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The Great War

1914 -1919

CAGE, CHARLES. Private, G/9720.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment.

Died Monday 3 December 1917.

Born St. Stephens, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided
Bekesbourne, Canterbury, Kent.

Son of George Edwin Cage and Susannah Sarah Cage (née Brown).
Commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval Military Cemetery, Nord,
France. Panel 3, and on the Bekesbourne, Canterbury, Kent civic war memorial.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Cage family resided at Lynsore Bottom,
Upper Hardres, Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 46 year old St.
Stephens, Canterbury, Kent, native George Edwin Cage, who was employed as
a General Labourer. Unfortunately Charles has the sad distinction of being the
sole fatality suffered by the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment on Monday 3 December 1917. Lance Corporal, George Edwin Cage
(junior), who was a younger brother of Charles, fell on 19 December 1915 whilst
serving in the 7th (Service) Battalion, South Lancashire Regiment. A native of
Tyler Hill, Canterbury, Kent, 26 year old George was the husband of Marian
Cage of Burletts, Bramber, Horsham, Sussex, formerly of Groundacre Cottage,
Waltham, Canterbury, Kent. George is at rest at St. Vaast Post Military
Cemetery, Richebourg-L'Avoue, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: Il. H. 11.
George enlisted in the army as a regular soldier on Monday 6 January 1909.

CARVILL,, EDWARD. Rifleman, 15/52377.

15th (Service) Battalion, Royal Irish Rifles, (North Belfast).

Died Tuesday 22 October 1918. Aged 27.

Born Elham, Canterbury, Kent. Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided
Petham, Canterbury, Kent.

Son of William Carvill and Sarah Carvill.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Tyne Cot Cemetery, Zonnebeke,
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 138, and on page 15 of Ireland’s Memorial
Records 1914-1918.

Formerly Shoeing Smith, TS/10228, Army Service Corps, and Private, 4595, The
Buffs (East Kent Regiment), and Private, 260268, Royal Warwickshire Regiment.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Carvill family resided at Garlinge Green,
Petham, Kent. Head of the house was 46 year old Elham, Canterbury, Kent
native William Carvill, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Edward
had originally enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War,” at Faversham,
Kent on Tuesday 7 December 1915, at which time he named his father; William
Carvill of Rhodes Minnis, Lyminge, Folkestone, Kent as being his next of kin. He
was attested as a Shoeing Smith in the Army Service Corps on Monday 13
December 1915, but on Friday 16 December 1916 he was discharged at
Woolwich on the grounds that he was “Not likely to become an efficient soldier.”
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CHEESEMAN, JAMES. Private, 40582.

7th (Service) Battalion, Suffolk Regiment.

Died Friday 14 September 1917.

Born Ash, Kent. Enlisted Wallsall, Staffordshire.

Son of the late Thomas William Cheeseman and Elizabeth Cheeseman (née
Goodban).

Buried Duisans British Cemetery, Etrun, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: VI. A. 22.

Formerly Private, 1996, South Staffordshire Regiment. At the time of the 1901
census, the Cheeseman family resided at Capel, Petham, Kent. Head of the
house was 56 year old Denton, Canterbury, Kent native Thomas William
Cheeseman, who was employed a Farm Waggoner. The then 16 year old James
was recorded by the census enumerator as being a 16 year old native of Ash,
Kent and employed a Farm Waggoners Mate, (possibly with his father). James’
father Thomas died at Petham in 1905, and his mother Elizabeth who was a
native of East Langdon, Dover Kent, died at Petham in 1911. James died of
wounds, and was numbered amongst the 3 other ranks casualties who died on
Friday 14 September 1917, whilst they were serving in the 7th (Service)
Battalion, Suffolk Regiment.

DEAL, HORACE EDWIN. Private, G/25264.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Friday 10 May 1918. Aged 19.

Born Whitstable, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Wooton, Canterbury,
Kent.

Son of Frederick Deal and Jane Deal (née Buesden) of Hill House Farm,
Wootton, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Esquelbecq Military Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: Il. C. 21.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Deal family resided at Waddenhall, Waltham,
Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old Crundale, Kent native
Frederick Deal, who was an Own Account, Farmer. On the day that Horace was
killed in action, the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) suffered only
two other ranks deaths. The other casualty was 26 year old Lance Corporal,
Stanley Jagelman of Upper Tooting, London who died of wounds. A younger
brother of Horace, Waltham, Kent native Cecil Harry Deal (1895-1961), served
overseas in the Great War, most of which was as Driver, T/3085 and Driver,
542086, 495th Field Company, Royal Engineers.

DEAL, WALTER JAMES. Private, 23238.

2nd Battalion, Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry.

Died Sunday 12 May 1918. Aged 32.

Born Denton, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Caversham, Reading, Berkshire.
Resided Sonning Common, Berkshire.

Son of Henry Deal of Denton, Canterbury, Kent, and of the late Emma Deal (née
Goldfinch).

Husband of Ethel E. Deal (née Smith).



Buried Doullens Communal Cemetery Extension No.2, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: II. B. 9.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Deal family resided at Denton Street, Denton,
Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 63 year old Kingston, Canterbury, Kent
native Henry Deal, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Walter’s
marriage to Ethel E. Smith was recorded in the Bridge, Canterbury, Kent
Registration District during the fourth quarter of 1912. Walter is recorded as
having died of wounds, which was probably at either the 3rd Canadian Stationary
Hospital which stayed at Doullens until June 1918, or at the 2/1st Northumbrian
Casualty Clearing Station. He has the sad distinction of being the sole other rank
death suffered by the 2nd Battalion, Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry on Sunday 12 May 1918. At the age of 74, Walter's mother Emma Deal
died at Denton, Canterbury, Kent during the fourth quarter of 1918.

ELGAR, GEORGE. Private, G/15407.

13th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment.

Died Thursday 18 April 1918.

Enlisted Grimsby, Lincolnshire.

Commemorate on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Tyne Cot Cemetery, Zonnebeke,
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 86.

Formerly Private, 5291, Lincolnshire Regiment. Although a total of only 12 Great
War casualties with the surname Elgar have been accessed by the transcribers
of these brief commemorations, and the soldier above is the closest match as he
is the only one with the initial G, it has so far not been possible to add additional
family details etcetera at this brief commemoration.

GUTTERIDGE, CHARLES ALBERT. Gunner, 951257.

"A" Battery, 15th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died Monday 7 May 1917.

Enlisted Lower Kennington, London. Resided Vauxhall, London, S.E.

Husband of Julia Maud Gutteridge (née Daniels) of 14, Italian Walk, Vauxhall,
London, S.E.

Buried La Targette British Cemetery, Neuville-St. Vaast, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: I. A. 22.

Formerly Gunner, 2864, Royal Field Artillery. Charles enlisted in the Territorial
Force for 4 years service in the United Kingdom on Friday 2 July 1915. He
initially served in the 3/5th London Field Artillery Brigade, later being transferred
to the 2/5th London Field Artillery Brigade. Following his service in the United
Kingdom, Charles was posted to France for service with the British Expeditionary
Force, having sailed from Southampton, Hampshire on Wednesday 21 June
1916, he disembarked at the French port of Harve the following day. On
Wednesday 30 August 1916, Charles joined "A" Battery, 302 Brigade, Royal
Field Artillery in the field. He died of wounds at the No.4 Canadian Field
Ambulance on Monday 7 May 1917. Charles is the sole Great War casualty who
is commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, as Charles
Albert Gutteridge. Unfortunately despite the transcribers of these Petham
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updates spending a not insignificant amount of time, whilst attempting to find a
tangible connection between the late Gunner, Charles Albert Gutteridge and the
parish of Petham, none was noted. During the course researching for a link to
Petham, the loss of a Petham casualty was revealed who was Corporal, Walter
Cyril Gutteridge. Walter has been commemorated by www.kentfallen.com below
as being a Petham ‘Lost Man,” but it might of course be the case that the
Gutteridge casualty who has been commemorated on the Petham civic war
memorial, is in remembrance of the late Walter Cyril Gutteridge, but with mistake
errors appertaing to his initials, as the same is present on other war memorials.

HOGBEN, FREDRICK WILLIAM Corporal. 74558.

364th Battery, Royal Field Artillery.

Died Saturday 9 September 1916. Aged 22.

Born Petham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Walter Hogben and Elizabeth Hogben (née Croud) of Westwood
Cottages, Westwood, Faversham, Kent.

Buried Struma Military Cemetery, Kalokastro, Greece. Grave Ref: IV. A. 10.
Frederick was one of four brothers who served in the Great War, two of whom
fell, the other casualty being Henry Edward Hogben who is briefly
commemorated below. At the time of the 1901 census, the Hogben family
resided at Broadway Green, Petham, Kent. Head of the house was 42 year old
Elham, Kent native Walter Hogben, who was employed as a Farm Waggoner.
Frederick was posted to France for service with the British Expeditionary Force,
at which time he was serving as a Gunner in the 14th Brigade, Royal Field
Artillery. He was a recipient of the 1914 Star with the date clasp which is
generally referred to as the ‘Mons Star.’

HOGBEN, HENRY EDWARD. Private, 55150.

13th (Service) Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers, (1st North Wales).

Died Monday 26 August 1918. Aged 36.

Born Elmsted, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Walter Hogben and Elizabeth Hogben (née Croud) of Benfield, Petham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Husband of Annie Hogben (née Epps) of Vicarage Hill, Petham, Canterbury,
Kent.

Buried Delville Wood Cemetery, Longueval, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: XXII. N. 4.

Formerly Private, 13433, Cavalry Reserve Regiment. On the 1901 census entry
referred to at his brothers’ brief commemoration above, Henry is recorded as
being Harry which is doubtless the name by which he was known by all and
sundry, and was recorded as being employed as an Agricultural Labourer.
Henry’'s marriage to 27 year old Petham, Canterbury, Kent native Miss Annie
Epps, took place at the parish church of All Saints, Petham, and it was recorded
during the fourth quarter of 1911. Annie was the daughter of Alfred Epps and
Fanny Epps.



MISSING, WILLIAM WALTER. Private, G/17596.

2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment.

Died Tuesday 30 November 1915.

Born Hinxhill, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Petham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Son of William Missing and Kate Missing (née Fowle).

Buried A.l.F. Burial Ground, Flers, Somme, France. Grave Ref: V. B. 14.

Also commemorated on Great War memorial plague which is located in the
parish church of St. Mary, Hinxhill, Ashford, Kent, and on the boards in St.
Georges memorial chapel of the Royal Sussex Regiment, inside Chichester
Cathedral, West Sussex, which commemorates those who were serving in the
Royal Sussex Regiment that lost their lives during the Great War.

Formerly Private, 3246, Royal East Kent Yeomanry. At the time of the 1901
census, the Missing family resided at Mount Pleasant Farm House, Hinxhill,
Ashford, Kent. Head of the house was 35 year old Pluckley, Ashford, Kent, native
William Missing, who was employed as a Shepherd. The 2nd Battalion, Royal
Sussex in which William was serving at the time of his death was a regular
service battalion, and at the commencement of the Great War it was stationed at
Woking, Surrey, and was in the 2nd Brigade, 1st Division. Clearly William, as a
former member of the Royal East Kent Yeomanry had not been a regular soldier,
and the G prefix on his regimental number which was applicable to other ranks of
the Home Counties Service Battalions, and would probably be indicative of him
having previously served in one of the Home Counties Service Battalions. The
Royal Sussex Regiment raised 23 battalions for service during the Great War all
of which saw action. The regiment had the distinction of having a battalion in
every war theatre including in Russia in 1919. William’s regiment lost
approximately 6,800 personnel during the war, and two Victoria Crosses were
awarded to officers serving in the regiment, and two were awarded to other
ranks. One of the two other ranks awarded the Victoria Cross was 27 year old
Herne, Kent native Sergeant Harry Wells, who was serving in the 2nd Battalion,
Royal Sussex Regiment. On Saturday 25 September 1915 near Le Rutoire,
Loos, Pas de Calais, France, when his platoon officer had been killed, Harry took
command and led his men forward to within 15 yards of the German wire. Nearly
half the platoon were killed or wounded and the remainder were much shaken,
but Harry rallied them and led them on. Finally, when very few were left, he stood
up and urged them forward once again and while doing so he was killed. As both
served in the same battalion, it is of course possible that William Missing had
actually served with Harry Wells, who prior to the Great War had been a Police
Constable at Ashford, Kent. In/on ‘Soldiers Died in the Great War,” William is
recorded as having been killed in action, which may or may not be correct, and
as being the sole fatality suffered by the 2nd Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment
on Tuesday 30 November 1915.
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NASH, HENRY WHINFIELD. Leading Stoker, K/4511.

Royal Navy, H.M Submarine H. 26.

Died Friday 23 August 1918. Aged 29.

Born New Malden, Surrey 31 May 1891. (Please see below)

Son of Herbert Henry Nash and Cecilia Jane Nash (née Bunney) of Little Bursted

Farm, Upper Hardres, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried All Saints Churchyard, Petham, Kent. Grave Ref: 313.

At the time of Henry's death due to disease, his parents resided at Lynsore Court

Farm, Upper Hardres, Canterbury, Kent. It would seem likely that Henry had died

at the Nash family home, as his death was recorded in the Canterbury, Kent

Registration District during the third quarter of 1918. It is possible that Henry's

date of birth as shown above, which was accessed from the National Archives, is

in fact erronius. The birth of a Henry Whinfield Nash was recorded in the

Kingston, Surrey Registration District during the second quarter of 1889, which
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matches the recorded age of his demise. It would also seem likely that Mrs.
Cecilia Nash was Henry’s step-mother. At the time of the 1901 census, Herbert
Henry Nash was recorded as being a 31 year old native of Haslemere, Surrey,
and a widower. He was the head of the house at 3, Derby Villas, Malden Road,
Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey, and employed as a Gas Works Clerk. Also
recorded by the census enumerator as residing at the same address, and as
being the 1 year old son of Herbert Henry Nash, was New Malden, Surrey native
Henry W. Nash, and as the 1891 census was conducted on the night of 5 April, it
is apparently indicative of Henry having been born the previous year. During the
first quarter of 1896, the marriage of a Herbert Henry Nash to Cecilia Jane
Bunney was recorded in the Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey Registration District,
and who were probably the same couple that later resided at Little Bursted Farm,
Upper Hardres, Canterbury, Kent.

POSSEE, WILLIAM. Lance Corporal, 115662.

51st Battalion, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry).

Died Sunday 14 April 1918. Aged 19.

Born Folkestone, Kent. Resided Petham, Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Frank Possee and Elizabeth Possee (née Allen) of East Wootton,
Petham, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: VII. D. 5.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Possee family resided at 2, Park Terrace,
Folkestone, Kent. Head of the house was 38 year old Bethersden, Ashford, Kent
native Frank Possee (senior), who was employed as Farm Carter. Amongst the
three Possee children who were recorded as being at home on the night of the
census, was 6 year old Folkestone, Kent native Frank Possee (junior), who
served in the army during the Great War in the Army Service Corps.

POTTS, BERTIE. Private, 102486.

"A" Company, 2/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Sherwood Foresters
(Nottinghamshire & Derbyshire Regiment).

Died Monday 22 April 1918. Aged 21.

Born and resided Petham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of John Russell Potts (1858 — 1920) and Sarah Ann Potts (1862 — 1945),
(née Burton) of Garlinge Green, Petham, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, Boulogne-sur-Mer, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: IX. A. 10.

Formerly Private, G/936, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). At the time of the 1901
census, the Potts family resided at Little Jersey, Petham, Kent. head of the
house was 43 year old John Russell Potts, who was employed as an Agricultural
Labourer. Bertie enlisted in the army for 3 years with the Colours on Saturday 5
September 1914, at which time he stated that he was 19 years old and employed
as a Horseman. After his enlistment, Bertie was attested and joined The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment) at the regimental depot, Canterbury, Kent. He was posted
to the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on Thursday 10
September 1914.



POTTS, GEORGE. Private, G/13626.

"B" Company, 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Thursday 3 May 1917. Aged 357

Born Petham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted and resided Sittingbourne, Kent.

Son of William and Elizabeth Potts of East Wootton, Petham, Canterbury, Kent.
Husband of Rosa Frances Godfrey (formerly Potts), (née Blagden) of Wildash
Yard, Greenstreet, Teynham, Sittingbourne, Kent.

Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Faubourg-d’Amiens Cemetery, Arras,
Pas de Calais, France. Bay 2, and on the Teynham, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Potts family resided at Petham Street,
Petham, Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 47 year old Petham native
William Potts, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer, as was the then
20 year old George. The marriage of George to Miss Rosa Frances Blagden was
recorded in the Faversham, Kent Registration District during the first quarter of
1903, having married at the parish church of St. Catherine of Alexandria,
Preston-next-Faversham, Kent on $ 28 February 1903. George enlisted
in the army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on Tuesday 18 January 1916. At the
time of his enlistment, George stated that he was 35 years and 238 days old,
employed as a Farm Labourer, and residing at The Street, Greenstreet,
Teynham, Sittingbourne, Kent. Having been placed on the Army Reserve after
enlisting, George was mobilised at Canterbury, Kent on Monday 22 May 1916. At
the action fought at Monchy-le-Preux, Pas de Calais on Thursday 3 May 1917
during the ‘Third Battle of the Scarpe’, the 6th Battalion suffered at least 376
casualties amongst its officers and other ranks, they being a combination of
killed, wounded and missing. The battalion having spent the preceding night
waiting in shell holes for zero hour which had been set for 0345 hours, with "A"
Company on the right flank, "B” Company on the left, with "C” Company
supporting, and the officers and men of "D’ Company behind those of "B”
Company the battalion formed up ready to take part in the days attack. Exactly at
the agreed time the British artillery commenced firing as a prelude too, and in
support of the battalion, who as with the gunners also left their start area on time
as ordered and set off into total darkness, as the battalion pressed on every effort
was made to keep communication with them, Second Lieutenant McAuley, the
battalion signaling officer along with two of the battalion signalers and two
orderlies, went forward to establish an advanced H.Q. in what was known as
Devil's Trench, but he later returned at 0430 hours and reported that no
communication had been possible. A fairly early indication however that all was
apparently going well, was when two German prisoners were sent back down the
line from the battalion, but at that time nothing definite could be ascertained,
even later on when daylight came, gunfire and snipers made it hard to get any
news of how matters were proceeding; but at dusk it was discovered that the
battalion had already suffered a substantial number of casualties, and that
despite the sacrifices being made by the battalion of all ranks the line in their
front was practically as before. With the growing concern of the continuous loss
of officers at the time which was so serious that Second Lieutenant’s Seago and
Sowter were sent for from the detail camp and, arriving about 2200 hours, and
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very quickly were sent forward to reorganize the remnants of the devastated
battalion. Part of the objective allotted the battalion on the morning of 3 May
1917 had been a spot called Keeling Copse, and it was found after the battalion
had taken stock of its significant losses, that Second Lieutenant's P. A.
Cockeram and Norman O.F. Gunther with about 40 men and a Lewis gun had
actually got there, only to then realize that they were completely isolated with the
enemy infantry having reformed its line behind them, and both sides being their
original trenches, the result being that three lines of Germans intervened
between this handful of men and their comrades, nothing daunted however, they
held their own all day during which time they accounted for many of the enemy
soldiery surrounding them. Under the cover of darkness when night fell, and by
then having expended every cartridge and bomb they possessed, they gallantly
fought their way back again, breaking through one line after another, until at last
the two subalterns and thirteen of the men with them were able to report
themselves to battalion Head Quarters. The casualties in this terrible action were
Second Lieutenant’s John H. Dinsmore and Harold V. Hardey-Mason killed, and
Captain John B Kitchin died of wounds; Captain McDermott and Second
Lieutenant’s Williams and H.G. Nesbitt wounded; Second Lieutenant’s Charles
Warnington, Athol Kirkpatrick, H.W. Evans and R.L.F. Forster, Lieutenant’'s K.L.
James, Grant, King and Wills posted as missing of whom the first five were found
to have been killed; 25 other ranks were also killed, plus 128 wounded and in
addition to which 207 were initially reported as being missing, but ultimately
many were later found to have lost their lives during and resulting from the attack
of 2 and 3 May 1917. About 0200 hours on 4 May the remnant was relieved and
got back, on the following day what remained of the battalion was reorganized
into two companies each of which consisted of only two platoons, No 1 Company
had Second Lieutenant Stevens in command, with Second Lieutenant’'s Sowter,
Seago and Sankey under him; No 2 Company was commanded by Captain
Carter, assisted by the intrepid Second Lieutenant's Gunther and Cockeram.
Following a later debriefing meeting to see if lessons could be learned from the
attack of 3/4 May by the battalion a few things became obvious, the main points
raised being that it was a pity that “the ground was quite unknown to the battalion
which had not held the same position previously, and that the orders to attack
came so late that there was no time for systematic reconnaissance,” also that the
early part of the engagement had been undertaken in the dark. Those surviving
members of the battalion who were not in the hands of the medical teams left
Monchy-le-Preux and were then rested in nearby Arras for a mere 48 hours and
then underwent a further ten days in the trenches before being relieved on 17
May when the battalion moved to Duisans. Both Second Lieutenant’s Cockeram
and Gunther received the Military Cross for their gallant conduct on 3/4 May
1917, but it is sad to have to add that Norman Gunther, who was an attached
officer of the Royal East Kent Yeomanry was killed shortly afterwards, with the
cruel irony of his death occurring within half a mile of Keeling Copse when
gallantly defending a trench the Germans were attacking.
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THOMPSON, FREDERICK VIVIAN. D.S.O. Lieutenant Colonel.

Royal Engineers, attached to the 9th (Service) Battalion, Essex Regiment.

Died Sunday 14 October 1917. Aged 37.

Born Andover, Hampshire 26 April 1880.

Son of the late Major-General Charles Thompson (Indian Service Corps) and of
Mrs. Alice E. Thompson of Bedford, Bedfordshire.

Husband of Evelyn Rachel Thompson (née Mackay) of 23, Hillcrest Road,
Saltwood, Hythe, Kent.

Buried Duisans British Cemetery, Etrun, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: V.C.16.

Also commemorated in St. Paul’'s Church, Bedford, Bedfordshire, and on the
Hythe, Kent civic war memorial, also in the parish church of All Saints, Petham.
Frederick is commemorated in the parish church of St. Peter and St. Paul,
Saltwood, Hythe, Kent, and since Sunday 25 September 2011 he has been
commemorated on the Saltwood, Hythe, Kent, civic war memorial.

Frederick was a former pupil of Bedford Grammar School, and is numbered
amongst the Four Hundred and Fifty Four Old Boys of his school who are
commemorated by a Memorial Hall, which was erected to honour the schools
fallen by the Old Bedfordians' Club. Upon completion of his education at Bedford
Grammar School, Frederick went to the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, from
where he passed out as a Second Lieutenant in the Royal Engineers on 23
March 1899. Frederick obtained rapid promotion to the rank of Lieutenant on
Tuesday 1 October 1901, having served in the Second Boer War, and had been
awarded the Queens South Africa Medal with five clasps. Promoted to Captain
on Monday 23 March 1908. Served as an Adjutant in the Royal Engineers and
promoted to the rank of Major. At the commencement of the Great War,
Frederick was given command of a Signaling Company, which on some of the
data accessed shows that he and the formation which he commanded went to
serve in the French war theatre shortly afterwards, but upon checking his Medal
Index Card entry it shows “Theatre of War first served in” as France, but with the
“Date of entry therein” as being Sunday 30 May 1915, which is probably correct
as Frederick was awarded the 1914/15 Star, as opposed to the 1914 Star.
Frederick later served on the Staff of a Division, then as a Brigade Major, and
afterwards attached to the Staff of and Army Corps. Following on from his
successful ‘Staff Appointments,” with the rank of a Temporary Lieutenant
Colonel, Frederick was given command of the 9th (Service) Battalion, Essex
Regiment. He died on Sunday 14 October 1917 of the wounds that he received in
action on Sunday 7 October 1917. During the Great War prior to his death,
Frederick was thrice Mentioned in Despatches. On Tuesday 21 June 1921,
Frederick's widow submitted a formal application for the issue of his 1914/15
Star, British War Medal, and Victory Medal. At the time of submitting her
application for her late husbands’ medals, Mrs. Thompson was residing at
Petham House, Petham, Canterbury, Kent.
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The Great War

1914 -1919
Lost Men

ADDY, ALFRED THOMAS WILLIAM. Gunner, 157151,
299th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Atrtillery.

Died Monday 25 March 1918. Aged 25.

Born Stone-cum-Ebony, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Ashford, Kent. Resided
Brabourne, Ashford, Kent.

Son of Alfred and Agnes H.L. Addy (née Couchman) of Stelling Lodge, Petham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Buried St. Pierre Cemetery, Amiens, France. Grave Ref: VIII. G. 3.
Commemorated on the Brabourne, Kent, Great War parish tribute which is in the
form of a brass plaque inside the parish church of St. Mary’s, Brabourne.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Addy family resided at Barrowsland Cottages,
Stone-cum-Ebony, Ashford, Kent. Head of the house was 30 year old Rolvenden,
Kent native Alfred Addy, who was employed as a Shepherd.
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ANDREWS, JOHN WILLIAM. Private, 6959.

16th Battalion, Australian Infantry, A.l.F. 4th Infantry Brigade.

Died Wednesday 4 July 1917. Aged 28.

Born Petham, Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Henry George Andrews and Mrs. Elizabeth C. Andrews of 17, Frederick
Street, Sittingbourne, Kent.

Buried Strand Military Cemetery, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, Belgium.

Grave Ref: IX. J. 10.

Commemorated on the Australian National War Memorial, and on the
Nettlestead, Maidstone, Kent, civic war memorial.

John was awarded a “Sacrifice of Blood for a Fallen Comrade.” At the time of the
1901 census, the Andrews family resided at Primrose Lane, Bredgar,
Sittingbourne, Kent. Head of the house was 42 year old Smeeth, Ashford, Kent
native Henry George Andrews, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer.
John was 21 when he arrived in Australia, and was employed as an Agricultural
Labourer. His Australian data sources shows him to have been chiefly connected
with Yuna, Giraldton, Western Australia. He enlisted in the Australian Imperial
Force on Friday 29 September 1916, at which time he stated that he was a
Farmer, and named his father Henry George Andrews of King's Row,
Nettlestead, Maidstone, Kent, as his next of kin. John’s address for
correspondence was PO, Yuna, Western Australia. He served in the 16th
Battalion, Australian Infantry, A.I.F. 23rd Reinforcement, which embarked from
Fremantle, Western Australia, on board the Australian troopship H.M.A.T.
Berrima (A35) on Saturday 23 December 1916. Brother of Petham native Private,
6716, Frederick Joseph Andrews of thel6th Battalion Australian Infantry A.l.F. of
Shinton Street, Giraldton, Western Australia. The husband of Amy Blanch
Andrews, Frederick enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on Tuesday 4 July
1916, exactly a year prior to the death of his brother John. Frederick survived the
Great War and returned to Australia on Sunday 1 June 1919.

BRICE, ALBERT. Private, 241907.

1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Monday 12 February 1917.

Born Petham, Canterbury, Kent. (Please see below). Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.
Resided Paddock Wood, Tonbridge, Kent.

Son of Henry Soloman Brice and Frances Esther Brice (née Wells) of Medway
Villas, Maidstone Road, Paddock Wood, Tonbridge, Kent.

Buried Amara War Cemetery, Irag. Grave Ref: XX. J. 2.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Brice family resided at Garlinge Green,
Petham, Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 38 year old Waltham,
Canterbury, Kent native Henry Soloman Brice, who was employed as a Farm
Labourer. Albert was recorded as being an 8 year old native of Waltham,
Canterbury, Kent, by the census enumerator. Albert enlisted in the army as a
regular soldier for 7 years with the Colours and 5 years in the Reserve on
Wednesday 16 October 1907, at which time he stated that he was 18 years and
7 months old, born at Petham, Canterbury, Kent, and employed as a Farm
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Labourer. After being attested to serve in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), Albert
served as Private, L/8654. On Friday 20 December 1907, Albert obtained his 3rd
Class Army education Certificate, and later qualified as a 2nd Class Signaller.
Albert served on the Western Front with his regiment as part of the British
Expeditionary Force from Monday 7 September 1914, and served with the B.E.F.
until he was wounded on Friday 24 September 1915 and evacuated back to
England. Having recovered from his wounding, Albert was posted to serve in the
1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) in the
Mesopotamia war theatre and he arrived at Basrah on Wednesday 23 February
1916, having embarked at Devonport on Saturday 22 January 1916. Initially
reported as wounded and missing, but it was later confirmed that he had been
numbered amongst the 3 other ranks in his battalion that had been killed in
action Monday 12 February 1917. At the time of the Brice family filling in the
requisite army form whilst applying for the Memorial Plague and Scroll in
remembrance of Albert on Monday 27 September 1920, his relatives were
residing at Fairbourne Heath, Ulcombe, Maidstone, Kent, having previously
resided at Lynsted, Greenstreet, Teynham, Sittingbourne, Kent.

BRICE, GEORGE FOX. Private, G/2494.

8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Sunday 26 September 1915. Aged 19.

Born and resided Petham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Albert Edward Brice and Mary J. Brice (née Jones) of 3, Town Road,
Petham, Canterbury, Kent.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 15.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Brice family resided at Tarry Hall, Petham,
Canterbury, Kent. Kent. Head of the house was 29 year old Petham, Kent native
Albert Edward Brice, who was employed as a Carpenter.

George was posted to France with the 8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment), for service with the British Expeditionary Force. Commanded by
Colonel Frederick Charles Romer C.B., C.M.G., George’s battalion had sailed
from Folkestone, Kent, and arrived at the French port of Boulogne-sur-Mer on
Wednesday 1 September 1915 and then spent two days there, after which a
move was made to billets at the little village of Maninghem near Etaples, Pas de
Calais, to undertake divisional training. George’s battalion remained at
Maninghem until Tuesday 21 September 1915, when a march was undertaken
by the battalion to assemble at the concentration area in preparation for the
‘Battle of Loos,’ the battalion marched to Bethune arriving early in the morning on
Saturday 25 September, at 1100 hours the battalion formed up for Colonel
Romer to address the officers and other ranks, short but to the point he said, I
am not going to make a speech to you, but only ask you to remember that you
are THE BUFFS.” Following their Colonels ‘speech’ the battalion then made
another move nearer to the battle heading for Vermelles to take part in an attack
which was planned for later that night. Marching over difficult terrain their division
reached positions in the area of Bois Hugo, Chalk Pit Wood, Chalet Wood and
Hill 70 Redoubt, which were advanced positions that faced the German’s second
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line. A proposed attack planned for that night was eventually postponed, and the
battalion received fresh orders which stated that they were to take part in an
attack the following morning. Just twenty four days after landing in France, and
significantly with most of the officers and other ranks in the battalion never having
been in action before, at 1030 hours on the following morning, orders were
received by the 24th Division, (which included the 8th Battalion) for an attack to
begin at 1100 hours, with the battalion detailed to attack the village of Hulluch.
Set out below is the 8th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), War Diary
entry for part of the 26 September 1915. “At 10.30 a.m. verbal orders arrived to
prepare for an attack at 11 o’clock a.m. Almost at once the enemy commenced a
heavy bombardment of our trenches. At 11 a.m. an attack across open country
commenced, the objective being a German position about a mile away. Artillery
formation was adopted on leaving the trenches, but long distance rifle fire caused
us to extend our lines almost immediately. The Buffs were supporting the West
Kents. The advance was carried forward rapidly and by 11.30 a.m. the leading
lines of the Buffs had arrived within 25 yards of the German barbed wire. No
gaps could be observed in the wire entanglements. During the advance a heavy
fire from machine guns on both flanks was encountered. At 1155 a.m. an order
came down the line from the right to withdraw. The enemy’s fire especially from
our left flank became heavier and very considerable losses occurred. The Buffs
were relieved during the night 26/27th 1915. Rested in a field close by Sailly La
Bourse.” Because of the way that war diary entries are written, with their original
intention not being for the benefit of amateur historians and the like, the above
omits to adequately emphasize that when the battalion attacked at Hulluch, they
had to cross a stretch of ‘No Mans Land’ approximately a mile wide, in tandem
with the rest of the 72nd Brigade the battalion with mounting casualties
eventually managed to reach their designated objective, despite being constantly
heavily enfiladed by well placed enemy machine guns, only to then find that the
enemy wire was still mainly intact in front of it. The Division to the battalion’s right
was subsequently forced to withdraw, which resulted in the right flank being
exposed to even more enemy attention primarily in the form of machine gun fire
and Germans artillery shellfire, incredibly the 8th Battalion withstood the enemies
superior firepower for a full four hours before inevitably being forced to withdraw,
during which time more casualties were inflicted on The Buffs, as can be seen
from the war diary entry were relieved that night and initially fell back to Noeux
les Mines where they bivouacked in pouring rain. The casualties to the battalion
resulting from its first significant engagement of the Great War were truly
staggering, as they amounted to at least 24 officers and 610 other ranks killed,
wounded or missing, of that number 2 officers and 158 other ranks died on the
day of the engagement which was fought by the battalion on Sunday 26
September 1915. Inevitably a significant number later succumbed to their
wounds, resultant of the action fought at Hulluch. Amongst the officers, the
battalion only had one young officer Second Lieutenant J. Vaughan that was not
a casualty, subsequently he was awarded the Military Cross for his leadership
and gallantry when leading the other ranks remnants of the battalion from the
battle. George was subsequently accepted as having been killed in action.
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CARLTON, FREDERICK PERCY. Private, S/10303.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Saturday 19 June 1915. Aged 19.

Born Petham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Greenstreet
Green, Sittingbourne, Kent.

Son of Anna Carlton (née Marsh) of Devon Villas, Greenstreet, Sittingbourne,
Kent, and of the late Henry Carlton.

Buried Potijze Chateau Wood Cemetery, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: B. 3.

Commemorating on the Great War memorial plague which is located in the
parish church of St. Peter and St. Paul, Lynsted, Kent.

Formerly Private, 1393, 4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment). At the time of the 1901 census, the Carlton family was residing at
Perry Cottages, Chartham, Canterbury, Kent. Kent. Head of the house was 43
year old Nonnington, Dover, Kent, native Henry Carlton who was employed as a
Domestic Coachman. Frederick enlisted in the Territorial Force for 4 years on
Friday 15 March 1912 after successfully passing his army medical examination at
Sittingbourne, Kent, Frederick served as Private, 1393, 4th (Territorial Force)
Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). At the time of his Territorial Force
enlistment, Frederick stated that he was 17 years and 3 months old, residing at
Devon Villas, Greenstreet, Sittingbourne, Kent, and that he was employed as a
Brickfields Labourer by Mr. R. Mercer of Messrs Mercer & Co. In support of
Frederick’s application to enlist in the Territorial Force, Mr. J.W. Rowe of Frognal,
Rodmersham, Sittingbourne, who was employed by Messrs Mercer & Co. as the
Brickyard Foreman, submitted what could best be described as a ‘glowing
testimonial’ in praise of him. The testimonial submitted by Mr. J.W. Rowe was in
response to a request from the army recruiting staff, in their attempt to try and
ascertain Frederick’s trustworthiness and work record etcetera. Having
completed 271 days service in the 4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment), which had included attending Annual Camp, and his
character having been assessed as ‘Good,” with his age (as recorded) as being
18 years and 11 months, Frederick was discharged from the Territorial Force on
Tuesday 13 December 1912, as the consequence of him having enlisted to serve
in the Army Special Reserve for a term of 6 years. He then served in the 3rd
(Special Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), and was
subsequently transferred to serve in the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment). Frederick was one of five other ranks that were serving in the 1st
Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) who were Killed in action in the Potijze
sector on Saturday 19 June 1915, the battalion having been transferred to the
Ypres sector of Belgium on Monday 31 May 1915. Prior to being killed, Frederick
had been hospitalised on a number of occasions at Field and General Hospitals
on the Western Front, which were mainly those based at Rouen, Seine-Maritime,
France, in addition to which he had a period of convalescence which was also
spent at a Rouen Convalescence Camp.
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COLEMAN, WALTER RICHARD. Stoker 2nd Class, K/54448.
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Pembroke II.
Died Sunday 20 October 1918. Aged 18.
Born Petham, Canterbury, Kent Friday 28 September 1900.
Son of Charlotte Phoebe Coleman of Chestnut Cottage, Nackington Road,
Canterbury, Kent, and the late Walter Coleman.
Buried All Saints Churchyard, Petham, Kent. Grave Ref: South of Church Tower.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Coleman family resided at Bronhall Cottages,
Upper Hardes, Petham, Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 32 year old
Petham native Walter Coleman, who was employed as a Farm Waggoner.
Walter's death was recorded in the Medway, Kent Registration District during the
fourth quarter of 1918. Although the transcriber of these brief commemorations
has not personally sighted Walter's death certificate, to enable the exact location
of where Walter died or cause etcetera, as it is known that he died of an illness,
as opposed to the direct result of any form of enemy action, but based on the
aforementioned, it would seem likely that he had died at the Royal Naval
Hospital, Chatham, Kent. It would seem likely that Walter was numbered
amongst the countless millions of victims of the worldwide Influenza pandemic
which lasted from approximately July 1918 to April 1919, with a major peak
occurring throughout the UK between September 1918 and January 1919.
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CROUCHER, ALBERT EDWARD. Private, L/8763.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Friday 8 January 1915.

Born Petham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Borough
Green, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Son of William James Croucher and Mary Ann Croucher (née Sharpe) of Paxton
Cottage, Platt Farm, Borough Green, Kent.

Buried St. Mary’s Churchyard, St. Mary’s Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Grave Ref: 95.
Commemorated on the St. Mary’s Platt, Kent, Great War parish tribute, and on
the Stelling Minnis, Kent civic war memorial.

The photograph above of Albert’s regulation headstone is courtesy of regular
www.kentfallen.com website contributor Susan F. At the time of the 1891 census
when the Croucher family resided at Garlinge Green, Petham, Albert was
recorded as being a year old, and as such if the entry is correct, it would mean
that at the time of his death Albert was about 24 years of age. When the 1901
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census was carried out, the Croucher family resided at The Cottages, Ulcombe
Place, Ulcombe, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 35 year old Frittenden,
Kent native William J Croucher, who was employed as a Head Gardener. Albert
was a regular soldier and it is probably fair to assume that he had been serving in
the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at Fermoy, County Cork,
Ireland, at the commencement of the Great War. The battalion left Ireland on
Wednesday 12 August 1914 and after a not uneventful journey it eventually
arrived at Cambridge on Wednesday 19 August, where it was billeted at Christ’s
College. From Cambridge a move was made to Southampton, where on Monday
7 September the battalion embarked on the 13,401 ton Atlantic Transport Line
ship “SS Minneapolis” prior to sailing for France on her the following day, and
arriving at the port of St. Nazaire on Wednesday 9 September for service with
British Expeditionary Force. Following the fall of the city of Antwerp on Friday 9
October 1914, it allowed for the release of a vast amount of German troops, and
depending on what publication is read, the actual numbers of soldiers that then
became available for duty elsewhere vary wildly. Despite containing errors, the
book by Colonel R.S.H. Moody C.B., detailing the contribution made by The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment) during the Great War, put the above number of enemy
soldiers as 90,000, Colonel Moody also makes mention that in addition to those
enemy soldiers, four German Army Corps had also been brought from the
Eastern Front to fight on the Western Front. With the mass of additional
manpower available to the German High Command, the British and French
troops the enemy from post the fall of Antwerp were vastly outnumbered. On
Monday 12 October 1914 Albert’s battalion was relieved in their trenches on the
Aisne by French troops, and then it marched to the little village of Bazoches-sur-
Vesles along with the 16th Brigade of the 6th Division to which the 1st Battalion,
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) belonged, and entrained from Bazoches-sur-
Vesles to Cassel where they arrived the following day. The following is an extract
from the book ‘A Short History of the 6th Division August 1914-March 1919, by
Major-General Thomas Owen Marden, C.B., C.M.G., who had commanded the
6th Division from Tuesday 21 August 1917. “The 16th Infantry Brigade now
rejoined the Division from the Aisne, and on the 18th October a reconnaissance
in force was ordered, which was brilliantly carried out. The Buffs and Y. and L. on
the right captured Radinghem without much opposition, and advanced across a
small plateau, 300 yards in width, towards the woods in which stands the
Chéteau de Flandres. They here came under a heavy cross-fire of machine-guns
and shrapnel, and were counter-attacked and driven back. The situation,
however, was saved by Major Bayley's company of the Y. and L., which had
worked round on the left and threatened the flank of the counter-attack, which
thereon withdrew. The Y. and L. suffered considerable casualties in this little
action--Major Robertson being killed. Meanwhile the 18th Infantry Brigade had
captured Ennetiéres and the south end of Capinghem, while the 17th Infantry
Brigade reached Prémesques, but was unable to take Pérenchies. The 4th
Division had not been able to cross the Lys north of Armentieres, which
necessitated the 17th Infantry Brigade throwing back its flank to I'Epinette. On the
19th October the Division entrenched on the line it had won. To the right were
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French cavalry and cyclists, covering the gap between the right of the Ill Corps
and the left of the | Corps near Aubers. The advance from Hazebrouck to the
ridge had occupied six days, and cost the Division some 750 casualties. On the
morning of the 20th October the Germans attacked very heavily on the whole
front. Fighting on a much extended front (five miles) and with very little in hand,
the Division was soon in difficulties, particularly on the exposed left flank, where
the Leinsters had their three left companies quickly driven in, and the situation at
midday was critical. One company with the machine-guns was able to hold on
until the afternoon at Mont de Prémesques, and to withdraw under cover of
darkness, having inflicted heavy loss on the enemy. Meanwhile units of other
brigades were putting up a gallant fight against great odds, each unit generally
with one or both flanks unsupported. At Ennetiéres, which formed rather a
salient, the Sherwood Foresters held out all day, but were attacked at dusk by
three battalions and practically annihilated or captured, only the CO., Adjutant,
Q.M. and 250 other ranks remaining the next day. The Buffs, after a splendid
fight, were driven out of Radinghem, and by night the Division was practically
back on the line which it was to hold for the next few months, and on which the
German offensive of 1918 still found the British. Continuous unsuccessful
attempts to break through occurred till 31st October, when trench warfare set in.
Notable among these was the attack on the K.S.L.I. and Y. and L. on the 23rd
October, when 300 enemy dead were left in front of our trenches; on the 18th
Infantry Brigade on the night of the 27/28th October, when the enemy captured
the line, but was driven out by a counter-attack, in which the East Yorks specially
distinguished themselves; and on the night of the 29/30th October, when the 19th
Infantry Brigade lost some trenches, but counter-attacked successfully, and
counted 200 German dead. The incident of Corporal Forward, 1st The Buffs, is
typical of the fierce fighting. On 30th October, when the O.C. machine-guns of
The Buffs and all the team had been killed or wounded, this gallant N.C.O.
continued to fire his gun until eventually wounded in five places, when he crawled
back to report the situation. He was rewarded with the D.C.M.” Albert died at
home of the wounds he had received in action, and has the sad distinction of
being the sole other ranks death suffered by thelst Battalion, The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment) on Friday 8 January 1915. Mainly because he was not an officer
it has not been possible to ascertain where, when, or how it was that Albert
suffered the wounding which resulted in his demise. Unfortunately, Albert’'s army
service papers appear to amongst those which were lost during or resulting from
a German bombing raid during the Second World War in September 1940, when
the War Office repository in Arnside Street, London was struck, and as such it
has also not been possible to show here the actual date of him enlisting as a
regular soldier in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), but his regimental number is
that of a man who had enlisted as a regular soldier in either 1907 or 1908, it
probably being during the latter year.
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DEWELL, CHARLES. Private, LC/460180.

119th Protection Company, Royal Defence Corps.

Died Monday 25 November 1918. Aged 45.

Son of Thomas and Mary Dewell.

Buried All Saints Churchyard, Petham, Kent. Grave Ref: West part.

Formerly Private, 22594, 426th Agricultural Company, Labour Corps. As can be
seen above, Charles’ headstone is emblazoned with the badge of the Royal
Defence Corps, but his regimental number is that which he had whilst serving as

a member of the Labour Corps.
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EASTWOOD, ERNEST. Private, 41894.

10th/11th (Service) Battalion, Highland Light Infantry.

Died Wednesday 11 April 1917. Aged 25.

Son of Alfred Eastwood of High Catton, Stamford Bridge, Yorkshire.

Born and enlisted York, Yorkshire.

Husband of Amy Dungey (formerly Eastwood), of The Bungalow, Stone Street,
Petham, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Orange Trench Cemetery, Monchy-le-Preux, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: A. 28.

Formerly Private, 3894, Royal Scots, and Private, 28866, West Yorkshire
Regiment. The unusual numbering of Ernest’s battalion was the result of the 10th
(Service) Battalion, Highland Light Infantry being transferred to 46th Brigade in
the 15th (Scottish) Division, and amalgamating with 11th (Service) Battalion of
the regiment to form the 10/11th (Service) Battalion on Sunday 14 May 1916.
The maiden name of Ernest’'s widow was probably Stead, their marriage having
been recorded in the York, Yorkshire, Registration District during the fourth
quarter of 1914.

GUTTERIDGE, WALTER CYRIL. Corporal, 9677.

2nd Battalion, Border Regiment.

Died Thursday 4 October 1917. Aged 23.

Born Chartham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Stelling,
Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Arthur Gutteridge and Emma Gutteridge of Broadway Villa, Petham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Husband of Dorothy May Martin (formerly Gutteridge), of Mount Pleasant
Cottages, Weald, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Tyne Cot Cemetery, Zonnebeke,
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 85, and on the Chartham, Canterbury, Kent
civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Gutteridge family resided at 3, Asylum
Cottages, Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was Walter's mother 38 year old
Merton, Oxfordshire native Mrs. Emma Gutteridge. A regular soldier, Walter was
posted serve with the British Expeditionary Force on Monday 19 October 1914,
as a Private in the 2nd Battalion, Border Regiment. Following his death Walter
was posted as ‘Missing,” but later the Army Council made the decision that for
official purposes it was to be assumed that he had died on or after 4 October
1917. Walter’s brother Frederick Gutteridge served in the Great War and initially
attested as a member of the 2nd/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment). He enlisted in the Territorial Force at Canterbury, Kent ‘For the
Duration of the War,” on Tuesday 6 April 1915. On Thursday 31 August 1916,
Frederick was discharged from the army as the consequence of “a misstatement
of age on enlistment,” (19) having by that time served for 1 year and 148 days.
Please also the comments at the brief commemoration of Gunner, Charles Albert
Gutteridge who appears to be one of the Great War casualties that are
commemorated on the Petham civic war memorial.
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HARE, FREDERICK WILLIAM. Lance Corporal, L/9732.

8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Tuesday 6 November 1917. Aged 23.

Born Caple Bottom, Petham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.
Resided Throwley, Faversham, Kent.

Son of William Elgar Hare and Rose Hare (née Cleaver) of Wilgate Green Farm,
Throwley, Faversham, Kent.

Buried Vadencourt British Cemetery, Maissemy, Aisne, France.

Grave Ref: I. A. 5.

Commemorated on the Throwley, Kent, Great War parish tribute which is in the
form of an impressive memorial plaque inside the parish church of St. Michael &
All Angels, Throwley, Faversham, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the hare family resided at Town Farm, Hernehill,
Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 39 year old Whitstable, Kent native
William Elgar Hare, who was employed as a Farm Waggoner. Frederick, who
was a regular soldier, was posted to serve in France with The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment) on Sunday 17 January 1915. Unfortunately, Frederick’'s army service
papers appear to amongst those which were lost during or resulting from a
German bombing raid during the Second World War in September 1940, when
the War Office repository in Arnside Street, London was struck, and as such it
has also not been possible to show here the actual date of him enlisting as a
regular soldier in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), but his regimental number is
that of a man who had enlisted as a regular soldier early in 1912.

QUESTED, WILLIAM JOHN. Gunner, 3507.

"B" Battery, 63rd Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died Tuesday 5 November 1918. Aged 26.

Born Waltham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of George William Quested and Ellen Quested (née Croucher) of Stone
Street, Petham, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Brebieres British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: B. 4.
Commemorated on the Lower Hardes, Canterbury, Kent civic war memorial, and
in the parish church of St. Bartholomew, Waltham, Canterbury, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Quested family resided at Stone Street,
Waltham, Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 58 year old Barham, Kent
native George William Quested, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer.
William was posted to France on Monday 31 May 1915 whilst serving as a
Gunner with the Royal Field Artillery. The village of Brebieres to the south-west
of Douai was occupied by British troops in October, 1918, and from the 28
October to the 1 November the 23rd Casualty Clearing Station was in the village.
The British Cemetery was made in October and November, 1918, and further
graves were added later from other cemeteries. In need of far deeper research,
but basic research would tend to indicate that William amongst the countless
millions of victims of the worldwide Influenza pandemic which lasted from
approximately July 1918 to April 1919, which claimed more lives than those lost
due to military actions during the Great War.
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REYNOLDS, WILLIAM JAMES. Private, L/10281.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Thursday 16 September 1915. Aged 23.

Born Preston-next-Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Sittingbourne, Kent. Resided
Petham, Canterbury, Kent.

Son of William John Reynolds and Mary Ann Reynolds (née Warnes) of Swarling
Manor Cottages, Petham, Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France.

Grave Ref: II. A. 36.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Reynolds family resided at Nagden Cottages,
Graveney, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Faversham,
Kent native William John Reynolds, who was employed as a General Labourer. A
regular soldier, William was posted to serve in France with the 6th (Service)
Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on Tuesday 1 June 1915. William died
of wounds, and has the sad distinction of being the sole other ranks death
suffered by the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on
Thursday 16 September 1915. William’s The Buffs (East Kent Regiment)
regimental army number is indicative of having enlisted in the regiment as a
regular soldier, soon after the commencement of the Great War.

SACREE, SIDNEY. Private, L/9175.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Friday 15 September 1916. Aged 24.

Born Petham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Margate,
Isle of Thanet, Kent.

Only son of William Sacree and Mary Ann Sacree (née Foord) of 13, Tivoli Road,
Margate, Isle of Thanet, Kent. Formerly of “Acorn Villa,” Alexandra Road,
Margate, Isle of Thanet, Kent.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 5 D,
and on the Margate, Isle of Thanet, Kent, civic war memorial.

Sidney enlisted in the Army Reserve (Special Reservists) at Canterbury, Kent, for
6 years on Tuesday 9 March 1909, at which time he stated that he was 17 years
and 9 months old, and employed as a Porter. Sidney served as Private and
Lance Corporal, 9378, in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment) for six months until he enlisted in the army as a regular soldier for a
term of 7 years with the Colours and 5 years in the Reserve, on Friday 10
September 1909. When he enlisted in the army as a regular soldier, Sidney
stated that he was 18 years and 3 months old, and employed as a Drapers
Porter. Following his enlistment, Sidney was attested to serve in The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment), and joined thelst Battalion of the regiment on Wednesday 22
September 1909. Whilst serving in the 1st Battalion, Sidney obtained his Army
Certificate of Education 3rd Class on Friday 4 February 1910, and was awarded
his first Good Conduct Badge on Sunday 10 September 1911. He was
transferred to the 2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on Saturday 4
November 1911, and prior to the Great War Sidney had served in England,
Ireland, Singapore, and India. He was serving as a member of “G” Company in
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the 2nd Battalion of his regiment at the commencement of the Great War. On
Sunday 17 January 1915, Sidney was posted to serve in France with the British
Expeditionary Force, but whilst serving in France he very quickly suffered from
Frost Bite. He was taken to the 3 Casualty Clearing Station for treatment on
Wednesday 10 February 1915, prior to being evacuated back to England on a
hospital ship three days later. After receiving treatment for the Frost Bite, Sidney
was posted to The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) regimental Depot at Canterbury,
Kent on Thursday 11 March 1915 where he remained for three days, at which
time he was transferred to the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment) at The Citadel, Western Heights, Dover, Kent. On Tuesday 6 July
1915, Sidney was posted back to serve in France with the British Expeditionary
Force as a member of the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), which
was in the 16th Brigade, 6th Division. The British objective for Friday 15
September 1916, was a line stretching between the Somme villages of
Gueudecourt, Flers, Lesboeufs, and Morval, with the XIV Corps (Guards and 6th
Division) detailed to capture the two latter locations. Sidney’'s battalion was
engaged in the major action at Morval, with the battalion moving forward from the
frontline trenches and attacked a heavily fortified enemy redoubt known as the
Quadrilateral which was located on the edge of Bouteaux Wood. It was also the
first occasion that tanks were employed, but as far as the 6th Division was
concerned their use was a failure, for of the three tanks that were allotted to the
division, two broke down before starting, and the third, moving off in accordance
with orders long before the infantry, had its periscope shot off, its peep-holes
blinded, after being literally riddled by armour piercing bullets, and had to come
back without achieving anything. To facilitate the movement of the tanks a gap of
approximately 200 yards had been left in the artillery creeping barrage.
Unfortunately the gap coincided with the strongest point of the Quadrilateral.
Adding to the problems faced by the assaulting infantry was that the artillery
barrage had passed over the German trenches by the time the infantry
advanced. The 1st Battalion was tasked with supporting both the 8th (Service)
Battalion, Bedford Regiment, that had one company bombing up the trench from
Leuze Wood, and the remainder over the open to the north against the south-
west face, and also the 2nd Battalion, York and Lancaster Regiment. The leading
formation started its advance to attack up the muddy slippery slopes at 0620
hours without any artillery support except for the already referred to
bombardment, but both of the leading battalions were soon checked by heavy
enemy machine gun fire. The 1st Battalion began its advance fifteen minutes
after the two leading battalions, but they also quickly became infladed by enemy
machine gun fire, with most being pinned down in shell holes, and suffered
substantial casualties. 6 officers and 53 other ranks were killed and an additional
190 men were wounded, their casualties being the highest of those which took
part in the attack. Under the cover of darkness during the night the battalion
withdrew to a trench running south east to the village of Guillemont.
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SHERWOOD, ALBERT WILLIAM. Rifleman, 593445.

18th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Irish Rifles).

Died Tuesday 23 April 1918.

Born Petham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Chartham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Frederick Sherwood and the late Harriet Sherwood (née Newport).

Buried Valenciennes (St. Roch) Communal Cemetery, Nord, France.

Grave Ref: V. A. 2.

Commemorated on the Chartham, Canterbury, Kent, civic war memorial, and on
page 372 of Ireland’s Memorial Records 1914-1918.

Formerly Private, 3474, 4th Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), and Rifleman, 6284, 18th (County of London) Battalion, London
Regiment (London Irish Rifles). At the time of the 1901 census, the Sherwood
family resided at Underdown, Chartham, Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house
was 43 year old Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent, native Frederick Sherwood, who
was employed as a Farm Waggoner. Albert was recorded by the census
enumerator as being a 14 year old native of Petham, Kent, and employed as an
Ordinary Agricultural Labourer. Albert was one of the two other ranks serving in
the 18th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Irish Rifles)
who died of wounds on Tuesday 23 April 1918. Valenciennes where Albert is at
rest remained in German hands from the early days of the Great War until 1-2
November 1918, when it was entered and cleared by the Canadian Corps, at
which time approximately 5,000 civilians were found in the town. In November
and December 1918, the 2nd, 57th, 4th Canadian and 32nd Casualty Clearing
Stations were posted at Valenciennes and the last of them did not leave until
October 1919. The Communal Cemetery of St. Roch was used by the Germans
in August and September 1914 and an extension was then made on the south-
east side. The Commonwealth plots were made adjoining the German: | and Il
contain the graves of October 1918 to December 1919; IllI, IV, V and part of VI
contain the graves of 348 soldiers buried originally in the German Extension and
226 whose bodies were brought from other cemeteries or from the battlefields.
The German Extension has since been removed and the Commonwealth plots
are within the enlarged Communal Cemetery. In view of the number of the plot
which contains Albert’s grave, it would appear that he was originally buried in the
German Extension, and later removed to have Valenciennes (St. Roch)
Communal Cemetery as his final resting place. The 18th (County of London)
Battalion, London Regiment (London Irish Rifles) in which Albert was serving at
the time of his death was affiliated to the Royal Irish Rifles from 1916 onwards,
though historically the London Irish Rifles had been affiliated to The Rifle
Brigade. As his Medal Index Card only shows service with the 18th (County of
London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Irish Rifles), it would seem fair to
assume that his service with 4th Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), had all been carried out whilst serving within the United Kingdom.
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TURTLE, WILLIAM JOHN FREDERICK. M.M. Serjeant, 45068.

Guards Divisional Signal Company, Royal Engineers.

Died Sunday 28 March 1920. Aged 29.

Born Bracknell, Berkshire.

Eldest son of Mabel Constance H. Turtle (née Caine) of "Belle Vue," Garlinge

Green, Petham, Canterbury, Kent, and the late William Harborow Turtle.

Buried All Saints Churchyard, Petham, Kent. Grave Ref: South-East part.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Turtle family resided at Bullbrook, Warfield,

Bracknell, Berkshire. Head of the house was 41 year old Lincoln, Lincolnshire
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native William Harborow Turtle, who was an Own Account Hairdresser. William
(junior) was serving as a Sergeant in the Royal Engineers when he was posted
to serve in France with the British Expeditionary Corps on Monday 23 August
1915. He was discharged from the army on Friday 5 April 1918, and awarded a
Silver War Badge. It would seem likely that when William had died of Phthisis it
was at the Turtle family home at "Belle Vue," Garlinge Green, as is death was
recorded in the Bridge, Canterbury, Kent, Registration District during the first
guarter of 1920. William’s late father died in 1906, and his mother died at the age
of 81 at Braintree, Essex in 1950. The Guards Divisional Signal Company, Royal
Engineers in which William had served, had been in the Guards Division from
August 1915, prior to which it had been part of the 16th (Irish) Division).
Unfortunately we have thus far been unable to find out how William won the
Military Medal, or when/if it was awarded to him, or was presented to his mother
post his death. As can be seen above, William’s headstone has the inscription
‘Come Ye Blessed Of My Father Receive The Kingdom Prepared For You.’

TWYMAN, CECIL HERBERT. Private, G/9329.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Friday 14 July 1916. Aged 22.

Born Littlebourne, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent. Resided
Garlinge Green, Petham, Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Mrs. M. Jennie Hovery of South Wootton, Petham, Canterbury, Kent.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 5 D.
Formerly Private, 1805, 4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment). The day that Cecil and two of his comrades fell at the Somme village
of Léalvillers, which is located approximately 20 miles to the north east of the
town of Amiens, Somme, France, the personnel of the 6th (Service) Battalion,
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), were tidying the battlefield of the debris of war
and burying dead soldiers. As 20 year old Private, Hugh Lording of Lydd, Kent,
and Private John Willis of Kenardington, Ashford, Kent, who were the other two
fatalities are like Cecil also commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, it might be
indicative that they were all killed together by enemy shelling. Cecil had originally
enlisted in the Territorial Force at Wingham, Canterbury, Kent on Tuesday 24
March 1914, and after being attested he served as Private, 1805, 4th (Territorial
Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). At the time of his enlistment in
the Territorial Force, Cecil stated that he was 20 years and 32 days old, and
employed in Rooking and a Farm Labourer. On Wednesday 12 August 1914,
Cecil was discharged from the Territorial Force at his own request, at which time
he had served for 138 days. Just 3 days after being discharged from the
Territorial Force he enlisted in the army for 3 years with the Colours. Whilst
serving in the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), as
Private, G/62, Cecil was discharged from the army due to “Not likely to become
an efficient soldier.” At the time of his second discharge, Cecil resided with his
mother, and his step-father, Waltham, Canterbury, Kent native George Hovery at
Bretts Cottages, Lower Hardes, Canterbury, Kent, which is also where the family
appear to have been residing at the time of the 1901 census.
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JAMES, GEOFFREY HALSTEAD.

Leading Aircraftman (Wireless Operator/Air Gunner), 751999.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

D Flight, 13 Operational Training Unit, Royal Air Force.

Died Thursday 8 April 1940. Aged 21.

Son of Alfred Henry James and Ethel Daisy James (née Halstead) of Petham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Buried St. Swithin's Churchyard, Woodbury, Exeter, Devon.

Grave Ref: Grave 22.

Commemorated on the Woodbury, Devon civic war memorial.

Geoffrey’s birth was recorded in the Barnstable, Devonshire Registration District
during the second quarter of 1919. He was a member of the four man crew of
Bristol Blenheim Mk.IV L9039, which was being flown by 22 year old Sergeant
(Pilot), Alfred Ernest Hall of Putney, London, when it took off from R.A.F.
Bicester, Oxfordshire on Thursday 8 April 1940. The Blenheim was on a
formation cross country flight with two other Blenheim aircraft, with their
designated route crossing R.A.F. Ronaldsway, on the Isle of Man, and R.A.F.
Hartland, Hartland Point, Titchberry, Devon. Blenheim L9039 left the formation in
cloud, and having banked gently it crashed into the top of Craig yr Ysfa cliffs on
Carneddau Llewelyn, 6 miles south-south-east of Bethesda, Caernarvonshire,
Wales, at approximately 1120 hours. After contact had been lost with the crew of
the Blenheim they were reported missing and a search began, but it was not until
the following day before the wrecked aircraft was found. R.A.F. Penrhos near
Pwillheli recorded the aircraft as having crashed at an altitude of 3000 feet. A
subsequent enquiry into the loss of Bristol Blenheim L9039, came to the
conclusion that the pilot had probably been dazzled by the sun as the aircraft
emerged from the overcast. All of the crew of the Blenheim were buried at
different cemeteries within the United Kingdom.
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STICKELLS, FREDERICK CHARLES FOORD. Lance Corporal, 6288922.

2nd Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).

Died Monday 3 April 1944. Aged 24.

Born Kent. Resided Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Frederick Stickells and Eliza Annie Stickells (née Foord) of Petham,
Canterbury, Kent.

Buried Mosul War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: 2. D. 1.

Commemorated on the Second World War memorial plaque which is located in
the parish church of St. Bartholomew, Waltham, Canterbury, Kent.

Frederick’s birth was recorded in the East Ashford, Kent Registration District
during the fourth quarter of 1919.

Post Second World War

LAW, DENNIS VICTOR. Corporal, 1446240.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Died Sunday 2 June 1946. Aged 24.

Born Kent.

Son of Harry Law and Maud Amelia Law (née Apps) of Petham, Canterbury,
Kent.

Buried Dely Ibrahim War Cemetery, Algeria. Grave Ref: 1. J. 1.

Dennis’ birth was recorded in the Bridge, Canterbury, Kent, Registration District
during the fourth quarter of 1921, which was possibly indicative of him being born
at the village of Petham.
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