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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

 
ACCLETON, WILLIAM CHARLES. Private, 648. 
1st Battalion, Royal Warwickshire Regiment. 
Died 12 October 1916. 
Born and resided Luddesdown, Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. 
Son of William and Emma Accleton. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.  
Pier and Face 9 A 9 B and 10 B.  
William was posted to France on 4 May 1915. 
 

 
ANDERSON, JOHN ROBERT. Cooper, 135921. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Hawke. 
Died 15 October 1914. Aged 49. 
Born Northfleet, Kent 22 June 1864. 
Son of Donald and Maria Anderson. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 6, as shown above. 
At the time of his death, John was a recalled Royal Navy Pensioner., like many of 
those serving on H.M.S. Hawke when she was torpedoed and sunk in the North 
Sea by the German submarine U-9, with the loss of 524 officers and ratings, and 
only 70 survivors. 
 
BAKER , FREDERICK. Lance Corporal, G/23369. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 17 July 1917. Aged 32. 
Born Rosherville, Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. Resided 
Northfleet, Kent. 
Son of Mrs. Marie Baker of Gordon Road, Rosherville, Gravesend, Kent. 
Husband of Mabel Harriett Longhurst (formerly Baker) of 70, Gordon Road, 
Rosherville, Gravesend, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 7. 
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BOTTING, WILLIAM ISAAC. Private, G/44101. 
17th (Service) Battalion, (1st Football), Middlesex Regiment. 
Died 13 November 1916. Aged 19. 
Born Higham, Rochester Kent. Enlisted Ealing Middlesex. Resided Lower 
Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. 
Son of William John and Sarah Botting of Green Farm Cottage, Lower Shorne, 
Gravesend, Kent. 
Buried Mailly Wood Cemetery, Mailly-Maillet, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: II. C. 3. 
Formerly Private, 6495, Middlesex Regiment.  
 
BROMLEY, FRANK WILLIAM. Gunner, 180663. 
"B" Battery, 245th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died 12 March 1918. Aged 19. 
Born Brenchley, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. 
Son of William C. and Martha Bromley of Chalk Pit Cottages, Shorne, 
Gravesend, Kent. 
Buried Belgian Battery Corner Cemetery, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
Grave Ref: II. J. 6. 
 
BRIDGE, JAMES CHARLES. Private, 23206. 
8th (Service) Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment. 
Died 5 December 1917. Aged 20. 
Born Newmarket, Cambridgeshire. Enlisted Colchester, Essex. Resided 
Flamsted End, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. 
Son of Charles and Annie Bridge of Newmarket, Cambridgeshire. 
Husband of Lilian May Kittle (formerly Bridge) of 3, Vaughans Cottages, 
Barkingside, Ilford, Essex.  
Buried Ribecourt British Cemetery, Ribecourt-La-Tour, Nord, France.  
Grave Ref: II. F. 12. 
 
CALLER , EDWARD. Private, G/969. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 28 August 1915. Aged 23. 
Born Betsham, Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. 
Son of Alfred George Caller and Mary Ann Caller of 24, London Road, Chalk, 
Gravesend, Kent. Formerly of 6, St. Katherine Cottages, Shorne, Gravesend, 
Kent.   
Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France. Grave Ref: II. A. 52. 
Also commemorated on the Cobham, Gravesend, Kent, civic war memorial. 
Edward was aged 21 years and 204 days when he enlisted in the army on 1 
September 1914. At the time of his enlistment he stated that he was employed as 
a Farm Labourer. He was posted to the 6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own 
(Royal West Kent Regiment) on 4 September 1914. On 3 November 1914, 
Edward was hospitalised at Purfleet, Essex, after his throat was cut by a civilian.   
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CALLER , ALFRED. Driver, 91293. 
108th Field Company, Royal Engineers. 
Died 19 November 1918. 
Buried Sofia War Cemetery, Bulgaria. Grave Ref: I.C.4. 
It would seem likely that Alfred was a brother of Edward Caller who was the 
casualty briefly commemorated above. At the time of the 1901 census the Caller 
family resided at Holly Cottages, Cobham, Kent. Head of the house was 34 year 
old Meopham, Kent native Alfred G. Caller who was employed as an Agricultural 
Labourer. 12 year old Singlewell, Gravesend, Kent native Alfred Caller was one 
of the children recorded by the enumerator as being at home on the night of the 
census. Edward Caller, then aged 8 was recorded as being a native of 
Southfleet, Kent, which ties in with his SDGW entry of Betsham, Gravesend, 
Kent, as Betsham is a little way to the north east of Southfleet. Sofia War 
Cemetery where Alfred is at rest contains the graves of Commonwealth 
servicemen who died as prisoners of war or with the occupying forces following 
the Bulgarian capitulation in September 1918. 
 
FORSTER, WILLIAM GEORGE. Lance Corporal, L/9043. 
6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 13 October 1915. Aged 22. 
Born and resided Strood, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of William and Elizabeth Ann Forster of Thong House Bungalow, Shorne, 
Gravesend, Kent. Formerly of 103, Bryant Road, Strood, Kent, and 139, Western 
Road, Strood, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panels 15 to 19. 
Aged 18 years and 4 months, William had enlisted in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, 
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at Chatham, Kent on 31 July 1908, and served 
in the battalion as Private, 9008 until he enlisted as a regular soldier for 7 years 
with the Colours and 5 years in the Reserve on 2 January 1909, at which time he 
stated that he was employed as a Labourer, and a serving member of The Buffs 
(Army Special Reserve). In reply to being asked which regiment or corps he 
preferred to serve in, William had relied “The Buffs.” He joined his regiment at 
Aldershot, Hampshire on 5 January 1909. Prior to being posted to serve in the 
6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on 23 June 1915, 
William had served in the 2nd Battalion and 3rd (Reserve) Battalion during which 
time in addition to serving in the United Kingdom, he had served in Singapore 
and India. Whilst serving in Singapore, William obtained his Army 3rd Class 
Education Certificate on 8 March 1912. Shortly after his transfer to the 6th 
(Service) Battalion he was appointed an (unpaid) Lance Corporal on 8 July 1915. 
 
GIGGINS, ALBERT E. No trace. Only six casualties of the Great War with this 
surname are commemorated by the CWGC, two of whom were brothers. 
O/SDGW also has no entry for Albert, a check on available Royal Navy data also 
revealed no match. Possibly died of war related illness or trauma, post 31 August 
1921, it being the cut-off date for Great War commemorations by the then IWGC. 
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GRANT, WILLIAM JAMES. M.M. Private, 5402. 
7th (South Irish Horse) Battalion, Royal Irish Regiment. 
Died Monday 25 March 1918. Aged 27. 
Born and resided Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. 
Eldest son of. William J. Grant and Fanny Grant of Shorne House, Shorne, 
Gravesend, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Pozières Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 30. 
Formerly Private, 4011, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). William was 
born at Shorne, Kent on 24 March 1891, and was educated at the village school 
there from 30 June 1895, (admission number 977). William’s was the sole fatality 
suffered by his battalion on the day that he fell. 
 

 
GRIFFEN, JOHN. No clear matching trace. The casualty commemorated at 
Shorne appears to be the following local casualty who was a holder of the 
Military Medal. Possibly the following non commissioned officer was known to all 
and sundry locally and elsewhere as John. 
GRIFFIN, PATRICK JOHN. M.M. 2nd Corporal, 20709. 
15th Field Company, Royal Engineers. 
Died 7 July 1917. Aged 23. 
Born Pembroke Dock, Pembrokeshire, South Wales. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. Griffin of the ‘Crown Inn,’ Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. 
Buried Brandhoek Military Cemetery, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
Grave Ref: II. M. 3.  
A former Sapper, Royal Engineers, Patrick entered the French theatre of 
operations on 20 November 1914. 
 



 

 6 

HOLLANDS , JOHN CHRISTOPHER. Corporal, 52231. 
36th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery. 
Died Friday 5 July 1918. Aged 29. 
Born Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. Resided Cobham, 
Gravesend, Kent. 
Son of William and Eliza Hollands of 2, Thorne House, Cobham College, 
Cobham,  Gravesend, Kent. 
Buried Vignacourt British Cemetery, Somme, France. Greave Ref: II. E. 15. 
John entered the French theatre of operations on 28 September 1917. 
 
HOLLANDS , STANLEY WILLIAM RIDGNELL. Serjeant, 1396. 
7th (Service) Battalion, East Surrey Regiment. 
Died Monday 9 April 1917. Aged 20. 
Born Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted Caxton Hall, Middlesex. 
Son of William and Hannah Hollands of 3, Rose and Crown Cottages, Shorne, 
Gravesend, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 6. 
 
MUNDAY, JOHN H. No trace as commemorated on the Shorne, Gravesend, 
Kent, civic war memorial. Possibly John has the wrong initial at his 
commemoration on the war memorial, or had possibly died of a war related 
illness or trauma post 31 August 1921, it being the cut-off date for Great War 
commemorations.  
 
PINK, HERBERT EDWARD. Private, G/15520. 
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died 15 September 1915. Aged 18. 
Born and resided Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. 
Son of Samuel Pink. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 5 D. 
Formerly Private, G/11784, 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West 
Kent Regiment). 
 
PATCHING, CHARLES JAMES. Private, G/68765. 
22nd (Service) Battalion, (Kensington) Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
Died 27 November 1917. 
Born Denton, Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. Resided Shorne, 
Gravesend, Kent. 
Son of Albert and Elenor Patching of Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. 
Buried Anneux British Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: I. E. 34. 
Formerly Private, TR/10/1776, Training Reserve Battalion. 
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VITLER, JAMES BENJAMIN. Private, 203742.  
1st Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
Died Thursday 16 August 1917. Aged 21. 
Born Allhallows, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. Resided Shorne, 
Gravesend, Kent. 
Son of George and Maria Vitler of 1, Church Cottage, Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 52. 
Formerly Private, G/4038, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
 

 
WILLARD , CHARLES JOHN. Petty Officer Stoker, 294364. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Vanguard. 
Died Monday 9 July 1917. Aged 37. 
Born Cobham, Gravesend, Kent 14 January 1881. 
Son of John and Hannah Willard, of Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. 
Husband of Elizabeth Catherine Willard of "Overblow," Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 23, as shown above. 
A survivor from the Battle of Jutland in which she was part of the Forth Battle 
Squadron, H.M.S. Vanguard, a 19,560 ton St.Vincent class battleship 
commanded by Lieutenant Commander Alan C.H. Duke R.N, blew up and sank 
to the north of the Golta peninsula in Flotta, Scapa Flow at approximately 2320 
hours on Monday 9 July 1917 with the loss of 843 lives. She went down as the 
result of a magazine explosion in one of the two magazines which served the ‘P’ 
and ‘Q’ turrets amidships. Following her loss an Admiralty Court of Enquiry was 
convened, with three possible causes tendered, they being: - (1) A spontaneous 
detonation of cordite, which had become unstable. (2) The cordite having caught 
fire from heating in an adjacent compartment. (3) Sabotage. To their credit Brian 
Budge from Kirkwall, and fellow enthusiast, Jonathan Saunders from Gillingham, 
Kent have carried out extensive research over a number of years into the loss of 
Robert’s ship, and it as the result of their findings that the actual death toll and 
following information has been ascertained. The vast majority of those lost with 
H.M.S. Vanguard numbering 622, are commemorated on the Chatham Naval 
Memorial. Although no formal cause for the cordite explosion was ever found by 
the Court of Inquiry, the most likely explanation is that a fire in a coal bunker or 
other neighbouring area simply smoldered away undetected long enough to heat 
the cordite stored at an adjoining bulkhead to dangerous levels, which eventually 
triggered an explosive reaction. Although dwarfed by the losses such as the S.S. 
Lancastria off the coast of France in the Second World War, the loss of H.M.S. 
Vanguard remains Britain’s worst disaster in Home Waters. The wreck-site of the 
ship is now thankfully designated as a controlled site under the Protection of 
Military Remains Act. 
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WELCH, ARTHUR. No clear trace. Probably the 13 year old native of Shorne, 
Kent who was recorded by the enumerator at the time of the 1901 census, as 
being the son of George and Eliza Welch, and residing at Muddy Lane, Shorne, 
Gravesend, Kent.  
 
WHIBLEY, ALFRED VICTOR. Lance Corporal, SD/2820. 
13th (Service) Battalion, (3rd South Downs) Royal Sussex Regiment. 
Died 30 June 1916. Aged 22. 
Born Eastling, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Hastings, Sussex. 
Son of Edwin Richard and Phillis Whibley of Fairbourne Manor Farm, 
Harrietsham, Maidstone, Kent. 
Buried Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, Souchez, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: XV. P. 14. 
 
 

The Great War  
 1914 -1919 

Lost Men 
 
BENNETT, THOMAS ARTHUR. Serjeant, M/32520. 
Royal Army Service Corps. 
Died 23 October 1920. Aged 26. 
Born Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. 
Son of Christopher and Elizabeth Bennett of Dairy Cottage, Shorne, Gravesend, 
Kent. 
Buried St. Peter and St. Paul Churchyard, Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. 
Grave Ref: South of Church. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Bennett family resided at Daisey Cottage, 
Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. Head of the house was 51 year old Cobham, Kent 
native Christopher Bennett, who was employed as a Farm Labourer. 
 
COOPER, ALBERT GEORGE. Corporal, G/3042. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 3 May 1917. Aged 23. 
Born Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent September 1914. 
Son of John Robert and Elizabeth Letitia Cooper (nee Palmer) of 7, Providence 
Cottages, Upper Higham, Rochester, Kent. 
Husband of Eleanor Emma Chapman (formerly Cooper) of 16, Carters Road, 
Perry Street, Gravesend, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Bay 7. 
Albert was a brother of Harry Cooper who is the next casualty briefly 
commemorate below. At the time of the 1901 census the Cooper family resided 
at 7 Higham Place, Higham, Kent. Albert was employed as a Farm Labourer at 
the time of his army enlistment on 9 September 1914.  
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COOPER, HARRY. Private, 12020. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 17 February 1917. Aged 22. 
Born Shorne, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Lower Higham, Rochester, 
Kent. 
Son of John Robert and Elizabeth Letitia Cooper (nee Palmer) of Higham, 
Rochester, Kent. 
Buried Mont Huon Military Cemetery, Le Treport, Seine-Maritime, France.  
Grave Ref: I. L. 4.  
Commemorated on the Higham, Rochester, Kent, Great War parish tribute which 
is a memorial plaque located in the parish church of St. John’s. 
At the time of Harry’s army enlistment he was employed as a Roadman, and 
resided at 7, Ball Cottages, Upper Higham, Rochester, Kent. 
 
FARMER, GEORGE. Private, G/12956. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died 7 October 1916. 
Born Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted and resided Dartford, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 11 C. 
Unfortunately it has not been possible to add additional details appertaining to 
George, e.g. family or service details etcetera. George was numbered amongst 
the 92 other ranks of his battalion, who died on the day that it carried out an 
attack near the Somme village of Guedecourt. The attack on an enemy position 
named “Ration Trench” suffered heavily from an enemy bombardment prior to 
moving forward at 1345 hours. It would seem likely that George was a victim of 
the German shelling, or  in the leading waves who fell in No Mans Land. 
 
GOUGE, ERNEST. Rifleman, O/80. 
11th (Service) Battalion, Rifle Brigade. 
Died Friday 12 April 1918. Aged 19. 
Born Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. Resided Northfleet, 
Kent. 
Son of George and Rose Gouge of 31, All Saints Road, Perry Street, Gravesend, 
Kent. 
Buried St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, Seine-Maritime, France.  
Grave Ref: P. VII. K. 10A. 
Formerly Private, 10/2771, Training Reserve. 
 
NOBLE, FRANK. Private, SE/22545. 
Army Veterinary Corps. 
Died 6 October 1916. 
Born Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Gravesend, Kent. 
Buried St. Peter and St. Paul Churchyard, Shorne, Gravesend, Kent,  
Probably the son of Faversham, Kent natives Frank and Frances Noble, who at 
the time of the 1901 census were residing at the Queen’s Head, 49, Wakefield 
Street, Gravesend, Kent, where 48 year old  Frank (senior) was the Licensee.  
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SPOONER, SIDNEY CHARLES. Private, 31467. 
1st Battalion, Norfolk Regiment. 
Died Sunday 4 May 1919. Aged 31. 
Son of the late Mrs. Spooner of 3, Wharf Road, Stanford-le-Hope, Orsett, Essex. 
Husband of Martha Eliza Pierson (formerly Spooner), of 2, Garden Villa, Shorne, 
Gravesend, Kent. 
Buried Mazargues War Cemetery, Marseilles, Bouches-du-Rhone, France.  
Grave Ref: III. B. 36. 
Sidney was probably born at Stanford-le-Hope, Essex. On the 1901 census the 
Spooner family resided at Salisbury Avenue, Stanford-le-Hope, Orsett, Essex. 
The youngest of the Edward and Mary Ann’s eight children was recorded by the 
census enumerator as being Sidney C. Spooner, aged 3. 
 
STEEL, JAMES. Gunner, 82748. 
100th Brigade, Ammunition Column, Royal Field Artillery. 
Died 27 April 1917. Aged 23. 
Born Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted Woolwich, Kent 
Son of Mrs. Steel of 34, Springfield Road, Welling, Kent. 
Buried Karasouli Military Cemetery, Polikastron, Greece. Grave Ref: A. 142.  
 

Second World War  
1939-1945 

 
COLENUTT, HUBERT JAMES, Flight Lieutenant (Pilot), 150042. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 149 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Wednesday 6 February 1944. Aged 21. 
Son of Percy J. H. Colenutt and Alice M. Colenutt of Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. 
Buried Cussy-les-Forge Communal Cemetery, Yonne, France.  
Grave Ref: Collective grave. 
 
LEVETT, ARTHUR CHARLES. Gunner, 1776416. 
60 (4th Battalion, City of London Regiment) Heavy Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal 
Artillery. 
Died 11 June 1943. Aged 23. 
Born and Resided Kent. 
Son of Arthur and Alice Levett of Heverham, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
Buried St. Peter and St. Paul Churchyard, Shoreham, Sevenoaks, Kent. 
 
McCAUL , JAMES CHARLES. Lance Corporal, 7011358. 
2nd Battalion, Royal Ulster Rifles. 
Died 19 June 1940. 
Son of James Charles and Mary McCaul. 
Husband of Gwendolyn McCaul of Ash Vale, Surrey. 
Buried St. Peter and St. Paul Churchyard, Shorne, Gravesend, Kent. 
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Second World War  
1939-1945 

Lost Man 
 

BROWN, PETER JOHN. Leading Aircraftman (Pilot Under Training), 1261967. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 
Died 1 June 1944. 
Buried Shorne, Gravesend, Kent, St. Peter and St. Paul Churchyard. 
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