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Sevenoaks Weald 
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The Great War 
1914-1919 

 
BASHFORD, LEONARD ABRAHAM. Private, 30836. 
City of London Yeomanry (Rough Riders). 
Died 28 November 1917. 
Born and resided Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Bedford, Bedfordshire. 
Son of Thomas and Ellen Bashford (née Coulstock). 
Commemorated on the Jerusalem Memorial, Israel. Panel 6, and on the Turvey, 
Bedfordshire, civic war memorial. 
Formerly Private, 30836, Bedfordshire Yeomanry. At the time of the 1901 
census, the Bashford family resided at Bowzell Common, Sevenoaks Weald, 
Kent. Head of the house was 53 year old Chiddingstone, Kent native Thomas 
Bashford, who was employed as a Carpenter and Joiner. 
 

 
BEANLANDS , BERNARD PAUL GASCOIGNE. M.C. Captain. 
Royal Air Force. 
Died 8 May 1919. Aged 21. 
Born Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 9 September 1897. 
Son of the late Canon Arthur J. Beanlands, M.A., F.S.A., of Wickhurst Manor, 
Sevenoaks Weald, sometime Rector of Christ Church Cathedral, Victoria, British 
Columbia, and of the late Laura Maud Beanlands (née Hills). 
Buried St. Nicholas Churchyard, Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Grave Ref: New ground, North West corner.  
Commemorated on page 596 of the Canadian First World War Book of 
Remembrance. As can be seen on the relevant accompanying photograph, on 
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the Sevenoaks Weald civic war memorial, Bernard is commemorated as Paul 
Beanlands, possibly indicative of the name by which he was commonly known. 
Formerly Second Lieutenant 1st Battalion, Hampshire Regiment Bernard joined 
the Hampshire Regiment on 23 December 1914, and was posted to France with 
the battalion on 23 January 1915. Whilst serving as a Second Lieutenant in the 
Hampshire Regiment, he obtained his Royal Aero Club Aviators Certificate (No. 
2473) on 20 February 1916, at the Military School, Shoreham, Sussex, flying a 
Maurice Farman Biplane, at which time he resided at Wickhurst Manor, Weald, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. After obtaining his Royal Aero Club Aviators Certificate, he 
transferred to the Royal Flying Corps later the same year. Bernard was posted to 
70 Squadron, Royal Flying Corps, and scored his first victory flying a Sopwith 1½ 
Strutter on 6 September 1916. In the summer of 1917, Bernard was reassigned 
to 24 Squadron, Royal Flying Corps as a flight commander. After scoring seven 
victories flying the D.H.7., his squadron was re-equipped with the S.E.5a and 
with this aircraft; he scored his final victory on 18 March 1918. Three days later, 
he was wounded in action and did not return to combat duty. Bernard had served 
in 18th Wing Head Quarters, Royal Air Force during the latter stages of the Great 
War. The following information appertaining to the award of the Military Cross, 
was published in a Supplement to the London Gazette, dated 25 April 1918:- “Lt. 
(T./Capt.) Bernard Paul Gascoigne Beanlands, Hamp. R. and R.F.C. For 
conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He has brought down three enemy 
aeroplanes out of control and driven down several others over the enemy lines.” 
Bernard was killed while flying at Northolt, Middlesex. Brief mention should be 
made of the fact that the first coat of arms of the province of British Columbia 
was created by Bernard father; Durham native Canon Arthur Beanlands of 
Victoria, whose version was similar to the modern one in use today. 
 
BOAKES , NORMAN WALTER. Lance Corporal, G/16965. 
12th Platoon, “C” Company, 6th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West 
Kent Regiment). 
Died 12 May 1917. Aged 22. 
Born and resided Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Sidney and Mary Ellen Boakes (née Sears) of Clenches Cottage, 
Kippington, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Husband of the late Florence Boakes (née Smith). 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 7. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Boakes family resided at Sevenoaks, Weald, 
Kent. Head of the house was 39 year old Chevening, Kent native Sidney and 
Mary Ellen Boakes, who was an (Own Account) Shop Keeper. When Norman 
enlisted in the army on 27 June 1916, his medical classification was recorded as 
being only category C1, and as such was only accepted for “Service at home.” 
When he enlisted, Norman stated that he was aged 22 years and 3 months, and 
a Farmer residing at Hurst Farm, Sevenoaks, Weald, Kent. On being asked if he 
had a preference regarding which branch of the army he wished to serve in, 
Norman stated the Royal Garrison Artillery, after which he was attested to serve 
in the Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). Less than a month after joining 
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the army, Norman married Miss Florence Smith at Sevenoaks, on 21 July 1916. 
On the completion of his training, Norman was posted to serve in the 6th 
(Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), and was posted 
to France on 21 March 1917, he became a member of “C” Company of the 
battalion on 18 April 1917 in which he served until being killed in action on 12 
May 1917. 
 
EVEREST, JAMES. Gunner, 42112. 
10th Battery, 3rd Brigade, Canadian Field Artillery. 
Died 1 May 1915. Aged 25. 
Born Sevenoaks, Weald, Kent 1 February 1890. 
Son of Annie Everest of Sevenoaks, Kent, and the late George Everest.  
Husband of Amelia Everest of 6, Montague Street, Reading, Berkshire. 
Buried Longuenesse (St. Omer) Souvenir Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: I. A. 100. 
Commemorated on page 13 of the Canadian First World War Book of 
Remembrance. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Everest family resided at Windmill Cottage, 
Sevenoaks, Weald, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old Mereworth, Kent 
native Annie Everest, who was a widow and employed as a Charwoman. James 
enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force, at Valcartier, Quebec, Canada on 
24 September 1914, and stated that he was employed as a Press Hand, and that 
his wife Amelia who he named as being his next of kin, resided at 9, Mount 
Place, Sevenoaks, Weald, Kent. As a member of the 1st Canadian Contingent of 
the British Expeditionary Force, James had initially served in the 7th Battery, 3rd 
Brigade, Canadian Field Artillery, which at the time was commanded by Major 
William B. King, who had also been James’s Commanding Officer on the day that 
he died. Whilst this is a brief tribute to James Everest, it would be remiss to not 
make mention of 20 year old Lance Corporal Frederick Fisher V.C., who was the 
first native of Canada to win Victoria Cross while serving in the Canadian Army. 
At the commencement of the Second Battle of Ypres on 22 April 1915, in the 
neighbourhood of St. Julien, the Germans unleashed the first effective poison 
gas attack of the Great War. Caught by surprise, the French division to the left of 
the 1st Canadian Division was routed suffering very heavy casualties. After a 
short pause to wait for the gas to clear, the Germans launched an attack into the 
gap, while the British and Canadians desperately tried to establish a new 
defence line. Thousands of German troops were moving in the open towards the 
hasty defence created by elements of the 14th Battalion Canadian Expeditionary 
Force around St. Julien. As the improvised defence crumbled, the enemy were 
only 200 yards away and threatening to overrun James’s battery, when Lance-
Corporal Fisher, along with six other men, went forward with his Colt machine-
gun and, under heavy fire, covered the retreat of the battery, losing four men in 
the process. This action allowed the Canadian gunners to haul their 18 pounder 
field guns out of danger of falling into enemy hands. Sadly Frederick Fisher fell 
on 23 April 1915, the day after helping to save the guns of James’s battery. 
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FRANCIS, GEORGE. Private, S/8714. 
3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 4 May 1916. Aged 23. 
Born Sevenoaks Weald, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of George J. and Mary Francis of 9, Victory Cottages, The Weald, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Fort Pitt Military Cemetery, Chatham, Kent. Grave Ref: Grave1393. 
 
KINGSWOOD, ARTHUR. Private, S/350. 
1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 30 July 1916. 
Born Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. 
Buried Serre Road No.2 Cemetery, Serre-les-Puisieux, Somme, France. 
Grave Ref: XVII. G. 14.  
 
LAWRENCE, KENNETH JOHN. Private, 6718. 
20th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment, (Blackheath and 
Woolwich). 
Died 3 October 1916. Aged 21. 
Born and resided Sevenoaks, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. 
Son of William and Harriet Lawrence of Gardener's Cottage, St. Julian’s, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.  
Pier and Face 9 D 9 C 13 C and 12 C. 
Formerly Private, 2287, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
 
LONG, HERBERT. Private, G/12966. 
1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 4 September 1916. Aged 19. 
Born and enlisted Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of William and Mercy Jane Long of 5, Patience Cottages, Weald, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C. 
 
MARTIN, ARTHUR. Private, S/9000. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders. 
Died 12 October 1916. Aged 24. 
Born Dundee, Forfarshire, Scotland. Enlisted Warley, Essex. 
Son of Caroline Martin of Meopham Cottage, Weald, Sevenoaks, Kent, and the 
late John Samuel Martin. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 15 C.  
 
MARTIN, ALFRED. No clear irrefutable match at this time. 
 
MARTIN, ALBERT. No clear irrefutable match at this time. 
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MARTIN, ARTHUR ERIC. As commemorated on the Sevenoaks Weald, civic 
war memorial, is possibly the following local (Sevenoaks) British army casualty:- 
MARTIN, ARTHUR. Private, 67249. 
2nd/2nd Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
Died 28 September 1918. 
Born Millwall, London. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Valenciennes (St. Roch) Communal Cemetery, Nord, France. 
Grave Ref: V. F. 14. 
Formerly Private, 17723, 29th Training Reserve Battalion. 
 
MILES, ALBERT. Private, G/44754. 
Middlesex Regiment, posted to the 7th (City of London) Battalion, London 
Regiment. 
Died 25 July 1918. Aged 19. 
Born and resided Sevenoaks Weald, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Enos and Fanny Miles of 5, Victory Cottages, The Weald, Sevenoaks, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Pozières Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 60 or 61. 
 
SIMMONS, ARTHUR. No clear irrefutable match at this time. 
 
SWIFT, HUBERT WITHAM. Private, 73963. 
28th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Saskatchewan Regiment). 
Died 8 October 1915. Aged 23. 
Born Croydon, Surrey 3 January 1892. 
Son of Emily Swift of Sevenoaks Weald, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 28, 
and on page 38 of the Canadian First World War Book of Remembrance. 
At the time of the 1901 census, Hubert was residing with his mother and other 
relatives at 8 Lower Coombe Street, Croydon, Surrey, which was the home of his 
grandfather, 69 year old Walworth, Surrey native William Pool who was 
employed as a Boot Finisher. Hubert enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force at Fort William, Ontario, Canada on 23 October 1914. At the time of his 
enlistment, Hubert stated that he was employed as a Brakeman on the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, and named his mother as his next of kin. 
 
WYNN, HERBERT HORICK. Able Seaman, LZ/2192. 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. Hawke Battalion, 63rd (Royal Naval) Division. 
Died 8 May 1917. Aged 22. 
Born Sevenoaks, Kent 20 March 1895. 
Son of Frederick and Emma Wynn of Bowzell Common, Weald, Sevenoaks, 
Kent. 
Buried Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, Boulogne-sur-Mer, Pas de Calais, France. 
Grave Ref: IV. B. 8. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Wynn family resided at Bowzell, Weald, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. Head of the house was 45 year old Sundridge, Kent native 
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Frederick Wynn, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Frederick 
enlisted on 7 June 1915, at which time he stated that he was employed as a 
Gardener, naming his father as his next of kin. Following his training, Frederick 
was posted to a draft for service with the British Expeditionary Force on 25 
October 1915. On 2 December 1915, Frederick joined the Hawke Battalion, 63rd 
(Royal Naval) Division. Having been wounded on 23 April 1917, at which time he 
had suffered a gunshot wound to his right cheek and shoulder, at 1355 hours on 
8 May 1917, Frederick succumbed to his wounds whilst he was a patient 
receiving treatment for same at the13th Stationary Hospital, Boulogne-sur-Mer. 
 

The Great War 
1914-1919 

Lost Men 
 

CAMPION, CHARLES J. Bombadier, 83462. 
"A" Battery, 93rd Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died 10 September 1917. Aged 22. 
Born and resided Bethnal Green. Enlisted London.  
Son of Charles J. and Augusta M. Campion of 13, Victory Cottages, Weald, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Artillery Wood Cemetery, Boezinge, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Grave Ref: III. A. 13. 
 
CASTLEDEN, THOMAS FREDERICK. Private, 201558. 
4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Suffolk Regiment. 
Died 23 April 1917. Aged 39. 
Born and enlisted Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Son of Charlotte Castleden of The Weald, Sevenoaks, Kent, and the late William 
Castleden.  
Husband of Hannah J. Castleden of 25, Victoria Road, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 4. 
 
COLE, ABRAHAM. Private, G/9348.  
10th (Service) Battalion, (Kent County) Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent 
Regiment). 
Died 16 September 1916.  
Born Sevenoaks Weald, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Ash-Cum-Ridley, Kent. 
Son of John and Sarah Ann Cole (née Marchant) of Weald, Sevenoaks, Kent.   
Buried Bulls Road Cemetery, Flers, Somme, France. Grave Ref: II. E. 10. 
Commemorated on the Ash-Cum-Ridley, Kent civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Cole family resided at Eastbrook Cottage, 
Sevenoaks Weald, Kent. Head of the house was 47 year old Sundridge, Kent 
native John Cole, who was employed as a Teamster on a farm. Abraham was 
recorded by the census enumerator as being 5 years old. 
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SCOTT, CHARLES WILLIAM. Private, TF/266397. 
1st/1st Kent Cyclist Battalion, Army Cyclist Corps. 
Died 11 November 1918. 
Born Sevenoaks Weald, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. (Please see below). 
Eldest son of William H. and Emily Scott of Noah’s Ark, Kemsing, Sevenoaks, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Kirkee, India 1914-1918 Memorial. Face 11, and on the 
Kemsing, Sevenoaks, Kent civic war memorial. Charles is also commemorated 
on the 1st/1st Kent Cyclist Battalion, Army Cyclist Corps memorial plaque in 
Canterbury Cathedral, Kent. 
Charles was a victim of the world wide Influenza pandemic, which ultimately 
claimed more lives than the Great War. Recorded in/on SDGW as born 
Sevenoaks Weald, Kent, but on the 1901 census when the family resided at 
Noah’s Ark, Kemsing, he is shown as being a 14 year old native of 
Hildenborough, Kent. The other five children of William and Emily were recorded 
by the census enumerator as Kemsing natives. The youngest of the Scott 
brothers also died in the Great War, he being:-  
SCOTT, ARTHUR ERNEST. M.M. Private, G/23885. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.  
Died 7 September 1918. Aged 20.  
Born Kemsing, Kent. Enlisted Tonbridge, Kent. Resided Seal, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Peronne Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: III. O. 38. 
Arthur had been wounded in action and evacuated back to the United Kingdom, 
and after recovering Arthur returned to France in December 1917. Awarded the 
Military Medal in March 1918. Another of the Scott brothers, William was 
wounded but fortunately survived the Great War. 
 
 

The Second World War 
1939-1945 

 
HILLS, PETER FRANCIS. Ordinary Seaman, JX 518564. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Collingwood. 
Died 18 June 1943. Aged 17. 
Born Kent. 
Son of Fred and Elsie Rebecca Hills (née Evans) of Weald, Kent. 
Buried Haslar Royal Naval Hospital, Hampshire. Grave Ref: E. 63. 14. 
H.M.S. Collingwood, at Fareham, Hampshire, was built as a Royal Navy, New 
Entry Training Establishment for hostilities only ratings of the Seaman Branch, 
and was opened on 10 January 1940. On 18 June 1943 three huts in Culloden 
Road were damaged by a bomb, and Peter who died of his injuries later the 
same day, was one of the thirty-one ratings who lost their lives as the result of 
the bombing. 
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INGRAM, JOHN EDWARD RALPH. Gunner, 1550494. 
138 Independent Light Anti Aircraft Battery, Royal Artillery. 
Died 17 July 1943. Aged 27. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of James and N. E. Ingram. 
Husband of Maude Ingram of Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Catania War Cemetery, Sicily. Grave Ref: IV. B. 32. 
 
MAYHEW, GEOFFREY JAMES BURKE. Lieutenant, 276112. B.A. (Oxon.). 
1st Derbyshire Yeomanry, Royal Armoured Corps. 
Died 18 November 1943. Aged 21. 
Born Berkshire. Resided Kent. 
Son of Major Alfred Geoffrey Horace Mayhew, M.C., and Sheila Margaret Burke, 
Mayhew, of Sevenoaks, Kent.  
Buried Naples War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: III. C. 2. 
Supplement to the London Gazette dated 11 June 1943, recorded that Geoffrey 
was numbered amongst the Cadets who became Second Lieutenant’s on 8 May 
1943. 
 
WEST, BERNARD GEOFFREY. Stoker 1st Class, C/KX 161347. 
Royal Navy, H.M.M.A.S.B. 29. 
Died 14 March 1944. Aged 20. 
Son of Edward and Maud Louisa West, of Sevenoaks Weald, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Ramsgate and St Lawrence Cemetery, Isle of Thanet, Kent. 
Grave Ref: Ramsgate Division. Section M.A. Grave 161. 
Bernard died of wounds whilst serving as a member of the crew of H.M. Motor 
Anti-Submarine Boat. No.29. 
 
DAVIS, DENYS WALTER. Sub-Lieutenant. (A). 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, H.M.S. Victorious. 
Died 24 March 1942. 
Commemorated on the Lee-on-Solent Memorial. Bay 4, Panel 1. 
Denys lost his life during an air crash, whilst serving as a member of 832 
Squadron, Fleet Air Arm. The squadron was first formed in April 1941 at Lee-on-
Solent, Hampshire, as an Albacore torpedo spotter reconnaissance squadron. 
 
MILES, EDWIN ROBERT. Private, 14436438. 
2nd Battalion, East Yorkshire Regiment. 
Died 27 February 1945. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Buried Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery, Gelderland, Netherlands. 
Grave Ref: VI. F. 14. 
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HODDER-WILLIAMS , GEOFFREY. Sergeant (Air Gunner), 1628242. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 166 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 11 June 1944. Aged 19. 
Son of Robert Percy and Ragnhild Sophie Hodder-Williams of Weald Place, 
Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried Mareil-le-Guyon Communal Cemetery, Yvelines, France.  
Grave Ref: Collective grave. 
On the night of 10/11 June 1944, 432 R.A.F. Bomber Command aircraft 
comprised of 323 Lancasters, 90 Halifaxes, 19 Mosquitos, attacked railway 
targets at Achères, Dreux, Orléans and Versailles, in support of the allied land 
forces following the D-Day Landings in Normandy. Flown by 22 year old Pilot 
Officer (Pilot) Peter Shaw of Bettws-Y-Coed, Caernarvonshire, North Wales, 
Lancaster bomber LM135  AS-N took off from R.A.F. Kirmington, Lincolnshire, at 
2240 hours on 10 June 1944, as one of the aircraft detailed to bomb the rail 
facilities at the commune of Achères, Yvelines, France, with Geoffrey serving as 
one of the Lancasters crew of seven. His bomber crashed at the commune of 
Mareil-le-Guyon, Yvelines), 11 miles to the north of Rambouillet.15 of the 
Lancasters and 3 Halifaxes were lost during the nights bombing operations. 
Geoffrey’s Lancaster was delivered to his squadron by the manufactures 
Armstrong Whitworth in May 1944. The aircraft also took part in the key raid 
against Versailles on the night of 7/8 June 1944, and when it was lost it had 
completed a total of 28 hours flying. The seven crew of Lancaster bomber LM135  
AS-N, which was made up of 5 members of the Royal Air Force, 1 member of the 
Royal Canadian Air Force, and 1member of the Royal Australian Air Force, are at 
rest together at Mareil-le-Guyon Communal Cemetery, and are the only 
Commonwealth casualties there. Geoffrey’s squadron was based at R.A.F. 
Kirmington from January 1943 to 1945; it is now the location of Humberside 
international Airport. Geoffrey was a member of the Hodder and Stoughton 
publishing dynasty, which was based at St. Hugh's School, Bickley, Kent for most 
of the Second World War, and latterly from Weald Place, Sevenoaks, Kent, from 
July 1944 after the school was damaged by a flying bomb. 
 

The Second World War 
1939-1945 

Lost Men 
 
O'MEARA, BARRY ADEN JOSEPH. Lieutenant, 151674. 
5th Royal Inniskilling Dragoon Guards, Royal Armoured Corps. 
Died 7 March 1945. Aged 25. 
Born India. Resided Kent. 
Son of His Honour Judge A. J. O'Meara and of Myrtle L. O'Meara, of Weald, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Cassino Memorial, Italy. Panel 1. 
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ORR-EWING, ARCHIBALD IAN. Flight Lieutenant, 81846. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 
Died 24 March 1942. Aged 57. 
Son of John and Clarissa Ellen Orr-Ewing. 
Husband of Gertrude Bertha Orr Ewing of Weald, Kent. 
Commemorated at Golders Green Crematorium. Panel 3. 

 

Post Second World War Casualty 
1980 

 
JONES, FRASER. Sapper, 24328376. 
Royal Engineers. 
Died 3 February 1980. 
Born Greenwich, London 20 April 1958. 
Buried St. George’s Churchyard, Sevenoaks Weald, Kent. 
Commemorated at the National Arboretum, Alrewas, Staffordshire, and on the 
Roll of Honour at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea. 
Fraser died as the result of a Road Traffic Accident whilst serving in Northern 
Ireland, and was numbered amongst the 262 serving military personnel that lost 
their lives in R.T.A.’s in Northern Ireland between 1969 and 2007. 
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