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The Great War

1914 -1919

ANDREWS, ALBERT. As commemorated in the parish church of St. Catherine,
Faversham is probably the following local British army casualty:-

ANDREWS, GEORGE ALBERT. Private, 57150.

18th (Service) Battalion, (2nd Glamorgan), Welsh Regiment.

Died Sunday 24 November 1917.

Born and resided Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of John Andrews of 5 Rose Terrace, Preston, Faversham, Kent.
Commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, Nord, France. Panel 7.
Formerly Private, G/8714, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). When George
enlisted in the army at Canterbury, Kent, on 20 November 1915 for the duration
of the war, he was aged 24 years and 245 days, employed as a General
Labourer, and resided at the above address. After serving in The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment), George was transferred to the 9th (Service) Battalion, Welsh
Regiment on 1 September 1916. On 5 June 1917, George was posted to the
17th (Service) Battalion, Welsh Regiment, and on 7 July 1917 he was transferred
to the 18th (Service) Battalion, (2nd Glamorgan), Welsh Regiment. George
served with the British Expeditionary Force from 2 July 1916 until 4 December
1916, and then was evacuated back to England onboard the London, Brighton
and South Coast Railway Company, cross channel ship “Brighton,” which was in
use as a Hospital Ship, after being wounded in his shoulder on 23 November. On
11 June 1917, George returned to France where he then remained until the date
of his death. Initially, George had been posted as missing in action, but on 19
November 1919, for official purposes he was “Regarded as having died at a
place not stated, on or since 24 November 1917.” On 24 June 1916, whilst
serving in “C” Company, 9th (Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment), George made a Will leaving all of his property to his brother; Ernest
John Andrews of 17, Belmont Road, Faversham, Kent, who was also the
recipient of George’s medals, Memorial Plaque and Scroll.

BEACH, HENRY GEORGE. Civilian casualty.

Died Sunday 2 April 1916. Aged 18.

Buried Faversham Borough Cemetery, Love Lane, Ladydene, Whitstable Road,
Faversham, Kent.

Grave Ref: Explosive Loading Company, Ltd. Collective grave. Position G-067.
Henry is commemorated in the parish church of St. Catherine, Preston,
Faversham, Kent, devoid of his first Christian name and as such he is
remembered as being George Beach. Victim of the explosion at 1420 hours on
Sunday 2 April 1916, when 109 people lost their lives at the works of the Cotton
Powder Company and the Explosives Loading Company, which was located at
Uplees on the Swale near Faversham. Henry was laid to rest in the mass grave
at love Lane on Thursday 6 April 1916, during the well attended joint funerals of
the ‘Great Explosion’ victims.



BRENCHLEY, ALLAN. Rifleman, A/204048.

2nd Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps.

Died Wednesday 25 September 1918.

Born Preston-next-Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent. Resided Brixton
Hill, Surrey.

Commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 9.
Formerly 5/2/015565, Royal Army Service Corps. At the time of the 1901 census,
Allan was employed as a Baker, and resided at the Faversham Union
Workhouse. Aged 7 on the 1891 census, Allen had resided as a lodger at the
home of 54 year old Selling, Faversham native, Thomas Bramble who was a
Brickyard Labourer. The other member of the household was 28 year old Agnes
Brenchley who was born at Faversham, and was employed as a Charwomen. It
would seem likely that Agnes was Allan’s mother, and it would appear to be the
case that Allan was illegitimate, as Agnes was recorded on the 1871 census as
residing with her mother; Ann Brenchley at London Road, Preston-next-
Faversham, Kent.

BRUNGER, HENRY THOMAS. Private, G/12992.

7th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Saturday 29 September 1917.

Born Boughton-under-Blean, Faversham, Kent. Resided Faversham, Kent.
Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Jemima Brunger (née King) of 5, Park Road, Faversham, Kent, and
of the late Edward Brunger.

Buried Nine Elms British Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: II. D. 7.

Commemorated in the parish church of St. Mary of Charity, Faversham, Kent.
Formerly 2791, Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles. At the time of the 1901 census,
the Brunger family resided at Dunkirk, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was
44 year old Dunkirk native Edward Brunger, who was an own account Hurdle
Maker. Aged 24 and 4 months, Henry enlisted for the duration of the war in the
Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles at Canterbury, Kent on 31 May 1915, at which
time he stated that his home address was at 5, Park Road, Faversham, Kent.
Initially, Henry served in the 3/1st Royal East Kent Yeomanry, until 7 July 1915
when he was transferred to the 2/1st Royal East Kent Yeomanry. Although as a
civiian Henry had been a Butcher, in view of Faversham’ s long standing
connections in the manufacture of explosives, it was somewhat apt that part of
his army service was carried out at Nobel's Explosive Company Limited,
Stenson, Ayrshire, Scotland. At noon on 1 July 1916, armed with a railway
warrant Henry finished his time at Nobel’'s and returned to Canterbury. Having
been examined for foreign Service on 12 September 1916, on 21 September
1916, Henry embarked for service in France, and the following day he arrived at
the 38 Infantry Base Depot, Etaples, Pas de Calais. Having been transferred to
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on 11 October 1916, Henry retained his
Yeomanry rates of pay. Only eleven days after being transferred to The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment), Henry was wounded in action.



COLEMAN, JOHN DIXON. Rifleman, 9472.

1st/5th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade).

Died Monday 3 May 1915. Aged 20.

Born Ospringe, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided City of London.

Son of Minnie Coleman (née Reeves) of 3, Station Road, Faversham, Kent, and
the late William Pearson Coleman.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 52.
On 25 April 1915 whilst fighting in Belgium, John’s battalion moved to St. Jean
via Vlamertinghe and later went forward to Wieltje, and the following day it
arrived in positions on the Wieltje-Fortuin road at 0145 hours. At dusk the same
day a move was made by the battalion, which resulted in it being located
approximately 600 yards to the south-east of Fortuin, where it then dug-in. Whilst
in the new position, at about 1700 hours on Sunday 2 May under the cover of
very heavy shellfire and gas, the enemy attacked. The Germans attacked from a
position behind the Haanebeek stream, where they dug-in some 300 yards away,
but on the left of their line of attack they managed to get much closer using
nearby houses for cover. The war diary entry of the 1st/5th (City of London)
Battalion, London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade) for 2/3 May 1915, records
casualties as being very heavy, especially on the right where the ground was
more exposed. The battalion was eventually order to withdraw during the night of
Monday 3 May, and after moving through Wieltje via Elverdinghe Chéateau, the
battalion then bivouacked in woods behind Vlamertinghe. Casualties to the
battalion for the period from 25 April to 4 May 1915 amounted to 16 officers and
392 other ranks.

GOODBAN, STANLEY VALENTINE. Private, 235387.

2nd/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, East Lancashire Regiment.

Died Thursday 4 October 1917.

Born Boughton-under-Blean, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.
Resided Throwley, Faversham, Kent.

Son of Thomas and Jane Elizabeth Goodban (née Goodsell).

Buried Cement House Cemetery, Langemark-Poelkapelle, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Grave Ref: I. F. 7.

Formerly Private, 3385, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Also commemorated in the parish church of St. Michael & All Angels, Throwley,
Faversham, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Goodban family resided at Church Cottages,
Boughton-under-Blean, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 38 year old
Wingham, Canterbury, Kent native Thomas Goodban, who was employed as a
Farm Waggoner. As Stanley was recorded by the census enumerator as being
only 1 year old when the census was taken on the night of 31 March 1901, it
would almost certainly have been indicative that at the time of his enlistment in
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), he was underage.

JENKINS, ROBERT. Private. Unfortunately it has not been possible at this time
to positively identify this casualty for commemoration here.



KEMPSTER, ALBERT ERNEST. Ordinary Signalman, J/30263.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Black Prince.

Died Wednesday 31 May 1916. Aged 18.

Born Faversham, Kent 28 May 1898.

Son of William Henry and Annie Maria Kempster (née Bailey) of 6, Rose Terrace,
Preston Village, Faversham, Kent.

Commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Panel 15.

At the time of her loss, Albert's ship had been commanded by 43 year old
Captain Thomas P. Bonham, R. N. who was the son of the late Admiral Charles
Wright Bonham, R.N. During the Battle of Jutland, the cruiser H.M.S. Black
Prince which, at the first meeting of the two main fleets had followed her flagship,
H.M.S. Defence into action, and been roughly handled at the time that H.M.S.
Defence had been blown up and H.M.S. Warrior disabled, had been left behind
by the Grand Fleets turn to the southward after deployment. For some reason
which will never be known, she was still at this time far astern of and out of touch
with the British fleet; but when a line of battleships was dimly seen ahead, it was
no doubt thought that they were the British squadrons, and course was altered to
close them. At a bare half-mile range, the German recognition signal flashed out.
Captain Bonham, swung his ship away in a desperate effort to escape, but it was
too late. In the German battleship Thuringen the same deadly efficient night
action procedure that had been displayed at the head of the line went into play.
Brilliantly lit by six searchlights, Albert’s ship was raked from stern to stem by a
tornado of shells and lay a helpless wreck before she could even fire a shot in
reply. As she drifted down the German line, ship after ship opened up on her,
Thuringen, Ostfriesland, Nassau and, finally, as the fleet flagship Friedrich der
Grosse, added her quota, H.M.S. Black Prince met the same end as H.M.S.
Defence, blowing up with a tremendous explosion, and vanishing with all hands.

It would appear that on the Great War memorial plaque in St. Catherine’s church,
the following casualty commemorated as ARTHUR LINKIN, has been done so
with the wrong surname, and is in fact the following local Faversham casualty.
LINKINS, ARTHUR. Private, G/7666.

10th (Service) Battalion, (Battersea),The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment).
Died Friday 15 September 1916.

Born Boughton-under-Blean, Kent. Enlisted and resided Faversham, Kent.

Son of Daniel and Cleopatra Linkins (née Wright) of Copton Cottages, Ashford
Road, Faversham, Kent.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 5 D and 6 D.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Linkins family resided at Rose Terrace,
Preston Village, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 39 year old Wye,
Ashford, Kent native Daniel Linkins, who was employed as an Agricultural
Labourer. When Arthur enlisted at Faversham ‘For the Duration of the War’ on
Monday 6 December 1915, he stated that he was aged 24 years and 60 days,
employed as a Horseman, and residing with his parents at the above address.
On the completion of his basic training with the 9th (Reserve) Battalion, The



Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment), Arthur was posted on Saturday 4 March
1916 to the 10th (Service) Battalion of his regiment, which was stationed at
Stanhope Lines, Aldershot, Hampshire. Raised in June 1915 the 10th (Service)
Battalion, (Battersea) The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment underwent
almost a whole year in training prior to going to the Western Front. Having left
Aldershot on Friday 5 May 1916 aboard three trains which arrived at
Southampton later the same day, the battalion which was commanded by
Lieutenant Colonel R. Oakley then sailed for the French port of Harve, arriving
the following day. From Harve the battalion left by train for Steenbecque, from
Steenbecque the battalion marched to Outtersteene, Bailleul, Nord, later moving
back to Steenbecque and took up position in the Ploegsteert, Comines-
Warneton, Hainaut area of Belgium where the battalions first casualties occurred.
Most of the battalions’ locations were in an area on the French/Belgium border
for many months which the prime reason the battalion never played a part in the
earliest actions of the Battle of the Somme 1916. Around the middle of August
1916 a succession of moves were made by Arthur's battalion, initially to
Notteboom, then via Pont-Rémy a move was made to Buigny I'Abbé were
several days were spent, after which another move was undertaken to the
Dernancourt, Somme area by way of Longpré les Amiens. Eventually the
battalion camped about half a mile to the north of Méaulte to the south of the
town of Albert on Saturday 9 September 1916. From the camp at Méaulte the
battalion went to the Pommiers Redoubt on Wednesday 13 September, and from
there to trenches located to the north east of Delvile Wood. Two days after
occupying the trenches the battalion was involved in an attack undertaken in
conjunction the other three battalions which made constituted their (124th
Infantry Brigade), they being the 21st Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps, and
the 26th and 32 nd Battalion’s, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). Initially
little resistance was experienced during the day of the attack which had got
under way at zero hour 0620 hours, with a position called Switch Trench being
captured by 0700 hours, and only a mere hour an hour later part of Flers Trench
also fell to the four assaulting battalion’s, by 0850 hours the capture of the that
trench complex was completed in unison with the taking of Flers Avenue, to
cement their successes later enemy counter attacks were all repulsed.
Confirmation of the successful outcome was given by Lieutenant Colonel R.
Oakley to the rear echelon at about 1900 hours when he arrived back for
treatment for his wounds, at which time he also reported that his battalion had
sustained huge casualties throughout the day, and that in his opinion probably
only about 50 all ranks were not casualties. Reading through documents
appertaining to the battalion relating to the action involving the capture and
holding on to them prior to being withdrawn on Tuesday 19 September, they all
bear out the battalions Commanding Officers estimate regarding casualties. In
excess of 300 had been casualties and of their number almost 70 had either
been killed in action or died of wounds over the three days of 15 & 17
September, regrettably and probably inevitably others succumbed to their
wounds inflicted over the same two days over quiet a long time span after being
evacuated the front the line of the Somme. Arthur is known to have been



wounded during the days events of Friday 15 September 1916, and he was
initially posted as ‘Missing,” but for official purposes he was assumed to have
died the same day. Mention should be made of the fact that at the time of the
1891 census, which was only a few months prior to Arthur’'s birth, Daniel and
Cleopatra Linkins resided at Hickmans Green, Boughton-under-Blean,
Faversham, Kent, where it would seem likely that Arthur was born.

LUCKHURST, ARTHUR RICHARD. Private, 10764.

4th Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment.

Died Monday 10 May 1915.

Born Boughton-under-Blean, Faversham, Kent. Resided Preston, Faversham,
Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Henry Luckhurst of 4, Rose Terrace, Preston, Faversham, Kent, and the
late Jane Luckhurst.

Buried Redoubt Cemetery, Helles, Turkey. Grave Ref: XII. D. 1.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Luckhurst family resided at Tile Cottage,
Preston, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 60 year old Boughton-under-
Blean native Henry Luckhurst, who was a widower and employed as an
Agricultural Labourer. The census enumerator recorded Arthur as being 16 years
of age, and employed as a Blacksmith’s Hammerman. Arthur was posted to the
Balkan war theatre on 25 April 1915. It would appear that the death of Arthur’'s
late mother, who was a native of Chilham, Kent and who possibly had the
maiden name Cox, was registered in the Faversham, Kent Registration District
during the second quarter of 1894.

MILLEN, ALBERT. Private, G/21832.

10th (Service) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment).

Died Saturday 24 February 1917. Aged 27.

Born and resided Boughton-under-Blean, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Faversham,
Kent.

Son of William and Emma Millen.

Husband of Mrs. Amy Louisa Millen (née Dixon) of Stalisfield Green, Faversham,
Kent.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 12,
and in the parish church of St. Mary of Charity, Faversham, Kent.

Formerly Private, 24557, Northamptonshire Regiment. Unfortunately Albert’s
medals for his service in The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment) were
eroniously engraved with his surname spelt MILLER. At the time of the 1901
census, the Millen family resided at Colkins, Boughton-under-Blean, Faversham,
Kent. Head of the house was 46 year old Lenham, Maidstone, Kent native
William Millen, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Albert’'s mothers’
maiden name was probably Boorman.



MILLGATE, WILLIAM. Lance Corporal, G/12974.

"A" Company, 7th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Saturday 18 November 1916. Aged 21.

Born and resided Preston, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of William James and Eliza Millgate (née Marsh) of 124, St. Mary's Road,
Faversham, Kent.

Buried Stump Road Cemetery, Grandcourt, Somme, France. Grave Ref: B. 90.
Commemorated in the parish church of St. Mary of Charity, Faversham, Kent.
Formerly Private, 2029, Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles. At the time of the 1901
census, the Millgate family resided at 140, St. Marys Road, Preston, Faversham,
Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Boughton-under-Blean, Faversham,
Kent native William James Millgate, who was employed as a Brewers Drayman.
William enlisted in the Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles at Canterbury, Kent for
four years on Monday 21 September 1914, and was attested to the 2/1st Royal
East Kent Yeomanry. On Tuesday 29 June 1915, William was appointed an
unpaid Lance Corporal, and shortly afterwards he was made an Acting Corporal
on Friday 16 July 1915. On Thursday 21 September 1916, William arrived at a
Base Depot in France, at which time he reverted to a Private on being transferred
to the 4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). On
Wednesday 11 October 1916, William was transferred to the 7th (Service)
Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), whilst still retaining his Yeomanry
rates of pay and on 2 November 1916 William was appointed an unpaid Lance
Corporal. When William had enlisted in the Yeomanry, the Recruiting Officer who
had had carried out his Primary Military Examination, and had judged fit for
service in the Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles, was Second Lieutenant Philip
A.G.D. Sassoon M.P. (1888-1939), who later became Sir Philip Sassoon, P.C.,
G.B.E., C.M.G., M.P., Private Secretary to Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig 1915-
1918. Between 1924 and 1929, and again between 1931 and 1937, he was the
Under Secretary of State for Air. In 1938 he was made the First Secretary of
State for Works. Sir Philip became the Honoury Air Commodore of No. 601
(County of London) Squadron, Auxiliary Air Force. Philip Sassoon served as the
Member of Parliament for Hythe, Kent between 1913 and until his death, and
was a cousin of the poet Siegfried Sassoon C.B.E., M.C.

NEWMAN, ERNEST HENRY. Gunner, 77730.

"A" Battery, 48th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died Sunday 14 April 1918. Aged 23.

Born and enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Thomas Stephen and Rosetta Newman (née Eldridge) of 3, Preston
Place, Chapel Street, Faversham, Kent.

Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: XXIX. G. 2.
Commemorated in the parish church of St. Mary of Charity, Faversham, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Newman family resided at Gravel Castle,
Barham, Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 33 year old Barham native
Thomas Stephen Newman, who was employed as a Bricklayer. Ernest was the
brother of the next casualty who is briefly commemorated below.



NEWMAN, REGINALD CHARLES. Private, D/8999.

6th Dragoon Guards (Carabiniers).

Died Monday 1 April 1918. Aged 24.

Born Barham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Faversham, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Rosetta Newman (née Eldridge) of 3, Preston Place, Chapel Street,
Faversham, Kent.

Commemorated on the Poziéres Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 2, and in the
parish church of St. Mary of Charity, Faversham, Kent.

Reginald was posted to France on 24 November 1914, at which time he was
serving in the 3rd (Prince of Wales) Dragoon Guards.

O'BRIEN, WILLIAM DONOUGH. Major.

3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Connaught Rangers, attached to the 20th (Service)
Battalion, (5th City) Manchester Regiment.

Died Wednesday 7 June 1916. Aged 35.

Born Preston, Faversham, Kent 5 September 1880.

Son of Lieutenant-Colonel (Retd) Donatus O'Brien (Royal Engineers), and of
Mrs. Annie Catherine O'Brien (née Rigden).

Husband of Ines R. O’Brien of “Cratloe,” Faversham, Kent.

Buried Corbie Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: Plot 1. Row A. Grave 11.

It would seem likely that the O'Brien family had only moved to Faversham around
the time of William’s birth, as at the time of the 1881 census when he was only 7
months old, his three sisters aged 4, 3, and 1 were all natives of Woolwich, Kent.
William was posted to France on Monday 8 November 1915. Four years younger
that William, was his brother Arthur Lucius O'Brien who was born in Jamaica. Of
local Faversham interest is that William’s former home was later the residence of
Jasper Beale Neame (1904-1961), who was the elder son of Harry Neame, and
was chairman of the Brewers, Shepherd Neame from 1941 to 1961. Jasper
served as the Mayor of Faversham from 1946 to 1949, and who was the High
Sheriff of Kent for 1955.

ROOK, SON. As commemorated in St. Catherine’s church, no matching CWGC
trace has been established for this casualty, who was a Private.

Son’s birth was registered in the Faversham, Kent, Registration District during
the last quarter of 1898. At the time of the 1901 census, the Rook family resided
at Preston Village, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 33 year old
Boughton-under-Blean, Faversham, Kent native William Rook, who was
employed as a Bricklayer. The census enumerator recorded SON as having the
Christian name SONNIE.

ROOK, STANLEY HAMLET. Private, G/25480.

8th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Thursday 4 October 1917.

Born Boughton-under-Blean, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son Rook was the son of William Henry and Eliza Elizabeth Rook (née Ing).
Buried Tincourt New British Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: II. C. 18.
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SAMSON, HORACE. As commemorated in the parish church of St. Catherine, is
probably the following local Royal Navy casualty.

SAMSON, WILLIAM HORACE. Leading Stoker, 182954.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Pathfinder.

Died Saturday 5 September 1914. Aged 36.

Born Preston, Kent 27 March 1878.

Son of Charles and Maria Samson of Faversham, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 4, as shown above.
H.M.S. Pathfinder was a 2,900 ton Pathfinder Scout Class cruiser which was built
by Cammell Laird & Co Ltd at Birkenhead. She was launched on 16 July 1904
and commissioned on 18 July 1905. At the time of the start of the Great War
H.M.S. Pathfinder was the leader of the 8th Destroyer Flotilla based at Rosyth,
Scotland. On Saturday 5 September 1914 and running short of coal, H.M.S.
Pathfinder was only making 5 knots at the time of her loss, which was at
approximately 1630 hours when she was torpedoed and sunk in the North Sea
off St. Abbs Head, Berwickshire, Scotland, approximately 10 miles to the
southwest of the Island of May, by the type U19 Mittel-U class, German uboat U-
21, which at the time was commanded by Leutnant zur See, Otto Hersing.
H.M.S. Pathfinder has the unenviable distinction of being the first Royal Navy
warship to be sunk by a uboat of the Imperial German Navy during the Great
War, and the first ship ever to be sunk by the use of a torpedo alone fired from a
submarine. H.M.S. Pathfinder was struck by the torpedo in one of her
magazines, which exploded causing the ship to sink within a few minutes with the
loss of 259 men; there were only 11 survivors of the sinking. Having sunk 36
ships for a total of 78,712 tons (warships excluded), on Wednesday 22 February
1919 the U-21 was sunk as the result of an accident whilst on passage to
surrender to the allied powers. Later promoted to Kapitdnleutnant, Otto Hersing
survived the Great War, and when interviewed by the journalist Lowell Thomas
during the inter war years, as to what he did for a living, Otto Hersing told him
that he was a Potato Farmer, which took the journalist by surprise as he was
expecting him to answer with something of a nautical bent. The superb U-boat
museum at Cuxhaven-Altenbruch, Germany contains a lot of ephemera
appertaining to Otto Hersing including his Log Book, that notes in detail the
events leading up to the loss of H.M.S. Pathfinder, part of which describes the
weather which prevailed at the time: - “For a terrible time, snow storms and fog,
reason why as soon as we could see nothing, only black cloud strips twisting in
grotesques forms in front of us. But we had to cross the British lines protected by
the fog.”

SHILLING, EDWARD. Civilian casualty.

Died Sunday 2 April 1916.

Victim of the explosion at 1420 hours on Sunday 2 April 1916, when 109 people
lost their lives at the works of the Cotton Powder Company and the Explosives
Loading Company, which was located at Uplees on the Swale near Faversham.
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SKEER, GEORGE WILLIAM. Stoker 2nd Class, K/45813.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Hornet.

Died Tuesday 30 April 1918. Aged 24.

Born Pluckley, Ashford, Kent 24 August 1893.

Son of John Skeer of Brogdale Road, Faversham, Kent.

Buried Salonika (Lembet Road) Military Cemetery, Thessalonika, Greece.

Grave Ref: 1622.

George’s birth was registered in the West Ashford, Kent, Registration District
during the last quarter of 1893. Prior to the commencement of the Great War,
George was employed for four years as a Railway Platelayer, and had enlisted in
the Royal Navy in September 1917. In 1917, George’s ship as part of the Third
Battle Squadron was sent to the Mediterranean, where it took part in the 1918
naval campaign in the Adriatic, including enforcing the Otranto Barrage. On the
night of Monday 22/23 April 1918, the Austro-Hungarian Navy Tatra class
destroyers Triglav, Uzsok, Dukla, Lika and Csepel under Fregattenkapitan Karl
Herkner, carried out a raid to interrupt Allied shipping between Italy and Albania
to the south of Valona Albania. H.M.S. Hornet, H.M.S. Alarm, H.M.S. Comet,
H.M.S. Jackal, and the Royal Australian ship H.M.A.S. Torrens, and the French
destroyer Cimeterre were formed into three groups, with ten miles between each
group. H.M.S. Hornet and H.M.S. Jackal encountered the Austro-Hungarian
ships and turned towards, making the challenge signal. At a range of one and a
half nautical miles the enemy destroyers opened fire, concentrating their fire on
George’s ship Both British ships turned away, making smoke, with the intention
of drawing the enemy south, but H.M.S. Hornet took a hit in the forward shell
room and magazine, starting fires in both compartments and causing an
explosion which killed four ratings and wounding several other members of the
crew, including George. The bridge and tiller flat both received further hits, and
the rudder jammed hard over to starboard, leaving the ship circling hard under
continued enemy fire. H.M.S. Jackal turned to the east, but after about a quarter
of an hour of firing, Fregattenkapitdn Herkner in the Triglav broke off the
engagement. H.M.S. Jackal continued the pursuit, but the faster Austro-
Hungarians ships pulled ahead, and she lost sight of them by 0020 hours on the
morning of Tuesday 23 April. H.M.S. Alarm, H.M.A.S. Torrens, and the Cimeterre
caught up with H.M.S. Jackal by 0045 hours, but by 0135 hours the pursuit of the
fleeing Austro-Hungarian ships was called off. One of the crew of H.M.S. Hornet
who fell during the engagement was 25 year old Able Seaman William Botting
who was native of Rainham, Kent. George died of wounds whilst he was
undergoing treatment as a patient at the Naval Hospital, Valona, Greece. At the
time of his death, George had a brother who was serving with The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment) in India.
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The Great War

1914 -1919
Lost Men

The three casualties below are all buried in the churchyard of St. Catherine’s,
Preston-next-Faversham, Kent, but unfortunately none of them have been
commemorated inside the church on the Great War memorial plague.

BUDDLE, FREDERICK ROBERT. Ordinary Seaman, 947249.

Mercantile Marine Reserve, H.M.S. Eagle.

Died Friday 15 February 1918. Aged 17.

Born Faversham, Kent.

Son of Edward James and Charlotte Buddle (née Dye) of 11, Kingsnorth Road,
Faversham, Kent.

Buried Preston-next-Faversham, (St. Catherine) Churchyard. Grave Ref: 40.

At the time of the 1901 census the Buddle family resided at 11, Dorset Place,
Faversham, Kent. Dover, Kent Head of the house was native 42 year old
Faversham, Kent native Edward James Buddle, who was employed as a Railway
Signal Fitter. Frederick died of an illness, as opposed to having been killed in
action or died of wounds.
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GOODSELL, ALBERT JOHN. Gunner, 179471.
Royal Garrison Atrtillery.
Died Sunday 7 March 1920.
Born River, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Preston-next-
Faversham, Kent.
Husband of Mrs. Hilda Georgina Louisa Goodsell (née Aylett) of 4, Nelson
Gardens, Preston-next-Faversham, Kent.
Buried Preston-next-Faversham, (St. Catherine) Churchyard. Grave Ref: 80.
Having been discharged from the Royal Field Artillery on 19 June 1912, Albert
was recalled as a reservist, and reported at Canterbury, Kent, on 4 February
1918. At the time of his army recall, Albert was aged 30 years and 298 days, and
was an Agricultural Fitter residing at 4, Nelson Gardens, Preston-next-
Faversham. Albert was posted to the No.1 Depot, Royal Garrison Artillery on the
same day that he was recalled. After completing a year and 45 days service in
the Royal Garrison Atrtillery, Albert was medically discharged from the army on
20 March 1919, suffering from Hyperhophic Cirrhosis of his liver and spleen, and
was awarded a Silver War Badge and a pension.
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JACKMAN , ROBERT ABRAHAM. Leading Stoker, 277964.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Pembroke.

Died Tuesday 30 May 1916. Aged 41.

Born Faversham, Kent 13 September 1875.

Son of the late Robert Abraham Jackman and Eliza J. Jackman (née Amos) of
59, Upper Brents, Faversham, Kent.

Buried Preston-next-Faversham, (St. Catherine) Churchyard. Grave Ref: 13.

At the time of the 1901 census, Robert (junior) was serving on H.M.S. Thetis at
St. Helena. Robert died in hospital following an operation. On the 1891 census,
when the Jackman family resided at 21, Upper Brents, Faversham, Kent, Robert
(junior) was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a
Brickfield Pusher, and Robert (senior) was recorded as being a 49 year old
Brickfield Labourer, and a native of Chatham, Kent.
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The Second World War

1939 — 1945

BALDOCK , ALFRED JAMES (Jim). Aircraftman 2nd Class, 1224387.

Royal Air Force.

Died Friday 30 May 1941. Aged 36.

Born Faversham, Kent.

Son of Charles Baldock late of Whitstable Road, Faversham, Kent.

Husband of Doris Baldock of 24, Makenade Avenue, Faversham, Kent.

Buried Faversham Borough Cemetery, Ladydene, Whitstable Road, Faversham,
Kent. Section E. Grave 36.
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Having completed four months service in the Royal Air Force, and had been
stationed at R.A.F. Detling, Kent. Alfred. It was learned locally, that Alfred who
was known to all and sundry as “Jim,” tragically lost his life as the result of a road
traffic accident which happened outside R.A.F. Manston, Kent, and that he was
laid to rest at Faversham on Thursday 5 June 1941.

BROWN, MAURICE GEORGE. Flight Sergeant (Air Gunner), 1800176.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 15 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died Friday 21 April 1944. Aged 20.

Born Faversham, Kent.

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Brown (née Pout) of 7, Kingsnorth Road, Faversham, Kent.
Buried Rheinberg War Cemetery, Kamp Lintfort, Nordrhein-Westfal, Germany.
Grave Ref: 2. H. 23.

Also commemorated in the Faversham, Kent, Second World War, Book of
Rememberance which is in the safe keeping of the parish church of St. Mary of
Charity, Faversham, Kent.

As a former member of the Air Training Corps, it was an obvious choice that
Maurice had made when later enlisted in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.
Initially educated at the Ethelbert Road School, Faversham, whilst there Maurice
had gained a scholarship to Rochester Technical School, Eastgate, Rochester,
Kent. Maurice was part of the eight man crew of Lancaster bomber LL754 LS-P,
which had been delivered to 15 Squadron, R.A.F. on 26 March 1944 LL754, and
prior to being lost the aircraft took part in the following Key Operations: - Berlin
24/25 March 1943; Nuremburg 30/31 March 1944, and when lost the aircraft had
a total of 19 hours. Flown by 33 year old Flight Lieutenant John Lucian Funnell
RNZAF, who was from Mangere East, Auckland, New Zealand, the Lancaster
took off at 0012 hours on Friday 21 April 1944 from R.A.F. Mildenhall, Bury St.
Edmunds, Suffolk. Maurice’s bomber was taking part in a raid by 357 Lancasters
and 22 Mosquitos of Numbers 1, 3, 6 and 8 Groups, on the German city of KdIn
(Cologne). This concentrated attack fell into areas of Cologne which were north
and west of the city centre and partly industrial in nature. 192 industrial premises
suffered various degrees of damage, together with 725 buildings described as
“dwelling-houses with commercial premises attached.” In addition to the above, 7
railway stations or yards were also severely damaged during the raid. Lancaster
bomber LL754 LS-P crashed at KéIn-Nieppes, killing all the crew, and was one of
the four Lancasters that were lost during the raid on Cologne. Initially all of the
bombers crew where all were buried in the Joseph Kirche Friedhof, but have
been subsequently re-interred in the Rheinberg War Cemetery where 3,326
Commonwealth servicemen of the Second World War are buried or
commemorated. The site of Rheinberg War Cemetery where Maurice is at rest
was chosen in April 1946 by the Army Graves Service, for the assembly of
Commonwealth graves recovered from numerous German cemeteries in the
area. The majority of those now buried in the cemetery were airmen, whose
graves were brought in from Dusseldorf, Krefeld, Munchen-Gladbach, Essen,
Aachen and Dortmund; 450 graves were from Cologne alone.
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DOWNE, FRANK THOMAS. Lieutenant, 281159.

The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).

Died Thursday 2 December 1943. Aged 27.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Thomas Benjamin Edward William Downe and Alice May Downe (née
Wenham) of Saxon Road, Faversham, Kent.

Buried Bone War Cemetery, Algeria. Grave Ref: VII. F. 6.

Frank’s birth was registered in the Faversham, Kent, Registration District during
the last quarter of 1916. His parents married in the Tenterden, Kent, Registration
District during the third quarter of 1910, and his father Thomas who was a native
of Warehorne, Ashford, Kent, served as a Gunner in the Royal Field Artillery
during the Great War. It was sad to note whilst attempting to access any details
appertaing to Frank and his family that his parents had twin boys in 1911 who
died. The births and deaths of the two children were registered in the Faversham,
Kent, Registration District during the last quarter of 1911. Thomas Benjamin F.
Downe was recorded as being 17 days old, and Frederick Wenham Downe as
being 16 days old when they were buried together on 16 November 1911, at
Faversham Borough Cemetery, Ladydene, Whitstable Road, Faversham, Kent.
Grave Ref: Section C. Grave 871. Allied troops made a series of landings on the
Algerian coast in early November 1942. From there, they swept east into Tunisia,
where the North African campaign came to an end in May 1943 with the
surrender of the Axis forces. Bone was occupied by Allied forces on 12
November 1942, and became important as a supply port, and for its airfield. The
70th General Hospital was there during the early months of 1943. Bone War
Cemetery where Frank is at rest contains 868 Commonwealth burials of the
Second World War. There are also 14 non-war burials, mostly of merchant
seamen whose deaths were not due to war service. The cemetery also contains
one Great War burial which was transferred here from Bone Communal
Cemetery.

CHAPMAN, CHARLES EDWARD (Jim). Lance Corporal, 5677387.

7th Battalion, Somerset Light Infantry.

Died Monday 3 July 1944. Aged 28.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Henry and Olive Chapman.

Husband of Cissie May Chapman (née Shilling) of Beaumont Terrace, Station
Road, Faversham, Kent

Buried St. Manvieu War Cemetery, Calvados, France. Grave Ref: X. G. 17.

Also commemorated in the Faversham, Kent, Second World War, Book of
Rememberance which is in the safe keeping of the parish church of St. Mary of
Charity, Faversham, Kent.

After leaving school, Charles was employed on a number of farms in the
Faversham area, before working at Bensted House Geriatric Hospital,
Faversham. It would seem likely that Charles’s mother had the maiden name
Page. Bensted House was the former Faversham Union Workhouse, but after
1935 it was put to use as an old people's home and Geriatric Hospital.
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GEORGE, RONALD V. GEORGE. Flight Sergeant (Air Bomber), 133458.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 61 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died Sunday 23 April 1944. Aged 20.

Born Romney Marsh, Kent.

Son of Harold V. George and Lily George (née Brunger) of Faversham, Kent.
Buried Hanover War Cemetery, Hannover, Niedersachsen, Germany.

Grave Ref: 4. C. 3.

Also commemorated in the Faversham, Kent, Second World War, Book of
Rememberance which is in the safe keeping of the parish church of St. Mary of
Charity, Faversham, Kent.

John was part of the eight man crew of Lancaster bomber LM476 QR-P, which
took off at 2307 hours on the night of Saturday 22 April 1944, from R.A.F.
Skellingthorpe, Lincolnshire, and which was in an Royal Air Force bomber force
comprised of 238 aircraft that were taking part in a raid on Brunswick, Germany.
At 0140 hours (local time) on Sunday 23 April 1944, when the Lancaster was
over the city of Holzminden in Lower Saxony, Germany, it was intercepted and
shot down by night-fighter Leutnant Joachim Hanns, of 1/NJG 5 who was flying a
Messerschmitt Bf 110 G-4. After being hit repeatedly the Lancaster exploded in
the air, throwing Flight Lieutenant A. Bird D.F.C., and Pilot Officer F. J. Davies
clear of the stricken aircraft, before it crashed to the south of the city of Liigde
killing the rest of the bombers crew. At the time of her loss, Lancaster bomber
LM476 QR-P, which had been delivered to 61 Squadron, Royal Air Force on 1
March 1944, had completed a total of115 hours of flying, and was being manned
by a very experienced crew, which early in their tour had performed exceptionally
well during a raid on Hannover, Germany, and which had resulted in four
‘Immediate Gallantry Awards,’ all of which were published in the London Gazette
dated Tuesday 26 October 1943, the Wireless Operator on that occasion had
been Sergeant E. J. Kemish. Following his capture by the Germans, Pilot Officer
F. J. Davies was eventually repatriated back to England from Germany due to his
wounds, and he too eventually arrived aboard the SS Letitia at Liverpool on 2
February 1945. The six crew members of Lancaster bomber LM476 QR-P who
were killed, are all at rest in Hannover War Cemetery. Leutnant Joachim Hanss
who had shot down Ronald’s aircraft, was killed on Saturday 8 July 1944 during a
dogfight, which took place approximately six miles to the west of the town of
Compiegne, Oise, France. Many of the graves in Hanover War Cemetery where
Ronald is at rest were brought in from prisoner of war camp cemeteries, small
German cemeteries and from isolated positions in the surrounding country. The
cemetery contains 2,407 Commonwealth burials of the Second World War, 62 of
them unidentified. There are also 39 non-war burials and 10 war graves of other
nationalities, most of them Polish. Hanover War Cemetery adjoins Hanover
Military Cemetery, which is a substantial post war cemetery that has in excess of
3,000 burials.
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GAMBRILL , HAROLD HENRY. Lance Corporal, 6408119.

2/7th Battalion, The Queen's Royal Regiment (West Surrey).

Died Thursday 24 February 1944. Aged 33.

Born Faversham, Kent. Resided Sussex.

Grandson of Mrs. E. Gambrill of Faversham, Kent.

Commemorated on the Cassino Memorial, Italy. Panel 4.

Surplus to peacetime requirements, the Territorial Force (TF) was disbanded
after the Great War, but reconstituted as the Territorial Army (TA) in 1921. In
1938, the Territorial Army battalions were ordered to double their strength. The
Queen's Royal Regiment (West Surrey) battalions formed into two brigades; 131
(Queen’s) Brigade consisted of 1/5th, 1/6th and 1/7th Queen’s, and 169
(Queen’s) Brigade was made up of the 2/5th, 2/6th and 2/7th Queen’s. All six
Territorial battalions fought in France in 1940. Two years later, both brigades
were ordered overseas and fought as part of the Eighth Army in the Western
Desert. 131 Brigade became the Lorried Infantry Brigade of the 7th Armoured
Division (the “Desert Rats”) after the Battle of EI Alamein. 169 Brigade to which
Harold belonged joined the 56 London Division (the “Black Cats”), and took part
in the capture of Tunis in May 1943. Both brigades fought in the allied
amphibious landing at Salerno, Italy on 9 September 1943; one relieving the
other. They then took part in some of the bloodiest fighting of the Italian
Campaign, and on the day that Harold was killed his was one 14 deaths suffered
by his battalion which was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel A.P. Block, and is
one of the six members of the battalion who fell on Thursday 24 February 1944
that are commemorated on the Cassino Memorial.

GILES, JOHN WILLIAM. Private, 5629971.

1st Battalion, Devonshire Regiment.

Died Tuesday 11 April 1944. Aged 23.

Born and resided Kent.

Commemorated on the Rangoon Memorial, Myanmar. Face 6.

It would appear that John’s birth was registered in the Milton, Kent, Registration
District during the third quarter of 1920, and that his mothers’ maiden name was
Simmons. John lost his life during The Battle of Imphal which took place in the
region around the city of Imphal, the capital of the state of Manipur in North-East
India, and was fought from 6 March until 22 July 1944. Japanese armies
attempted to destroy the Allied forces at Imphal and invade India, but were
eventually driven back into Burma with heavy losses. Together with the
simultaneous battle of Kohima on the road by which the encircled Allied forces at
Imphal were relieved, the battle was the turning point of the Burma Campaign.
There was severe fighting in the surrounding hills and on the outskirts of the
plain, and the Japanese succeeded in cutting a long section of the Imphal-
Kohima road and holding it for over three months. Japanese forces suffered
heavy casualties during the Battle of Imphal in losses and wounded amounting to
an estimated 80,000, the same also applied to a lesser extent to the combined
Indian and British forces, who suffered about 30,000casualties. On the day that
John fell whilst serving as a Driver/Mechanic, his battalion lost 21 men.
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HEBBES, ARTHUR PERCY. Flight Sergeant (Flight Engineer), 1449642.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

1661 Heavy Conversion Unit, Royal Air Force.

Died Wednesday 17 May 1944. Aged 22.

Born Faversham, Kent.

Son of Percy and Florence Maud Hebbes (née Streeter) of Faversham, Kent.
Husband of Edith Norma Hebbes (née Myring).

Buried Faversham Borough Cemetery, Ladydene, Whitstable Road, Faversham,
Kent. Grave Ref: Section D. Grave 709.

Also commemorated in the Faversham, Kent, Second World War, Book of
Rememberance which is in the safe keeping of the parish church of St. Mary of
Charity, Faversham, Kent.

Flown by Pilot Officer Frederick Graham Murray R.C.A.F., Stirling bomber EE956
of the 1661 Heavy Conversion Unit R.A.F. took of from its base at R.A.F.
Winthorpe, Newark, Nottinghamshire, at 2334 hours on Wednesday 17 May
1944, engaged on a night navigation exercise. During the flight the aircraft having
headed south, encountered a high icing index to such severity that control of the
Stirling was lost by the pilot which resulted in it spiraling out of control. As the
bomber spiraled down it broke up and caught fire, with most of the resulting
debris falling into an ironstone quarry which was situated a mile north east of the
village of Rothwell, Kettering, Northamptonshire, at 2353 hours, killing all of the
aircrafts nine crew members. Frederick Murray and three other Canadians were
laid to rest in Brookwood Military Cemetery, Surrey. Sergeant (Flight Engineer)
Kenneth Foster aged 20 from Leeds, Yorkshire was laid to rest in Oxford (Botley)
Cemetery, which was designated a Royal Air Force regional cemetery during the
Second World War, the remaining casualties were buried in their home locations.
In addition to Cyril, another member of the crew came from Kent, he was 21 year
old Dover native, Sergeant (Air Gunner) Cyril Rupert Coe, who was the Middle
Upper Gunner on the aircraft, and is at rest in St. James Cemetery, Dover. At the
subsequent R.A.F. Board of Inquiry into the crash considered that the pilot had
not been given sufficient training on instrument flying in view of previous reports
indicating a weakness in this respect, and that the pilot was assessed as being
weak on instrument flying, which may have been a contributory factor. It was also
recorded that the aircraft broke up in cumulus cloud and caught fire following loss
of control, and that the icing index was high. It was thought that the excessive
loads imposed by the loss of control caused a structural failure of the aircrafts
tail. In view of the high proportion of ‘incidents’ involving same (Sterling’s tail), it
would appear that the latter comment was added by the board in an almost
matter of fact way, no doubt due to wartime necessities coupled with the overall
outstanding contribution made by the aircraft and their brave crews, that
apparent ‘weakness’ was put on hold for later attention.1661 Heavy Conversion
Unit R.A.F. was originally formed on 8 August 1942 as the No. 9 Conversion
Flight, based at R.A.F. Waddington, Lincolnshire from the time of its inception
until 7 October 1942. Several moves and changes of title etcetera were made to
the unit until the move to R.A.F. Winthorpe in January 1943 until 24 August 1945;
from January 1943 to February 1945 the main aircraft flown was the Mark Il
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Stirling bomber. Arthur’'s body was returned to Faversham, and he was laid to
rest on 23 May 1944. Information by the transcriber gleaned locally at
Faversham, whilst carrying out the research on the Preston-next-Faversham
casualties, indicated that Arthur had only married his wife Edith shortly before he
was killed. Subsequent checking of records revealed that the informant at
Faversham was correct, as Arthur and Edith’s marriage was registered in the
Wednesbury, Staffordshire, Registration District during the second quarter of
1944. Arthur’'s death was registered during the same quarter as his marriage, but
in the Kettering, Northamptonshire, Registration District.

JONES, MERVYN PETER. Flying Officer (Pilot), 153077.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 100 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died Monday 21 May 1945. Aged 23.

Born Salisbury, Wiltshire.

Eldest son of Arthur James Jones and Nellie Jones (née Dommett) of 4,
Makenade Avenue, Faversham, Kent.

Husband of H. M. Jones.

Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 267, and in the Faversham,
Kent, Second World War, Book of Rememberance which is in the safe keeping of
the parish church of St. Mary of Charity, Faversham, Kent.

The Jones family moved to reside at Faversham in 1930, and it is where Mervyn
completed his education at Faversham Grammar School. With an interest in
Engineering, on the completion of his education, Mervyn became an Engineering
Apprentice at Chatham Dockyard, Kent. Initially, Mervyn had received flying
training at Miami, Florida, USA, before being posted to complete more advanced
air crew training in Canada, where he gained his pilots wings, and where his
competence as a pilot had stood out. As the direct result of his exceptional pass
marks and practical flying etcetera, Mervyn then remained in Canada for another
four years, the bulk of which time he was employed as a Pilot Instructor, based at
the R.A.F. Training School No 36, at R.A.F. Penhold, Alberta, prior to his return
to the United Kingdom in 1944. Mervyn was at the controls of Lancaster bomber
LL952 HW-W2 and was engaged on a training flight when his aircraft ditched in
the North Sea, about 5 miles to the east of the R.A.F. Donna Nook firing range
on the coast of Lincolnshire, which is to the north of the village of North
Somercotes. When Mervyn’s aircraft failed to return from the training flight, and
ground controllers were unable to make contact with it, two aircraft and a Royal
Navy corvette mounted a search and rescue mission in the area were it was
thought to have come down. During the extensive search for the missing
Lancaster, the bodies of 22 year old Flight Sergeant Murray Chalmers RAAF, of
Ringwood, Victoria, Australia, and that of 21 year old Sergeant (Air Gunner)
Frederick Augustus Padmore, of Llanhilleth, Monmouthshire, Wales, were
recovered. Murray Chalmers was laid to rest in the Cambridge City Cemetery,
Cambridgeshire, and Frederick Padmore is at rest in Aberbeeg Cemetery,
Abertillery, Monmouthshire, Wales. The five other crew members of the
Lancaster who have the sea as their graves, are all commemorated on the
Runnymede Memorial.
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LAKER, GORDON. Corporal (Pilot U/T), 591897.

Royal Air Force.

Died Monday 12 June 1944. Aged 21.

Born Ashford, Kent.

Son of Henry James Laker and Alice Jane Laker (née Beaney) of Ashford, Kent.

Adopted son Frederick G. Barham and Mrs. Barham (née Beaney), of Westwood
Court Cottages, Faversham, Kent.

Buried Gweru Cemetery, Zimbabwe, Africa. Grave Ref: Plot 2. Row B. Grave 11.
Also commemorated in the Faversham, Kent, Second World War, Book of
Rememberance which is in the safe keeping of the parish church of St. Mary of
Charity, Faversham, Kent.

Gordon’s birth was registered in the West Ashford, Kent, Registration District,
during the third quarter of 1923. Following the death of his mother, Gordon was
adopted by Henry and Alice Laker following the death of his mother, who was a
sister of Alice. Gordon was educated in Faversham, initially at Ethelbert Road
School and then at Faversham Grammar School. On completion of his education
he was employed in the Masters Office at Bensted House, Faversham. Whilst
serving as a Pilot Under Training, Gordon was killed in a flying accident, at R.A.F
Gwelo, Southern Rhodesia. Gwelo is now called Gweru and is situated in the
Central Highlands of Zimbabwe.

LLOYD, ROBERT. Seaman Steward, LT/JX 203867.

Royal Naval Patrol Service, H.M.S. Black Bear. (YF046).

Died Wednesday 18 September 1940. Aged 22.

Son of the late Mr. and Mrs Lloyd of 1 Station Road, Faversham, Kent.

Buried Ardrossan Cemetery, Sorbie Road, Ardrossan, Ayrshire, Scotland.

Grave Ref: Section D. Middle West Division. Joint grave 170.

Also commemorated in the Faversham, Kent, Second World War, Book of
Rememberance which is in the safe keeping of the parish church of St. Mary of
Charity, Faversham, Kent.

On the completion of his education at Faversham Grammar School, Robert
worked for six years as a Ships Steward, employed by the Union Castle Line. In
1940, he volunteered for naval service and was assigned to the Royal Naval
Patrol Service. Robert was one of four men who died whilst serving on H.M.S.
Black Bear, all of whom died non-combat related deaths. Robert’s boat had been
owned by the American banker and philanthropist, John "Jack" Pierrepoint
Morgan (Junior) (1867—1943), and gave the boat to the British Government as a
contribution to the war effort. In her naval guise, H.M.S. Black Bear was an
armed yacht based in Trinidad, in served as a safety ship for the Fleet Air Arm,
training in the Caribbean and anti-submarines. In command of H.M.S. Black Bear
between June 1940 and December 1941 which covered the time of Robert’s
death, was Charles James Skrine who retired as a Commander in April 1946.
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MALLION, WILLIAM HENRY. Petty Officer Stoker, C/K 66730.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Exmoor. (L61).

Died Tuesday 25 February 1941. Aged 34.

Born Malling, Kent 13 July 1907.

Eldest son of the late William Henry Mallion and Ellen Emily Jane Mallion of
Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Husband of Doris Ethel Mallion (née Samson) of Faversham, Kent.

Grandson of William Henry Mallion and the late Sarah Mallion (née Bingham) of
Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 46, Column 3, as shown
above, and in the Faversham, Kent, Second World War, Book of Rememberance
which is in the safe keeping of the parish church of St. Mary of Charity,
Faversham, Kent.

At the time of her loss, the 1,000 ton Hunt Class escort destroyer H.M.S. Exmoor
was virtually brand new, having been built by Vickers Armstrong of Newcastle-
on-Tyne, she was commissioned on 18 October 1940. Commanded by 35 year
old Lieutenant-Commander Robert Tindle Lampard, R.N. of Bath, Somerset, the
destroyer was sunk when she was approximately 12 nautical miles east-north-
east of Lowestoft, Suffolk, whilst she was escorting convoy FN 417. William’s
ship was to the east of Lowestoft, Suffolk when she was detached from the
convoy to speak to a broken down merchant ship. Having completed her task
with the merchant ship H.M.S. Exmoor was rejoining the convoy, when at 2100
hours when she was approximately 1,000 yards to the south of number 54F
buoy, with no warning there was a large explosion under the ship, between the
forward fuel tank and the after oil fuel group. The ship, from the pom-pom deck to
the stern was enveloped in a massive sheet of flame. The ship heeled over to
port as the fire spread forward and burning oil from the punctured tanks poured
out to cover the sea around her. With a list of 20 degrees to port, the ship ‘hung’
for while and then capsized to lay on her beam ends surrounded by burning fuel.
The stern then sank with her bows standing on end until sinking in approximate
position 52.29N 02.40E leaving a large patch of burning oil. There was some
uncertainty at the time over the cause of the explosion, only later did it emerge
that she had been torpedoed by the German E-boat, S-30. The Kingfisher class
patrol boat H.M.S. Shearwater saw the blaze, and closed to pick up 32 survivors;
but Lieutenant-Commander Robert Tindle Lampard, plus 3 other officers, and
101 ratings were lost with the ship. William’s late father was Private, G/4950,
William Henry Mallion, of the 1st Battalion, Queen’'s Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment), who died on 4 April 1918, aged 33. A native of Rolvenden, Kent, he is
buried at St. Peters Churchyard, Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent. Grave Ref: South-
West part, and is commemorated on the Ightham, Sevenoaks, Kent civic war
memorial.
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NEWMAN, RAYMOND EDGAR. Pilot Officer (Air Bomber), 136531.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 15 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died Wednesday 26 May 1943. Aged 25.

Born Billericay, Essex.

Son of Charles William and Agnes Newman (née Greco) of Faversham, Kent.
Buried Rheinberg War Cemetery, Kamp Lintfort, Nordrhein-Westfal, Germany.
Grave Ref: Collective grave 4. D. 5-20.

Also commemorated in the Faversham, Kent, Second World War, Book of
Rememberance which is in the safe keeping of the parish church of St. Mary of
Charity, Faversham, Kent.

Raymond was a former pupil of Ethelbert Road School, Faversham, and had
been employed at the International Stores, Faversham. In order to undertake his
aircrew training Raymond was posted to Canada, and was commissioned as a
Pilot Officer R.A.F. (V.R.) on 18 December 1942, details of which were posted on
page 1471 in a supplement of the London Gazette dated 30 March 1943.
Raymond was part of the seven man crew of Stirling bomber BF534 LS-L, which
was being flown by Flying Officer Ivan Samuel Thomson, RCAF of Toronto,
Ontario, Canada. The Stirling took off at 2357 hours on Thursday 25 May 1944,
from R.A.F. Mildenhall, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk, and was in an R.A.F. bomber
force of 759 aircraft, which was comprised of 323 Lancasters, 169 Halifaxes, 142
Wellingtons, 113 Stirlings, 12 Mosquitos, which were taking part in a raid on the
German city of Dusseldorf. During the raid, Raymond’s aircraft was caught in the
blast from a R.A.F. Elvington, North Yorkshire based 77 Squadron, R.A.F. Halifax
bomber JB837 KN-D, which had been attacked by an enemy night-fighter and
exploded in mid-air. Raymond’s Stirling crashed between Aachen and Jilich,
Nordrhein-Westfal, Germany. An R.A.F. Oakington, Cambridgeshire based 7
Squadron, R.A.F. Stirling bomber EF361 MG-B was also destroyed in the same
blast which destroyed Raymond’s bomber, and all the crew of EF361 MG-B were
killed . In addition to the loss of Raymond’s bomber, another of the 15 Squadron,
R.A.F. Stirlings was also lost on this operation, and which had been airborne a
minuet before Raymond’s Stirling, it being BK611 LS-U which had been named
Te-Kooti, four of the crew of that aircraft survived and were captured. A total of
27 aircraft - 9 Lancasters, 8 Stirlings, 6 Wellingtons, 4 Halifaxes were lost, during
the raid on Dusseldorf, which was later deemed to have been a failure. There
had been two layers of cloud over the target, and as the direct result of same the
Pathfinders experienced great difficulty in marking it. It is believed that the
Germans had also been operating decoy markers and fire sites, and that as a
direct result of the effective deceptions employed in the Dusseldorf area, it had
resulted in the Main Force bombing being scattered over quite a wide area. As
was the case with the vast majority of bomber aircrew that lost their lives,
Raymond was initially officially posted as missing, but was later confirmed as
having been killed in action.
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TAYLOR, JOHN WILLIAM THOMAS. Corporal, 5733597.

2nd Battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment.

Died Saturday 20 May 1944. Aged 36.

Born and resided Faversham, Kent.

Eldest son of John Henry and Mary Ann Taylor (née Marsh) of 23 School Road,
Faversham, Kent.

Buried Gauhati War Cemetery, Navagraha Road, Silpukhuri, Assam, India.
Grave Ref: 4.B.19.

Also commemorated in the Faversham, Kent, Second World War, Book of
Rememberance which is in the safe keeping of the parish church of St. Mary of
Charity, Faversham, Kent.

Initially educated at Ethelbert Road School, Faversham, where he gained a
scholarship to Faversham Grammar School. On the completion of his education,
John was employed for a short time by the local newspaper. Following his time
with the newspaper, John then spent nine years employed by the Macknade
Estate at Faversham working in the estate office. It was something of a career
change when John left the Macknade Estate, to join the Public Assistance staff of
the Faversham and Gravesend area. It was noted that at the time of enlisting in
the army in 1940 and being attested to the Dorsetshire Regiment, John had
ceased to be a member of the Public Assistance staff, and had a clerical position
whilst in the employ of local Brewers, George Beer & Rigden Ltd of Court Street,
Faversham. John was still serving in the same regiment in the which he had
originally enlisted in 1940, when he died of wounds in Burma. Gauhati War
Cemetery where John is at rest, was started during the Second World War for
burials from the several military hospitals posted in the area. Later, other graves
were brought in by the Army Graves Service from Amari Bari Military Cemetery,
Sylhet Military Cemetery, Mohachara Cemetery, Nowgong Civil Cemetery and
Gauhati Civil Cemetery, where permanent maintenance could not be assured.
For the same reason, further graves were brought to the cemetery from isolated
sites in the Lushai Hills and from civil cemeteries in Badarpur, Cooch Bahar,
Darjeeling, Dhubri, Dibrugarh, Dinjan, Katapahar, Lebong, Lumding, Shillong and
Silchar, in 1952. There are now 486 Commonwealth servicemen of the Second
World War buried or commemorated in this cemetery. 25 of the burials are
unidentified. The cemetery also contains 35 Chinese and Japanese war graves,
and two non-war graves. Purely conjecture on the part of the transcriber of these
brief commemorations, but it is possible that Gauhati War Cemetery was not
John’s first place of burial, and that his grave was one of those which were
brought to the cemetery from elsewhere, during the immediate post war period.
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Vs

WILLIAMS , HENRY ERIC. Sergeant (Observer),

15 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died Friday 11 September 1942. Aged 25.

Born Faversham, Kent.

Son of Ernest and Ada Williams of 71, Athelstan Road, Faversham, Kent.

Buried Faversham Borough Cemetery, Ladydene, Whitstable Road, Faversham,
Kent. Grave Ref: Section E. Grave 19.

Also commemorated in the Faversham, Kent, Second World War, Book of
Rememberance which is in the safe keeping of the parish church of St. Mary of
Charity, Faversham, Kent.

Henry was educated at Faversham, initially at Ethelbert Road School, and
afterwards at Faversham Grammar School. On completion of his education at
Faversham, Henry sat and passed the Civil Service Entrance Examination, and
was then employed at Lincoln’s Inn, London. In 1941 whilst serving as a soldier
in the Royal Engineers, Henry was one of the members of the armed forces that
responded to the call for men to be trained as Bomber Command aircrew, by
which time the regulations had been changed, which resulted in all successful
applicants being given at least the rank of Sergeant. After completing the
requisite written tests and successful interview, Henry was selected for training
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as an Observer and was transferred to the Royal Air Force. It was as the
Observer that Henry was serving on Stirling bomber BF347 LS-J, which was
flown by 31 year old Flight Sergeant (Pilot) Harry Ernest Banister, R.A.F.(V.R.) of
Kirkliston, West Lothian, Scotland, when it took of from R.A.F. Bourne,
Lincolnshire, at 2105 hours on the night of Thursday 10 September 1942. The
Stirling was amongst the 479 Bomber Command aircraft, taking part in a raid on
Dusseldorf, Germany, and which was comprised of 242 Wellingtons, 89
Lancasters, 59 Halifaxes, 47 Stirlings, 28 Hampdens, 14 Whitleys from a number
of bomber squadrons, in addition to which training aircraft of 91, 92 and 93
Groups took part in the raid. The Pathfinders successfully marked the target,
using 'Pink Pansies' in converted 4,000lb bomb casings for the first time. All
parts of Dusseldorf except the north of the city were hit, as well as the
neighbouring town of Neuss. 39 industrial firms in Dusseldorf and 13 in Neuss
were damaged so much that all production ceased for various periods. 8 public
buildings were destroyed and 67 damaged. 911 houses were destroyed and
1,506 seriously and 8,340 lightly damaged. 132 people were killed, 120 in
Dusseldorf and 12 in Neuss. 116 further people were still classed as missing 2
days later and 19,427 people were bombed out. During the Disseldorf raid, 33
aircraft - 20 Wellingtons, 5 Lancasters, 4 Stirlings, 3 Halifaxes, 1 Hampden were
lost, which had included 16 Operational Training Unit, R.A.F. from R.A.F. Upper
Heyford, Oxfordshire, lost 5 of its 13 Wellingtons on the raid. On the return leg
from Dusseldorf, Henry’s aircraft crashed at 0255 whilst its pilot was trying to
make an emergency landing at R.A.F. West Malling, Kent. Sadly all of the seven
crew of Stirling BF347 LS-J were killed in the crash. Henry’s body was returned
to Faversham from R.A.F. West Malling, Kent, and he was laid to rest in
Faversham on Tuesday 15 September 1942.
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