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The Great War  
 1914 -1919 

 
HOPER, ARTHUR. Private, S/9594. 
2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
Died Monday 3 May 1915. Aged 22.  
Born Dymchurch, Kent 29 March 1893.  
Resided Dymchurch, Kent. Enlisted Lydd, Kent. 
Son of Richard Frederick Hoper and Mary Ann Hoper (née Whitehead) of Rock 
Cottage, High Street, Dymchurch, Romney Marsh, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 12, 
and on the Dymchurch, Romney Marsh, Kent, civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Hoper family resided at the above address. 
Head of the house was 44 year old Ivychurch, Kent, native Richard Hoper who 
was employed as a Labourer and Gardner. Mrs. Mary Ann Hoper and the nine 
Hoper children at home on the night of the census were born at Dymchurch. One 
of the children recorded by the census enumerator was 14 year old Alfred Edgar 
Hoper who was born on New Years Eve 1888. Alfred enlisted during the Great 
War at Hythe, Kent and initially served as Gunner, 12419, Royal Field Artillery, 
and later served as Private, 5454, in the Prince of Wales's Leinster Regiment 
(Royal Canadians). Alfred died on 12 April 1917, and is commemorated on the 
Arras Memorial, Pas de Calais, France, Bay 9. Alfred is also commemorated next 
to his brother Arthur on the Dymchurch, Romney Marsh, Kent, civic war 
memorial. Arthur was successful when he enlisted in the Army Special Reserve 
at Lydd Camp for six years on 7 February 1910, at which time he was aged 17 
years and 10 months (born 29 March 1893) and was employed as a Labourer. At 
an earlier occasion when he had tried to enlist Arthur had been rejected, due to 
having been deemed to be under weight at his medical examination. After the 
Vicar of Dymchurch, the Reverend Henry Lonsdale Boldero had provided the 
army with a character reference stating that he had known Arthur for three years, 
a single man whom he believed to be sober, honest and respectable, Arthur 
joined the 3rd (Special Reserve) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at 
Canterbury, Kent, on 11 February 1910. Each year from 1910 onwards Arthur 
attended Annual Camp and training, during which time amongst his other military 
skills that he honed he became a Signaller, and on 14 November 1914 he was 
classified as a 2nd Class Signaller. On 6 March 1915 Arthur was transferred to 
the 2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), and on the same day he was 
posted to serve on the Western Front with the battalion. Arthur actually joined his 
new battalion during a period when it was alternating in being in trenches in the 
Kemmel sector of West-Vlaanderen, Belgium, about six miles south-west of 
Ypres (now Ieper), or whilst the battalion was resting at Locre. On 1 May 1915 
Arthur’s battalion had a fresh draft of other ranks join it in Belgium direct from 
England, who due primarily to time constraints were not initially allotted to the 
different companies within the 2nd Battalion, and it was decided to locate the 
new men in a new support trench in front of a wood. All of the positions occupied 



by the battalion were subjected to an extraordinary amount of enemy shellfire the 
day after the arrival of the fresh draft, with numerous casualties being inflicted on 
the battalion. Several commentators have made very similar comments when 
referring to the days’ events, along the lines of the British artillery guns being 
virtually powerless to offer support and return shellfire onto the German artillery 
gun emplacements. Many of the same commentators, and also probably of more 
important significance and relevance, is some of the correspondence which was 
written by some of the survivors who had served in the battalion during late April 
and early May 1915, with the writers of same commenting about not getting 
artillery support due to the lack of the gunners ammunition. Many of the gunners 
also became casualties, as the direct result of being fired upon by enemy field 
guns. During the hours of darkness on the night of 2/3 May the intensity of the 
German shelling subsided, but at first light on the morning of Monday 3 May 
1915, the artillery bombardment of the battalion positions was once again 
renewed. Throughout the whole of the day on Monday 3 May the enemy guns 
continued to fire at will, and as on the previous day, the doubtless frustrated 
British gunners were unable to offer all but a token reply. During the morning 38 
year old Captain Henry Lindsay Archer Houblon who was commanding at that 
time, reported many casualties, and that the trench parapets had been blown in 
and that the situation was critical. Later it became even worse, with the 
bombardment being as rapid as to being likened to the sound of heavy machine-
gun fire. One of the trenches held by the battalion called D.5, was rushed by 
enemy infantry, but it would seem that none of the members of "C" Company 
who had been ensconced in the trench, were at that time in a position to offer 
any form of resistance during the German assault. Captain L. Howard Smith, 
Lieutenant Gerald Randall Howe, and approximately eighty other ranks had 
formerly occupied D.5, but had all been killed or wounded, and all were later 
reported as missing. At the time of Arthur’s death, there were no communication 
trenches in common use, and as such the parties of soldiers of varying sizes, 
were to all intents and purposes isolated and cut-off from help and/or support 
once in place in the allocated trenches, or other forms of defensive cover such as 
shell holes, the reason being that as the engagements raged, it would have been 
far to hazardous  to cross above ground between the trenches. Probably due to 
the fact that D.5 fell to the enemy, who had also possessed woods located 
behind that particular trench complex, it appears to have had the knock on effect 
of another trench (D.4), also being captured by enemy infantry. Following the 
capture of D.5, by the enemy soldiers, D.4 was then subjected to fire by the 
Germans, who had taken over the occupancy of the former 2nd Battalion trench. 
Compounding the perilous position faced by the members of the battalion in D.4 
was the enemy firing coming from the nearby wood in the enemies’ hands. 
Captain Houblon, and a Lieutenant Sharp along with other what remained of  "D" 
Company, and a few stragglers made gallant efforts to remain in trench D.4, but 
resulting from the firing coming in from both sides, their position became virtually 
un-defendable, necessitating a withdrawal along the trench line, a maneuver that 
was conducted with commendable steady order and control. To assist with the 
final withdrawal from D.4, at great risk to themselves, covering fire was provided 



by Company Sergeant Major, L/6605, Ernest George Port, and by Private, 7852, 
Frederick Campbell who were both members of "C" Company, miraculously both 
of whom managed to extricate themselves from the trench whilst under heavy 
fire. Although he was wounded during the fierce engagement, Lieutenant Sharp 
and the survivors of Captain Houblon’s party eventually managed to reach  
trench D.3, and later reached D.1, which was held by Captain Barnard with "A" 
Company. A small party of members of the battalion led by Second Lieutenant, 
Ellis Brockman, Backhouse, and a company of soldiers of the Royal Fusiliers 
(City of London Regiment), led by Captain R. Ford, did however manage to 
tenaciously hold on to a new support trench, during which time they were 
subjected to horrendous enfilade fire from enemy heavy howitzers and other 
artillery pieces. In much the same way that the earlier withdrawals had been 
steadily conducted, the battalion later moved back to bivouacs located in a wood 
near Poperinghe, taking with it all the wounded that could be moved, spare 
ammunition, tools, and equipment being taken with the battalion. Company 
Sergeant Major, L/6605, Ernest George Port, was subsequently awarded the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal, and received his commission. The relevant 
London Gazette entry for his D.C.M., dated Wednesday 30 June 1915, reads:- 
“For conspicuous gallantry near Ypres on 3rd May 1915, in holding on to a trench 
to the last, covering the retirement of his men to another position. The enemy, of 
whom he killed many, were only yards away.” Frederick Campbell who also 
made the heroic rearguard stand with Ernest G. Port, D.C.M., apparently was not 
even Mentioned in Despatches, or “B” for Record, he later transferred to the 
Royal Engineers, and served as a Serjeant in a Railway Company. Lieutenant 
Gerald Randall Howe, was later promoted to Captain and became an Adjutant, 
Captain L. Howard Smith, was later promoted to Major, and Captain Henry 
Lindsay Archer Houblon, who was a son of Colonel George Archer Houblon, was 
also promoted to the rank of Major, and was attached to the Royal Army 
Ordnance Corps. Major Henry Houblon later inherited the Hallingbury Place 
Estate, Essex which had been used extensively by the British army during the 
Great War, and offered it on lease, but possibly resultant of the prevailing 
economic climate which prevailed at that time no one came forward, and 
eventually it was put up for sale. In October 1923, the great house was 
demolished, and the materials and contents put up for sale and the estate broken 
up. Due primarily to the fact that Arthur had not been an officer, it has not been 
possible thus far to be able to ascertain how, when, or where he actually died, 
during the somewhat one-sided engagement that was fought by the 2nd Battalion 
on Monday 3 May 1915, which is known to have cost the lives of at least 144 
other ranks. It is particularly regrettable that the names etcetera, of many of the 
men who had joined the battalion as members of the drafts, that had been posted 
to the battalion on Friday 30 April and Saturday 1 May 1915, were initially not 
known, and as such it would probably be fair to assume that in many cases that 
unfortunate status is still applicable at this point in time.  
 
 
 



PULLEE, WILLIAM. Private, G/5108.  
6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died Wednesday 13 October 1915. Aged 39.  
Born Hadlow, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted New Romney, Kent. Resided St. Mary's 
Romney Marsh, Kent.  
Son of the late George and Eliza Pullee (née Knott).  
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 19. 
Although the CWGC commemoration in rememberance of William shows that his 
mother was dead, it was doubtless the result of the year that the additional family 
details were added by the then IWGC, after families had returned forms to the 
IWGC with the details. William’s mother died (Romney Marsh) in 1925, and his 
father had died (Romney Marsh) in 1910. William’s family had resided at several 
Kent locations, doubtless due to the fact that his father George who was a native 
of Ickham, Canterbury, Kent, was employed as a Police Constable by Kent 
County Council. In addition to the village of Hadlow where William and his sister 
Edith were born, the other children of George and Eliza Pullee were born at other 
Kent towns and villages, which were Hoo, Halling, Northfleet, Lenham, Burham, 
and Ulcombe. William was posted to France on 1 June 1915. For military 
historians and other interest parties, and in particular anybody who has had a 
specific interest in “The Buffs” throughout its long proud existence, certain dates 
and events appertaing to the regiment, for a variety of reasons both good and 
bad immediately spring to mind. The pointless and disastrous heroic attack that 
was carried out by the 6th (Service) Battalion on Wednesday 13 October 1915 
during the ‘Battle of Loos 1915’ is one such date. Unfortunately it is recalled not 
just for the gallantry displayed by all ranks on that fateful day, but also by the 
number of the battalion casualty return entries. Numerous commentators both 
professional and amateur, over quite a large span of years have made justifiable 
comments along the lines that the overall casualties and losses to The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment) during the ‘Battle of Loos 1915,’ are comparable to those 
of the ‘Pals Battalions’ that suffered so cruelly during the ‘Battle of the Somme’ 
the following year. Every time that the transcriber of these brief commemorations 
views the Loos Memorial at Dud Corner Cemetery, although visited numerous 
times, the events of the battle and the regiments involvement are recalled, as 
numbering 659 casualties, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) is sadly the regiment 
with the sixth highest number of its soldiers commemorated on the memorial, and 
apart from the ‘Book of Life’ in the Warriors Chapel at Canterbury Cathedral, 
Kent, those honoured on the Loos Memorial constitute the largest remembrance 
of the regiments fallen anywhere in the world. During the battle the 8th (Service) 
Battalion had 558 known casualties including 24 officers, and the 6th (Service) 
Battalion had 409 known casualties including 18 officers. It should also be noted 
that only 7 members of the 6th (Service) Battalion, who fell on Wednesday 13 
October 1915 are at rest in marked graves, the remainder having no known 
resting place and are all commemorated on the Loos Memorial. On Monday 11 
October 1915 after a bitter and costly struggle by both sides engaged in the 
action, the German army recovered part of the Hohenzollern Redoubt and the 
made a resolute attack near Loos which was repulsed at an enormous cost. Two 



days later, orders were issued from the headquarters of the 12th (Eastern) 
Division for an attack on Hulluch, which were very detailed and precise in every 
respect. The 37th Brigade which had included Herbert’s battalion was to be 
strengthened by a company of the Northamptonshire Regiment, with the 69th 
Field Company, Royal Engineers being tasked with joining up with the 35th 
Brigade. Unlike many other attacks which took place in the early hours of the 
morning, with darkness affording some protection, but the attack on Wednesday 
13 October 1915 was scheduled to commence at 1400 hours in broad daylight. 
To help compensate for the use of lack of natural light, a smokescreen was 
detailed to be formed by the use of Threlfallite grenades and smoke candles. To 
help achieve the desired smokescreen, 1,000 Threlfallite grenades were issued 
to the troops holding the trenches, with two grenades being thrown into No Man’s 
Land every four minutes, twenty five yards apart. The smoke candles were to be 
grouped together at the same distance and thrown over the parapet every two 
minutes. The objective that was designated for assault by the 6th (Service) 
Battalion at Hulluch on Wednesday 13 October 1915 was called ‘Gun Trench.’ As 
part of the plans for the attack by the 12th (Eastern) Division, a comprehensive 
plan of fire for the supporting artillery was drawn up which was timed to 
commence at noon and pause at 1257 hours for three minutes. At the 
resumption of the artillery bombardment rapid fire was ordered of a minute, 
thereafter resuming a rate of fire as prior to the brief cessation of firing, until 1400 
hours when the infantry attack commenced. The decision by the planning officers 
re the artillery sequence of fire was quite sound, the thinking behind same being 
that the three minute respite of firing would fool the opposition into thinking that it 
was the start of an infantry attack, and that they would then quickly man their 
trenches and get caught by the brief bombardment of rapid fire. It was also 
envisaged that when the artillery ceased fire at 1400 hours with the 
commencement of the infantry attack, the Germans would think that it was 
another ploy by the British to lure them back into the trenches. But as is 
sometimes the case in war, not all went according to the thorough plans that had 
been drawn up. Arguably the most costly setbacks on the actual day being the 
unsuccessful artillery barrages, combined with wholly ineffective smokescreen 
which was intended to hide the advance across No Mans Land, to the German 
lines on the reverse slope at ‘Gun Trench.’ Quite literally within minutes on 
Wednesday 13 October 1915, 189 men in the 6th (Service) Battalion were killed, 
and at least another 222 are known to have been wounded to varying degrees of 
severity, some of whom sadly had been mortally wounded, the majority of the 
deaths and woundings were as the result of well placed enemy machine guns. 
Resulting from the events carried out by William’s battalion on Wednesday 13 
October 1915 (which was its first battle of the war), other assaulting battalions 
were able to make significant gains.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
WHITEHEAD, ARCHIBALD SIDNEY. Private, T/1167. 
1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died Friday 7 January 1916. Aged 19. 
Born Bilsington, Ashford, Kent. Resided St. Mary’s, Romney Marsh, Kent. 
Enlisted New Romney, Kent. 
Son of Benjamin George and Harriet Whitehead (née Francis) of St. Mary’s, New 
Romney, Kent.  
Buried Amara War Cemetery, Iraq. Grave Ref: XXXI. D. 11.  
Commemorated on the New Romney, Kent. Great War parish tribute in the 
parish church of St. Nicholas. 
Benjamin and Harriet Whitehead were the owners of the St. Mary’s in the Marsh 
village shop for many years. Archibald’s two younger brothers who were both 
natives of Bilsington, despite their respective ages served in the Great War. 
Leonard Whitehead served as a Private in the 35th labour Company, Labour 
Corps, and Leslie as a Rifleman in the 6th (City of London) Battalion, London 
Regiment. On Friday 4 January 1916, the 1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion, 
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) was at Ali-el-Gharbi. The battalion moved up the 
river Tigris towards Sheikh Sa'ad, which is about 20 miles downstream of Kut-al-
Amara, with all surplus stores being carried by river barges The battalion only 
marched about eight miles due to the prevailing inclement weather conditions, 
combined with the terrain encountered by the battalion. During the day it was 
extremely hot, but at nightime the temperature dropped to below freezing, and 
rations at the time consisted mainly of bully beef and hard tack biscuits. On 6 
January the march was resumed and enemy outposts were reached, and 
engagements with the enemy commenced shortly after midday, fortunately 
however casualties to the battalion were light. On Friday 7 January 1916 the 
‘Battle of Sheikh Sa'ad’ was fought, at a point where the Turkish Army had 
established a camp which held approximately 4000 troops. During the battle, the 
1st/5th (Territorial Force) Battalion advanced towards the enemy, but as with the 
other units also attacking the entrenched Ottoman forces during the battle, it did 
so without the help of supporting artillery, it being in stark contrast to the 
opposition, as the battalion came under extremely heavy artillery bombardment. 
As the day wore on the battalion started to suffer increasing casualties, which 
included the death of the battalion Adjutant, 24 year old Lieutenant Hugh S. 
Marchant, from Matfield, Paddock Wood, Kent. In addition to the loss of the 
Adjutant, the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel J. M. Munn-Mace was 
wounded, as was Major Eric Clarke. Archibald was one of the thirty seven other 
ranks in his battalion who were killed in action at Sheikh Sa'ad on Friday 7 
January 1916. Despite the Turkish forces which were encamped at Sheikh Sa'ad 
being in clearly an advantageous position, at the end of the day the position 
remained a stalemate. Under the cover of darkness, several intelligence 
gathering patrols were sent out from various British and Empire units, all of which 
on returning to their lines reported that the enemy forces had by that time 
withdrawn further up the river Tigris. The Turkish commander General Nur-Ud-
Din had taken the decision to make the move, which a number of commentators 



have referred to as having been carried out very quietly, and probably swiftly. No 
one knew why the Turkish commander had made the strange decision to move 
his forces from Sheikh Sa'ad,’ but as the result of same he was sacked was only 
a few days later on January 10 being replaced by Khalil Pasha. The month 
before the ‘Battle of Sheikh Sa'ad’ was fought, General Nur-Ud-Din when 
commanding the besieging force at Kut-al-Amara had attempted to offer General 
Sir Charles Townshend immediate terms of surrender. He sent one of his Staff 
Captains under a white flag, with a personal letter outlining his demand which 
was rebuffed, and the Turkish Captain was sent back with a scathing retort 
written by General Townshend. As all the 37 members of the 1st/5th (Territorial 
Force) Battalion who died on Friday 7 January 1916 at Sheikh Sa'ad, are 
recorded as having been killed in action, perhaps the way that they lost their lives 
could in truth be described as being fortunate. British casualties at Sheikh Sa'ad 
were over 4000. The provision of adequate medical capacity and supplies had 
not been high on the list of priorities for the limited transport from Basra, and the 
under equipped Field Ambulances struggled to cope. The Meerut Division had 
the capacity to cope with 250 casualties, but were faced with thousands. More 
than 1000 wounded men were still lying out in the open, with barely even basic 
first-aid administered to them, eleven days after the cessation of the fighting and 
the Turkish departure. Of these, approximately 100 were also suffering from 
Dysentery, and many of those who had been wounded during the ‘Battle of 
Sheikh Sa'ad,’ later sadly succumbed to their woundings. 
 

The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

Lost Men 
HOPER, ABRAM. Serjeant, S/317. 
6th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
Died Tuesday 2 July 1918. Aged 43. 
Born St. Mary in the Marsh, Kent. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent. 
Son of Stephen and Eliza Hoper (née Hills). 
Husband of Mrs. Harriet Kate Hoper (formerly Norman) of 40, Sidney Street, 
Folkestone, Kent.  
Buried Harponville Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: F. 8. 
Commemorated on the Folkestone, Kent, civic war memorial, and on the New 
Romney, Kent, Great War parish tribute in the parish church of St. Nicholas. 
Abram was a veteran of the Second Boer War (1899-1902), and was a recalled 
army reservist at the time of his Great War service. Abram had served on the 
Western Front from 1 June 1915, when his battalion had landed at the French 
port of Boulogne-sur-Mer, at which time he was a Lance Corporal. Abrams 
battalion was formed at Maidstone on 14 August 1914 as one of the New Army 
Kitchener Battalions, and was part of the 37th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. 
Following its raising, the first move by the battalion was to Colchester, Essex, 
and then on to Purfleet, Essex in September 1914, before going to ill prepared 



huts at Sandling Junction near Hythe, Kent at the end of November. As most of 
the huts were not waterproof, and Sandling Park quickly became a quagmire, it 
resulted in the officers and other ranks of the battalion going into billets at Hythe 
in December. After spending two months at Hythe carrying out training, the 
battalion moved to Aldershot, Hampshire on 20 February 1915 in order to 
complete its training before service overseas. The battalion remained in 
Aldershot, until the time came for the bulk of the battalion to go to Folkestone for 
the crossing to Boulogne-sur-Mer, at which time the transport went to the port of 
Southampton, and from there crossed to the French port of Harve. Having 
survived the Second Boer War, and had been amongst the first soldiers in his 
battalion to land in France on 1 June 1915, it would seem very likely that Abram 
had been present at all of the actions, both minor and major which the 6th 
(Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) had participated 
in prior to his death, it was particularly tragic that he was killed in action only a 
few months prior to the cessation of hostilities. The village of Bouzincourt where 
Abram fell is less than two miles to the north-west of the town of Albert on the 
D938 road to Doullens. The eastern end of the village was attacked by the 12th 
(Eastern) and 18th (Eastern) Divisions at the end of June 1918, and the fighting 
then carried on in July. Monday 1 July started off as a fairly quiet day, but as it 
wore on the Germans commenced shelling intermittently which became more 
intense as time passed. In addition to the shelling, an enemy machine gun and 
another German position to the front centre of Abrams battalion harassed it, 
which resulted in both being assaulted by elements of his battalion. Almost 
inevitably the battalion was later subjected to a German counter-attack which 
was successfully repulsed, but by midnight the part of the line held by the 6th 
(Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) was still intact, at 
the cost of 9 other ranks lives in the battalion. The following day was relatively 
quiet, but throughout the daylight hours Abram’s battalion was subjected to 
intermittent shelling, and attacked by the enemy under the cover of darkness at 
night. At 1830 hours, Second Lieutenant Reginald Battersby Walthew who was 
formerly a Private in The King’s (Liverpool Regiment), led 20 other ranks of “C” 
Company during an attack on the German position to the front centre of Abrams 
battalion which had caused the battalion so much trouble whilst holding its 
current position. Unfortunately the attack was not a success due to the 
overwhelming odds stacked against Second Lieutenant Walthew and his men, 14 
of which were hit by German small arms fire. Three hours after the attack on the 
German strong point, the enemy artillery commenced shelling the line held by 
Abrams battalion, it being a precursor to being attacked by a large force of 
German infantry, which resulted in the battalion being pushed back to the former 
British front line. Abram was one of the 22 other ranks in his battalion who were 
recorded as having been killed in action on the day that he died, but 
unfortunately it has not been possible to ascertain exactly when he was killed. 
Bouzincourt was eventually cleared of enemy troops during the latter half of 
August. Second Lieutenant Walthew who was awarded the Military Cross, 
survived the carnage of the Great War, and was discharged from the army on 16 
January 1919. 



WEST, SIDNEY JAMES. Stoker 1st Class, K/19572. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Pembroke.  
Died Wednesday 8 January 1919. Aged 26. 
Born St. Mary-in-the-Marsh, Kent 13 March 1892.  Enlisted Chatham, Kent 11 
June 1913.  
Son of Stephen and Ellen West of Brenzett, Kent. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the West family resided at St. Mary in the Marsh, 
Kent. Head of the house was 59 year old St. Michaels, Tenterden, Kent, native 
Stephen West, who was employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Whilst 
transcribing the Brenzett, Kent, commemorations for inclusion on this website, it 
was noted that Sidney was quite properly one of the Great War casualties, but 
that he had no form of official commemoration with the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission. After purchasing copies of his service papers and death 
certificate etcetera, which showed that he had died on Wednesday 8 January 
1919, well before the cut-off date for armed services deaths resulting from the 
Great War, on 31 August 1921. We submitted Sidney’s case to the CWGC at 
Maidenhead, and were of course pleased with the ultimate outcome, which was 
when we learned of our submission being approved by them on 9 January 2009, 
exactly 90 years after Sidney’s death. Prior to enlisting on a twelve year 
engagement in the Royal Navy, Sidney had been employed as a Cab Driver at 
Ashford, Kent. Like countless other Royal Navy Stokers of the Great War era, 
Sidney contacted Pulmonary Tuberculosis whilst in service, and resultant of 
same he was discharged from the Royal Navy on Wednesday 17 October 1917, 
and awarded a Silver War Badge and certificate, plus a war pension in respect of 
his condition. One of Sidney’s siblings was Alice West of 3 George Street, 
Brenzett, Kent, who was recorded on his death certificate as having been present 
at his death. The death certificate also recorded Sidney’s occupation as 
“Invalided Stoker H.M. Navy,” and the cause of death as “T.B. and Exhaustion.”  
 

Second World War 
1939 -1945 

 
A number of different types of checks have been carried out in an attempt to 
ascertain if St. Mary-in-the-Marsh, Kent, suffered any Second World War related 
deaths, be they residents or natives. Possibly due to the difficulties which are 
always encountered when trying to both locate, and research British casualties of 
the Second World War, when compared to those of the Great War, no war 
deaths relating to St. Mary-in-the-Marsh, during the latter conflict have thus far 
been traced. Hopefully of course the little Romney Marsh parish had no man, 
woman, or child lost due to enemy actions. Commemorated below is a local 
casualty who is at rest in St. Mary the Virgin Churchyard, St. Mary-in-the-Marsh, 
Kent, who died as the direct result of the Second World War, but as he died in 
1947 we have added him in the category of a post Second World War death. 
 
 



Post Second World War 
 

 
SULLIVAN , JOHN WILLIAM. Master. 
Merchant Navy, S.S. Empire Gawain (Grangemouth). 
Died 4 October 1947. Aged 45. 
Son of William and Catherine Sullivan. 
Husband of Angela Margaret Sullivan of St. Mary's Bay, Romney Marsh, Kent. 
Buried St. Mary the Virgin Churchyard, St. Mary-in-the-Marsh, Kent. 
The S.S. Empire Gawain (Grangemouth) which John had commanded, was a 
784 ton coastal tanker which was built by the Grangemouth Dockyard Co., Ltd., 
Grangemouth, Falkirk, Scotland, for the Ministry of War Transport, and managed 
by the Bulk Oil Steam Ship Co. S.S. Empire Gawain was one of the 31 new ships 
that were built by the Grangemouth Dockyard Co., Ltd., during the Second World 
War. S.S. Empire Gawain was launched on Thursday 16 April 1942 and 
completed in June 1942. In 1946 the tanker was sold to the Anglo-American Oil 
Co Ltd and renamed Esso Dakotah, five years later she was sold to the Esso 
Petroleum Co Ltd, she was scrapped in 1962 at Boom, Antwerpen, Belgium. As 
John has a regulation pattern Commonwealth war grave headstone for a 
member of the Merchant Navy marking his final resting place, and whilst no 
documentary evidence such as his death certificate, or Merchant Navy Shipping 
Card etcetera have been purchased by the transcriber on this occasion, it would 
probably be safe to assume that John died of Second World War related wounds, 
illness, or injuries. The aforementioned assumption enforced by the fact that 
John is commemorated by the CWG as having been the Master of the S.S. 
Empire Gawain, which at the time of his death was  called the Esso Dakotah. 



 


