Shepherdswell or Sibertswold
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The Great War

1914 -1919

ATKINS, ALFRED. Private, 10499.

2nd Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers.

Died Thursday 24 August 1916. Aged 20.

Born Lyne, Chertsey, Surrey. Enlisted Croydon, Surrey. Resided Addington,
Surrey.

Son of Charles Horace Atkins and Emily Atkins (née Smith).

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 16 C.
Formerly Private, Lancers of the Line. Alfred was a brother of the next casualty
briefly commemorated. At the time of the 1901 census the Atkins family resided
at Lyne, Chertsey, Surrey. Head of the house was 31 year old Lyne, Chertsey,
Surrey, native Charles Horace Atkins (senior), who was employed as a Farm
Labourer. The census enumerator recorded Alfred as being aged 5, and his
brother Charles Horace Atkins (junior) as aged 7. In addition to the two boys who
are commemorated at Shepherdswell, three of their siblings were recorded as
being at home on the night of the 1901 census.

ATKINS, CHARLES HORACE. Private, G/10797.

2nd Battalion, Battalion, The Queen’s (Royal West Surrey Regiment).

Died Saturday 25 September 1915. Aged 22.

Born Lyne, Chertsey, Surrey. Enlisted Croydon, Surrey. Resided Shepherdswell,
Dover, Kent.

Son of Charles Horace and Emily Atkins (née Smith).

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 13.
Charles had served on the Western Front since Tuesday 16 March 1915.



BEAN, LEONARD. Gunner, 9154.

“A” Battery, 71st Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died Monday 11 October 1915.

Born Shepherdswell, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of George Bean and the late Jane Bean (née Horne) of Shepherdswell,
Dover, Kent.

Buried Fosse 7 Military Cemetery, Mazingarbe, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: Collective grave I11.G.2a.

At the time of the 1901 census the Bean family resided at Moon Hill,
Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was 41 year old Shepherdswell
native George Bean who was employed as a Woodcutter, Thatcher, and
Chimney Sweep. Leonard was recorded by the census enumerator as being
aged 12, and employed as an Agricultural Labourer on a farm.

COPPEN, CHARLES HENRY. Lance Corporal, G/9756.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Tuesday 10 October 1916. Aged 31.

Born and resided Shepherdswell, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent.

Son of Henry and Harriet Eliza Coppen (née Holness) of 4 The Terrace,
Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Buried Heilly Station Cemetery, Mericourt L’ Abbe, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: III.F.85.

Charles was mortally wounded on Monday 9 October 1916, and succumbed to
his wounds the following day; as did Private Reginald Turner from Kings Lynn,
Norfolk, and they were the only deaths suffered by the 6th (Service) Battalion,
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on Tuesday 10 October 1916. Charles was a
brother of the next casualty briefly commemorated below. At the time of the 1901
census the Coppen family resided at Church Hill, Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.
Head of the house was 32 year old Shepherdswell native Henry Coppin, who
was an own account Carpenter and Undertaker. When viewing the census entry
it would appear that 16 year old Charles was probably employed by his father as
an Apprentice Carpenter. A brother of the next casualty briefly commemorated.

COPPEN, EDWARD ETHELBERT. Private, G/38.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Friday 24 September 1915. Aged 26.

Born and resided Shepherdswell, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent.

Son of Henry and Harriet Eliza Coppen (née Holness) of 4 The Terrace,
Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Buried Bailleul Communal Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: II.A.28.

As was sadly the case with his brother Charles Henry Coppen above; Edward
also died of wounds, and it was noted that Edward’s was the sole death suffered
by the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on Friday 24
September 1915. It was also noted whilst researching, that Henry Coppen; who
was Charles and Edward’s father was still in business as a Carpenter and
Undertaker at Shepherdswell after the Great War.



CROOCKEWIT, ALEXANDER EDWARD. Second Lieutenant.

3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment.

Attached to the 1st Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment.

Died Friday 26 October 1917. Aged 31.

Born Dover, Kent 8 December 1885.

Son of John Henry and Fanny Mary A.H.U. Croockewit (née Rapp) of “Menin,”
32, Leyburn Road, Dover, Kent. Formerly of “The Mount,” Shepherdswell, Kent.
Buried Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: XXII. H. 2.

Also commemorated on the Dover, Kent, civic war memorial, and on the Holy
Trinity Church Hall Memorial, Dover, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Croockewit family resided at 61 Goldington
Road, Bedford, Bedfordshire. Head of the house was 51 year old John Henry
(formerly Jan Hendrik) Croockewit who was born in Holland, and was recorded
by the census enumerator as “Living on his own Means.” John Croockewit was a
naturalized British Citizen (Naturalization Certificate N0.16631), by the time that
he married Miss Fanny Mary A.H.U. Rapp, from Scotland in the Dover, Kent,
Registration District during the first quarter of 1878. Alexander was educated at
Bedford Grammar School. He went to Canada in 1905 to work on railway
transportation, and remained there so engaged until returning to England in
1910. In order to fulfill the required medical standards for army (Active Service)
during the Great War, Alexander underwent a series of painful operations prior to
enlisting in the Army Service Corps in February 1915. From 3 August 1915 until
January 1917, Alexander served in the Army Service Corps on the Western
Front, as Driver, T4/058235, before being sent Fleet, Hampshire, for officer
training. On the completion of his training at Fleet, Alexander was commissioned
as a Second Lieutenant in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment on
Tuesday 29 May 1917. In July 1917, Alexander returned to the Western Front,
and was attached to the 1st Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment. On Thursday 25
October 1917, the 1st Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment, was in a position named
‘Stirling Castle’ on the Ypres Salient which was heavily shelled at intervals
throughout the day. The battalion was primarily engaged as carrying parties
supplying the 1st Battalion, Cheshire Regiment, and also as carrying parties
taking telephone cable to positions near ‘Fitzclarence Farm.” During the arduous
supply undertakings which were mainly carried out under enemy fire, Alexander
was severely wounded and succumbed to his injuries the following day.
Following his demise, Alexander's Commanding Officer wrote the following letter
of condolence to his parents at Shepherdswell. “He was greatly liked by all his
officers as well as N.C.O.’s and men. We are all more than sad that we will never
more see his cheery face again, and shall never be able to replace him. He died
a soldiers death in a manner reflecting the highest credit both on himself and the
regiment to which he had the honour to belong.” “Menin,” the Croockewit
residence at Dover, was so named by Alexander’'s parents in rememberance of
where their late son had fallen on Friday 26 October 1917.

N.B. The excellent website www.findagrave.com has a photograph of
Alexander’s headstone at the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge.



DREW, HENRY THOMAS. Private, 32826.

2nd Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment.

Died 14 March 1917.

Born Shepherdswell. Enlisted Blandford, Dorset. Resided Buckland, Dover, Kent.
Son of George and Caroline Drew (née Cornwell).

Buried St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, Seine-Maritime, France.

Grave Ref: O.VII.D.3.

Formerly Private, 26807, Worcestershire Regiment.

At the time of the 1901 census the Drew family resided at “The Bell Inn,”
Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was 55 year old Marnhull,
Dorsetshire native George Drew, who was the Licensee of “The Bell Inn,” and
was a former member of the Royal Marine Light Infantry. It would seem likely that
the military authorities probably had difficulty tracing Henry’s next of kin, or family
members after the Great War, as his medals were later returned as ‘Unclaimed.’
Whilst most certainly not unique, but it has been noticed over the years of
researching by the transcriber of these brief commemorations, that normally the
‘Unclaimed’ medals did not seem to feature in the families who had returned the
forms back to the then Imperial War Graves Commission, with additional family
details as was the case with Henry, i.e. “Son of George and Caroline Drew.”

FOX, ALBERT CHARLES. Sapper, 154173.

72nd Field Company, Royal Engineers.

Died 29 April 1917. Aged 31.

Born Shepherdswell, Kent. Enlisted Manchester, Lancashire.

Son of Wiliam Charles and Sarah Jane Fox (née Sneller) of Glebe Way,
Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Buried Bollarum Cavalry Barracks Cemetery, India.

Commemorated on the Madras 1914-1918 War Memorial, Chennai, India.

At the time of the 1901 census the Fox family resided at Moon Hill,
Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was 44 year old Shepherdswell
native William Charles Fox, who was a self-employed Hay Binder. Albert was not
residing at Shepherdswell on the night of the census, but was residing at Coldred
Farm, Coldred, Dover, Kent, where he was employed as an Agricultural
Labourer. Albert was a brother of the following casualty; Ernest Edward Fox who
is commemorated below. Ernest was recorded as being a 16 year old native of
Sibertswold, Kent, and employed as a Grocers Porter. Purely speculation on the
part of the transcriber of these brief commemorations, but it might be the case
that Albert is also commemorated in Holy Trinity Church at Bolarum, which is
adjacent to the cemetery where he is at rest. Inside Holy Trinity Church there are
approximately fifty different types of memorial plaques which are in remembrance
of British casualties. Twenty of the memorial plagues are regimental, but a
number were erected to commemorated British soldiers (mainly officers) who
died in the Bollarum area during the Great War. For anybody who is carrying out
researches on casualties who died in the same area of India as where Albert is at
rest should note, that at various times whilst researching, it has been noted that
Bollarum has also been spelt as Bollarume, Bolarume, Bolaram, and Bolarum.



FOX, ERNEST ALFRED. Private, 316331.
1st/6th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Northumberland Fusiliers.

Died 10 April 1918. Aged 31.

Born and resided Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent.

Son of William Charles Fox and Sarah Jane Fox (née Sneller) of Shepherdswell,
Dover, Kent.

Husband of Rosa Fox (née Harvey) of 1 Freeman’s Villas Shepherdswell, Dover,
Kent.

Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: XXXIII.F.14A.

Ernest was a brother of the Albert Charles Fox, who was the last casualty briefly
commemorated above. Ernest’'s medal card entry, and in/on Soldiers Died in the
Great War record him as having died of wounds, which was applicable to most of
the casualties who are at rest at the Etaples Military Cemetery. Ernest married
Miss Rosa Harvey on 2 July 1910, at the parish church of St. Andrew,
Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Please see above re 1901 census entry for Ernest.



GOLDFINCH, PHILIP. Corporal, S4/091033.

63rd Field Bakery, Army Service Corps.

Died 27 November 1915. Aged 23.

Born Charlton, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent. Resided Shepherdswell, Kent.
Son of Walter Pascall Goldfinch and Aurea Goldfinch (née Webb) of 7, The
Terrace, Shepherdswell Dover, Kent.

Buried Charlton Cemetery, Dover, Kent. Grave Ref: Z.L.22.

At the time of the 1901 census the Goldfinch family resided at Tower Hamlets,
Dover, Kent, and occupied two adjoining properties which included had one
being in use as a Butchers Shop. Head of the house was 48 year old Dover, Kent
native Walter Pascall Goldfinch, who was a Butcher employing staff, which
including his wife, and sons William and Percy. Philip died of Pneumonia whilst
he was serving as an Army Baker in Scotland.

HAMMOND ARTHUR EDWARD. Private, 3034.

8th Cyclist Battalion, Army Cyclist Corps.

Died 27 November 1918.

Born, enlisted and resided Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Son of George and Mary Ann Hammond (née Tickner) of 5, Hillside Cottages,
Church Hill, Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Buried St. Andrew Churchyard, Shepherdswell, Kent.

Grave Ref: North of Church.

Formerly Private, G/345, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). Arthur enlisted in the
army at Shepherdswell on 26 August 1914. When Arthur attested at the
Regimental Depot of The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at Canterbury, Kent on 30
August 1914 he stated that he was 25 years old, and that he was employed as a
Labourer. On 4 September 1914, Arthur was posted to the 6th (Service)
Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), and remained in the battalion until
being transferred to serve in the Cyclists Company, 12th Division, Army Cyclist
Corps, on 3 February 1915. Arthur served in the United Kingdom until 26 October
1915 when he was posted to the Dardanelles. Following his time spent serving in
the Dardanelles campaign, Arthur was posted to Egypt on 15 January 1916
where he remained until his posting to France on 26 March 1916. Arthur
remained serving on the Western Front until five days after the signing of the
Armistice, and returned to England on 16 November 1918, and he was then
immediately sent home on leave until 29 November 1918, despite being ill
suffering from Pneumonia. Sadly, Arthur never returned from his period of home
leave, because on 27 November 1918, Arthur died at 5 Hillside Cottages, Church
Hill, Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent, whilst being tended by his mother. Arthur was
laid to rest at St. Andrew Churchyard, Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent on 30
November 1918; his funeral was conducted by the vicar of Shepherdswell, the
Reverend Frank Morris Facer M.A. Arthur was a brother of Frederick Maurice
Hammond who is the next casualty brifley commemorated below. For brief
Hammond family 1901 census details, please Frederick’'s commemoration.



HAMMOND, FREDERICK MAURICE. Private, 29968.

3rd Battalion, Grenadier Guards.

Died 22 August 1918. Aged 27.

Born Shepherdswell, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent.

Son of George and Mary Ann Hammond (née Tickner) of 5, Hillside Cottages,
Church Hill, Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Buried Bucquoy Road Cemetery, Ficheux, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: VI.D.11.

At the time of the 1901 census the Hammond family resided at Railway Close,
Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was 45 year old East Langdon,
Dover, Kent, native George Hammond who was recorded by the census
enumerator as being a Farmers Son. George was in the employ of his father
John Hammond who at the time of the same census was recorded as being a
Dairyman and Farmer. Arthur Edward Hammond was also probably employed by
his grandfather, as he too was employed on a farm in 1901.

HAWKINS, CHARLES “Charlie”. Private, G/44051.

17th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, (1st Football).

Died 13 November 1916. Aged 19.

Born Lydden, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent. Resided Shepherdswell, Kent.
Son of Mrs. Annie Hawkins (née Friend) and the late William Hawkins of
“Beauxfield,” Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 12 D and 13 B.

Formerly Private, 6307, Middlesex Regiment.

At the time of the 1901 census the Hawkins family resided at Coldred Green,
Coldred, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was 48 year old Lydden, Dover, Kent,
native, William Hawkins who was recorded by the census enumerator as being
an Ordinary Agricultural Labourer.

KENNETT, EDWARD JAMES. Sapper, 182533.

5th Field Survey Company, Royal Engineers.

Died 28 October 1918. Aged 32.

Born Minster, Isle of Thanet, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent. Resided Shepherdswell,
Dover, Kent.

Son of Edward and Elizabeth Ann Kennettt (née Howland) of Oast House, Cox
Hill, Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Buried Busigny Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France.

Grave Ref: VI.B.2.

At the time of the 1901 census the Kennett family resided at The Street, Sholden,
Kent. Head of the house was 38 year old Ickham, Canterbury, Kent, native
Edward Kennettt (senior) who was recorded by the census enumerator as being
a Market Gardner and employing staff. Amongst those employed by Edward
(senior) was 14 year old Edward (junior), and 71 year old widower George
Howland who was the father of Mrs. Elizabeth Ann Kennettt.



At the time of compiling the brief updated commemorations of the casualties who
are connected with the parish of Shepherdswell, the following man has no official
form of commemoration by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. As part
of our ongoing project to redress the Commonwealth non-commemorations, the
www.kentfallen.com website team has submitted a formal submission to the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission for him to now be commemorated.
MILLER, ALEXANDER “Alex” SUTHERLAND. Private, 1699.

22nd Battalion, Australian Imperial Force.

Died Friday 29 December 1916. Aged 41.

Born Bray, County Wicklow, Ireland. Enlisted Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.

Son of Mr. J.C. Miller M.A. of “Seasalter Lodge,” Whitstable, Kent.

Husband of Mrs. Jane Elizabeth Miller (née Burrell) of Hillmeade, Shepherdswell,
Dover, Kent.

The following was accessed from the ‘Whitstable Times,” Issue 2,765, dated
Saturday 6 January 1917:- Miller. At Queen Square W.C. on 29th last, Alex S.
Miller, Australian Force, only son of J.C. Miller M.A. of Seasalter Lodge. "He
bravely did his duty." Having previously served for two years in the 2nd
(Volunteer) Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment, Alexander first enlisted in the
Australian army at Melbourne, Victoria, Australia on 21 October 1914, at which
time he probably thought that he would be rejected for military service on account
of the combination of not being in the best of health and due to his age. In an
attempt to counter the latter concern he ‘lost’ seven years, and stated that he
was only 32 years and 3 months old, that he was a Photographer, and named his
father Mr. James C. Miller, M.A. of 6, Watts Avenue, Rochester, Kent as his next
of kin, as opposed to naming his wife Mrs. Jane Elizabeth Miller who he had
married in 1896. Following his 1914 enlistment, Alexander was attested to serve
in the 7th Battalion, Australian Imperial Force, which was among the first infantry
units raised for the A.L.LF. during the Great War. Like the 5th, 6th and 8th
Battalions, it was recruited from the State of Victoria and, together with these
battalions, formed the 2nd Australian Brigade. The battalion was raised by
Lieutenant-Colonel H. E. “Pompey” Elliott within a fortnight of the declaration of
war in August 1914, and embarked for war just two months later. Having served
for only 127 days whilst carrying out his basic training at Broadmeadows Camp,
Victoria, Australia, Alexander was discharged from the Australian Imperial Force
at Broadmeadows Camp, on 31 January 1915, due to “Being Medically Unfit.”
During his training, Alexander had suffered an injury to his left knee when he fell
approximately sixteen feet down a quarry in December 1914; the injury later
resulted from him suffering with Synovitis in his damaged knee. The old adage
that “You can’t keep a good man down,” would seem to be applicable to
Alexander, as on Tuesday 4 May 1915, having already served in the British and
Australian armies, he enlisted for a second time in the Australian army at
Melbourne, Victoria, on that occasion he stated that he was 39 years and 10
months old, that he was a Photographer, and again named his father Mr. James
C. Miller M.A. who had moved from Rochester and resided at “Seasalter Lodge,”
Whitstable, Kent as his next of kin. On the completion of his basic training,
Alexander sailed from Melbourne on 16 July 1915, in a reinforcement draft of the



22nd Battalion, Australian Imperial Force bound for Egypt onboard the 11,223
ton Australian troopship H.M.A.T. Demosthenes (64), which had been
requisitioned from G. Thompson & Co Ltd of London. The 22nd Battalion
Australian Imperial Force was formed on 26 March 1915 at Broadmeadows
Camp in Victoria, Australia. The battalion became part of the 6th Brigade of the
2nd Division. Most of the battalion embarked for Egypt on 8 May 1915. The
battalion deployed to Gallipoli in the first week of September 1915 allowing
elements of the 2nd Brigade to be rested from their positions in the front line at
ANZAC. The battalion served on the peninsula until the final evacuation in
December 1915, and were then withdrawn to Egypt, and brought back to
strength with reinforcements. While most of the battalion was serving on Gallipoli
the transport drivers, along with the other drivers from the 6th Brigade, were sent
to the Salonika front to support the Serbs, and they did not rejoin the battalion
until after the evacuation of ANZAC. Alexander was at Gallipoli for only a short
time, as after being taken to the 13 Casualty Clearing Station on 18 September
1915 suffering from Tonsillitis, but with the need to keep the 13 C.C.S. free for
treating the continual stream of wound cases, Alexander was evacuated later the
same day to Murdos via a Hospital Ship. Another Hospital Ship evacuated
Alexander back to Malta on 23 September 1915. After receiving treatment at the
Floriana Military Hospital on the island of Malta, Alexander was taken to England
as opposed to sending him back to his battalion. Stricken with Dysentery, on 18
October 1915 Alexander was admitted as a patient to the 1,800 bed 2nd/1st
Southern General Hospital, Royal Army Medical Corps, in the Dudley Road
Infirmary, Birmingham, Warwickshire. He remained in the hospital until 23
November 1915, when Alexander was moved to Woodsole Park, Epsom, Surrey,
for convalescence until 20 December 1915. Jane Miller reside at Shepherdswell
for many years after her husband had died, and was very well known by the local
populace in the village, doubtless due to working at the local Post Office.

MUMMERY, WILLIAM AMOS. Private, G/417.

“A” Company, 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 23 July 1915. Aged 23.

Born and resided Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of John and Elizabeth Mummery (née Ash) of Southern Side,
Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Buried Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France. Grave Ref: 1.C.97.
At the time of the 1901 census the Mummery family resided at Church Hill,
Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was 45 year old Shepherdswell
native John Mummery, who was recorded by the census enumerator as being
employed as a Railway Platelayer. When William attested at the Regimental
Depot of The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at Canterbury, Kent on 1 September
1914, he stated that he was 22 years and 4 months old, and that he was
employed as an Under Gardener. On 5 September 1914, William was posted to
the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), and had served in
France since 1 June 1915. He died of wounds at the No.2 Casualty Clearing
Hospital at Bailleul, Nord, France, on the date shown above.
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POLLIN, WILLIAM ARNOLD. Private, 86852.

9th Battalion, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry).

Died 13 April 1918. Aged 21.

Born Tydd St. Mary, Spalding, Lincolnshire. Enlisted Dover, Kent. Resided
Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Son of William and Francis Maud Pollin (née Whitaker) of “Hillcroft,” Hollington,
St. Leonards-on Sea, Sussex.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 154 to 159 and 163A.

Formerly Saddler, 121498, Royal Field Artillery, and Driver, M2/06085, Army
Service Corps. At the time of the 1901 census the Pollin family resided at 24,
Chapel Lane, Spalding, Lincolnshire. Head of the house was 33 year old
Moulton, Spalding, Lincolnshire, native William Pollin (senior) who was a Clothier
Dealer who employed staff. Originally William had enlisted in the army at
Canterbury, Kent on 30 November 1915, at which time he and his parents
resided at Church Hill, Shepherdswell, where his father plied his trade as a
Leather Belt Manufacturer. When he enlisted, William stated that he was 19
years and 326 days old and that he was employed as a Motor Cycle Belt Maker,
which would probably be indicative of him working with or for his father at
“Yewcroft,” Church Hill, Shepherdswell. Following his army enlistment, William
was initially posted to No.4 Depot, Royal Field Artillery at Woolwich.
Unfortunately William’s time spent as a member of the Royal Regiment of
Artillery was of only a short duration, as he was discharged from the army on 22
December 1915, the reason being that he was, and “Not likely to become an
efficient soldier.” William’s discharge from the Royal Field Artillery was probably
the result of him having failed his trade tests at Woolwich. After being discharged
from the army, William later re-enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War’
on 18 December 1916, and initially served in the army as a member of the Army
Service Corps, serving in the United Kingdom, prior to transferring to the 2nd
Battalion, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) on 25 February 1917, and later serving
on the Western Front. William embarked at Folkestone on 14 April 1917, and
arrived at Boulogne-sur-Mer later the same day. The day after arriving in France,
William joined the Base Depot at Camiers. On 12 May 1917 he joined the 27
Company, Machine Gun Corps in the field, and on 13 July William was
transferred to the 26 Company, Machine Gun Corps. Having reported sick on 24
August 1917, William was hospitalised and received treatment via a humber of
Field Ambulances, and on the completion of his treatment was posted to the 9th
Battalion, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry). On 27 February 1918, William was
wounded in his buttocks and received treatment for his wounds at a number of
medical establishments, prior to rejoining his unit on 20 March 1918. In June
1919, when William’s father completed the requisite form to be furnished with the
memorial plaque, in rememberance of his late son, aka the ‘Dead Mans Penny,’
the Pollin family was residing opposite Alexandra Park, Hastings, Sussex, at
“The Hawthorns,” Beaufort Road, Hastings.
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SHEPHARD, JOHN ARTHUR. As commemorated at Shepherdswell appears to
be the following casualty, primarily by virtue of the fact that he is arguably the
best Commonwealth War Graves Commission commemorated match. It is also
probably of significance that on the Great War memorial plague in St. Andrews
parish church, Shepherdswell, John is commemorated with his rank shown as
Rifleman, it being the rank that the following casualty initially was whilst serving
in the army, as a member of the 18th (County of London) Battalion, London
Regiment, (London Irish Rifles).

SHEPHARD, JOHN A. T. Corporal, 615839.

188th Prisoner of War Company, Labour Corps.

Died 4 December 1918.

Buried Abbeville Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: V. E. 37.

Formerly Corporal, 415261, 9th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment
(Queen Victoria's Rifles), and the Rifleman, 18th (County of London) Battalion,
London Regiment (London Irish Rifles). For much of the Great War, Abbeville
was headquarters of the Commonwealth lines of communication and No.3 British
Red Cross Society, No.5 and No.2 Stationary Hospitals were stationed at the
town variously from October 1914 to January 1920. Although purely speculation
on the part of the transcriber of these brief commemorations, but it would seem
likely that John was numbered amongst the victims of the worldwide Influenza
pandemic which prevailed at the time of his death, and that he probably died
whilst receiving treatment as a patient at one of the above military hospitals.
Unfortunately, due to the date of John’s death he does not have an entry in/on
Soldiers Died in the Great War.

WELLER, ALFRED H. As commemorated at Shepherdswell. No clear trace at
this time. It might be the case that Alfred has been commemorated at
Shepherdswell by the wrong Christian name, albeit it being the one by which he
was known by all and sundry at the village, and elsewhere. For a plethora of
reasons he might have served in the armed forces whilst using an alias. On
many occasions it has been noticed, that one of the reasons for using an alias
during the Great War years was to ‘hide’ the fact that a volunteer was under age,
conversely the same sometimes was applicable with volunteers who were not in
their first flush of youth. Mention is made of the latter fact, because at the time of
the 1911 census, residing at Church Hill, Temple Ewell, Dover, Kent, was 35
year old Graveney, Faversham, Kent, native Alfred Weller who was employed as
a Railway Platelayer by the South Eastern & Chatham Railway Company. In view
of the fact the distance between Shepherdswell and Temple Ewell is only
approximately four miles; it might be the case that the above man and his family
later moved to live at Shepherdswell. In view of the fact that Alfred was employed
as a Platelayer, a number of checks have been made to ascertain if he had
served in the army as a member of one of the Royal Engineers, Railway Division.
Another obvious reason for not obtaining a clear trace for Alfred could be that he
is numbered amongst the thousands of casualties who are still not
commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
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WILLARD, JESSE. Private, G/308.
6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 16 July 1916. Aged 20.

Born Hawkhurst, Kent. Enlisted Shepherdswell, Kent. Resided Marden, Kent.
Son of Frederick Willard and Harriet Willard (née Cogger) of Myrtle Villa,
Goudhurst Road, Marden, Kent.

Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: XIV.A.2A
Also commemorated on the Great War memorial plaque which is located in the
parish church of St. Michael and All Angels, Marden, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census the Willard family resided at 6 Railway Terrace,
Marden, Kent. Head of the house was 33 year old Hawkhurst, Kent native
Frederick Willard, who was recorded by the census enumerator as being
employed as a Railway Signalman. Jesse enlisted in the army on 26 August
1914, at which time he stated that he was 20 years old, and employed as a
Porter. He was posted to the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment) on 31 August 1914. On 4 December 1914 he broke his leg at
Lyminge, Kent, and was hospitalised the same day at the Canadian Hospital,
Shorncliffe, Kent, and from 13 January 1915 at the Military Hospital, Herne Bay,
Kent. Jesse was posted to France on 1 June 1915, and died of wounds at one of
the hospitals that were based at Etaples, Pas de Calais, France.
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The Great War

1914 -1919
Lost Men

BEER, ERNEST. Staff Serjeant (Farrier), T2/9639.

Horse Transport, 41st Divisional H.Q., Royal Army Service Corps.

Died 4 May 1919. Aged 41.

Born Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Son of William and Elizabeth Beer of Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Husband of Daisy Elizabeth Beer (née Page) of 1, Ayton Road, Ramsgate, Isle of
Thanet, Kent.

Buried Cologne Southern Cemetery, Koln (Cologne), Nordrhein-Westfal,
Germany. Grave Ref: lll. F. 17.

Ernest was posted to serve in the British Expeditionary Force on 29 September
1915. Regretably, Ernest has also not been commemorated on the Eythorne,
Dover, Kent civic war memorial.

CHIDWICK, FREDERICK. Private, G/325.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 5 March 1916. Aged 31.

Born Folkestone, Kent 7 March 1884.

Enlisted and resided Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Foster-son of Mrs. Sarah Ann Heyman of 82 Folkestone Road, Dover, Kent.
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 15.
Frederick was a time served former member of the Royal Navy (No. 210645),
and at the time of the 1901 census he was serving at H.M.S. St. Vincent, which
was a Royal Navy Shore Establishment for boys at Gosport, Hampshire. Aged
30, Frederick enlisted in the army at Shepherdswell on 26 August 1914, prior to
which he had been employed as a Collier. Initially posted to the Regimental
Depot of The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at Canterbury, Kent, Frederick was
posted to the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on 30
August 1914. Frederick served on the Western Front from 1 June 1915. At the
time that he was killed in action, Frederick's foster-mother (and cousin) Mrs.
Sarah Ann Heyman; resided at 7, Whittington Terrace, Cox Hill, Shepherdswell,
Dover, Kent. Sarah Heyman’'s son Percy Heyman, enlisted in the army on 19
December 1916, and served in the Great War as Sapper 352257 in the 3rd
Divisional Signals Company, Royal Engineers, and fortunately survived the
carnage of the war. It is always sad to access casualties during our researches
that appear to have no local form of commemoration of their sacrifice, and it
would appear that Frederick has fallen into that category as we have been
unable to locate any form of civic commemoration in the Folkestone area of Kent
or elsewhere. Despite having served over half of his short life in the service of his
country both as a sailor and a soldier, it would seem likely that like many other
‘Kent’ casualties, our brief tribute to him is Frederick’s sole non-official form of
rememberance.
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DIXON, OSCAR GLYDE. Private, 204626.

7th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died 21 March 1918. Aged 39.

Born and resided Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent.

Son of the late Dr. Walter Dixon M.B.C.M. and Mrs. Dixon.

Commemorated on the Pozieres, Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 58.

Formerly Private, 3509, Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles.

At the time of the 1901 census, Oscar was a boarder at the home of Percy Miles
at Hanover Place, Canterbury, Kent; the census enumerator recorded Oscar as
being employed as Tanners Clerk. Oscar’s father; Doctor Walter Dixon, M.B.C.M.
was a native of Adelaide, South Australia.

DRAY, EDWARD JAMES. Stoker 1st Class, 292393.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Proserpine, (R.F.R./CH/B/7741).

Died 28 June 1916. Aged 35.

Born Dover, Kent 4 June 1881.

Son of John Henry Dray of Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Husband of Alice Rose Dray of 90, Woodhouse Street, Ipswich, Suffolk.

Buried Basra War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: Ill. B. 1.

Edward died of Pyrexia whilst serving on the 2,135 ton Pelorus class third class
cruiser, H.M.S. Proserpine.

FULLER, RICHARD JAMES, Lance Corporal, G/343.

"D" Company, 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 18 March 1916. Aged 31.

Born Sandwich, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Deal, Kent.

Son of the late John Fuller and Sarah Fuller of Haynes Farm, Shepherdswell,
Dover, Kent.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panels 15, and
on the St. Leonard’s parish church war memorial, Deal, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census, Richard was a 15 year old Drapers Assistant
residing at the home of his employer, 49 year old Draper, George Frederick
Baker at 7, King Street, Maidstone, Kent, where a total of twenty one people
resided.

MARSH, ARTHUR WILLIAM. Private, G/429.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 14 October 1915. Aged 25.

Born Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided
Barfrestone, Dover, Kent.

Son of Harry and Emily Marsh (née Coleman) of Soles Farm, Frogham,
Eythorne, Dover, Kent.

Buried Sailly-Labourse Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: K. 9.
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At the time of the 1901 census the Marsh family resided at Northbourne, Kent.
Head of the house was 39 year old East Langdon, Dover, Kent native Harry
Marsh who was recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a
Farm Waggoner. Prior to residing at Soles Farm, Frogham, Eythorne, the Marsh
family had resided at Phoenix Cottage, Frogham, Eythorne, Kent, and the School
House, Barfreston, Dover, Kent. Arthur enlisted in the army at Canterbury, Kent,
on 31 August 1914, at which time he stated that he was aged 24 years and 4
months, and that he was employed as a Farm Labourer. Initially Arthur was
posted to the Regimental Depot of The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at
Canterbury, Kent, until being posted to the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment) on 3 September 1915 having completed his basic training.
Arthur served on the Western Front from 1 June 1915, and was recorded as
having died of wounds. Regretably, Arthur has also not been commemorated on
the Eythorne, Dover, Kent civic war memorial.

MARSH, PERCY. Private, G/603.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 13 October 1915.

Born Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Nonnington, Dover, Kent. Resided
Barfrestone, Dover, Kent.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 15.

Percy was probably the only son of William and Harriett Marsh. At the time of the
1901 census the family, which had included Percy’s younger sister resided at
Barfreston Street, Barfrestone, Dover, Kent.

PATRICK, FRANK HENRY AMOS. Private, G/5366.

8th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 4 November 1915. Aged 32.

Born Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Sandwich, Kent. Resided Ash, Kent.
Son of Steven H. Patrick and Ellen Patrick of Charing Heath, Ashford, Kent.
Husband of Mrs. Naomi N. Moore (formerly Patrick), (née Austen) of 63, Dudley
Road, Southall, Middlesex.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 14,
as shown above.

At the time of the 1901 census the Patrick family resided at Stone Street,
Stanford, Hythe, Kent. Head of the house was 45 year old Wrexham, Flintshire,
North Wales, native Steven H. Patrick who was recorded by the census
enumerator as being employed as a Police Constable, and Frank as being a 19
year old Hotel Porter. Before the commencement of the Great War Frank was
employed in a market garden at Ash, Sandwich, Kent. After leaving Ash he went
to work as a Gardener at The Moat, Charing, Ashford, Kent. Frank left a widow
and two children.
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PRESCOTT, WALTER. Private, L/7028.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died 20 October 1914. Aged 31.

Born and resided Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent.

Son of the late Peter and Ann Prescott of Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Husband of Florence Hadlow (formerly Prescott), (née Ash) of 17, Artillery Street,
Canterbury, Kent.

Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut,
Belgium. Panel 2, as shown above.

At the time of the 1901 census the Prescott family resided at Prospect Cottages,
Shepherdswell, Kent. Head of the house was 62 year old Lydden, Dover, Kent
native Peter Prescott, who was recorded by the census enumerator as being
employed as a Carter on a Farm, and Walter was recorded as being a 17 year
old Brewery Labourer.

UPTON, HENRY. Lance Bombadier, 910576.

1st Brigade, Ammunition Column, Royal Field Artillery.

Died 11 November 1918.

Enlisted and resided Dover, Kent.

Brother of S. Upton of the “Bell Inn,” Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Buried Mikra British Cemetery, Kalamaria, Greece. Grave Ref: 739.

Formerly Gunner, 1605, Royal Field Artillery.

Henry is commemorated in the 1st/3rd ‘C’ 1072 Battery, Royal Field Artillery
(Territorial Force) Book of Rememberance, which was dedicated by the
Reverend A. Stanley Cooper, B.Sc, who was the Chaplain to the Mayor of Dover,
Kent, during a service that was conducted in the parish church of St. Mary the
Virgin, Dover, Kent, on Sunday 15 April 1951. It was then received by His
Worship the Mayor of Dover, Councillor William Henry Fish, J.P., on behalf of the
Corporation of Dover, Kent, to be kept in perpetuity at the Town Hall at Dover.
This precious Dover artifact has since then been entrusted into the safe keeping
of the Dover, Kent, Museum.

The Second World War

1939 — 1945

ARCHER, DAVID HAROLD. M.C. Major, 67176.

1st Battalion, Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.

Died 30 April 1943. Aged 27.

Born Sheffield, Yorkshire. Resided Canterbury, Kent.

Son of Lieutenant-Colonel Harold W. Archer and Doris Archer (née Davy).
Husband of Marion Margaretta Archer of Edinburgh, Scotland.

Buried Massicault War Cemetery, Tunisia. Grave Ref: I.A.7.

Pre war member of the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
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CAMPBELL , ANDREW. No clear trace at this time.

COUCHMAN, STANLEY R. Second Lieutenant, 294988.

The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).

Attached to the 2/5th Battalion, The Queen’s Royal Regiment (West Surrey).
Died 10 February 1944. Aged 24.

Born Kent. Resided Glasgow.

Son of Victor and Sarah Jane Couchman (née Beer).

Husband of Phyllis Couchman of Nitshill, Renfrewshire, Scotland.

Buried Minturno War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: VIII.G.6.

Pre war member of The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). Stanley was
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment)
on 7 September 1943. Stanley’s birth was registered in the Dover, Kent
Registration District during the last quarter on 1919.

DORMAN, CHARLES LEWIS. Leading Stoker, C/K 63359.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Emerald. (D66).

Died 15 June 1941.

Son of Lewis and Linda Dorman.

Husband of Beatrice Maud Dorman of Faversham, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 47, Column 1, as shown
above, and on the Davington, Faversham, Kent parish tribute which is in the form
of a wooden memorial plague that is located in the parish church of St. Mary
Magdalene and St. Lawrence, Davington, Faversham, Kent

Charles died of injuries which he sustained during a collision between his ship
and H.M.S. Dauntless, in the Malacca Straits. H.M.S. Emerald sustained major
damage as the result of the collision, which included partial flooding of her
forward engine room and structural damage amidships. Initially the Admiralty was
informed that 14 members of the ship’s company were killed or missing, and five
others had been injured. The day after the collision, H.M.S. Emerald reached
Singapore where repairs were carried out on her. Charles’s ship was an E class
light cruiser, and was the sister ship of H.M.S. Enterprise. Both ships were laid
down in 1918, but were completed after the Great War. Both saw active service
during the Second World War which they survived, but were later scrapped.

DOWNING, JOHN DOUGLAS. Able Seaman.

Merchant Navy, M.V. Inverlee (Glasgow).

Died Sunday 19 October 1941. Aged 18.

Son of Lionel D. and Kate Alice Downing of Elvington, Dover, Kent.
Commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial, London. Panel 58, and on the
Prince of Wales Sea Training Scholl memorial plaque, which is located at Holy
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Trinity parish church Ingham, Norfolk, where it was rededicated on Sunday 20
May 2007. Prior to going to Ingham the memorial plaque was located at the
Dover Seafarers Centre, Snargate Street, Dover, Kent.

John and 20 other members of the ships crew of 43 died when their unescorted
9158 ton motor tanked owned by Inver Tankers Ltd (A. Weir & Co), London was
traveling from Trinidad to Glasgow laden with 13880 tons of fuel oil, she was
torpedoed and sunk by the Brest, Brittany, France based German u-boat, U-204
which was commanded by 27 year old Kapitanleutnant (Lieutenant Commander)
Walter Kell at 0300 hours, 30 miles 240°from Cape Spartel, Morocco, Algeria, at
the entrance to the Strait of Gibraltar, and which is the northernmost point of
Africa. The tankers Master 46 year old Thomas Edward Alexander from
Glasgow, 20 crew members including John Downing, and one D.E.M.S. gunner
were lost, but 17 crew members and four D.E.M.S. gunners were picked up by
the Royal Navy, Duncan class destroyer leader HMS Duncan (D99) commanded
by Lieutenant Commander A.N. Rowell, and the British armed trawlers HMS
Lady Hogarth (4.89) commanded by Lieutenant S.G. Barnes and HMS Haarlem
(FY.3060) commanded by Lieutenant L.B. Merrick and landed at Gibraltar. Brief
mention should obviously be made of the fact that the gallant Master of the M.V.
Inverlee, Thomas Edward Alexander was a recipient of both the Stanhope Gold
Medal, and also the Royal Humane Society’'s Bronze Medal for Bravery. M.V.
Inverlee was as it transpired destined to be the last of the 5 ships sunk or
offensive actions carried out by the U-204, as following the attack on John’s
vessel the 37th Escort Group started a u-boat offensive off Cape Spartel,
Morocco and sank the U-204 later the same day, Walter Kell and the rest of his
crew of 45 were all lost with the submarine which was sunk near Tangier, in
position 35.46N, 06.02W, by depth charges from the Royal Navy Flower class
corvette H.M.S. Mallow (K81), which was commanded by Commander William
Brown Piggott, O.B.E., R.N.R. (later Captain D.S.C. & Bar), and the Royal Navy
Shoreham class sloop H.M.S. Rochester (L50), commanded by Commander
C.B. Allen, RN. A type VIIC submarine the U-204 was built by F Krupp,
Germaniawerft AG, in Kiel, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany. The U-204 was laid
down on Monday 22 April 1940 and commissioned on Saturday 8 March 1941, it
being amongst 131 submarines of different types that were commissioned into
the Kriegsmarine from their Kiel shipyard, between the end of June 1935 and
Saturday 14 April 1945.

HEWISH, WILFRED. Sergeant (Wireless Operator), 538041.

Royal Air Force.

Died 21 March 1941. Aged 23.

Son of William and Ellen Hewish (née Gregory).

Husband of Lydia Evelyn Hewish (née Blanch) of Pontyclun, Glamorganshire,
Wales.

Buried Llantrisant (Cefn-y-Parc) Cemetery, Glamorganshire, Wales.

Grave Ref: Section B. Grave 636.

Commemorated in the Dover Book of Remembrance, which lists the casualties of
Dover, Kent, both armed service personnel and civilians who lost their lives
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during the Second World War. The book is currently in the safe keeping of the
Dover Museum, Market Square, Dover, Kent, CT16 1PB.

On 21 March 1941, Wilfred was one of the five crew of Avro Anson No.K6248,
that was being flown by 22 year old Flying Officer (Pilot) Eric Walwyn Padfield
R.A.F. of Bath, Somerset. The Avro Anson had taken off from the No. 2 School of
Air Navigation at R.A.F. Cranage, Cheshire, to undertake a navigational training
flight. While undertaking a practice landing at a Hawkswood Copse, Hawkswood
Farm, Rednal, West Fenton, Oswestry, Shropshire, the tail of the aircraft struck
an oak tree and crashed into a wood killing all on board. There was an official
inquest into the crash, which came to the conclusion that the pilot had failed to
open the throttle in time following a practiced forced landing, and added that he
was not authorised to undertake such a manoeuvre. The report concluded that
the undercarriage had been deployed, and that it remained unclear why the pilot
was apparently attempting to land the aircraft. Wilfred’s birth was registered in
the Dover, Kent, Registration District during the third quarter of 1918. His
marriage to Miss Lydia Evelyn Blanch was registered in the Bridgend,
Glamorganshire, Wales, Registration District during the last quarter of 1940.

HUNTLEY, DONALD NORMAN. D.F.M.

Sergeant (Wireless Operator/Air Gunner), 777675.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 44 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died 14 September 1942. Aged 20.

Born Salisbury 26 September 1921.

Son of Donald Huntley of Long Lane Farm, Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Buried Epe General Cemetery, Gelderland, Netherlands.

Grave Ref: Plot 2. Row 10. Grave 620.

Donald was one of the seven crew of Lancaster bomber W4169 KM-S, that was
being flown by 23 year old Flying Officer (Pilot) Christopher Thomas Holland of
Umtali, Southern Rhodesia, when it took of from R.A.F. Waddington, Lincolnshire
on the night of 13/14 September 1942. Lancaster W4169 KM-S was amongst a
mixed bomber force of 446 aircraft which were dispatched to Bremen, Germany.
Resulting from the raid, the Lloyd dynamo works was put out of action for a
fortnight, and various parts of the Focke-Wulf factory was unable to carry on
production from two to eight day, and five nearly completed aircraft were
destroyed and three more were damaged. The raid report also lists seven
cultural and historical buildings hit in the centre of Bremen, as were six schools
and two hospitals. During this raid on Bremen, at least 70 people were killed and
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371 injured. R.A.F. Bomber Command losses amounted to 21 aircraft, which
were 15 Wellingtons, 2 Lancasters, 1 Halifax, 1 Hampden, 1 Stirling, and 1
Whitley. Only one member of the crew of Donald’s Lancaster survived when it
was shot down by “ace” night-fighter pilot 23 year old Oberleutnant Manfred
Meurer of 3./NJG 1, and crashed 7 miles to the north of Apeldoorn. All six of the
Lancaster's who were killed are at rest in the same cemetery at Epe. The
relevant London Gazette entry for Donald’s Distinguished Flying Medal is dated
28 April 1942. The destruction of Donald’s Lancaster bomber was numbered
amongst the 65 R.A.F. Bomber Command aircraft that were credited as ‘kills’ to
Manfred Meurer. Having been promoted to the rank of Hauptmann, Manfred
Meurer and his radar operator Oberfeldwebel Gerhard Schiebe, were both killed
on the night of night of 20/21 January 1944, when their Heinkel He 219 A-O
collided with an R.A.F. Lancaster bomber which was amongst the 769 aircraft
that were taking part on a bombing raid on Berlin. Prior to his death Manfred
Meurer was awarded the Knights Cross with Oak Leaves. Oberfeldwebel
Gerhard Schiebe, has the distinction of being the first radar operator in the
Luftwaffe during the Second World War to be awarded the Knights Cross.
KENNARD, HAROLD MOORE. Sergeant, 1204535.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 90 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died Saturday 20 February 1943. Aged 26.

Son of George Kennard and Lizzie Kennard (née Moore) of Shepherdswell,
Dover, Kent.

Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 155. Harold is also
commemorated in the Dover Grammar School, Kent, Second World War Book of
Rememberance.

Harold's birth was registered in the Eastry, Kent, Registration District during the
last quarter of 1914. Harold was a pupil at the Dover Grammar School for Boys
from 1927 to 1934, and was an Associate of Trinity College, London. He was a
crew member of Stirling bomber BK627 WP-P, which was being flown by 22
year old Pilot Officer Albert Bloomer Scholey, R.A.F. from Cleethorpes,
Lincolnshire, which took off from R.A.F. Ridgewell, Halstead, Essex at 1754
hours, on a mission to bomb the port of Wilhelmshaven, Lower Saxony,
Germany. The Stiring was amongst a 338 R.A.F. Bomber Command mixed
bomber force engaged on the raid, which was comprised of 120 Wellingtons, 110
Halifax’s, 56 Stirlings, 52 Lancasters. A total of 12 aircraft were lost on the raid,
they being 5 Stirlings, 4 Lancasters and 3 Wellingtons. Unfortunately, for the
R.A.F. Bomber Command planners the raid was failure, with the Pathfinder Force
marking causing the Main Force bombing to fall to the north of Wilhelmshaven.
After this raid it was found that the Pathfinders had been issued with out of date
maps which did not show recent town developments. Resulting from those
findings a general updating of maps then took place. All seven crew were lost
when Harold’s aircraft failed to return from the bombing raid on Wilhelmshaven.
Although the exact details appertaining to the loss of Stirling BK627 WP P has
never been established, but following an R.A.F. enquiry which was later
convened it was presumed to have crashed in the sea, with loss of all of the
seven members of the aircrafts crew. Six of the crew are now commemorated on
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the Runnymede Memorial, but the body of Sergeant (Flight Engineer) Stanley G.
Fisher was found on 18 April 1943, and he was buried at Westerland on Sylt,
which is one of the North Frisian Islands. Stanley was later moved to lie amongst
the almost 1000 Second World War casualties (mostly aircrews) who are at rest
in Kiel War Cemetery, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany. Grave Ref: 3. G. 13.
Harold’'s aircraft had been built by Austin Motors Ltd, and was delivered to 90
Squadron, Royal Air Force on 17 November 1942, and it was one of two of 90
Squadron, Stirlings which were lost during the Wilhelmshaven operation.

KIRBY, REGINALD FREDERICK. Private, S/97562.

Royal Army Service Corps.

Died Friday 19 July 1940. Aged 21.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of John Frederick Kirby and Elizabeth Alice Kirby (née Jermy) of Northwood,
Ramsgate, Isle of Thanet, Kent.
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Buried St. Anthony’s Churchyard, Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Also commemorated in the Dover, Kent, Boys Grammar School Second World
Book of Rememberance.

Reginald was a pupil at the above school from 1930 to 1936. It should be
mentioned that in the school Book of Remembrance, Reginald is commemorated
as having been a member of the Royal Air Force as opposed to the army. The
book also shows that his death was after being evacuated from Dunkirk.
Although the above brief commemoration above does not match his school data,
it is with a fair degree of confidence that the army data etcetera as has been
shown above is correct.

MARTIN, EDWIN. As commemorated at Shepherdswell, appears to be the
following local army casualty who was a regular soldier:-

MARTIN, EDWIN JOHN. Lance Serjeant, 1073211.

6 Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Atrtillery.

Died 29 May 1940. Aged 32.

Buried Oostduinkerke Communal Cemetery, Koksijde, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Grave Ref: Row F. Grave 127.

Pre war member of the Royal Artillery. Although Edwin’s Commonwealth War
graves Commission commemoration details show him to have been serving in
the above Anti Aircraft Regiment at the time of his death, it would seem likely that
in view of his date of death and place of burial, Edwin had been a member of the
6 Heavy Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery. At the commencement of the
Second World War, the 6 Heavy Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery was
serving in the United Kingdom, but in November 1939 it was posted to France to
serve in the British expeditionary Force, as part of the 1 Anti Aircraft Brigade.
Like Edwin, most of the Commonwealth servicemen buried at Oostduinkerke
Communal Cemetery died during the heavy fighting along the Nieuport-Veurne-
Dunkirk Canal, while covering the retreat of the British Expeditionary Force to
Dunkirk in May 1940. Edwin’s birth was registered in the Dover, Kent,
Registration District during the last quarter of 1909.

MILSTED, WILLIAM HENRY. Ordinary Seaman, C/JX 331451.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Dasher.

Died 27 March 1943. Aged 21.

Son of Albert and Emily Bessie Milsted (née Lawrence) of Shepherdswell, Kent.
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 70, Column 2, as shown
above.

Mystery still surrounds what caused the loss of 379 lives aboard the aircraft
carrier on the day William died. For years the explosion was attributed to being
struck by a torpedo, but of late different causes have been put forward. All of
those who lost their lives are commemorated in the “Dasher Memorial Book”
which is kept in the North Ayrshire Museum. A new memorial has now been
erected near Androssan close to where the tragedy happened.
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OAKDEN, ALFRED DAVID JAMES. Able Seaman, C/JX 158109.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Juno.

Died 21 May 1941. Aged 18 years.

Son of George and Constance Woodgate.

Adopted son of John N. and Maud A. Oakden of Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 43, Column 2, as shown
above.

PEMBLE, EDWARD. Private, 1594240.

Army Catering Corps.

Died 28 September 1942. Aged 31.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of John and Jane Pemble of Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Husband of Freda B. Pemble (née Poulter) of Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.
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Buried St. Anthony’s Churchyard, Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

WOOLLASTON, CHARLES STEWART ROSS. Lance Corporal, 2661957.

49th (West Riding) Regiment, Reconnaissance Corps, Royal Armoured Corps.
Died 29 August 1944. Aged 30.

Born North London. Resided Sussex.

Son of Alfred Montague Woolleston and Florence Annie Woolleston (née Bryant)
of Sibertswold House, Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Buried Etreville Churchyard, Eure, France. Grave Ref: Row 5. Grave 5.

The Second World War

1939 — 1945
Lost Casualties

FLYNN, MARY ELIZABETH. Civilian casualty.

Died 3 April 1942. (Good Friday).

Resided 11 Pencester Road, Dover, Kent.

Daughter of the late Mr. M. Flynn.

Buried St. Anthony’s Churchyard, Shepherdswell, Kent.

As can be deduced when viewing the headstone above, Mary is buried in a joint
grave with her sister Margaret who was killed with her. The daughter of Dover
Master Butcher, the late Henry Holtum Goodwin who died in 1916, and Clara
Elizabeth Goodwin (née Leaver), 54 year old Dover native Miss Beatrice Alice
Goodwin who resided with the Flynn sisters, was injured in the same incident,
and died later the same day whilst receiving treatment for her injuries at the
Casualty Hospital, Union Road, Dover, Kent. Beatrice is buried at Charlton
Cemetery, Dover, Kent. Beatrice’s 49 year old sister Winifred, was also at 11
Pencester Road, and was injured by the same German bomb, and despite being
buried for fourteen hours, Winifred survived the ordeal. Beatrice was not the first
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victim of war that was suffered by her family, as her brother, 29 year old Lance
Corporal Frederick George Goodwin fell on 1 June 1918, whilst serving in “A”
Company, 9th (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment, and is buried at
Pernes British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: Il. E. 43. Frederick
is commemorated on the Dover civic war memorial, and on the Great War tribute
at Dover Grammar School, that is in the form of an impressive stained glass
window, which is located at side of a flight of stairs leading from the schools
entrance hall.

FLYNN, MARGARET FRANCES. Civilian casualty.

Died 3 April 1942. (Good Friday).

Resided 11 Pencester Road, Dover, Kent.

Daughter of the late Mr. M. Flynn.

Buried St. Anthony’s Churchyard, Shepherdswell, Kent.

Mary Elizabeth Flynn and Margaret Frances Flynn both died on 3 April 1942 at
their home 11 Pencester Road, Dover, Kent. They were the daughters of the late
Mr. M. Flynn. They were buried at Shepherdswell, with their coffins draped with
the Union Flag. Both were workers for the church, and before taking up positions
in Dover, they had conducted a Preparatory School at Shepherdswell. In Dover
they both worked in clerical jobs, one at the National Provincial Bank, and the
other at Messrs W. J. Smith. A total of sixteen civilians were killed at Dover on
Good Friday 1942. Another Flynn grave, with the same headstone pattern and
kerbing etcetera was noticed at St. Anthony’s Churchyard, which might be that of
the parents of Mary and Margaret, and has been added below this brief tribute.

HAWKINS, MINNIE GLADYS. Civilian casualty.

Died 23 March 1942. Aged 27.

Daughter of Sarah Hawkins (née Marsh), and of the late William Hawkins of 68
Oswald Road, Dover, Kent.

Buried St. Anthony’s Churchyard, Shepherdswell, Kent.

Commemorated on the East Kent Road Car Co Ltd memorial plaque, Dover.
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Minnie was numbered amongst the eight people who were killed at the East Kent
Garage on 23 March 1942, when an armour-piercing bomb penetrated the
shelter in the garage at Dover, in addition to which at least one other person died
as the result of the bomb blast. Originally erected in the Employees’ Social Club,
of the Dover Depot of the East Kent Road Car Co Ltd, was a clocking in/off
machine, which was erected in memory of the staff, both service personnel and
civilians who lost their lives during the Second World War. This unusual but
somewhat apt form of memorial is now in the safe keeping of the Dover
Transport Museum, Willingdon Road, Whitfield, Dover, Kent, CT16 2HQ.

PAGE, RICHARD AMOS. Able Seaman.

Merchant Navy, S.S. W. C. Teagle.

Died 16 October 1941. Aged 21.

Discharge number: R125148.

Son of Mary M. Page of Shepherdswell, Dover, Kent.

Commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial. London. Panel 115, and on the
Prince of Wales Sea Training Scholl memorial plaque, which is located at Holy
Trinity parish church Ingham, Norfolk, where it was rededicated on Sunday 20
May 2007. Prior to going to Ingham the memorial plague was located at the
Dover Seafarers Centre, Snargate Street, Dover, Kent.

Richard’'s ship was named after the President of the Standard Oil Company,
which is somewhat cruelly ironic, as the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey,
New York, USA initially under its President W.C. Teagle and then under a
Director W.S. Farish, were accused of consistently aiding the Nazi Germany war
machine whilst at the same time refusing to aid the United States of America in
the pre-war testing of the vital synthetic rubber, when Adolf Hitler's ‘Four Year
Plan’ went into effect in 1937 the following year the Standard Oil Company of
New Jersey provided the massive German Industrial Conglomerate |I.G. Farben
with its new butyl rubber process. The following is an extract from the
Commercial Attaché, U.S. Embassy in Berlin, Germany, dated during January
1933 sent to the State Department in Washington, D.C:- “In two years Germany
will be manufacturing oil and gas enough out of soft coal for a long war. The
Standard Oil of New York is furnishing millions of dollars to help.” The S.S. W.C.
Teagle was a 9552 Panamanian tanker built in 1917 by the Bethlehem
Shipbuilding Corporation, Sparrow’s Point, Baltimore, Maryland, USA, she was
owned by the Panama Transport Co (Anglo-American Oil Co), London, the ship
in 1940 was the W.C. Teagle of Standard Oil Co of New Jersey, New York, but
was transferred to the Panama Transport Co, Panama and later that year
registered in Britain but her name still retained. With a crew of 40 plus a gunner
she was flying the British Red Ensign in convoy SC-48 on a voyage from the
LAGO oil refinery which was a subsidiary of the Standard Oil Company of New
Jersey on the Caribbean Island of Aruba, via Sydney, Nova Scotia to Swansea,
laden with 15,000 tons of fuel oil, she was torpedoed and sunk at 0131hours
(German time) by the Brest, Brittany, France based u-boat U-558 commanded by
the u-boat ‘ace’ Kapitanleutnant (Lieutenant Commander) Gunther Krech on
Thursday October 16 1941 about 900 miles east of the Hebrides in position
57.N/25.W, and about 600 miles west of Rockall, Giinther Krech reported a
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possible hit on the tanker plus another tanker and one steamer sunk. Despite the
use of ULTRA, 9 merchant ships, one corvette and one destroyer were sunk and
another destroyer was damaged from the 52 vessel slow convoy SC-48, most
losses occurred in heavy weather when it ran into a combined 13 u-boat Wolf
Pack, on a patrol line approximately 400 miles South of Iceland on Tuesday 14
October 1941. The S.S. W.C. Teagle’'s Master 41 year old Harold Redvers
Barlow of Blackpool, Lancashire, 38 crew members and one D.E.M.S gunner
were lost, but 10 crew members were picked up by the Royal Navy destroyer
H.M.S. Broadwater (H81) which was commanded by Lieutenant-Commander
W.M.L. Astwood, but nine of them sadly were subsequently lost when the
destroyer was sunk the very next day, by the u-boat U-101 commanded by
Kapitanleutnant Ernst Mengersen, the sole survivor, Radio Officer N.D. Houston,
was picked up by H.M.S. Veronica (K37) which was commanded by Lieutenant
Commander D.F. White and landed at Londonderry, Northern Ireland. Shortly
after the S.S. W.C. Teagle was sunk, the crew of the 1369 ton Norwegian steam
freighter ‘Rym’ saw the lights from some of the tankers survivors and immediately
altered course in order to pick them up, at which time the ‘Rym’ was the last ship
in the column and undertook the rescue with no escort vessel in sight, whilst
carrying out the rescue of the crew from the tanker the ‘Rym’ also became
another victim of the U-558, but fortunately she did not immediately sink, initially
having a heavy list to starboard, all her crew survived and were rescued by
H.M.S. Veronica (K37). Gunther Krech, the LI and 3 men of the gun crew
survived (45 died) when the U-558 was sunk on Tuesday 20 July 1943 in the bay
of Biscay to the north-west of Cape Ortegal, Spain in position 45.10N, 09.42W,
by depth charges from a RAF Halifax Il of 58 Squadron, Royal Air Force Coastal
Command based at Holmsley South, (Plain Heath), Hampshire and a USAAF
Liberator aircraft of 19th A/S. Prior to the sinking of the U-558, during 10 active
patrols, most of which were carried out in the Atlantic Ocean and in Caribbean
waters, Gunther Krech sank more than 20 ships of various nationalities, having
survived the sinking of the U-558 he then spent a few years in Allied captivity, a
native of (appropriately) Wilhelmshaven, Germany Gunther Krech was born on
21 September 1914, and died on 3 June 2000. A type VIIC submarine the U-558
was built by Blohm & Voss, Hamburg, Germany, laid down on Saturday 6
January 1940 and commisioned on Thursday 20 February 1941, it being
amongst 224 submarines built at the shipyard that were commissioned into the
Kriegsmarine between Saturday 14 September 1940 and Saturday 31 March
1945.
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Great War Memorial Plaque which was erected and dedicated in St. Andrews
Church, Shepherdswell in July 1920.
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Second World War Memorial Plaque which was erected and dedicated in St.
Andrews Church, Shepherdswell in 1947.
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Great War commemorations on the civic war memorial

Second World War commemorations on the civic war memorial
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Prior to the cleaning and refurbishment of the civic war memorial
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A few years after the cleaning and refurbishment of the civic war memorial
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