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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

 

 
AMOS, CHARLES BYRON. Lance Corporal, 28951. 
“E” Company, 16th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Manitoba Regiment).  
Died Thursday 22 April 1915. Aged 29. 
Born Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent.  
Youngest son of Henry and Ellen Mary Amos (née Byron) of Ashford, Kent, 
formerly of Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. 
Husband of Brenda Grant Amos (née Bailey) of 9, Chatsworth Gardens, 
Acton Hill, London.  
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium, Panel 
24, and on the Molash, Kent civic war memorial, also on page 3 of the 
Canadian First World War Book of Remembrance. 
Charles was born at Littles Manor, Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent 12 August 
1886. He was baptised at the parish church of St. James, Sheldwich, on 12 
September 1886. He was educated at Felsted School, Dunmow, Essex, 
where he was residing at the time of the 1901 census, at which time the 
Reverend Herbert Andrew Dalton was the Headmaster. Whilst at Felsted, 
Charles had won the Junior Steeplechase once, and the Senior Steeplechase 
twice, and he also was the schools sports champion. On the completion of his 
education at Felsted, Charles studied at the Crystal Palace Engineering 
School, London. He married Miss Brenda Grant Bailey at the parish church of 
St. Andrew, Hillingdon West Uxbridge, Middlesex on 25 October 1911. At the 
time of their marriage, 25 year old Charles was a Farmer residing at “New 
House,” Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent, and 23 year old Brenda resided at 9, 
Belmont Road, Hillingdon, Uxbridge, Middlesex. Charles went to Canada in 
April 1913. When Charles enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force at 
Valcartier Camp, Quebec, Canada on 23 September 1914, he stated that he 
was an Engineer, and that he had formerly served for a period of 4 years in 
the Officer Training Corps. Following his enlistment, Charles was posted to 
“E” Company, 16th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Manitoba Regiment), 3rd 
Canadian Infantry Brigade, in which he remained until he was killed in action. 
Following his death, one of Charles’s comrades wrote a letter of condolence 
to the Amos family, part of which said: - “Charlie was shot after we had 
recaptured the guns and were returning. We were sent out of one small fort 
and had to dig ourselves in about 100 yards in advance of the fort, and it was 
whilst doing this that Charlie was hit; in fact, we had just received the order to 
go back to the fort, and he and I were making or way down a small ditch when 
he fell; his death was instantaneous as he was shot in the head.”  
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BESSANT, FRANK DAN. Sergeant, 36549. 
1st Battalion, East Surrey Regiment.  
Died 22 April 1918. Aged 29.  
Born Fritham, Lyndhurst, Hampshire. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided 
Godshill, Fordingbridge, Hampshire.  
Son Annie Bessant of Rose Cottage, Fordingbridge, Godshill, Hampshire, and 
the late of Daniel Bessant. 
Husband of Hilda May Bessant (née Jordan) of Ransome Hill, Badlesmere, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Buried Morbecque British Cemetery, Nord, France.  
Grave Ref: Plot I. Row C. Grave 7.  
Commemorated on the Hernhill, Faversham, Kent civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Bessant family resided at Bramshaw, 
Lyndhurst, Hampshire. Head of the house was 46 year old Rownhams, 
Southampton, Hampshire native Daniel Bessant, who was recorded as being 
an Inn Keeper by the census enumerator. Unfortunately the enumerator in 
1901 did not record the address of the Bessant family, which was probably 
the Royal Oak Inn at Bramshaw, as that was the address of Frank’s family at 
the time of the 1891 census. Frank married Miss Hilda May Jordan in the 
Faversham, Kent registration area during the last quarter of 1915. He enlisted 
in the Territorial Force ‘For the Duration of the War’ on 16 November 1915. 
On 26 November 1915, Frank was posted to serve as Private, 4212, in the 
3/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). After only 
four days serving in the battalion Frank was promoted to the rank of Sergeant, 
and remained as such until reverting to a Private at his own request on 9 May 
1916. Frank’s second period of time spent as a Private was also of only a 
short duration, as on 17 August 1916 he became a (Paid) Lance Corporal. He 
was promoted to a Sergeant for a second and final time on 2 January 1917. It 
was a Sergeant that Frank was transferred to the 32nd Training Reserve 
Battalion on 16 June 1917. Until the end of August 1916, the latter battalion 
had been the 15th (Reserve) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London 
Regiment). Having completed his tour of duty as an instructor with the 32nd 
Training Reserve Battalion, Frank was transferred to the 1st Battalion, East 
Surrey Regiment, on 7 November 1917. Whilst he was stationed at Clipstone 
Camp near Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, Frank received notification of being 
posted to France and resultant of same he left Clipstone Camp on 7 
November 1917 The day after leaving Clipstone Camp, Frank embarked for 
France at Folkestone, Kent. Although he served in the country twice, the 
combined amount of time that Frank actually served in France was of only a 
short duration. As part of the 95th Brigade of the 5th Division, the 1st 
Battalion, East Surrey Regiment was posted to serve in Italy on 12 December 
1917, where it then remained until returning to serve in France until 3 April 
1918, and the battalion arrived at Frévent in the Pas de Calais on 6 April 
1918. Due to ‘problems’ encountered appertaining to Frank’s places of birth 
and early residence, it seemed a good idea to mention that Bramshaw, where 
Frank spent his childhood is a collection of hamlets comprising of Brook, 
Bramshaw, Canterton, Dazel, Fritham, Furzley and Penn, and lies entirely 
within the New Forest National Park. Bramshaw was partly in Wiltshire and 
partly in Hampshire until the 'County of Southampton Act 1894' placed it all 
into Hampshire. The boundary of the counties ran through the churchyard.  
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BULLEN , WILLIAM ALFRED. Private, L/7829. 
“C” Company, 2nd Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment).  
Died 19 January 1915. Aged 23. 
Born Cork, Ireland. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Gillingham, Kent.  
Eldest son of William Joseph Bullen and Henrietta Hester L.  Bullen (née 
Fenn) of “Storneside,” Perry Wood, Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, 
Belgium. Panel 1, as shown above. William is also commemorated on page 
281 of Ireland’s Memorial Records 1914-1918. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Bullen family resided at Camp Field, 
Llanfaes, Beaumaris, Anglesey, North Wales. Head of the house was 42 year 
old Chatham, Kent native William Joseph Bullen, who was an army Serjeant 
serving in the Royal Engineers. As is often the case when viewing the census 
details appertaining to armed service families, some of the postings affecting 
the Bullen family can be seen. The then 32 year old Henrietta Hester Bullen 
was a native of Woolwich, Kent, which would tend to suggest that the parents 
of William (junior) had met whilst William (senior) was stationed at Woolwich. 
In addition to the then 9 year old William (junior) being recorded by the census 
enumerator, his siblings Reginald and Hettie Ada Bullen were both natives of 
Chatham, Kent; and 1 year Millicent was a native of Beaumaris, Anglesey, 
North Wales. A regular soldier, William was probably serving in the 2nd 
Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment) at the commencement 
of the Great War, at Robert’s Heights, Pretoria, South Africa. On 19 August 
1914 the battalion left for Cape Town, and arrived there four days later, sailing 
from Table Bay on 27 August aboard H.M.T Kenilworth Castle. Arriving in 
Southampton on the 19 September 1914, the Battalion made its way to 
Lyndhurst where, on`20 September 1914 it became part of the 22nd Infantry 
Brigade, 7th Division. During the week of 21 to 27 September, the officers and 
some of the other ranks in the battalion were given 24 hour leave passes to 
visit their relatives. The remainder of September was spent in preparation for 
the 7th Division’s move to France, for service in the British Expeditionary 
Force. On 4 October 1914 the battalion, which was commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel M.C. Coles and was comprised of 30 officers and 988 
other ranks, embarked at Southampton, from where “A” and “B” Companies 
sailed on the SS Cymric on 5 October and landed at Zeebrugge, Belgium the 
following day. “C” and “D” Companies sailed on the SS Turkoman on 6 
October and landed at Zeebrugge the next day. As was the early situations 
with virtually all of the units serving in the British Expeditionary Force, 
William’s battalion was forced to make a significant number of tactical 
movements. Following the 1914 (unofficial) Christmas Truce, during the 
course of which the Germans provided the battalion with a list of captured 
British officers, the battalion moved to reserve positions at Rue Delpierre in 
the Fleurbaix sector. It was either whilst his battalion was in the trenches to 
the east of La Boutillerie, or in the reserve positions at Rue Delpierre that 
William died. William was reported as having been killed in action by the local 
newspaper; the ‘Faversham News’ in the edition dated 7 August 1915. 
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CAREY, FRANK. Private, G/14962. 
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 28 October 1918.  
Son of Frederick and Mary Ann Carey (née Godden). 
Born Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided 
Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Buried St. Souplet British Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: I. B. 34. 
Commemorated on a Great War memorial plaque which is located in the 
parish church of St. Mary the Virgin, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Frank was baptised at the parish church of St. James, Sheldwich, Faversham, 
Kent on 5 November 1899. At the time of the 1901 census, the Carey family 
resided at The Halke, Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 
39 year old Faversham native Frederick Carey, who was employed as an 
Agricultural Labourer. On 28 October 1918, Frank was numbered amongst 
the seven other ranks serving in the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment) who died, all of which were recorded as having been killed in 
action. Frank was reported as having been killed in action, and as being a 
Selling casualty by the local newspaper; the ‘Faversham News’ in the edition 
dated 16 November 1918. Frank was a younger brother of Harry Carey who is 
the next casualty briefly commemorated below. 
 
CAREY, HARRY. Private, 27930. 
8th (Service) Battalion, The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.  
Died 1 August 1917. Aged 29. 
Born Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided 
Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Eldest son of Frederick and Mary Ann Carey (née Godden) of Gosmere 
Cottages, Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 
41, and on a Great War memorial plaque which is located in the parish church 
of St. Mary the Virgin, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Formerly Private, 276, Army Service Corps (Territorial Force). As Harry’s 
medal index card entry only shows his service with The Loyal North 
Lancashire Regiment, it would appear that his service in the Army Service 
Corps (Territorial Force) had all been whilst he had been serving in the United 
Kingdom. Following his death, Harry was initially officially recorded as 
‘Missing,’ but later for official purposes, the Army Council came to the decision 
that he had died on or after 1 August 1917, and as having been numbered 
amongst the 12 other ranks deaths suffered by the 8th (Service) Battalion, 
The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment on the day that he lost his life. All of the 
12 casualties were deemed by the Army Council to have been killed in action. 
A year after he died, Harry was reported as having been killed in action, and 
as being a Selling, Faversham, Kent casualty by the local newspaper; the 
‘Faversham News’ in August 1918.   
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COOMES or COOMBES, CHARLES. Private, L/7848. 
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died Tuesday 20 October 1914. 
Born Sandwich, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Wye, Ashford, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut. 
Belgium. Panel 2. 
Both spellings of Charles’s surname were found whilst accessing different 
data sources appertaining to Charles, who was a regular soldier. On 7 
September 1914 Charles was posted to France, and sailed with his battalion 
from Southampton the following day on the SS Minneapolis, which docked at 
the French port of St. Nazaire on 9 September 1914. from Following the fall of 
the city of Antwerp on 9 October 1914, it allowed for the release of a vast 
amount of German troops, and depending on what publication is read, the 
actual numbers of soldiers that then became available for duty elsewhere vary 
wildly. Despite generally accepted as containing numerous errors, the book by 
Colonel R.S.H. Moody C.B., detailing the regiments’ contribution during the 
Great War, put the above number as 90,000, Colonel Moody also make 
mention that in addition to those enemy soldiers, four German Army Corps 
had also been brought from the Eastern Front to fight on the Western Front. 
With the mass of additional manpower available to the German High 
Command, the British and French troops the enemy from post the fall of 
Antwerp were vastly outnumbered. On 12 October 1914 the 1st Battalion was 
relieved in their trenches on the Aisne by French troops, and marched to the 
little village of Bazoches-sur-Vesles along with the 16th Brigade of the 6th 
Division to which the battalion belonged, and entrained from Bazoches-sur-
Vesles to Cassel where they arrived the following day. The following is an 
extract from the book ‘A Short History of the 6th Division August 1914-March 
1919,’ by Major-General Thomas Owen Marden, C.B., C.M.G., who had 
commanded the 6th Division from 21 August 1917. “The 16th Infantry Brigade 
now rejoined the Division from the Aisne, and on the 18th October a 
reconnaissance in force was ordered, which was brilliantly carried out. The 
Buffs and Y. and L. on the right captured Radinghem without much 
opposition, and advanced across a small plateau, 300 yards in width, towards 
the woods in which stands the Château de Flandres. They here came under a 
heavy cross-fire of machine-guns and shrapnel, and were counter-attacked 
and driven back. The situation, however, was saved by Major Bayley's 
company of the Y. and L., which had worked round on the left and threatened 
the flank of the counter-attack, which thereon withdrew. The Y. and L. 
suffered considerable casualties in this little action--Major Robertson being 
killed. Meanwhile the 18th Infantry Brigade had captured Ennetières and the 
south end of Capinghem, while the 17th Infantry Brigade reached 
Prémesques, but was unable to take Pérenchies. The 4th Division had not 
been able to cross the Lys north of Armentières, which necessitated the 17th 
Infantry Brigade throwing back its flank to l'Epinette. On the 19th October the 
Division entrenched on the line it had won. To the right were French cavalry 
and cyclists, covering the gap between the right of the III Corps and the left of 



 

 7 

the I Corps near Aubers. The advance from Hazebrouck to the ridge had 
occupied six days, and cost the Division some 750 casualties. On the morning 
of the 20th October the Germans attacked very heavily on the whole front. 
Fighting on a much extended front (five miles) and with very little in hand, the 
Division was soon in difficulties, particularly on the exposed left flank, where 
the Leinsters had their three left companies quickly driven in, and the situation 
at midday was critical. One company with the machine-guns was able to hold 
on until the afternoon at Mont de Prémesques, and to withdraw under cover of 
darkness, having inflicted heavy loss on the enemy. Meanwhile units of other 
brigades were putting up a gallant fight against great odds, each unit 
generally with one or both flanks unsupported. At Ennetières, which formed 
rather a salient, the Sherwood Foresters held out all day, but were attacked at 
dusk by three battalions and practically annihilated or captured, only the CO., 
Adjutant, Q.M. and 250 other ranks remaining the next day. The Buffs, after a 
splendid fight, were driven out of Radinghem, and by night the Division was 
practically back on the line which it was to hold for the next few months, and 
on which the German offensive of 1918 still found the British. Continuous 
unsuccessful attempts to break through occurred till 31st October, when 
trench warfare set in. Notable among these was the attack on the K.S.L.I. and 
Y. and L. on the 23rd October, when 300 enemy dead were left in front of our 
trenches; on the 18th Infantry Brigade on the night of the 27/28th October, 
when the enemy captured the line, but was driven out by a counter-attack, in 
which the East Yorks specially distinguished themselves; and on the night of 
the 29/30th October, when the 19th Infantry Brigade lost some trenches, but 
counter-attacked successfully, and counted 200 German dead. The incident 
of Cpl. Forward, 1st The Buffs, is typical of the fierce fighting. On 30th 
October, when the O.C. machine-guns of The Buffs and all the team had been 
killed or wounded, this gallant N.C.O. continued to fire his gun until eventually 
wounded in five places, when he crawled back to report the situation. He was 
rewarded with the D.C.M. During the whole period, 20th to 30th October, the 
guns were woefully short of ammunition, and consequently a greater strain 
was thrown on the infantry.” Following his death, Charles was initially posted 
as ‘Missing,’ but later for official purposes, the Army Council came to the 
conclusion that he had have died on Tuesday 20 October 1914. 
 
EVERSDEN, GEORGE. Private, 3/7677. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment.  
Died 28 September 1916.  
Born Eltisley, Cambridgeshire. Enlisted Huntingdon, Huntingdonshire. 
Resided St. Neots, Huntingdonshire.  
Son of Tom and Jane Eversden (née Jarratt). 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 
2C, and on the St. Neots, Huntingdonshire civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Eversden family resided at Burnt Fen, 
Lakenheath, Suffolk. Head of the house was 28 year old Eltisley, 
Cambridgeshire native Tom Eversden, who was employed as a Shepherd on 
a farm. George was posted to France on 12 August 1915 as a member of the 
7th (Service) Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment; the main body of the battalion 
having gone to serve with the British Expeditionary Force the previous month. 
All of the relevant data checked, records George as having died of wounds. 
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FRYER, JOHN SIDNEY? Private, T/242741. 
5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 12 July 1917. Aged 20.  
Born Throwley, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted and resided Faversham, Kent. 
Son of John Fryer and Elizabeth Fryer of Throwley Cottage, Sheldwich, 
Faversham, Kent.   
Buried Baghdad (North Gate) Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: XVIII. K. 16. 
John? has proved to be arguably the most difficult of the Sheldwich casualties 
to whom it was possible, to add any additional brief details at his 
commemoration here. The reason for the difficulties encountered being the 
difference with civic and military documents appertaining to his Christian 
names and/or his initials. Good matching birth and census details record the 
above as being Sidney John Fryer, but military documentation record him with 
his Christian names reversed, i.e. John Sidney Fryer. The birth of a Sidney 
John Fryer was registered in the Faversham, Kent, Registration District during 
the third quarter of 18917. At the time of the 1901 census, the Fryer family 
resided at Ashford Road, Throwley, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 
40 year old John Fryer, who was employed as a Coachman and Domestic 
Gardener. The youngest of the four Fryer children as recorded by the census 
enumerator in April 1901; was 3 year old Throwley, Faversham, Kent native 
Sidney J. Fryer. When the local newspaper; ‘The Faversham News’ reported 
on the death of the above soldier in the edition dated 11 August 1917, it 
named him as being Sidney John Fryer of Sheldwich.  
 
FRYER, JAMES WILLIAM. Private, 64015. 
2nd Garrison Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers.  
Died 16 July 1918. Aged 34.  
Born Graveney, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided 
Selling, Faversham, Kent.   
Son of James Fryer and Elizabeth Fryer (née Scott) of Selling, Faversham, 
Kent.  
Husband of Mary Frances Fryer of Shepherds Hill, Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Buried Basra War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: III. S. 22. 
Commemorated on a Great War memorial plaque which is located in the 
parish church of St. Mary the Virgin, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Formerly Private, G/8838, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). At the time of the 
1901 census, the Fryer family resided at Stone Cottages, Sheldwich, 
Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 52 year old Boughton Aluph, 
Ashford, Kent native James Fryer (senior), who was employed as a Farm 
Labourer. James married his wife during the last quarter of 1908, and it was 
registered in the Faversham, Kent, Registration District. James (junior) died of 
Smallpox whilst he was serving in Mesopotamia. His death was reported in 
the local newspaper; ‘The Faversham News’ in the edition dated 16 
November 1918.  The 2nd Garrison Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers in 
which James was serving at the time of his death, was formed in Newcastle in 
October 1915, and went to serve in India in February 1916. 
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FULLER, BERNARD. Second Lieutenant. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).  
Died Monday 4 November 1918. Aged 25.  
Born Boxley, Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Henry R. Fuller and Jane Fuller of Newlands Farm, Charing, Ashford, 
Kent.  
Buried Honnechy British Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: II.B.38. 
Commemorated on Great War memorial plaque which is located in the parish 
church of St. Peter & St. Paul, Charing, Ashford, Kent.  
Formerly Private, G/7611, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). At the 
time of the 1901 census, the Fuller family resided at “The Gibraltar,” Boxley, 
Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 52 year old Harrietsham, Maidstone, 
Kent native Henry R. Fuller, who was a Farmer and employer. Bernard was 
posted to France on 1 December 1916, at which time he was a Private 
serving in the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). Having been 
selected for officer training, Bernard trained as a Cadet in the Officers 
Training Corps, and was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 
Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) on 29 April 1918. Bernard was 
reported as having been killed in action, by the local newspaper ‘The 
Faversham News’ in the edition dated 16 November 1918. Bernard fell during 
his battalions’ last major engagement with the enemy, after it had taken over 
the left portion of the 53rd Brigade, 18th (Eastern) Division frontline, on the 
western edge of the Forest of Morval. The objective which had been assigned 
to the battalion on 4 November 1918 was the commune of Hecq, Nord, 
France, where German resistance was extremely strong, but the battalion 
managed to capture its objective, during the course of which almost 200 
German soldiers were taken prisoner.  
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GAMBRILL , CHARLIE T. Private, PW/5184. 
18th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, (1st Public Works Pioneers). 
Died 13 August 1916. Aged 28.  
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided 
Faversham, Kent.  
Son of Charles Gambrill and Ellen Louisa Gambrill (née Browning) of 
Shepherds Hill, Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 12 
D, and on a Great War memorial plaque which is located in the parish church 
of St. Mary the Virgin, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Gambrill family resided at Amhurst Farm, 
Sheldwich. Head of the house was 39 year old Frinsted, Sittingbourne, Kent 
native Charles Gambrill, who was an Own Account Wood Cutter. Charlie’s 
death was reported by the local newspaper ‘The Faversham News’ in the 
edition dated 11 August 1917. 
 

 
GARTON, FREDERICK JAMES. Stoker Petty Officer, 301338. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S Eden.  
Died 17 June 1916. Aged 40. 
Born Roorkee, India 8 January 1878. 
Son of Robert and Mary Gates of Gorleston-on-Sea, Norfolk.  
Husband of Edith Benns (formerly Gates) of 59, Suffield Road, Gorleston-on-
Sea, Norfolk.  
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 17, as shown above. 
Unfortunately, Frederick is erroneously commemorated by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission as being commemorated on Panel 
19 on the above memorial. Panel 19 commemorates Royal Naval Reserve 
casualties who died in 1916, as opposed to Royal Navy personnel. Built by 
Hawthorne Leslie of Newcastle and launched on 13 February 1903, H.M.S 
Eden was a 550 ton River class destroyer which was sunk after colliding with 
the French liner SS France in the English Channel of the coast of Fécamp. 
 

 
GOODWIN, FREDERICK SUTTON. Stoker 1st Class, SS/00513. 
Royal Navy, (RFR/CH/B/5585). H.M.S. Redbreast. 
Died 15 July 1917. Aged 34. 
Born Canterbury, Kent 22 December 1888. 
Son of Mrs. W. Goodwin of “Jasamine Cottage,” Blean, Canterbury, Kent. 
Husband of Elizabeth Goodwin of “Red Cottage,” Perrywood, Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 23, as shown above.   
H.M.S. Redbreast was a 1,313 ton “Q” ship and ex-fleet messenger, which 
was sunk in the Aegean Sea between Skyros and the Doro (Kafireus) 
Channel by the German coastal mine laying submarine UC-38, commanded 
by 33 year old Oberleutnant zur See, Alfred Klatt. 44 officers and ratings were 
lost in the sinking of Frederick’s ship, and 1 crewmember was taken prisoner. 
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GOWERS, ROBERT ISAAC. Lance Corporal, L/8108. 
1st Battalion, Royal East Sussex Regiment.  
Died 5 December 1916. Aged 30. 
Born Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Chichester, Sussex.  
Son of Charles Fysh Gowers and Elizabeth Jane Gowers of 16 Manor Way, 
Barnehurst, Kent.  
Buried Peshawar (Right) British Cemetery, Pakistan. Grave Ref: XXXIX. 22.  
Commemorated on the Delhi Memorial (India Gate), India. 
Robert was baptised at the parish church of St. James, Sheldwich, 
Faversham, Kent on 2 May 1886. At the time of the 1901 census, the Gowers 
family resided at 2, School House, Sheldwich, Kent. Head of the house was 
52 year old Kings Lynn, Norfolk native Charles Fysh Gowers, who was 
employed as a Furniture Traveller. Robert was posted to serve in the Asiatic 
war theatre on 17 August 1915. 
 

 
HOARE, THOMAS HENRY. Private, L/9067. 
2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 3 May 1915. Aged 28. 
Born Throwley, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided 
Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent.   
Son of James Hoare and the late Julia Hoare (née Browning) of North Street, 
Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. 
Stepson of Rhoda Jane Hoare (née Kemsley). 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 
12, as shown above.  
Thomas’s mother Julia Hoare died at Throwley Forstal in May 1898 aged 38. 
His father later remarried Rhoda Jane Kemsley of Throwley, Faversham, 
Kent. At the time of the 1901 census, the Hoare family resided at Bagzol, 
Leaveland, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 44 year old 
Godmersham, Ashford, Kent native James Hoare, who was employed as a 
Farm Carter. Thomas had originally enlisted in the army Special Reserve on 
14 October 1908, and when he later enlisted as a regular soldier for a term of 
7 years with the colours and 5 years in the reserve on 16 January 1909, he 
stated that he was 20 years and 3 months old, employed as a Farm Labourer, 
and that he was a serving member of The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) Special 
Reserve. It was not really surprising that in response to the question regarding 
what regiment or corps it was that he wished to serve in; Thomas had replied 
The Buffs. As a member of the 2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment), Thomas served in Singapore between September 1910 and 
February 1913, during which time he was awarded his first Good Conduct 
badge on 16 January 1911 on the completion of 2 years service. He later 
served with his battalion in India from 12 February 1913 until 15 November 
1914. On 2 December 1910, Thomas gained his 3rd Class Army Education 
Certificate and his 2nd Class on 8 June 1914. Thomas was reported as 
having been killed in action, by the local newspaper ‘The Faversham News’ in 
the edition dated 7 August 1915. Thomas’s brother William Hoare; was 
awarded the Military Medal during the Great War, whilst serving as a regular 
soldier in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
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HOLMES, HERBERT HORACE. Private, G/793. 
6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 13 October 1915. Aged 20.  
Born Adisham, Canterbury, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent. Resided 
Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent.  
Son of George Holmes and Alice Holmes (née Bailey) of New House 
Cottages, Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 15 to 
19, and on the Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Holmes family resided at Beech Cottage, 
Doddington, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 41 year old Acrise, 
Kent native George Holmes, who was employed as a Shepherd on a farm. 
Aged 19 years and 10 months, Herbert enlisted in the army for 1 year with the 
colours on 1 September 1914, at which time he was employed as a Labourer, 
and was residing at 10, Saxon Road, Faversham, Kent. He was posted to the 
6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on 4 September 
1914, and then remained in the same battalion until his death. Herbert was 
posted to France on 1 June 1915. Herbert died at ‘The Quarries’ near Hulluch, 
under heavy fire during a fresh British attack which was mounted during the 
Battle of Loos, the objective designated to his brigade (37th) which was split 
between the German positions of ‘Gun Trench’ and ‘The Quarries’ was 
subjected to a heavy artillery bombardment prior to the infantry battalions 
pressing home their attacks, following ranging shots being fired by the British 
gunners. The British artillery had been designated set targets, primarily 
bombarding the ensconced enemy defenders and the massive wire 
entanglements guarding their positions, before the infantry left the ‘safety’ of 
their trenches the guns fired from exactly noon for an hour, following which 
until 1350 hours gas and smoke was used to create a smoke screen of 
approximately 1,200 yards for an hour, which was increased in density by the 
use of more smoke ten minutes before zero hour for the infantry assault. At 
first it appeared that all was going according to plan, as the 7th Battalion, East 
Surrey Regiment had managed to reach ‘Gun Trench’ without too much 
trouble and thankfully with less casualties than had been originally envisaged, 
but on their left flank the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment).were subjected to an immense amount of fire power from an 
enemy trench which was both unseen and unknown prior to the attack getting 
underway, which had resulted in the trench not being shelled by the artillery 
before the infantry had attacked, with the catastrophic result that the German 
wire at that point remaining virtually untouched, after covering about one 
hundred yards the battalion was brought to a halt, but  not before over 400 
officers and men in the battalion became casualties within the short space of 
just a few tragic minutes, of the thirteen officers which had led their men into 
the fray of the battalions first major engagement of the war, ten lost their lives, 
as did one hundred and seventy five other ranks, amongst the massive 
number of wounded some men later died, two being later that same day. 
Herbert was initially posted as ‘Wounded & Missing,’ but subsequently the 
Army Council made the decision that he had died on or after 13 October 
1915, and his next of kin was then made aware of the decision. 
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HOOPER, ALFRED HENRY. Captain. 
2nd Battalion, Middlesex Regiment.  
Died 10 March 1915. Aged 34. 
Born Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent.  
Younger son of Captain Charles Frederick Hooper (late King’s Own Royal 
Regiment) and Ida Marjorie Hooper, of “Harewell,” North Street, Sheldwich, 
Faversham, Kent. 
Husband of Mrs. Alfred Hooper of 4, Belsize Studio, Glenilla Road, 
Hampstead, London, NW3. 
Buried Royal Irish Rifles Graveyard, Laventie, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: III. K. 5. 
At the time of the 1891 census, the Hooper family resided at “Harewell,” North 
Street, Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 52 year old 
London native Captain (Retd) Charles Frederick Hooper. A veteran of the 
Second Boer War (1899-1902), Alfred had been one of five officers of the 
Middlesex Regiment, who were seconded for service with Mounted Infantry in 
South Africa, details of which were published in The London Gazette dated 26 
April 1901. At the time of his secondment to the Mounted Infantry Alfred was a 
Lieutenant. Alfred was posted to France with the 2nd Battalion, Middlesex 
Regiment on 5 November 1914, embarking and sailing from Southampton, 
arriving at the French port of Harve on 6 November 1914. As was the early 
situations with virtually all of the units serving in the British Expeditionary 
Force, Alfred’s battalion was forced to make a significant number of tactical 
movements. By March 1915, the 2nd Battalion, Middlesex Regiment had 
taken part in a number of engagements with the enemy, and moved into 
Corps Reserve at Le Sart on 2 March 1915, moving to Estaires on 7 March, 
prior to taking part in the attack on Neuve Chapelle on 10 March 1915. The 
costly ‘Battle of Neuve Chapelle’ was fought between 10 March 1915 and 22 
April 1915. The night before the attack it was wet, with light snow which then 
turned to damp mist on 10 March. During the attack which was carried out by 
Alfred’s battalion on the first day of the attack on Neuve Chapelle, the German 
trenches were captured and consolidated. Although the attack on Neuve 
Chapelle by the 2nd Battalion, Middlesex Regiment was deemed to be a 
success, it was costly in the number of casualties that it suffered; amounting 
to in excess of 470 killed, wounded or missing. The officer fatalities were 3 
Captains, a Lieutenant, and 3 Second-Lieutenants, with Alfred being amongst 
their number, and was the senior member of the battalion to fall. Alfred was 
reported as having been killed in action, by the local newspaper ‘The 
Faversham News’ in the edition dated 7 August 1915. 
 
HOPKINS, STEPHEN. Private, G/541. 
6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died 13 October 1915.  
Born Elham, Kent. Enlisted and resided Faversham, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 16. 
Stephen was posted to France on 1 June 1915. Following his death, Stephen 
was initially posted as ‘Missing,’ but the Army Council later came to the 
decision, that for official purposes it could be assumed that he had died in 
France, on or after Friday 13 October 1915. 
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KIRBY, FRANK THOMAS. Driver, 199586. 
223rd Field Company, Royal Engineers.  
Died 16 May 1918. Aged 21. 
Born Selling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent.  
Son of William Kirby and Harriet Kirby (née Jordan) of Gosmere Cottages, 
Selling, Faversham, Kent.  
Buried Caestre Military Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: I. C. 10. 
Commemorated on a Great War memorial plaque which is located in the 
parish church of St. Mary the Virgin, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Kirby family resided at Gosmere Cottages, 
Selling, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 34 year old Godmersham, 
Ashford, Kent native William Kirby, who was employed as a Farm Waggoner.  
 
LINKIN, ALFRED JAMES. Lance Sergeant, 6581. 
1st Battalion, East Surrey Regiment.  
Died 23 August 1918. Aged 35. 
Born Chilham Lees, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Molash, Kent.  
Son of James and Eliza Linkin of Chilham, Kent  
Husband of Amelia Linkin of 31, Abbeyfields Cottages, Whitstable Road, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Buried Adanac Military Cemetery, Miraumont, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: III.H.8. 
At the time of the 1901 census, Alfred was employed as a Domestic Servant 
(Boots), and resided at “The Falstaff Hotel,” 8 & 9, St. Dunstans Street, 
Canterbury, Kent. Head of the house was 45 year old Todenham, Moreton-in-
Marsh, Gloucestershire native Sarah Hatton, who was recorded by the census 
enumerator as being a Hotel Keeper and employer. Alfred was posted to 
France on 27 July 1915. Alfred was reported as having been killed in action, 
by the local newspaper ‘The Faversham News’ in the edition dated 16 
November1918. 
 
PACKMAN , ALBERT JOHN. Driver, T1/3549. 
163rd Company, Army Service Corps.  
Died 27 February 1917. Aged 22. 
Born, enlisted and resided Faversham, Kent. 
Son of Henry Sydney Packman and Alice Maria Packman (née Downs) of 5, 
Prospect Place, Eastling, Faversham, Kent.  
Buried Salonika (Lembet Road) Military Cemetery, Greece. Grave Ref: 890.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Packman family resided at Wilgate Farm, 
Throwley, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 48 year old Hernehill, 
Faversham, Kent native Henry Packman, who was employed as a Farm 
Bailiff. Albert’s death was reported by the local newspaper ‘The Faversham 
News’ in the edition dated 11 August 1917. It would seem likely that Albert 
had suffered from the illness or disease from which he died, for quite a long 
time. As can be seen above, Albert was commemorated by the then Imperial 
War Graves Commission, as having been a member of the 163rd Company, 
Army Service Corps, which appears to be correct, but the 163rd Company 
which was formed on 3 November 1914, and which initially served at 
Farnham, Surrey, was disbanded whilst it was stationed at Salonica on 5 May 
1916, it being nine months prior to Albert’ demise.  
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PAY, JOSEPH FREDERICK WILLIAM. Leading Seaman, 212016. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Invincible. 
Died 31 May 1916. Aged 31. 
Born Upper Hardres Court, Canterbury, Kent 17 February 1885. 
Son of Frederick William Pay and Frances Jane Pay of Copton, Faversham, 
Kent.  
Husband of Lucy Elizabeth Pay of 27, St. John’s Road, Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Panel 12.  
At the time of the 1901 census, Joseph was serving as a Boy onboard H.M.S. 
Impregnable at Devonport. His parents were residing at Homestall Farm 
Cottages, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 42 year old Brabourne, 
Ashford, Kent native Frederick William Pay, who was employed as a Farm 
Waggoner. Joseph was reported as having been killed in a naval battle in the 
North Sea, by the local newspaper ‘The Faversham News’ in the edition dated 
5 August 1916. H.M.S Invincible was sunk during the Battle of Jutland by 
SMS Derfflinger and SMS Lützow. SMS Lützow was almost sunk by the 
Invincible in the same action. 
 
POUT, ERNEST JOHN. Gunner, 130600. 
No.1 Depot, Royal Garrison Artillery.  
Died 4 January 1917. Aged 34. 
Born Hernhill, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent. Resided Selling, 
Faversham, Kent.    
Son of John Thomas Pout and Sarah Pout (née Hadlow). 
Husband of Nellie Kingsnorth (formerly Pout), (née Monk). 
Buried St. Mary’s Churchyard, Selling, Faversham, Kent.   
Commemorated on a Great War memorial plaque which is located in the 
parish church of St. Mary the Virgin, Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Pout family resided at Dargate, Hernhill, 
Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 52 year old Whitstable, Kent native 
John Thomas Pout, who was an Own Account Licenced Victualler. Ernest 
died whilst he was serving in Wales; his death was registered in the Cardiff, 
Glamorganshire, Wales, Registration District during the first quarter of 1917. 
 
SAMPSON, HARRY EDWARD. Private, G/22927. 
12th (Service) Battalion, East Surrey Regiment. 
Died 26 October 1918. Aged 33. 
Born Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent. 
Son of Samuel and Emily Samson (née Ashbee) of Sheldwich Lees, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Husband of Carrie Amelia Samson (née Stannard) of Jubilee Cottages, 
Manston, Ramsgate, Isle of Thanet, Kent. 
Buried Heestert Military Cemetery, Zwevegem, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Grave Ref: A. 4. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Sampson family resided at Sheldwich 
Lees, Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 61 year old Sheldwich native 
Samuel Sampson, who was employed as a Bricklayers Labourer. Harry was 
reported as having been killed in action, by the local newspaper ‘The 
Faversham News’ in the edition dated 16 November1918.  
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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

Lost Men 
 

 
DIXON, WILLIAM GEORGE. Private, G/10864. 
12th (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).  
Died 10 November 1918. Aged 21. 
Born Ringwould, Deal, Kent. Enlisted Faversham, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. Jane Elizabeth Dixon (née Finnis) of Hawk Cottages, North 
Street, Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent.   
Buried St. James Churchyard, Sheldwich, Kent.   
Grave Ref: West boundary of new ground. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Dixon family resided at The Street, Little 
Mongeham, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old East Studdal, Kent 
native Henry Dixon, who was employed as a Farm Waggoner. When William 
enlisted ‘For the Duration of the War’ on 8 November 1915, he stated that he 
was aged 19 years and 46 days, employed as a Labourer, and that he resided 
at Wilgate Green Farm, Throwley, Faversham. He named his father; Henry 
Dixon of North Street, Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent, as his next of kin. William 
joined the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), at the Regimental 
Depot, Maidstone, Kent, on 13 November 1915 where he was assigned to 
serve in the 7th (Service) Battalion. On 3 May 1916, William was originally 
posted to the 10th (Service) Battalion (Kent County), for service with the 
British Expeditionary Force, but instead he was posted to the 12th (Reserve) 
Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), and remained in 
England having by that time developed and complained of chest problems. A 
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report by a military medical board on 16 May 1916 held at the Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea, London, stated: “Originated about 15 March 1916; he admitted 
having pain in his chest and cough; is sallow, unhealthy and wasted looking; 
temperature is still unstable, pulse 96 regular; Result of military service 
conditions at Home. Permanent; capacity lessened totally for 6 months then 
re-examine”. William was discharged 1 June 1916, having served for 206 
days; “As no longer physically fit for war service” - (King's Regulations - para 
392 - clause xvi) - "Pneumonia", and was granted a conditional pension of 
twenty five shillings per week for 6 months, which was subject to his re-
examination after that time, and was given the Chelsea Number 99998. On 19 
June 1916 William was released from the Cambridge Military Hospital, 
Aldershot, Hampshire, with a one pound advance and a suit of plain clothes, 
to enable him to proceed to his home address at Hawk Cottage, North Street, 
Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent, where he was to “Await instructions as to his 
final discharge”. An Invalid Board held on 1 November 1916 reported “no 
incapacity” but also recorded the fact that he was “not earning”. William died 
at Sheldwich 10 November 1918 of Phthisis (Tuberculosis). William was laid 
to rest on 16 November 1918. Although he is commemorated on the memorial 
plaque which is located inside the parish church, but for some obscure reason 
he is not commemorated on the civic war memorial in St. James Churchyard 
where both of his parents are also at rest. 
 
WOOD, FREDRICK RAYMOND. Sergeant, 760252. 
28th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Artists' Rifles). 
Died 29 October 1917. Aged 28. 
Born Southfleet, Gravesend, Kent. Resided Staines, Middlesex. 
Son of George Wood and Gertrude Wood of New House, Sheldwich, 
Faversham, Kent.  
Buried Tyne Cot Cemetery, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Grave Ref: XXV. F. 10. 
Formerly Private, 2300, 28th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment 
(Artists' Rifles). At the time of the 1901 census, the Wood family resided at 
“The Limes,” Hook Green, Southfleet, Gravesend, Kent. Head of the house 
was 52 year old Gravesend, Kent native George Wood, who was a Farmer 
employing staff. Frederick was posted to France on 22 January 1915. The 
Artists' Rifles to which Frederick belonged was always a popular unit for 
volunteers. It had been increased to 12 companies in 1900, and was formed 
into three sub-battalions 1/28th, 2/28th, and 3/28th in 1914, and recruitment 
was eventually restricted by recommendation from existing members of the 
battalion. It particularly attracted recruits from a number of public schools and 
universities, and shortly after the commencement of the Great War, a number 
of enlisted members of the Artists' Rifles were selected to be officers in other 
units. In October 1914 the Artists' Rifles was established as an Officers 
Training Corps. In excess of 15,000 men ultimately passed through the 
battalion during the years of the Great War, with approximately 10,000 of 
them becoming officers. The battalion eventually saw action in France and 
Belgium, suffering thousands of casualties and being awarded a prestigious 
number of Battle Honours. 
 



 

 18 

 
WRAIGHT, JOHN WILLIAM. Private, TR/10/161482. 
53rd (Graduated) (Young Soldiers) Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West 
Surrey Regiment).  
Died Friday 8 November 1918.  
Born Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided 
Shottenden, Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of George and Louise E. E. Wraight.  
Buried St. Mary Churchyard, Chilham, Kent. Grave Ref: North West Corner. 
Commemorated on the hamlet of Shottenden, Kent, Great War parish tribute, 
which was originally hung in the former Shottenden Methodist Church, but 
which is now in the safe keeping of the parish church of St. Mary Churchyard, 
Chilham, Kent. 
Formerly Private, 10th Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment. At the time of the 
1901 census, the Wraight family resided at Suttons Cottages, Sheldwich, 
Kent. Head of the house was 38 year old Dargate, Faversham, Kent native 
George Wraight, who was employed as a Farm Carter. As John was recorded 
by the census enumerator as being only 7 months old, it would seem likely 
that Suttons Cottages, Sheldwich was also where he was actually born. 
 
 

The Second World War 
1939 – 1945 

 
KNIGHT, EDWARD HORWOOD. Sapper, 1875832. 
17 Field Company, Royal Engineers. 
Died Friday 24 May 1940. Aged 19. 
Born Shropshire. Resided Wiltshire. 
Son of John and Harriet Knight of Sandwich, Kent. 
Buried Baincthun (La Capelle) New Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. 
Edward is the sole Commonwealth casualty at rest in the above cemetery. 
Pre war member of the Royal Engineers. 
 



 

 19 

 
LAKING , JAMES HENRY. Private, 6286839. 
2nd Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
Died 19 May 1940. Aged 23. 
Born and resided Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of Charles and Laura Laking (née Wood) of Selling, Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Dunkirk Memorial, Nord, France. Column 38, as 
shown above. 
Pre war member of The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). James’s birth was 
registered in the Bridge, Canterbury, Kent, Registration District during the first 
quarter of 1917. 
 

 
WILES, RONALD CHARLES. Signalman, 7889762. 
3rd Battalion, 1st Airborne Division Signals, Royal Corps of Signals. 
Died 18 September 1944. Aged 22. 
Born Surrey. Resided Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of Charles William Wiles and May Wiles (née Mann) of Ospringe, 
Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Arnhem Oosterbeek War Cemetery, Gelderland, Netherlands.  
Grave Ref: 30. A. 6. 
Commemorated on the 1st Airborne Division Signals, Arnhem Memorial which 
is located in the parish church of St. Vincent, Caythorpe, Lincolnshire. 
Pre war member of the Royal Tank Corps, Royal Armoured Corps. Ronald 
died at the town of Velp, which is to the north east of Arnhem, Netherlands, 
during “Operation Market Garden.” 
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WOOD, WILLIAM GEORGE. Flight Lieutenant, 128447. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 105 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 22 October 1943. 
Son of George Eric and Ethel Mildred Wood of Sheldwich, Faversham, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 122, and in the Ashford 
Grammar School Second World War Roll of Honour. 
William was a pupil at Ashford Grammar School, Hythe Road, Willesborough, 
Ashford, Kent between 1932 and 1934. 
William was the other crew member of Mosquito DZ591  GB-?, which was 
flown by 27 year old Flight Lieutenant, Gordon Sweeney D.F.C., R.A.A.F. of 
McMahons Point, New South Wales, Australia, who was also a Captain in the 
Salvation Army. Their aircraft took off from R.A.F. Markham, Norfolk, at 1942 
hours on Friday 22 October 1943 taking part in a mission by twelve 
Mosquito’s to attack the huge and important Knapsack power station, located 
at the southern most end of the River Ruhr near Köln (Cologne), Germany, 
which during the course of the Second World War was bombed several times. 
Of the twelve aircraft which took part on the raid William’s was the only one 
that failed to return from the raid. It is still unclear how, why or where it was 
actually lost, but it is thought to have been over the sea, at which time William 
and Gordon became the first losses to the squadron since it had joined 8 
Group, Pathfinder Force in June 1943. Mosquito bomber DZ591 had been 
delivered new by the De Havilland Aircraft Company of Hatfield, to William’s 
squadron, and flew its first operation on 16 May 1943, and was a fully Oboe-
equipped Pathfinder Force aircraft. William’s squadron began the Second 
World War as part of the Advanced Air Striking Force, making it one of the 
first squadrons to be sent to France. The Fairey Battle squadrons suffered 
very heavy loses during the ‘Battle of France,’ and his squadron was no 
exception. It suffered so badly that on its return to Britain in June 1940 it 
immediately converted to the Bristol Blenheim, while many other squadrons 
that had been flying the Fairey Battle aircraft were simply re-equipped with the 
Fairey aircraft. 105 Squadron, Royal Air Force. used its Bristol Blenheims to 
attack German ports and airfields in occupied Europe, before shipping out to 
Malta in July 1941 to attack Axis shipping in the Mediterranean. On its return 
from Malta, the squadron converted to the De Havilland Mosquito, receiving 
the unarmed bomber version. In May 1942 the squadron began to carry out 
the low level daylight raids that made this version of the Mosquito famous, but 
in June 1943 it was transferred to No.8 Group, and spent the rest of the war 
operating at night, acting as a Pathfinder squadron and using the Oboe radar 
system to guide the main bomber stream to its targets.  
 
WOODWARD, ETHELBERT CHARLES WILLIAM. Sergeant, 7888426. 
H.Q. Squadron, 7th Armoured Division, Royal Armoured Corps. 
Died 26 September 1943. Aged 25. 
Born and resided Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of Ethelbert William and Esther Woodward of Faversham, Kent. 
Buried Salerno War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: III. A. 25. 
Pre war member of the Royal Tank Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps.  
Prior to his death Ethelbert was Mentioned in Despatches. 
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The Second World War 
1939 – 1945 

Lost Men 
The deaths of both of the following casualties who are at rest at Sheldwich, 
were registered in the Faversham, Kent, Registration District, during the last 
quarter of 1940. Both of the N.C.O.’s were probably serving in the Faversham 
area at the time of their deaths, as opposed to having any local connections. 
 
IVEY, HENRY JOHN. Staff Serjeant, T/36773. 
Royal Army Service Corps. 
Died 20 December 1940. Aged 27. 
Born and resided Plymouth, Devon. 
Buried St. James Churchyard, Sheldwich, Kent.  Grave Ref: East of church. 
Pre war member of the Royal Army Service Corps. Henry was laid to rest at 
Sheldwich on 23 December 1940. 
 
STEVENS, ALBERT RICHARD. Lance Corporal, 1866322. 
3 Field Company, Royal Engineers. 
Died 27 September 1940. Aged 33. 
Born Monmouthshire, Wales. Resided West London. 
Son of Frederick Richard Stevens and Elizabeth Julia Stevens (née O'Shea). 
Buried St. James Churchyard, Sheldwich, Kent.  Grave Ref: East of church. 
Pre war member of the Royal Engineers. Albert was laid to rest on 1 October 
1940. 
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