
 

 1 

Selling 

 



 

 2 

����������	���
���
�
�����������������
������������ �����������������������������
��� ���� ����� ���� �������� 
��� ��	������ ��� �� 
�
������ ���	���� ��� ����� ������  ��
!�
��� "������ ������#!����� ���� $��� %���� ������� &�'(( )��*�+� ��� !���� ,������
�����
���� !����� -�	�����
�� .����� /��� ���	���� ���� �� ��������� ��� ���� 
���

�
������
������������� ������0�	������,�������1��� 
����-������"���
���
����  ���� ���� ,������ ��� �������� ���
� ���(� ��� ������ � ��� ���� ������ ��� ��������
 ��
����������������(��������/�
�������,����������� ����-���������2#������
/���3�� ���� ���� ��� -�	�����
� ��������� !����� ��� 4�� � �� ���� ���	������ ����
�������� ������������ ���� ���������� ������ ���� ��
�� �� � ���� ����
��������
�����
�������/�������������	���
���
�
������ ������ ��������
���������������5#�
�
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND TO THE MEMORY OF THOSE OF THIS PARISH 
WHO FELL IN THE GREAT WARS 1914-1919 - 1939-1945 THEIR NAMES ARE 
INSCRIBED WITHIN THE CHURCH. "THEY ARE NOT DEAD WHO FELL IN 

BATTLE GIVING THEIR NAMES FOR HONOUR, SMILING AT DEATH'S DART; 
THEY ARE NOT DEAD WHOSE MEMORY STILL IS LIVING WITHIN THE 

NATION'S HEART 
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The Great War  
 1914 -1919 

 
BEANEY, FREDERICK. Private, S/10696. 
“B” Company, 10th (Royal East Kent and West Kent Yeomanry) Battalion, The 
Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 31 October 1917. Aged 20. 
Born Dunkirk, Faversham Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Son of Edward and Jane Matilda Beaney (née Sprickett) of White Hill, Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Buried Beersheba War Cemetery, Israel. Grave Ref: M. 59. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Beaney family resided at Hogbens Hill, 
Selling, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Sheldwich, 
Faversham, Kent native Edward Beaney, who was employed as an Agricultural 
Labourer. Frederick enlisted in the Special Reserve for a term of 6 years in The 
Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on 6 August 1914, it being only two days after the 
commencement of Great Britain’s declaration of war with Germany. At the time of 
enlisting, Frederick stated that he was 18 years and 15 days old, and employed 
as a Farm Labourer. Initially, Frederick served in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, The 
Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at the Citadel, Western Heights, Dover, Kent. Whilst 
he was stationed at Dover, Frederick qualified in Cold Shoeing in January 1915. 
On 18 March 1917, Frederick was transferred to serve in the 10th (Royal East 
Kent and West Kent Yeomanry) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), and 
sailed from Southampton the same day. Frederick’s ship arrived at the port of 
Alexander, Egypt on 31 March 1917; he joined his new battalion in the field on 4 
April 1917, and was assigned to serve in “B” Company.  Having reported sick, on 
16 July 1917 Frederick was admitted as a patient to the 230th Field Ambulance, 
Royal Army Medical Corps suffering with Tonsillitis. After three days of receiving 
treatment, Fredrick rejoined his battalion on 19 July 1917. On the day prior to his 
death, Frederick’s battalion spent a quiet day at Khasif, District of Beersheba, 
Palestine, which was about six miles from the Turkish positions that his battalion 
had been assigned to attack on 31 October 1917. On the night of 30 October, the 
10th (Royal East Kent and West Kent Yeomanry) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment), and other units of the 74th (Yeomanry) Division made their way to pre 
arranged starting points for the impending attack. When Frederick’s battalion 
commenced its attack, the leading waves of “B” and “C” Companies immediately 
came under heavy enemy shrapnel fire from the left, and it would probably be fair 
to assume that the shellfire resulted in his death during the ‘Battle of Beersheba. 
’Frederick was numbered amongst 13 other ranks of the 10th (Royal East Kent 
and West Kent Yeomanry) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) who fell at 
Beersheba, Palestine on 31 October 1917. News of Frederick’s death was 
reported in the local paper the ‘Faversham News.’ Frederick was the brother in 
law of Frank Bingham who is the next casualty briefly commemorated below. 
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BINGHAM, FRANK JOHN. Private, G/4710.  
8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 5 January 1917. Aged 27. 
Born Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Davington, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Youngest son of George and Sarah Manning Bingham (née Divers) of 
Faversham, Kent. 
Husband of Rhoda Abbott (formerly Bingham) (née Beaney) of White Hill, 
Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Grandson of Richard Bingham of Rose Cottage, Sticketts Lane, Kingsnorth, 
Ashford, Kent.  
Buried Philosophe British Cemetery, Mazingarbe, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref II.G.6. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Bingham family resided at London Road, 
Dunkirk, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 50 year old Kingsnorth, 
Ashford, Kent native George Bingham, who was employed as an Agricultural 
Labourer. Frank enlisted in the Army in November 1914 shortly after the outbreak 
of war. At the time he enlisted he was employed at Davington Court, Faversham. 
He went to France with his battalion in August 1915. Frank was badly wounded 
in the leg during the Battle of Loos in September 1915 and was evacuated back 
to England for additional medical treatment. He returned to France in May 1916 
and was killed in action the following January, leaving his widow and one child. 
News of Frank’s death was reported in the local paper the ‘Faversham News’ on 
11 August 1917. Unfortunately, Frank is eroniously by the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission as being E.J. BINGHAM. 
 
BISHOP, HARRY. Private, G/35516. 
“C” Company, 10th (Royal East Kent and West Kent Yeomanry) Battalion, The 
Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 23 September 1918. 
Born and resided Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of Olive Bishop. 
Commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery, 
Pas de Calais, France. Panel 3. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Bishop family resided at Perry Wood, Selling, 
Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 42 year old Waltham Canterbury, Kent 
native Richard Ansley, who was employed as a Woodman on Estate, and who 
was a cousin of Harry’s mother Olive, who was recorded by the census 
enumerator as being a 42 year old native of Selling, and employed as a 
Domestic Housekeeper. As Harry was only a year old when the 1901 census 
was conducted, it would seem likely that the property at Perry Wood where he 
lived was also his actual place of birth. Harry had been one of the officers and 
other ranks that had joined “C” Company, 10th (Royal East Kent and West Kent 
Yeomanry) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) after 1 March 1917, and 
was numbered amongst the 5 deaths suffered by his battalion on the day that he 
was killed in action near the Somme village of Epehy.  
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BUTCHER, HORACE MARK. Private, G/4614. 
6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 7 October 1916. 
Born Kingsdown, Doddington, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Son of Louisa Matilda Butcher (née Long) of 28, Frederick Street, Sittingbourne, 
Kent, and the late William Butcher. Formerly of Oak Cottages, Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 5 D. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Butcher family resided at Lower Ensigne 
Cottages, Chilham, Kent. Head of the house was 44 year old Marden, Kent 
native William Butcher, who was employed as a Farm Labourer. Horace was 
numbered amongst the 12 Butcher children who were recorded as being at home 
on the night of the 1901 census, he was recorded by the enumerator as being 6 
years old, which would be indicative of him being about 21 years old when he 
was killed in action. Horace was numbered amongst the 8 officers and 121 other 
ranks that lost their lives in the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment)  on 7 October 1916 during the ‘Battle of the Transloy Ridges,’ which 
was part of the overall ‘Battle of the Somme 1916.’ The battalion total casualty 
roll for the day numbers 368, including their Medical Officer, Captain Wilfred 
Pagen R.A.M.C., who is also commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. What 
follows is the War Diary entry for the day: - “Quiet morning. At 1.30 p m the 
enemy opened heavy machine gun fire and shrapnel barrage on the front line. At 
1.45 p m the attack commenced. Very heavy M.G. fire was opened, which held 
up "C" Company on the right. "A" and "B" companies reached the 1st objective 
(Rainbow Trench) with fairly heavy casualties but on advancing from 1st to 2nd 
objectives were completely held up with M.G. fire. Twenty men of "C" Company 
succeeded in getting into the German trench, with troops from the 61st Brigade, 
and advanced with them. The 1st objective was held until 12 midnight when the 
Battalion was relieved by the 6th Queen’s.” Captain J.C. Page, the only officer of 
the 6th (Service) Battalion who was not either killed or wounded on 7 October 
1916, led just forty other ranks from the field of the ‘Battle of the Transloy Ridges, 
and was later awarded the Military Cross. Horace was a younger brother of 
William Butcher who is the next casualty briefly commemorated below. Their 
brother Edward Butcher served as a regular soldier in The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment) in which he enlisted at Canterbury, Kent on 11 December 1905. 
Edward survived his years of service with the regiment during the Great War 
despite being wounded in the head which resulted in him having to leave the 
army. Most of Edward’s service in the regiment was spent serving with his 
brother William at the same locations around the world, as a member of the 2nd 
Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Edward who had his original terms of 
service extended at his own request, was a beneficiary of William’s estate 
following his death in Belgium on 3 May 1915. 
 
 
 



 

 6 

 
BUTCHER, WILLIAM. Private, L/8476. 
2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 3 May 1915. Aged 25. 
Born Boughton, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.   
Son of Louisa Matilda Butcher (née Long) of 28, Frederick Street, Sittingbourne, 
Kent, and the late William Butcher. Formerly of Oak Cottages, Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.   
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 12, 
as shown above. 
William enlisted as a regular soldier in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) for a term 
of 7 years with the Colours and 5 years in the Reserve on 25 March 1907. When 
he enlisted in the army William stated that he was 18 years old and employed as 
a Farm Labourer. Following his initial service at the Regimental Depot of The 
Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at Canterbury, Kent, during the course of which he 
was hospitalised from 4 April 1907 to 9 April 1907 with Influenza, William was 
then posted to the 1st Battalion of the regiment on 13 July 1907, and served in 
the Mounted Infantry Company from 1 October 1908 to 1 May 1909. Whilst 
serving in the 1st Battalion, William obtained his 3rd class Army Education 
Certificate on 4 February 1910. He was posted to the 2nd Battalion on 10 
September 1910, in which he then remained until his death. On joining the 2nd 
Battalion, William was posted to Singapore where he served until being posted to 
serve with his battalion in India on 21 March 1913. Whilst he was serving at 
Wellington, Madras, India, William was hospitalised from 4 March 1914 to 21 
March 1914 suffering with Tonsillitis. He served in India until the 2nd Battalion 
sailed from Bombay on 16 November 1914, and arrived at Plymouth on 23 
December 1914. William’s battalion was posted to France to serve in the British 
Expeditionary Force on 17 January 1915 as part of the 85th Brigade, 28th 
Division. On 1 May 1915 William’s battalion had a fresh draft of other ranks join it 
in Belgium direct from England, who due primarily to time constraints were not 
initially allotted to the different companies within the 2nd Battalion, and it was 
decided to locate the new men in a new support trench in front of a wood. All of 
the positions occupied by the battalion were subjected to an extraordinary 
amount of enemy shellfire the day after the arrival of the fresh draft, with 
numerous casualties being inflicted on the battalion. Several commentators have 
made very similar comments when referring to the days’ events, along the lines 
of the British artillery guns being virtually powerless to offer support and return 
shellfire onto the German artillery gun emplacements. Many of the same 
commentators, and also probably of more important significance and relevance, 
is some of the correspondence which was written by some of the survivors who 
had served in the battalion during late April and early May 1915, with the writers 
of same commenting about not getting artillery support due to the lack of the 
gunners ammunition. Many of the gunners also became casualties, as the direct 
result of being fired upon by enemy field guns. During the hours of darkness on 
the night of 2/3 May the intensity of the German shelling subsided, but at first 
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light on the morning of Monday 3 May 1915, the artillery bombardment of the 
battalion positions was once again renewed. Throughout the whole of the day on 
Monday 3 May the enemy guns continued to fire at will, and as on the previous 
day, the doubtless frustrated British gunners were unable to offer all but a token 
reply. During the morning 38 year old Captain Henry Lindsay Archer Houblon 
who was commanding at that time, reported many casualties, and that the trench 
parapets had been blown in and that the situation was critical. Later it became 
even worse, with the bombardment being so rapid as to being likened to the 
sound of heavy machine-gun fire. One of the trenches held by the battalion called 
D.5, was rushed by enemy infantry, but it would seem that none of the members 
of "C" Company who had been ensconced in the trench, were at that time in a 
position to offer any form of resistance during the German assault. Captain L. 
Howard Smith, Lieutenant Gerald Randall Howe, and approximately eighty other 
ranks had formerly occupied D.5, but had all been killed or wounded, and all 
were later reported as missing. At the time of Ernest’s death, there were no 
communication trenches in common use, and as such the parties of soldiers of 
varying sizes, were to all intents and purposes isolated and cut-off from help 
and/or support once in place in the allocated trenches, or other forms of 
defensive cover such as shell holes, the reason being that as the engagements 
raged, it would have been far to hazardous  to cross above ground between the 
trenches. Probably due to the fact that D.5 fell to the enemy, who had also 
possessed woods located behind that particular trench complex, it appears to 
have had the knock on effect of another trench (D.4), also being captured by 
enemy infantry. Following the capture of D.5, by the enemy soldiers, D.4 was 
then subjected to fire by the Germans, who had taken over the occupancy of the 
former 2nd Battalion trench. Compounding the perilous position faced by the 
members of the battalion in D.4 was the enemy firing coming from the nearby 
wood in the enemies’ hands. Captain Houblon, and a Lieutenant Sharp along 
with other what remained of  "D" Company, and a few stragglers made gallant 
efforts to remain in trench D.4, but resulting from the firing coming in from both 
sides, their position became virtually un-defendable, necessitating a withdrawal 
along the trench line, a maneuver that was conducted with commendable steady 
order and control. To assist with the final withdrawal from D.4, at great risk to 
themselves, covering fire was provided by Company Sergeant Major, L/6605, 
Ernest George Port, and by Private, 7852, Frederick Campbell who were both 
members of "C" Company, miraculously both of whom managed to extricate 
themselves from the trench whilst under heavy fire. Although he was wounded 
during the fierce engagement, Lieutenant Sharp and the survivors of Captain 
Houblon’s party eventually managed to reach  trench D.3, and later reached D.1, 
which was held by Captain Barnard with "A" Company. A small party of members 
of the battalion led by Second Lieutenant, Ellis Brockman, Backhouse, and a 
company of soldiers of the Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment), led by 
Captain R. Ford, did however manage to tenaciously hold on to a new support 
trench, during which time they were subjected to horrendous enfilade fire from 
enemy heavy howitzers and other artillery pieces. In much the same way that the 
earlier withdrawals had been steadily conducted, the battalion later moved back 
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to bivouacs located in a wood near Poperinghe, taking with it all the wounded 
that could be moved, spare ammunition, tools, and equipment being taken with 
the battalion. Company Sergeant Major, L/6605, Ernest George Port, was 
subsequently awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal, and received his 
commission. The relevant London Gazette entry for his D.C.M., dated 30 June 
1915, reads:- “For conspicuous gallantry near Ypres on 3rd May 1915, in holding 
on to a trench to the last, covering the retirement of his men to another position. 
The enemy, of whom he killed many, were only yards away.” Frederick Campbell 
who also made the heroic rearguard stand with Ernest G. Port D.C.M., 
apparently was not even Mentioned in Despatches, or “B” for Record, he later 
transferred to the Royal Engineers, and served as a Serjeant in a Railway 
Company.  Lieutenant Gerald Randall Howe, was later promoted to Captain and 
became an Adjutant, Captain L. Howard Smith, was later promoted to Major, and 
Captain Henry Lindsay Archer Houblon, who was a son of Colonel George 
Archer Houblon, was also promoted to the rank of Major, and was attached to the 
Royal Army Ordnance Corps. Major Henry Houblon later inherited the 
Hallingbury Place Estate, Essex which had been used extensively by the British 
army during the Great War, and offered it on lease, but possibly resultant of the 
prevailing economic climate which prevailed at that time no one came forward, 
and eventually it was put up for sale.   In October 1923, the great house was 
demolished, and the materials and contents put up for sale and the estate broken 
up. Due primarily to the fact that Ernest had not been an officer, it has not been 
possible thus far to be able to ascertain how, when, or where he actually died, 
during the somewhat one-sided engagement that was fought by the 2nd Battalion 
on 3 May 1915, which is known to have cost the lives of at least 144 other ranks.  
 
CAREY, FRANK. Private, G/14962. 
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 28 October 1918.  
Son of Frederick and Mary Ann Carey (née Godden) of Gosmere Cottages, 
Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Born Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Buried St. Souplet British Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: I. B. 34. 
Commemorated on the Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent civic war memorial.  
Formerly Private, 3770, 3/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment). Frank was born at Sheldwich on 23 April 1899 and baptised at the 
parish church of St. James, Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent on 5 November 1899. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Carey family resided at The Halke, 
Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 39 year old Faversham 
native Frederick Carey, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Frank 
had originally enlisted in the Territorial Force at Canterbury, Kent on 8 
September 1915. At the time of his enlistment in the Territorial Force, Frank 
stated that he was 17 years and 1 month old. He was attested to serve in the 
3/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), in which he 
was serving at Cambridge, when his eldest sister Nellie L. Carey of Woodstreet 
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House, Wood Street, Tonge, Sittingbourne, Kent, contacted the army on behalf 
of the Carey family requesting that frank was not posted abroad on account of his 
age, although the family was fully aware that Frank was keen to serve overseas. 
In response to Nellie’s request, the Carey family was asked to provide Frank’s 
birth certificate to the Infantry Records Office at Hounslow, Middlesex. On receipt 
of his birth certificate by the army which showed that he was born on 23 April 
1899, Frank was discharged from the army at Cambridge on 9 March 1916 
having served for 183 days, due to “Misstatement of age on enlistment.” When 
he was discharged his Military Character Assessment was ‘Good.’ As soon as he 
was old enough to legally enlist for military service, Frank again enlisted in The 
Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at Canterbury, Kent. On 28 October 1918, Frank was 
numbered amongst the seven other ranks serving in the 1st Battalion, The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment) who died, all of which were recorded as having been killed 
in action. Frank was reported as having been killed in action, and as being a 
Selling casualty by the local newspaper; the ‘Faversham News’ in the edition 
dated 16 November 1918. When Frank was officially discharge from the army for 
the second time, the reason was “Due to death.” Frank was a younger brother of 
Harry Carey who is the next casualty briefly commemorated below. 
 
CAREY, HARRY. Private, 27930. 
8th (Service) Battalion, The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.  
Died 1 August 1917. Aged 29. 
Born Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Eldest son of Frederick and Mary Ann Carey (née Godden) of Gosmere 
Cottages, Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 41, 
and on the Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent civic war memorial. 
Formerly Private, 276, Army Service Corps (Territorial Force). As Harry’s medal 
index card entry only shows his service with The Loyal North Lancashire 
Regiment, it would appear that his service in the Army Service Corps (Territorial 
Force) had all been whilst he had been serving in the United Kingdom. Following 
his death, Harry was initially officially recorded as ‘Missing,’ but later for official 
purposes, the Army Council came to the decision that he had died on or after 1 
August 1917, and as having been numbered amongst the 12 other ranks deaths 
suffered by the 8th (Service) Battalion, The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment on 
the day that he lost his life. All of the 12 casualties were deemed by the Army 
Council to have been killed in action. A year after he died, Harry was reported as 
having been killed in action, and as being a Selling, Faversham, Kent casualty by 
the local newspaper; the ‘Faversham News’ in August 1918.   
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COLE, ALEXANDER GEORGE. Private, 10260.  
“C” Company, 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died Wednesday 13 October 1915. Aged 25. 
Born and resided Chilham, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent.  
Son of George and Bessie Cole of Mulberry Hill, Chilham, Ashford, Kent.  
Buried Rue-Petillon Military Cemetery, Fleurbaix, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: I.H.17.  
Commemorated on the Chilham, Kent, civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Cole family resided at Stuppington farm 
Cottages, Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 35 year old Sheldwich, 
Faversham, Kent native George Cole, who was employed as a Cattle Yardman 
on the farm. 
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CREED, STEPHEN CHARLES. Private, 203567. 
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 5 December 1917. Aged 20. 
Born Whitstable, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent. Resided Selling, Faversham, 
Kent. 
Son of Mrs. M. A. Creed of Winterbourne, Dunkirk, Faversham, Kent, and the 
late Stephen Creed. 
Buried Fins New British Cemetery, Sorel-Le-Grand, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: II. F. 11.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Creed family resided at Ivy Lane, Whitstable, 
Kent. Head of the house was 35 year old Throwley, , Faversham, Kent native 
Stephen Creed, who was employed as a Farm Waggoner. 
 

 
DUNK, ERNEST EDWIN, Private, 92381.  
10th (Service) Battalion, Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 
Regiment).  
Died Monday 22 April 1918.  
Born Smarden, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent.  
Son of David and Eva Dunk of Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Buried Varennes Military Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: I.K.17. 
Formerly T3/024113, Royal Army Service Corps. Brother of the next casualty. 
Ernest was a brother of Percy James Dunk who is the next casualty briefly 
commemorated below. 
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DUNK, PERCY JAMES. Private, L/10109.  
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 18 October 1914.  
Born Smarden, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Son of David and Eva Ann Dunk of Perry Wood, Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, 
Belgium. Panel 2. 
Percy enlisted in the Special Reserve for a term of 6 years in The Buffs (East 
Kent Regiment) on 27 January 1913. When he enlisted in the Special Reserve, 
Percy stated that he was 17 years and 7 months old, and employed as a Farm 
Labourer, residing with his parents at Pond Cottages, Chilham, Kent. After 
serving for a virtually a year in the Special Reserve as Private, 10421 and being 
assessed as “Very Good,” Percy enlisted as a regular soldier in The Buffs (East 
Kent Regiment) on 12 January 1914 for 7 years with the Colours and 5 years in 
the Reserve. 
 
FARBRACE , PERCY JOHN. Private, G/52494. 
4th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
Died 9 May 1917. Aged 36. 
Born Woolwich Green, Dover, Kent. Enlisted and resided Faversham, Kent. 
Husband of Mabel Farbrace of 308, London Road, Dover, Kent. 
Formerly Private, F/3524, Middlesex Regiment. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 3, and on 
the South Eastern & Chatham Railway Company war memorial which is located 
at the former Marine Station, Dover, Kent. 
 
FRYER, JAMES WILLIAM. Private, 64015. 
2nd Garrison Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers.  
Died 16 July 1918. Aged 34.  
Born Graveney, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Son of James and Elizabeth Fryer of Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Husband of Mary Frances Fryer of Shepherds Hill, Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Buried Basra War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: III. S. 22. 
Commemorated on the Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent civic war memorial. 
Formerly Private, G/8838, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Fryer family resided at Stone Cottages, 
Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 52 year old Boughton 
Aluph, Ashford, Kent native James Fryer (senior), who was employed as a Farm 
Labourer. James (junior) died of Smallpox whilst he was serving in Mesopotamia. 
His death was reported in the local newspaper; 'The Faversham News' in the 
edition dated 16 November 1918. 
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GAMBRILL , CHARLIE. Private, PW/5184. 
18th (Service) Battalion, (1st Public Works Pioneers) Middlesex Regiment.  
Died 13 August 1916. Aged 28. 
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Faversham, 
Kent. 
Son of Charles and Ellen L. Gambrill of Shepherds Hill, Selling, Faversham, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.  
Pier and Face 12 D and 13 B. 
 
GREENSLADE, ARCHIBALD GEORGE ROBERT. Boy Telegraphist, J/69327. 
Royal Navy, Highflyer. 
Died 30 September 1918. Aged 16. 
Born Faversham, Kent 22 November 1901. 
Son of George William and Louisa Beatrice Greenslade of Sole Street Cottages, 
Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 29. 
 
HALL , BENJAMIN WALTER. Private, G/7732. 
10th (Service) Battalion, (Battersea) The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 
Died 15 September 1916. 
Born Dunkirk, Kent. Enlisted Sheldwich, Kent. Resided Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Son of Albert Hall and Ann Mary Hall (née Packman) of Rhode Common, Selling, 
Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.  
Pier and Face 5 D and 6 D. 
Benjamin enlisted in the army on 9 December 1915 ‘For the Duration of the War.’ 
At the time of his enlistment, Benjamin stated that he was 25 years and 65 days 
old, employed as a Builders Labourer, and that he resided at Rhode Common, 
Selling, Faversham, Kent. Benjamin was attested to serve in the 9 th (Reserve) 
Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment). On 4 March 1916 he was 
posted to the 10th (Service) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey 
Regiment), in which he then remained until his death. After serving for 148 days 
in the United Kingdom, on 5 May 1916 he was posted to France for service in the 
British Expeditionary Force. Following the successful action fought at the Somme 
village of Flers on 15 September 1916 by his battalion, during the course of 
which four lines of enemy trenches were assaulted from the front, Benjamin was 
initially posted as ‘Missing and Wounded.’ On the 4 August 1917, the Army 
Council decided that for official purposes it was to be assumed that Benjamin 
had died on 15 September 1916. 
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HAWKINS, JAMES. Private, G/21494. 
11th (Service) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 
Died 30 September 1916. 
Born and resided Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.  
Pier and Face 5 D and 6 D. 
 
HEAD, PERCY. Lance Corporal, G/15344.  
21st (Service) Battalion, (Islington) Middlesex Regiment.  
Died 16 September 1916. Aged 28. 
Born Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Holloway, London. 
Husband of Florence Elizabeth Head of 32, Newport Road, Aldershot, 
Hampshire.  
Buried in the Philosophe British Cemetery, Mazingarbe, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: I.E.34.  
 
HICKSON, ARTHUR JOHN. Private, L/8326. 
"A" Company, 2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 29 June 1915. Aged 30. 
Born and resided Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of William and Barbara Priscilla Hickson (née Sprickett) of Selling Station, 
Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried St. Marys Churchyard, Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Grave Ref: North East part. 
Arthur was born in Selling on 17 December 1884. He had served in the Royal 
Navy with the official number 302306, and had purchased his discharge prior to 
enlisting in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) as a regular soldier for 3 years with 
the Colours and 9 years in the Reserve on 7 August 1906. At the time of his army 
enlistment Arthur stated that he was 21 years and 9 months old, and that he was 
employed as a Labourer. Following his initial service within the United Kingdom, 
Arthur was posted to South Africa on 1 February 1908 where he served until 26 
October 1908 at which time he was posted to Hong Kong. On 5 December 1910, 
Arthur was posted to Singapore where he served until 31 January 1913 and was 
posted to India where he served until the 2nd Battalion sailed from Bombay on 
16 November 1914, and arrived at Plymouth on 23 December 1914. Arthur’s 
battalion was posted to France on 17 January 1915 as part of the 85th Brigade, 
28th Division. On 16 March 1915, Arthur received a gunshot wound whilst he 
was in his battalion trenches at Kemmel, Belgium. As the result of his wounding, 
Arthur was evacuated back to England the day after being shot and he remained 
in England receiving treatment and convalescence until 12 May 1915 when he 
was sent back to Belgium, and arrived back with his battalion whilst it was taking 
part in the ‘Second Battle of Ypres.’ During his time spent in England, Arthur was 
granted a furlough at his home from 13 April until 26 April. On 2 June 1915 whilst 
the 2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) was serving in the St. Eloi 
sector of Belgium, Arthur was wounded again suffering a shrapnel wound to his 
left knee and was rendered first aid and additional treatment locally, but was 
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evacuated back to England the following day due to the seriousness of his 
injuries. Despite the best efforts of medical staff at the Graylingwell War Hospital, 
Chichester, Sussex, Arthur succumbed to his wounds in Kings Division, Ward 
C.1. on the afternoon of 29 June 1915 with his relatives present. Arthur had 
immediately been put on the danger list and his relatives informed when he 
arrived at the hospital on 4 June. Graylingwell War Hospital where Arthur died 
was posted in the Asylum buildings to the north of Chichester, Sussex, and the 
majority of the patients who died there during the Great War were buried at 
Chichester Cemetery, which is located between the Petworth and Aldingbourne 
roads. Probably Arthur would have been buried at Chichester, but his relatives 
who were present at his death claimed his body for burial at Selling, where he 
was laid to rest with military honours at which time a significant number of people 
were in attendance including family members who were still grieving the loss of 
Arthur’s brother Sidney, who is the casualty briefly commemorated below. 
 
HICKSON, SYDNEY CHARLES LESLIE. Private, L/8970. 
2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 8 February 1915. Aged 23. 
Born and resided Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of William and Barbara Priscilla Hickson (née Sprickett) of Selling Station, 
Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Ramparts Cemetery, Lille Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.   
Grave Ref: B. 14. 
Doubtless Sydney had been influenced by his brother Arthur, prior to enlisting in 
the army on 20 August 1908 as a regular soldier in The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment) for 7 years with the Colours and 5 years in the Reserve. At the time of 
enlisting, Sydney had stated that he was 18 years and 1 month old, and that he 
was employed as a Farm Labourer. Having completed his basic training, Sydney 
was posted to the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on 6 November 
1908, and served in the battalion until being posted to the 2nd Battalion on 10 
September 1910 in which he then remained until his death. In addition to his 
service within the United Kingdom prior to the Great War, Sydney had also 
served in Singapore and India. 
 
JORDAN, HENRY WALTER. Rifleman, S/37737. 
9th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade. 
Died 19 April 1918. Aged 19. 
Born and resided Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Herne Bay, Kent. 
Son of Arthur and Rosa Jordan of Church Cottage, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Le Cateau Military Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: I. B. 61. 
Formerly Private, 10/6378, Training Reserve. 
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KIRBY, FRANK THOMAS. Driver, 199586. 
223rd Field Company, Royal Engineers.  
Died 16 May 1918. Aged 21. 
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent.  
Son of William Kirby and Harriet Kirby (née Jordan) of Gosmere Cottages, 
Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Buried Caestre Military Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: I. C. 10. 
Commemorated on the Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Kirby family resided at Gosmere Cottages, 
Selling, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 34 year old Godmersham, 
Ashford, Kent native William Kirby who was employed as a Farm Waggoner. 
Frank’s brother; John William Kirby served in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), 
the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), and the Hampshire Regiment 
during the Great War, having enlisted in the Territorial Force on 10 November 
1914. John survived the war and was demobilized on 9 May 1919. 
 
NEAME, GERALD TASSEL. Captain. 
7th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 1 July 1916. Aged 31. 
Son of Frank and Louisa Neame, late of Macknade, Queensland. 
Husband of Phyllis Neame. 
Buried Delville Wood Cemetery, Longueval, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: XXIII. Q. 9. 
 
NEAME, GEOFFREY. M.C. Major. 
"B" Battery, 190th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died 2 April 1918. Aged 34. 
Son of Frederick and Kathleen Neame of Luton, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Bienvillers Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: XII. D. 6. 
 
NEVES, FREDERICK. Private, G.7744. 
10th (Service) Battalion, (Battersea), The Queen's (Royal West Surrey 
Regiment). 
Died 26 March 1918. 
Born Goodnestone, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent. Resided Selling, 
Faversham, Kent. 
Son of Frederick Neves and Mary Ann Neves (née Taylor) of Millers Farm, 
Chillenden, Canterbury, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 2. 
Frederick enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on 10 December 
1915. At the time of enlisting in the army, Frederick stated that he was 26 years 
and 75 days old, and that he was employed as a Farm Labourer, residing at The 
Square, Selling, Faversham, Kent. After initially serving in the United Kingdom in 
the 9th (Reserve) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment), 
Frederick served in France from 6 May 1916, in the 10th (Service) Battalion, 
(Battersea), The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment) in which he then 
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remained until his death. During his time serving in France, Frederick suffered a 
series of bouts of Impetigo which resulted in a number of hospitalizations. In 
June 1917 he was admitted to hospital at Etaples, Pas de Calais, France 
suffering from Shell Shock, and after rejoining his unit he was wounded in August 
1917. On 12 November 1917, as part of the 124th Brigade, 41st Division, the 
10th (Service) Battalion, (Battersea), The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment) 
was sent to serve in Italy where it remained until returning to France on 5 March 
1918. During the time which he spent in Italy, Frederick was granted 14 days 
leave from 13 January 1918. Frederick was killed in action whilst his battalion 
was in trenches to the south of Gommecourt, it being only five days after the 
commencement of the German Spring Offensive. 
 
NEWINGTON, JAMES PERCY. D.S.M. Petty Officer Stoker, 307026. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Harrow. 
Died 22 February 1919. Aged 32. 
Born Denton, Kent 15 July 1886. 
Son of Peter and Emily Newington. 
Husband of Rose Maud Newington (née Dury) of Perry Wood, Selling, 
Faversham, Kent. 
Buried St. Marys Churchyard, Shotley, Suffolk. Grave Ref: Royal Navy Plot. 155. 
Details of the award the Distinguished Service Medal to James was published in 
The London Gazette on 28 August 1918. 
 
PAY, ERNEST EDWARD. Lance Corporal, 44766. 
12th (Service) Battalion, (South Belfast) Royal Irish Rifles. 
Died 21 March 1918. Aged 21. 
Enlisted Fulham, London. 
Son of George and Amelia Pay of Harefield, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Pozières Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 75. 
Formerly Private 3052, 1/19th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment, 
(St. Pancras). 
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POUT, ERNEST JOHN. Gunner, 130600. 
No.1 Depot, Royal Garrison Artillery.  
Died 4 January 1917. Aged 34. 
Born Hernhill, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent. Resided Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.    
Son of John Thomas Pout and Sarah Pout (née Hadlow). 
Husband of Nellie Kingsnorth (formerly Pout), (née Monk). 
Buried St. Mary’s Churchyard, Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Grave Ref: North East part. 
Commemorated on the Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent civic war memorial.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Pout family resided at Dargate, Hernhill, 
Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 52 year old Whitstable, Kent native 
John Thomas Pout, who was an Own Account Licenced Victualler. Ernest 
married Boughton under Blean, Faversham, Kent native Miss Nellie Monk on 23 
December 1911. He died whilst he was serving in Wales; his death was 
registered in the Cardiff, Glamorganshire, Wales, Registration District during the 
first quarter of 1917. Ernest’s widow was married for the third time on 22 
December 1932 and became Mrs. Charles Filmer. Nellie died on 2 September 
1945, aged 60, and was laid to rest with Ernest. 
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STANLEY, ALBERT HAROLD. Private, L/9566.  
2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 12 April 1915. Aged 23.  
Born Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.    
Son of Frederick and Elizabeth Mary Stanley of Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 14. 
 
WELLER, JOHN THOMAS. Shoeing Smith, TS/4271. 
Army Service Corps, attached to the 142nd Field Ambulance, Royal Army 
Medical Corps. 
Died 9 November 1918. Aged 23. 
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted and resided Faversham, Kent. 
Son of John Thomas and Mary Elizabeth Weller, of Luton Cottages, Selling, 
Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Awoingt British Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: III. D. 8. 
 
WHITE, WILLIAM DUNNOTT. Private, L/9440. 
2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 2 May 1915. 
Born and resided Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 14. 
 

The Great War  
 1914 -1919 

Lost Men 
 

BARTON, GEORGE THOMAS. Company Quartermaster Serjeant, 205808. 
10th (Service) Battalion, (Kent County), Queen's Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). 123rd Brigade in 41st Division. 
Died Saturday 27 April 1918. Aged 31. 
Born Herne, Kent. Enlisted and resided Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of William George Barton and Olive Frances Barton (née West) of Owens 
Court Cottage, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Husband of Naomi Barton of 29, Canterbury Road, Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Hagle Dump Cemetery, Elverdinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Grave Ref: I. C. 4. 
Commemorated on the Whitstable, Kent civic war memorial. 
Formerly 1778, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
George was a brother of John Barton who is the next casualty briefly 
commemorated below. 
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BARTON, JOHN APPLETON. Private, 9853. 
"B" Company, 1st Battalion, The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.  
2nd Brigade, 1st Division. 
Died Wednesday 24 March 1915. Aged 23. 
Born Herne, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of William George Barton and Olive Frances Barton (née West) of Owens 
Court Cottage, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Hamburg Ohlsdorf Cemetery, Hamburg, Germany. Grave Ref: I. G. 15. 
Commemorated on the Whitstable, Kent civic war memorial.  
A regular soldier, John was serving in the 1st Battalion, The Loyal North 
Lancashire Regiment at Tournay Barracks, Aldershot, Hampshire at the 
commencement of the Great War. He was posted to serve in France on 12 
August 1914, and sailed with his battalion on the SS Agapenor from 
Southampton. Commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel C.G. Knight, the battalion 
arrived at the busy port of Harve on 12 August. Hamburg Ohlsdorf Cemetery 
(Friedhof Ohlsdorf) where John is at rest is the biggest non-military cemetery in 
the world, and it contains 3 Commonwealth War Graves plots. During the Great 
War, Hamburg Cemetery was used for the burial of over 300 Allied servicemen 
who died as prisoners of war. In 1923, it was decided that the graves of 
Commonwealth servicemen who had died all over Germany should be brought 
together into four permanent cemeteries. Hamburg was one of those chosen, 
and burials were brought into the cemetery from 120 burial grounds in Schleswig-
Holstein, Mecklenburg, Oldenburg, Hanover, Saxony, Brunswick and Westphalia. 
The majority died as prisoners, but a few were sailors whose bodies were 
washed ashore on the Frisian Islands. There are now 708 Great War servicemen 
buried or commemorated in the Commonwealth plot at Hamburg.  

 
BRAMBLE , HERBERT. Private, G/4705. 
1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 23 April 1915. Aged 24. 
Born Ospringe, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent. Resided Selling, 
Faversham Kent.  
Son of Mr. and the late Mrs. Bramble of Gushmere, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Husband of Gladys Barrett (formerly Bramble), of Claygate, Marden, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 45. 
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BULLEN , WILLIAM ALFRED. Private, 119829. 
“C” Company, 2nd Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment).  
Died 19 January 1915. Aged 23. 
Born Cork, Ireland. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Gillingham, Kent.  
Eldest son of William Joseph Bullen and Henrietta Hester L.  Bullen (née Fenn) 
of “Storneside,” Perry Wood, Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, 
Belgium. Panel 1, as shown above. William is also commemorated on page 281 
of Ireland’s Memorial Records 1914-1918, and on the Sheldwich, Faversham, 
Kent civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Bullen family resided at Camp Field, 
Llanfaes, Beaumaris, Anglesey, North Wales. Head of the house was 42 year old 
Chatham, Kent native William Joseph Bullen, who was an army Serjeant serving 
in the Royal Engineers. As is often the case when viewing the census details 
appertaining to armed service families, some of the postings affecting the Bullen 
family can be seen. The then 32 year old Henrietta Hester Bullen was a native of 
Woolwich, Kent, which would tend to suggest that the parents of William (junior) 
had met whilst William (senior) was stationed at Woolwich. In addition to the then 
9 year old William (junior) being recorded by the census enumerator, his siblings 
Reginald and Hettie Ada Bullen were both natives of Chatham, Kent; and 1 year 
Millicent was a native of Beaumaris, Anglesey, North Wales. A regular soldier, 
William was probably serving in the 2nd Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West 
Surrey Regiment) at the commencement of the Great War, at Robert’s Heights, 
Pretoria, South Africa. On 19 August 1914 the battalion left for Cape Town, and 
arrived there four days later, sailing from Table Bay on 27 August aboard H.M.T 
Kenilworth Castle. Arriving in Southampton on the 19 September 1914, the 
Battalion made its way to Lyndhurst where, on`20 September 1914 it became 
part of the 22nd Infantry Brigade, 7th Division. During the week of 21 to 27 
September, the officers and some of the other ranks in the battalion were given 
24 hour leave passes to visit their relatives. The remainder of September was 
spent in preparation for the 7th Division’s move to France, for service in the 
British Expeditionary Force. On 4 October 1914 the battalion, which was 
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel M.C. Coles and was comprised of 30 officers 
and 988 other ranks, embarked at Southampton, from where “A” and “B” 
Companies sailed on the SS Cymric on 5 October and landed at Zeebrugge, 
Belgium the following day. “C” and “D” Companies sailed on the SS Turkoman on 
6 October and landed at Zeebrugge the next day. As was the early situations 
with virtually all of the units serving in the British Expeditionary Force, William’s 
battalion was forced to make a significant number of tactical movements. 
Following the 1914 (unofficial) Christmas Truce, during the course of which the 
Germans provided the battalion with a list of captured British officers, the 
battalion moved to reserve positions at Rue Delpierre in the Fleurbaix sector. It 
was either whilst his battalion was in the trenches to the east of La Boutillerie, or 
in the reserve positions at Rue Delpierre that William died.  
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FIELD, LESLIE JACK. Second Lieutenant. 
Attached to the 8th (Service) Battalion, Royal Berkshire Regiment. 
Died 4 November 1918. Aged 23. 
Born Newnham, Kent. 
Son of Albert and Rosanna Field of Stone Cottage, Hogben Hill, Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Buried Montay-Neuvilly Road Cemetery, Montay Le Cateau, Nord, France.  
Grave Ref: III. B. 16. 
 
GATES, SYDNEY JOHN. Lance Corporal, G/8596. 
10th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), (Kent 
County). 
Died 7 June 1917. Aged 21. 
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Sheerness, Isle of Sheppey, Kent. 
Resided Queenborough, Isle of Sheppey, Kent. 
Son of Annie J. Bishop of 19, Stanley Avenue, Queenborough, Isle of Sheppey, 
Kent, and of the late Harry Gates. 
Commemorated at Voormezeele Enclosure No.3 Cemetery, Ieper, West-
Vlaanderen, Belgium. Ref: Special Memorial 15. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Gates family resided at 11, Whiteway Road, 
Queenborough, Isle of Sheppey, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old 
Canterbury, Kent native Annie J. Bishop, who was a widow and worked as a 
Charwoman. 
There are now 1,611 Commonwealth servicemen of the Great War buried or 
commemorated in Voormezeele Enclosure No.3. 609 of the burials are 
unidentified but there are special memorials to 15 casualties known or believed 
to be buried among them, and Sydney is numbered amongst the latter 
casualties. 

 

 
GOODWIN, FREDERICK SUTTON. Stoker 1st Class, SS/00513. 
Royal Navy, (RFR/CH/B/5585). H.M.S. Redbreast. 
Died 15 July 1917. Aged 34. 
Born Canterbury, Kent 22 December 1888. 
Son of Mrs. W. Goodwin of “Jasamine Cottage,” Blean, Canterbury, Kent. 
Husband of Elizabeth Goodwin of “Red Cottage,” Perrywood, Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 23, as shown above, 
and on the Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent civic war memorial. 
H.M.S. Redbreast was a 1,313 ton “Q” ship and ex-fleet messenger, which was 
sunk in the Aegean Sea between Skyros and the Doro (Kafireus) Channel by the 
German coastal mine laying submarine UC-38, commanded by 33 year old 
Oberleutnant zur See, Alfred Klatt. 44 officers and ratings were lost in the sinking 
of Frederick’s ship, and 1 crewmember was taken prisoner. 
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HUDSON, ERNEST JAMES. Private, 70251. 
16th (Service) Battalion, Sherwood Foresters (Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 
Regiment), (Chatsworth Rifles). 
Died 31 July 1917. 
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of James and Caroline Hudson. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 39, 
and on the Adisham, Dover, Kent civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Hudson family resided at “Cooling,” Adisham, 
Kent. Head of the house was 56 year old Herne Bay, Kent native James Hudson, 
who was Farmer and employer. It would seem likely that Ernest had been 
employed by his father on his farm, as he was recorded by the census 
enumerator as being the 16 year son of the farmer, and as a worker. 
 
ING, ALFRED GEORGE. Private, G/2871. 
7th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 2 October 1916. Aged 25. 
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Sittingbourne, Kent. Resided Teynham, 
Sittingbourne, Kent. 
Son of George and Mary Jane Ing of 90, St. Mary's Road, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Mill Road Cemetery, Thiepval, Somme, France. Grave Ref: XIV. D. 3. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Ing family resided at Bridge Farm, Selling, 
Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 35 year old Boughton-under-Blean, 
Faversham, Kent native George Ing, who was employed as a Farm Waggoner. 
 
KEELER, STEPHEN. Lance Corporal, G/3807. 
6th (Service) Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 
Died 19 April 1916. 
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Seal Chart, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 13. 
Formerly Private, G/4541, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
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LANDEN, RICHARD TILL. Private, 123613. 
7th Training Battalion, Royal Army Medical Corps. 
Died 17 October 1917. 
Born Folkestone, Kent. Enlisted Herne Bay, Kent. Resided Selling, Faversham, 
Kent. 
Son of the late Benjamin Landen and Mary Ann Landen (née Hansley).  
Buried St. Marys Churchyard, Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Grave Ref: North East part. 
Richard was called up for military service and enlisted in the army on 3 August 
1917 ‘For the Duration of the War.’ At the time of enlisting in the army, Richard 
stated that he was 38 years and 288 days old, employed as a Farm Hand, and 
that he resided at Keepers Cottage, Perry Wood, Selling, Faversham, Kent, 
naming his uncle Richard Ansley of the same address as his next of kin. Whilst 
carrying out his initial training with the Royal Army Medical Corps at Blackpool, 
Lancashire, Richard was admitted as a patient to the Victoria Hospital, Whitegate 
Drive, Blackpool on 31 August 1917 suffering with an intestinal obstruction. The 
day after arriving at the hospital he was operated on to clear the obstruction, and 
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all went well until 12 September when the symptoms of the obstruction again 
developed and another operation was performed. Richard died at Blackpool on 
17 October 1917, his death being registered in the Fylde, Lancashire, 
Registration District. All correspondence to Richard’s next of kin appertaing to his 
death etcetera was c/o Smith and Partners, Solicitors, Faversham, Kent.  
 
LARRETT, EDWARD. Private, 9334. 
1st Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. 
Died 18 January 1916. 
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Shorncliffe, Kent. Resided 
Bishopsbourne, Canterbury, Kent. 
Buried Amara War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: I. B. 20. 
Edward was posted to serve in Mesopotamia on 5 December 1914. Edward’s 
battalion fought the Turks in Mesopotamia, where they suffered very heavy 
casualties included being besieged at Kut and eventually starved into surrender. 
Of approximately 300 members of the battalion that were captured at Kut, less 
than a third of their number survived captivity. As Amara War Cemetery contains 
4,621 burials of the Great War, more than 3,000 of which were brought into the 
cemetery after the Armistice, it is possible that Edward had been numbered 
amongst the officers and other ranks in his battalion who were captured by the 
Ottoman forces at Kut. 
 
MINTER, EDWARD. Private, G/15647. 
7th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 22 February 1917. Aged 22. 
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Ramsgate, Isle of Thanet, Kent. Resided 
Walmer, Kent. 
Son of Edward and Lucy Minter of 2, Kensham Villas, Manor Road, Upper Deal, 
Kent. 
Buried Hamburg Ohlsdorf Cemetery, Hamburg, Germany. Grave Ref: IV. G. 10.  
Hamburg Ohlsdorf Cemetery (Friedhof Ohlsdorf) is the biggest non-military 
cemetery in the world, and it contains 3 Commonwealth War Graves plots. 
During the Great War, Hamburg Cemetery was used for the burial of over 300 
Allied servicemen who died as prisoners of war. In 1923, it was decided that the 
graves of Commonwealth servicemen who had died all over Germany should be 
brought together into four permanent cemeteries. Hamburg was one of those 
chosen, and burials were brought into the cemetery from 120 burial grounds in 
Schleswig-Holstein, Mecklenburg, Oldenburg, Hanover, Saxony, Brunswick and 
Westphalia. The majority died as prisoners, but a few were sailors whose bodies 
were washed ashore on the Frisian Islands. There are now 708 Great War 
servicemen buried or commemorated in the Commonwealth plot at Hamburg. 
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SHOAT, ALBERT EDWARD. Private, G/ 63685. 
“D” Company, 6th (Service) Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey 
Regiment). 
Died 24 August 1918. Aged 19. 
Born Coopersale, Epping, Essex. Enlisted and resided Epping, Essex.  
Son of George William Shoat of Epping, Essex. 
Husband of Edith Shoat of Stone Stile, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Meaulte Military Cemetery, Somme, France. Grave Ref: G. 22. 
 
SPENDLEY, SIDNEY JAMES. Rifleman, 593515. 
1st/18th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Irish Rifles). 
Died 3 June 1917. Aged 21. 
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted and resided Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. Rose Alice Spendley of 73, Bluevale Street, Dennistoun, Glasgow. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 54. 
Formerly Private, 2682, 4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment). 
 
SPOONER, SIDNEY JOHN. Private, 50396. 
2nd Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. 
Died 11 August 1917. Aged 24. 
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey. Resided 
Faversham, Kent.  
Son of Mrs. Emma Mitchell of 3, School Road, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Reninghelst New Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Grave Ref: III. C. 24. 
 
STANLEY, ALBERT HAROLD. Private, L/9566.  
2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 12 April 1915. Aged 23. 
Born Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Son of Frederick and Elizabeth Mary Stanley of Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 14. 
Stanley enlisted at Margate, Isle of Thanet, Kent, in The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment) Special Reserve on 12 October 1910 for a term of 6 years service, at 
which time he stated that he was 17 years and 6 months old, and that he was 
employed as a Labourer, residing with his parents at Oak Cottage, Norham 
Farm, Selling, Faversham, Kent. Originally Stanley was allotted the regimental 
number 9823. Having enlisted as a regular soldier in the 1st Battalion, The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment) on 12 April 1911 at the age of 18, he was allotted the new 
regimental number 9566. 
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WATERS, ARTHUR. Private, G/6570. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 30 November 1917. Aged 21. 
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent. Resided Boughton-
under-Blean, Faversham, Kent. 
Son of Harry and Sarah Amy Waters. 
Buried Honnechy British Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: I. C. 5. 
 

The Second World War 
1939 – 1945 

 
FAGG, JOHN RICHARD. Sergeant (Flight Engineer), 1813220. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 15 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 8 June 1944. Aged 23. 
Son of Stewart Ernest and Dorothy Ivy Fagg of Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Gambais, Yvelines, France. Grave Ref: Collective grave. 
 
GRACE, MICHAEL JAMES. Sergeant (Bomb Aimer), 1335182. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 57 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 1 May 1943. Aged 21. 
Son of Joseph Michael Grace and Emma Frances Grace of Owens Court, 
Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 151. 
After leaving school, Michael was employed by Gould & Son (Ironmongers), 113 
West Street, Faversham, Kent. Prior to his military service, Michael was 
employed at Owens Court Farm, Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
In 1978 the Royal Netherlands Air Force recovered human remains of two 
members of the crew of Lancaster ED706. It was not possible to make a positive 
identification of these men and they are buried in Plot 22, Row F Graves 8-9 of 
Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery, Gelderland, Netherlands. 
 
IMPETT, HENRY STEPHEN. Flight Sergeant (Observer), 918857. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.  
Died 3 August 1942. Aged 24. 
Son of Stephen and Sophia Impett of Fir Tree House, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Alamein Memorial, Egypt. Column 249. 
 
KINGSNORTH, DAVID JOHN. Sergeant, 1333157. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 207 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 11 June 1943. Aged 21. 
Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 156, and in the 207 
Squadron, Royal Air Force Roll of Honour, which lists those who died in whilst 
serving on No.7 Squadron RNAS or No.207 Squadron Royal Air Force.  
The Roll of Honour was deposited and dedicated in Leicester Cathedral on 
Sunday 5 November 1989, and was updated in 2001. It is in a glass topped case 
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in the south aisle of the Cathedral, beneath the Squadron's original Standard 
which was laid up there on Sunday 14 October 1984. 
 
QUINLAN, BERNARD GEORGE. Gunner, 6968321. 
5 Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery. 
Died 2 December 1943. Aged 21. 
Son of William John and Margaret Cathrine Quinlan of Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cemetery, Langthorne Road, Leytonstone, 
London, E11 4HL. Grave Ref: Screen Wall. Plot 11B. Row 71. Grave 37. 
 
QUINLAN, WILLIAM THOMAS. Sergeant (Navigator), 1399711. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 40 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 18 August 1944. Aged 28. 
Son of William John and Margaret Cathrine Quinlan of Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Bucharest War Cemetery, Rumania. Grave Ref: Collective grave 1. D. 1. 

 
SHRUBSHALL , WILLIAM STEVENS. Private, 5504585. 
1st Battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment. 
Died 12 June 1944. 
Born Faversham, Kent. Resided Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Bayeux War Cemetery, Calvados, France. Grave Ref: XI. J. 23. 
William was educated at Luddenham School, Faversham. Prior to residing at 
Selling, William had previously lived at the village of Uplees on the outskirts of 
Faversham before moving to Selling. At the time of enlisting in the army, William 
had been employed as a Porter at Selling Station. He died of the wounds he had 
received in Normandy, and had previously been wounded in North Africa.  
 
SMITH, ALBERT GEORGE VICTOR. Signalman, C/JX 130758. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Wryneck. 
Died 27 April 1941. Aged 31. 
Son of Mabel A. Smith of Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 45. Column 3. 
Built by Palmers Shipbuilding & Iron Co Ltd of Jarrow-on-Tyne, H.M.S. Wryneck 
was a 1188 ton V&W class fast escort destroyer, that was commisioned on 
Armistice Day 11 November 1918. Like the majority of her type of V&W class 
destroyers, H.M.S. Wryneck, a1188 ton ship had been reduced to the reserve 
before the Second World War. During the early part of the Second World War 
these ships served on fleet duties as well as convoy escort. As the war 
progressed their fleet duties were taken over by new, more modern destroyers 
and they were then only used as convoy escorts, to that end H.M.S. Wryneck 
was reconstructed to a Fast Escort which was completed on 29 August 1940. At 
the commencement the Second World War, H.M.S. Wryneck was stationed at 
Gibraltar as part of the British Mediterranean Fleet. When she was lost, the 
destroyer was commanded by 45 year old Commander, Robert H.D. Lane R.N. 
of Westward Ho, Devon. H.M.S. Wryneck was sunk in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, approximately twenty nautical miles East of Cape Malae, Greece, 
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by German Stuka JU-87 dive-bombers during the evacuation of Crete. When she 
was sunk, 108 perished from the ships compliment of 146, including her 
commander. In company with the Royal Navy destroyer H.M.S. Diamond, the 
officers and ratings were rescuing about 700 soldiers and crew from the 11,600 
ton Dutch liner 'Slamat' which had been attacked and damaged earlier. 'Slamat' 
had been converted as a British troopship and was at that time under British 
control.   

 

The Second World War 
1939 - 1945 

Lost Casualties 
 

BUSBY, HERBERT JAMES. Able Seaman, C/J 103417. 
Royal Navy, SS Laconia. 
Died 12 September 1942. Aged 37. 
Son of Alfred Edward and Sarah Catherine Terry Busby of Margate, Isle of 
Thanet, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 53. Column 2. 
At the time of her loss in addition to her 136 crew members, the SS Laconia was 
carrying about 80 civilians, 268 military personnel and approximately 1800 Italian 
prisoners of war, who were guarded by 160 Polish soldiers. In addition to the 
people on board, she had carried some military equipment. The length of 
sentence at the Nuremberg Trials given to Grossadmiral Karl Dönitz reflected on 
his “Laconia Order,” which he issued on 17 September 1942, which forbade any 
help being given to victims of his U-boats, it being the direct result of the sinking 
of Herbert’s 19,695 ton ship in the South Atlantic, and the actions that had been 
undertaken by the commander of the submarine which had sunk her. When 34 
year old Korvettenkapitän, Werner Hartstein commanding the U-156 surfaced 
after torpedoing the SS Laconia, he was horrified to see that the ship had 
women, children and Italian prisoners of war onboard her, and promptly started a 
rescue operation whilst at the same time calling for help from other U-boats. 
Admiral Dönitz then ordered three other German submarines to assist in the 
rescue operation, plus Italian Regina Marina and Vichy French vessels, Werner 
Hartstein without getting approval radioed that he would not attack any ship 
rendering help in the rescue of those from the SS Laconia. Despite having a Red 
Cross flag draped over the forward gun of U-156, at about 1230 hours on 16 
September 1942, the submarine was attacked by an American Liberator bomber, 
at which time the estimated ninety Laconia survivors were ordered to jump into 
the sea as the U-boat dived. Resulting from the attack on the U-156 by the 
bomber, the following day Admiral Dönitz issued the Laconia Order. Werner 
Hartstein and his crew survived the attack, but he died on 8 May 1943, aged 35. 
Local information obtained by Chilham, Kent resident Len Budd who has carried 
out researches on the Chilham war casualties indicates that Herbert had been a 
resident of Selling, Kent. As Herbert was a member of the Royal Navy on the SS 
Laconia, it would seem likely that he was probably a D.E.M.S gunner. 
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FRYER, LESLIE JAMES. Leading Seaman, C/J109746. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Teviot Bank. 
Died 28 November 1941. Aged 33. 
Son of the late Private James William Fryer, (Northumberland Fusiliers), and of 
Mary Frances Fryer, of Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Husband of Ada Fryer of Mildenhall, Suffolk. 
Buried Kranji War Cemetery, Singapore. Grave Ref: 35. C. 1. 
Leslie’s father died on active service in Iraq on 16 July 1918, and is 
commemorated on the Great War memorial plaque in Selling parish church. It 
seems particularly ‘odd’ that Leslie is numbered amongst the Selling Second 
World War casualties who are not commemorated on the Second World War 
memorial plaque. 
 
KENNARD DAVIS , LEONARD JAMES. Private, 7523045. 
1st Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
Died 1 May 1944. Aged 30. 
Born Japan. Resided Kent. 
Son of Leonard Kennard Davis and Annie Mavis Davis of Selling, Faversham, 
Kent. 
Buried Beach Head War Cemetery, Anzio, Italy. Grave Ref: XVIII. D. 11. 
Commemorated at Haileybury College, Hertfordshire. 
Leonard was been educated at Haileybury College, and had resided in Canada 
prior to the Second World War, where he was employed as an Insurance Broker. 
He had travelled from Brisbane, Australia to London as a passenger on the 
22,284 ton Peninsula and Orient Steam Navigation Company Ltd liner Strathaird, 
which docked at the Port of London on 17 March 1939. At the time of his arrival 
in London, Leonard’s intended address as noted in the log book of the Strathaird 
was “Craythorne,” Tenterden, Kent, which was probably the home of his mother 
and father at that time. 
 



 

 31 

 
KNIGHT, ALFRED GEORGE. Private, 11062408. 
Pioneer Corps. 
Died 31 May 1944. 
Son of William George and Mary Dorothy Knight. 
Husband of Kathleen Harris Knight, of Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Buried St. Marys Churchyard, Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
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LAKING , JAMES HENRY. Private, 6286839. 
2nd Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
Died 19 May 1940. Aged 23. 
Born and resided Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of Charles Wood and Laura Laking (née Wood) of 4 Gosmere Cottages, 
Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Dunkirk Memorial, Nord, France. Column 38, as shown 
above. 
Pre war member of The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). James’s birth was 
registered in the Bridge, Canterbury, Kent, Registration District during the first 
quarter of 1917. 
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