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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

 
ALLCORN , FREDERIC PERCY. Serjeant, TR10/38169. 
98th Battalion, Training Reserve. 
Died Tuesday 4 December 1917. Aged 25. 
Born Wrotham, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of the late William Allcorn and Sarah Ann Allcorn (née Waghorn) of South 
View, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Plaxtol Churchyard, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Formerly Private, G/12310, 12th (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West 
Kent Regiment). At the time of the 1901 census, the Allcorn family resided at 
High Street, Wrotham, Kent. Head of the house was 52 year old Wrotham, Kent 
native William Allcorn, who was a Builder and an Employer. Frederick died whilst 
he was serving at Aldershot, Hampshire, and his death was recorded in the 
Farnham, Surrey Registration District during the fourth quarter of 1917. 
 
ASHBY, T. No clear trace. Arguably the best match for this casualty appears to 
be the following regular soldier who was a native of Hever, Kent native:- 
ASHBY, THOMAS. Lance Corporal, 6790. 
2nd Battalion, East Lancashire Regiment. 
Died Saturday 8 July 1916. Aged 33. 
Born Hever, Edenbridge, Kent. Enlisted East Grinstead, Sussex. Resided 
Edenbridge, Kent. 
Son of William and Barbara Ashby (née Holmes) of Hever, Edenbridge, Kent. 
Buried Warloy-Baillon Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: III. C. 7. 
Commemorated on the Edenbridge, Kent civic war memorial which is in the form 
of memorial panels located at the Edenbridge War Memorial Hospital, and on the 
Cowden, Kent civic war memorial. 
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ATTWOOD, ARTHUR WILLIAM. Private, G/24805. 
13th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. 
Died Sunday 26 August 1917. Aged 39. 
Born Newington, Sittingbourne, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Plaxtol, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Emily Attwood (née Warren) of Ivy Hatch, Sevenoaks, Kent, and of the 
late William Attwood. 
Husband of Elizabeth Emma Attwood (née Midhurst) of The Post Office, Upper 
St. John’s Hill, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panel 113, and on the Ightham, Kent civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Attwood family resided at Church Lane, 
Newington, Kent. Head of the house was 50 year old Thurnham, Kent native 
William Attwood, who was employed as a Brickfield Labourer. The then 23 year 
old Arthur was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a 
Brickmakers Labourer. Arthur was numbered amongst 4 other ranks serving in 
the 13th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment who were recorded as having 
been killed in action on Sunday 26 August 1917. Kent native George Norman 
Barrow, a veteran of the West Kent Yeomanry was one of the others who fell. 
 
BARKER , HARRY. Private, M2/148139. 
632nd Motor Transport Company, Army Service Corps. 
Died Tuesday 27 March 1917. Aged 47. 
Born Swallowfield, Reading Berkshire. Enlisted Reading Berkshire. Resided 
Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Daniel Barker and Louisa Barker of Wokingham, Berkshire.  
Husband of Edith Mary Barker (née Winn) of Elm Tree Cottage, Plaxtol, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Morogoro Cemetery, Tanzania, East Africa. Grave Ref: III. D. 12. 
At the time of the 1901 census, Harry was recorded as being an Agricultural 
labourer residing at The Roses, Dunks Green, Shipbourne, Kent. Head of house 
was Harry’s father-in-law 62 year old Plaxtol native James Winn, who was a Fruit 
farmer and an employer. The 632nd Motor Transport Company, Army Service 
Corps in which Harry was serving at the time of his death was formed on 
Wednesday 12 January 1916, and initially served with the Royal Marine Artillery 
Brigade, and was later absorbed into the 648 Motor Transport Company, Army 
Service Corps in East Africa, prior to being disbanded on Thursday 21 June 
1917. Harry’s medal index card entry, and that in/on ‘Soldiers Died in the Great 
War,’ both show Harry as having Died as opposed to having been killed in action 
or died of wounds, and when bearing in mind the war theatre that he was serving 
in at the time of his demise, it would seem likely that Harry had died of disease. 
Grave III. C. 3. at Morogoro Cemetery, Tanzania is that of 27 Captain John 
Fitzhardinge Paul Butler V.C., D.S.O. of Portfield, Chichester, Sussex, of the 2nd 
Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps, who was attached to the Gold Coast 
Regiment, West African Frontier Force when he lost his life on Tuesday 5 
September 1916. 
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BEECHING, SIDNEY FRANK. Private, G/14127. 
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Friday 7 June 1918. Aged 25. 
Born Wrotham, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of the late John and Dorcas Beeching of Dunks Green, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Buried Nine Elms British Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
Grave Ref: XI. E. 4.  
Formerly Private, G/6478, 8th Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. Sidney 
was one of only two other ranks serving in his battalion that were killed in action 
on Friday 7 June 1918. He was a brother of William George Beeching who is the 
next casualty briefly commemorated below. 
 
BEECHING, WILLIAM GEORGE. Gunner, 53615. 
368th (Hants) Battery, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died Monday 12 July 1915. 
Born Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Woolwich, Kent. 
Son of the late John and Dorcas Beeching of Dunks Green, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated at Twelve Tree Copse Cemetery, Krithia, Turkey.  
Special Memorial A. 74. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Beeching family resided at Dunks Green. 
Head of the house was John Beeching, a 53 year old native of Royal Tunbridge 
Wells who was employed as a Bricklayer. Dorcas was aged 51 and a native of 
Brenchley, Kent. John and Dorcas both died in 1915. As part of the 147th 
Brigade Royal Field Artillery, 29th Division, William’s Battery was stationed at 
Royal Leamington Spa, Warwickshire prior to traveling to the port of Avonmouth 
to sail for service at Gallipoli. Many surviving veterans of the 368th (Hants) 
Battery, Royal Field Artillery later recalled the turn out and send off by local 
civilians on Saturday 20 March 1915 whilst loading the train. From Avonmouth, 
the battery sailed aboard the 6,849 ton troopship SS Manitou to Alexandria, 
Egypt, at which time the SS Manitou was under the command of Captain John 
McMath O.B.E. During the course of the journey the artillerymen encountered 
problems of caring for their horses at sea combined with seasickness; with a 
break being taken whilst coaling at Malta. From Thursday 1 April 1915 to Sunday 
4 April 1915 a short spell was spent at Chatby Camp, Alexandria, at which time 
rumours were rife appertaining to the eventual destination of the battery. After 
sailing from Alexandria, the SS Manitou was attacked by the Turkish torpedo 
boat Demir Hissar off Lemnos on Friday 16 April 1915, the Captain of the Turkish 
torpedo boat gave a three minute warning to the SS Manitou prior to attempting 
to sink her. The little ship having been evacuated, the Turkish destroyer attacked 
but thankfully both of the torpedoes it fired passed safely under ship. Following 
the intervention by H.M.S. Reclaimer the lifeboats which had been launched 
returned to the SS Manitou. William’s Battery landed at W Beach, Helles, 
Gallipoli, on Sunday 2 May 1915, and amongst the various locations it served at 
Gully Ravine, Helles, the gun positions on Fusilier Bluff; and also the horse lines 
at the Gully Ravine sector. Because he died of wounds, unfortunately it has not 
been possible to determine when, where or how William was wounded. 
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BENNETT, ALFRED WILLIAM. Private, 26221. 
1st/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding 
Regiment).  
Died Sunday 14 April 1918. 
Born Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Tonbridge, 
Kent. 
Son of Alfred Bennett and Harriett Bennett. 
Buried Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France.  
Grave Ref: III. F. 111.  
At the time of the 1901 census the Bennet family resided at Peacock Row,   
Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 28 year old Hadlow, 
Tonbridge, Kent native Alfred Bennett (senior), who was employed as an 
Agricultural Labourer. Alfred William Bennett was recorded as being 4 years of 
age by the census enumerator, which if correct would mean that Alfred was 21 
years old at the time of his death. He was numbered amongst the 18 other ranks 
of the 1st/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding 
Regiment) that were killed in action at Bailleul on Sunday 14 April 1918 during 
the ‘Battle of the Lys.’ The night of 13/14 April had passed quietly for Alfred’s 
battalion, had also the morning of Sunday 14. Early in the afternoon all changed 
and the enemy opened up with a bombardment on Bailleul which was noted as 
being heavier than that of the previous day. German shells fell on the town and 
on positions along the Becque de la Flanche. Both “B” and “D” Companies were 
forced to evacuate their H.Q. having been shelled, and were forced to take to the 
surrounding fields. Observers reported that large numbers of enemy troops were 
moving forward about 300 yards in front of the battalion outpost line. Although 
fire was concentrated on any detectable enemy movement, it became apparent 
however that it was having only a negligible effect on deterring the assembly of 
the Germans as they prepared to attack. As nothing more could be done to deter 
the opposing force, all that the personnel of Alfred’s battalion could do was wait 
for the inevitable attack. As a precautionary measure, all available reserves of “A” 
Company were placed at the disposal of “D” Company. As Bailleul burned, at 
approximately 1600 hours the German attack commenced with a numerically 
superior force. A large enemy force attacked against the fronts held by the 
officers and other ranks of “D” Company and the 22nd Corps Reinforcement 
Battalion, with the latter being forced to give way which resulted in the enemy 
occupying a position called Stream Mill. The set back at Stream Mill seriously 
threatened the right flank of “D” Company, as heavy fighting continued along 
whole front, the battalion centre was pressed back but was soon regained 
without assistance. Regretably, during the fighting 33 year old Second Lieutenant 
John Henry Kitson from Batley, Yorkshire fell, a former Private in the London 
Regiment, John Kitson was the sole officer fatality suffered by Alfred’s battalion 
on the day that they died. Having been reinforced by two Companies of the 7th 
(Service) Battalion, Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding Regiment), eventually the 
German troops were pushed back. In addition to the fatalities suffered by Alfred’s 
battalion on the day that he fell at Bailleul, 2 officers and 51 other ranks were 
wounded, in addition to others being posted as ‘Missing.’ 
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BRIGDEN, WALTER. Private, G/43817. 
12th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. 
Died Monday 22 October 1917. Aged 25. 
Born Shipbourne, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Plaxtol, 
Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Son of Richard (Dick) Brigden and Emily Brigden (née Ham) of Dunks Green, 
Shipbourne, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panel 113. 
Formerly Private, G/6342, 8th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. At the 
time of the 1891 census, the Brigden family resided at Nether Street, 
Shipbourne, Tonbridge, Kent, at which time he was recorded by the census 
enumerator as being only a month old, and as such the Brigden family residence 
at Nether Street, Shipbourne was probably where Walter was actually born. 
Head of the house was 32 year old Wrotham, Kent native Richard Brigden, who 
was employed as a Farm Labourer. In an extract from the Headmistress’ log for 
Shipbourne Infant School dated Thursday 30 April 1891, the Headmistress Mrs. 
Amy Maude Cope wrote; “Scholars names entered in new Attendance Registers. 
The Brigden family removed beyond Plaxtol (Broadfields) and gone to Plaxtol 
School. Two Hawkins’ children admitted. No. of pupils on books 105. Annual 
Average 85.9.” As Brett Jeffery commented when supplying this information for 
inclusion here, this log makes fascinating reading, describing how parents would 
remove the children from school for hop-picking and other seasonal duties on the 
land. This was an agricultural community, and coping with the work on the land 
took priority over education. This extract tells us that the Brigden’s moved from 
Shipbourne in April 1891, moving to Broadfields, near Roughway a mile or so 
east of Plaxtol. When Walter was only 3 years old, his youngest sister, Emily 
Gertrude Brigden, was born on Monday 7 May 1894. His mother Emily suffered 
complications and bleeding following the birth, and died on Saturday 12 May 
1894; aged only 34. She died of Parturition Syncope (5th day), bleeding to death 
during childbirth, and Walter’s older brother Jack ran for four miles trying to find a 
Doctor who could help her. The baby was brought up in Brixton, Lambeth, South 
London, by her uncle John Brigden and his wife Selina, where she was raised as 
their own child. This arrangement was most likely because Richard Brigden could 
not raise a young family on his own, work to provide a meagre income, and also 
care for a newborn baby. It may be that Jack and Selina also wanted a sister for 
their only child, Madeleine. Walter’s older brother Harry Brigden joined the 
Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) as a regular soldier in 1908, and in 
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1909 was posted to India and served on the Northwest Frontier. His older brother 
Tom also served in the same regiment during the Great War, as did his brother-
in-law Henry Brown, husband of his older sister Louisa – all lived within yards of 
each other in Dunks Green. The 12th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment in 
which Walter served was part of the 54th Brigade, 18th (Eastern) Division, and 
he fell during the fighting at the Belgium village of Poelcapelle (now spelt 
Poelkapelle). The village is located approximately five miles north-east of the 
town of Ieper (formerly spelt Ypres). During the Great War the whole village was 
a strongly fortified German position which the British struggled to take during the 
‘Third Battle of Ypres.’ Although the line ran through the outskirts of the village for 
some time, it was not until the day that Walter fell that the village was finally 
taken by the soldiers of the 10th (Service) Battalion, Essex Regiment and the 8th 
(Service) Battalion, Norfolk Regiment, which were part of 53rd Brigade, 18th 
(Eastern) Division. The operation to take Poelcappelle on Monday 22 October 
1917 had included the use of what was known as a "Chinese attack," when 
dummy figures were raised above the trenches to fool the Germans as to where 
the attack would actually take place, and which was a huge success. Following 
48 hours of unremitting shelling, at 0525hours on Monday 22 October 1917 the 
attack commenced. With their ranks thinned the soldiers of the Essex Regiment 
and Norfolk Regiment reached a headquarters on the Langemarck Road, a few 
hundred yards to the west of the church, and close to the ruins of the first house 
in Poelcappelle. A former pill-box had been converted for use as an office, mess, 
telephone exchange, and casualty clearing station. It was noted that the carnage 
which was the result of shelling that the men saw affected even hardened 
veterans. In stark contrast to the morning, the afternoon was quite until about 
1700 hours at which time there was significant enemy activity at Noble’s Farm a 
little was to the north east of the heart of Poelcappelle. Water lay between the 
Germans and the Essex men who bided their time until the German infantrymen 
were well within range before firing, with their Lewis guns inflicting a significant 
number of casualties prior to the enemy being stopped 70 yards short of them. 
Doubtless it was due to their leading positions during the assault on Poelcappelle 
that the 10th (Service) Battalion, Essex Regiment suffered about 50 other ranks 
deaths, and the  8th (Service) Battalion, Norfolk Regiment about 70. Walter was 
numbered amongst the 9 other ranks serving in the 12th (Service) Battalion, 
Middlesex Regiment that fell on Monday 22 October 1917, of which 3 were 
natives of Kent. Because Walter’s body was either never found or positively 
unidentified is the reason why he is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial at 
Zonnebeke, but it is quite feasible that he is actually at rest at Poelcapelle British 
Cemetery, which was made after the Armistice when graves were brought in 
from the surrounding battlefields and a number of smaller cemeteries. There are 
now 7,478 Commonwealth servicemen of the Great War buried or 
commemorated in Peolcappelle British Cemetery. 6,231 of the burials are 
unidentified but special memorials commemorate 8 casualties known or believed 
to be buried among them. Other special memorials commemorate 24 servicemen 
buried by the Germans in other burial grounds in the area whose graves could 
not be located. A large number of the burials at the cemetery are casualties that 
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died during the last half of 1917. Following his death, Walter was originally 
posted as ‘Missing,’ but later the Army Council made the decision that for official 
purposes it was to be assumed that he had died on or after 22 October 1917. 
Walter fell only three weeks after his sisters husband Henry Brown, was killed in 
action on Thursday 4 October 1917 serving in the 1st Battalion, Queen's Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment). Henry Brown is the next casualty briefly 
commemorated below.  
 

  
Photograph above courtesy of Brett Jeffery. 
BROWN, HENRY. Private, G/4891. 
1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Thursday 4 October 1917. Aged 38. 
Born Rotherfield, Crowborough, Sussex. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. (Please see 
below) Resided Dunks Green, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Son of Louisa Elizabeth Brown (née Sheppard), and the late George Brown. 
Husband of Louisa Elizabeth Clapson (formerly Brown), (née Brigden) of Dunks 
Green, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panel 106, as shown above. 
Henry was born on Monday 23 July 1883 at Hourne Farm, Rotherfield, 
Crowborough, Sussex. Comprehensive information kindly provided by Brett 
Jeffery for inclusion her revealed that Henry’s father George, had died sometime 
between 1893-1897, probably in 1895, leaving his widow Louisa, with two young 
boys and a baby. If the death was that of a George Brown aged 37, which 
occurred on Wednesday 15 May 1895 due to Tuberculosis, then the family was 
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living at Haysden, Tonbridge, Kent at the time. On Saturday 20 November 1897, 
aged 40, Harry’s mother Louisa married 42 year old widower William Clapson, 
who worked as a Wheelwright. They married at St. Stephens Church, Waterloo 
Road, Tonbridge, Kent. At that time they both lived at Castle View Terrace, 
Woodspring Road, Tonbridge. It’s not known if George (16) was still living with 
her at this time, but younger brothers Harry (14) and Leonard (4) probably did. By 
1901 his mother and stepfather lived a few miles away at Pitts Wood, between 
Hadlow, Plaxtol, and Tonbridge, Kent. At the time of the 1901 census, Harry and 
his elder brother George who were both employed as Agricultural Labourers 
were probably residing as lodgers together in Red Lion Square, Plaxtol, with 
Matilda Gardner, a 64 year old widow. On Friday 16 December 1904, his older 
brother George Brown attested and enlisted in the Royal Sussex Regiment at 
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. In November 1905 he was posted to the North 
West Frontier at Rawalpindi, India, where he served for almost 8 years, returning 
home in November 1912. On Wednesday 26 December 1906 (Boxing Day), 
Henry then aged 23 and employed as a Labourer, married 26 year old Miss 
Louisa Elizabeth Brigden at the parish church of St. Jude’s, Brixton, Lambeth, 
London, SE24. At the time of their marriage Henry and Louisa were both residing 
at 199, Shakespeare Road, Brixton, London SE24. When he married, Henry 
overstated his age by four years to 27 (one year older than Louisa), perhaps for 
the sake of propitiate their parents? On Saturday 4 August 1906, Louisa had 
given birth to a son at Dunks Green, Henry Brown Brigden (Harry), undoubtedly 
fathered by Henry. By April 1912 Henry and Louisa Brown are believed to have 
been living in ’Wellington House,’ an old alehouse opposite the Post Office in the 
centre of Dunks Green, Plaxtol. Wellington house had been half a butchers shop, 
and half a beerhouse called the Globe. Henry (senior) enlisted in the army ‘For 
the Duration of the War,’ on Thursday 10 December 1914 during a travelling 
recruitment drive, and enlisted in a barn near the ‘Rifleman’ public house at 
Dunks Green. Following his enlistment, Henry was attested at Maidstone, Kent 
the following day for service in the Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). At 
the time of enlisting in the army Henry apparently stated that he was 35 years 
and 140 days old and employed as a Labourer. Brett Jeffery quite correctly 
pointed out that at the time of his great grandfather enlisting he was in fact not 35 
years and 140 days old, 31 years and 140 days old, and Brett wondered if in fact 
the error was due to perhaps the recruiting Sergeant miscalculated his age when 
given his date of birth? On Tuesday 15 December 1914, Henry joined the 3rd 
(Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) at the regimental 
depot at Maidstone, Kent, to commence his basic training. Two weeks later, on 
New Years Day 1915, his brother George aged 37 was killed in action, at which 
time his mother resided at 41, Bedford Road, Southborough, Royal Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent. George is commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-
Vlaanderen, Belgium. Henry and Louisa’s fourth child, Walter Thomas French 
Brown, was born on Tuesday 23 March 1915, which was the day before Henry 
was posted to serve in France. Possibly Walter was given the Christian name 
French due to the fact that his father was posted the day after his birth, or it might 
be the case that like countless British children born during the Great War years 
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who were given the names of high ranking military figures, or named after 
battles, French might have been in respect of the first commander of the British 
Expeditionary Force, Kent native John French, who later became Field Marshall, 
The Viscount French 1st Earl of Ypres, K.P., G.C.B., O.M., G.C.V.O., K.C.M.G., 
A.D.C., P.C. Henry had been on the Western Front only three weeks before he 
was wounded, suffering a gunshot wound to his left leg on Thursday 15 April 
1915, during the assault on Hill 60 south of Zillebeke, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
He was repatriated back to England for treatment on Monday 19 April 1915, and 
placed back on the roll of the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion. Henry remained on ‘Home 
Duty’ for just over 7 months, until he was posted back to his old battalion on 
Wednesday 8 March 1916, destined never to return. His son Jack Brown 
remembered when he was 8 years old, going over to the village shop in Dunks 
Green to get some fruit, so that his mother Louisa could bake a cake for Henry to 
take back to France with him. The family photo with Henry in uniform at the end 
of this commemoration was taken just prior to Henry’s return to serve with the 
British Expeditionary Force, and sadly it was the last time that he was to see his 
family. Henry is numbered amongst at least 105 other ranks in his battalion who 
died on Thursday 4 October 1917, most of the deaths were whilst the battalion 
took part in the Battle of Broodseinde which was the last of three successful ‘bite 
and hold’ battles launched by General Sir Herbert “Daddy” Plumer during the 
middle phase of the Third Battle of Ypres. Henry’s battalion commanded by 
Colonel Bede Johnstone who was later awarded the D.S.O., had had three 
weeks of rest and training at Berlencourt. A fresh draft of nearly 250 men had 
brought the battalion strength up to more than 800. The battalion had moved on 
Tuesday 25 September, detraining at Wizernes and marching to a camp in the 
Brandhoek area. Here the ‘battle surplus’ remained behind, having been 
separated from those detailed for the coming attack. But it was the battle surplus 
who suffered the first casualties, 2 other ranks were killed and 20 wounded, as 
were 4 officers, when the camp was bombed by German aeroplanes on the night 
of 27 Thursday September. Meanwhile the main body moved up to ‘Goldfish 
Chateau’ in unison with the 2nd Battalion, King’s Own Scottish Borderers as 
reserves for an attack on the high ground to the east of Wieltje crossroads. As 
this attack achieved complete success, the battalion then returned to Brandhoek 
and then on to Berthen. Three nights later on Sunday 30 September, the 
battalion was heavily bombed as it was leaving Berthen for Ridge Wood, but 
fortunately it suffered only a single casualty. From here the battalion moved 
forward, and on the night of Tuesday 2 October, although delayed by heavy 
enemy shelling, it took over the frontage southeast of Veldhoek, with the Menin 
Road situated on its right. The battalion suffered continual attacks at this position, 
and suffered heavy casualties over the following days. It is fairly certain that 
Henry either fell during the attacks which had been launched by the enemy that 
had started between 0500 and 0600 hours, and was possibly serving in “C” 
Company which had suffered the most early casualties, or “B” Company which 
had the highest casualty returns resultant of enemy shelling. Henry was originally 
posted as ‘Missing,’ but later the Army Council made the decision that for official 
purposes it was to be assumed that he had died on or after 4 October 1917. 
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February 1916, Brown family, Dunks Green, Kent. 

    
            Henry Brown (36) 

Louisa Elizabeth Brown (nee Brigden) (35)                  Emily Gertrude Brigden (19) 

 
 
 
                Henry ‘Harry’ Brown Brigden (9)                 John ‘Jack’ William Brown (7  
 
      
    Walter Thomas French Brown (Walt)(10 months)        Edith Maud Brown (3)    
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CAZALET , EDWARD, Second Lieutenant. 
3rd Company, 1st Battalion, Welsh Guards. 
Died Sunday 10 September 1916. Aged 22. 
Born London Sunday 13 May 1894.  
Eldest son of William Marshall Cazalet, D.L., J.P. and Mrs. Maud Lucia Heron 
Cazalet (née Heron-Maxwell) of Fairlawne, Plaxtol, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Buried Citadel New Military Cemetery, Fricourt, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: II. A. 4. 
Also commemorated on the Shipbourne, Tonbridge, Kent civic war memorial, 
and on a memorial plaque in the parish church of St. Giles, Shipbourne, 
Tonbridge, Kent, as shown above. 
Formerly Second Lieutenant, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Edward was 
christened at Shipbourne, Tonbridge, Kent on 22 July 1894. At the time of the 
1901 census, the Cazalet family resided at Fairlawne House, Plaxtol, Tonbridge, 
Kent. Head of the house was Russian born British Subject 35 year old William 
Marshall Cazalet, D.L., J.P., who was Justice of the Peace for Kent. Edward was 
transferred to the Welsh Guards on 17 February 1916, and served with the 
British Expeditionary Force from Saturday 15 July 1916 until his death at Ginchy, 
Somme, France when he was killed by a German shell. Victor Alexander 
Cazalet, M.C., who was Edward’s younger brother served as a Captain in the 1st  
Life Guards during the Great War, and later he became the M.P. for Cheltenham.  
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CLOUGH, HUGH FRANCIS. Lieutenant. 
4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Wednesday 14 March 1917. Aged 29. 
Born Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.  
Son of Hugh Caesar Butler Clough (1844 – 1933) and Constance Annie Clough 
(née Morton) (1849 – 1931) of Kingston, Parkstone, Dorset. 
Commemorated on the Basra Memorial, Iraq. Panel 29, and on the Woodham, 
Addlestone, Surrey, civic war memorial. 
Formerly Lieutenant, 7th Divisional Signal Company. At the time of the 1901 
census, the Clough family was residing at 13, Bardwell Road, Oxford, 
Oxfordshire. Head of the house was 57 year old Braunston, Northamptonshire 
native Hugh Caesar Butler Clough, who was living on own means. Hugh (junior) 
was posted to Mesopotamia in December 1915. At the time of Hugh’s death near 
Baghdad, his parents resided at Reed House, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. On 
Sunday 26 October 1919, Hugh’s mother submitted a formal application to be 
provided with his 1915 Star. 
 
DEERING, GEORGE HENRY. Private, 10491. 
5th (Service) Battalion, Royal Berkshire Regiment. 
Died Thursday 13 January 1916. Aged 21. 
Born and resided Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Reading, Berkshire. 
Son of John William Deering and Emma Maria Deering (née Browning) of 1, 
Church Row, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Guards Cemetery, Windy Corner, Cuinchy, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: III. B. 12. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Deering family resided at 1, Church Row, 
Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 44 year old Seal, Sevenoaks, 
Kent native John William Deering, who was employed as a General Labourer. 
Whilst he was serving in the 5th (Service) Battalion, Royal Berkshire Regiment at 
Malplaquet Barracks, Aldershot, Hampshire, George was posted to France on 
Sunday 30 May 1915 for service with the British Expeditionary Force. At 0725 
and 0750 George’s battalion commanded by Second Boer War hero Lieutenant-
Colonel Frank Wigram Foley, D.S.O., (1865-1949), left Aldershot railway station 
in two trains bound for Folkestone, Kent. From Folkestone the battalion sailed to 
the French port of Boulogne where it arrived early the following morning. The 
battalion war diary entry for George’s battalion on Thursday 13 January 1916, at 
which time it was in trenches around Givenchy and Le Plantin reads: - “Quiet 
day. R.E again busy on Hd Qrs. Our Relief by Norfolks began at 6.30pm and 
finished at 11.45pm. It was a triangular Move, Essex Regt relieved Suffolk on 
Right of Brigade, Suffolk relieved Norfolk Regt in Village Line and Norfolks 
relieved us on Left of Line. Last Company arrived at Le Quesnoy 12.30am 14th. 
Battalion in Reserve. 2 Killed, 7 wounded.” The history of the 12th (Eastern) 
Division to which George’s battalion belonged records that “Beyond artillery and 
trench fire, the early part of January was quiet. The Germans blew a negligible 
mine on the 13th.” George was a cousin of James Deering who is the next 
casualty briefly commemorated below. 
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DEERING, JAMES. Private, 201811. 
2nd/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Norfolk Regiment. 
Died Thursday 11 October 1917.  
Born Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Plaxtol, 
Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Son of Harriett E. Deering. 
Buried Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent Churchyard. 
Formerly Private, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
When James enlisted in the army on Thursday 13 January 1916 he stated that 
he was 30 years and 10 months old, and employed by the General Post Office as 
a Postman. An orphan, James said that his next of kin was Miss Susanna 
Deering of 5, Church Row, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent, with whom he resided. 
James was attested to serve in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on Friday 17 
March 1916, and transferred to the Norfolk Regiment on Saturday 15 April 1916 
He died at the 3rd Northern General Hospital, Leeds, Yorkshire, at 1730 hours on 
Thursday 11 October 1917, the cause of James’s death was recorded as being 
“Infected Dermoid Cyst, Septicemia leading to exhaustion.” It would appear likely 
that James had resided with his aunt for a long time, as at the time of the 1901 
census they both resided at Tree Road, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Seal, 
Sevenoaks, Kent native 45 year old Miss Susanna Deering was recorded by the 
census enumerator as being the Head of the house, and was an own account 
Fruit Grower employing her 16 year old  nephew James Deering. Prior to residing 
with his aunt, James and his mother Harriett, who was a native of Yalding, 
Maidstone, Kent, resided at The Tree, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent, where at the 
time of the 1891 census, the head of the house was James’s grandfather, 65 
year widower George Deering who was a native of Sevenoaks, Kent, and was 
employed as an Agricultural Labourer. 
 
DICKS, J. No clear trace. The best match for this casualty is arguably a soldier 
who ‘Soldiers Died in the Great War’ records as being a native of Dunks Green, 
Norfolk. Possibly the Dunks Green recorded might be that to the south of Plaxtol, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. It might also be of significance that his place of enlistment as 
recorded in/on ‘Soldiers Died in the Great War’ is Maidstone, Kent. 
DICKS, JOHN HENRY. Private, 31072. 
1st Battalion, East Surrey Regiment. 
Died Tuesday 8 May 1917. Aged 34. 
Born Lakenheath, Suffolk. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Dunks Green, 
Norfolk? 
Son of William Dicks and Susan Dicks of Beeton's Cottage, Heacham, King’s 
Lynn, Norfolk. 
Husband of Mabel Ada Dicks (née Rolph) of Redvers Cottage, Heacham, King’s 
Lynn, Norfolk.  
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, Arras, 
Pas de Calais, France. Bay 6. 
On the off chance that the above casualty had the surname DIX, the transcriber 
of these brief commemorations checked for same, but resulted in no clear match. 
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FAWCETT, HENRY GEORGE WILLIAM. Private, L/9777. 
2nd Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Monday 25 September 1916. Aged 23. 
Born Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. Helena M. Levett (formerly Fawcett), (née Miles) of Spout, Plaxtol, 
Sevenoaks, Kent, and of the late George Fawcett.  
Commemorated on the Basra Memorial, Iraq. Panel 29. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Fawcett family resided at Allens Cottages, 
Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 27 year old Wrotham, Kent 
native George Fawcett, who was employed as a Stone Quarryman. Prior to 
enlisting in the army as a regular soldier in the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment) for 7 years with the Colours and 5 years in the Reserve on Thursday 4 
January 1912, and successfully passed the requisite army medical examination 
at Maidstone, Kent, the following day. At the time of his enlistment in the army, 
Henry stated that he was 18 years and 6 months old, and that he was employed 
as a Farm Labourer. Henry who was known as Harry had been employed as 
Waggoner’s Mate by Mr. H.G. Champion of Champion Brothers Farmers at 
Bucks Farm, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent, and had also been employed by Mr. 
Charles Lionel Fox who lived at Puttenham Manor, Shipbourne, Tonbridge, Kent, 
and was the Land Agent and Bailiff to the Manor of Shipbourne, Fairlawn Estate, 
Shipbourne, Kent, which was owned by Mr. William Marshall Cazalet, one of 
whose four sons (Edward) is also commemorated on the Plaxtol civic war 
memorial. Mr. M. A. Hyder of Dunks Green, Tonbridge, Kent, who provided a 
reference to the army on Henry’s behalf, added a comment that he thought that 
due to the overcrowding at home, Henry would probably benefit from army life. 
Following his initial training, Henry was posted to the 1st Battalion, Queen’s Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment) on Wednesday 17 April 1912, and had attained his 
Army 3rd Class Education Certificate on Thursday 27 February 1913. Later 
Henry also completed and passed a course on Transport Duties. On Wednesday 
22 October 1913 he was posted to the 2nd Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West 
Kent Regiment), and served with the battalion in India prior to the 
commencement of the Great War. From Monday 1 February 1915 Henry served 
with his battalion in the Indian Expeditionary Force. He had been amongst the 
members of the 2nd Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), that 
were captured by Ottoman forces at the fall of Kut-al-Amara, and he is known to 
have died whilst in Turkish captivity between Saturday 29 April 1916 and Monday 
25 September 1916. For official purposes the Army Council decided that Henry 
had died whilst he was a prisoner of war of the Ottoman forces at some time 
between the two dates as shown above, and subsequently the latter date was 
recorded as his date of death, and entered as such by the then Imperial War 
Graves Commission. Henry’s mother having remarried had later resided at 11, 
Spencers Cottages, Station Road, Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent, which is 
where some of the subsequent later dated official correspondence appertaining 
to the death of her late son was sent to her. 
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FIELDER, C. Appears to be in remembrance of the following casualty:- 
FIELDER, EDWARD CECIL. Lance Corporal, 242012. 
2nd/6th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment. 
Died Wednesday 19 July 1916. Aged 19. 
Born Plaxtol, Kent. Enlisted Hastings, Sussex. Resided Bolebroke, Hartfield, 
Sussex. 
Son of William and Ann Fielder of Perry Hill, Hartfield, Sussex.  
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 22, and on 
the Hartfield, Sussex civic war memorial. 
Formerly Private, 2253, Royal Sussex Regiment. Edward’s medal index card 
entry only records service with the Royal Warwickshire Regiment, and as such it 
would be indicative of him having been transferred to serve in the regiment prior 
to being posted to France. At the time of the 1901 census, the Fielder family 
resided at Old Soar Cottages, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 
33 year old Ightam, Sevenoaks, Kent native William Fielder, who was employed 
as an Agricultural Worker. It was noted by the transcriber of these brief 
commemorations that in addition to having been commemorated on the Plaxtol 
civic war memorial as C. Fielder, Edward is also commemorated in the same 
form on the Hartfield, Sussex civic war memorial, which mean that he was known 
by all and sundry as Cecil as opposed to Edward. He was one of the brothers of 
Frederick Fielder who is the next casualty briefly commemorated below. 
 
FIELDER, FREDERICK STEPHEN. Lance Corporal, 20999. 
2nd Battalion, Border Regiment. 
Died Tuesday 27 June 1916.  
Born Plaxtol, Kent. Enlisted Battersea, Surrey. Resided Hartfield, Sussex. 
Son of William and Ann Fielder of Perry Hill, Hartfield, Sussex.  
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 6 A 
and 7 C, and on the Hartfield, Sussex civic war memorial. 
Formerly Private, 13243, Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment. On the 1901 
census entry mentioned at Edward Fielder’s brief commemoration, Frederick is 
recorded as being 9 years of age. Prior to enlisting in the army for the ‘Duration 
of the War,’ on 1 September 1914 Frederick was employed as a Porter. Initially 
Frederick served in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment, and 
following his basic training etcetera he was posted to the 1st Battalion, 
Bedfordshire Regiment in France on Thursday 11 March 1915. Frederick was 
serving in the latter battalion when he suffered a gunshot wound to his hand in 
April 1915, which was probably the reason why he was evacuated from France 
on Sunday 25 April 1915, and arrived back in England the following day. On 
Thursday 9 November 1915 Frederick was transferred from the 1st Battalion, 
Bedfordshire Regiment to serve in the 2nd Battalion, Border Regiment, in which 
he then remained until his death. On Friday 31 December 1915 Frederick 
returned to France. Whilst he was serving in France, on Tuesday 29 February 
1916 Frederick was appointed to an (unpaid) Lance Corporal. Frederick was one 
of only two other ranks serving in his battalion that fell on Tuesday 27 June 1916 
at a time when his battalion had been in shelters in the Bois des Tailles. 
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GARDENER, G. Best match appears to be the following local Plaxtol casualty, 
who unfortunately appears to have been commemorated on the Plaxtol civic war 
memorial with his surname spelt incorrectly, he being:- 
GARDNER, GEORGE. Private, G/508. 
"A" Company, 9th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Died Thursday 31 August 1916. Aged 27. 
Born Dunks Green, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Chichester, Sussex. 
Son of the late George Gardner and Mary J. Gardner 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 7 C. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Gardner family resided at Peacock Row, 
Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 58 year old East Peckham, 
Kent native George Gardner (senior), who was employed as a Bricklayers 
Labourer. George enlisted in the army for 3 years with the Colours on Tuesday 1 
September 1914, at which time he stated that he was 24 years and 8 months old, 
and employed as a Farm Labourer. Having been attested to serve in the 9th 
(Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment, George was transferred to serve in 
the 10th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment on Tuesday 20 July 1915. 
On Tuesday 25 January 1916 he was posted back to the 9th (Service) Battalion, 
Royal Sussex Regiment, in which George then remained until he was killed in 
action on Thursday 31 August 1916. George was numbered amongst the 29 
other ranks fatalities which were suffered by his battalion on the day that he fell. 
Located in Delville Wood, Longueval on the Somme, the Germans commenced 
their attack on George’s battalion at 1400 hours, and during the engagement "A" 
Company in which George was serving, and “D” Company successfully managed 
to hold the line beyond the Longueval-Flers Road.  
 
GOLDING, CLEMENT TAYLOR. Rifleman, 303108. 
1st/5th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade). 
Died Thursday 16 August 1917. Aged 31. 
Born Plaxtol, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Son of Thomas Golding and Sally Golding of Tree House, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 52. 
Formerly Rifleman, 5071, 1st/5th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment 
(London Rifle Brigade). When the 1891 census was taken, the Golding family 
resided at Tree House, The Street, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house 
was 42 year old Wrotham, Kent native Thomas Golding, who was a Farmer and 
an employer. It would seem likely that Tree House, The Street, Plaxtol, was the 
actual location of Clements birth. At the time of the 1911 census, Clement was 
recorded as being a Brewers Assistant and a visitor at the Benedictine Abbey, 
Caldy and St. Margarets, Tenby, Pembrokeshire, South Wales. Clement trained 
in the Artists Rifles, and on the completion of his officer training course he was 
gazetted to serve as a Second Lieutenant in the 1st/6th (Cyclist) Battalion, 
(Territorial Force), Suffolk Regiment, but subsequently resigned his commission. 
Based on the information on his Medal Index Card entry it would appear that 
Clement on rejoining the ranks, had initially served as Sapper, 5071, Royal 
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Engineers, prior to being transferred to serve as a Rifleman in the London 
Regiment. Clement was killed in action at Glencorse Wood to the east of Ypres, 
West-Vlaanderen, Belgium during the ‘Battle of Langemarck’ which was fought 
as part of the ‘Third Battle of Ypres,’ and the following was extracted from the 
book by ex Private, 302781, William H.A. Groom called ‘Poor Bloody Infantry - a 
memoir of the First World War,’ part of which records (from memory) 16 August 
1917 appertaining to the 1st/5th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment 
(London Rifle Brigade), in which William Groom and Clement Taylor were both 
serving at the time:- “Then we were off at a slow walk, picking our way over the 
churned up earth. The ground made it impossible to continue in line and soon we 
were filing our way over obstacles and flooded shell holes. I remember jumping 
over a narrow trench filled to the brim with dead Germans and thinking just at 
that moment that they were tidier than us as they collected theirs. After 
hammering the front positions for a scheduled number of minutes according to 
the width of No Man's Land, a creeping barrage lifts at about twenty to thirty 
yards a minute, depending on the nature of the terrain and the first wave of 
attackers must be close enough to the barrage so that the Germans who must 
take cover from the devastating shell fire have no time to reorganise. Inevitably 
the front waves of advancing troops have quite a number of casualties from their 
own shells. Today the barrage seems to lift quite slowly which was just as well 
because it was impossible to move quickly and hawky bits seemed to be 
sploshing into the marshy ground all around, but none hit me. The German 
counter-barrage started almost immediately with ours and we learned afterwards 
that this quick reply was due to the fact that the whole plan of our attack had 
been betrayed. Further on, I remember a group with an officer firing at the distant 
advancing Germans over tree trunks, the officer was waving his revolver and 
saying in the old heroic tradition that he would shoot the next man who fell back. 
We took no notice - it was damned silly - there wasn't a hope in hell of holding an 
isolated position in that wood with an attack on our right and no support on our 
left. The attack on Glencorse and Polygon woods had been a complete failure. 
The counter attack of the Germans had been mounted so quickly that it was 
unbelievable, but we did not know then that the Germans knew beforehand the 
full plan of the attack. Following the withdrawal William Groom's account 
continues (Walker, the Major mentioned below, will not be his real name as 
William had stated in an earlier chapter, My Original notes on events did not 
include the name of individuals and as after lapse of time some names cannot be 
remembered, all the names have been altered. Later in the day we were paraded 
to hear a pep talk from Major Walker, the second in command, as our Colonel 
had been wounded. We had the usual blah-blah about doing it again if called 
upon and the surprising information that our lack of success was primarily due to 
the fact that a sergeant of the Welsh Fusiliers employed as a clerk at G.H.Q. had 
been returned to the line for disciplinary purposes and had deserted to the 
Germans, taking with him the plan of the attack. At first we thought it was just a 
yarn to excuse or costly defeat but then we remembered the shells that dropped 
amongst us, and slaughtered the reserves behind us, at the very moment our 
barrage opened. This counter-barrage was too quick and the counter attack from 
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the right flank of Glencorse Wood was also remarkably quick. Also I remembered 
that there was no one moving on our left when we were on the edge of the wood 
and shells and machine guns must have stopped that attack.” Fifty years later the 
Daily Telegraph printed a letter from G.E. Mackenzie, Minister of Kirkhope, late of 
the 153rd Brigade Royal Horse Artillery, an extract of which is as follows:- “But 
that day something inexplicable happened. Within one minute of zero hour and 
the opening of our barrage it was replied to by artillery on the entire enemy front 
facing us. Our infantry were simply mown down by shellfire. The reason for this 
unparalleled readiness on the part of the Germans was only revealed when forty 
eight hours later I reported back to the battery. There I was shown a report 
captured from a German dugout in the front line which had been translated and 
circulated by our G.H.Q. The night before, (August 15th) a Sergeant of the Welsh 
Fusiliers who had been employed as a clerk at G.H.Q. and had been returned to 
the line for disciplinary purposes had treacherously deserted to the enemy taking 
with him not only information of tomorrow's attack, but also a copy of the map on 
which was indicated the position of every battery on that section of the British 
front. However, apart from that, I doubt very much whether the attack would have 
succeeded. The objective, an advance of over a mile, was much too far away to 
cope with the devastating pill box defence and the new tactic of immediate 
counter attack. Lessons were learnt which were put into practice on September 
20th when the woods were captured and when there was much more intensive 
artillery preparation on a shorter front and with the first objective only half a mile 
away instead of over a mile.” Clement was numbered amongst approximately 80 
other ranks that died on Thursday 16 August 1917 whilst serving in his battalion. 
Because Clement’s body was recovered, he was initially posted as ‘Missing,’ but 
the Army Council later made the decision that for official purposes it could be 
assumed that he had died on or after 16 August 1917. 
 
GOLDING, HAROLD WILLIAM. Captain.   
Army Service Corps, attached to the 8th (Service) Battalion, Somerset Light 
Infantry. 
Died Thursday 31 October 1918. Aged 26. 
Born Wrotham, Kent. 
Son of Edward Cecil Golding and Gertrude May Golding (née Langridge) of 
“Bindeaves,” Tonbridge, Kent. 
Buried Romeries Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France.  
Grave Ref: IX. A. 12.  
Formerly Private, 1522, 28th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment, 
Artists Rifles. At the time of the 1901 census, the Golding family resided at Ducks 
Farm, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old Wrotham, 
Kent native Edward Cecil Golding, who was a Farmer and an employer. Harold 
was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Army Service Corps from the 
Artists Rifles on Tuesday 10 November 1914, and was posted to serve in France 
with the A.S.C. as part of the British Expeditionary Force on Saturday 11 
September 1915. Prior to his death Harold had been Mentioned in Despatches.  
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GOODSELL, HAROLD GEORGE. Lance Corporal, G/4972. 
“C” Company, 1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Sunday 30 July 1916. Aged 25. 
Born Ewhurst, Sussex. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, 
Kent. 
Son of George Goodsell of Stourton Lodge Cottages, Ewhurst, Sussex. 
Husband of Mrs. Sarah Jane Lancaster (formerly Goodsell), (née Jarman) of 
Beach Cottage, Northiam, Rye, Sussex. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C.  
Harold married Miss Sarah Jane Jarman at the parish church of St. George, 
Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent on Saturday 11 November 1911. He enlisted in the 
army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on Saturday 12 December 1914, at which time 
he stated that he was 23 years and 320 days old, employed as a Labourer, and 
that he resided at Longmill Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Having been attested at 
Maidstone, Kent on Wednesday 16 December 1914 for service in the Queen’s 
Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), Harold initially served in the 3rd (Reserve) 
Battalion of his regiment, and was later transferred to the 1st Battalion, Queen’s 
Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) in which he then remained until his death. On 
23 April 1915, Harold was posted to serve in France with his battalion as part of 
the British Expeditionary Force, and the following day he arrived at the 5 Infantry 
Base Depot. On Sunday 23 July 1916 only a week prior to being killed in action, 
Harold was appointed to a (paid) Lance Corporal. Following his death, Harold 
was initially posted as ‘Missing’, but the Army Council later decided that for 
official purposes it was to be assumed that he had died on or after 30 July 1916. 
N.B. It would seem likely that Harold and another Plaxtol casualty Frederick 
Rolfe, who is also commemorated below, were friends that had possibly enlisted 
together. In addition to the similarity of their respective regimental numbers, it 
can be seen that their places of birth, enlistment and residency also match. 
 
HARRIS, A.S. No clear matching trace of this casualty as he or she has been 
commemorated on the Plaxtol civic war memorial. 
 
HODGES, GEORGE ALBERT. Stoker 2nd Class, K/49505. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Bacchante. 
Died Wednesday 19 February 1919. Aged 19. 
Born Tonbridge, Kent 24 November 1899. 
Son of George Hodges and Jane Hodges (née Peacock) of Dux Cottages, 
Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Buried Plaxtol Churchyard, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Grave Ref: North Side of Churchyard. 
George is recorded as having died of an illness whilst serving as a member of 
the crew of the 12,000 ton Cressy class armoured cruiser H.M.S. Bacchante. 
Although George’s death certificate, or any other supporting proof has not been 
sighted by the transcriber of these brief commemorations, there is (tenuous) 
evidence indicating that George died at the Royal Naval Hospital, Chatham, 
Kent. His death occurred during the world wide Influenza pandemic which lasted 
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from approximately July 1918 to April 1919, which reached a major peak in the 
United Kingdom between September 1918 and January 1919. During the 
duration of the pandemic, more lives were lost due to same than those who were 
the result of military actions during the Great War. As a not insignificant number 
of the deaths which occurred at the Royal Naval Hospital, Chatham during the 
months of the above pandemic were due to Influenza, it would seem likely that 
the so called ‘Spanish Flu’ was the cause of George’s demise. 
 
HOOK, E. C. No clear trace.  
Purely supposition on the part of the transcriber of these brief commemorations, 
but it was noticed that at the time of the 1901 census, a 16 year old Paper Cutter 
named Charles Edward Hook resided at Peacock Row, Plaxtol, Kent, with his 
mother Harriett Bennett, stepfather Alfred Bennett, and their three other children. 
Of the two casualties who are commemorated by the CWGC as. C. E. HOOK, 
only one of them is named Charles Edward Hook in/on SDGW, and who has 
been added below. As is the case with quite literally thousands of other forms of 
rememberance that have minor errors on data sources, it is possible that the 
Plaxtol civic war memorial commemorates Charles Edward Hook with his initials 
reversed, and that the 16 year old boy recorded by the census enumerator is in 
fact the same person who is commemorated on the Plaxtol civic war memorial. 
HOOK, CHARLES EDWARD. Gunner, 54232. 
"A" Battery, 74th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died Saturday 19 October 1918. 
Born Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Quievy Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France. Grave Ref: C. 52. 
Quievy Communal Cemetery Extension where Charles is at rest was made by 
German troops, and carried on by the 62nd (West Riding) Division after the 
capture of the village in October 1918. 
 
JARRETT, PERCY VERNON. Private, 6788. 
1st/20th (County of London) Battalion, (Blackheath and Woolwich) London 
Regiment. 
Died Sunday 1 October 1916. 
Born Paddock Wood, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided 
Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Son of Robert Jarrett and Sarah Jarrett. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 13 C. 
Formerly Private, 2430, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). At the time 
of the 1901 census, the Jarrett family resided at Grove Cottage, Hazelden Farm, 
Marden Road, Cranbrook, Kent. Head of the house was 56 year old Capel, 
Tonbridge, Kent native Robert Jarrett, who was employed as a Farm Cattle 
Yardman. The action which cost Percy his life was ‘The Battle of the Transloy 
Ridges’ which was conducted from Sunday 1 October 1916 to Friday 20 October 
1916, as part of the overall ‘Battle of the Somme.’ Following on from the 
successful ‘Battle of Morval’ in late September 1916, Lieutenant-General Sir 
Henry Rawlinson’s Fourth Army had begun the Battle of the Transloy Ridges on 
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Sunday 1 October 1916, with an attack by four divisions assisted by tanks on the 
heavily defended hamlet of Eaucourt L’Abbaye, which lies to the north west of 
the village of Martinpuich. Amongst the infantry battalions which took part in the 
assault on the German positions was the1st/20th (County of London) Battalion, 
(Blackheath and Woolwich) London Regiment which suffered horrendous 
casualties on the day that Percy fell. At 0700 hours artillery commenced a steady 
bombardment of the well fortified German positions, and at 1515 hours the 
bombardment changed into what was described as “a most magnificent barrage.” 
The timing of the increase of shelling was extremely good, as various types of 
artillery pieces opened up simultaneously, and the effect was that of many 
machine guns opening fire on the same order. Observed from the air, the 
barrage appeared to be the most perfect wall of fire in which it seemed 
inconceivable that anybody could survive the firing. Much as had been the case 
on the first day of the Battle of the Somme, many of the well dug-in enemy 
soldiers survived the bombardment and offered stiff resistance during the 
advance by the Fourth Army. At one stage in the advance, such was the 
resistance offered by the enemy that Percy’s battalion had to wait until the arrival 
of supporting tanks. Having benefited from the tanks intervention, the battalion 
later passed through Flers Line into the village and on to the Barque Road. As 
was briefly mentioned above, the assault by the 1st/20th (County of London) 
Battalion, (Blackheath and Woolwich) London Regiment was costly in loss of 
lives of officers and other ranks, in addition to which many were either wounded 
or initially posted as ‘Missing.’ Numbered amongst the latter category of other 
ranks was Percy, who the Army Council later decided that for official purposes it 
could be assumed had died on or after 1 October 1916. A not insignificant 
number of Percy’s comrades who fell during the same engagement at Eaucourt 
L’Abbaye, also have no known grave and they too are commemorated on the 
Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France, and are numbered amongst the 124 
members of their battalion whose names are inscribed on the memorial. 
KING, G. No clear trace. The following casualty is arguably the best match for 
several reasons, including the fact that on some data sources accessed by the 
transcriber of these brief commemorations, both Winfield Mill and Winfield Mill 
House (below), is shown as being located on the River Bourne at Plaxtol, Kent. 
KING, GEORGE. Rifleman, B/203332. 
13th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade. 
Died Sunday 25 February 1917. Aged 40. 
Born and resided Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Husband of F. N. King of Winfield Mill House, Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Barlin Communal Cemetery Extension, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: I. F. 62. 
Formerly Rifleman, R/16373, King’s Royal Rifle Corps. George is recorded as 
having died of wounds, and as such unfortunately it has not been possible to add 
here where, when or how it was he received his wounding. The cemetery 
extension where George is at rest, was begun by French troops in October 1914 
and when they moved south in March 1916 to be replaced by Commonwealth 
forces, it was used for burials by the 6th Casualty Clearing Station. In November 
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1917, Barlin began to be shelled and the hospital was moved back to Ruitz, but 
the extension was used again in March and April 1918 during the German 
advance on this front. In view of the above information which was obtained from 
the Commonwealth War graves Commission website, it would seem likely that 
George had succumbed to his wounds whilst he was being treated for same 
whilst a patient at the 6th Casualty Clearing Station. 
 
KNOWLES, W. No clear trace. Possibly the following casualty who was 
commemorated with the use of the wrong initial, if that is not the case the 
following soldier is of course a Plaxtol, Kent ‘Lost Man.’ 
KNOWLES, RICHARD DOUGLAS. Private, 1999. 
1/23rd (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment. (The Queen’s). 
Died Friday 5 November 1915. Aged 23. 
Born Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Clapham Junction, London. Resided 
Mitcham, Surrey. 
Son of Henry Knowles and Emma Eliza Knowles of 36, Rylett Crescent, 
Shepherds Bush, London.  
Buried Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: I. A. 2.  
Richard was posted to France with the 1/23rd (County of London) Battalion, 
London Regiment. (The Queen’s), for service with the British Expeditionary Force 
on Sunday 14 March 1915. At the time of Richard’s death his home address was 
at 23, Pitcairn Road, Mitcham, Surrey, but it was noted by the transcriber of 
these brief commemorations, that Richard is not commemorated on the Mitcham, 
Surrey, civic war memorial. Although Richard’s entry in/on ‘Soldiers Died in the 
Great War,’ records him as having been killed in action, but his Medal Index Card 
entry shows him as having died of wounds.  

 
LARKIN , GEORGE THOMAS STEPHEN. Private, 237010. 
75th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment). 
Died Wednesday 29 August 1917. Aged 36. 
Born Shipbourne, Kent Saturday 4 September 1880. Enlisted Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada Thursday 17 February 1916. Resided 188, Dowling Avenue, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada. 
Son of the late Thomas and Mary Larkin. 
Husband of Frances Susanna Larkin (née Moon) of 324, Melita Avenue, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada. Formerly of 153, Macdonnell Avenue, Parkdale, Toronto, 
Ontario.  
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Commemorated on the Vimy Memorial, Vimy Ridge, Pas de Calais, France, and 
on page 272 of the Canadian First World War Book of Remembrance, also on 
the 204th (Beavers) Overseas Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force memorial 
plaque, City Hall, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
Formerly Private, 204th (Beavers) Overseas Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary 
Force. At the time of the 1118 census, the Larkin family resided at Silver Hill, 
Shipbourne, Kent. Head of the house was 46 year old Wrotham, Sevenoaks, 
Kent native Thomas Larkin, who was employed as a Builders Labourer. Mention 
of the census entry here, because George was recorded as being 7 months old 
and as such it would seem likely that the address recorded by the census 
enumerator was actually his exact place of birth. George’s birth was registered in 
the Malling, Kent Registration District in the fourth quarter of 1880. His marriage 
to Frances Susanna Moon was registered in the Malling, Kent Registration 
District during the third quarter of 1903. He had resided in Canada for about 
three years, and prior to enlisting in the Canadian army he had been employed 
as a Janitor at the Davidson Apartments, 188, Dowling Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. George had sailed from Canada for England on Wednesday 22 March 
1916. On arriving in England, 204th (Beavers) Overseas Battalion, Canadian 
Expeditionary Force reinforced the 3rd, 54th, 75th, and 116th Battalions of the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force, in addition to which drafts were sent to serve in 
the machine gun section, and as railway troops. George had been in France 
since April 1916, going into the trenches the following month. With real 
justification George could be described as coming from a military family, as his 
grandfather was a former soldier, and his father had served as a Corporal in the 
Irish Fusiliers, in addition to which a not insignificant number of his close relatives 
had also served during the years of the Great War.  
 
LARKIN , PERCY EDWARD. Corporal, G/1865. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Saturday 18 August 1917. Aged 21. 
Born Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent.  
Son of Alfred Ernest Larkin and Louisa Larkin (née Huckstep) of Roughway, 
Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Buried Longuenesse (St. Omer) Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: IV. D. 32.  
Also commemorated on the Kelvedon, Braintree, Essex civic war memorial. 
Percy was posted to France whilst serving as a Private in the 7th (Service) 
Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) on Monday 26 July 1915. 
By far and away the vast majority of the Great War casualties at rest at 
Longuenesse (St. Omer) Cemetery, were men and women who died of wounds 
at one of the numerous medical establishments at the town. Mention is made of 
the aforementioned cemetery burials because there appears to be conflicting 
data appertaing to the cause of Percy’s demise. In/on ‘Soldiers Died in the Great 
War,’ Percy is recorded as having been killed in action, but his Medal Index Card 
entry records him has having Accidentally Killed. Unfortunately, ‘Soldiers Died in 
the Great War,’ does not record Percy’s place of residence, but it is probably of 
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significance regarding same that the (immaculate) Kelvedon, Braintree, Essex 
civic war memorial which is located within the curtilage of the parish church of St. 
Mary the Virgin, commemorates 47 casualties of the Great War, 10 of the 
Second World War, and 3 post Second World War victims of war, has the 
inscription “To The Memory Of Our Kelvedon Men Who gave Their Lives In The 
Great War 1914-1918.” The wording of the inscription would tend to suggest that 
Percy was a resident of the village of Kelvedon, Braintree, Essex, at the time of 
his death. 
 
LAWRENCE, F. Best match for this casualty appears to be the following soldier:- 
LAWRENCE, FRANK. 
"A" Battery, 62nd Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died Monday 15 November 1915. (Please see below) 
Born Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. 
Buried Guards Cemetery, Windy Corner, Cuinchy, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: IV. B. 33. 
Date of death as entered at this brief commemoration and shown above, was 
extracted from Frank’s Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
commemoration details, but it should be noted that in/on ‘Soldiers Died in the 
Great War,’ show the date of his demise as having occurred on 15 November 
1916. It seemed prudent to make mention of the date conflict as no supporting 
documentation regarding actual correct date, such as death certificate and/or 
service papers etcetera, has been personally sighted by the transcriber of these 
brief commemorations. As over the years many errors have been noted in/on 
both of the above forms of commemoration, regrettably there is no way (without 
supporting documentation) to ascertain true date of Frank’s death. 
 
LEVETT, WALTER. Private, G/2116. 
7th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Saturday 18 November 1916. 
Born Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided 
Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of the late William Levett and Selina Levett. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 5 D. 
At the time of the 1891 census, the Levett family resided at Thong Lane, Borough 
Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 31 year old Seal Chart, 
Sevenoaks, Kent native William Levett, who was employed as an Agricultural 
Labourer. Mention is made here of the 1891 census entry, because Walter was 
recorded as being only two months old at that time, which would mean that if the 
census entry is correct, at the time of his death he was 25 years old. By the time 
that the 1901 census was carried out, the Levett family had moved to Plaxtol, 
and was residing at a Cottage in the Fields, Sheet Hill, Plaxtol. Walter was 
posted to France with The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) for service with the British 
Expeditionary Force on Wednesday 28 July 1915. Although the day on which 
Walter lost his life is now remembered as being the last day of ‘The Battle of the 
Somme 1916,’ as that was the date chosen for same by Sir Douglas Haig. In the 
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case of the 7th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) it was 
nonetheless an eventful and costly one, as by days end over 60 of the battalion 
personnel had been killed, most of whom fell during an attack on a enemy trench 
complex called ‘Desire,’ which ran roughly parallel to the British trench line 
named ‘Regina.’ With rumors rife alluding to the scaling down of operations due 
to the onset of winter, it was something of an unwelcome directive from Walter’s 
Brigade HQ (55 Brigade) on Thursday 16 November 1916, with orders to be 
ready for action the following day. Going into forward trenches replacing soldiers 
of the Cheshire Regiment and the Welch Regiment on 17 November, the 
battalion subsequently was in action all day adjacent to Mouquet (Mucky) Farm 
which is equidistant of the villages of Pozières and Thiepval on the D73. 
Somewhat over shadowed by events of the 18 November Walter’s battalion 
nonetheless lost an officer, Lance Corporal and a Private, plus six other ranks 
wounded on Friday 17 November. Having assembled in the snow earlier in the 
morning on 18 November with the rest of their brigade, the attack began at 0610 
hours moving forward to attack each of the four battalion’s of the brigade’s 
allotted enemy positions, but the attack was held up at times notably when 
subjected to intense enemy shelling at about 0645 hours. By 0810 hours the 
soldiers of the 8th Battalion, East Surrey Regiment entered Desire Trench where 
Canadian troops were consolidating their position gained, enemy resistance was 
both heavy and costly, although by the curtailment of the days fighting both 
Hessian and Zollern Trenches had been reached, in addition to Desire. The 7th 
(Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) casualties however by the 
end of the action were 3 officers and 64 other ranks killed, in addition to which 
others were recorded as either wounded or missing. Initially posted as ‘Missing,’ 
the Army Council later made the decision that for official purposes it could be 
assumed that Walter had died on or after 18 November 1916. 
 
MITCHELL, H. Arguably the best match for this casualty appears to be the 
following soldier, but is primarily simply based on the very close proximity of the 
parishes of Plaxtol and Ightham which is approximately two miles. It was noted 
by the transcriber of these brief commemorations that this casualty is not 
commemorated on the Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent,  civic war memorial :- 
MITCHELL, HENRY. Serjeant, 12307. 
23rd Field Company, Royal Engineers. 
Died Sunday 3 September 1916. 
Born Charlton, Middlesex. Enlisted Guildford, Surrey. Resided Ightham, Kent. 
Husband of Kathleen Mitchell (née Morris) of 2, Chapel Road, Ightham, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.  
Pier and Face 8 A and 8 D.  
Henry enlisted in the army as a regular soldier on for 3 years with the Colours 
and 9 years in the Reserve on Monday 26 January 1903. At the time of his army 
enlistment, Henry stated that he was 21 years and 8 months old and employed 
as a Wheelwright. Following his enlistment, Henry was attested to serve in the 
Royal Engineers. On Thursday 12 February 1903, Henry took a Trade Test for a 
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Wheelwright at the School of Military Engineering, Chatham, Kent, on the 
completion of which he was graded as ‘Skilled,’ it being the highest grade 
possible at that stage of his career in the Royal Engineers. On Friday 21 August 
1908 whilst serving as a Sapper in the 7th Field Company, Royal Engineers at 
Aldershot, Hampshire, Henry was reengaged in order for him to complete 8 years 
with the Colours. Having  already been appointed to be a Lance Corporal, on 
Friday 13 August 1909 Henry undertook another Trade Test for a Wheelwright, 
and on the completion of the 21 hour test he was graded as ‘Very Superior,’ it 
being the highest grade possible, and was subsequently recommended for 2nd 
Engineer rate of pay by the examining board. He was later reengaged to 
complete 12 years with the Colours on Saturday 28 May 1910, whilst Henry was 
serving at Bloemfontein, South Africa, at which time his character was recorded 
as being Exemplary, and he was in possession of 2 Good Conduct Badges. 
Henry married Miss Kathleen Morris at Farnham, Surrey on Saturday 28 
September 1912. Whilst serving as a Corporal in the 23rd Field Company, Royal 
Engineers, Henry was posted to France for service with the British Expeditionary 
Force on Saturday 15 August 1914. On Monday 2 August 1915, Henry was 
reengaged to complete 21 service years with the Colours, at which time he was 
employed as a Wheeler Supervisor. From Thursday 20 January 1916 to 
Saturday 19 February 1916 Henry was granted a period of leave to the United 
Kingdom. Mrs. Kathleen Mitchell later reside at 2, Mable Cottages, Longfield, 
Kent, which is where she resided when submitting an application to be provided 
with the date clasp for Henry’s 1914 Star. In 1921 when Kathleen was still in 
correspondence with the War Office etcetera, her address for correspondence 
was 48, Charles Street, Berkeley Square, London W.1. It was noted by the 
transcriber of these brief commemorations, that as well as being not having been 
commemorated at Ightham, Henry is also not commemorated on the Longfield, 
Dartford, Kent, civic war memorial. 
NORTON, ALFRED DONALD. Private, G/3895. 
6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Saturday 27 March 1915. Aged 19. 
Born and resided Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Ramsgate, Isle of Thanet, 
Kent. (Please see below) 
Son of William J. and Louisa M. Norton of Grange Cottage, Plaxtol, Kent. 
Buried Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent Churchyard. 
Places of birth etcetera as shown above are as recorded in/on SDGW. It would 
appear likely that Alfred’s place of birth is amongst the numerous SDGW 
recorded errors, and that he was in fact probably a native of Kingsnorth, Kent. 
Unfortunately the census entry does not say which Kingsnorth i.e. near Ashford 
or on the Isle of Grain. At the time of the 1901 census the Norton family resided 
at The Spout, Plaxtol. Head of the house was 34 year old Bethersden, Ashford, 
Kent, native William J. Norton who was employed as a Coachman (Domestic). 
His 30 year old wife was a native of Wychling, Kent, in much the same way as 
the entry for her son Alfred; the census entry does not say which Wychling i.e. 
near Sittingbourne or Chislehurst. It would appear that Alfred was born at 
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Kingsnorth, Ashford, as there was a matching birth registered in the West 
Ashford District during the first quarter of 1896. 
 
ROLFE, FREDERICK GEORGE, Private, G/4962. 
1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Saturday 22 July 1916. 
Born Ewhurst, Hastings, Sussex. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Plaxtol, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Husband of Elizabeth Rolfe (née Padgham) of Ducks Farm, Plaxtol, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C. 
Frederick married Miss Elizabeth Padgham at the parish church of St. James the 
Great, Ewhurst, Hastings, Sussex on Monday 7 August 1905. He enlisted in the 
army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on Saturday 12 December 1914. Frederick 
was attested to serve in the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) on 
Tuesday 15 December 1914, and joined his regiment at Maidstone, Kent the 
following day. When he enlisted, Frederick stated that he was 31 years and 20 
days old, employed as a Labourer and residing at Ducks Farm Plaxtol, 
Sevenoaks, Kent, and that he had previously served in the Royal Sussex 
Regiment. After initially serving in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment), and later in the 8th (Service) Battalion of the 
regiment from Saturday 13 February 1915. Frederick was then posted to the 1st 
Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) on Wednesday 8 March 
1916. He then remained in the same battalion until he was killed in action on 
Saturday 22 July 1916, when he was numbered amongst the 421 casualties 
suffered by his battalion during a costly attack on High Wood, which is located 
between the Somme villages of Martinpuich and Longueval. Following his death, 
Frederick was initially posted as ‘Missing,’ but in April 1917 the Army Council 
made the decision that for official purposes, it was to be assumed that Frederick 
had died in France on or after Saturday 22 July 1916.  
STONHAM, FREDERICK KENNETT. Private, G/7685. 
8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Sunday 9 September 1917. Aged 21. 
Born Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Plaxtol, 
Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Son of Harry Stonham and Frances Emma Stonham (née Kennett) of Old Soar, 
Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Buried Hooge Crater Cemetery, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. VII. C. 4. 
Formerly Private, 1492, West Kent Yeomanry. At the time of the 1901 census, 
the Stonham family resided at Old Soar Farm, Plaxtol, Kent. Head of the house 
was 38 year old Chatham, Kent native Harry Stonham, who was a Farmer and 
an employer. Prior to moving to live at Plaxtol, the Stonham family had resided at 
Wallis Farm, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent, which is probably where Frederick was 
actually born. 
 
STILL, B. No trace as commemorated on the Plaxtol civic war memorial. 
Possibly this casualty had the Christian name Albert, but was know by all and 
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sundry as Bert. If that was in fact the case, the following casualty who has been 
located, was born and resided at Roughway, Plaxtol is probably the correct man:- 
STILL, ALBERT JAMES. Private, 8858. 
7th Company, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry). 
Died Saturday 20 July 1918. Aged 19. 
Born and resided Roughway, Plaxtol, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. 
Son of William Still of 25, Hearns Road, St. Paul’s Cray, Kent, and the late Annie 
Elizabeth Still (née Standen).  
Buried Dickebusch New Military Cemetery, Dikkebus, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Grave Ref: III. E. 8. 
Formerly Private, G/1050, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). At the 
time of the 1901 census Albert appears to be the 3 year old youngest son of 44 
year old widower William Still, who were recorded by the census enumerator as 
residing at Roughway Cottages, Plaxtol, Kent. In addition to Wrotham, Kent 
native William, and young Albert, six other Still children were in residence on the 
night of the census. Because Albert died of wounds and was not an officer, it has 
not been possible for the transcriber of these brief commemorations to add any 
additional information here regarding where, when or how Albert received his 
wounding. Purely speculation on the part of the transcriber of these brief 
commemorations, and should be viewed as such, but it would seem likely that 
Albert had been wounded some months prior to his death, as he is officially 
commemorated as having still been serving as a member of the 7th Company, 
Machine Gun Corps (Infantry), 7th Infantry Brigade which was in the 25th 
Division. Before Albert died, the 7th Company, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry), 
had been moved into the 25th Machine Gun Battalion, Machine Gun Corps 
(Infantry) on the same day that the German Spring Offensive commenced on 
Friday 1 March 1918, but it was still serving as part of the 25th Division. Albert’s 
late mother was born at Goudhurst, Cranbrook, Kent on Sunday 18 October 
1857, and had died at Wrotham, Kent on Thursday 7 December 1899. 
TAYLOR, SIDNEY VICTOR. Private, 395691. 
Labour Corps. 
Died Monday 28 October 1918. Aged 23. 
Born Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Bexleyheath, Kent. Resided Stratford, 
Essex. 
Son of Mr. S. Taylor. 
Buried Southborough Cemetery, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent.  
Grave Ref: 4. 379.  
Formerly Private, 267040, Kent Cyclists Battalion. Southborough Cemetery 
where Sidney is at rest is owned and managed by the Town Council, for and on 
behalf of the residents of Southborough and High Brooms. It is situated next to 
the west side of Southborough Common with the entrance at the end of Victoria 
Road. The cemetery contains the war graves of 33 identified casualties. 
 
WAGHORN, CHARLES ERNEST. Private, 75952. 
Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment), posted to the 2nd/2nd (City of 
London) Battalion, London Regiment (Royal Fusiliers). 



 

 30 

Died Monday 15 April 1918. Aged 19. 
Born Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Plaxtol, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Charles Waghorn and Alice Fanny Waghorn (née Russell) of Sheet Hill, 
Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Pozières Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 21. 
Formerly Private, TR/10/11659, 51st (Graduated Battalion), The Queen’s (Royal 
West Surrey Regiment). At the time of the 1901 census, the Waghorn family 
resided at Malt Houses, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 36 
year old Kemsing, Kent native Charles Waghorn (senior), who was employed as 
a Farm Waggoner. Following his death, Charles was initially posted as ‘Missing,’ 
but later the Army Council made the decision that for official purposes, it was to 
be assumed that he had died on or after 15 April 1918. 
 
WEHMER, N. Only a single casualty with this surname is commemorated by the 
CWGC for either of the two world wars. O/SDGW and the Great War Medal 
Index Card entries also show only the same regular soldier as briefly 
commemorated below. 
WEHMER, FREDERICK ARTHUR. Private, L/9431. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Monday 9 April 1917. 
Born Edinburgh, Scotland. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, Arras, 
Pas de Calais, France. Bay 7. 
A regular soldier serving in the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), 
Frederick was posted to France on Saturday 15 August 1914. He was numbered 
amongst the 33 other ranks fatalities which were suffered by the 6th (Service) 
Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) on Monday 9 April 1917. 
 
WEST, JOHN FREDERICK. Private, G/3943. 
“D” Company, 7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). 
Died Thursday 3 May 1917. 
Born Shipbourne, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided 
Roughway, Plaxtol, Kent. 
Son of John Frederick West and Ada West (née Shave). 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, Arras, 
Pas de Calais, France. Bay 7.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the West family resided at Roughway, Plaxtol, 
Kent. Head of the house was 38 year old Erith, Kent native John Frederick West 
(senior), who was employed as a Mechanical Engineer at a Paper Mill. John 
(junior) was recorded as being 4 years old by the census enumerator, which if 
correct would mean that he was probably 20 years of age at the time of his 
death. He was posted to France with the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment).for service with the British Expeditionary Force on Wednesday 11 
August 1915. With some justification it is probably fair to say that the various 
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commentators remarks about the action fought on the 2/3 May 1917 at the village 
of Chérisy, 8 miles to the south-east of Arras, Pas de Calais, France, by the 
battalions taking part, along the lines of it being a failure are well grounded. It 
should be hastily pointed out however, that non of those (irrespective of country 
etcetera) who have passed judgment on same, have ever leveled any criticisms 
or disparaging remarks about those who took part in the action, which was 
undertaken as part of the overall battles of the Scarpe. On Thursday 3 May 1917, 
commanded by 22 year old Tenterden, Kent native Captain Francis Robinson 
Latter, “D” Company, 7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment) was at the village of Chérisy. On the day that John and at least 
another 35 other ranks in his battalion died, Chérisy was captured and cleared by 
the 18th (Eastern) Division to which the 7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment) belonged. The leading companies advanced to the 
"Blue Line" where their right flank was flung back as the 54tht Brigade attack 
there had failed against the combination of uncut wire, and heavy German fire. 
During the planned advance, “D” Company was under orders to carry out 
mopping up duties, whilst moving up behind the leading assaulting companies 
and deal with any remaining enemy pockets of resistance. “D” Company 
successfully reached the "Blue Line" at 0615hours where it began to consolidate 
a line on the road leading north-east from Chérisy to Vis-en-Artois. “D” Company 
did not remain there long as they were ordered to establish touch with The Buffs 
and 54th Brigade on their right. This move was carried out by Captain Latter "with 
much skill and gallantry" though he was wounded during fighting and could not 
establish contact with 54th Brigade. The Germans counter attacked the right of 
the line exploiting the gap between the two Brigades "giving Captain Latter and 
his men good targets in plenty." Soon the "Blue Line" became untenable and 
Captain Latter and his men were overwhelmed by numbers in "Cable Trench.” 
Later on Thursday 3 May Chérisy was back in German hands, and it remained so 
until it was retaken by the Canadian Corps on Thursday 27 August 1918. 

 
WOOD, GEORGE WILLIAM. Stoker 1st Class, SS/106983. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. "Hawke." 
Died Thursday 15 October 1914. Aged 24. 
Born Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent, Friday 21 March 1890. 
Son of William Henry Wood and Elisabeth Wood (née Swaisland) of 2, Dunks 
Green Cottages, Dunk's Green, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 6, as shown above. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Wood family resided at Dunk's Green, 
Tonbridge, Kent. Head of the house was 56 year old Wrotham, Kent native 
William Henry Wood, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Without a 
doubt the loss of H.M.S. Hawke has been the easiest of all the ships lost to 
ascertain ‘facts’ by the transcriber, for inclusion on this or any other website. One 
of the sixty survivors of sinking of H.M.S. Hawke was peacetime Postman, 
Joseph Edward Cooke of Parracombe, Barnstaple, Devon, his grandson, 
Kenneth Cooke who like his grandfather is a former member of the Royal Navy, 
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has been a long time friend of the transcriber, and helped in the past to explain 
nautical phrases, and provide Royal Navy information. About thirty years ago 
Ken furnished the transcriber with data appertaining to the loss of H.M.S. Hawke, 
including a copy of a newspaper interview that his grandfather gave after his 
return to Parracombe. The newspaper cutting is incredibly consistent with that of 
data which the transcriber of these brief commemorations has also accessed 
from a number of books and the internet. Commanded by 40 year old Captain 
Hugh P.E.T. Williams, R.N. who was a recipient of a Royal Humane Society 
Medal. H.M.S. Hawke was an old armoured cruiser operating as part of the 10th 
Cruiser Squadron assigned to the Northern Patrol. She had originally been 
launched at Chatham, Kent, in 1891 and was one of the oldest ships still in 
service with the Royal Navy. At the time of her loss H.M.S. Hawke was being 
used as a training ship and had many young naval cadets on board. She had 
been re-commissioned in February 1913 with a nucleus crew, and had come up 
to her full complement at the commencement of the Great War. On Thursday 15 
October 1914, sailing in company with H.M.S. Theseus, when the ships were 
approximately 60 miles off the coast of Aberdeen, H.M.S. Hawke turned to 
intercept a neutral Norwegian collier, shortly after which both ships were attacked 
by the faster German submarine U-9, which was commanded by 
Kapitänleutnant, Otto Weddigen who had been tracking them for some time. 
When he commenced his attack, Otto Weddigen fired his first torpedo at H.M.S. 
Theseus, but fortunately it missed her. Quickly turning his attention to H.M.S. 
Hawke, Otto Weddigen then fired a torpedo which struck her amidships near the 
magazine. The initial detonation which shook the ship violently was followed by a 
second terrific explosion, which resulted in a large number of the crew of H.M.S. 
Hawke being killed. From when she was hit the ship sank within about five 
minutes, and as such it was only possible to launch one of the ships cutters, 
which was the mail dory that had been lowered before the torpedo explosion. 
Captain Williams, 26 officers and approximately 500 ratings were lost with the 
sinking of H.M.S. Hawke, but 4 officers and 60 men survived. Although only 
designed to carry 29 people, the sole ships cutter which had got away eventually 
contained 49 sailors, who were picked up about five hours later by a Norwegian 
steamer, all of whom were later transferred to a trawler and safely landed at 
Aberdeen. In addition to those who survived in the ships cutter, another 15 of the 
crew clinging to a raft were picked up by a passing ship, and landed at Grimsby. 
Joseph Cooke commented that after he had plunged into the icy waters of a 
heavy sea, he had swam for about three quarters of a mile before being picked 
up by the cutter, and whilst swimming he had passed the life raft at which time it 
had about 150 clinging to it, and that he was later informed that only 15 of their 
number had survived. Joseph also made mention that shortly after firing the 
torpedo which sunk H.M.S. Hawke, the German submarine briefly surfaced to 
see the effects of its discharge, disappearing again beneath the waters 
immediately. H.M.S. Theseus was under strict Admiralty orders not to attempt to 
pick up survivors, because on Tuesday 22 September 1914 there had been the 
disaster involving H.M.S.Cressy, H.M.S.Aboukir and H.M.S.Hogue, all of which 
were sunk by Kapitänleutnant Otto Weddigen with the U-9. The following is a 
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brief account of the events of Wednesday 14 October 1914, by a crewman of the 
U-9, relevant to the sinking of H.M.S. Hawke. “I gazed at the little picture of the 
upper ocean. The distant three cruisers were some wide space apart, but were 
converging, and were steering for a point and that point was apparently in the 
vicinity where we lay. No wonder the Commander thought they must want a 
torpedo. We imagined they were bent on joining forces and steaming together, 
but it presently became apparent that they intended to exchange signals, drop a 
cutter in the water, and deliver mail or orders, and then go their respective ways. 
We steered at full speed for the point toward which they were heading, our 
periscope showing only for a few moments at a time. The Cruisers, big armoured 
fellows, came zigzagging. We picked one, which afterward turned out to be 
H.M.S. Hawke, and maneuvered for a shot. It was tricky work. She nearly ran us 
down. We had to dive deeper and let her pass over us; else we would have been 
rammed. Now we were in a position for a stern shot at an angle, but she turned. 
It was a fatal turning, for it gave us an opportunity to swing around for a clear 
bow shot at 400 metres. We dived beyond periscope depth, ran underwater for a 
short distance, and then came up for a look through our tall, mast-like eye. The 
Hawke had already disappeared. She sank in eight minutes. Only one boat was 
in the water. It was the mail dory that had been lowered before the torpedo 
explosion. At the rudder the boat officer hoisted a distress signal on the boat's 
staff. That little dory with half a dozen men aboard was all that was left of the 
proud warship.” George was a brother of James Henry Wood who is the next 
casualty briefly commemorated below. It was noted by the transcriber of these 
brief commemorations, that George and James Wood were amongst a family 
which was comprised of at least twelve children, three of whom appear to have 
sadly died in infancy prior to the years of the Great War. 
 
 
 
WOOD, JAMES HENRY. Private, G/3795. 
2nd Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 
Died Saturday 22 May 1915. Aged 36. 
Born Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted and resided Tonbridge, Kent. 
Son of William Henry Wood and Elisabeth Wood (née Swaisland) of 2, Dunks 
Green Cottages, Dunk's Green, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Husband of Alice Jane Wood (née Burr) of Woodbine Cottages. Roughway, 
Plaxtol, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Buried Wimereux Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: I. H. 26A.  
Formerly Private, G/4198, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). At the 
time of the 1901 census, the then 22 year old James was recorded by the census 
enumerator as being the head of the house, whilst residing with his wife and two 
sons at Nether Street, Shipbourne, Tonbridge, Kent, and as being employed as 
an Agricultural Labourer. James was posted to France with The Queen’s (Royal 
West Surrey Regiment) for service with the British Expeditionary Force on 
Tuesday 16 March 1915.   
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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

Lost Men 
 
BATHURST, ALFRED. Private, 235231. 
8th (Service) Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment. 
Died Tuesday 31 July 1917. Aged 29. 
Born Horsmonden, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Plaxtol, 
Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Son of Alfred Bathurst and Mary Ann Bathurst (née Russell) of "Chapel House," 
Matfield, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Husband of Elizabeth Bathurst (née Billings) of "Bank Cottages," Plaxtol, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 21. 
Formerly Private, 28289, Suffolk Regiment, and Private, 6442, Cambridgeshire 
Regiment. At the time of the 1901 census, the Bathurst family resided at Newfield 
Farm, St. Mary’s Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 46 year old 
Brenchley, Tonbridge, Kent, native Alfred Bathurst (senior), who was employed 
as a Farm Waggoner. The 8th (Service) Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment in 
which Alfred was serving at the time of his death was formed at Lincoln, 
Lincolnshire in September 1914 as part of the Third New Army, which was raised 
on Sunday 13 September 1914. The battalion was originally attached to 63rd 
Brigade, 21st Division. On Saturday 8 July 1916 the battalion was transferred 
with the 63rd Brigade to the 37th Division. Alfred was numbered amongst the 52 
other ranks recorded deaths whilst serving in the 8th (Service) Battalion, 
Lincolnshire Regiment on Tuesday 31 July 1917, and four of those who lost their 
lives including Alfred came from the county of Kent. 
 
BEVAN, CHARLES. Private, G/5352. 
8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Sunday 26 September 1915. 
Born Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Wateringbury, 
Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Charles Bevan and Jane Bevan of The Old Road, Wateringbury, 
Maidstone, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 95. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Bevan family resided at The Square, Hunton, 
Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent 
native Charles Bevan (senior), who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. 
Mrs. Jane Bevan probably had the maiden name Kennard. Charles (junior) 
enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on Saturday 9 January 1915, at 
which time he stated that he was 21 years of age, and employed as a Farm 
Labourer. Charles attested to serve as a Private in the Queen’s Own (Royal 
West Kent Regiment), and joined the regiment at the regimental depot at 
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Maidstone, Kent the day after enlisting. He was posted to the 8th (Service) 
Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) on Saturday 16 January 
1915, and remained in the same battalion until his death, having been posted to 
France for service with the British Expeditionary Force on Monday 30 August 
1915. Following his death, Charles was initially posted as ‘Missing,’ but on 
Saturday 23 September 1916 the Army Council made the decision that for official 
purposes, it was to be assumed that Charles had died in France on or after 
Sunday 26 September 1915. Correspondence appertaining to Charles’s post the 
Great War was sent to his father c/o Mrs. A.F. Parks of 121, Malham Road, 
Forest Hill, London, SE25. Regretably it was noted by the transcriber of these 
brief commemorations, that Charles has no form of his remembrance at the 
parish of Wateringbury, Maidstone, Kent, where he and his family were residing.  
 
BRIDGLAND , SYDNEY. Private, L/9583. 
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Thursday 21 March 1918. 
Born Hammersmith, Middlesex. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Borough 
Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. Charlotte Clarke (formerly Bridgland), (née Ingram) of 7, Red Lion 
Square, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent, and of the late Edward Charles Bridgland. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, Arras, 
Pas de Calais, France. Bay 2, and on Great War memorial plaque which is 
located in the parish church of St. Mary’s, St. Mary’s Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent.   
Sydney was baptised at the parish church of St. Matthews, Hammersmith, 
Middlesex on Thursday 4 May 1893, at which time the Bridgland family resided at 
143, Blythe Road, Hammersmith, and Sydney’s father Edward Charles Bridgland 
was employed as a Labourer. At the time of the 1901 census, Sydney resided at 
Brasted Hill, St. Mary’s Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent.  Head of the house was Sydney’s 
grandmother; 50 year old London native Ellen Ingram. In addition to 8 year old 
Sydney, three of his younger siblings also resided with their grandmother, their 
late father who was a native of West Malling, Kent having died the previous year. 
Sydney enlisted in the army as a regular soldier for 7 years with the Colours and 
5 years in the Reserve on Thursday 27 April 1911. When he enlisted, Sydney 
stated that he was 18 years and 1 month old, employed as a Farm Labourer and 
requesting that he served in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). After being 
attested, Sydney joined The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at the regimental depot, 
Canterbury, Kent on Thursday 4 May 1911. Following his basic training and other 
service in England, Sydney was posted to serve in the 1st Battalion of his 
regiment on Saturday 9 September 1911 and served with the battalion in Ireland. 
On Friday 20 December 1912 Sydney qualified in Regimental Transport Duties, 
and on Friday 14 March 1913 he obtained his 3rd Class Army Education 
Certificate. On Wednesday 12 November 1913 Sydney was posted to the 2nd 
Battalion in which he served in India, which is where the battalion was serving at 
the commencement of the Great War. After the 2nd Battalion was relieved by 
members of the Territorial Force, it embarked at Bombay on Saturday 16 
November 1914 onboard the 10,402 ton Cunard Line ship SS Ultonia. On 
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Wednesday 23 December 1914 the battalion arrived back in England at 
Plymouth, and from there went to Winchester, Hampshire, where it became part 
of the 85th Brigade, 28th Division. On Sunday 17 January 1915 the battalion left 
from Southampton, heading for France and arrived later at the busy port of 
Harve. Whilst serving in France, Sydney was posted back to serve in the 1st 
Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Having been wounded in June 1915, 
Sydney was evacuated back to England for a short time and placed on the 
strength of the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) whilst he 
was receiving medical attention. On the completion of the treatment for his 
wounding, Sydney was posted back to France and arrived at Boulogne on 
Tuesday 6 July 1915, and rejoined the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment) in the field on Friday 9 July 1915. Sydney was numbered amongst at 
least 41 other ranks deaths which were suffered by his battalion, on the first day 
of the 1918 German Spring Offensive. Following his death, Sidney was initially 
posted as ‘Missing,’ but on Wednesday 26 February 1919 the Army Council 
decided that for official purposes it was assumed that he had died on 21 March 
1918, which was also the first day of the German Spring Offensive.  
 
DRURY, PERCY. Private, G/43416. 
2nd Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. 
Died Sunday 2 June 1918. Aged 31. 
Born Willmott Hill, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided 
Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Albert Alfred Drury and Eliza Drury (née Cheevus) of Yewtree Cottage, 
Ivy Hatch, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Sissonne British Cemetery, Sissonne, Aisne, France. Grave Ref: 6. 16. 
Commemorated on the Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent civic war memorial. 
Formerly Private, 6133, 1/7th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Drury family resided at Willmott Hill, Plaxtol, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 53 year old Rolvenden, Kent native 
Albert Alfred Drury, who was employed as a Farm Labourer. Percy has the sad 
distinction of being the sole other rank casualty recorded for the 2nd Battalion, 
Middlesex Regiment. Due to the fact that he was not an officer it has not been 
possible to find out how, where or when it was that he received the wounding 
from which he died, or where it was he was originally buried. The Aisne village of 
Sissonne was in German hands for virtually the whole of the Great War. The 
British Cemetery where Percy is now at rest was made after the Armistice by the 
concentration of graves from the nearby Chemin-des-Dames battlefield, and from 
a number of smaller burial grounds and German military cemeteries. A few of the 
casualties buried at the cemetery died in 1914, but the great majority like Percy 
lost their lives in 1918. 
 
HAYES, ROBERT WILLIAM. Rifleman, S/15923. 
11th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade. 
Attached to the 2nd Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps. 
Died Saturday 2 September 1916. Aged 25. 
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Born Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Kings Cross, Middlesex. 
Son of Mrs. L. E. Hayes of 2, Almshouses, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Serre Road Cemetery No 2, Somme, France. Grave Ref: V. E. 1.  
In/on ‘Soldiers Died in the Great War,’ Robert is recorded as having been killed in 
action which may or not be correct. At the time of his death, Robert was serving 
on attachment with the 2nd Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps, which had moved 
from Bécourt Wood to Mametz Wood on Saturday 26 August 1916 where it had 
been subjected to constant enemy fire for 5 days, prior to moving to the front line 
at High Wood near the Somme village of Longueval on Thursday 31 August. On 
the day that Robert died, the 2nd Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps successfully 
drove off an attack by enemy infantry at High Wood, during the course of which 
the battalion suffered surprisingly few casualties. 
 
HOLMAN, HAROLD. Serjeant, A/200330. 
11th (Service) Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps. 
Died Thursday 20 September 1917.  
Born Dunks Green, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of James Holman and Kate Holman. 
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panels 115 to 119 and 162A and 163A. 
Formerly Private, G/3311, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), and Serjeant, 6127, 
London Regiment. At the time of the 1901 census, the Holman family resided at 
Cold Harbour Cottages, Lympne, Hythe, Kent. Head of the house was 68 year 
old Wingham, Canterbury, Kent native James Holman, who was employed as a 
Farm Waggoner. On the above census the then 14 year old Harold was 
employed as a Farm Waggoners Mate, and his mother was recorded by the 
census enumerator as being a 36 year old native of Plaxtol, Kent. The action 
during the ‘Third battle of Ypres which was fought by the 20th (Light) Division to 
which Harold’s battalion belonged, was costly for the 11th (Service) Battalion, 
King’s Royal Rifle Corps due to a number of reasons. Although a lot of planning 
had gone into the attack by the 20th (Light) Division on Thursday 20 September 
1917, the division suffered several setbacks which were of significance, including 
the loss of Lieutenant-Colonel Theodore M. Rixon M.C. of the 8th (Service) 
Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps, who was amongst the officers that were killed 
when the 8th (Service) Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps, H.Q. received a direct 
hit from an enemy shell on the night leading up to the attack. At 0400 hours on 
Wednesday 19 September an intense artillery bombardment in the form of 
creeping, standing and smoke barrages were fired, in preparation for the 20th 
(Light) Division attack which commenced at 0540 hours on the day that Harold 
fell. To the east of Schreiboom (Langemarck) the enemy held a defensive 
position which was known as ‘Eagle Trench.’ It was unfortunate that the planners 
of the attack on ‘Eagle Trench’ were unaware of its unusual form of construction, 
as the actual trench complex ran between two solid embankments approximately 
8 feet high. Because the formation of the ground to be covered, and that the 
trench was known to be heavily defended, at 0540 (zero hour) 290 oil drums 
were fired at it. Unfortunately for the assaulting soldiers, the majority of the drums 
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fired overshot the intended target but effectively illuminated the area, and 
showed the trench defenders where the 20th (Light) Division personnel were as 
they advanced across no-mans-land. Having been held up at a number of points 
during the day, orders were issued for the attack to be continued at 1830 hours 
by which time the overall situation had become clear. Having been so successful 
during the morning, the artillery formations repeated the shelling of the German 
positions to be attacked in much the same way as earlier. A notable exception to 
the change in the artillery orders, was the substantial use of smoke shells that 
were fired at ‘Eagle Trench.’ The thinking behind the use of the smoke shells was 
to mask the German machine guns at the trench complex, as the assaulting 
infantry moved into position. It was later ascertained that the use of smoke shells 
had been a wise precaution, after it eventually became clear what a commanding 
position was afforded by ‘Eagle Trench.’ As is inevitably the case with plans in 
times of war, not everything went entirely to plan, including the use of the smoke 
shells. On the front of the 11th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade the smoke 
screen was ineffective, and the enemy machine gunners capitalized on the gap 
in the smoke. The 60th Brigade which included the 11th (Service) Battalion, 
King’s Royal Rifle Corps advanced on the right flank, and by 2115 hours had 
taken between 60 and 70 prisoners, despite which the north part of ‘Eagle 
Trench,’ immediately to the east of Schreiboom was proving difficult to capture as 
its defenders offered stiff resistance. Horace’s battalion gained a footing in the 
trench, but suffered 66 per cent casualties which had included 11 of the 16 
officers, and Horace was numbered amongst approximately 80 other ranks 
fatalities. By the end of  Thursday 20 September 1917, the Germans were still 
holding a salient in the centre of the 20th (Light) Divisional line, but overall the 
Allied advance had gained about 500 yards. Following his death, Harold was 
initially posted as ‘Missing,’ but the Army Council decided later that for official 
purposes it was assumed that he had died in Belgium on active service on or 
after 20 September 1917. 
 
INGRAM, FREDERICK ELLIS. Private, G/28771. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Thursday 8 August 1918. 
Born Bromley, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Mary Ingram of the Almshouses, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Dive Copse Cemetery, Sailly-le-Sec, Somme, France. Grave Ref: III. G. 3. 
Frederick also appears to be one of the Great War fallen who are 
commemorated in the parish church of St. Mary’s, St. Mary’s Platt, Borough 
Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
 
MARTIN, GEORGE STEPHEN. Private, 41443. 
11th (Service) Battalion, Suffolk Regiment.  
Died Wednesday 10 October 1917. Aged 19.  
Born Plaxtol, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Shipbourne, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. Rosa Martin of Lavender Terrace, Shipbourne, Tonbridge, Kent, and 
the late Stephen Martin. 
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Buried Dozinghem Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
Grave Ref: VIII. G. 1. 
Also commemorated on the Shipbourne, Tonbridge, Kent civic war memorial. 
Formerly Private, TR/9/6831, 26th Training Reserve Battalion. At the time of the 
1901 census, the Martin family resided at The Square, Hunton, Kent. Head of the 
house was 36 year old Tonbridge, Kent native Stephen Martin, who was 
employed as a Farm Waggoners Mate. 
 
MITCHELL, CALEB. Private, 605445. 
77th Prisoners of War Company, Labour Corps. 
Died Friday 14 February 1919. Aged 42. 
Born Wrotham, Kent. 
Son of George and Sarah Mitchell of Dunks Green, Tonbridge, Kent. 
Husband of Ellen Jemima Mitchell (née King) of 6, Church Road, Tovil, 
Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Les Baraques Military Cemetery, Sangatte, Pas de Calais, France. 
Grave Ref: VIII. C. 14A. 
Formerly Rifleman, 24617, 2nd Battalion, Rifle Brigade, and Private, 59610, 
Devonshire Regiment. At the time of the 1901 census, Caleb was recorded as 
being the head of the house at 8, Caistor Road, Tonbridge, Kent, and was a 
Grocer and an employer. Although Caleb is recorded as serving in the Labour 
Corps at the time of his demise, his headstone is engraved with the regimental 
badge of the Rifle Brigade. As was the case with many members of the corps 
who prior to being transferred to serve in the Labour Corps, usually as the result 
of being medically downgraded due to woundings, having been members of 
other regiments or corps, their headstones all have the badge of their old unit. 
 
PIPER, PETER. Private, G/8979. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Monday 3 July 1916. Aged 19. 
Born Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Borough 
Green, Sevenoaks, Kent 
Son of Henry Joel Piper of Crouch, Borough Green, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C, 
and on Great War memorial plaque which is located in the parish church of St. 
Mary’s, St. Mary’s Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Piper family resided at Plaxtol. Head of the 
house was45 year old  Heathfield, Sussex native Henry Joel Piper, who was 
employed as an Agricultural Labourer. His 47 year old wife Emma Piper was 
recorded by the census enumerator as being a native of Hadlow, Tonbridge, 
Kent. Peter’s brother 30 year old Joel Piper who was a native of Wrotham, Kent, 
fell on Sunday 26 September 1915, whilst serving in the 8th (Service) Battalion, 
Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), and is commemorated on the Loos 
Memorial, Pas de Calais, France, and is also like Peter remembered on the 
above memorial plaque at St. Mary’s Church, St. Mary’s Platt, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
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SAUNDERS, BERT. Private, G/394. 
"C" Company, 6th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Saturday 18 March 1916. Aged 28. 
Born Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Eccles, 
Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Horace and Ada Saunders of 7, Varne Street, Eccles, Maidstone, Kent.  
Husband of Eleanor Rose Carter (formerly Saunders), (née Anscomb) of 51, 
Torrington Road, South Ashford, Ashford, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 17, and on 
the Eccles, Maidstone, Kent civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Saunders family resided at Varne Street, 
Eccles, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 36 year old Aylesford, Kent 
native Horace Saunders, who was employed as a Cement Labourer. Bert 
enlisted in the army during August 1914, and he was posted to France on 1 June 
1915. In view of the events involving the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East 
Kent Regiment) during the ‘Battle of Loos 1915,’ and during the ‘Battle of the 
Somme’ the following year, it is not really surprising that the happenings effecting 
the battalion during the intervening period between those two battles, often only 
gets scant mention. The transcriber of these brief commemorations has almost 
certainly not been alone of being guilty when reading about the events regarding 
Bert’s battalion during March 1916, to be drawn, or more correctly probably 
fixated, on the heroism of Corporal William Cotter V.C., on Monday 6 March 1916 
near the Hohenzollern Redoubt. William being the sole recipient of a Victoria 
Cross awarded to a member of the regiment during the Great War, but of course 
like William, many other members of his battalion forfeited their lives that same 
month; including at least 33 other ranks on Saturday 18 March 1916, one of 
whom was Bert Saunders. In an attempt to add additional information at these 
brief commemorations, for the relatives of those who died serving in the regiment 
during the Great War, the transcriber has resorted to the use of various data 
sources, and as regards to the events of Saturday 18 March 1916 involving the 
6th (Service) Battalion, the relevant pages contained in ‘The History of the 12th 
(Eastern) Division in the Great War 1914-1918,’ which was edited by Major-
General Sir Arthur B. Scott, K.C.B., D.S.O., and compiled by P. Middleton 
Brumwell M.C., C.F. In addition to describing the fate of some of the 6th (Service) 
Battalion personnel, reference is also made regarding the loss of the divisional 
canteen when recording the days events in the book, which has been added here 
verbatim: - “On the 18th of March, at 5 p.m., the Germans opened up a violent 
bombardment on the craters, blew some mines and attacked. Vermelles was 
heavily shelled, and in two hours some 2,000 shells fell in its vicinity. One, 
unfortunately, hit the divisional canteen, and biscuits, chocolate, cake and 
cigarettes went sky high. A barrage was placed on our communications as far 
back as Annequin and Noyelles, a large number of lachrymose shells being 
used. The minenwerfers did much damage to the craters and front line defences. 
All communication wires were cut, and initiative passed to the lower commanders 
and frequently to non-commisioned officers. On the right of the line, held by the 
6th Buffs, the garrisons of Nos. 1 and 2 and “A” craters were all killed or buried, 
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and confusion rendered worse by the fact that West Face and the top end of 
Saville Row, Saps 9 and 9a, had been filled in by the debris from the explosions. 
The Germans seized the craters, and our counter-attack was delayed until these 
saps were cleared. Eventually three companies of the 6th Royal West Kent 
delivered a counter-attack ad regained the near lips of these craters. The 7th 
East Surrey were holding the left of the line, and here “C” crater was blown up, 
and the Germans rushed “B” and No.4, and for some time held Sap 12 and 
Russian Sap, penetrating to Sticky Trench. Company-Sergt-Major Palmer and 
three others appear to have been all that were left of the garrison of “C” crater 
after the explosion. They continued bombing and firing until driven back to “B,” 
and thence to No.4, and finally out of that. A very gallant counter-attack by a 
party of the 7th East Surrey, led by Captain Scott, bombed the enemy out of 
No.4, and established posts overlooking “B,” somewhat restoring the position in 
this sector. Meanwhile blocks had been established in Sap 12 and Russian Sap, 
and by 9.25 p.m. these positions had been consolidated. No.3 crater had been 
held throughout the attack. At 3.15 a.m. on the 19th inst, some of the 6th 
Queen’s, under captain Cannon, regained the near lips of “B” and “C” craters, but 
had to withdraw from the latter at daylight.” When the 6th (Service) Battalion, The 
Buffs (East Kent Regiment) was later withdrawn from the sector for a period of 
rest, it did so near the small town of Lillers which is located about eleven miles 
north west of Bethune, and where the town Communal Cemetery is the final 
resting place of Corporal William Cotter V.C. Following Bert’s death he was 
initially posted as ‘Missing,’ but later the Army Council made the decision that for 
official purposes, it could be assumed that he had died on or since Saturday 18 
March 1916. Following the above decision taken by the Army Council, Bert’s 
widow Eleanor was informed of same. Eleanor subsequently married William H. 
Carter, their marriage being registered in the Malling, Kent Registration District 
during the third quarter of 1918. Eleanor’s death at the age of 66, was registered 
in the Ashford, Kent Registration District during the fourth quarter of 1956. 
 
WRAIGHT, WILLIAM. Private 34774,  
7th (Extra Reserve) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment).  
Died Sunday 29 April 1917.  Aged 26.  
Born Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent, Resided Shipbourne, 
Tonbridge, Kent.  
Son of Mr. Wraight of Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Husband of Annie Wraight of High Street, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, Arras, 
Pas de Calais, France. Bay 3, and on the Shipbourne, Tonbridge, Kent, civic war 
memorial. William was numbered amongst the 17 other ranks serving in the 7th 
(Extra Reserve) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) who lost 
their lives on Sunday 29 April 1917. William is the only casualty of the 17 who is 
shown in/on ‘Soldiers Died in the Great War,’ as having Died, as opposed to 
being killed in action or died of wounds, which would tend to suggest that he 
either died at a medical facility or with his battalion, despite which he has no 
known grave. Possibly his grave had been lost during later shelling or similar. 
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The Second World War 
1939 – 1945 

 
BAILEY , DOROTHY FRANCES JOAN. Leading Aircraftwoman, 445195. 
Womens Auxiliary Air Force. 692 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Saturday 13 May 1944. Aged 21. 
Daughter of Albert Harry Bailey and Frances Jane Bailey of Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, 
Kent. 
Buried Plaxtol Churchyard, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Dorothy’s death was recorded in the St. Neots, Huntingdonshire, Registration 
District during the second quarter of 1944, at which time she was serving at  
R.A.F. Graveley. Dorothy was a sister of Sydney Bailey who is the next casualty 
briefly commemorated below. 692 Squadron, Royal Air Force was formed on 
Saturday 1 January 1944 at R.A.F. Graveley, Huntingdonshire, as a light bomber 
unit in No.8 Group. Equipped with Mosquitoes it formed part of the Light Night 
Striking Force, and was the first squadron to carry 4,000 lb bombs in Mosquitoes.  
 
BAILEY , SYDNEY ARTHUR JAMES. Sergeant (Air Gunner) 1332267. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 12 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Wednesday 26 May 1943. Aged 21. 
Son of Albert Harry Bailey and Frances Jane Bailey of Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, Kleve, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany.  
Grave Ref: 5. D. 11. 
Commemorated in the 12 Squadron, Royal Air Force, Book of Remembrance.  
Sydney was serving as the mid upper turret gunner on Lancaster bomber No. 
ED967  PH-F, which was being flown by 24 year old Flight Sergeant (Pilot), 
Robert James Steele, R.A.F. of Wednesbury, Staffordshire, when it took off from 
R.A.F. Wickenby near Langworth, Lincolnshire, at 0037hours on Wednesday 26 
May 1943. The Lancaster was in a force of 759 Royal Air Force Bomber 
Command aircraft which was comprised of 323 Lancasters, 169 Halifaxes, 142 
Wellingtons, 113 Stirlings, and 12 Mosquitoes, which were taking part on the city 
of Düsseldorf, Germany. Over the target area, two layers of cloud and decoy fires 
caused widely spread bombing during the raid which had commenced at about 
0200 hours. German records reported that Lancaster bomber ED967  PH-F had 
been brought down by flak, when it crashed at Ratingen, and that all seven crew 
on the bomber were killed. All of the crew were taken to the Nordfriedhof at 
Düsseldorf for burial by the German authorities on Thursday 27 May 1943. 
Following the cessation of hostilities all of the crew of the Lancaster have been 
re-interred in the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery. Reichswald Forest War 
Cemetery was created after the Second World War when burials were brought in 
from all over western Germany and is the largest Commonwealth cemetery in the 
country. Having taken part in the key bombing operation against Dortmund, 
German on the night of 23/24 May 1943, Lancaster bomber ED967  PH-F had 
only 22 hours recorded flying time prior to being lost during the bombing raid on 
the city of Düsseldorf. 
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DAY, IAN P. Third Radio Officer. 
Merchant Navy, M.V. Edwy R. Brown (London). 
Died Tuesday 18 February 1941. Aged 18. 
Son of Ralph E. Day and Beatrice Irene Day (née Ewbank). 
Commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial, London. Panel 37. 
Ian’s birth was recorded in the Dartford, Kent, Registration District during the first 
quarter of 1921. Which is the same R.D. that his parents’ marriage was recorded 
during the first quarter of 1920. At the time of Ian’s death he was serving on the 
10,455 ton motor tanker Edwy R. Brown, which was owned by Oriental Tankers 
Ltd (Standard Transport Co Ltd), of Hong Kong. En-route from Aruba to 
Liverpool via Halifax, Nova Scotia, on the day of Ian’s death, commanded by 56 
year old Master, Andrew Chalmers, of Corstorphine, Edinburgh, the Edwy R. 
Brown was a straggler from convoy HX-107 when she was hit amidships by one 
torpedo fired from the German U-Boat U-103 during bad weather when she was 
approximately 100 miles to the southeast of Iceland. The U-boat had missed the 
zigzagging tanker with a first torpedo at 0615 hours. The ship continued after 
being hit and only stopped after two more torpedoes struck her behind the bridge 
at 0640 hours and set the tanker on fire. The Germans observed how the crew 
abandoned ship in two lifeboats and waited for the ship to sink, but she remained 
afloat even after being struck amidships by a fourth torpedo at 0758 hours. 35 
year old U-boat ‘ace’ Korvettenkapitän, Viktor Schütze commanding the U-103, 
gave up further attacks on the stricken tanker when a coup de grâce fired at 0833 
hours failed to detonate and left the burning wreck in a sinking condition. The 
entire ships compliment comprised of her Master, 47 crew members and 2 
D.E.M.S. gunners were all lost, having abandon ship in two of the ships lifeboats 
they were never found. 
 
HICKMOTT, ERNEST. Gunner, 1107763. 
1 Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery. 
Died Wednesday 22 July 1942. Aged 33. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Hickmott. 
Husband of Mary Helena Hickmott (née James) of Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried El Alamein War Cemetery, Egypt. Grave Ref: XII. J. 11. 
At the commencement of the Second World War the 1 Regiment, Royal Horse 
Artillery was based at Bulford, Wiltshire, in 1 Support Group. From Thursday 21 
September 1939 the regiment served with the British Expeditionary Force as part 
of the 51st (Highland) Division, which had included taking part in the fighting at 
Saint-Valery-en-Caux, where in company with other units of the division, the 
regiment was captured after severe fighting, and surrendered with French troops 
to the German force commanded by Irwin Rommel on Wednesday 12 June1940. 
Some the batteries of the regiment managed to escape after the evacuation of 
the British Expeditionary Force. The regiment was reformed in the United 
Kingdom and deployed to Egypt in December 1940. The most notable actions 
that the 1 Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery took part in during its time in North 
Africa were those during the Siege of Tobruk. As part of the 8th Army all the 



 

 44 

batteries fought during the fierce fighting just before El Alamein, and then during 
the First Battle of El Alamein from Wednesday 1 July 1942 to Monday 27 July 
1942, and the Second Battle of El Alamein from Friday 23 October 1942 to 
Wednesday 11 November 1942. Following the Second Battle of El Alamein the 
regiment was withdrawn to refit, and took no further part in the actions fought in 
the Western Desert Campaign. Following Ernest’s death at which time it was in 
the 4 Armoured Brigade Group, the 1 Regiment, Royal Horse Artillery later fought 
in Syria, Palestine, North Africa, and Italy. By June 1945 the regiment was 
serving in Italy at Allied Forces H.Q. 
 
LIDSTONE, FRANCIS JOHN. Private, 6345571. 
4th Battalion, Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment. 
Died Monday 23 October 1943. Aged 29. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of William Lidstone and Jane Helen Lidstone (née Jones). 
Buried Calcutta (Bhowanipore) Cemetery, India. Grave Ref: Plot L. Grave 98. 
Pre war member of the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment. 
 
MAXTED, J. Best match appears to be the following casualty:- 
MAXTED, JACK. Assistant Cook, 263390. 
Naval Auxiliary Personnel (Merchant Navy), H.M.S. Dasher. 
Died Saturday 27 March 1943. Aged 17. 
Son of Fredrick John Maxted and Rosemary Maxted. 
Commemorated on the Liverpool Naval Memorial. Panel 10, Column 2. 
H.M.S. Dasher was built at Sun Shipbuilding, Chester. Pennsylvania., U.S.A., 
and laid down as the U.S. mercantile vessel ‘Rio de Janeiro.’ She was converted 
to an escort carrier on Saturday 12 April 1941 and named BAVG-5, after which 
she was transferred to the Royal Navy on her completion, and was 
commissioned Wednesday 1 July 1942. She was basically similar to the ‘Archer’ 
Class, but differed sufficiently to be regarded as a separate class. All in her class 
were converted in the U.S.A. from mercantile hulls. When the H.M.S Avenger 
and H.M.S Biter first arrived in the United Kingdom they went immediately into 
dockyard hands to have their flight-decks lengthened by 42 feet, to allow 
Swordfish aircraft to take off with a full load of weapons and fuel. H.M.S. Dasher 
supported the North African landings in November 1942. This was the last time 
that the Sea Hurricane was used during ‘Operation Torch,’ the amphibious 
assault on North Africa. Sea Hurricanes of 800 and 801 squadron flew off of 
H.M.S. Biter, while H.M.S. Dasher carried Sea Hurricanes of 835 squadron. The 
Sea Hurricanes were very successful in protecting the beachheads against the 
French, with five Dewoitine D.520s being shot down, and a further 47 aircraft 
destroyed on the ground. Once the invasion had taken hold, the carriers 
withdrew, leaving the job of air cover to the R.A.F. and the U.S.A.A.F. 
Subsequently H.M.S. Dasher was destroyed by an accidental aviation fuel 
explosion in the river Clyde, off the Isle of Arran, Scotland on Saturday 27 March 
1943, resulting in the deaths of 379 sailors including Jack.  
 



 

 45 

WATKINS, GEORGE HENRY. Private, T/74642. 
Royal Army Service Corps. 
Died Thursday 14 October 1943. Aged 35. 
Born and resided Monmouthshire, Wales. 
Buried Thanbyuzayat War Cemetery, Myanmar. Grave Ref: B6. P. 16. 
 

Post Second World War 
 
HALL , EDWARD FRANCIS. Sergeant (Navigator), 1811909. 
Royal Air Force. C Flight, 275 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Thursday 15 December 1955. Aged 31. 
Born Saturday 12 May 1934. 
Buried Plaxtol Churchyard, Plaxtol, Sevenoaks, Kent. Grave Ref: Grave 73. 
Commemorated at the National Memorial Arboretum, Croxall Road, Alrewas, 
Lichfield, Staffordshire, and on the Rolls of Honour of the Royal Air Force in the 
Church of St. Clement Danes, The Strand London WC2, which is the Central 
Church of the Royal Air Force. 
On Thursday 15 December 1955, R.A.F. Leuchars, Fife, Scotland, based Bristol 
Sycamore HR14 helicopter XG501, of C Flight, 275 Squadron, Royal Air Force 
was crewed by 33 year old Flight Sergeant Percy Albert Beart who was the Pilot, 
and Edward serving as the Navigator, when it took off from R.A.F. Leuchars at 
0935 hours to perform a sea winching exercise, combined with delivering mail at 
the Bell Rock lighthouse. At approximately 1000hours, the helicopter's tail rotor 
struck the anemometer on the top of the lighthouse, and as a result the impact 
the Bristol Sycamore crashed into the sea. The incident was witnessed by a 
second R.A.F. helicopter which immediately transmitted a distress call and flew 
to the scene of the crash. In response to the distress signal, four aircraft, a 
further two Sycamore helicopters from R.A.F. Leuchars, in addition to which 
No.1112 MCU at R.A.F. Tayport, Fife responded and despatched R.A.F. Rescue 
Launch’s No. 361 and No. 365 to the scene of the accident. At approximately 
1400 hours the Coastguards informed the Life Boat Station at Anstruther, Fife, 
that R.A.F. Rescue Launch 361 had picked Edward who was badly injured, and 
requested the immediate attendance of a Doctor. Responding to the call for a 
Doctor, the Anstruther lifeboat the ‘James and Ruby Jackson’ was dispatched 
with a Doctor onboard her. ‘The James and Ruby Jackson’ met R.A.F. Rescue 
Launch 361 off the coast of Crail, where the Doctor and a lifeboat crew member 
went onboard, following which the launch went at full throttle to Anstruther where 
an ambulance was waiting for Edward, and she arrived at Anstruther at about 
1500 hours, but by that time Edward had sadly succumbed to his injuries. 
Regretably the body of Percy Beart was not recovered. The lighthouse was 
damaged, including the loss of its light, but its keepers remained uninjured. Due 
to the bad weather which prevailed, the lighthouse could not be repaired until 
after Tuesday 20 December, by which time weather conditions had improved 
sufficiently which permitted the delivery of supplies.  
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The following Plaxtol photographs are a combination of those taken by Neil R. 
Clark in 2004, by Susan F. in 2009, and the much earlier sepia photographs 
which were very kindly provided for inclusion here by Mrs. Christine Simmonds. 
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