGER, ERNEST EDWIN. Private, G/17342.

9th (Service) Battalion, East Surrey Regiment.

Died 4 September 1916.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Epsom, Surrey.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.
Pier and Face 6 B and 6 C.

CANNON, ERNEST EDWARD. Private, 769490.

28th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Artists' Rifles).

Died 4 November 1918.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted East Grinstead, Sussex. Resided
Forest Row, East Grinstead, Sussex.

Buried Forest Row Cemetery, Sussex Grave Ref: 934. C.

CHILDS, ARCHIBALD WILLIAM. Private, 225234.

1st (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers), attached to
the 2nd (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers).

Died 13 April 1918. Aged 39.

Born Penshurst, Kent September 1878. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent 20
June 1916. Resided Speldhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Second son of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Childs.

Husband of Hannah Childs (née Newick) of Stockfields, Canwell, Sutton
Coldfield, Birmingham.

Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut,
Belgium. Panel 10.
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Formerly Private, 5235, 1st Battalion, Essex Regiment. After attending Penshurst
School, Archibald obtained work as Gardener. In October 1910, he married
Annie, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. Newick of Swaylands, Penshurst, Kent.
Archibald went to France in May 1917; he took part in a number of actions prior
to being reported as missing after one of the battles near Cambrai in April 1918.

CHILDS, REGINALD MACDONALD TRANSVAAL. Private, 6577.

20th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment, (Blackheath and
Woolwich).

Died 1 October 1916. Aged 17.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted and resided Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of Mrs. E. J. Lucas (formerly Childs), of 52, Baltic Road, Tonbridge, Kent.
Buried Warlencourt British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: VIII. J. 3.

Formerly Private, G/3698, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

EADE, HORACE HENRY. Private, 21556.

"A" Company, 9th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).
Died 7 July 1916. Aged 22.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Lewisham, Kent.
Son of Horace and Elizabeth Eade of 7, Chiddingstone Causeway, Kent.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 8 C 9
A and 16 A, and on the South Eastern & Chatham Railway Company war
memorial, Marine Station, Dover, Kent. (General Office Panel).

Prior to his army enlistment, Horace was employed by the South Eastern &
Chatham Railway Company as a Clerk.

FROST, WILLIAM EDWARD. Private, 225562.

1st (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers).

Died 25 April 1918.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Leigh,
Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of Stephen and Sophia Frost (née Sears).

Husband of Ellen Frost (neé Nye).

Buried Crucifix Corner Cemetery, Villers-Bretonneux, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: X. E. 8.

Commemorated on the Leigh, and Chiddingstone Causeway, Kent, civic war
memorials.

Formerly Private, 291210, Huntingdonshire Cyclist Battalion, posted to the
2nd/4th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers). At the
time of the 1901 census the Frost family resided at Poundsbridge, Penshurst,
Tonbridge, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Penshurst native Stephen
Frost who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer.
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FULLER, GEORGE RICHARD. Private, G/4560.

2nd Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 17 August 1916. Aged 35.

Born West Hoathley, East Grinstead, Sussex. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided
Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of George Richard and Elizabeth Fuller of 12, George Street, Tonbridge,
Kent.

Basra War Cemetery, Irag. Grave Ref: V. G. 15.

GEAR, MAGNUS. D.C.M. Lance Corporal, 5739.

1st Battalion, Border Regiment.

Born and resided Lerwick, Shetland Islands. Enlisted Barry, Glamorganshire.
Husband of Emily Jane Ball (formerly Gear) of Bottle House, Smarts Hill,
Penshurst, Kent.

Buried Nunhead (All Saints) Cemetery, Linden Grove, London, SE15.

Screen Wall Commemoration 89. 32843.

There are 578 Great War burials in the cemetery where Magnus is at rest. The
majority of which are in three war graves plots; the United Kingdom plot (in
Square 89) has 260 graves. All of the graves in the Australian and Canadian
plots are marked with individual headstones. The graves in the United Kingdom
plot and the remaining war graves scattered throughout the cemetery could not
be marked individually; and the casualties buried in these graves are therefore
commemorated by name on a screen wall inside the main entrance gate to the
cemetery, including Magnus.

HOBDAY, GEORGE HENRY. Private, SD/5159.

11th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment, (1st South Downs).
Died 21 October 1916. Aged 20.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Hastings, Sussex.

Son of William and Mary Ann Hobday of Battle Lodge, Battle, Sussex.
Buried Grandcourt Road Cemetery, Grandcourt, Somme, France.
Grave Ref: B. 50.

HORSEY, HARRY. Private, G/27425.

13th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment.

Died 22 June 1917.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Son of George Horsey of Cook’s Pits, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent, and the late
Jane Horsey (née Reader).

Buried Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: XV. E. 16.

Commemorated on the Leigh, Tonbridge, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census the Horsey family resided at the address shown
above, where 48 year old Chiddingstone, Kent, native George Horsey was
recorded by the census enumerator as being the Head of the house.
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HOWELL, ALBERT. Private, G/4681.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 19 October 1918.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Lambeth, Surrey. Resided West
Norwood, Surrey.

Buried Berlin South-Western Cemetery, Berlin, Brandenburg, Germany.

Grave Ref: XIX. A. 7.

JENNER, REGINALD. Private, G/2872.

8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 26 September 1915. Aged 23.

Born and enlisted Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Goudhurst, Kent.

Son of Henry Jenner of “Mae Ende Cottage,” Broadham Green, Oxted, Surrey.
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 15.

MASON, ALBERT. Lance Corporal, 7974.

2nd Battalion, South Lancashire Regiment.

Died 24 October 1914. Aged 29.

Born High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Son of T. E. and Ada Mason, of Smart's Hill, Penshurst, Kent.
Commemorated on the Le Touret Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 23.

MERCER, HAROLD JOHN. Private, G/13404.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 28 January 1917. Aged 28.

Born Penshurst, Kent. Enlisted Carshalton, Surrey. Resided Wallington, Surrey.
Son of Thomas and Harriet Mercer of “Silcox,” Fordcombe, Kent.

Buried Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, Arras, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: II. C. 26.

Commemorated on the Fordcombe, Kent civic war memorial.

MILES, ARCHIE ALBERT. Private, L/10027.

1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 12 October 1914. Aged 19.

Born Poundsbridge, Speldhurst, Tonbridge, Kent 28 February 1895. Enlisted
Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Speldhurst, Kent.

Third son of Walter William Miles and Harriett Miles (née Still) of Blowers Hill,
Speldhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Buried Bethune Town Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: I. D. 8.
Commemorated on the Speldhurst, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Miles family resided at Poundsbridge,
Tonbridge, Speldhurst, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old Forest Row,
Sussex native Walter William Miles, who was employed as a Millers Labourer.
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Archie was a former pupil of Speldhurst School, and had subsequently worked
on a farm. Having enlisted in the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) as
regular soldier at the end of 1913, he went with his battalion to France in the
early autumn of 1914 and was present at the various early actions that were
fought by the British Expeditionary Force. Archie was killed at La Bassée, Pas de
Calais, France. An elder brother of the next casualty briefly commemorated
below.

MILES, HARRY. Private, G/3718.

2nd Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment).

Died 16 May1915. Aged 22.

Born Poundsbridge, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent 28 February 1893. Enlisted
Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Speldhurst, Kent.

Son of Walter William Miles and Harriett Miles (née Still) of Blowers Hill,
Speldhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Commemorated on the Le Touret Memorial, Richebourg-I'Avoue, Pas de Calais,
France. Panel 4 or 5, and on the Commemorated on the Speldhurst, Kent civic
war memorial.

Harry attended Speldhurst School, and later became a Gardener before he
enlisted in the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) in November 1914, in
which he served as Private, 4445.

MILES, SIDNEY ISAAC. Driver, 2214.

1/3rd Kent Fortress Company, Royal Engineers.

Died at sea 20 October 1915. Aged 24.

Born Poundsbridge, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent 30 September 1891. Enlisted
Gillingham, Kent. Resided Speldhurst, Kent.

Son of Walter Wiliam Miles and Harriett Miles (née Still) of Blowers Hill,
Speldhurst, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. Panel 23 to 25 or 325 to 328,
and on the Commemorated on the Speldhurst, Kent civic war memorial, also on
the Hythe memorial at the parish church of St. Matthew's, High Brooms, Royal
Tunbridge Wells, Kent.
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Like his brothers, Sidney was also educated at Speldhurst School, and like his
brother Harry, he too became a Gardener. Sidney enlisted in the army, as a
Driver in the Kent Fortress Royal Engineers in May 1915. Sidney was drowned in
the loss of H.M.S. Hythe off Cape Helles in the Aegean Sea; the ship he was on
was a cross channel paddle steamer ferry, with a displacement of 509 tons. She
was built in 1905 for the South Eastern and Chatham Railway, and worked on
the Dover to Calais route. The vessel was requisitioned by the Admiralty on 8
October 1914, and became a minesweeper and given the Pennant No. M38,
based at Scapa Flow. In 1915 she was sent to work on troop movements in the
Dardanelles. Sidney and the other members of the 1/3rd Kent Fortress
Company, Royal Engineers boarded the ship at Mudros Bay, en route for Cape
Helles. With them were the 1/2nd Kent Fortress Company Royal Engineers,
bound for the same destination. With two transports being were available, H.M.S.
Hythe and H.M.S. Redbreast, The story goes that the company commanders had
tossed a coin to decide which vessel their respective companies would take, and
that Captain David ‘Reggie’ Salomons, the son of Sir David Lionel Goldsmith-
Stern-Salomons and Lady Laura Julia. ‘Reggie’ won the toss and 3 Company
which he commanded took H.M.S. Hythe. When H.M.S. Hythe left Mudros Bay at
approximately 1600 hours on 28 October 1915, she was severely overloaded
with men packed on the decks, many of them huddling under an awning that had
been rigged up to give a little relief from rain and spray. At about 2000 hours as
they neared their destination men donned their kit, Sidney and the other drivers
went to their vehicles, and the ship doused all her lights. Within minutes the also
lightless vessel H.M.S Sarnia was spotted which was steaming back empty to
Mudros Bay from Cape Helles and on a collision course with H.M.S. Hythe.
Some accounts suggest that H.M.S. Sarnia mistook H.M.S. Hythe for an enemy
submarine and rammed her deliberately. It is know that both vessels made at
least one change of course, but it seems that neither of the ships slowed speed.
H.M.S. Sarnia struck the port side of H.M.S. Hythe with such force that its bows
cut halfway through the ship, bringing H.M.S. Hythe to a dead stop, and caused
its mast to collapse on the awning. Many were killed instantly by the bows and
the collapsed mast, but the others fared little better because the massive amount
of damage sustained caused H.M.S. Hythe to rapidly sink. It was all over in a
little over ten minutes. Many soldiers were drowned trapped under the awning or
in the cabs of their vehicles. The others had little or no time to gain the railings
and throw off their kit before they were in the sea. As always men had mixed
fortunes at the time of the sinking, and a few managed to scramble from one
vessel to the other without even getting their feet wet. Reference was made
above to Sir David Lionel Goldsmith-Stern-Salomons and his son Captain David
‘Reggie’ Salomons, who was amongst the 129 officers and other ranks of the
1/3rd Kent Fortress Company, Royal Engineers that perished during the loss of
H.M.S. Hythe. In addition to the personal grief experienced by Sir David and
Lady Julia Goldsmith-Stern-Salomons after the loss of their son, was that felt by
the couple for the other 128 families, as Sir David had a major part in the raising
of the1/3rd Kent Fortress Company. Sir David later commissioned and paid for a
marble memorial plaque that commemorates ‘his’ soldiers that were lost on
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H.M.S. Hythe, the plague was initially located in the Drill Hall, Speldhurst Road,
when the Drill Hall fell into disuse and went the way of most of the other Kent Drill
Halls, it thankfully eventually ended up in the parish church of St. Matthew's,
High Brooms, Royal Tunbridge Wells. The H.M.S. Hythe tragedy is also
commemorated by the naming of Hythe Close, Southborough, Royal Tunbridge
Wells, off the A26 London Road.

PRICE, HENRY. Private, 366120.

911th Area Employment Company, Labour Corps.

Died 28 October 1918. Aged 25.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Eastbourne, Sussex. Resided
Crowborough, Sussex.

Son of Henry and Clara Jane Price.

Husband of Phyllis Dulcie Eleanor Price of 85, Hurst Road, Eastbourne, Sussex.
Buried Longuenesse (St. Omer) Souvenir Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: V. E. 35.

Commemorated on the Crowborough, Sussex civic war memorial.

Formerly Private, TR5/45865, 81st Battalion, Training Reserve. At the time of the
1901 census, the Price family resided at Blackness, Rotherfield, Sussex. Head of
the house was 35 year old Maidstone, Kent native Henry Price, who was
employed as a Bricklayers Labourer.

RICHARDS, JAMES. Private, TF/202369.

1st/7th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment.

Died 3 May 1917.

Born Chiddingstone, Kent. Enlisted Purfleet, Essex. Resided Penshurst,
Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of Thomas Richards.

Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France, and on the
Chiddingstone Causeway, Kent, civic war memorial.

Formerly Private, 6612, Middlesex Regiment. At the time of the 1901 census the
Richards family resided at Chiddingstone Causeway, where 42 year old Tudeley,
Tonbridge, Kent, native Thomas Richards was recorded by the census
enumerator as being the Head of the house, and employed as a Railway
Platelayer.

SELLINGS, EDWARD VICTOR. Private, 31201.

1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, East Lancashire Regiment.

Died 25 March 1918. Aged 19.

Born Penshurst, Kent. Enlisted Ashford, Kent. Resided Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of Edward James and Rose May Sellings of 3, Rita Cottages, London Road,
Tonbridge, Kent.

Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 6.

Formerly Private, 77680, Durham Light Infantry.
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WILES, ERNEST EDWIN. Private, 41126.

26th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers City of London Regiment), (Bankers).
Died 2 April 1918. Aged 34.

Born Penshurst, Kent. Enlisted Leatherhead, Surrey. Resided Chobham, Surrey.
Husband of Annie Wiles of Little Heath Cobham, Surrey.

Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 3.

YEOMAN, HARRY. Private, M2/201324.

H.A.M.T., Royal Army Service Corps.

Died 27 December 1918. Aged 42.

Born Penshurst, Kent. Resided Chiddingstone, Kent.

Son of Harry William Yeoman of Smarts Hill, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.
Husband of Edith Yeoman (née Stone) of The Hoath, Chiddingstone, Kent.
Buried Chiddingstone, Kent (St. Mary) Churchyard.

Harry was called up for military service and after being passed fit he enlisted on
29 July 1916. At the time of his enlistment, Harry stated that he was 40 years and
11 months old, that he was married, and employed as a Motor Driver, when
asked if he had a preference regarding which regiment or corps he wished to
serve in, he replied the Motor Transport of the Army Service Corps. Sensibly the
recruiting officer attested Harry to serve in his preferred choice of corps. The day
after his enlistment, Harry joined the Army Service Corps at the former
Workhouse at Grove Park, Lee, London, which had been taken over by the Army
Service Corps as a mobilisation and training centre at the commencement of the
Great War. Between 1914 and 1919, almost 300,000 men and women passed
through Grove park. Some of the troops were there for less than a day, while
others were on 12 week training courses for the maintenance of various motor
vehicles, which ranged from staff cars to lorries and buses. On the completion of
his training at Grove Park and service at home, Harry was posted to France in
the 86 Section, Heavy Artillery Mechanical Transport, Army Service Corps on 30
October 1916. Harry served on the Western Front until being evacuated back to
England on 21 May 1918. There is conflicting documentation regarding Harry’s
actual place of death as some shows it to have been at the Fort Pitt Central
Military Hospital Drill Hall Military Hospital, Fort Pitt, Chatham, Kent, where he
had received treatment for Epithelioma. Other (more detailed) documentation
furnished by the Neville Park Military Hospital, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent,
records that when he was admitted there he was suffering with Carcinomatons
tumor of both groins, and was given Collosol Copper injections, but his condition
steadily got worse before he died there on 27 December 1918.
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The Second World War

1939-1945

HAWKINS, JOHN CURTIES WILLIAM. Lieutenant, 73049.

33 Field Regiment, Royal Atrtillery.

Died 2 June 1940. Aged 22.

Born Surrey. Resided Kent.

Son of Captain John Denis Curties Hawkins and Mona Beatrice Hawkins.

Buried St. James’s Cemetery, Dover, Kent. Grave Ref: Row B. Grave 2.

Pre war member of the Royal Artillery. Prior to his death John had been
Mentioned in Despatches.

CAMPANY, RONALD EDWARD. Sergeant, 806255.

57 (1/5th Battalion, The East Surrey Regiment) Anti-Tank Regiment, Royal
Atrtillery.

Died 22 January 1943. Aged 29.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of George and Flossie Campany.

Husband of Mary C. F. Campany of Tonbridge, Kent.

Buried Tripoli Military Cemetery, Libya. Grave Ref: 10. F. 19.

Pre war member of the Royal Artillery.

KENCH, GEORGE HENRY. M.M. Lance Corporal, 6351071.

6th Battalion, Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

Died 31 January 1943. Aged 22.

Born Sussex. Resided Kent.

Son of Arthur H. and Miriam Mabel Kench of Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.
Buried Beja War Cemetery, Tunisia. Grave Ref: 2. F. 12.

PEACOCK, LESLIE CHARLES. Lance Sergeant, 6350183.

4th Battalion, Queen's Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

Died 11 April 1944. Aged 24.

Born Surrey. Resided Kent.

Son of Albert and May Peacock of Southborough, Kent.
Husband of Elsie Peacock of Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.
Commemorated on the Rangoon Memorial, Myanmar. Face 16.

STAPLEY, HUGH JOHN. Marine, CH/X 3883.

No. 45 Royal Marine Commando, Royal Marines.

Died 20 August 1944. Aged 20.

Son of William George and Priscilla Marianne Stapley of Penshurst, Kent.
Buried Ranville War Cemetery, Calvados, France. Grave Ref: [IA. H. 13.
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HALLETT, DENNIS PETER. Flying Officer, 166795.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Died 9 April 1945.

Commemorated on the Ottawa Memorial, City of Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.
Panel 4. Column 1.

SEALE, GEOFFREY BERNARD. Fusilier, 14988768.

6th Battalion, Royal Welch Fusiliers.

Died 26 April 1945. Aged 19.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Percy and Edith Mary Seale of Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.
Buried Hanover War Cemetery, Hannover, Niedersachsen, Germany.
Grave Ref: 7. C. 3.

The Second World War

1939-1945
L ost Casualties

BRIDGER, MARGARET ANNIE. Civilian casualty.

Died 23 January 1943. Aged 66.

Born Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

Resided at 7 Moatcroft Road, Eastbourne, Sussex.

Daughter of the late Frederick and Charlotte Bridger (née Hollamby) of
Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

Margaret died at 19 Western Avenue, Polegate, Sussex.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Bridger family resided at The Gardens,
Penshurst Place. Head of the house was 65 year old Penshurst native Frederick
Bridger, who was an Own Account Market Gardener. Frederick was a well known
and respected Gardener and Botanist, who worked as the Head Gardener to
Lord de l'lsle at Penshurst Place for several years. The then 24 year old Margaret
was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a Post Office
Clerk.

FIELD-MARSHAM , CHARLES AUSTEN. Lieutenant, 52819.

Life Guards.

Died 15 January 1941. Aged 31.

Born London 3 November 1910. Resided Kent.

Son of Major Charles George Field-Marsham, and of Mrs. Mary Dorothea Field-
Marsham (née Knight).

Husband of Joan Helen Field-Marsham (née Neville).

Father of Robert Charles Edward Field-Marsham.

Buried Fordcombe (St. Peter Churchyard), Penshurst, Kent.

Commemorated on Second World War memorial plaque at the Wye Agricultural
College, Wye, Ashford, Kent, and on the Fordcombe, Kent civic war memorial.
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FIRRELL, NORMAN CHARLES. Civilian casualty.

Died 27 October 1940. Aged 26.

Resided at 64 Kings Avenue, Rye, Sussex.

Commemorated on the Rye, Sussex civic war memorial.

Norman died at Bottle House Cottages, Smarts Hill, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

FOWLER, JOHN EDWARD. Civilian casualty.

Died 27 October 1940. Aged 30.

Resided at 19 Finland Road, Brockley, London.

Son of Mrs. E. Fowler of 19 Addison Square, Lancing, Sussex.

John died at Bottle House Bungalow, Smarts Hill, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

GORT, JOHN STANDISH SURTEES P. V. Field Marshal, 6th Viscount Gort.
V.C.,, G.C.B.,, C.B.E., D.S.0. and 2 Bars, M.V.O., M.C.

Grenadier Guards. General Staff, and Commands and Staff.

Died 31 March 1946. Aged 59.

Born Portman Square, London 10 July 1886.

Son of John Gage Prendergast Vereker, 5th Viscount Gort, and of the
Viscountess Gort (née Surtees), of St. Marylebone, London, and Cowes, Isle of
Wight.

Buried Penshurst (St. John the Baptist) Church, Penshurst, Kent.

C.I.G.S. 1937-1939; C. in C. B.E.F. in France and Flanders, 1939-1940;
Inspector-General to the Forces for Training and Inspector-General, Home
Guard, 1940-1941; Governor and C. in C. Gibraltar, 1941-1942; Governor and C.
in C. Malta, 1942-1944; A.D.C. to H.M. King George VI, 1940-1946. The
following details regarding the award of the Victoria Cross to Captain & Brevet
Major (Acting Lieutenant-Colonel) Viscount Gort, D.S.0., M.V.O., M.C., "for most
conspicuous bravery, skilful leading and devotion to duty" are given in the
London Gazette dated 27 November 1918:-“On 17th September, 1918, this
officer was in charge of 1/Bn. Grenadier Guards during the attack across the
Canal du Nord, near Flesquieres. Although wounded he went across open
ground under terrific fire to obtain the assistance of a tank, which he led and
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directed to the best possible advantage. He was again wounded very severely,
but after a short rest despite considerable loss of blood, he got up and personally
directed a further attack. All ranks were so inspired by his magnificent example of
devotion to duty and utter disregard of personal safety that the attack was
completely successful. Viscount Gort then organised the defence of the captured
position until he collapsed.” In addition to his decorations and medals, during his
long career Lord Gort had also been Mentioned in Despatches nine times.

JEFFERY, FREDA ELLEN. Civilian casualty.

Died 11 March 1943. Aged 33.

Daughter of George and Sarah Fuller of The Retreat, Penshurst, Kent.

Wife of William Alfred Jeffery of 14 Alberta Road, Hollington, St. Leonards-on-
Sea, Sussex.

Freda died at Silverhill Junction, St. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex.

KNOWLES, JOHN HENRY. Civilian casualty.

Died 27 October 1940. Aged 57.

Husband of Mary Knowles of 9 Lancing Road, West Croydon, Surrey.

John died with his wife Mary who is the next casualty briefly commemorated
below, during the same incident at Bottle House Cottages, Smarts Hill,
Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

KNOWLES, MARY. Civilian casualty.

Died 27 October 1940. Aged 56.

Wife of John Knowles of 9 Lancing Road, West Croydon, Surrey.

Mary died with her husband John briefly commemorated above, during the same
incident at Bottle House Cottages, Smarts Hill, Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

PATIENCE, WILLIAM RONALD. Sergeant (Air Gunner), 1893740.
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 97 Squadron, Royal Air Force.
Died 6 August 1944. Aged 109.

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald W. Patience of Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.
Buried Clichy Northern Cemetery, Hauts-de-Seine, France.

Grave Ref: Plot 16. Row 9. Collective grave 14-17.

RIGSBY, ENSLIN EDWARD ARTHUR. Lieutenant (Quartermaster).
Royal Marines.

Died 21 January 1946.

Husband of Violet Annie Rigsby of Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.
Buried Woodchester (St. Mary) Churchyard, Gloucestershire.
Grave Ref: S.W. corner of churchyard.

32



SEDGEWICK, PETER LESLIE RUDOLPH. Private, 14080621.

Devonshire Regiment.

Died 10 June 1946. Aged 19.

Son of Mrs. L. Sedgewick of Pembury, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.

Buried St. Peter Churchyard, Fordcombe, Kent. Grave Ref: Grave 28/SW/7.

SMITH, DESMOND STEPHEN. Fusilier, 6473981.

1st Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).

Died 19 May 1941. Aged 26.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Constance Ursula Smith of Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.
Buried Ismailia War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt. Grave Ref: 3. B. 4.

YEOMAN, ALICE. Civilian casualty.

Womens Voluntary Service.

Died 27 October 1940. Aged 60.

Wife of William Yeoman

Alice died with her husband, at their home; Bottle House Bungalow, Smarts Hill,
Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent, during the same incident, and who is the next
casualty briefly commemorated below

YEOMAN, WILLIAM. Civilian casualty.

Died 27 October 1940. Aged 60.

Wife of William Yeoman

William died with his wife at their home; Bottle House Bungalow, Smarts Hill,
Penshurst, Tonbridge, Kent.

shurst Village Hall. Great War 1914-1919 commemoration plague which
is shown in more detail on the close-up shot below, can be seen on the
photograph above located on the far right hand side brick wall closest to the road
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