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The Great War 
 1914 -1919 

 
APPLETON, GEORGE HENRY. Private, 15061. 
2nd Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers. 1st Guards Brigade, 1st Division. 
Died Sunday 10 December 1916. Aged 28. 
Born, enlisted and resided Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of Stephen Henry and Frances Jane Appleton (née Rowden). 
Husband of Louisa Appleton (née Silk) of 4, Kent Street, Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 16 C, 
and on the Whitstable, Kent, civic war memorial. 
Formerly Private, 4582, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). At the time of the 1901 
census the Appleton family resided at 72, Victoria Street, Whitstable. Head of the 
house was 42 year old Whitstable native Stephen H. Appleton, who was 
employed as a Fisherman. The 2nd Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers was 
stationed at Malplaquet Barracks, Aldershot, Hampshire at the commencement 
of the Great War and was in the 1st (Guards) Brigade, 1st Division. On 13 
August 1914, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel J.K. O’Meagher the battalion 
sailed on the SS Dunvegan Castle from Southampton to the French port of 
Harve, where it arrived the following day, as part of the original British 
Expeditionary Force. When the battalion arrived in France it was transferred to 
Army Troops, at which time it had a strength of 27 officers and 971 other ranks. 
In November 1914, the battalion was assigned to the 3rd Brigade, 1st Division. 
On 30 May 1916 the battalion absorbed a total 7 officers and 140 men from the 
disbanded 9th Battalion of the regiment. On 3 February 1918, the battalion was 
transferred to the 48th Brigade, 16th (Irish) Division. Probably as the direct result 
of the German Spring Offensive which commenced on 21 March 1918, on 19 
April 1918 the2nd Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers was reduced to a training 
cadre, and the surplus men were transferred to the regiments 1st Battalion. On 6 
June 1918 the battalion was reconstituted with drafts from the disbanded 6th 
Battalion of the regiment, and later that month was transferred to Lines of 
Communication duties. On 15 July 1918 the battalion was transferred again to 
150 Brigade, 50th Division at Martin Église, and ended the Great War in that 
formation, at the famous glass making village of Sars Poteries, to the north-east 
of Avesnes, Nord, France. On the day that George was killed in action, he was 
the sole fatality suffered by his battalion. The following is an extract from the 
‘Whitstable Times’ dated 20 January 1917:- “We regret to announce that Private 
G. H. Appleton of the 2nd Royal Munster Fusiliers, who's home was at 53 Regent 
Street was killed in action on December 10th. In a letter to Mrs. S.H. Appleton of 
72 Victoria Street, Private H.H. Chapman says: - Dear Madam. Just a few lines 
to tell you that we received George's parcel quite safe. I shared the contents 
between his mates. Poor George was shot by a sniper on December 10th which 
proved fatal. Dear Madam you can rest assured that he was buried soon after he 
was killed that night. I have been a friend of George ever since we joined up 
together. We went from Herne Bay together and we both did our training at 
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Crowborough in Sussex. He was a good mate and very affectionate and he was 
liked by everyone in the company. I shall be very pleased if you would write to 
me and let me know if you received this letter alright.” George was numbered 
amongst the 3,070 members of his regiment who died during the Great War. 
During the years of the Great War George’s regiment won 51 battle honours, and 
three of its soldiers were awarded the Victoria Cross, having raised a total of 11 
battalions from the pre-war two regular and two reserve battalions.  
 
APPLETON, HENRY JAMES. Private 2nd Class, 193621. 
10th Balloon Section, Royal Air Force. 
Died Thursday 5 September 1918. Aged 44. 
Born Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of Henry and Harriet Appleton. 
Husband of Edith Annie Appleton (née Foad) of 49, Sydenham Street, 
Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Vis-En-Artois British Cemetery, Haucourt, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: II. C. 26.  
At the time of the 1891 census, 17 year old Henry (junior) was employed as a 
Grocers Assistant and resided at Albert Street, Whitstable. Head of the house 
was 48 year old Whitstable native Henry Appleton (senior), who was employed 
as a Free Dredger. By the time of the 1901 census, 27 year old Henry was 
recorded by the census enumerator as being the head of the house, and a 
Grocer employing staff. Having married Miss Edith Annie Foad in 1898, the 
couple resided at 47, Sydenham Street, Whitstable, Kent, with their year old 
daughter Edith. 
 
BARTON, JOHN APPLETON. Lance Corporal, 9853. 
"B" Company, 1st Battalion, The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. 
2nd Brigade, 1st Division. 
Died Wednesday 24 March 1915. Aged 23. 
Born and resided Whitstable, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Barton of Owens Court Cottage, Selling, Faversham, 
Kent. 
Buried Hamburg Cemetery, Germany. Grave Ref: I. G. 15. 
John’s birth was registered in the Blean, Kent, Registration District during the 
third quarter of 1891. John was a regular soldier, and at the commencement of 
the Great War he was stationed at Tournay Barracks, Aldershot, Hampshire with 
the 1st Battalion, The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. As was the case with 
the majority of regular British army battalions following the commencement of the 
hostilities, John’s battalion was ordered to fight as a part of the British 
Expeditionary Force. Commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Guy C. Knight, the 
battalion left by train from Farnborough, Hampshire on 12 August 1914, and 
arrived at the port of Southampton later the same day, where it embarked on the 
SS Agapenor and sailed for Harve, France. The War Cemetery at Hamburg 
where John is at rest is situated within a large civil cemetery known locally as 
‘Ohlsdorf Cemetery.’ During the Great War the cemetery was used for the burial 



 

 5 

of over 300 Allied servicemen who died as prisoners of war. In 1923, it was 
decided that the graves of Commonwealth servicemen who had died all over 
Germany should be brought together into four permanent cemeteries. Hamburg 
was one of those chosen, and burials were brought into the cemetery from 120 
burial grounds in Schleswig-Holstein, Mecklenburg, Oldenburg, Hanover, 
Saxony, Brunswick and Westphalia, the majority of whom had died whilst they 
were prisoners of war. Because he died whilst a prisoner of war, it has not been 
possible to add here how John died, nor has it been possible thus far to ascertain 
when or where he was taken prisoner by the German’s, such as the exact date or 
the events being undertaken by his battalion at that time. 
 
BECKHUSON, DONALD FREDERICK. Second Lieutenant. 
9th (Service) Battalion, Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment). 
52nd Brigade, 17th (Northern) Division. 
Died Thursday 2 March 1916. Aged 22. 
Born Charlwood, Surrey. 
Son of George Henry Beckhuson and Maria Beckhuson (née Till), of Charlwood, 
Horley, Surrey.  
Buried Bedford House Cemetery, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
Grave Ref: Enclosure No.4 XI. AA. 24. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Beckhuson family resided at Charlwood, 
Horley, Surrey. Head of the house was 47 year old Oxford native George Henry 
Beckhuson who was a member of the Stock Exchange. At rest in the same 
enclosure as Donald, is 34 year old Second Lieutenant, Rupert Price Hallowes, 
V.C., M.C. of the 4th Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, of Dan-y-Ffynnon, Port 
Talbot, Glamorganshire, Wales, whose grave is probably that which is most 
visited at Bedford House Cemetery.  
 
BISSON, ALBERT FREDERICK. Bombadier, 52291. 
186th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery. 
Died Saturday 27 October 1917. Aged 23. 
Born Nunhead. Enlisted and resided Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of George William and Annie Eliza Bisson (née Eve) of 76, Oxford Street, 
Whitstable, Kent, formerly of 95, Alberta Street, Kensington, London SE17.  
Husband of Kitty Maud Bisson (née Goldsack) of 7, Albert Street, Whitstable, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panel 6. 
Albert was the father of Albert James George Bisson who died in the Second 
World War, and who is commemorated on the Second World War memorial 
plaque. November 1914 was very important for Albert, as on Saturday 14 he 
married Miss Kitty Goldsack at Canterbury, Kent, and the following day he 
enlisted in the army at Whitstable. When he enlisted for the ‘Duration of the War,’ 
Albert stated that he was aged 20 years and three months, that he was married 
and employed as a Milkman, at which time he resided at 76, Oxford Street, 
Whitstable, Kent. The day after enlisting and being attested to serve in the Royal 
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Garrison Artillery, Albert was posted to 1 Depot, Royal Garrison Artillery at 
Newhaven, Sussex. On Christmas Eve 1914 he was posted to 22 Company, 
Royal Garrison Artillery, and a week later on New Years Eve, posted to 18 
Company, Royal Garrison Artillery where he remained until joining the 185th 
Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery on 22 February 1915. Albert remained on 
the roll of the 185th Siege Battery until he was posted to the 186th Siege Battery, 
Royal Garrison Artillery on 26 April 1917. During his period of time in the 185th 
Siege Battery, it had included time spent serving attached to the 2nd Field 
Company, Royal Engineers, which was possibly in a Survey role as had been the 
case during virtually all of Albert’s service in the Royal Garrison Artillery, since 
the time he landed at the port of Harve in France on 18 October 1915 as an 
Acting Bombadier. For the bulk of Albert’s service in the army he had held the 
rank of Acting Bombadier, which was the period from 21 May 1915 to 2 March 
1917, at which time at his own request he reverted to the rank of Gunner. On 2 
September 1917, Albert was again promoted to the full rank of Bombadier as 
opposed to an acting rank. Only two days after being promoted, Albert was 
wounded and hospitalized until 29 September 1917, and less than a month after 
being discharged from hospital he was killed in action on Saturday 27 October 
1917. 
 
BUNCE, JOHN FREDERICK. M.C. Sub-Lieutenant. 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, Howe Battalion, 63rd (Royal Naval) Division. 
Died Monday 19 February 1917. Aged 29. 
Born Faversham, Kent 5 January 1888. 
Resided at Arundel House, Amersham, Buckinghamshire. 
Son of James and the late Kate Maria Bunce of 26, Westcliff, Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Dernancourt Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: V. C. 29. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Bunce family resided at 51 Newton Street, 
Faversham, Kent. Head of the house was 47 year old Canterbury, Kent native 
James Bunce who was employed as a Brewery Accountant, and was a widower, 
his late wife Kate Maria Bunce having died in 1891. John was not at home on the 
night of the census, as at the time he was a boarder at Herne Bay College, St. 
Georges Terrace, Herne bay, Kent. Prior to going to serve in the Great War, 
John had been employed as a Bank Clerk, and was formerly Petty Officer, 
London Z/1146, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. John served in the Ex-Public 
Schools Battalion (PSB/231), having enlisted on 16 December 1914, he served 
in the Hawke Battalion, 63rd (Royal Naval) Division, from 9 March 1915 until he 
was posted to the Divisional H.Q. Cadet School of the British Expeditionary 
Force on 11 October 1916. John was commissioned as a Temporary Sub- 
Lieutenant in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, and posted to the Howe 
Battalion, 63rd (Royal Naval) Division, R.N.V.R on 1 January 1917. John died at 
the 45th Casualty Clearing Station, Dernancourt, of gunshot wounds to the chest 
which were inflicted on 17 February 1917. The London Gazette entry citation 
dated 26 March 1917 appertaing to the award of the Military Cross to John 
reads:- "For conspicuous gallantry & devotion to duty. He carried out a 
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dangerous reconnaissance & obtained most valuable information. He has on 
many occasions carried out valuable reconnaissance work." The 45th and 56th 
(1st/1st South Midland) Casualty Clearing Stations were at the village of 
Dernancourt from September 1916, and remained there until March 1917. 
 
CANDEY, HENRY WILLIAM. Warrant Telegraphist. 
Royal Naval Reserve. 
Died Friday 14 September 1917. Aged 21. 
Born Canterbury, Kent. 
Son of Henry and Jane Candey of "Woolahra," Northwood Road, Tankerton, 
Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried St. John's Anglican Cemetery, St. John's City East, Newfoundland, 
Canada. Grave Ref: Naval and Military Plot. 
Henry tragically lost his life when he was accidentally electrocuted.  
 
CARPENTER, GEORGE JOHN. Serjeant, 593401. 
1st/18th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Irish Rifles). 
141st Brigade, 47th (2nd London) Division. 
Died Saturday 7 April 1917. 
Born, enlisted and resided Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 54. 
Formerly Private, 1352, 1/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment). George was probably the 9 year old Whitstable, Kent, native, who 
was recorded by the census enumerator at the time of the 1901 census, as 
residing with his parents and siblings at 4, New Street, Whitstable, Kent. Head of 
the house was George’s 32 year old father, Rye, Sussex native Richard 
carpenter who was employed as a Sea Mariner. George’s 40 year old mother 
was a native of Whitstable, and employed as a Washer Women. 
 
CLARKE , GEORGE. Master. 
Mercantile Marine, SS Tweed (Glasgow). 
Died Wednesday 13 March 1918? (Please see below).  
George is commemorated on the memorial plaque in All Saints Church, 
Whitstable, as the Master of the Tweed. On the Whitstable civic war memorial, 
George is commemorated as Captain G. Clark of the Mercantile Marine.  
Both of the above forms of rememberance of George appear to indicate that he 
had been the Master of the 1,025 ton collier SS Tweed (Glasgow) which was 
which was built by W. Sloan & Co., Glasgow in 1892, and owned by D. J. Dunlop 
& Co., The SS Tweed was torpedoed and sunk by the German submarine UB-59 
when she was approximately ten miles off St. Catherine's Point at the 
southernmost point on the Isle of Wight, whilst en-route from the port of 
Newhaven, Sussex to Cherbourg, France, and laden with a cargo comprised of 
1,378 tons of coal, 877 tons of furnace coal, and 600 tons of government stores 
primarily comprising of 1,000 drums of Cresol oil which was stowed on the well 
deck forward. Seven men were killed when the SS Tweed was lost, but 
according to some of the data checked by the transcriber of these brief 
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commemorations, the Captain of the SS Tweed was recorded as having been 
numbered among the survivors. The officer commanding the UB-59 at the time of 
the sinking of the SS Tweed had been 31 year old Oberleutnant zur See, Erwin 
Wabner, who was a ‘uboat ace’ and had commanded the uboat UB-59 from 25 
August 1917 until 5 May 1918. Having commanded five different uboats during 
the Great War, during which time he sunk a total of 88 vessels, and damaged a 
number of others, in recognition of his heroic exploits, Oberleutnant zur See, 
Erwin Wabner was awarded the Pour le Mérite on 5 March 1918, he survived the 
Great War, and died on 24 August 1937 aged 50. As over the last fifty years or 
so, the transcriber of these brief commemorations has found war casualties who 
are named on civic war memorials around the world (including Kent), of men who 
survived the respective war. Clearly George might have survived the loss of the 
SS Tweed, but of course he might be numbered amongst the thousands of 
casualties who died in or resultant of both the two world wars, that are still not 
officially commemorated. George will be subjected to more researches as part of 
the work by the website www.kentfallen.com to get those who have no form of 
official commemoration, at long last commemorated by the Commonwealth War 
Grave Commission. In several instances some of the fallen now have 
headstones on their graves, or are now remembered on official war memorials as 
the direct result of the work of the www.kentfallen.com team. If anybody who 
reads this has any additional information appertaining to George, it would be of 
immense help to us when compiling information, prior to our submission to the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 
 
COTTER, GEORGE HERBERT. Second Lieutenant. 
1/5th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade). 
11th Brigade, 4th Division. 
Died Monday 12 April 1915. Aged 32. 
Born Whitechapel, London. 
Son of William and Elizabeth Rose Cotter (née Bentley) of London. 
Buried Rifle House Cemetery, Ploegsteert Wood, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, 
Belgium. Grave Ref: IV. K. 2. 
George is not commemorated on the Whitstable, Kent, civic war memorial, but he 
is commemorated on the Bethnal Green, London, civic war memorial. 
Formerly Colour Serjeant, 7981, London Rifle Brigade, George was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 1/5th (City of London) Battalion, 
London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade), on 11 February 1915. At the time of 
the 1901 census the Cotter family resided at 18 Lewisham Hill, Lewisham, Kent. 
Head of the house was 60 year old William Cotter who was a native of Cork, 
Ireland and recoded by the census enumerator as a Flour Miller and Carman 
who employed people. Amongst the people who William had probably employed 
was two of his sons; 30 year old William (junior) was a Flour Millers Manager, 
and 18 year old George was employed as a Flour Millers Clerk. Commanded by 
Lieutenant-Colonel W.D. Earl Cairns, George had been in the 1/5th (City of 
London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade), when it had 
embarked on the SS Chyebassa at Southampton, on 4 November 1914 heading 
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for the French port of Harve where the ship arrived the following day. From the 
port of Harve, George’s battalion made a succession of moves in France and 
Belgium, and on 21 March 1915 it took over the Centre Section at Ploegsteert 
Wood, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, Belgium, primarily in supports in Tourist 
Lane and Hunter Avenue. Prior to the battalion being relieved at Ploegsteert 
Wood on 17 April and going to billets in the Steenwerck area, two of the officers 
were killed in action. On the last day of March, 24 year old Captain Gerard H. 
Morrison of Knightsbridge, London was killed, and George fell on Monday 12 
April 1915. Both officers are at rest near to each other in the same cemetery. All 
correspondence appertaining to George between the War Office and his family 
following his death, was sent to his sister Miss Pheobe Cotter, initially the letters 
were sent to Bently Cottage, Whitstable, Kent, and later to 1 Portsmouth Street, 
Lincolns Inn Fields, London, WC2, which was only a few doors away from ‘The 
Old Curiosity Shop’ of Charles Dickens fame, located at 13 Portsmouth Street. 
 

 
CURLING, CLAUDE LOWDER. Private, 32772. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment.  
51st Brigade, 17th (Northern) Division. 
Died Tuesday 13 November 1917. 
Born Herne Hill, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of Albert Thomas Curling and Sarah Jane Curling (née Bryant). 
Buried Whitstable Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: I. 35.  
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Formerly Private, 010127, Army Service Corps. Claude’s birth was registered in 
the Faversham, Kent, Registration District, during the last quarter of 1888. At the 
time of the 1901 census, the Curling family resided at 53 Canterbury Road, 
Whitstable, Kent. Head of the house was 54 year old Albert Thomas Curling, who 
was a native of Hernehill, Faversham, Kent. Claud’s brother; Albert Thomas 
Curling who was employed as a Butcher at Whitstable, served in the army during 
the Great War, as a member of the Army Service Corps, and later when the 
corps title was changed, in the Royal Army Service Corps, having enlisted at 
Whitstable on 16 November 1914. 
 
DANES, THOMAS. Second Lieutenant. 
R.S.O. (Ham, France), Royal Army Service Corps. 
Died Wednesday 13 November 1918. Aged 40. 
Born Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent.  
Son of Thomas and Ellen Danes (née Brown) of Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent. 
Husband of Beatrice Frances Danes (née Hunt) of “The Pynes,” Canterbury, 
Kent. 
Buried Bristol (Canford) Cemetery, Gloucestershire. 
Grave Ref: Section V. Grave 4665. 
Formerly Driver, J/331080, Army Service Corps. 
Thomas is not commemorated on the Whitstable, Kent civic war memorial, but he 
is commemorated on the Aylesford, Maidstone, Kent civic war memorial. 
 

 
ELKINS, WILLIAM IRVIN. Signalman, J/20870.  
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Vanguard. 
Died Monday 9 July 1917. Aged 20. 
Born Texas, United States of America 1 July 1897. 
Son of Grace Elkins of 11, Essex Street, Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 22, as shown above. 
Unfortunately on the Whitstable civic war memorial, William is commemorated as 
W.J. ELKINS, and on the Great War memorial plaque which is located in the 
parish church of All Saints, Whitstable, he is remembered as IRVIN WILLIAM 
ELKINS, both form of his rememberance at Whitstable are erroneous, and as 
such the transcriber of these brief commemorations has taken the liberty to show 
his proper names in the correct order as he is commemorated by the CWGC, 
and on all other data consulted including his Royal Navy record of service. The 
latter data source shows that William enlisted as a boy entrant on 26 October 
1912 as a Boy 2nd Class, at which time he stated that he was employed as a 
Shop Boy. Initially William commenced his naval training on the training vessel 
H.M.S. Impregnable, on 15 February 1913 William was posted to H.M.S. Ganges 
where on 12 May 1913, William became a Signal Boy. In addition to a posting to 
the naval barracks H.M.S. Pembroke at Chatham, Kent, William also served on 
H.M.S. St. Vincent as a Signal Boy. On 25 January 1915, William joined H.M.S. 
Vanguard, and was still serving on board the same ship when he signed papers 
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for a 12 year engagement in the Royal Navy on 1 July 1915, at which time his 
rating was raised to that of Ordinary Signalman. On 14 October 1915, William’s 
rating was again raised to that of Signalman. William’s ship was a 19,560 ton St. 
Vincent class battleship, built by Vickers at Barrow-in-Furness; she was 
commissioned on 1 March 1910. Just before midnight on Monday 9 July 1917 at 
Scapa Flow, H.M.S. Vanguard suffered a massive explosion which was probably 
caused by an unnoticed stokehold fire heating cordite, that was stored against an 
adjacent bulkhead in one of the two magazines which served the amidships gun 
turrets ‘P’ and ‘Q’.  H.M.S. Vanguard sank almost instantly, with the loss of an 
estimated 843 officers and ratings, there were only two survivors. The site of the 
wreck of William’s ship is now quite rightly designated a controlled site under the 
Protection of Military Remains Act. Following the loss of the armoured cruiser 
H.M.S. Natal which was sunk by an internal explosion near Cromarty on 30 
December 1915, an Admiralty Board of Enquiry was convened; the official result 
from same was that the explosion onboard H.M.S. Natal was due to the 
deterioration of cordite in the ships magazine. For many years following the 
tragedy there was a story circulating in many quarters about the ship having 
been sabotaged. This apparently was based on ‘the fact’ that the Dreadnought 
battleship H.M.S. Vanguard had also exploded mysteriously after being visited by 
a particular Ordnance Chargehand, who also went into the magazine of H.M.S. 
Natal just before she too exploded and sank. The man in question is reputed to 
have then disappeared without trace; an obvious explanation accounting for his 
disappearance was that he was lost when H.M.S. Vanguard exploded. 
 

 
EVANS, EDGAR ROBERT. Private, L/7922. 
2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
85th Brigade, 28th Division. 
Died Monday 24 May 1915. Aged 28. 
Born and resided Snodland, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Rochester, Kent. 
Son of William Evans of 7, Tower Parade, Tankerton, Whitstable, Kent. 
Husband of the late Maria Evans. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 12, 
as shown above. 
Although he was both a native and resident of Snodland, Rochester, Kent, it was 
sad to see that Edgar is numbered amongst the Great War casualties from the 
parish of Snodland, who are not commemorated on the village civic war 
memorial. Purely conjecture on the part of the transcriber of these brief 
commemorations, but it would seem likely that both forms of his commemoration 
at Whitstable were resultant of his parents’ home address, where Edgar, who 
was a regular soldier probably resided when on leave following the death of his 
late wife. At the time of the 1901 census the Evans family resided 2 Medway 
Villas, Snodland, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was Edgar’s father William 
Evans who was a 52 year old native of Ightam, Kent, and was a widower that 
was employed as a Marine Engine Driver (at sea). With good reason, several 
people who do not have more than a passing interest in military history and/or 
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the Great War, when asked what do they know about the ‘Second Battle of 
Ypres,’ (22 April-25 May 1915) either know nothing, whilst those who do at least 
know something, invariably make mention of the first use of poisonous gas 
during the war. Other people (usually secondary school children) sometimes add 
assorted valid comments, a number of which are clearly the result of studies and 
sometimes based on research. One consistent theme however seems to be that 
most events referred to if at all, are events which took place during the earlier 
phases of the overall battle. In the closing stages of the overall battle, the 
combatants on both sides were still fighting. Regarding the events effecting the 
2nd Battalion, a portion of the book by Colonel R.S.H. Moody C.B., despite its 
well documented ‘errors’ has been added here, it being on this occasion probably 
the best accessed. “At 2.45 a.m. on the 24th May the Germans attacked as a 
final effort the whole front from Wieltje to the Menin road. This began with gas for 
four and a half hours and a very heavy bombardment with gas shells, combined 
with “Flammenwerfen,” a terrible implement for ejecting liquid fire, new at the 
time. Then the enemy advanced in very heavy masses and gained the snipers 
line, but was repulsed in each attempt to get further. Two companies of the 8th 
Middlesex and one company East Surrey immediately north of the railway gave 
way in consequence of the gas. There was cavalry on the right of the 85th 
Brigade and these were at the same time heavily attacked, so that the O.C. 
Buffs, which was the right battalion of the G.H.Q. line, was asked to help. The 
message came at 4.30 a.m. and was from Captain Court, 9th Lancers, who said 
his men were “on their knees,” but holding out. Captain Barnard with A Company 
followed by half of C, under Lieut. Swayne, at once started for the rescue to 
reinforce the trenches north and south of the Menin road, and thus on this day 
the Buffs fought in two separate parties. At 6.30 orders came to reinforce the 3rd 
Fusiliers, who meant to retake their lost trench, and B Company, with the 
remaining half of C, went up, leaving for the present D Company in the G.H.Q. 
line. Directly it left the reserve line this party came under very heavy shell fire and 
lost badly. Major Johnson of the Fusiliers, however, organised his counter-stroke, 
but it was beaten off, he himself being wounded, Lieut. D.W. Hammond of the 
Buffs killed and many men of both regiments lost. The enemy appeared to be in 
great strength, so the remainder of the Buffs were ordered up to assist the Royal 
Fusiliers at a level crossing on the railway, but al this time the enemy’s shell fire 
was terrific and the crossing became merely a death trap. However, about 1 p.m. 
D Company issued from the G.H.Q. lines and tried to come on, thought it was 
impossibility. It was a terrible undertaking and only about thirty men, under Lieut. 
Mantle, managed the journey. The situation was most critical as the enemy were 
working round the right. About 5 p.m. a counter-attack by the 84th Brigade, 
though held up, relieved matters somewhat. At nightfall the attack was continued 
by 84th and 80th Brigades, but was not successful owing to the terrific rifle and 
machine-gun fire directed upon it by the enemy. There were many casualties. 
Numbers of Cheshire, Welsh, K.S.L.I. and other regiments retired into the road 
cutting held by the Buffs and 3rd Royal Fusiliers.” For a period of three days, until 
the night of 26/27 May, the officers and other ranks of “A" Company, and half of 
"C" Company led by Captain W.G.F Barnard (later Lieutenant Colonel D.S.O.), 
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mentioned above, managed to inflict casualties amongst the enemy whilst 
stoically maintaining its position at Hooge. Whilst in the trenches, some of which 
were knee deep in water, Captain Barnard’s party was subjected to continuous 
fire from German artillery, snipers and large trench mortars, with no rations able 
to be taken to them for virtually the duration of the time spent under fire. On the 
day after Edgar lost his life, a lot of it was spent by his battalion collecting and 
reorganising the remnants of "B," "C" and "D" Companies, a task that was made 
far harder due to the not insignificant number of stragglers from other regiments 
and corps that had become attached to the battalion, although fortunately enemy 
activity eased during the day. 
 
FIELD, WILLIAM EDWARD. Lance Corporal, S/820. 
6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 
37th Brigade, 12th (Eastern) Division. 
Died Saturday 7 October 1916. 
Born, enlisted and resided Margate, Isle of Thanet, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France. Pier and Face 5 D. 
William is not commemorated on the Whitstable, Kent, civic war memorial, but he 
is commemorated on the Margate, Isle of Thanet, Kent, civic war memorial. 
William was numbered amongst the 8 officers and 121 other ranks that lost their 
lives in the 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on Saturday 
7 October 1916, during the Battle of the ‘Transloy Ridges.’ The battalion total 
casualty roll for the day numbers 368, including their Medical Officer, Captain 
Wilfred Pagen R.A.M.C., who is also commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. 
What follows is the War Diary entry for the day: - “Quiet morning. At 1.30 p m the 
enemy opened heavy machine gun fire and shrapnel barrage on the front line. At 
1.45 p m the attack commenced. Very heavy M.G. fire was opened, which held 
up "C" Company on the right. "A" and "B" companies reached the 1st objective 
(Rainbow Trench) with fairly heavy casualties but on advancing from 1st to 2nd 
objectives were completely held up with M.G. fire. Twenty men of "C" Company 
succeeded in getting into the German trench, with troops from the 61st Brigade, 
and advanced with them. The 1st objective was held until 12 midnight when the 
Battalion was relieved by the 6th Queen’s.” Captain J.C. Page, the only officer of 
the 6th (Service) Battalion who was not either killed or wounded on 7 October 
1916, led just forty other ranks from the field of the ‘Battle of the Transloy Ridges, 
and was later awarded the Military Cross. 
 
GREENWELL-LAX , ANTHONY WILLIAM. Captain. 
43rd Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery. 
Died Wednesday 11 October 1916. Aged 23. 
Born Fulham, London 14 November 1892. 
Only son of Doctor William Greenwell-Lax, M.A., L.L.D. Trinity College 
Cambridge, and of Mrs. Frances Annie Maud Greenwell-Lax (née Grayson) of 
Charleville House, West Kensington, London. 
Buried Karasouli Military Cemetery, Polikastron, Greece. Grave Ref: C. 579. 
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Anthony is also commemorated on page 6 of the Woolwich Military Academy, 
Great War Book of Rememberance, and in St. Andrews Church, Greyhound 
Road, Hammersmith, London, W14 9SX. 
Anthony was baptised at St. Andrews Church, Greyhound Road, Hammersmith 
on 20 December 1892. He was educated at St. Paul’s School, London, and later 
at the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, Kent. Anthony was first commisioned 
as a Second Lieutenant on 19 July 1912. At the commencement of the Great 
War, Anthony was in Jamaica and returned home in November 1914. As a 
Lieutenant, Anthony was posted abroad with a Siege Battery of the Royal 
Garrison Artillery during July 1915. Anthony was promoted to the rank of Captain 
in July 1916, and was  Mentioned in Despatches, which was recorded on page 
11937 of the London Gazette dated 6 December 1916. The 43rd Siege Battery, 
Royal Garrison Artillery was in Egypt, in December 1915, prior to going to fight at 
Salonika. The cemetery where Anthony is at rest at Polikastron (formerly 
Karasouli), Greece, was begun in September 1916 for the use of casualty 
clearing stations on the Doiran front. At the time of the Armistice it contained 
approximately 500 burials, but was greatly increased when graves were brought 
in from the following cemeteries: Hadzi Bari Mah Military Cemetery (moved April 
1919) - used from 25 August to 17 September 1917 contained 61 burials, 46 of 
them men of the 10th (Service) Battalion, Hampshire Regiment and the 2nd 
Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment, who captured an enemy salient on 1 
September. Caussica Military Cemetery (moved November 1920) - begun in 
February 1917 and at the Armistice contained 62 burials from field ambulances. 
This cemetery was itself enlarged when graves were brought in from surrounding 
burial grounds in February 1919. Kalinova Military Cemetery (moved December 
1920) - used by field ambulances from October 1917 to September 1918 and at 
the Armistice contained 52 burials from field ambulances. This cemetery was 
itself enlarged when graves were brought in from surrounding burial grounds in 
February 1919. The cemetery now contains 1,421 Commonwealth burials of the 
Great War, 56 being unidentified casualties. When his father submitted an 
application to be furnished with Anthony’s medals in December 1920, he resided 
at Charleville House, West Kensington, London. On some of the data accessed, 
Anthony’s surname and that of his parents is shown as Lax. 
 
GRIFFEY, EDWARD. Lance Corporal, 5781. 
1st Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers. 86th Brigade in 29th Division. 
Died Saturday 21 August 1915. 
Born Lydd, Kent. Enlisted Herne Bay, Kent. Resided Whitstable, Kent.  
Son of James H. Griffey and Elizabeth Griffey. 
Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. Panel 185. 
Formerly Private, 5692, Lancers of the line. At the time of the 1901 census the 
Griffey family resided at 24, Sydenham Street, Whitstable, Kent. Head of the 
house was Edward’s father, 31 year old Hythe, Kent, native James H. Griffey 
who was employed as a Painter and Decorator. At the start of the Great War the 
1st Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers was stationed at Rangoon, Burma, and 
unlike many other regular army battalions serving abroad, primarily those in 
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India, the battalion was not immediately recalled back to the United Kingdom at 
the commencement of the Great War. Several months later the battalion received 
the order to return to the United Kingdom and landed at the port of Avonmouth 
on 10 January 1915. From Avonmouth the battalion moved to Coventry and was 
then part of the 86th Brigade, 29th Division. Commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel 
H.E. Tizard, the battalion 1,002 strong made a return to Avonmouth on 16 March 
1915 from where it sailed for Gallipoli, but with the companies travelling on 
different ships. Headquarters, “A,” “B,” and “C” Companies travelled on the 
Anson, “D” Company on the Alaunia, and the Transport Company on the 
Haverford. The ships route was via Malta where a stop was made on 24 March, 
before heading for the port of Alexandria, Egypt where the battalion arrived on 29 
March, and from where it then went to Mex Camp until 8 April. On 8 April 1915 
the battalion left Alexandria on the Caledonia, heading for Mudros where it 
arrived on 10 April. It was on the Caledonia that the battalion left from Mudros on 
23 April, and arrived at Tenedos early the following day. Edward’s battalion 
landed at Cape Helles on 25 April 1915 on board the River Clyde, which run 
aground at “V” Beach at 0625 hours, during the landing Edward’s battalion 
suffered horrendous casualties under an incessant hail of fire from their Turkish 
opponents located on both flanks and to the front of the battalion. In addition to 
the casualties inflicted on the battalion by the Ottoman forces, a number of men 
drowned due to the weight of their saturated uniforms and the weight of the 
equipment being carried. In addition to the high number of woundings inflicted on 
the battalion on 25 April 1915, 55 other ranks lost their lives as the result of 
Turkish bullets, or by drowning. The following day the battalion advanced and 
succeeded in clearing the Turkish soldiers from the village and fort of Sedd el 
Bahr, during the course of which Corporal (later Staff Sergeant V.C., M.S.M.) 
William Cosgrove (1888-1936), won one of the three Victoria Crosses awarded to 
the Royal Munster Fusiliers during the Great War. William was a giant of a man 
who weighed 16 stone and was 6ft. 6in. tall; he used his exceptional strength to 
wrench enemy wiring stanchions out of the ground to clear a path for his 
comrades, notwithstanding a terrific fire from both front and flanks, as a result of 
which he was seriously wounded. “The manner in which this man worked out in 
the open will never be forgotten by those who were fortunate enough to witness 
it.” Resultant of the heavy casualties inflicted on both battalions at Gallipoli, 
Edward’s, battalion and the 1st Battalion, Royal Dublin Fusiliers were formed into 
one composite unit, which was known as the ‘Dubsters,' it being a corruption of 
the names of both of the regiments. During the time spent fighting at Gallipoli, as 
with all of the other battalions engaged, the 1st Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers 
had various days when a not insignificant number of casualties were suffered. 
Saturday 21 August 1915 when Edward lost his life being one of those occasions 
when it took part in an attack on Hill 112, having arrived at Suvla on board the 
Osmanieh only the previous day. A total of 3 officers and 13 other ranks were 
recorded as having been killed during the attack, which was not a successful 
operation. In addition to the fatalities were 5 officers and 149 other ranks 
wounded, in addition to which were 143 reported as being missing by the end of 
the day. Of those wounded and missing, many tragically burn alive in brush fires 
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and the later revised figures record a total of 80 other ranks deaths in the 
battalion on Saturday 21 August 1915. On New Years Day 1916 the battalion 
started its evacuation from Gallipoli at “V” Beach, and sailed on board the 
Princess Albertina on 2 January 1916 heading for Egypt via Mudros. On 13 
March 1916 the battalion sailed from Port Said, Egypt to the French port of 
Marseilles for service in France, and arrived at Marseilles on 23 April 1916, it 
being two days before being transferred to Lines of Communication. On 28 May 
1916 the battalion was transferred to the 48th Brigade, 16th (Irish) Division, and 
absorbed troops from disbanded 9th Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers on 30 
May 1916. On 22 November 1916 the battalion was transferred to 47th Brigade 
in same Division, and then absorbed in excess of 400 troops from the disbanded 
8th Battalion of the regiment. More of the regiments personnel were absorbed 
troops by the battalion on 19 April 1918, when members of the 2nd Battalion, 
joined it, and the next day it was transferred to 172nd Brigade, 57th (2nd North 
Midland) Division. 
 
HADLOW, JAMES FREDERICK. Serjeant, 15654. 
56th Field Company, Royal Engineers. 3rd Division. 
Died Monday 19 July 1915. 
Born Ospringe, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided Whitstable, 
Kent. 
Son of Charles and Elizabeth Hadlow of 13 Harwich Street, Whitstable, Kent. 
Husband of Lilian Hilda Hadlow (née Foad), of 50 Harbour Street, Whitstable, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 9. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Hadlow family resided at 13 Harwich Street, 
Whitstable, Kent. Head of the house was James’s father, 36 year old Herne Hill, 
Faversham, Kent, native Charles Hadlow who was recorded by the census 
enumerator as being a Plain and Ornamental Plaster, employing men. It would 
seem likely that 14 year old James had worked for his father, as he was recorded 
by the enumerator as being an Apprentice Plaster. When James enlisted in the 
army on 18 April 1906, he stated that he was aged 19 and 3 months, employed 
as a Plasterer, and a serving member of the 1st (Volunteer) Battalion, The Buffs 
(East Kent Regiment). James successfully enlisted in the army for a term of 3 
years with the colours and 9 years with the reserve, having previously been 
medically rejected due to a Varicecole, and it possibly was as the result of his 
eagerness to join the army that by the 18 April 1906 it had been dealt with, and 
the scarring duly noted at his army medical. At Canterbury on 18 April 1906, 
James’s ability as a Plasterer was also assessed by a civilian builder, who 
assessed him as “Very Good,” it being the highest category on the relevant Army 
Form. A lot of James’s subsequent army service was spent at the School of 
Military Engineering (Chatham). On a number of occasions James’s skills as a 
Plasterer were re-assessed by qualified army assessors (Royal Engineer 
officers), and on 7 June 1907 he was considered to be “Superior,” on 31 January 
1908 “Very Superior,” as was his assessment results of 24 April 1914. James 
also obtained his army 3rd class certificate of education on 19 May 1906, 2nd 
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class on 26 September 1906, and his 1st class on 22 October 1913. In addition 
to his “Very Superior,” trade assessments which resulted in additional pay, 
James obtained a 1st class qualification in Musketry, and on 17 July 1906 
passed his 60 yards swimming test. For a year from 8 February 1907 to 8 
February 1908, James served in Sierra Leone, West Africa, it being a posting 
which was considered to be an “unhealthy place” and for which army pensions 
qualifications counted double. It was placed on record that whilst in Sierra Leone, 
James had completed a lot of work, during which time he had been very 
motivational in getting the local labour force to also work hard. Only a few months 
after returning to England, James was promoted to a (paid) Lance Corporal, and 
possibly he realised that he had started to make his mark in his corps, and that 
his time spent in Sierra Leone had counted double for pension. At Bulford Camp, 
Wiltshire on 29 October 1908 whilst serving in the 56th Field Company, Royal 
Engineers, James signed papers to extend his army service by an additional 7 
years. On 22 January 1913, James again signed papers to extend his service by 
an additional 12 years, and upon signing them was promoted to the rank of 
Corporal. Possibly a significant influence in signing the extension papers which 
would have given James a full army pension, was the fact that he had married 
fellow Whitstable native, Miss Lillian Foad at Whitstable on Boxing day 1911. On 
4 September 1914 James was promoted to an Acting Serjeant, but on 29 
November 1914 he reverted back to a Corporal, and remained a Corporal until 
14 March 1915 when he was promoted again. It would appear that with real 
justification, James could be described as model soldier with exceptional abilities 
as a tradesman, an unblemished conduct record, passed all three of the army 
certificates of education, and prior to his death he had been Mentioned in 
Despatches. When the British Expeditionary Force went to serve in France and 
Belgium, the initial Field Companies of the Royal Engineers that were part of the 
BEF were the 5th, 11th, 17th, 23rd, 26th, 56th, 57th, and 59th Field Companies. 
James had crossed over with the 56th Field Company, Royal Engineers when it 
arrived in France on 16 August 1914. One of the officers, who arrived in France 
with James, was 24 year old Second Lieutenant, Cyril Gordon Martin who was 
the first officer during the Great War to be awarded the Victoria Cross, and the 
Distinguished Service Order. A mere ten days after the 56th Field Company, 
Royal Engineers had arrived in France, Second Lieutenant Martin (later 
Brigadier) won the D.S.O. at the Battle of Le Cateau, and was awarded the V.C. 
for his heroic action at Spanbroek Molen, Belgium, on 12 March 1915. The 
overall action during which Cyril Martin won his V.C., was designed to take some 
pressure off the Commonwealth troops further south at Neuve Chapelle, France, 
by preventing the transfer of German reinforcements from the Ypres Salient. 
Second Lieutenant Martin was in command of a six man bombing squad 
spearheading an attack on a section of an enemy trench. Just prior to the raid 
Cyril Martin was wounded in the hip, but ignored his wounding and carried on 
with his allotted task. The bombing party successfully took the German trench, 
and immediately set about reversing the position of the sandbag parapet to 
prepare for the inevitable counterattack. The squad held the trench for two and a 
half hours until being relieved, despite being vastly outnumbered, each of the six 
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other ranks of the bombing party were subsequently awarded the D.C.M. From 
19 July to 30 July 1915 inclusive, the 56th Field Company, Royal Engineers, 
serving in the British 3rd Division was in the Hooge area of West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium where James was killed in action.  
 
HARRISON, GARNET HOULT. Private, G/24897. 
16th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, (Public Schools). 
86th Brigade, 29th Division. 
Died Thursday 16 August 1917. Aged 32. 
Born Whitstable, Kent. Enlisted Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey. Resided Raynes 
Park, London. 
Son of Edward Hoult Harrison of Whitstable, Kent. 
Husband of Eleanor Edith Ann Harrison (née Buckmaster) of "Chase Side," 501, 
Kingston Road, Raynes Park, London. 
Buried Artillery Wood Cemetery, Boezinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  
Grave Ref: X. C. 20. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Harrison family resided at 1, Sydenham 
Street, Whitstable. Head of the house was 50 year old Whitstable native Edward 
Hoult Harrison, who was employed as an Oyster Dredger. Garnet’s 50 year old 
mother Emily Harrison was recorded by the census enumerator as being a native 
of Brightlingsea, Essex. Garnet was employed as a Shop Assistant at the time of 
his marriage to Holborn, Middlesex, native 23 year old Miss Eleanor Edith Ann 
Buckmaster, at Holy Trinity Church, Islington, London, on Christmas Day 1911. 
At the time of their marriage, Garnet and Eleanor were residing at 39, Trinity 
Street, Islington, London. 
 
HEMSLEY, MAURICE SWINNERTON. Private, 205671. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
55th Brigade, 18th (Eastern) Division. 
Died Thursday 21 March 1918. Aged 21. 
Born Swindon, Wiltshire. Enlisted Herne Bay, Kent. Resided Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of Henry and Catherine Hemsley of Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Pozières Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 58. 
Formerly Trooper, 2285, Royal East Kent Mounted Rifles. At the time of the 1901 
census the Hemsley family resided at 5, High Street, Whitstable, Kent. Head of 
the house was 38 year old Wine Shop Keeper, Henry Hemsley, who was a native 
of Swindon, Wiltshire. Maurice was educated at the Simon Langton Boys' School, 
Canterbury, Kent, and was numbered amongst the 91 Old Boys of the school 
who died in the Great War. The school magazine "The Langtonian" of April 1919 
contained the following entry appertaining to Maurice: - "M Hemsley, who was 
reported missing for about 12 months, is now reported as killed. Some prisoners 
of war who have been repatriated recently declare that he was shot down in cold 
blood shortly after being captured. Hemsley was a teacher, and passed through 
Goldsmiths' Training College. He was a young man of sterling character, quiet 
and modest in manner, and one who would have proved a thorough capable 
teacher. We offer his relatives our deepest sympathy." 
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HUDSON, FREDERICK (Fred) COTTELL, Private, 2772. 
23rd (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment. 
142nd Brigade, 47th (London) Division. 
Died Friday 28 May 1915. Aged 23. 
Enlisted and resided Clapham Junction, London. 
Second son of Harry and Sarah Hudson (née Payne) of 9, Louvaine Road, St. 
John’s Hill, Clapham Junction, Battersea, London, and of “Redriff,” Whitstable, 
Kent. 
Buried Chocques Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais. France. Grave Ref: I. C. 78.  
Frederick is not commemorated on the Whitstable, Kent, civic war memorial. 
Frederick was born at Battersea, London on 2 May 1892, and was educated 
locally at the Sir Walter St. John's School, High Street, Battersea. Further 
education resulted in Frederick in gaining an Oxford AA, the Junior Examination 
of which ran in some form or other from 1858 to 1945, when it was abandoned. 
The title of 'AA' was abandoned in 1914, although the Senior Local Examination 
itself continued until 1923. Prior to the Great War, Frederick was employed as a 
Builders Manager, which was probably in his fathers employ as Harry Hudson 
owned a building company. At the commencement of the Great War hostilities, 
Frederick volunteered for military service and joined the 23rd (County of London) 
Battalion, London Regiment of the Territorial Force early in September 1914. 
Frederick was amongst the members of his battalion who sailed from 
Southampton on board the SS Copenhagen on 14 March 1915, and which 
arrived at the port of Harve the following day. Following a series of moves, 
Frederick’s battalion took part in an attack on enemy positions near Festubert on 
25 and 26 May 1915. Prior to being relieved during the afternoon of the latter 
date, whilst ensconced in the former German trenches that the battalion had 
captured, the battalion had suffered casualties totaling 13 officers and 486 other 
ranks. Frederick was amongst the members of his battalion who were wounded 
on the first day of the attack, and succumbed to his injuries at the No 1 Casualty 
Clearing Station, Chocques. Due to operational needs, Frederick had not been 
allowed to return to the United Kingdom to commence the requisite training for a 
commission in the Royal Field Artillery, the papers for which had been completed 
on 16 April 1915. One of Frederick’s comrades in a letter of condolence to his 
parents wrote “I must say Fred played the man, for when the whistle went for us 
to go over the parapet, I am sorry to say that there seemed to be a slight 
hesitation as to who should go first, when Fred said come on, and over he went 
and we others followed him.” Another soldier wrote, “Ever ready to do any 
service for a comrade to cheer up one when fatigued, never wanting when a duty 
involving any danger had to be performed, Fred was a favourite, loved by us all.” 
It was noted whilst researching, that on some of the data sources consulted, 
Frederick has his second Christian name spelt CATTELL. 
 

 
JOHNS, FRANK GEORGE. Lance Corporal, L/8784. 
1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 16th Brigade, 6th Division. 
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Died Tuesday 20 October 1914. 
Born Ashford, Kent. Enlisted and resided Herne Bay, Kent. 
Son of George Johns of Herne Bay, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Comines-Warneton, Hainaut, 
Belgium. Panel 2, as shown above, and on the Herne Bay, Kent, civic war 
memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Johns family resided at 33, Linden Road, 
Ashford, Kent. Head of the house was 39 year old Islington, London native 
George Johns, who was employed as a Cycle Maker Fitter. Frank was recorded 
by the census enumerator as being 10 years old, which would mean that he was 
about 23 years old when he was killed in action. Frank, who was a regular soldier 
had served with the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at Fermoy, 
County Cork, Ireland, prior to the Great War, On 12 August 1914, the Battalion 
left Fermoy and was joined by 554 reservists, a lot of them wearing either India 
General Service or Boer War medal ribbons on their tunics, and in some cases, 
both.  From that it can be deduced that the battalion when it arrived at Cambridge 
on 19 August was comprised of a large number of experienced soldiers. During 
Frank’s battalions stay at Cambridge it was billeted at Christ’s College. After 
leaving Cambridge, the battalion went to Southampton where it boarded the SS 
Minneapolis on 8 September, and sailed for the French port of St. Nazaire where 
it arrived the following day. As was the overall situation with all of the units which 
were serving in the British Expeditionary Force early in the Great War, the 1st 
Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), was forced to make several moves to 
a number of locations. During October 1914, Frank’s battalion was relieved by 
French troops on 12 October and went to Bazoches. The battalion entrained for 
Cassel on 13 October, and moved forward on 17 October and took over 
Divisional Reserve positions at Bois Grenier. Later the battalion held the line at 
Croix Maréchal - Rue de Bois. With the 2nd Battalion, York and Lancaster 
Regiment, on 18 October Frank’s battalion advanced on the village of 
Radinghem-en-Weppes near Armentieres, with the two battalions being divided 
by the Bois Grenier-Radinghem road. Radinghem-en-Weppes was taken along 
with Chateau de Flandres. Following a German counter-attack, Frank’s battalion 
fell back to wood located on the south side of Radinghem-en-Weppes. Enemy 
troops attacked throughout the day that Frank fell on 20 October 1914, forcing a 
battalion withdrawal through Radinghem-en-Weppes to Grande Flamengrie Farm 
during night. Casualties were Lieutenants Joseph D. Phillips, R. McDougall, R.S. 
Glyn and Second-Lieutenant Mervyn Noott killed in action, the Commanding 
Officer of the battalion Colonel Julian Hasler, and 3 other officers were wounded, 
17 other ranks were killed in action, plus 57 wounded, and 62 missing. The 
majority of the latter category of casualties (including Frank) were subsequently 
found to have lost their lives, and they too are commemorated on the Ploegsteert 
Memorial. Also numbered amongst the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment) other ranks fallen on Tuesday 20 October 1914, was Seasalter native 
and Whitstable resident, Alfred Ernest Mummery who is commemorated on the 
Whitstable civic war memorial, and on the Congregational Church, Whitstable, 
Great War memorial plaque. 
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LONGHURST, CHARLES. Private, L/10039. 
"A" Company, 2nd Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 
22nd Brigade, 7th Division. 
Died Thursday 29 October 1914. Aged 22. 
Born and enlisted Guildford, Surrey. Resided Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of Charles and Louisa Ellen Longhurst of 12, Westgate Terrace, Whitstable, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 11. 
A regular soldier, Charles was serving at Robert’s Heights, Pretoria, South Africa 
with the 2nd Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment) at the 
commencement of the Great War. Charles’s battalion left Pretoria for Cape Town 
on 19 August 1914, arriving there three days later and where it embarked on 
H.M.T. Kenilworth Castle which sailed from Table Bay on 27. The ship arrived at 
Southampton on 19 September 1914, from where the battalion made its way to 
Lyndhurst where, on 20 September it became part of the 22nd Infantry Brigade of 
the 7th Division under Major General Capper. On 4 October 1914, the battalion 
comprised of 30 officers and 988 other ranks embarked at Southampton. The 
following day they sailed down Southampton Water and along the English 
Channel to Dover, before landing at Zeebrugge, to take part in the ‘Defence of 
Antwerp.’ When the battalion arrived at Zeebrugge, the situation at Antwerp was 
irretrievable, the city was already falling to the enemy, and so the 7th Division 
was used to cover the landing of a Cavalry Division at Ostend. Several moves 
were made by the battalion prior to arriving at Gheluvelt on Thursday 29 October 
1914, where it occupied a number of farms to the east of the Gheluvelt-
Kruiseecke road, where (probably before noon) Charles was killed in action. 
 
NAZER, FREDERICK JOHN. Deck Hand, 3295SD. 
H.M. Trawler Clach-na-Cudin, Royal Naval Reserve. 
Died Tuesday 25 April 1916. Aged 17. 
Born Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of Frederick Thomas Nazer and Flora J. Nazer of 6, New Street, Whitstable, 
Kent. 
Buried Bari War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: 14. G. 24.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Nazer family resided at Beach Alley, 
Whitstable. Head of the house was Royal Navy veteran 34 year old Sandwich, 
Kent native Frederick Thomas Nazer, who was employed as Corn Porter at the 
Docks. The vessel on which Frederick was serving when he lost his life was a 
small 78 ton wooden hulled drifter; she was built by Fellows at Great Yarmouth 
1908 for Cormack of Lossiemouth, Scotland. In 1913 the Clach-na-Cudin was 
sold to Humphries of Invergordon, Scotland. In April 1915 the drifter was 
requisitioned by Admiralty and given the trawler number 2215 and armed with a 
57mm gun and was employed as a net tender, and was employed in the Otranto 
Straits on the anti-submarine barrage. H.M. Trawler Clach-na-Cudin was one of 
the first batch of 60 units to be sent to the Adriatic. Frederick was originally 
buried at the Brindisi Communal Cemetery, and was amongst the 85 Great War 
burials, brought in from Brindisi in 1981. Most of these burials are of officers and 
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men of the Adriatic drifter fleet which had close associations with Brindisi during 
the Great War, Frederick being of their number. When he was killed, Frederick 
was part of scratch gun crew manning the 57mm gun which was hit when the 
vessel hit a mine, and he was decapitated. The other five men who also died with 
Frederick were all Scots and came either from Buckie, Banffshire, or Wick, 
Caithness. One casualty is commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial, 
and the others are at rest in Bari War Cemetery. James Sinclair who is buried in 
an adjacent grave to Frederick was a former soldier who had served in the 1st 
Battalion, Cameron Highlanders during the Sudan Campaign (1896-8), and the 
South African Campaign (1899-1901). 
 
NYE, GEORGE WILLIAM. M.M? Sergeant, L/11352. 
7th (Service) Battalion, The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 
55th Brigade, 18th (Eastern) Division. 
Died Tuesday 21 November 1916. Aged 23. 
Born Chatham, Kent. Enlisted Hounslow, Middlesex. Resided Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of C. B. and F. E. Nye of 9, Dale Street, Chatham, Kent. 
Buried Warloy-Baillon Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: VI. D. 16. 
Formerly Lance Corporal, 16101, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). 
George was posted to France on 8 June 1915. Unfortunately it has not been 
possible to find out for certain on what date etcetera; it was that George received 
the wounds from which he died on the above date. Mainly due to the prevailing 
ground conditions on the Somme by 18 November 1916, it being the accepted 
date for the end of the battle, when compared to earlier actions there was for the 
most part only minor actions being fought by George’s battalion in November. 
One of the engagements which was intended to harass the enemy took place on 
9 November 1916 at Warloy-Baillon, during the course of which Private Arthur J. 
Brown from Colchester, Essex was killed. Purely speculation on the part of the 
transcriber, but George was possibly numbered amongst those who were 
wounded on the day that Arthur Brown fell, and Edward Cartwright from 
Peterborough, Northamptonshire died of wounds. On 5 May 1928, George’s 
mother who was his next of kin, communicated with the War Office regarding an 
award of the Military Medal to her late son. After checking a number of data 
sources whilst compiling this brief commemoration of George, it is still unclear if 
George had been a recipient of the Military Medal prior to his death. 
 
PACKMAN , SIDNEY ARTHUR. Private, T/2817. 
1/4th Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
Died Sunday 15 August 1915. Aged 28. 
Born, enlisted and resided Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of Mary Ann Packman (née Smith), and the late George Packman. 
Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Turkey. Panel 31. 
Regrettably Sidney is not commemorated on the Whitstable civic war memorial. 
Sidney was born at Whitstable on 2 May 1887. At the time of the 1901 census, 
the Packman family was residing at Sea Wall, Whitstable. Head of the house was 
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58 year old Graveney, Faversham, Kent native Mary Ann Packman, who was 
employed as a Char Woman. The then 14 year old Sidney was recorded as 
being employed as a Labourer by the census enumerator, as was his 16 year old 
brother Swinford John Packham. When the 1891 census was taken, Sidney’s 
father; 65 year old Herne Hill, Kent native George Packman who was employed 
as a Farm Labourer, was recorded as being the head of the house, at which time 
the family resided at 39, Harbour Street, Whitstable. Sidney’s father died at 
Whitstable on 14 July 1897 aged 72 and is at rest in All Saints churchyard. 
Sidney’s mother died at 25 Sydenham Street, Whitstable on 24 January 1925, 
aged 84. Mary was only 16 years old at the time of her marriage, at the parish 
church of All Saints, Graveney, Faversham, Kent on 2 February 1861. In view of 
Sidney’s date of death and the place of his official commemoration in Turkey, it 
would appear that he was numbered amongst the men of his parent regiment 
(The Buffs), who died whilst serving in the Kent Composite Battalion. On 24 April 
1915 the Kent Composite Battalion was formed from elements of Sidney’s 
regiment and the Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), and was part of the 
160th Brigade, 53rd (Welsh) Division. On 20 July 1915 the battalion sailed on the 
11,905 ton troop transport ship H.M.T. Northland from Southampton to 
Alexandria, Egypt, where it docked on 31 July 1915. From Alexandria the H.M.T. 
Northland sailed to Lemnos, and arrived at Mudros Harbour on 8 August 1915. 
On 10 August 1915 the battalion sailed for Gallipoli, and landed at West Beach, 
Suvla Bay, where it dug in and began beach fatigues. At 1100 hours on 13 
August 1915, the battalion relived the 2/10th (Territorial Force) Battalion, 
Middlesex Regiment which was also of the 160th Brigade, 53rd (Welsh) Division, 
and manned frontline trenches for the first time at Chocolate Hill. The Chocolate 
Hill position which Sidney’s battalion occupied, had been taken from the Turks on 
7 August 1915, the line held by the battalion was approximately 700 yards in 
length, and was subjected to virtually constant effective sniper fire. On the same 
day that Sidney fell, his Commanding Officer Lieutenant-Colonel A.T.F. Simpson 
(formerly of the Australian Imperial Force) was wounded by a Turkish sniper, and 
Major Hubert Smithers then took command of the battalion. At the time of 
compiling these brief commemorations it has not been possible to ascertain if 
Sidney was a victim of enemy sniper fire, but suspect that he was. The Kent 
Composite Battalion eventually became the 2/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, 
Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). 
 
PEPPER, JAMES WILLIAM THOMAS. B.A. (London). Rifleman, 793. 
1st/5th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade). 
11th Brigade, 4th Division. 
Died Monday 26 April 1915. Aged 23. 
Born Whitstable, Kent. Enlisted London. Resided Harlesden, Middlesex. 
Only son of James William and Emma Maria Pepper (née Harlow) of 15, West 
Cliff, Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 54, 
and on Great War memorial plaque located in the parish church of All Saints, 
Whitstable, Kent.   
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James was born at Whitstable on 2 July 1891. At the time of the 1901 census, 
the Pepper family resided at the address shown above. Head of the house was 
45 year old Bordon, Kent native James William Pepper, who was employed as 
the Clerk to the School Board, and Attendance Officer. Having been educated 
locally, at the age of ten James obtained a Junior Kent County Scholarship, and 
later he was awarded a County Bursary which resulted in him being educated at 
the Simon Langton School, Canterbury, Kent. On completion of his studies at 
Canterbury, James went to the Goldsmiths College, London, where he obtained 
his Batchelor of Arts Degree in 1912. During his last two years at Goldsmiths 
College, James was a member of the Rugby team, and was also interested in 
Cricket. Having qualified as a teacher, for several months after leaving 
Goldsmiths College, James was employed as a supplementary teacher for the 
Kent Education Committee, which was possibly as the direct result of the fact 
that his father was the Local Secretary and Correspondent for the Kent 
Education Committee at Whitstable. James later obtained permanent 
employment as school teacher at the Bridge Road Council School, Harlesden, 
Middlesex, in the employ of the Willesden Education Committee who following 
his death wrote glowingly about James’s influence and character. At the 
commencement of the Great War, James was making a special study of Anglo-
Saxon and Old English and had a particular interest in history and languages. As 
a member of the Territorial Force James signed the requisite army form 
volunteering for war service overseas, and in September 1914 joined the 1st/5th 
(City of London) Battalion, London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade). James went 
to France in the first draft of his battalion in January 1915, and then served in and 
out of the front line at various locations until he was killed in action. Having been 
relieved on 17 April 1915, James’s battalion was moved to the Steenwerck area 
where it occupied billets on the Le Veau to Steenwerck road. On 24 April the 
battalion travelled by train from Steenwerck to Poperinghe, and from there 
marched to Busseboom. Via Vlamertinghe, the battalion went to St. Jean on 25 
April prior to arriving at Wieltje. At 0145 hours on the day that James was killed in 
action, his battalion arrived in positions on the Wieltje to Fortuin road, prior to 
advancing at dusk and dug-in where they relieved Canadian troops 
approximately 600 yards to the south east of Fortuin where James was killed in 
action.  
 
RICKWOOD, ALFRED HENRY. Telegraphist, J/47053. 
Royal Navy, H.M. Tug, Charm. 
Died Saturday 28 June 1919. Aged 20. 
Born Whitstable, Kent 24 March 1899. 
Son of Albert Edward Rickwood and Charlotte Rutland Rickwood (née Mills) of 9, 
Belmont Terrace, Church Road, Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Whitstable Cemetery, Milstrood Road, Whitstable, Kent. Grave Ref: H. 6. 
Doubtless due to the date on which he was drowned; Alfred is not 
commemorated on the Whitstable, Kent, civic war memorial. Alfred was a brother 
of the next casualty briefly commemorated below. At the time of the 1901 census 
the Rickwood family resided at 30 Liverpool Road, Whitstable, Kent. Head of the 
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house was 40 year old Bridge, Canterbury, Kent, native Albert Edward Rickwood 
who was employed as a General Labourer.  
 
RICKWOOD, CHARLES ALFRED. Private, 5588. 
2nd Battalion, Leinster Regiment. 73rd Brigade, 24th Division. 
Died Tuesday 31 July 1917. Aged 28. 
Born and resided Broadstairs, Kent. Enlisted Marylebone, London. 
Son of Albert Edward Rickwood and Charlotte Rutland Rickwood (née Mills) of 9, 
Belmont Terrace, Church Road, Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Menin Gate, Ieper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel 44, 
and on page 228 of the illuminated book “Ireland, Casualties of World War I.” 
Formerly 124076, Royal Field Artillery. At the time of the 1901 census, the 
Rickwood family resided at 30, Swanfield Road, Whitstable, Kent. Head of the 
house was 40 year old Bridge, Canterbury, Kent native Albert Edward Rickwood, 
who was employed as a General Labourer. 
 

 
RICHARDS, FREDERICK WILLIAM. Petty Officer Stoker, K/3581. 
Royal Navy, H.M.T.B. "No.10." 
Died Thursday 10 June 1915. Aged 25. 
Born Canterbury, Kent 15 November 1889. 
Eldest son of Fredrick George Richards and of Anna Maria Richards (née 
Luckhurst). 
Husband of Nora Emma Richards (née Dowley) of 9, Harbour Place, Whitstable, 
Kent. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 11 as shown above. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Richards family resided at Brunswick 
Cottage, Herne Bay, Kent. Head of the house was 34 year old Canterbury, Kent 
native Fredrick George Richards, who was employed as a Nurseryman 
Gardener. Frederick was one of 23 sailors who lost their lives resultant of when 
H.M. Torpedo Boat 10 (ex H.M.S. Greenfly), which was a Cricket class coastal 
destroyer that was mined and sunk in the North Sea between the Light Vessel 
and the Shipwash South Buoy, by the German coastal minelayer uboat UC11. 
Frederick survived the actual sinking and died after being rescued by the 
Germans, and he is officially recorded as having died whilst a prisoner of war. 
The 245 ton vessel on which Frederick was serving when he died was built in 
1907, and had a ships compliment of 39 officers and ratings. It was noted by the 
transcriber of these brief commemorations, that of the 48 Royal Navy casualties 
who lost their lives on Thursday 10 June 1915, the majority of them were of the 
motor torpedo boat crews of H.M.T.B. "No.10," and H.M.T.B. "No.12," with 
several of their number being either natives or residents of the county of Kent. At 
the time of the loss of Frederick’s ship, the UC11 was commanded by 28 year old 
Oberleutnant zur See, Walter Gottfried Schmidt who commanded the uboat from 
23 April 1915 to 11 August 1916. N.B. On some of the data sources checked it 
shows that H.M.T.B. "No.10" was sunk by a torpedo fired by the UC11, as 
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opposed to being mined by the same German uboat. Frederick’s wife remained a 
widow for the rest of her life, and her death was registered in the Bridge, Kent 
registration district in 1972. They had married in the last quarter of 1912. 
 

 
SAUNDERS, WILLIAM CHARLES. Drummer, 153. 
2/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).  
202nd Brigade, 67th Division. 
Died Saturday 15 April 1916. Aged 32. 
Born Margate, Isle of Thanet, Kent. Enlisted Herne Bay, Kent. Resided 
Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of William C. and Grace E. Saunders (née Wood) of Tannery Cottage, 
Chalkwell Road, Sittingbourne, Kent.  
Buried All Saints Churchyard, Whitstable, Kent.    
At the time of the 1901 census the Saunders family resided at 36 Middle Wall, 
Whitstable, Kent. Head of the house was 44 year old Margate, Isle of Thanet, 
Kent, native William C. Saunders (senior) who was employed as a Bricklayers 
Labourer, as was his 17 year old son William Charles Saunders (junior). Known 
to all and sundry as “Sleepy,” William died in hospital, and was a veteran of the 
Second Boer War (1899-1902) in South Africa. Taking into account that the date 
of the British 1901 census was on the night of 31 March, and that the cessation 



 

 27 

of the Second Boer War was 31 May 1902, it would seem likely that William had 
originally enlisted in the army at some time during 1901. 
 
SMITH, GEORGE CLIFFORD. M.M. Private, 42495. 
2nd Battalion, Suffolk Regiment. 76th Brigade, 3rd Division. 
Died Saturday 19 October 1918. Aged 19. 
Born Cheriton, Kent. Enlisted Herne Bay, Kent. Resided Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of Arthur Edward and Catherine Susan Smith (née Clifford) of "Oakleigh," 
Cromwell Road, Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: LXVIII. J. 2. 
Formerly Private, TR/9/44818, Training Regiment. At the time of the 1901 
census, the Smith family resided at Clare Road, Whitstable. Head of the house 
was 31 year old Whitstable native Arthur Edward Smith, who was employed as a 
Carpenter and Joiner. 
 
SNOW, BERTRAM. Private, 5746. 
1/15th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Prince of Wales' Own 
Civil Service Rifles). 140th Brigade, 47th (2nd London) Division. 
Died Saturday 7 October 1916. Aged 33. 
Born Southgate, Edmonton, Middlesex. Enlisted Somerset House. Resided 
Tankerton, Whitstable, Kent.  
Son of Albert and Matilda Jane Snow (née Davis) of “Ravenswood,” Tankerton, 
Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Warlencourt British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.  
Grave Ref: VII. C. 26. 
Bertram is not commemorated on the Whitstable, Kent, civic war memorial.  
Formerly Private, 532788, 1/15th (County of London) Battalion, London 
Regiment (Prince of Wales' Own Civil Service Rifles). At the time of the 1901 
census the Snow family resided at High Street, The Green, Southgate, 
Edmonton, Middlesex. Head of the house was 27 year old South Molton, Devon 
native Albert Snow, who was employed as a Linen Draper, and was an employer. 
 
SPEED, FREDERICK JOHN. Private, G/21852. 
10th (Service) Battalion, (Battersea), The Queen's (Royal West Surrey 
Regiment). 124th Brigade, 41st Division. 
Died Tuesday 13 August 1918. 
Born, enlisted and resided Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of Walter Thomas Speed and Sarah Ann Speed (née Harlow). 
Husband of Elizabeth G. Speed (née Rigden) of 19, King Edward Street, 
Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. 
Grave Ref: XXV. E. 23. 
Formerly Private, 24817, Northamptonshire Regiment. At the time of the 1891 
census the Speed family resided at 12, Swan Terrace, Whitstable, Kent. Head of 
the house was 34 year old Sandwich, Kent native Walter Thomas Speed, who 
was employed as a Railway Porter. As Frederick was recorded by the census 
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enumerator as being 1 year old, it would mean that he was about 28 years old at 
the time of his death. It would also seem likely that 12, Swan Terrace, Whitstable, 
Kent, was Frederick’s actual place of birth. Having arrived back on the Ypres 
Salient very early in April 1918, having at that time taken part in the ‘1918 Battle 
of Amiens’ on the Somme, at around the time of Frederick’s death, the 10th 
(Service) Battalion, (Battersea), The Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment) took 
part in several raids on enemy positions, but was not involved in any major 
engagement until the month after he was killed in action. Despite the fact that the 
raids which were carried out were only fairly spasmodic, and were probably 
untaken to probe the German strength etcetera, several men on both sides lost 
their lives as the result of the raids. In addition to Frederick, three of his 
comrades also lost their lives whilst taking part in the same raid as him, all three 
of whom had formerly been members of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment, and 
judging by their Royal Warwickshire Regiment regimental numbers, they had 
probably enlisted at about the same time as each other.  
 
STROUD, ALFRED. Private, 327231. 
1/1st (Territorial Force) Battalion, Cambridgeshire Regiment.  
118th Brigade, 39th Division. 
Died Tuesday 26 March 1918. Aged 23. 
Born and enlisted Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of Henry and Mary Ann Stroud (née Cheal) of 68, Victoria Street, Whitstable, 
Kent. 
Buried Le Cateau Military Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: I. A. 34. 
Formerly Private, G/9087, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), and Private, 5243, 
1/1st (Territorial Force) Battalion, Cambridgeshire Regiment.  
Alfred is not commemorated on the Whitstable, Kent, civic war memorial. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Stroud family resided at 65, Victoria Street, 
Whitstable, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old Herne Bay, Kent native 
Henry Stroud, who was employed as a Sea Mariner. 
 
TAPPENDEN, FRANK WILLIAM. Second Lieutenant. 
18th Battalion, Machine Gun Corps. 
Died Monday 1 July 1918. Aged 29. 
Born Newham, Faversham, Kent. 
Son of Elizabeth Tappenden (née File), and the late Thomas W. Tappenden. 
Husband of Dorothy Tappenden (née Giles) of "Foxgrove," Herne Bay Road, 
Tankerton, Whitstable, Kent. 
Father of William G.J. Tappenden. 
Buried Warloy-Baillon Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France.  
Grave Ref: VIII. G. 12. 
Also commemorated on the Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent, civic war memorial. 
Formerly Private, 2190, Royal East Kent Yeomanry, and Private, 56212, Machine 
Gun Corps. Although it is purely speculation on the part of transcriber of these 
brief commemorations, it is possible that whilst a civilian, Frank had been 
involved in the grocery trade as was the case with several other Tappenden 
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family members. At the time of 1891 census the Tappenden family resided at the 
Street, Newnham, Faversham, Kent, where Frank’s 32 year old father Thomas 
Tappenden who was a native of Hastingleigh, Ashford, Kent, ran his Grocery and 
Drapers shop, his wife Elizabeth who was a native of Elmstead, Kent, worked in 
the shop as an assistant. For many, many years the Tappenden family owned 
and ran Tappenden’s Stores, opposite the ‘Bowl Inn’ at Hastingleigh. The shop 
was started and owned by Frank’s grandfather George Tappenden. By the time 
of the 1901 census, widowed Elizabeth Tappenden resided at Brabourne Lees, 
Ashford, Kent, living on her own means. Frank was not at home at Brabourne 
Lees on the night of the 1901 census, at which time he was a boarder at the St. 
Augustine College for Boys, which was located at 52, Hempstead Street, 
Ashford, Kent, and was run by the Headmaster Edward Flood. Frank was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Machine Gun Corps on 26 October 
1917. Frank married Miss Dorothy Giles during the third quarter of 1917; Dorothy 
later married Reginald H. Taylor in1922. 
 
TAYLOR, FREDERICK. Petty Officer Stoker, 283717. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Vengeance. 
Died Saturday 14 July 1917. Aged 40. 
Born Herne Bay, Kent 30 January 1877. 
Son of George and Mary Taylor.  
Buried Whitstable Cemetery, Milstrood Road, Whitstable, Kent. Grave Ref: H. 18. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Taylor family resided at Barrow Green 
Cottages, Teynham, Kent. Head of the house was Deptford, Kent native George 
Taylor. During his career in the Royal Navy Frederick had served in China during 
the Boxer Rising in 1900, and at the Dardanelles during the Great War. He was a 
recipient of the Naval Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. H.M.S. 
Vengeance was Canopus class battleship built by Vickers at Barrow, and was 
commissioned on 25 July 1899. Frederick’s ship saw service during the Great 
War in the Mediterranean and for a time during 1915 was the flagship of Vice-
Admiral (later Admiral of the Fleet) Sir John M. de Robeck during the Dardanelles 
campaign, she was broken up in 1921. 
 
THOMSON, RICHARD E.J. Lieutenant. 
15th Ludhiana Sikhs, Indian Army. 
Died Wednesday 19 May 1915. 
Born India. 
Son of Brevet-Colonel Samuel John Thomson, C.I.E., C.B.E, and Isabel Gordon 
Thomson (née Cowie).  
Buried Cabaret-Rouge British Cemetery, Souchez, Pas de Calais, France. 
Grave Ref: XVII. C. 4. 
Richard was a grandson of Surgeon-General A. J. Cowie of Bengal, India. The 
15th Ludhiana Sikhs, the oldest Sikh battalion, were on the Western Front in 
France as early as September 1914, and participated in the fighting at 
Fauquissart, Festubert and Neuve Chapelle. Prior to the Sikhs being transported 
from India to Marseille for action on the Western Front. There were critics who 
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expressed doubts as to whether, under conditions of warfare so totally different 
from those in India, that the Sikhs would be able to withstand the action they 
were forced into. These doubts were completely dispelled when 20 year old East 
Teignmouth, Devon native, Lieutenant John Smyth and ten of his men undertook 
arguably one of the most gallant episodes of the Great War, for which he was 
awarded a well deserved Victoria Cross. V.C. Citation: - "For most conspicuous 
bravery near Richebourg on 18th May 1915. When a bombing party of ten men, 
who voluntarily undertook this duty, he conveyed a supply of ninety-six bombs to 
within twenty yards of the enemy's position, over extremely dangerous ground, 
after attempts of two other parties had failed. Lieutenant Smyth succeeded in 
taking the bombs to the desired position with the aid of two of his men ( the other 
eight having been killed or wounded ), and to effect his purpose he had to swim a 
stream, being exposed the whole time to howitzer, shrapnel, machine-gun and 
rifle fire." On 7 October 1927, the Earl of Birkenhead, Secretary of State for India, 
unveiled the India Memorial to the south-west of the village of Neuve Chapelle in 
France. It is situated on the east side of the road from La Bassee to Estaires. The 
impressive memorial was erected by the then Imperial War Graves Commission 
to the memory of the Indian soldiers who fell on the Western Front during the 
Great War, and is a tribute of special significance in that to build it the Dominions 
combined with India and the Mother Country, just as in the building of memorials 
to the British and Irish, Canadians, Australians, New Zealanders, South Africans, 
and Newfoundlanders, India took her part and paid her share of the cost. In a 
special sense, it marks the gratitude of the French nation to defend whose soil 
from German invasion the supreme sacrifice of the Indian Army in France was 
primarily made. It marks French gratitude because the place where it is built is 
French soil, and because from 7 October 1927 France received it into her 
keeping in perpetuity. On the occasion of the memorial unveiling, which was 
unique in the long history of India, a contingent of Indian troops representative of 
the various units engaged, Sikhs, Dogras, and Garhwalis travelled from India 
again in order that they too quite rightly might share in the unveiling and 
rememberance ceremony of their fallen comrades, including their British officers. 
 

 
TOMPSETT, FREDERICK. Private, 139242. 
75th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Central Ontario Regiment). 
Died Saturday 18 November 1916. Aged 39. 
Born Newhaven, Sussex 30 August 1877. Enlisted Toronto, Ontario, Canada. 
Son of Charles and Harriett Tompsett. 
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Husband of Mrs. Annie Mildred Tompsett of 452, Westmorland Avenue, Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada.  
Buried Adanac Military Cemetery, Miraumont, Somme, France. Grave Ref: I. J. 9. 
Commemorated on the Sons of England war memorial which was unveiled at 
1500 hours on Saturday 29 December 1923, and is located on University Avenue 
at Elm Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Frederick is also commemorated on 
page 174 of the Canadian First World War Book of Remembrance. 
At the time of the 1881 census, the Tompsett family resided at 2 Cottage 
Gardens, Chapel Street, Newhaven, Sussex, but by the time of the 1881 census 
the family had moved to Island Wall, Seasalter, Kent. Head of the house was 
Hastings, Sussex native Charles Tompsett who was employed as a Shipwright. 
By the time that Frederick enlisted in the army on 10 September 1915, he had 
resided in Canada for 11 years. When he enlisted Frederick named his wife 
Annie as his next of kin, and also stated that he was a Bricklayer residing at 452 
Westmorland Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Prior to being killed, most of 
Frederick’s time that he spent in action was working as a stretcher bearer.  
 

 
WEBB, ALFRED. Stoker 1st Class, SS/106631. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Broke. 
Died Saturday 21 April 1917. Aged 27. 
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Born Whitstable, Kent 14 September 1889. 
Son of Henry G. Webb and Elizabeth Webb of 1, Pearsons Arms Cottages, 
Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Whitstable Cemetery, Milstrood Road, Whitstable, Kent.  
Grave Ref: E. 58 and 59. 
At the time of the 1901 census the Webb family resided at Beach Alley, 
Whitstable, Kent. Head of the house was 48 year old Whitstable native Henry G. 
Webb, who was employed as an Oyster Dredger. For no other reason than the 
name of the ship on which he was serving on when he lost his life, Alfred has 
been the easiest of the All Saints, Whitstable casualties to access information 
appertaining to his death, it being a famous and well documented naval 
engagement of the Great War, when the Flotilla leader H.M.S. Broke 
accompanied by the destroyer H.M.S. Swift, intercepted and sank the German 
destroyers G42 and G45 on the night of 20/21 April 1917. H.M.S. Broke and 
H.M.S. Swift engaged a force of six German destroyers in the Dover Strait of in 
darkness off the Dutch coast, shortly after the German vessels had shelled both 
the ports and towns of Dover and Calais. H.M.S. Broke torpedoed and sank one 
enemy destroyer, and then quickly rammed another one. The two ships then 
became locked together at which point a number of German seamen boarded the 
Alfred’s ship, but were defeated by the combination of H.M.S. Broke’s ratings use 
of bayonets, and the officers navy cutlasses. Eventually H.M.S. Broke managed 
to disengage from the German destroyer, and then hit another of the enemy 
destroyers with a torpedo and inflicted serious damage on it. The German that 
she had rammed was sinking, and Commander Edward R.G. Evans who was the 
commander of H.M.S. Broke ordered his crew to make towards the stricken 
enemy vessel, and take on board any survivors, but as H.M.S. Broke approached 
her to take off the survivors, the enemy destroyer opened fire as Alfred’s ship 
closed with it to carry out the rescue of the German sailors, the result of which 
was the enemy destroyer was torpedoed and sunk. In addition to Alfred, an 
additional 19 of his ships ratings lost their lives, and their ship was badly 
damaged in the action. As the direct result of the engagement with the enemy 
ships on the night of 20/21 April 1917, Commander Evans was promoted to the 
rank of Captain, and was awarded the Distinguished Service Order. In addition to 
the award to Commander Evans, nine others officers received the Distinguished 
Service Cross, and one the ratings was awarded the Conspicuous Gallantry 
Medal. Although this is a brief tribute Alfred Webb, it would be somewhat remiss 
to make additional, albeit much condensed reference to Alfred’s Captain who for 
good reason is remembered as being (arguably) one of the most memorable 
officers that served in the Dover Patrol during the Great War. 
Commander/Captain Edward Ratcliff G. Evans D.S.O. (1881-1957) always 
carried a penguin mascot nailed to the mast of his destroyer, it being a form of 
rememberance of the time that ha had spent with Captain Robert Falcon Scott’s 
ill-fated Antarctic Expedition. Edward Evans achieved a heroic popular reputation 
both within the Royal Navy, and also amongst the general public following the 
action undertaken on the night of 20/21 April 1917 when he had led the 
successful attack upon the six German destroyers which resulted in the sinking 
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of three. Edward was commissioned into the Royal Navy in 1897, and was 
Second-in-Command of Scott's Antarctic Expedition of 1909.  Following Captain 
Robert Scott's death in 1913, Edward gained international renown for safely 
returning the expedition's survivors home to Great Britain. When the Great War 
commenced in August 1914, Edward Evans held the rank of Commander in the 
Royal Navy, and served onboard H.M.S. Broke in the Dover Patrol, which was 
commanded by another intrepid Antarctic explorer, Admiral Sir Reginald Hugh 
Spencer Bacon, K.C.B., K.C.V.O., D.S.O. (1863-1952). From shortly after the 
naval engagement which cost Alfred Webb his life, his Captain was dubbed 
‘Evans of the Broke’ right up until his death in 1957. 
 
WHITMORE, ALBERT WILLIAM. Private, 33660. 
1st/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Duke of Wellington's (West Riding Regiment). 
147th Brigade, 49th (West Riding) Division. 
Died Thursday 20 June 1918. 
Born Chelsea, London. Enlisted Whitstable, Kent. Resided Herne Bay, Kent. 
Son of Emma Amelia Whitmore of 57, Gordon Road, Herne Bay, Kent, and of the 
late Albert Whitmore. 
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen, 
Belgium. Panel 162A. 
Regrettably, Albert is not commemorated on either the Whitstable, or Herne Bay, 
Kent, civic war memorials.  
At the time of the 1901 census, the Whitmore family resided at 100, Nutbourne 
Street, Paddington, London. Head of the house was 33 year old Marylebone, 
London, native Albert Whitmore (senior), who was employed as a Postman by 
the General Post Office. In addition to Albert (junior) and his parents, his sister 
Elenor only just made it in time to be included on the census, as she was only 
one day old. Elenor later resided with her widowed mother at 5, Reservoir Road, 
Whitstable, Kent, and also at 57, Gordon Road, Herne Bay, Kent. Albert was 
formerly Private, 22510, 30th Training Reserve Battalion, and Private, 89474, 
2nd Battalion, Middlesex Regiment. Albert was aged 17 years and 194 days 
when he enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on 2 November 1916. 
At the time of his enlistment, Albert stated that he resided at 5, Reservoir Road, 
Whitstable, Kent, which was his mother who was his next of kin also resided, and 
he also stated that he was employed as a Carpenter. Following his enlistment, 
Albert was placed on the army reserve until being mobilized at Canterbury on 25 
April 1917, and was posted to the 30th Training Reserve Battalion of 7th Reserve 
Brigade. On the completion of his basic training with the latter battalion; Albert 
was transferred to the 5th (Reserve) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment at 
Gillingham, Kent on 14 December 1917. Albert was transferred to the 2nd 
Battalion, Middlesex Regiment on 26 April 1918, but only four days later he was 
transferred to the 1st/4th (Territorial Force) Battalion, Duke of Wellington's (West 
Riding Regiment), in which he then remained until his death. 
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The Second World War 
1939 – 1945 

 

 
BALL , GEORGE ERIC. D.F.C. Squadron Leader (Pilot), 39842. 
222 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Friday 1 February 1946. Aged 27. 
Born Tankerton, Whitstable, Kent.  
Son of Frank Frederic and Mary Ball. 
Husband of Renee Ball of Tankerton, Kent. 
Buried Exeter Higher Cemetery, St. Mark’s Avenue, Exeter, Devon.  
Grave Ref: Section Z.K. Grave 130. 
A one time resident of Broadstairs, Isle of Thanet, Kent. George had been a pupil 
at Chatham House School, Ramsgate, Isle of Thanet, Kent, from 1931 to 1934 
where he was at one time contemporary of Edward (Ted) Heath, the future 
British Prime Minister. During the evacuation of the British Expeditionary Force 
from mainland Europe in the summer of 1940, whilst serving as a fighter pilot in 
19 Squadron, Royal Air Force, George flew sorties over Dunkirk and the 
surrounding area. Only a few weeks after flying the air cover flights over France, 
George became an ‘ace’ Hurricane pilot, as ‘One of the Few’ during the Battle of 
Britain in 1940, during which time his tally of enemy aircraft was 6, and 1 shared 
which was destroyed and 3 others damaged. In the photograph above when 
George was a Flight Lieutenant, he is on the right along side the more famous 
pilot Douglas Bader, at which time both were members of 242 Squadron, Royal 
Air Force. Amongst the numerous ‘incidents’ involving George during his time 
with 242 Squadron, had included having to make a forced landing at 1245 hours 
on 15 September 1940, whilst flying his Hawker Hurricane V6576, after it had 
been damaged in aerial combat. In January 1941, George was posted to the 
Middle East to serve as a Hurricane pilot in 73 Squadron, Royal Air Force, which 
had ceased its operations in the United Kingdom on 20 October 1940 to prepare 
for its transfer to the Middle East war theatre. 73 Squadrons Hawker Hurricanes 
remained in the Western Desert and Tunisia until June 1943. Unfortunately 
George only spent a few months flying with the Desert Airforce, as on 12 1941 he 
had to make a forced landing behind enemy lines during a sandstorm, and was 
captured. Eventually after a number of moves to various POW locations, George 
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arrived at Stalag Luft III, Sagan, Germany, which is now called Zagan, in Upper 
Silesia, Poland, and spent the rest of the war in captivity. Stalag Luft III where 
George was incarcerated was where the ‘Great Escape’ took place on 24 March 
1944. Following his release and repatriation, George was posted to R.A.F. Exeter 
as the Commanding Officer of 222 Squadron, Royal Air Force. Tragically having 
survived all the traumas which he experienced during the Second World War, 
George was tragically killed in flying accident on 1 February 1946, whilst flying a 
Gloucester Meteor jet fighter from R.A.F. Exeter. The Royal Air Force accorded 
George a full military funeral as befitted his rank, and which was attended by 
many service, ex-service personnel, and members of the local populace when he 
was laid to rest Exeter Higher Cemetery, Devon. 
 
BEECHING, LAURENCE. Lieutenant. 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, H.M.S. Cormorant. 
Died Tuesday 19 August 1941. Aged 31. 
Son of Alfred Charles Nelson Beeching and Flora Beeching (née Nunns). 
Husband of Editha Beeching of Tankerton, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial. Panel 60, Column 2. 
Laurence’s birth was registered in the Blean, Kent, Registration District during 
the second quarter of 1910. Laurence was amongst the 145 service personnel, 
including 22 members of the Womens Royal Naval Service, who perished when 
the 3,255 ton passenger ship SS Aquila was sunk by the German uboat U-201 
during the early hours of 19 August 1941. SS Aquila was the Commodore ship of 
60 year old Vice-Admiral Patrick E. Parker, D.S.O., R.N., who perished when the 
SS Aquila as sunk in Convoy OG-71 en route to Gibraltar from Liverpool. The 
convoy, consisting of twenty three merchant ships and escorted by six corvettes 
and two destroyers, was attacked by German uboats while off the south western 
coast of Ireland. Shortly after midnight the U-204 fired two torpedoes at the 
convoy and hit the destroyer H.M.S. Bath, which was manned by British sailors 
and members of the Royal Norwegian Navy, H.M.S. Bath sank within three 
minutes with the loss of 83 of her crew, 13 of whom were British. At 0406 hours, 
the uboat U-201 which was commanded by 27 year old Oberleutnant zur See, 
Adalbert Schnee, fired a salvo of four torpedoes at the convoy when it was west-
south-west of the Fastnet Rock, and Oberleutnant zur See, Schnee observed two 
detonations on one of the tankers in the convoy, and two further detonations on 
two of the ships beyond the tanker. Although Adalbert Schnee claimed three 
ships sunk, but it was the SS Aquila and the 1,809 ton steamer Ciscar that were 
sunk during the attack, and not the more valuable target of a laden tanker. In 
addition to the Commodore, 4 naval staff members, 58 crew members and 89 
passengers were lost when the SS Aquila sunk less than two minuets after she 
had been torpedoed. The ships Master, six crew members, one naval staff 
member and two passengers were picked up by H.M.S. Wallflower (K44), which 
was commanded by Lieutenant- Commander I.J. Tyson, R.N. and were all later 
landed safely at Gibraltar. Six crew members of the SS Aquila were rescued by 
the Empire Oak, but were subsequently lost when this she was sunk by the 
German uboat U-564 on 22 August 1941. All the 22 members of the Womens 
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Royal Navy Service who died had volunteered for cipher and wireless duties at 
Gibraltar. As a tribute to their memory, a lifeboat named the ‘Aguila Wren’ was 
built, which was launched on 28 June 1952 for use by the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution. Edward Maurice Benjamin, who was a co-trustee of the 
‘Aguila Wrens Memorial Fund,’ and the father of the late 20 year old Chief Wren, 
Cecily Benjamin who was lost on the SS Aquila, presented the lifeboat to the 
R.N.L.I., she was launched at and saw service at Aberystwyth, Wales, until 
February 1965 when she was transferred to Redcar operating from there until 
May 1973. During service she was launched fifty two times and saved thirty six 
lives. On 20 May 1973 ‘Aguila Wren’ was handed over to the Sea Cadet Corps at 
Keadby Lock, Scunthorpe, Lincolnshire, where she completed her useful life. 
Normally when Lifeboats reach the end of their active service they are sold 
without name or livery. In the case the ‘Aguila Wren’ she retained her R.N.L.I 
colours and also her name, in order to preserve the memorial to the 22 Wrens 
who lost their lives on 19 August 1941. During the Great War Laurence’s father 
had initially served as a Squadron Quartermaster Serjeant in the East Kent 
Yeomanry, then as a Serjeant in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), prior to being 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the Labour Corps on 29 April 1918. In 
addition to being awarded the 1914-15 Star, British War Medal, and Victory 
Medal, Alfred Beeching was also the recipient of the Territorial Efficiency Medal; 
the latter medal was probably because the years spent in war counts double 
towards the 12 years service required for the medal. At the time of formally 
submitting his request for his war medals on 15 August 1920, Alfred resided at 
Rondale, Clare Road, Whitstable, Kent.  
 
BISSON, ALBERT JAMES GEORGE. Pilot Officer, 41774. 
8 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Saturday 10 August 1940. Aged 25 
Son of the late Bombadier Albert Frederick Bisson, Royal Garrison Artillery, who 
was killed in action on Saturday 27 October 1917, and of Kitty Maud Bisson (née 
Goldsack). 
Commemorated on the Alamein Memorial, Egypt. Column 239. 
Albert’s late father is one of the casualties who are commemorated on the All 
Saints, Whitstable, Great War memorial plaque. Albert was granted a Short-
Service commission (on Probation) in the Royal Air Force, effective from 29 
March 1939. Albert was the pilot of Blenheim bomber L8506 which took off from 
R.A.F. Khormaksar, Aden, at 1320 hours, in company with two other of his 
squadrons Blenheims, to take part in an attack on advancing Italian forces during 
‘Operation Dhubbato,’ which was during ‘The Battle of Tug Argan,’ Somaliland 
Protectorate, East Africa, that fought from 10 August 1940 to15 August 1940. Up 
until the day when Albert died, his squadron hade made a number of spasmodic 
attacks on the Italian troops, who were advancing virtually unopposed.  By 10 
August the Italians had reached the Tug Argan Pass, where they had camped on 
the western side opposite the British position on Observation Hill.  Although they 
were heavily outnumbered by the enemy forces, it was at the Tug Argan Pass  
that the British intended make a stand and stem the Italian advance.  In a ground 
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support role at the Tug Argan Pass, the flight of 8 Squadron, Royal Air Force 
Blenheims attacked the Italian positions.  They flew low over the target area 
though no troops were seen; possibly they were hidden under thick bush. On 
returning to drop their bombs they were attacked by fighters both front and rear.  
During the mêlée which then ensued, the Blenheim formation was completely 
split, and when the number two eventually managed to shake off his attacker and 
returned home, he was surprised to find that he had been reported to have been 
shot down in flames.  Later the same day, the Commanding Officer of 8 
Squadron, led two other Blenheims, one of which (L8506) was Albert’s, out to the 
Tug Argan Pass where they bombed some camouflaged enemy lorries. There 
was an unfortunate incident on the return journey when the aircraft were flying in 
echelon because of the low sun. The Commanding Officer flying as the leader 
made a small navigational turn into the formation, but possibly due to the position 
of the sun, Albert (number three) did not drop down, and temporarily lost sight of 
the other two aircraft when he put on bank. Resultant of the errors the number 
two Blenheim, flown by 25 year old Flying Officer, Aubrey Curtis, of Yamba, New 
South Wales, Australia pulled into Albert’s bomber, and both aircraft plummeted 
out of control into the Gulf of Aden, approximately 16 miles to the south of Aden. 
There were no survivors from the collision, and all six airman are who lost their 
lives are commemorated on the Alamein Memorial. The third section of aircraft 
which took part later the same day attacked a gun position in the same area of 
the Tug Argan Pass, and the army observation post was able to submit a report 
confirming that a considerable damage had been achieved on a number of 
enemy positions. 
 
BLACKBOURN , BERESFORD LIONEL. Flight Lieutenant, 86649. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 10 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Friday 21 November 1942. 
Buried Fayid War Cemetery, Egypt. Grave Ref: 1. B. 21.  
Unfortunately, Beresford has proved to be one of the more difficult Second World 
War casualties, on whom to add any useful additional information appertaining to 
his family etcetera. Having checked various data sources, it would appear that 
Beresford was a son of Lionel A, Blackbourn, and Lilian Blackbourn (née Short), 
who had married in the Wandsworth, London, Registration District during the first 
quarter of 1917. Beresford’s birth was registered in the Blean, Kent, Registration 
District during the first quarter of 1920. Additional checks revealed that The 
Blackbourn family had resided at 4, Tyndale Park, Herne Bay, Kent, and later at 
Hilltop cottage, Herne Bay. It was also noted that the business title and address 
for Lionel A, Blackbourn prior to the Second World War had been, “L. A. 
Blackbourn & Sons (Solicitors), P.O. Chambers, 105 High Street, Herne Bay, 
Kent. Possibly Beresford had been a Solicitor prior to his wartime service. 
Another ‘problem’ faced when attempting to compile even the barest tribute to 
Beresford has been his Commonwealth War Graves Commemoration details. As 
can be seen above Beresford is commemorated as serving as a member of 10 
Squadron, Royal Air Force at the time of his death, and that he is at rest at Fayid 
War Cemetery, Egypt. Doubtless the later details re cemetery etcetera are 
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exactly right, but it would appear to a layman such as the transcriber of these 
brief commemorations, that either Beresford’s squadron details are incorrect, or 
that he lost his life after having been posted to a squadron serving in North 
Africa, but died prior to arriving at same. As Beresford has a headstone that 
shows his name and other details, as opposed to being that of an unidentified 
casualty, or named on a memorial having been lost on land, sea, or air, it might 
be indicative not having been added to another squadron’s roll of officers’ 
strength. In 1937 until 8 July 1940, No. 10 Squadron, Royal Air Force was based 
at R.A.F. Dishforth, Thirsk, North Yorkshire, equipped Whitley aircraft. As part of 
No.4 Group in Bomber Command, from R.A.F. Dishforth the squadron then 
moved to R.A.F. Leeming where it continued to fly the Whitley’s until December 
1941 when the squadron was equipped with Halifax bombers, and remained at 
R.A.F. Leeming until another move was made on 19 August 1942, on that 
occasion going to R.A.F. Melbourne, Yorkshire, twelve miles south east of the 
city of York, and six miles west of Market Weighton. The base was a No.4 Group 
Bomber Command station which had opening in 1940, and was one of the few to 
be fitted with FIDO, the fog dispersal system based on burning petrol which was 
installed in January 1944. The addition of FIDO made R.A.F. Melbourne and 
ideal place to land when the Vale of York was fog bound. 10 Squadron, Royal Air 
was the only bomber squadron to be based at R.A.F. Melbourne, and flew 300 
raids with the loss of 128 Halifax bombers whilst operating as part of the main 
force for the remainder of the war. As part of No 4 Group, the squadron was 
transferred to Transport Command on 1 May 1945, initially using its Halifax 
bombers to carry out its duties, but from August 1945 the far more suitable 
Dakota aircraft replaced the bombers, and the squadron was then moved to 
serve in India in October, where it remained on transport duties until being 
disbanded on 20 December 1947. As far as it has been possible to ascertain, 10 
Squadron, Royal Air Force carried out all of it bombing missions primarily from 
the three R.A.F. stations in England, and never saw active service in North Africa 
or the Middle East. 
 
BRADLEY , ERIC GEORGE. Pilot Officer (Wireless Operator/Air Gunner), 52928. 
158 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Friday 26 November 1943. Aged 26. 
Son of George and Nellie Tradewell Bradley (née Amos) of Tankerton, Kent. 
Buried Durnbach War Cemetery, Gmund am Tegernsee, Bayern, Germany. 
Grave Ref: Collective grave 2. G. 19-25. 
Eric’s birth was registered in the Camberwell, London, Registration District in the 
third quarter of 1917. Eric was one of the seven crew of Halifax bomber JD265  
NP-G which was flown by 24 year old Flight Sergeant (Pilot), Raymond G. 
Vincent of Chepstow, Monmouthshire, Wales. The bomber took off at 1746 hours 
on 26 November 1943 from R.A.F. Lissett, Yorkshire, where the squadron was 
based from February 1943 to May 1945. Eric’s bomber was taking part in a 
diversionary raid on Stuttgart, Germany, which was carried out by 157 Halifax 
and 21 Lancaster bombers. The bombing carried out during the raid was very 
scattered and caused little structural damage, but as had been intended, it did 
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contribute to the much larger bombing raid on Berlin, by ensuring that part of the 
night-fighter force was drawn off from the Berlin operation. 6 of the Halifax 
bombers were lost, including Eric’s, which at approximately 2300 hours crashed 
astride a house at Deidesheimer Strasse 57, Käfertal, in the northern suburbs of 
Mannheim. All of the bombers crew were initially buried locally at Käfertal, since 
which time their graves have been removed to the Durnbach War Cemetery and 
laid to rest together. 443 Lancasters and 7 Mosquitos flew to Berlin, and both the 
Berlin and Stuttgart, forces flew a common route over Northern France, and on 
nearly to Frankfurt, Germany before diverging. The German controllers thought 
that Frankfurt was the main target until a late stage, and several bombers were 
shot down as they flew past Frankfurt. Only a few night-fighters appeared over 
Berlin, where flak was the main danger, but the scattered condition of the bomber 
stream at Berlin meant that bombers were caught by fighters off track on the 
return flight, and the casualties continually mounted. 28 Lancasters were lost 
during the raid, and 14 more Lancasters crashed in England. The weather was 
clear over Berlin but, after their long approach flight from the south, unfortunately 
the Pathfinders marked an area some 6 to 7 miles north-west of the city centre 
and most aircraft bombed there. Because of Berlin’s overall size however, most 
of the bombing still fell within the actual city boundaries, and particularly on the 
semi-industrial suburb of Reinickendorf; smaller amounts of bombing fell in the 
centre and in the Siemensstadt, which was the only part of Berlin where a self-
contained industrial suburb developed with factory premises, residential areas 
and supply facilities. (with many electrical factories), and Tegel districts. The 
Berlin Zoo was heavily bombed on the night of the raid. Although many of the 
animals had been evacuated to zoos in other parts of Germany, the bombing 
killed most of the remainder. Several large and dangerous animals such as 
leopards, panthers, jaguars, and apes, escaped and had to be hunted and shot 
in the streets of Berlin. 
 
BUNN, GODFREY FREDERICK WILLIAM. Bombadier, 2027675. 
5 Searchlight Regiment, Royal Artillery. 
Died Wednesday 24 November 1943. Aged 33. 
Born and resided South East London. 
Son of Frederick and Alice Bunn. 
Husband of Doreen Mary Bunn of Plumstead, London. 
Buried Thanbyuzayat War Cemetery, Myanmar. Grave Ref: B6. W. 13. 
Godfrey’s birth was registered in the Lewisham Registration District in the second 
quarter of 1910. A pre war member of the Royal Artillery, and Royal Engineers, 
Godfrey’s army number is indicative of him having initially been a member of the 
Royal Engineers. Godfrey’s birth was registered in the Lewisham Registration 
District during the second quarter of 1910. 5 Searchlight Regiment, Royal 
Artillery was formed in Singapore in May 1941, and was part of Malaya 
Command. With the fall of Singapore to the Japanese Army on 15 February 
1942, Godfrey’s regiment was captured, several of his comrades died on the 
Japanese transport ships, and many more like Godfrey died during the 
construction of the notorious Burma-Siam railway. Thanbyuzayat War Cemetery 
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where Godfrey is at rest was created by the Army Graves Service who 
transferred to it all graves along the northern section of the Burma-Siam railway, 
between Moulmein and Nieke. There are now 3,149 Commonwealth and 621 
Dutch burials of the Second World War in the cemetery. Built by Commonwealth, 
Dutch and American prisoners of war, the Burma-Siam railway was a Japanese 
project driven by the need for improved communications to support the large 
Japanese army in Burma. During its construction, approximately 13,000 
prisoners of war died and were buried along the railway. An estimated 80,000 to 
100,000 civilians also died in the course of the project. 
 
COTTINGHAM, JOHN WILLIAM. Air Raid Warden. 
Died Sunday 20 October 1940. Aged 67. 
John died at his home; 3 Orchard Close, Kingsdown Park, Tankerton, Kent. 
 

 
CURREY, REGINALD FRANCIS RAYMOND. Captain, S/52451. 
1 Base Supply Depot, Royal Army Service Corps. 
Died Monday 17 June 1940. Aged 33. 
Born Hull, Yorkshire. Resided Hampshire. 
Son of the Reverend Reginald Henry Arthur Currey, M.A., and Elizabeth Currey 
of Quarley Rectory, Hampshire. 
Husband of Hilda Isobel Currey of Finchley, Middlesex. 
Commemorated on the Dunkirk Memorial, Nord, France. Column 132, as shown 
above. 
Reginald’s birth was registered in the Sculcoates, East Riding Yorkshire 
Registration District in the second quarter of 1907. Pre war member of the Royal 
Army Service Corps. Reginald was amongst those lost in the sinking of H.M.T. 
Lancastria. Contrary to the popular belief which now seems to prevail in some 
quarters, the evacuation of the British and French troops from France in 1940 did 
not end with the Dunkirk evacuations. British and French forces were still being 
rescued at least two weeks later when Britain’s worst maritime disaster of the 
Second World War took place. On Monday 17 June 1940, the 16,000 ton Cunard 
liner which was in use as a troopship, the H.M.T. Lancastria lay approximately 
five miles off St Nazaire, France in the estuary of the River Loire, and was 
embarking soldiers, Royal Air Force personnel, and also civilian refugees 
including women and children, all of whom were being evacuated from France, 
when the country was on the verge of collapse. The exact numbers onboard the 
ship will almost certainly never be known, but probably exceeded 6000; although 
some commentators have estimated the casualty number as high as 9000, but 
that figure is almost certainly wild speculation, The H.M.T. Lancastria was 
attacked and hit by bombs from German Junkers Ju 88 aircraft which were 
probably of KG 30, which caused her to roll over and sink within twenty minutes. 
Although it is not known for certain which Luftwaffe formation the bombers 
belong to, or even for certain exactly what type of aircraft they were, but the 
general consensus has been that they were Ju 88s. Aircraft of II./ KG 30 who 
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exclusively flew Junkers Ju 88 aircraft, are known to have been attacking 
shipping in the estuary of the River Loire, at the time of the loss of H.M.T. 
Lancastria. 
 
DAVEY, TREVOR EDWARD. Sergeant, 2189607. 
“B” Squadron, 1st Wing, Glider Pilot Regiment, Army Air Corps. 
Died Monday 25 September 1944. Aged 23. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Hector Frederick Townsend Davey and Alice May Davey. 
Husband of Joan Edna Davey of Rochester, Kent. 
Buried Arnhem Oosterbeek War Cemetery, Gelderland, Netherlands.  
Grave Ref: 3. A. 11. 
Trevor lost his life during the Battle of Arnhem in Holland, “Operation Market 
Garden.” Trevor’s primary role during the ill-fated but heroic operation was as the 
Co-Pilot of Horsa Glider No. Cn 876. He was killed in action near the old church 
at Kneppelhoutweg, Oosterbeek, during the withdrawal of the remnants of his 
division across the lower Rhine. Fellow unit member and Whitstable casualty 
Howard Powell, is at rest very close to Trevor and has the grave 3. A. 3. 
 
DE BAUGHN, ALFRED JOHN. Chief Officer. 
Merchant Navy, S.S. Empire Lytton (Middlesbrough). 
Died Saturday 9 January 1943. Aged 32. 
Born 7 June 1910. 
Son of Albert Percy and Ethel de Baughn. 
Husband of Winifred Gertrude de Baughn of Canterbury, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial, London. Panel 43, and on the 
Burgess Hill, Sussex, civic war memorial.  
At 0727 hours on 9 January 1943 the German uboat U-442, which was 
commanded by 36 year old Korvettenkapitän, Hans-Joachim Hesse, attacked the 
convoy TM-1 to the west of the Canary Islands, Korvettenkapitän Hesse claimed 
that resultant of his attack, that he had hit two of the tankers in the convoy. Later 
it was deduced that in fact only one torpedo had hit the S.S. Empire Lytton, which 
was commanded by Master John William Andrews. Alfred and 12 other crew 
members, plus a D.EM.S. gunner were lost when their tanker was attacked. 
Master John William Andrews, 30 crew members and three of the D.E.M.S 
gunners were picked up by the Flower class corvette, H.M.S. Saxifrage (K 04) 
which was commanded by Lieutenant N.L. Knight, and landed safely at Gibraltar. 
The Havant class destroyer H.M.S. Havelock (88), which was commanded by 
Commander Richard C. Boyle D.S.C., R.N. later failed to sink the burning wreck 
of Alfred’s tanker with gunfire. At 1450 hours later the same day the U-442 found 
the drifting tanker and torpedoed her again, but the tanker remained afloat and 
only sank after a further torpedo hit her at 1938 hours. Convoy TM-1 suffered 
severe losses, as the result of attacks by German uboats during its passage to 
the Mediterranean from the West Indies. Having celebrated his birthday on 18 
January, Hans-Joachim Hesse was promoted to the rank of Fregattenkapitän on 
1 February 1943. On 12 February 1943, Fregattenkapitän Hesse perished with 
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his crew of 47 (all hands lost), to the west of Cape St. Vincent, Portugal, when 
the U-442 was sunk by depth charges dropped from a  Hudson bomber of 48 
Squadron, R.A.F. Coastal Command. 
 
FINCH, GEORGE HERBERT. D.F.C. Squadron Leader, J/11101. 
Royal Canadian Air Force. 
Died Saturday 17 March 1945. Aged 21. 
Son of the Reverend Canon, William John Finch and of Mrs. Finch (née Walker) 
of Birtle Rectory, Manitoba, Canada. 
Commemorated on the Alamein Memorial, Egypt. Column 283, and on page 514 
of the Canadian Second World War Book of Remembrance. 
Originally George was reported as “Missing believed killed on Active Service,” 
but in May 1946, for official purposes he was assumed to have been “Killed on 
Active Service” on Saturday 17 March 1945. Before he was officially accepted as 
having lost his life, George was one of the casualties who were commemorated 
in the Alberta newspaper the ‘Lethbridge Herald’ on 18 October 1945.  
 
FINCH, RONALD JOHN. Flight Sergeant (Pilot), 931408. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 214 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Wednesday 4 June 1942. Aged 22. 
Son of Edward Peter and Elsie Emma Finch (née Cadman) of Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Becklingen War Cemetery, Soltau, Niedersachsen, Germany.  
Grave Ref: Collective grave 14. B. 4-8. 
Ronald was the pilot of a Stirling bomber W7537 BU-H which had been delivered 
to 214 Squadron, Royal Air Force on 16 May 1942. On Wednesday 4 June 1942 
John took off from R.A.F. Stradishall, Newmarket, Suffolk, the Stirling being 
amongst 170 aircraft of various types that were dispatched on the first large raid 
to the city of Bremen, Germany since October 1941. A total of 11 aircraft were 
lost on the raid, which were 4 Wellingtons, 2 Halifaxes, 2 Lancasters, 2 Stirlings, 
and 1 Manchester. Crews later reported at the debriefing, only indifferent 
bombing results, but Bremen recorded this as a heavy attack, the results of 
which exceeded all previous raids. Housing areas were heavily hit with 6 streets 
affected by serious fires. Damage to the U-boat construction yards and the 
Focke-Wulf factory is described as 'of no importance' but there were hits in the 
harbour area which damaged a pier, some warehouses and the destroyer Z-25. 
With 83 people dead, 29 seriously and 229 slightly injured, this would turn out to 
be Bremen's third heaviest casualty toll of the Second World War. Both of the two 
Stirling bombers that failed to return from the raid on Bremen, were both of 214 
Squadron, Royal Air Force based at R.A.F. Stradishall. Ronald’s aircraft was shot 
down by a Luftwaffe night-fighter from 11./NJG2, and crashed at Süstedt, 
approximately 16 miles south-south-east of Bremen. Those killed are buried in 
Becklingen War Cemetery, which was chosen for the position on a hillside 
overlooking Luneburg Heath, where Field-Marshal Montgomery accepted the 
German surrender from Admiral Doenitz on 4 May 1945. Burials were brought 
into the cemetery from isolated sites in the countryside, small German 
cemeteries and prisoner of war camps cemeteries, including the Fallingbostel 
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cemetery, within a radius of about 50 miles. Unlike Ronald and the four members 
of his crew who are at rest with him, most of those buried in the cemetery died 
during the last two months of the war. Fortunately three members of the bombers 
crew survived the crash at Süstedt, all of whom became prisoners of war.  
 
FISHER, JOHN FRANCIS. M.B., B.S. (Lond.). Captain, 128654. 
Royal Army Medical Corps, attached to the Royal Artillery. 
Died 26/27 April 1941. Aged 35. 
Born London. Resided Kent. 
Son of Frank John Fisher and of Nina Fisher (née Weber) of Whitstable, Kent.  
Commemorated on the Athens Memorial, Greece. Face 9. 
John’s birth was registered in the Edmonton, London, Registration District during 
the last quarter of 1906. John was initially officially posted as missing, but it was 
subsequently learned by the British authorities that he had died at sea. 
 

 
FOGG, LESLIE ROBERT. Leading Seaman, C/JX 143927. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Achates. 
Died Friday 25 July 1941.  
Son of Lieutenant-Commander William Fogg, R.N. (Retd.) (1884-1970), and of 
Beatrice Martha Fogg (née Browning), of Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 41, Column 3, as shown 
above. 
While taking position in the screen of the carriers preparing to launch an air strike 
against Kirkenes/Petsamo, H.M.S. Achates, commanded by Lieutenant-
Commander Viscount Jocelyn, R.N., was mined and severely damaged off the 
Seidisfjord, Iceland. As the result of the damaged sustained when she was 
mined, H.M.S. Achates was under repair until the middle of March 1942. Leslie’s 
birth was registered in the Blean, Kent Registration District during the last quarter 
of 1919, and he was a brother of the next casualty briefly commemorated below. 
The Fogg brothers father William, was born on 26 January 1884 and had enlisted 
in the Royal Navy in 1899. Prior to his enlistment in the Royal Navy, William had 
been an Apprentice Sailmaker to George Henry Goldfinch of Whitstable. As part 
of his service during the inter war years, in 1937 at the time of the Spanish Civil 
War, William was appointed sea observing officer on the staff of observers on the 
International Board appointed to maintain non-intervention in the conflict. At the 
commencement of the Second World War, having risen to the rank of Lieutenant 
Commander, William was posted to Hong Kong, in order for him to take 
command of the harbour boom defences there. When Hong Kong fell to the 
Japanese forces on Christmas Day 1941, William was taken prisoner, and later 
endured appalling conditions whilst in captivity. It was something of a cruel irony 
that his son William (junior), who also was treaded badly whilst a prisoner of the 
Japanese, and who is the next casualty briefly commemorated below, died in 
captivity and that Lieutenant-Commander Fogg survived the Second World War. 
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FOGG, WILLIAM CHARLES. Petty Officer, C/JX131350. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Encounter. (H10). 
Died Thursday 26 July 1945. Aged 33. 
Son of Lieutenant-Commander William Fogg, R.N. (Retd.) (1884-1970), and of 
Beatrice Martha Fogg (née Browning), of Whitstable, Kent.  
Buried Ambon War Cemetery, Indonesia. Grave Ref: 31. A. 12. 
On 1 March 1942, H.M.S. Encounter escorted the damaged Royal Navy cruiser 
H.M.S. Exeter on passage to Colombo, Ceylon, along with the U.S. destroyer 
Pope, when they encountered a force comprised of four Japanese cruisers and 
three destroyers. William’s ship laid smoke screen after H.M.S. Exeter was hit by 
shellfire from Japanese cruisers, but H.M.S. Exeter later sank after being hit by 
torpedo. H.M.S. Exeter then came under attack and sustained major damage 
which ruptured fuel supply system, and with the ship disabled without electric 
power needed to control main armament, reluctantly William’s ship was scuttled 
by her own crew having being damaged by gunfire from the Japanese heavy 
cruisers Ashigara and Myoko in the Java Sea. Most of the crew were taken 
prisoner by the Japanese, 37 of whom like William died in captivity. The 
cemetery where William is at rest was constructed on the site of a former camp 
for Australian, British and Dutch prisoners of war, some of whom had been 
transferred from Java in 1943, and many of those buried in it died in captivity. 
 
FOREMAN, FRANK HENRY. Private, 6288323. 
4th Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
Died 23/24 October 1943. Aged 36. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Husband of Edith Minnie Foreman of Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Athens Memorial, Greece. Face 5. 
Pre war member of The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
On 23 October 1943, Frank’s battalion was rushed to the docks at Alexandria, 
Egypt and boarded two destroyers, one of which was the 1405 ton Royal Navy 
destroyer H.M.S. Eclipse, commanded by Commander E. Mack, D.S.O, D.S.C, 
R.N. After taking the soldiers and their equipment aboard, both of the destroyers 
departed at speed heading for the beleaguered island of Leros, Greece, and 
were in fact the last infantry battalion to be sent to bolster the island’s defences, 
with the neighbouring island of Kos having already fallen to the Germans. At 
around midnight when she was off the island of Kalymnos, Greece, H.M.S. 
Eclipse carrying the battalion mortar platoon, ‘A’ company and part of the H.Q. 
Company, detonated a mine under her forward boiler room, instantaneously 
setting the ships fuel tanks ablaze. Following the explosion the damaged 
destroyer immediately took on a heavy list and broke in two, spilling burning fuel 
into the sea, and within three minutes she sank. There was sadly a heavy loss of 
life resultant from her sinking, of the 200 Buffs on board 135 perished along with 
an equal number of naval personnel. Despite being engaged in numerous 
actions, the sinking of H.M.S. Eclipse resulted in the largest loss of life amongst 
the 4th Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment) on any given date 
throughout the duration of the Second World War.  
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FRIEND, JOHN WALLACE. Sub-Lieutenant (A). 
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, H.M.S. Victorious. (R38). 
831 Squadron, Fleet Air Arm. 
Died Sunday 28 May 1944. Aged 20. 
Son of Wallace George and Lottie Friend (née Baker) of Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Whitstable Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: Section 3H. Grave 80. 
John’s birth was registered in the Blean, Kent Registration District during the third 
quarter of 1924. 831 Squadron, Fleet Air Arm in which John served, was formed 
in April 1941 as a torpedo spotter reconnaissance Albacore squadron, embarking 
on H.M.S. Indomitable for Jamaica in October 1941, the ship then sailing to Cape 
Town, Port Sudan and Java transporting 50 Royal Air Force Hurricanes. The 
squadron remained at China Bay and Ratmalana until February 1942 and then 
embarked on H.M.S. Indomitable, and took part in the invasion of Madagascar in 
June 1942. Following the damage inflicted on H.M.S. Indomitable by enemy 
attacks during the Malta convoys, the squadron disembarked at Crail, Scotland, 
in August 1942, whilst the ship sailed on to the United States of America for 
repairs. In December 1942 a few Barracuda I were added to the Albacores of the 
squadron, but John’s squadron was later re-equipped entirely with 12 Barracuda 
II’s in May 1943, whilst it was based at Lee-on-Solent, Hampshire. In November 
1943 the squadron joined No 52 TBR Wing along with 829 squadron at 
Machrihanish, Campbeltown, Argyllshire, Scotland, undertaking DLT from H.M.S. 
Victorious in February 1944. The ship on which John was serving at the time of 
his death was a 29,500 ton Illustrious class aircraft carrier, which was built by 
Vickers Armstrong at Newcastle-Upon-Tyne. She was launched on 14 
September 1939 shortly after the commencement of the Second World War, but 
was not commissioned until 14 May 1941, due to the urgent need for more Royal 
Navy escort vessels for service in the Battle of the Atlantic, to help counter the 
uboat menace. Following her commissioning H.M.S. Victorious played a part in 
several important naval actions and operations with the Royal Navy, and was 
loaned to the United States Navy for a brief period in 1943, and served in the 
naval operations of south west Pacific as "USS Robin." John’s ship and his 
squadron also contributed to attacks on the German battleships Bismarck and 
the Tirpitz. On the day of John’s death, a planned shipping strike on the Tirpitz  
codenamed ‘Operation Tiger Claw’ was attack abandoned due to the prevailing 
weather over the intended target. Despite the cancellation of ‘Operation Tiger 
Claw’ there were four fatalities amongst 831 Squadron, Fleet Air Arm aircrew 
personnel, one of whom was John. Following the elimination of the German 
naval threat, it allowed for the redeployment of H.M.S. Victorious, first to the 
Eastern Fleet based at Colombo, Ceylon, and then to serve in the Pacific once 
again where she took part in the final actions of the Second World War against 
Japan. Almost thirty years after being built, surplus to requirements H.M.S. 
Victorious was eventually scrapped in July 1969. 
 
FYNN, WALTER FREDERICK. Master. 
Merchant Navy, M.V. San Arcadio (London). 
Died Saturday 31 January 1942. Aged 41. 



 

 46 

Son of Captain Walter Fynn, Merchant Navy, and Allbrey Annie Fynn. 
Husband of Alice Hilda Fynn of Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial, London. Panel 91. 
The San Arcadio was a 7,419 ton British Motor Tanker which was built in 1935 by 
Harland & Wolff Ltd, Govan, Scotland, for the Eagle Oil & Shipping Company. On 
the 31 January 1942, when she was on a homeward bound passage from 
Houston, Walter’s ship was torpedoed in the late afternoon when it was north of 
Bermuda, by a Type IX B German uboat U-107, which was commanded by 26 
year old ‘uboat ace’ Oberleutnant zur See, Harald Gelhaus, who was a native of 
Göttingen. The M.V. San Arcadio was laden with 6600 tons of gas oil and 3300 
tons of lubricating oil, when she sank with the loss of Walter and 41 of his crew 
members including 18 year old Cadet, Victor Pitt who is also commemorated at 
Whitstable. The 9 survivors from the M.V. San Arcadio were later picked up by a 
U.S. Navy Flying boat from VP-74 Squadron, and all were subsequently safely 
landed at Bermuda. Walter’s ship was amongst the 42 vessels that were either 
sunk or damaged by the U-107, and she was one of three sunk by 
Kapitänleutnant, Harald Gelhaus, during his uboats fifth active war patrol which 
commenced on 7 January 1942, from Lorient, and where the U-107 arrived back 
on 7 March 1942 after eight and a half weeks at sea. In addition to the M.V. San 
Arcadio, on 6 February 1942 Harald Gelhaus sank the 3,431 ton American ship  
Major Wheeler, and on 21 February 1942 he damaged the 10,068 ton Norwegian 
ship Egda, from convoy ON-65. Of the  42 allied vessels that were either sunk or 
damaged by the U-107, 20 of them were whilst Harald Gelhaus was in command, 
and the M.V. San Arcadio was his second victim. Awarded the Knights Cross for 
his exploits, and promoted to Kapitänleutnant on 1 April 1942, after the Second 
World War Harald Gelhaus spent three months as a prisoner of the Allies, and 
died on 2 December 1997, aged 82. 
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GARROD, JOHN ROBERT. Lieutenant. 
25th Kent (Post Office) Battalion, Home Guard. 
Died Sunday 5 November 1944. Aged 42. 
Son of John Robert and Florence Garrod. 
Husband of Bertha Garrod (née Smith) of Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried All Saints Churchyard, Whitstable, Kent.  
Grave Ref: Section 3. Row K. Grave 7. 
John lost his life when an apparently blind (dud) mortar bomb exploded his 
battalion was training at Blackstone Ranges, Reculver, Kent, as did Lieutenant 
Lewin Alfred Palmer, and Second Lieutenant John Spellen from the same 
battalion. John Spellen’s 26 year old daughter Eileen Margaret Spellen, who was 
a serving Sister in the Queen Alexandra's Imperial Military Nursing Service was 
also killed in the explosion. Father and daughter share the same grave, Section 
IIR. Joint grave 29, at Herne Bay Cemetery, Kent. Mrs. Jessie Gertrude Spellen 
who died on 24 June 1971, aged 82, is at rest with her husband and daughter. 
 
GARSTIN, PATRICK BANNISTER. M.C. Captain, 95531. 
2nd Battalion, Royal Ulster Rifles. 
Attached to "D" Squadron, 1st Special Air Service Regiment, Army Air Corps. 
Died Wednesday 9 August 1944. Aged 25. 
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Born India. Resided Asia. 
Son of the late Captain Richard Hart Garstin. C.B.E., R.N.V.R. and of Mrs Mary 
Amelia Garstin. 
Husband of Susan Nicola Garstin (née Beresford-Jones) of Canterbury, Kent. 
Buried Marissel French National Cemetery, Beauvais, L'Oise, France.  
Grave Ref: Grave 325.  
In early 1944 the 1st and 2nd SAS Regiments returned to the United Kingdom 
and joined a newly formed SAS Brigade of the Army Air Corps. The other units in 
the Brigade comprised two French SAS Regiments (3rd and 4th) and one 
Belgium Independent Parachute Company (5th). The Brigade was at the 
forefront of the action with the Normandy landings in June 1944, serving behind 
the enemy lines in jeeps assisting the French Resistance, as well as in support of 
Allied Armed Forces. Patrick was taken prisoner on 4 July 1944, and was later 
executed by the Germans in a wood near Beauvais, France, on 9 August 1944. 
On 4 July 1944, Patrick led a 12 man SAS team which was dropped near La 
Ferte-Allais in France as part of ‘Operation Gain.’ He was under orders to destroy 
grounded Luftwaffe aircraft which were located at various airfields around the 
Paris area, beginning at Etampes. A group of members of the French Resistance 
was expecting Patrick and his men prior to the drop, and they had promised to 
render as much assistance as possible to the SAS team, whilst it remained in 
France for approximately a month engaged on various sabotage operations. 
Unfortunately, and unbeknown to the SAS contacts in the French Resistance, 
someone in Paris had been caught trying to sell a parachute, and after being 
interrogated had revealed to the Germans of the forth coming parachute drop 
near La Ferte-Allais. When Patrick and the 11 other members of his team landed, 
9 of them were captured by the enemy, but 3 managed to evade capture. Those 
who had been captured were interrogated at the infamous Gestapo complex at 
Ave Foch in Paris, by Herr Dr. Schmidt and the SS, and were kept there until the 
9 August 1944. They were then dressed in civilian clothes and put in the back of 
a truck; they were told that they would be taken to Switzerland as part of a 
prisoner of war exchange program. When they got to Noailles near Fayel, the 
truck drove around for a short time. Eventually the prisoners were taken out into 
the woods, and made to line up in front of a German firing squad. Whilst Dr. 
Schmidt was fussing about preparing the sentence, one of the prisoners named 
Serge Vaculik let out a piercing scream as he charged the startled Germans, and 
a fight then ensued. The SAS men scattered but 5 including Patrick were shot, 
and all were initially buried at the Château de Parisis Fontaine, near Fayel. Later 
the murdered soldiers of "D" Squadron, 1st Special Air Service Regiment, Army 
Air Corps, were moved to the Marissel French National Cemetery, Beauvais, 
where the four other ranks who died with Patrick, share a grave next to his. Two 
of the intended execution victims managed to escape, including Serge Vaculik 
who survived the Second World War, and in 1947 he gave evidence at a British 
War Crimes Court against some of the Germans who murdered Patrick and his 
men. In 1953 Serge wrote of his wartime experiences in his book ‘Beret Rouge,’ 
(Red Beret), in which he wrote a detailed account of ‘Operation Gain,’ which cost 
the lives of two brave men commemorated at Whitstable, Kent. Following his 
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murder, Patrick’s unit continued to serve with great distinction through Belgium, 
Holland and Germany until the end of the Second World War. After the war a 
memorial was erected near to where Patrick and his comrades were killed, and it 
is  inscribed with the names of PATRICK GARSTIN, THOMAS JAMES BARKER, 
THOMAS VAREY, JOSEPH WALKER, and WILLIAM PEARSON YOUNG. 
Patrick’s late father is the next casualty who is briefly commemorated below. 
 
GARSTIN, RICHARD HART. C.B.E. Captain (Commodore 2nd Class). 
Royal Naval Reserve, H.M.S. Eaglet II. 
Died Tuesday 27 October 1942. Aged 56. 
Son of the Reverend William Fitzroy Garstin and Catheline Emily Garstin  (née 
Hamilton). 
Husband of Mary Amelia Garstin of Tankerton, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Liverpool Naval Memorial. Panel 1, Column 1. 
Richard served in the Royal Indian Navy from 1907, but during the Great War, 
Richard he served with the army rank of a Major (Temporary Lieutenant-Colonel) 
in the Royal Engineers, Inland Waterways Transport (Mesopotamia), which had 
resulted in him being awarded the O.B.E. “For distinguished service in 
connection with military operations in Mesopotamia.” On 1 February 1935, 
Richard retired from the Royal Indian Navy with the rank of Captain. In the 
Second World War he served a Commodore in the Royal Naval Reserve, 
Commodore of Ocean Convoys, and awarded the C.B.E. “For distinguished 
services in the Persian Gulf Operation Countenance involved an Anglo-Soviet 
invasion of Iran to secure the oil fields and supply lines to the Russian Eastern 
Front.” Richard was at one time the Naval Officer in Charge, Basra, Iraq, during 
the Second World War, and  subsequently lost his life when the SS Stentor was 
sunk. Built in 1926 by the Caledon Shipbuilding & Engineering Co Ltd, Dundee, 
the 6,148 ton merchant vessel SS Stentor which was owned by  Alfred Holt & Co, 
of Liverpool. At 2233 and 2238 hours on 27 October 1942, the German uboat U-
509 fired torpedoes at the convoy SL-125 when it was northwest of the Canary 
Islands, and hit the Pacific Star and the SS Stentor, which was commanded by 
47 year Master William Williams of Rhyd-Ddu, Caernarvonshire, North Wales, 
and was the ship carrying Richard in his role of the Vice-Commodore. In addition 
Richard, the ships Master and crew, the SS Stentor was also carrying 125 
passengers, including 26 army personnel, 11 nursing sisters and six naval staff 
members. Richard, Master William Williams, 20 crew members, 3 army 
personnel, 4 nurses and 15 passengers were lost. Fortunately 93 crew members, 
seven gunners and 107 passengers were picked up by H.M.S. Woodruff (K53) 
which was commanded by Lieutenant-Commander F.H. Gray, and were landed 
safely at Milford Haven. On the way back, 100 of the survivors were transferred 
to H.M.S. Ramsey (G60) which was commanded by the Australian naval hero 
Lieutenant-Commander Richard Been. Stannard V.C., D.S.O., R.N.R., and they 
were subsequently all landed at Liverpool. Commanding the U-509 when the SS 
Stentor was sunk, was 27 year old Kapitänleutnant, Werner Witte who made 
repeated attacks on convoy SL-125, during which time between 26 and 30 
October 1942 he either sunk or damaged 7 ships in the convoy. Having been 



 

 50 

promoted to the rank of Korvettenkapitän on 1 July 1943, two weeks later on 15 
July Werner Witte perished with the other 53 members of his crew, when the U-
509 was sunk in the mid-Atlantic, north-west of Madeira, Portugal, by aerial 
(Fido) torpedoes from an American "Avenger" aircraft (VC-29), flown from the 
U.S. escort carrier U.S.S Santee. It was noted whilst researching to compile this 
brief commemoration of Richard, that in addition to having been awarded the 
O.B.E., and later a C.B.E., he was also a recipient of the French Croix de Guerre.  
 
GAYLARD , GEOFFREY NORMAN. Pilot Officer, 41398. 
210 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 29 June 1940. 
Born Camberley, Surrey 3 November 1918. 
Son of Norman Samuel Gaylard and Gertrude C. Gaylard (née Goddard) of 
“Fairacre,” Fletcher Road, Tankerton, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 8. 
Whilst he was still a Student, Geoffrey had obtained his Royal Aero Club 
Aviators’ Certificate at the Kent Flying Club on 31 March 1937, flying a Miles 
Hawk, Cirrus II85, at which time his home address was as shown above. 
Geoffrey graduated successfully from a (Probationary) Acting Pilot Officer R.A.F., 
with effect from 3 October 1939, his appointment as a Pilot Officer R.A.F. dated 6 
October 1939. Geoffrey had been amongst the 9 man crew of a R.A.F. Coastal 
Command Short Sunderland Mk I, N9026 DA-D which was flown by South 
African, Flight Lieutenant Allen S. Ainslie D.F.C., that took off at 0430 hours from 
R.A.F. Pembroke Dock, Pembrokeshire, South Wales, to take part in a  
Convoy Patrol. The Sunderland went missing off the south west coast of Ireland, 
and it is believed to have been shot down by an enemy aircraft. A Milford Haven 
based trawler later recovered the gas mask bag of 25 year old Serjeant Albert 
Hayes of Whitchurch, Glamorganshire, who was also one of the crew of 
Geoffrey’s aircraft. In addition to the gas mask bag, the trawler also retrieved 
some pieces of wreckage, which were subsequently identified as coming from 
the nose of a Sunderland aircraft Initially Geoffrey was and the other members of 
the Sunderland’s crew were posted as missing, but later all were accepted for 
official purposes as having died on 29 June 1940. The nine crew members of 
Sunderland N9026 DA-D, are all commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. 
Geoffrey was the elder brother of the next casualty briefly commemorated below 
who lost his life only two weeks prior to Geoffrey’s. It was almost inevitable that 
the Gaylard brothers would serve in the Royal Air Force. During the Great War 
their father had originally been a Private in the Middlesex Regiment, and a 
Corporal in the London Regiment prior to being commisioned as a Second 
Lieutenant in the Royal Air Force. When he had applied for his medals in 1920, 
Norman had resided at 6, York Terrace, Frimley Road, Camberley, Surrey. 
 
GAYLARD , PETER CARRINGTON. Pilot Officer, 41995. 
254 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 15 June 1940. 
Born Farnham, Surrey area (probably Camberley) 1920. 
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Son of Norman Samuel Gaylard and Gertrude C. Gaylard (née Goddard) of 
Fairacre, Fletcher Road, Tankerton, Kent. 
Buried Trondheim (Stavne) Cemetery, Norway. Grave Ref: A IV British. B. 10. 
At 0945 on Saturday 15 June 1940, Coastal Command Blenheim Bomber L9480  
QY-F took of from R.A.F. Sumburgh, which was located on the southern tip of the 
mainland island of the Shetland Islands, and which is now Sumburgh airport. 
Peter was the pilot of the aircraft which had 20 year old Sergeant (Observer) 
John D. Wicks of Pleshey, Essex, and Sergeant (Wireless Operator/Air Gunner) 
Colin A.C. Burran as the other two crew members. The Blenheim was on an 
operation to Trondheim, Norway, and was last seen flying into cloud on the north 
east side of the harbour at Trondheim. West of the island of Smola, Peter’s 
Blenheim was spotted and attacked by Leutnant Jakob Bender and Helmut Lent 
of 1/ZG 76 in a Messerschmitt Me 110, who shot down the Blenheim at 1245 
hours. Peter, John, and Colin were initially buried in a marsh near to the crash 
site. Because there are no Commonwealth war cemeteries in Norway, and those 
who died there are all buried in civil cemeteries and churchyards. Trondheim 
(Stavne) Cemetery where the crew of the Blenheim were moved to following the 
cessation of the hostilities of the Second World, contains the largest 
Commonwealth war graves plot in Norway, containing 130 casualties, and where 
the three crew members of Blenheim Bomber L9480  QY-F are now at rest in the 
same collective grave. The destruction of Peter’s Blenheim was victory number 
7, of the 111 eventually credited to Helmut Lent before he too lost his life. On 5 
October 1944, Helmut Lent was landing his Ju 88 G-6, at Paderborn, Germany, 
when an engine failed, and the aircraft then hit a power cable. Helmut Lent 
initially survived the crash which killed his crew, but two days later he succumbed 
to his injuries in Paderborn hospital.   
 
HOLMES, ERIC HOWETH. Sergeant (Air Gunner), 1394757. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 90 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 26 February 1943. Aged 21. 
Son of Thomas William and Kate Holmes (née Whitehead) of Tankerton, 
Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Durnbach War Cemetery, Gmund am Tegernsee, Bayern, Germany. 
Grave Ref: Collective grave 11. H. 1-7. 
Eric’s birth was registered in the Elham, Kent, registration district during the 
second quarter of 1921. The Stirling bomber BF410 WP-E on which Eric was 
flying as an Air Gunner when he was killed, had been delivered to 90 Squadron, 
Royal Air Force on 26 November 1942. Piloted by 20 year old Flight Sergeant 
(Pilot) Francis J. Miles of Weymouth, Dorset, the Stirling took of at 2039 hours on 
25 February 1943 from R.A.F. Ridgewell, Essex, to take part in a raid on 
Nuremberg, Germany by 337 aircraft. The bomber force deployed for the 
operation was comprised of 169 Lancasters, 104 Halifaxes, and 64 Stirlings. 9 of 
the aircraft were lost on the raid, which were 6 Lancasters, 2 Stirlings, and 1 
Halifax. Weather conditions were poor on the night of 25/26 February, and the 
Pathfinders were late with their marking. However, more than 300 buildings were 
damaged, including a historic military chapel which was burnt out. Nuremberg’s 
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report shows that the bombing fell on the northern edges of Nuremberg and on 
the neighbouring town of Furth, and also in the countryside up to seven and a 
half miles further to the north. 12 civilians, 1 soldier on leave and 1 prisoner of 
war were killed in Nuremberg; 26 people were killed in Furth and there may have 
been further casualties in the villages to the north. Stirling bomber BF410 WP-E 
crashed about 2 miles south of Rastatt, which is on the river Murg, and located 
approximately 14 miles south west of Karlsruhe, south west Germany, in the 
Bundesland Baden-Württemberg, near to the border with France. The reason 
why the Stirling crashed was never established. The six members of the bombers 
seven man crew who were killed are all buried together in Durnbach War 
Cemetery; their average age being 22 years. One of those who were killed was 
21 year old Pilot Officer (Pilot) Wilfred R. Major, of Earley, Reading, Berkshire, 
who had been detached from No.1657 Conversion Unit, Royal Air Force  for this 
operation. Sergeant J. Carrick was the only survivor of the crash, and was 
captured and interned in Camps 8B/344, and had the Prisoner of War Number 
27633.  
 
HOOK, ERNEST EDWIN. Private, 5385790. 
2nd Battalion, Hampshire Regiment. 
Died 25 September 1943. Aged 27. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Ernest John and Emily Hook of Whitstable, Kent. 
Husband of May Elizabeth Hook of Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Salerno War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: IV. D. 34. 
On 9 September 1943, the 128th Infantry Brigade to which Ernest’s battalion 
belonged was one of three British brigades that made an assault landing at 
Salerno in Italy as part of X Corps. The landing was opposed by shore batteries 
firing shrapnel, and the beaches were raked by machine gun fire. The 2nd 
Battalion, Hampshire Regiment and the 1/4th Battalion, Hampshire Regiment 
made steady progress, but the regiments 5th Battalion had been landed in the 
wrong place and suffered heavily. A German counter-attack over-ran ‘B’ 
company and the Battalion HQ of the 5th Battalion. The 5th Battalion lost 40 men 
killed, but over 300 were wounded or taken prisoner. On 12 September the 
Germans started a general assault against the Salerno bridgehead that made 
good progress, and which resulted in the US VI Corps being almost driven back 
into the sea. However, the combined arrival of American paratroopers and the 
British 7th Armoured Division then turned the tide against the Germans. 128th 
Brigade was in the hills above Salerno, and the fighting was hard, but on 20 
September 1943 the Germans began to withdraw northwards, and the pressure 
eased. All three battalions of Ernest’s regiment had incurred losses, and his 
battalion suffered 304 casualties, 1/4th Battalion suffered 159 casualties, and the 
5th Battalion had suffered the most with at least 29 officer and over 400 other 
rank casualties. During the Second World War in which Ernest’s regiment fought 
in almost every theatre in which the British army was engaged. The Hampshire 
Regiment fielded six battalions and lost more than 2,000 officers men and other 
ranks in actions stretching from Dunkirk to North Africa, via Malta, Sicily, Italy, 
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Normandy, Holland, and the end of the war in Germany. Perhaps the regiment’s 
hardest battles came in Italy, where one battalion formed the assault brigade of 
the 46th Division in the initial attack on the beaches of Salerno, subsequently 
taking part in the fighting for Monte Cassino and the breaching of the Gothic Line.  
 
JARRATT , EDWARD CHARLES. Warrant Officer Class II (Q.M.S.), 7585549. 
Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers.  
Died 7 February 1945. Aged 28. 
Born Surrey. Resided Kent. 
Son of William L. Jarratt and Florence Jarratt. 
Husband of Dorothy Joan Jarratt of Nottingham, Nottinghamshire. 
Buried Calcutta (Bhowanipore) Cemetery, 15 Debendra Lal Khan Road, Calcutta, 
India. Grave Ref: Plot L. Grave 218. 
Pre war member of the Royal Army Ordnance Corps. 
 
JONES, ALAN THEODORE RANCE. Sergeant, 1892526. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 
Died 18 January 1945. Aged 20. 
Son of Herbert Sidney Jones and Grace Edith Jones of Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Thaba Tshwane (New) Military Cemetery, Pretoria, South Africa. 
Grave Ref: 78. 
During the Second World War, No 110 Military General Hospital operated in 
Voortrekkerhoogte, which was the former name of Thaba Tshwane. Prior to 
being called Voortrekkerhoogte, early in the twentieth century Thaba Tshwane 
was called Robert’s Heights, it being a form of tribute to Lord (Bob’s) Roberts. 
Thaba Tshwane (New) Military Cemetery contains 293 Commonwealth burials of 
the Second World War, the majority being members of the South African forces. 
 
KEAM, HAROLD. Private, 6284064. 
2nd Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). 
Died Wednesday 30 September 1942. Aged 31. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Bertie and Ida F. Keam. 
Husband of Hilda Alice Keam of Gravesend, Kent. 
Buried El Alamein War Cemetery, Egypt. Grave Ref: XXVII. F. 14.  
Harold is commemorated in the Gravesham, Kent, Borough Council Book of 
Rememberance. 
Pre war member of The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment). Harold’s birth was 
registered in the Blean, Kent, Registration District in the first quarter of 1911. 
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KEAST, FRANCIS JOHN. Sergeant (Air Gunner), 801399. 
600 (City of London) Squadron, Royal Air Force (Auxiliary Air Force). 
Died Thursday 8 August 1940. Aged 31. 
Son of Arthur and Ann Keast of Swalecliffe, Kent. 
Buried Whitstable Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: Section 4A. Grave 16. 
Francis is also commemorated on two memorials in Thanet, Kent, which are in 
rememberance of Francis and the other crew members of his aircraft. One is 
located at the entrance to the Old Ramsgate Hospital, and the other is in the 
R.A.F. Memorial Garden at the Spitfire Museum, Manston, Ramsgate, Kent.  
In January 1939 600 Squadron was re-equipped with Blenheim aircraft, and on 
the outbreak of the Second World War both day and night patrols were flown by 
the squadron, with experiments with airborne radar beginning in December 1939. 
On the same day that the Germans invaded France and the Low Countries, on 
Friday 10 May 1940, the squadron dispatched six of its aircraft to attack the 
former Dutch military airfield Waalhaven near Rotterdam. The raid could best be 
described as ‘costly’, as five of the six aircraft were shot down by  German 
Messerschmitt Bf 110's, and seven aircrew were killed, including the 31 year old 
Commanding Officer, Squadron Leader James "Jimmy" Michael Wells the son of 
Sir Sydney Richard Wells, Bt., D.L., M.P., and Mary Dorothy Wells, of 
Felmersham, Bedfordshire.  As a result of operations like this, it soon became 
obvious that the Blenheim was not a suitable aircraft for daylight operations in a  
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fighter role, and Francis’s squadron was allocated to a night defence role only a 
few days later. Despite the fact that all of the shortcomings of the Blenheim as a 
day fighter were fully appreciated by August 1940, but in view of the prevailing 
situation which faced the Royal Air Force at the time of Francis’s death, it came 
as no real surprise to learn something about what happened to him during the 
‘Battle of Britain,’ at which time it was not just the pilots of the Hurricanes and 
Spitfires who countered the might of the Luftwaffe. At 1155hours on Thursday 8 
August 1940, Francis was an Air Gunner in Blenheim (No. L8665) which was 
being flown by 28 year old Flying Officer (Pilot), Dennis Neve Grice, which was 
shot down in flames over Ramsgate, Isle of Thanet, Kent, by 22 year old 
Oberleutnant Gustav “Micky” Sprick of III Gruppe of 8./JG 26. Dennis without a 
doubt saved many lives in the town of Ramsgate after the Blenheim was hit, by 
wrestling with the controls of his stricken burning aircraft and managed to fly it 
clear of the town, and crashing into the sea. After their bodies were recovered 
from the sea, Francis was laid to rest in Whitstable; Dennis was cremated at 
Charing (Kent County) Crematorium, Charing, Ashford, Kent. In view of where he 
is at rest, it would appear that the body of the other crew member of the 
Blenheim was not recovered with Francis and Dennis, as 19 year old Aircraftman 
1st Class, John B. W. Warren of Chelmsford, Essex, is buried at Calais Southern 
Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. In September 1940 the month after Francis’s 
death, the first of his squadron’s Beaufighter’s was received, with conversion 
being completed early in 1941. The day that Francis and his comrades lost their 
lives was significant for two specific reasons appertaining to his death, Thursday 
8 August 1940 was the first day of the second phase of the battle, seven 
squadrons from 11 Group and two from 10 Group would be engaged in fierce 
combat that would prove costly to the Royal Air Force, and has been often 
referred to by many commentators as being the first day of the real ‘Battle of 
Britain.’ There had been a notable lull for the last few weeks prior to the day that 
Francis lost his life, which was primarily as the direct result of the lack of British 
shipping in the English Channel. But on the day that Francis died, a huge British 
shipping convoy of about 25 merchant ships with armed Royal Navy escort was 
passing through the Dover Straits, and heading in westerly direction towards the 
Atlantic Ocean. This was to be the first time for two weeks that a merchant 
convoy was going to attempt passage through the English Channel. The convoy 
had assembled at Southend, Essex, on the evening of 7 August, ready to pass 
through the Dover Straits during the hours of darkness en-route for Swanage, 
Dorset. Unfortunately the German radar Freya had soon picked them up, and it 
was a gift that was not to be missed by the enemy. German torpedo boats 
attacked first in the half light of dawn, then out went the order to the 8th Flying 
Corps based at Abbeville, to send out all available Ju87 Stuka dive-bombers, in 
addition to which the fighters based at the Luftwaffe 27 Group at Carquebut and 
Crepon in Normandy, France, plus all other available aircraft were detailed to set 
course for the British convoy CW9 which was codenamed "Peewit" by the R.A.F. 
In all, some 300 Stuka Ju87's and 150 Messerschmitt Bf109s took to the air with 
orders to attack the convoy during the early morning. Thursday 8 August 1940 
was also of significance for the German pilot who shot down Blenheim (L8665) 
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that day, as Oberleutnant Gustav “Micky” Sprick was appointed Staffelkapitän 
of III Gruppe of 8./JG 26 the same day. Having scored his first victory on 10 May 
1940, when he shot down a Dutch Fokker T-5 twin-engined bomber over Breda, 
Holland, he accrued nine victories by the fall of France. However, on 14 June 
1940 he was shot down, near Evreux, by R.A.F. Hurricane fighters after claiming 
one of their number. He force-landed but survived the incident uninjured after 
being rescued by German troops. Gustav Sprick was awarded the Ritterkreuz 
(Knights Cross) on 1 October 1940 after achieving victory number 20 on 28 
September 1940. By the end of 1940 he had recorded 24 victories, achieved 
victory number 30 on 22 June 1941. On 28 June 1941 whilst in aerial combat 
with R.A.F. Spitfires he performed a split-S manoeuvre whereby the right wing of 
his Messerschmitt Bf 109 F-2 (W.Nr. 5743) promptly collapsed, and he 
plummeted to his death near Holque, which is a village and commune in the Nord 
département of northern France. Prior to his death Gustav Sprick was credited 
with a total of 31 victories having flown 192 missions. 
 
KEELE, JOHN KENNETH. Sergeant (Navigator), 1334003. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 102 (Ceylon) Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 31 August 1943. Aged 19. 
Son of Thomas Alexander Keele and Winifred E. Keele (née Firth) of Finsbury, 
London. 
Buried Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, Kleve, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany. 
Grave Ref: 18. E. 13. 
John’s birth was registered in the Banbury, Oxfordshire, registration district 
during the fourth quarter of 1923. John was the Navigator of Halifax bomber 
JN909  DY-B which was flown by 21 year old Flight Sergeant (Pilot), Edward T.S 
Rowbottom, R.A.F.(V.R.) of Purley, Surrey. The Halifax took off at 2021 hours on 
31 August 1943 from R.A.F. Pocklington, North Yorkshire, taking part in a 
bombing raid on Berlin, Germany, which was carried out by 331 Lancasters, 176 
Halifaxes, 106 Stirlings, 9 Mosquitos, a total of 622 R.A.F. Bomber Command 
aircraft. The raid that cost John his life was not successful. There was some 
cloud in the target area; this, together with difficulties with H2S equipment, and 
probably the ferocity of the German defences, all combined to cause the 
Pathfinder markers to be dropped well south of the centre of the target area, and 
the main force of bombers bombing even further away. The main bombing area 
eventually extended 30 miles back along the bombers' approach route. After this 
raid, Gauleiter Goebbels ordered the evacuation from Berlin of all children and all 
adults not engaged in war work to country areas or to towns in Eastern Germany 
where air raids were not expected. 47 aircraft - 20 Halifaxes, 17 Stirlings, 10 
Lancasters were lost. The Stirling casualties amounting to 16 per cent of there 
number. Approximately two thirds of the bombers lost were shot down by 
German fighters operating over or near Berlin. The use of 'fighter flares', dropped 
by German aircraft to 'mark' the bomber routes into and away from the target, 
was noted for the first time in Bomber Command records. John’s aircraft was 
shot down by Flak, crashing between Sinningen and Saerbeck, two communities 
on either side of the river Ems, some 6 miles to the north of Greven. The five 
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crew members who were killed were initially buried at Saerbeck, but following its 
creation after the Second World War, when burials were brought in from all over 
western Germany their graves were re-located to the Reichswald Forest War 
Cemetery. Two of the bombers crew survived the crash, and Flight Sergeant R. 
L. Connor of the Royal Canadian Air Force was captured, and was later interned 
in Camp 4B, and had the Prisoner of War Number 222679. Sergeant R. V. 
Wallace who was the other member of the crew to survive the crash, managed to 
evade being captured and remarkably he eventually managed to reach 
Switzerland. Surviving members of John’s squadron still hold annual re-unions at 
Pocklington, where they are fondly remembered. N.B. It was noted whilst 
carrying out the research in order to compile the brief commemoration of John, 
that in December 1992, the death of a Thomas Alexander Keele, aged 99, was 
registered in the Canterbury, Kent registration district, who was born on 22 July 
1893. It is possibly that the gentleman was the father of the late Sergeant 
(Navigator), John Kenneth Keele R.A.F. (V.R.). 
 
KENNINGHAM, DEREK ALLEN. Flight Sergeant, 1805144. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.  
138 (Special Duties) Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Sunday 31 December 1944. 
Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 219. 
Derek was originally reported as “Missing believed killed on Active Service,” but 
in June 1946, for official purposes he was assumed to have been “Killed on 
Active Service” on Sunday 31 December 1944. At 2114 hours on Saturday 30 
December 1944, Stirling bomber LK283  NF-J took off from R.A.F. Tempsford, 
Bedfordshire, on a Special Operations Executive (SOE) mission to Norway 
codenamed ‘Operation Crupper 10.’ For the pilot of Derek’s aircraft, 24 year old 
Flight Lieutenant Raymond McGregor, R.N.Z.A.F., of Mount Eden, Auckland, 
New Zealand, it was his sixteenth operation. The object of the mission was to 
drop supplies at a location some three miles south of Beinseter, and seven and a 
half miles east of Flå approximately sixty two miles north west of Oslo, it being a 
point in the Skagerrak area approximately 70 nautical miles south west of 
Arendal. Believed to have been shot down en route by ships’ flak off Arendal, as 
flak and a ‘terrific flash’ being seen in that area by the crew of another aircraft on 
a similar sortie at 1333 hours. Derek’s squadron's Second World War activities 
began in 1941 after the formation of the Special Operations Executive (SOE), 
which was an organisation whose function was to promote sabotage against the 
enemy by stimulating subversive activities, spreading political discontent, 
disorganizing and dislocating communications. The agents, ammunition and 
equipment to achieve this were dropped inside enemy territory, the first being 
flown by Lysanders of No. 419 Flight (later No. 1419 Flight) which formed at 
North Weald in August 1940. Very quickly the task grew too big for a solitary 
flight, and although Bomber Command was hard pressed at that time for aircraft 
and crews, it was decided that the strategic importance of sabotage operations 
warranted the formation of a full specialized squadron. Following the decision to 
form the specialized squadron, in August 1941,138 Squadron, Royal Air Force 
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was re-formed at R.A.F. Newmarket, Cambridgeshire, from the nucleus of 1419 
Flight to do the job; it was now designated 138 (Special Duties) Squadron, Royal 
Air Force. The squadron was based at Newmarket for only a few months, before 
moving to R.A.F. Graveley for awhile prior to going to R.A.F. Tempsford, 
Bedfordshire, which due to the nature of the work carried out by the aircraft 
based there, it was arguably the best guarded and defended in use by the Royal 
Air Force in the United Kingdom. For more than three and a half years Derek’s 
squadron ranged all over Europe from Norway in the north, to Yugoslavia in the 
south and at times far into Poland. First with Whitleys and Lysanders, then with 
Halifaxes and later with Stirlings it flew out from Newmarket, Stradishall and 
Tempsford with, agents, arms, explosives, radio sets and all the other equipment 
of the saboteur, parachuting them down at rendezvous points where reception 
committees of local underground members waited. Another, but far less frequent, 
type of "cloak and dagger" operation undertaken by Derek’s squadron; beginning 
in September 1941 was the “pick up” in which the aircraft (always a Lysander) 
landed to collect some prominent public man, or an agent, or special plans and 
articles. During 1942 the squadron operated with the bomber force when not 
required for special duties. Numbered amongst the heroes and heroines who 
were transported from R.A.F. Tempsford during the Second World War were 
Lieutenant Andrée Raymonde Borrel, the French female SOE agent who died at 
the Natzweiler-Struthof concentration camp in France on 6 July 1944, aged 24. 
Lisé Marie Jeanette de Baissac, M.B.E. (1905-2004), Violette Reine Elizabeth 
Bushell Szabo, G.C., who was executed on or about 5 February 1945, at 
Ravensbrück women’s concentration camp in Germany, aged 23, and Wing 
Commander Forest Frederick Edward Yeo-Thomas, (The White Rabbit) G.C., 
M.C. & Bar, (1901-1964). 
 
KING, DAVID. Lance Bombardier, 1445271.  
89 Heavy Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery, attached to No. 2 Commando. 
Died 26 February 1945. 
Born Buckinghamshire. Resided Kent. 
Son of Claude Percival King and Mona King (née Humphreys) of Coulsdon, 
Surrey. 
Buried Padua War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: II. E. 13. 
Pre war member of the Royal Artillery. At the commencement of the Second 
World War, David’s parent Kent based unit; the 89 Heavy Anti Aircraft Regiment, 
Royal Artillery, (Territorial Army), was comprised of the 205 (Kent), 205 (Kent), 
205 (Kent) Batteries. After serving within the United Kingdom, the regiment 
moved to North Africa in August 1941. In September 1943 as part of the eighth 
army, a move was made to Italy, and almost exactly a year later the 89 Heavy 
Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery (T.A.) was put on suspended animation. 
No. 2 Commando, in which David was serving at the time of his death, was 
formed in March 1941 from a re-organisation of No.1 Special Service Battalion. It 
saw action in Norway in December 1941, Gibraltar in July 1943, then in Sicily in 
August and Italy in September. In January 1944 it fought in Yugoslavia, before 
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returning to Italy in February 1945. On the 24 September 1945 No. 2 Commando 
amalgamated with No. 9 Commando to form The Army Commando.  
 
LAKER , NORMAN. Mate. 
Merchant Navy, Sailing Barge Globe (Faversham). 
Died 25 February 1941. Aged 16. 
Commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial, London. Panel 52. 
The 54 ton Sailing Barge Globe hit a mine and sank 6100 yards 79° from 
Garrison Point, Sheerness, Isle of Sheppey, Kent, on the above date. The other 
member of the vessels crew was her Master; Herbert Rowden who like Norman 
is also commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial, London, also on the 
Whitstable civic war memorial, and at All Saints Church, Whitstable. Norman’s 
birth was registered in the Blean, Kent, Registration District during the last 
quarter of 1924, it probably being indicative of him having been a native of 
Whitstable. Norman’s mothers’ maiden name was Gage. 
 
LEFEVRE, PETER “Pip” WILLIAM. D.F.C. Squadron Leader, 40719. 
266 (Rhodesia) Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Sunday 6 February 1944. Aged 25. 
Son of Frederick Charles Lefevre and Lilian Edith Lefevre (née Langford) of 
Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 200.  
Unlike several R.A.F. pilots that have been researched by the transcriber over 
the years, Peter’s time spent in combat prior to being killed in action had been 
conducted over quite a large geographic area, resultant of the number of 
squadrons he had served in. Peter had served in several squadrons of the Royal 
Air Force, they being 46, 126, 185, 129, and 616 which he commanded for a 
short time in April 1943, at R.A.F. Ibsley, Hampshire, and ultimately 266 
Squadron. Equipped with Gauntlets, 46 Squadron, Royal Air Force was based at 
R.A.F. Kenley, Surrey, but in November 1937 it moved to R.A.F. Digby, 
Lincolnshire where it was re-equipped with Hawker Hurricanes in February 1939. 
For the first few months of the Second World War the squadron carried out 
coastal patrols along the East Coast of England. On Saturday 21 October 1939, 
the squadron which was at the time comprised of 16 officers, 6 airman pilots and 
154 other ranks, engaged aircraft of the Luftwaffe for the first time, when six 
pilots of “A” Fight  which was comprised of ‘Red and Yellow Sections,’ that had 
taken off at about 1415 hours to carry out a patrol. The then Pilot Officer Peter 
Lefevre was one of the three pilots of Yellow Section taking part in the patrol. The 
flight was controlled by radio from the operations room at R.A.F. Digby, assisted 
by a Radio transmitter tender which was situated at R.A.F. North Coates, 
Lincolnshire. After various patrolling positions had been given, the Flight was in 
position over Spurn Head at the mouth of the Humber Estuary on the Yorkshire 
Coast, at 5000 feet at about 1450 hours. At about 1455 hours an order was 
received, “Twelve enemy float planes approaching convoy from the South East at 
1000 feet. Intercept.” The convoy at this time was approximately 5 miles to the 
East of Spurn Head and in sight. Following the successful main attack by the “A” 
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Fight aircraft, Peter and 20 year old Flying Officer, Philip J. Frost of Wallington, 
Surrey, followed and attacked one of the enemy aircraft which tried to evade 
them by flying in and out of cloud. After chasing the enemy aircraft for some time, 
and carrying out repeated attacks, the evasive German pilot came to the end of 
the friendly cloud-layer, and the two “A” Fight pilots pressed home their final 
attack. Following the attack the German seaplane was seen to alight on the 
water, apparently intact, but with both the aircrafts engines stopped. Following 
the squadrons initial clash with the Luftwaffe, for the following six months it was a 
relatively uneventful time for Peter and his fellow pilots of 46 Squadron. Prior to 
May 1940, the squadrons’ aircraft were primarily used for helping to provide air 
cover for the shipping convoys traveling along the East Coast of England. 
Although a few enemy aircraft were sighted by the squadrons’ pilots during the 
‘Phoney War’ period, no actual engagements with them were made. All changed 
in May 1940 when Peter’s squadron was selected to form part of the 
Expeditionary Force in Norway, after the country had been invaded by the 
Germans on 9 April. The Hawker Hurricanes of 46 Squadron were embarked on 
the aircraft carrier H.M.S. Glorious and, despite doubts that a Hurricane would be 
able take off from a carrier flight deck on a flat calm sea, all the aircraft managed 
to take off without difficulty thanks to the efforts of the ship's engineers who 
managed to get the ship up to a speed of 30 knots. Peter’s squadron assembled 
at the small town of Bardufoss, and commenced its operations on 26 May 1940. 
Aerial patrols were carried out over the land and naval forces at Narvik without 
much by way of a respite, with many of the pilots going without sleep for more 
than two days. Many aerial combats took place, during its brief campaign in 
Norway Peter’s squadron accounted for no less than fourteen German aircraft, 
and probably destroying many others, and flying Hurricane (L1815) Peter shared 
in the ‘kill’ of a Heinkel over Narvic. On 7 June 1940, 46 Squadron was ordered 
to evacuate Norway immediately and, on the night of 7/8 June, the seven 
Hurricanes were successfully flown back to H.M.S. Glorious which was no mean 
fete as none of the aircraft were fitted with deck arrester hooks. Peter was not 
one of the pilots who was evacuated from Norway on H.M.S. Glorious, had he 
had have been he would probably have perished with fellow squadron personnel 
when the aircraft carrier was sunk on Saturday 8 June 1940, by the German 
battle cruisers Scharnhorst and Gneisenau. Ten pilots of 46 Squadron remained 
temporarily in Norway, and Peter was eventually evacuated home from Norway 
on the 12,847 ton Blue Star Lines cruise ship MV Arandora Star, which was in 
use as a troopship. At the time of the ‘Battle of Britain’ in the summer of 1940, 
Peter was still serving as a pilot in 46 Squadron, Royal Air Force. Whilst on patrol 
on Wednesday 18 September 1940 he was injured when he had to bale out of 
his Hawker Hurricane (V6554), after being engaged in aerial combat over 
Chatham, Kent at 1235 hours. Peter later served as a Squadron Leader with 126 
Squadron, Royal Air Force on Malta during the period of the siege, and left the 
island in December 1941. A month prior to leaving Malta Peter was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, the citation for which reads:- “This officer has shown 
the utmost devotion to duty over a long period of operational flying, in which he 
has destroyed several enemy aircraft. He carried out over 250 hours' flying on 
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convoy patrols over the North Sea, as well as participating in other operational 
missions. Sqn. Ldr. Lefevre has participated in operations in the Middle East, and 
in July 1941, he attacked an Italian E-boat, which was forced to surrender.” 
During the Second World War, R.A.F. Harrowbeer, Roborough Down, Yelverton, 
Devon, played host to about 70 squadrons from the time that it became 
operational on 15 August, albeit many of the squadrons remained there for only a 
brief time, and were Canadian, Australian, Czechoslovakian, Free French, Polish 
and of course British. Although sited near the village of Yelverton, it was called 
Harrowbeer as it was considered to sound too similar (and to distinguish it from) 
R.N.A.S. Yeovilton and it was a much used satellite for R.A.F. Exeter. Initially, 
R.A.F. Harrowbeer’s role was to protect the nearby coastal towns and cities, but 
as time went by it was also used as a base for fighter-bombers which flew over 
the channel to attack the Germans forces in France. As the Commanding officer 
of 266 (Rhodesia) Squadron, Royal Air Force, it was from R.A.F. Harrowbeer that 
Peter flew his last sorties across the English Channel in 1944 to inflict as much 
damage on the enemy as possible as a prelude to the later invasion of Europe. 
Peter had been the Commanding Officer of the squadron since August 1943, and 
had taken delivery of his Hawker Typhoon ZH-G,  J846 on 25 September 1943. 
In addition to attacks on enemy ground targets, Peter also achieved successes in 
the air with the Typhoon. On 1 December 1943 he shared a victory in the 
destruction of a Junkers Ju 88, Peter was leading a number of aircraft when he 
fired on and hit a Messerschmitt Bf109 on 21 January 1944, the Bf109 pilot tried 
to land at Lannion airfield in northwestern Brittany, France, but the aircraft 
exploded and was completely destroyed on touch-down at Lannion. Two days 
after the destruction of the Bf109, Peter claimed a share in the shooting down of 
a Fokker Wolf FW190. Having been a successful pilot since the commencement 
of the Second World War, Peter lost his life on Sunday 6 February 1944, whilst 
flying his Typhoon on a sortie over the French coast, when his aircraft was hit by 
ordnance from a German coastal flak battery over L'Aberwrac'h, Brittany, France, 
and he was forced to bale out from his stricken aircraft, but unfortunately by the 
time he exited the Typhoon it was to low for his parachute to deploy properly. 
 
LOWNDES, FRANK HERBERT. B.Sc., Schoolmaster Warrant Officer. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Charybdis. (88). 
Died Saturday 23 October 1943. Aged 32. 
Son of Frank and Elsie Lowndes. 
Husband of Margot Pauline Lowndes (née Dixon) of Tankerton, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial. Panel 78, Column 2. 
H.M.S. Charybdis, on which Frank was serving when he lost his life, was a 5450 
ton Dido class light cruiser that had been constructed at the Cammell Laird 
Shipyard, Birkenhead, and had been commissioned on 3 December 1941. 
Frank’s ship was commanded 44 year old Captain George Arthur Wallis 
Voelcker, R.N., of Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, when she was sunk off 
the Bord de la Rance on the north coast of Brittany, France, after being hit by 2 
torpedoes which were fired from the Elbing class German torpedo boats T-23 
commanded by Kapitänleutnant Werner Weinlig, and the T-27 which was 
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commanded by Korvettenkapitän Wilhelm Verlohr of the German Kriegsmarine 
4th Torpedo Boat Flotilla. A total of 30 officers including the commanding officer, 
and 432 ratings died when Frank’s ship was sunk, but thankfully 107 of her crew 
survived when H.M.S. Charybdis was lost. H.M.S. Limbourne was also hit during 
this action with the enemy torpedo boats, and later she had to be sunk by the 
destroyer H.M.S. Rocket. As part of ‘Operation Tunnel’ Frank’s ship and the Royal 
Navy destroyers H.M.S. Grenville, and H.M.S. Rocket, plus four Hunt class 
destroyers; H.M.S. Limbourne, H.M.S. Stevenstone, H.M.S. Talybont, and 
H.M.S. Wensleydale, departed from Plymouth on Friday 22 October 1943 at 1900 
hours. Named ‘Force 28’ the ships prime task was to intercept the blockade runner 
Münsterland in the Bay of Biscay, as it was known that the Münsterland was 
laden with Wolfram (tungsten ore), which it had loaded in Japan. H.M.S. 
Charybdis located the German ships via radar at 0136 hours on the morning of 
Saturday 23 October 1943, off the island of Ushant, Brittany, France, and then 
opened fire with star-shell just a few minutes later. H.M.S. Charybdis the other 
British ships never actually visually sighted the German ships, they being the 
Münsterland and five Elbing class torpedo boats T-23, T-22, T-25, T-26, and T-27, 
which were  escorting the blockade runner. All the five torpedo boats being ships 
of the Kriegsmarine 4th Torpedo Boat Flotilla. Unfortunately however the Germans 
spotted the Royal Navy vessels and almost immediately turned away, and then 
fired a total of 24 torpedoes at the force of British ships. After evading the British 
ships on the Day that Frank lost his life, the Münsterland eventually reached 
Cherbourg harbour, where she was badly damaged during an almost suicidal 
attack by 24 aircraft of 183, 257 and 263 Squadrons of the Royal Air Force, on 
Sunday 24 October 1943. The air attack had been carried out on the orders of 
Winston Churchill who realised the importance of stopping the Münsterland, and 
which resulted in the loss of ten aircraft and eight pilots, as two of the pilots 
rescued from the English Channel. Despite being extensively and seriously 
damaged and with part of her cargo on fire, the Münsterland succeeded in 
leaving Cherbourg harbour, and  two nights later in getting as far as Dieppe. She 
was eventually sunk off the coast of Holland by a strike force of Royal Air Force 
Beaufighters. Soon after the sinking of H.M.S. Charybdis, the bodies of 21 Royal 
Navy personnel, and Royal Marines were washed up on the Channel Island of 
Guernsey. To their credit the German occupation authorities buried them all with 
full military honours, and as it was the ideal opportunity for the islanders to 
demonstrate their loyalty to Britain and their opposition to the Nazi occupiers, 
approximately 5000 people attended the funerals and in excess of 600 floral 
tributes were sent by military dignitaries and organisations, both British and 
German, as well as civilian organisations and individual islanders. As the direct 
response to the overwhelming numbers of people attending the funeral at St. 
Peter Port, Guernsey, all subsequent military funerals were closed to civilians. 
Since the end of the Second World War, the Channel Island Guernsey has 
commemorated the losses of H.M.S. Charybdis, H.M.S. Limbourne, and their 
crews, usually at the time of the services of commemoration a Royal Navy vessel 
is present, and whilst not actually unique, it is none the less an unusual honour 
when bearing in mind the number of British Royal Naval and Merchant vessels 
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that were sunk during the course of the two World Wars. In 2003, the Guernsey 
Post issued a stamp showing a painting of Frank’s ship, and of H.M.S. 
Limbourne, which was also torpedoed on Saturday 23 October 1943. In addition 
to those members of crew of H.M.S. Charybdis who have the sea as their grave, 
96 are at rest at The English Cemetery, Dinard, which is a complete section (No. 
17) of Dinard New Communal Cemetery, �������������	�
  on the Côte d'Émeraude 
of Brittany, France; 47 are at rest at the St. Brieuc Western Communal 
Cemetery, Côte d'Émeraude, Brittany, France. 21 at St. Peter Port (Foulon) 
Cemetery, Guernsey, and are at rest in a small reserve plot. This is separated 
from the rest of the cemetery by a grey granite wall on the eastern side, a path 
on the northern and western sides and a low hedge on the southern side. Most of 
the H.M.S. Charybdis at rest in Foulon were laid to rest on Wednesday 
November 17 1943. The remaining 38 crew members are at rest at St. Helier 
War Cemetery, (Howard Davis Park), Jersey, the war cemetery is an enclosure 
within the Howard-Davis Park, adjacent to St. Luke's Church, and is close to the 
South-Eastern boundary of St. Helier. 2 of the crew are at rest at St. Charles de 
Percy War Cemetery, Calvados, France. On the small Breton island called Ile-de-
Brehat, which is just over a mile off the French coast at Pointe de l'Arcouest, The 
Reverend William H. Mitchell, Chaplain, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, of 
Amblecote Vicarage, Stourbridge, Worcestershire, who was serving on H.M.S. 
Charybdis is at rest. Only three of the fifteen Elbing class German torpedo boats 
that were constructed survived the Second World War. T-23 was scrapped in 
February 1955, after serving in the French Navy, having been acquired by the 
French in February 1946 and renamed the Alsacien. The T-27 was sunk by 
aircraft the on 4 May 1944 having been driven aground by the Canadian H.M.C.S 
Haida (G63) the previous day.  
 
MARLER, ERIC FRANCIS. Flying Officer (Air Bomber), 152447. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 70 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 16 March 1944. Aged 21. 
Son of William Henry Marler and of Agnes Marler (née Ringham) of Tankerton, 
Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Bari War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: XI. F. 26. 
In August 1939 only a few days prior to the commencement of the Second World 
War, 70 Squadron, Royal Air Force returned to Egypt. With the Italian declaration 
of war in June 1940, the Middle East found itself desperately short of heavy 
bombers, so in September Wellingtons began arriving and by the following month 
the last Valentia which the squadron had used since November 1935, had gone 
and the unit then became a pure bomber unit.  It began night operations on 18 
September 1940 and operated throughout the remainder of the North African 
campaign against targets in Libya, Italy, Greece and later those in Tunisia.  
During 1941 it also operated in Iraq, 'The Battle of Habbaniya' and Syria.  With 
the collapse of Axis resistance in North Africa and the invasions of Sicily and 
Italy, the squadron moved to the Italian mainland in December 1943.  It operated 
from the airfields in the Foggia area until the end of the war carrying out 
operations against targets in Italy and the Balkans.  Its Wellingtons were 
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eventually replaced in January 1945, and with these it added minelaying 
operations over the Danube, and re-supply missions to Yugoslav partisans to its 
list of duties.  With the Second World War over, the squadron returned to Egypt 
in October 1945 and was disbanded on 31 March 1946.  
 

 
METEYARD, STANLEY ARTHUR. Captain, 72096. 
I Corps Petrol Park, Royal Army Service Corps. 
Died between 29 May 1940 and 2 June 1940. Aged 30. 
Born South East London. Resided Kent. 
Son of Arthur William and Agnes Meteyard. 
Husband of Betty Meteyard (née Reeves) of Twickenham, Middlesex. 
Commemorated on the Dunkirk Memorial, Nord, France. Column 132, as shown 
above. 
Pre war member of the Royal Army Service Corps. Stanley’s birth was registered 
in the Lambeth, London registration district during the second quarter of 1909. 
Stanley’s marriage to Miss Betty Reeves was registered in the Blean, Kent 
registration district during the third quarter of 1936. 
 
MORGAN, BRYANY HAWLEY. Corporal, W/221794. 
Auxiliary Territorial Service. 
Died 28 August 1945. Aged 23.  
Born and resided Kent. 
Cremated Charing (Kent County) Crematorium, Charing, Ashford, Kent. 
During the Second World War 60 servicemen and women were cremated at 
Charing (Kent County) Crematorium. They are all commemorated by name on a 
Portland stone panel, which is set into a recess on the west pavilion of the 
crematorium building. Bryany’s birth was registered in the Blean, Kent, 
Registration District in the first quarter of 1922, and her mothers’ maiden name 
was Salmon. 
 
MOUNT, CECIL NORMAN. Private, 5386912. 
Pioneer Corps, attached to the 235 Petrol Company, Royal Army Service Corps. 
Died 2 August 1943. Aged 29. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Thomas and Elizabeth (Lizzie) Mount of Whitstable, Kent. 
Husband of Iris E. A. K. Mount (née Warner) of Whitstable, Kent.. 
Commemorated on the Brookwood Memorial. Panel 21. Column 1. 
As can be seen on the attached photograph kindly provided by Debra Rowden, 
Cecil is commemorated on the All Saints church Second World War memorial 
plaque as being a member of the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light 
Infantry. Cecil would definitely have initially served in that regiment, which is 
probably the reason for his commemoration being shown as same. During the 
time that Cecil served in the Second World War, the block of army numbers 
allotted to the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry were from 
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5373001 to 5429000 inclusive. NB. On some of the data accessed whilst 
researching the casualties who are commemorated on the parish church of All 
Saints, Whitstable, Second World War memorial plaque, Private Mount is 
recorded as being JAMES F. MOUNT who died in North Africa. Cecil’s Army 
number (5386912) and other details e.g. Pioneer Corps match on all data 
sources. Cecil’s marriage to Iris E. A. K. Warner was registered in the Blean, 
Kent, Registration District during the last quarter of 1935. 
 
OLIVE, ROY ERIC. Pilot Officer (Navigator), 159704. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 77 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died Saturday 28 August 1943. Aged 22. 
Son of Edward T. Olive and Beatrice L. Olive (née Turner). 
Husband of Yvonne Laurie Olive (née Day) of Jersey, Channel Islands. 
Buried Durnbach War Cemetery, Gmund am Tegernsee, Bayern, Germany. 
Grave Ref: 6. B. 8. 
Roy’s birth was registered in the Blean, Kent, Registration District during the 
second quarter of 1921. Roy was the Navigator of Halifax bomber JD383  KN-H, 
which was flown by 21 year old Pilot Officer (Pilot) James I.F. Byrne of Hove, 
Sussex, when it took of from R.A.F. Elvington, Yorkshire, at 2051 hours on Friday 
27August 1943, to take part in a raid by 674 aircraft on Nuremburg, Germany. 
Following the raid it was subsequently revealed that of the 349 Lancasters, 221 
Halifaxes, 104 Stirlings which had taken part, 33 aircraft, (11 of each type) had 
been lost. The marking for the raid was based mainly on the blind bombing 
device called H2S. 47 of the Pathfinder H2S aircraft were ordered to check their 
equipment by dropping a 1,000-lb bomb on the city of Heilbronn while flying to 
Nuremberg. 28 Pathfinder aircraft were able to carry out this order. Although 
Nuremberg was found to be free of cloud it was very dark, and whilst the initial 
Pathfinder markers were accurate, a creepback quickly developed which could 
not be stopped because so many Pathfinder aircraft had difficulties with their H2S 
sets. The Master Bomber could do little to persuade the Main Force to move their 
bombing forward as only about a quarter of the crews could hear his broadcasts. 
Roy’s aircraft was one of two 77 Squadron, Halifax bombers which were lost on 
the raid, and his was known to have been shot down by Flak. Although three of 
the eight crew survived the crash, the location of the actual crash-site was not 
established. The three airmen who survived were Sergeant V.H. Bradley who 
was interned in Camps 4B and L3 with the Prisoner of War number 222485, 
Sergeant G. Graham in Camps L6 and L4, Prisoner of War number 43259, and 
Sergeant A.G. Willis in Camp 4B, Prisoner of War number 222658. The five 
members of the crew who were killed are all buried in Durnbach War Cemetery. 
Of the other Halifax crew from Roy’s squadron that failed to return from the same 
raid, it too also had three survivors after their aircraft, which was flown by 29 year 
old Pilot Officer (Pilot), Augustine Brannigan of Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, Scotland, 
which was shot down by Oberleutnant Martin Drewes, of II./NGJ1. Sergeant A. 
W. Beard, Sergeant W.P. Catley, and Sergeant W. Palmer all successfully 
evaded being captured. 
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PACKMAN , LESLIE HERBERT WILLIAM. Private, 6285463. 
"D" Squadron, 1st Special Air Service Regiment, Army Air Corps. 
Died 16 August 1944. Aged 30. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Buried Chilleurs-aux-Bois Communal Cemetery,  
Grave Ref: Military Plot. Grave 3. 
Leslie’s birth was registered in the Blean, Kent, Registration District during the 
second quarter of 1915; his mothers’ maiden name was Care. Leslie initially 
served pre war as a member of The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment), and he 
later served in the Royal Corps of Signals and as a member of the Special 
Raiding Squadron during 1943. As had sadly been the case with fellow "D" 
Squadron, 1st Special Air Service Regiment, Army Air Corps, Whitstable 
commemorated casualty Patrick Garstin during ‘Operation Gain’ in 1944, Leslie 
was also executed by the Germans whilst he was a prison of war. Although 
various data sources have been checked, in an attempt to try and ascertain if 
both men were in the same SAS team during the operation, what has thus far 
been revealed indicates that they were in different teams. Between D-Day and 
October 1944 the SAS Brigade mounted some thirty-six operations behind 
German lines in France, including that which cost Leslie Packham and Patrick 
Garstin their lives. Some achieved exactly the sort of success intended, tying 
down disproportionate numbers of German forces, and fanning into fierce flames 
the sparks of resistance kept alive by the French Resistance. Their primary 
objective was to delay the arrival of German forces at the Normandy battlefront. 
By attacking communications, ambushing patrols and calling in air-strikes, the 
idea was to inflict damage and delay out of all proportion to the number of SAS 
personnel involved. Others, most notoriously 'Operation Bulbasket', were 
disastrous failures leading the deaths of many SAS personnel and resistance 
fighters. One controversial issue being the degree to which British officers knew 
about Hitler's order to execute captured 'Commandos.' The SAS men captured at 
during ‘Operation Gain’ were murdered in cold blood, a war crime for which a 
number of Germans involved served short prison sentences after the Second 
World War. In addition to where Patrick and Leslie are at rest, the French villages 
of Chambon la Forêt and Chilleurs aux Bois also have the graves of men of the 
1st Special Air Service Regiment, Army Air Corps in them. 
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PALMER, LEWIN ALFRED. Lieutenant. 
25th Kent (Post Office) Battalion, Home Guard. 
Died 5 November 1944. Aged 51. 
Born Wateringbury, Maidstone, Kent. 
Son of Alfred and Mary Palmer. 
Husband of Constance Lilian Palmer (née Hassard) of Tankerton, Kent. 
Buried All Saints Churchyard, Whitstable, Kent.  
Grave Ref: Section 3. Row K. Grave 8. 
Lewin was the ammunition officer of 25th (Post Office) Battalion Kent, Home 
Guard, and had been one of the very first to volunteer for service when the 
forming of the L.D.V. (Local Defence Volunteers) had been announced. At the 
time of the 1901 census, the Palmer family had resided at Orpines, 
Wateringbury, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 42 year old Easton Grey, 
Malmesbury, Wiltshire native Alfred Palmer, who was employed as a Coachman. 
Lewin had probably served overseas as Private, 202606, in the Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire Regiment (Sherwood Foresters) during the Great War. For 
additional brief details appertaining to the tragic incident which resulted in the 
death of Lewin and three other people, please see the commemoration of 
Lieutenant John Garrod who is at rest in the grave adjacent to Lewin, and who is 
also commemorated on the All Saints, Whitstable, Second World War memorial 
plaque. 
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PITT, VICTOR BYRON. Cadet. 
Merchant Navy, M.V. San Arcadio (London). 
Died 31 January 1942. Aged 18. 
Son of Victor Templeton Pitt and Martha Pitt (née Byron) of Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial, London. Panel 91.  
The M.V. San Arcadio was a 7,419 ton British Motor Tanker which was built in 
1935 by Harland & Wolff Ltd, of Govan, Scotland, for the Eagle Oil & Shipping 
Company. On the 31 January 1942, when she was on a homeward bound 
passage from Houston, Texas, U.S.A., Walter’s ship was torpedoed in the late 
afternoon when it was north of Bermuda, by a Type IX B German uboat the U-
107 which was commanded by 26 year old ‘uboat ace’ Kapitänleutnant, Harald 
Gelhaus who was a native of Göttingen. The M.V. San Arcadio sank with the loss 
of 42 crew members, including her Captain Walter Fynn, who like Victor is also 
commemorated on the Whitstable, Kent civic war memorial. Survivors of the 
sinking were later picked up by a U.S. Navy Flying boat from VP-74 Squadron, 
and all were subsequently safely landed at Bermuda. 
 
PIZZEY, LESLIE WILLIAM. Seaman, LT/JX 174714. 
Royal Naval Patrol Service, H.M. Trawler Lady Shirley. (H464). 
Died 4 October 1941. Aged 30. 
Born Hackney, London. 
Son of Arthur and Alice Ellen Pizzey (née Shilling). 
Husband of Ruby Pizzey (née West) of Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Lowestoft Naval Memorial. Panel 5, Column 3. 
On the day that Leslie lost his life, H.M. Trawler Lady Shirley, which was 
commanded by Lieutenant-Commander Arthur H. Callaway of the Royal 
Australian Naval Volunteer Reserve, was searching for a merchantman which 
was lying damaged approximately 400 nautical miles west of the Canary Islands. 
At 0840 hours the 470 ton trawler was south of the Canary Islands when the 
trawlers Lookout spotted something that looked like the funnel of a ship, and 
reported what he had seen to Sub-Lieutenant Frederick French, the Watch 
Officer who went to investigate. Just as Sub-Lieutenant French observed the 
object that the Lookout had seen it disappeared, but as he thought that it could 
have been a funnel, or more likely the conning tower of a submarine, Lieutenant-
Commander Callaway immediately altered course to head for the position of the 
object. Having made a positive contact with the Asdic equipment, the trawler 
commenced her attack, and pattern of depth-charges were dropped in the area. 
Shortly afterward jettison the depth-charges, to the stern of the Lady Shirley the 
German uboat U-111 surfaced, and the trawler was then quickly turned hard to 
port to enable the trawlers four inch gun to bear on the German uboat. As the 
Lady Shirley’s point five guns opened fire, the uboat returned fire with a stream of 
cannon shells. The trawlers four inch gun fired but only made a near miss, with 
the uboat firing at the at the same time, and tracer flashes went everywhere. 
Leslie who was the gun layer, when he was hit by a burst of tracer is said to have 
called out "they’ve got me" and he then staggered back, collapsed and died. A 
replacement quickly took over as gun layer and another shot was fired at the U-
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111, and all the while the Lady Shirley’s Hotchkiss gunners continued firing at the 
uboat. As the engagement between the two vessels continued, the crew of Lady 
Shirley could not understand why fortunately the uboat crew had not returned fire 
with its largest deck gun. Eventually the crew of the U-111 crew started to 
abandon ship, and very shortly afterwards the uboat sank. A total of 45 German 
submariners were taken aboard the trawler which left 8 of its crew unaccounted 
for including the uboats commander, 34 year old Kapitänleutnant Wilhelm 
Kleinschmidt. On the voyage back to Gibraltar, during the afternoon a funeral 
service was held for Leslie, at which time his body was committed to the deep, 
and his soul to God, another service was held on the Lady Shirley the following 
day for one of the Germans who had succumbed to his wounds. The 
engagement that had cost Leslie his life was over in just under twenty minutes. 
Lady Shirley's adversary the U-111 had been about twice the size of the trawler, 
and the 44 German submariners that had been rescued (as prisoners) and taken 
to Gibraltar, far outnumbered the little trawlers ships complement. For his part in 
the action, Lieutenant-Commander Callaway was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Order which was an immediate award. “For daring and skill in a brilliant 
action against a U boat in which the Enemy was sunk and surrendered, to H.M.T 
Lady Shirley. Between 0300 hours and 0400 on 11 December 1941, while on 
patrol in the Straits of Gibraltar, H.M. Trawler Lady Shirley was lost with all 
hands, after being torpedoed by the German uboat U-374, which was 
commanded by 26 year old Oberleutnant zur See, Unno von Fischel. At least one 
other man from Kent lost his life serving on H.M. Trawler Lady Shirley when she 
was sunk, he being 24 year old Sub-Lieutenant, Frederick French D.S.C. of 
Gravesend, Kent, who had been the Watch Officer on the day that Leslie died. 
 
POWELL, HOWARD EDWARD. Staff Sergeant, 994148. 
“B” Squadron, 1st Wing, Glider Pilot Regiment, Army Air Corps. 
Died 25 September 1944. Aged 24. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of John Edward Christmas Powell and Kate Powell (née Ashby) of 
Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Arnhem Oosterbeek War Cemetery, Gelderland, Netherlands.  
Grave Ref: 3. A. 3. 
Howard’s birth was registered in the Thanet, Kent registration district during the 
first quarter of 1920. Howard lost his life during the Battle of Arnhem in Holland, 
codenamed “Operation Market Garden.” He was killed in action in the Zilverberg 
area, during the withdrawal of the remnants of his division across the lower 
Rhine. Fellow unit member and Whitstable casualty Trevor Davey is at rest very 
close to Howard and has the grave number 3. A. 11. Trevor is commemorated on 
the Whitstable civic war memorial. Trevor’s primary role during the ill-fated but 
heroic operation was as the Co-Pilot of Horsa glider No. Cn 876, he was killed in 
action near the old church at Kneppelhoutweg, Oosterbeek, during the 
withdrawal of the remnants of his division across the lower Rhine. 
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PRETT, SYDNEY GEORGE. Private, 5385852. 
7th Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. 
Died 16 September 1943. Aged 27. 
Son of George and Lillian Prett (née Shouk). 
Born Kent. Resided South West London. 
Husband of Marion Alison Prett (née Gross) of Balham, London. 
Buried Salerno War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: IV. A. 12. 
Sydney’s birth was registered in the Blean, Kent registration district during the 
third quarter of 1916. Sydney and Marion’s marriage was registered in the 
Wandsworth, London registration district during the first quarter of 1940. 

 
REED, NORMAN ROLLAND. Driver, 4494. 
4 Reserve Motor Transport Company, New Zealand Army Service Corps. 
Died 30 September 1944. Aged 27. 
Born Kent. Resided Auckland, New Zealand. 
Son of Percival Alfred Reed and of Edith Anne Reed (née Wood) of Whitstable, 
Kent. 
Buried Coriano Ridge War Cemetery, Riccione, Italy. Grave Ref: II. E. 4. 
Norman’s was born on 19 November 1916, and his birth was registered in the 
Blean, Kent, Registration District during the first quarter of 1917. At the time of 
his enlistment, Norman stated that he was employed as a Bricklayer. On 26 May 
1941, Norman had been among remnants of the 4 Reserve Motor Transport 
Company, New Zealand Army Service Corps who were making their way to Suda 
Bay on the island of Crete, Greece, when a pair of German Dornier’s and other 
enemy aircraft swooped down and attacked them. During the attack by the 
aircraft, Norman and Driver George O'Halloran from Upper Hutt, Wellington, New 
Zealand were wounded by explosive bullets. Sergeant B.E. Parker, Corporal 
Cam Sawers, and Norman whilst taking cover in a flax bush, became walking 
wounded cases, when a Messerschmitt Me109 fired a burst into the bush. Driver 
Desmond ‘Des’ Campbell Sawyer of Cambridge, Auckland, New Zealand, was 
helping his wounded brother, when was himself wounded when the party 
attempted to shelter from Stuka dive bombers in a wood, ‘Des’ died of his 
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wounds the following day. One of Norman’s comrades; 24 year old Lance 
Corporal, Jack Kenning of Palmerston North, Wellington, New Zealand, when 
mortally wounded, gave Driver Lew Lynn his Bible and two or three other little 
treasures to send to his mother Elizabeth Kenning. Although Lew was taken 
prisoner on 1 June 1941, but in July 1946, as promised he gave the items which 
had been entrusted to him, to Jack Kenning’s mother at Palmerston North, 
Wellington, New Zealand. Tragically having survived several engagements with 
the enemy, Norman died of accidental injuries in Italy on 30 September 1944. 
The site for the cemetery where Norman is at rest was selected in April 1945, 
and it was created from graves brought in from the surrounding battlefields.  
 
ROWDEN, HERBERT VICTOR. Master. 
Merchant Navy, sailing barge ‘Globe’ (Faversham). 
Died 25 February 1941. Aged 30. (Please see below). 
Born Whitstable, Kent. 
Son of Herbert Jasper Rowden and Elizabeth L. A. Rowden (née Conday) of 
Whitstable, Kent. 
Husband of Violet Rowden (née Forton) of Whitstable, Kent.  
Buried Whitstable Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: Section 4Q. Grave 38. 
The 54 ton Sailing Barge Globe hit a mine and sank 6100 yards 79° from 
Garrison Point, Sheerness, Isle of Sheppey, Kent, on the above date. The other 
member of the vessels crew was her Mate, 16 year old Norman Laker, who is 
also commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial, London, and on the Whitstable 
civic war memorial, also at All Saints Church, Whitstable. Herbert and Violet 
married at the parish church of All Saints, Whitstable. Herbert’s age as shown 
above, is as was accessed from his official commemoration by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission, but it was noted that his headstone at 
Whitstable Cemetery, shows that at the time of his demise he was 29 years old. 
As Herbert’s birth was registered in the Blean, Kent, Registration District during 
the third quarter of 1911, it would be indicative of him being 29 years old when he 
lost his life. 
 
SAMPSON, WILLIAM EDWARD. D.S.M. Petty Officer, C/J 103536. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Calcutta. (D82). 
Died 1 June 1941. Aged 35. 
Son of William Edward and Elizabeth Margaret Sampson. 
Husband of Gertrude Lucy Sampson of Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 41, Column 3. 
H.M.S. Calcutta was a 4290 ton Cairo class light cruiser that was built by Vickers 
Shipbuilders of Barrow-in-Furness. Although she was laid down on 18 October 
1917 and launched on 9 July 1918, she did not take part in the Great War as she 
was not commissioned until 21 August 1919. Prior to the Second World War, 
H.M.S. Calcutta was taken in hand for reconstruction as an anti-aircraft cruiser at 
Chatham Dockyard, Kent, in 1938 and the work on her was completed in July 
1939. Following the work at Chatham, she was commanded between 23 August 
1939 and 18 March 1940 by Captain Herbert ‘Bertie’ A. Packer, (1894-1962) who 
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later was Knighted and became an Admiral K.C.B, C.B.E. From18 March 1940, 
the ship was commanded by Captain Dennis Marescaux Lees, D.S.O., R.N. who 
was in command of H.M.S. Calcutta when she was sunk in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, about 100 nautical miles west-north-west of Alexandria, Egypt. 
William’s ship was hit by 2 bombs which were dropped from German Junkers Ju-
88 dive-bombers. There were 255 survivors of the sinking of H.M.S. Calcutta. 
Notification of the award of the Distinguished Service Medal to William was 
printed on page 4653 of the London Gazette dated 26 July 1940, and reads: - 
“For good services in successful operations which prevented much war material 
from falling into the hands of the enemy.” Dennis Marescaux Lees survived the 
sinking, and on 8 January 1949 he was promoted to a Rear-Admiral. 
 
SEATH, PETER FRANK RICHARD. Gunner, 1533331. 
154 Battery, 52 (East Lancashire) Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery. 
Died 5 October 1941. Aged 22. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Alfred and Rose Louise Seath (née Cornes) of Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Berlin 1939-45 War Cemetery, Germany. Grave Ref: 10. A. 2. 
Peter’s birth was registered in the Blean, Kent, Registration District in the second 
quarter of 1919. Peter’s Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, was a Territorial Army 
formation of the Royal Regiment of Artillery. At the commencement of the 
Second World War, the 52 (East Lancashire) Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal 
Artillery (T.A.), was comprised of 154, 155, and 156 Batteries. In November 1939 
as part of 1 Corps it went over to France to serve in the British Expeditionary 
Force. Following the fall of France and the Low Countries it returned to England 
in June 1940. Until going to serve in North Africa in August 1941, Peter’s unit 
served in a Home Defence role in the United Kingdom, during which time in May 
1941, No. 38 and No. 100 Batteries were added to its strength. From August 
1943, the Light Anti Aircraft Regiment served in Italy as part of the British 8th 
Army. Approximately eighty percent of the casualties at rest in the cemetery 
where Peter is buried were airmen, who were lost in the air raids over Berlin and 
other towns in eastern Germany. The remainder were men who like Peter, who 
was taken prisoner in the Middle East, died as prisoners of war, some of them in 
the forced march into Germany from the camps in Poland, in front of the 
advancing Russians. 
 
STEPHENS, GEORGE MAXWELL. Sergeant (Observer), 580772. 
Royal Air Force. 
Died 24 May 1940. Aged 21. 
Son of George and Maud Bessie Stephens (née Churchill) of Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Ford Park Cemetery, Plymouth, Devon. 
Grave Ref: Church Section H.A. Row 4. Grave 42. 
George’s birth was registered in the Bristol, Gloucestershire, registration district 
during the last quarter of 1919, as George M. Stephens. On his forms of 
remembrance at Whitstable, Kent, the late Sergeant Stephens is commemorated 
on the town civic war memorial as M.G. Stephens, and on the All Saints parish 
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church, Second World War memorial plaque he is commemorated as Maxwell 
George Stephens, but he is commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission as being George Maxwell Stephens. Of the 120,660 Air Force 
personnel who lost their lives during the Second World War, 891 were lost in May 
1940. Due to the plethora of excellent publications which provide additional 
details of allied and axis air force Second World War casualties, it is usually 
possible to obtain details surrounding the losses of airman, particularly of air 
crews. Unfortunately the CWGC commemoration details of George (or Maxwell) 
does not show which squadron he was serving in at the time of his death, which 
in turn then makes it difficult to access additional further details about how he 
died. By virtue of the fact George was a Sergeant (Observer) at the time he died; 
it would appear to indicate that he was air crew. At the time of George’s death, it 
was prior to the date when all of the Royal Air Force air crew personnel held the 
rank of at least Sergeant, and as such it is possible that 19 year old Aircraftman 
1st Class (Wireless Operator), Robert R. Lamont of Johnstone, Renfrewshire, 
Scotland, might have died with George. It was noted whilst trying to ascertain 
why, how, and where George died, that Robert died on the same day, and is also 
at rest in Ford Park Cemetery, Plymouth, Devon. 
 
STEVENSON, GRAHAM EUGENE.  
Aircraftman 2nd Class (Wireless Operator), 1600747 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 
Died 12 April 1943. Aged 19. 
Son of Harold Eugene and Ivy Muriel Stevenson (née Perkins) of Whitstable, 
Kent. 
Buried Hereford Cemetery, Westfaling Street, Hereford, Herefordshire. 
Grave Ref: Plot A. (Church of England). Grave 5558. 
Graham’s birth was registered in the St. Olave, Greater London district during the 
third quarter of 1923. Although purely speculation on the part of the transcriber of 
these brief commemorations, but in view of Graham’s place of burial, it would 
seem likely that he was serving at Royal Air Force, Hereford at the time of his 
death. R.A.F. Hereford was officially opened in June 1940, by the formation of 
No. 11 School of Technical Training, which remained there until 1947 and was 
joined from 1942 to 1946 by the School of Torpedo Maintenance. Although never 
a Royal Air Force operational flying station, it was responsible for training the 
airmen who were to keep the aircraft in the air, providing airframe and engine 
fitters for R.A.F. Bomber Command's Halifaxes and Lancasters and for R.A.F. 
Fighter Commands Hurricanes, Spitfires and other fighter aircraft. R.A.F. 
Hereford also provided torpedo experts for the torpedo bombers of R.A.F. 
Coastal Command. Graham’s death was registered in the Hereford, 
Herefordshire, registration district during the second quarter of 1943. 
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STROUD, FRED. Second Hand, LT/JX 191886. 
Royal Naval Patrol Service, H.M.S. Whitethorn. 
Died 30 October 1942. Aged 24. 
Son of Ernest and Lucy Elizabeth Stroud (née Smith) of Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Akureyri Cemetery, Iceland. Grave Ref: Military Plot. Row B. Grave 8. 
Fred’s birth was registered in the Blean, Kent registration district during the first 
quarter of 1918. The 530 ton Tree class MS Trawler on which Fred served, was 
built by the Smith's Dock Co., Ltd. at South Bank-on-Tees, and was 
commissioned 28 February 1940. She was one of twenty Tree class MS Trawlers 
which normally had a crew of 35, H.M.S. Whitethorn survived the Second World 
War and was sold in March 1946. Six of Tree class MS Trawlers were lost during 
the Second World War. Fred’s ship commanded by Lieutenant W.J. Griffiths 
Royal Naval Reserve, served in ‘Iceland Command’ which was commanded by 
Rear-Admiral R.J.R. Scott A.M., as an anti-submarine trawler in the 21st Anti-
Submarine Group. Fred was not killed in action, but tragically he died of injuries 
which were as the result of an accident. 
 
SUGDEN, ALFRED JAMES FREDERICK. Lieutenant Colonel, 14508. 
160 Field Regiment, Royal Artillery. 
Died 7 April 1943. Aged 41. 
Born and resided India. 
Son of Alfred and Florence Stanway Sugden. 
Husband of Pamela Elizabeth Sugden (née Pickwoad). 
Buried Calcutta (Bhowanipore) Cemetery, India.  
Grave Ref: Plot O. Row G. Grave 43. 
Pre war member of the Royal Artillery, Alfred had been an Instructor at Quetta 
Staff College in 1942. The 160 Field Regiment, Royal Artillery which Alfred 
commanded, was formed in June 1941 at Jhansi, India, from ‘A’ Battery, 155 
Field Regiment, Royal Artillery. Subsequently the 160 Field Regiment served in 
India from the time of its forming in 1941 to 1943, serving in the 14th and 26th 
Indian Divisions. In April 1943 after Alfred’s death, it served in the Arakan, Burma 
as part of the 26th Indian Division, and in September 1943 was converted to a 
Jungle Field Regiment, and served on ‘Special Duties’ as Chindits. In December 
1944 whilst still serving in the 26th Indian Division, the 160 Field Regiment 
returned to India briefly, but went back to fight in Burma the following month. In 
May 1945 the regiment returned again to India, and in June 1945 served as 101 
Line of Communication troops at Ranchi, India. On 23 October 1943, Alfred’s 
widow married Lieutenant Colonel, James Dighton Butler of the 15th/19th King's 
Royal Hussars. 
 
WAITT, JIMMIE THOMAS. Third Officer. 
Merchant Navy, S.S. San Gerardo (London). 
Died Tuesday 31 March 1943. Aged 21. 
Born Whitstable, Kent 6 October 1920. 
Son of James and Helena Waitt (née Fullalove). 
Commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial, London. Panel 92. 
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Jimmie’s Merchant Navy Discharge Number was 3219379. Built in 1922 by 
Palmers Shipbuilding & Iron Co Ltd, of Jarrow and Hebburn-on-Tyne, and owned 
by the Eagle Oil & Shipping Co Ltd, London, at 2222 hours on Tuesday 31 March 
1942 the unescorted 12915 ton steam tanker S.S. San Gerardo was hit by two 
torpedoes fired from the German u-boat U-71, which was commanded by 33 year 
old Kapitänleutnant (Lieutenant Commander) Walter Flachsenberg, and sank by 
the stern when she was southeast of New York, USA in position 36.N/67.W. it 
being approximately 700 miles off Cape Hatteras, whilst the tanker was traveling 
unescorted from Curacao to Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, with a cargo of 17000 
tons of Admiralty fuel oil. The ships Master 44 year old Stanley Foley, 47 crew 
members, two DEMS gunners and one passenger were lost, but three of the 
tankers crew, and three DEMS gunners were picked up by the British 9556 ton 
tanker, Regent Panther and landed at Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. Laid down 
on Thursday 21 December 1939 and commissioned almost exactly a year later 
on Saturday 14 December 1940, the U-71 survived the Second World War during 
which the submarine had 6 commanders who between them sank 5 ships 
totaling of 38894 tons. From mid June 1943 the u-boat was primarily used as a 
training vessel, and was scuttled on Wednesday 2 May 1945 in Wilhelmshaven, 
Germany. Although the U-71 had 6 commanders during its time, the 5 ships sunk 
by the submarine were all when Walter Flachsenberg was in command, and all 
during the u-boats sixth active war patrol which had started from St. Nazaire, 
Loire-Atlantique, France on Monday 23 February 1942, and that ended after 
eight weeks at sea when the U-71 arrived at La Pallice, La Rochelle, Charente-
Maritime France, on Monday 20 April 1942. Walter Flachsenberg was born on 26 
October 1908 in Mönchen-Gladbach, and like the U-71, he too survived the 
Second World War having been promoted to Korvettenkapitän (Commander) on 
Wednesday 1 July 1942.  Walter Flachsenberg died on 3 November 1994, aged 
86. A type VIIC submarine the U-71 was built by F Krupp, Germaniawerft, AG in 
Kiel, Schleswig-Holstein, Germany the U-71 was laid down on Thursday 21 
December 1939 and commissioned on Saturday 14 December 1940 being 
amongst 131 submarines of different types that were commissioned into the 
Kriegsmarine from their Kiel shipyard between the end of June 1935 and 
Saturday 14 April 1945. 
 
WALLIS-STOLZLE , RONALD WALTER. Pilot Officer (Pilot), 80064. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 78 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 9 May 1941. Aged 33. 
Son of Mr. and Mrs. G. Wallis-Stolzle of Southcoat, South Street, Whitstable, 
Kent.  
Buried Sage War Cemetery, Oldenburg, Germany. Grave Ref: 11. A. 7. 
Ronald was one of the five man crew of Whitley bomber T4147  EY-D which took 
of at 2225 hours on 8 May 1941 from R.A.F. Middleton-St-George, County 
Durham. Flown by 20 year old Sergeant (Pilot), Lawrence Thorpe of 
Leytonstone, Essex, the Whitley was taking part in a raid on Bremen, Germany, 
which was not very successful. Whitley bomber T4147  EY-D crashed at 
Heisfelde in the northern outskirts of Leer, Ostfriesland, Germany, killing all the 
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crew who are all at rest in Sage War Cemetery. During the same night that 
R.A.F. Bomber Command aircraft were carrying out the raid on Bremen, and 
another raid on Hamburg, 507 Luftwaffe bombers carried out a massive raid on 
London which causes many fires and crippled the rail system in the city. 
Liverpool suffered its seventh consecutive night air raid, and Belfast, Clydeside 
and Humberside also suffered in a heavy week of air raids. Although purely 
supposition by the transcriber of these brief commemorations, but whilst carrying 
out the researches of the Whitstable war deaths, various details were found 
which would seem to indicate that Ronald’s family surname had originally been 
Stolzle. During the first quarter of 1908, the birth of a Ronald Walter W. Stolzle 
was registered in the Lewisham Registration District, which ties in with the date 
and age of Ronald when he was killed at Heisfelde, Germany. Other data found 
shows the marriage of a Mr. Gustav Adolf O.K. Stolzle and Miss Elizabeth Mary 
Wallis, in the St. Saviours Registration District in 1893. At the time of the 1901 
census the Stolzle family was residing at Foots Cray, Kent. Head of the house 
was Gustav Stolzle, who the census enumerator recorded as being a native of 
Austria, aged 33 and employed as a Merchants Clerk. Elizabeth was recorded as 
being aged 30 and a native of Paddington, London, and employed by the London 
Scholl Board as a Scholl Teacher. Also recorded on the census was a son Otto, 
aged 7 who was a native of Nunhead, London. During the Great War Otto 
enlisted in the army at Blackheath, Kent, and served as a Lance Corporal in the 
20th (County of London) Battalion, (Blackheath and Woolwich), London 
Regiment. Otto later served as a Corporal in the 5th Army Wireless Company, 
Royal Engineers. On 25 April 1917 Otto died, aged 23, and is at rest in Varennes 
Military Cemetery, Somme. France. Otto’s CWGC commemoration shows him as 
being the son of G. A. Wallis-Stolzle of 15, Benson Road, Forest Hill, London. It 
was noted by the transcriber that on some data appertaing to Otto’s army 
service, some are shown with his surname as Stolzle, and others as Wallis-
Stolzle. Probably like many British families with Germanic names during the two 
world wars, the Stolzle family had simply added Elizabeth’s maiden name to that 
of Stolzle, and it became Wallis-Stolzle. If anybody had ever doubted the loyalty 
and/or allegiance of Gustav Stolzle to Great Britain during his lifetime, the loss of 
his sons in both the world wars would have been abundant but costly proof. 
 
WALSH, BASIL GRAHAM. Flight Lieutenant, 106046. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 37 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 27 January 1944. Aged 23. 
Son of Walter Graham Walsh and of Winifred Mary Walsh (née Stroud) of the 
City of London. 
Commemorated on the Malta Memorial, Floriana, Malta, G.C.  
Panel 13, Column 1. 
Basil’s birth was registered in the Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey, registration 
district during the second quarter of 1920. 
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WALTER, CLAUD BRANSBY. Flight Lieutenant (Observer), 44227. 
105 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 23 October 1942. Aged 25. 
Son of Alfred Bransby Walter and Alice Bransby Walter (née Belor). 
Husband of Desiree Nancy Walter of Brayford, Devon. 
Buried Westdongeradeel (Raard) Protestant Churchyard, Friesland, Netherlands. 
Grave Ref: Row 16. Grave B. 
Claud was the Observer in a Mosquito bomber DZ343 GB-Z which had only been 
first flown operationally by his squadron on 21 October 1942. Flown by 25 year 
old Squadron Leader (Pilot), Joseph C. Simpson, the Mosquito took off at 1253 
hours on 23 October 1942 from R.A.F. Marham, Norfolk, to take part in a low-
level attack by 4 Mosquitos on Hengelo, Overijssel, Holland. Claude’s aircraft is 
believed to have been shot down by light Flak, and crashed at 1502 hours near 
Raard, Friesland), approximately west-south-west of Dokkum, Holland. Claud 
and Joseph was a New Zealander serving in the Royal Air Force, are at rest in 
adjacent graves in Westdongeradeel (Raard) Protestant Cemetery. Dutch eye 
witnesses reported that the Mosquito was in flames when it crashed, and that an 
explosion occurred moments after the impact. Claud’s pilot had been Mentioned 
in Despatches prior to his death. 
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WILLIAMS , EDGAR ALLEN CLUTTON. Sergeant, 926464. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 217 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 21 August 1941. Aged 26. 
Born Bexleyheath, Kent 19 June 1914. 
Son of Paymaster Lieutenant Edgar Avallon Clutton Williams, Royal Naval 
Reserve, and Eveline Martha Clutton Williams (née Joyce) of 7, West Cliff, 
Whitstable, Kent. 
Husband of Brenda May Williams of Lancing, Sussex. 
Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 54. 
Edgar was amongst the four man crew of an R.A.F. Coastal Command Bristol 
Beaufort No. N1041  MW-S, which took of in company with another aircraft at 
1445 hours from R.A.F. St. Eval, Cornwall, to carry out a ‘Rover Patrol.’ The 
Beaufort, which was flown by Pilot Officer, Peter F.R. Graham D.F.C., 
R.A.F.(V.R.), crashed in the sea off the coast of Loire-Atlantique, France. Like 
Edgar, Peter Graham is commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial, as is 
another member of the Beaufort’s crew 25 year old Sergeant Ralph Marshall of 
Lupset, Wakefield, Yorkshire. The other member of the crew 21 year old Pilot 
Officer (Observer), John A.V. Stockley, is at rest at Escoublac-la-Baule, War 
Cemetery, Loire-Atlantique, France. Having been disbanded after the Great War 
on 18 October 1919, 217 Squadron, Royal Air Force was reformed on 15 March 
1937 as a general reconnaissance squadron based at R.A.F. Boscombe Down, 
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Amesbury, Salisbury, Wiltshire, and was equipped with Avro Ansons. At the 
commencement of the Second World War the squadron took up its station and 
started flying patrols over the western approaches to the English Channel. For 
the next two years it was based at R.A.F. St. Eval which it occupied in an 
unfinished state in October 1939. In May 1940 Edgar’s squadron began to 
receive the Beauforts, but teething troubles prevented these from being used 
operationally until 25 September 1940, and the Anson aircraft did not terminate 
their patrols until December the same year. On the same day that Edgar was 
killed, three Luftwaffe Junkers Ju 88 dive-bombers bombed R.A.F. St. Eval 
causing damage to two hangars and destroying three parked Blenheim bombers. 
Two of the German aircraft were shot down by 217 Squadron, R.A.F. Hawker 
Hurricane fighters. In excess of 1,000 aircrew and ground staff lost their lives at 
R.A.F. St. Eval between 1939 and 1959 whilst the station was operational, the 
majority being Second World War aircrew personnel. In 1989 a memorial was 
dedicated for those all those who had served at R.A.F. St. Eval, which includes a 
memorial window and Book of Remembrance, which are located in the parish 
church of St. Uvelus, and in April 2005 a memorial of Cornish granite was 
unveiled at the gateway to the church at St. Eval. Having retired in 1938, and 
became a civilian Accountant, the William’s brothers father; Edgar Avallon 
Clutton Williams, of the Royal Naval Reserve served again from 1939 to 1942. 
 
WILLIAMS , ERIC SUTHERLAND CLUTTON. Sergeant, 527375. 
230 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 25 July 1942. Aged 25. 
Born Bexleyheath, Kent 13 February 1916. 
Son of Paymaster Lieutenant Edgar Avallon Clutton Williams, Royal Naval 
Reserve, and Eveline Martha Clutton Williams (née Joyce) of 7, West Cliff, 
Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Alamein Memorial, Egypt. Column 263. 
230 Squadron, Royal Air Force was based at Seletar, Singapore when the first of 
its Short Sunderland flying boats were received during 1938. Following the 
declaration of the Second World War, the squadron moved to Egypt where its 
primary role was carrying out anti-submarine patrols over the Mediterranean. 
Operations undertaken by the squadron were stepped up in 1940 when Italy 
declared war, and the squadrons aircraft transported freight and troops between 
Egypt and North Africa, before joining the evacuation of Greece, Yugoslavia and 
Crete during 1941. Eric was part of the ten man crew of one of 230 Squadron, 
R.A.F. Short Sunderland’s that took off from Aboukir, near Alexandria, Egypt, on 
a routine coastal anti-submarine patrol, and which never returned. There was no 
radio contact from the flight indicating any sort of problems, no German or Italian 
pilot claimed the aircraft as a ‘kill’ and no sign of the plane was ever found. A pre-
war member of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, the Sunderland’s pilot, 24 
year old Flight Lieutenant, Ephraim Hugh ‘Hughie’ Brown, of Portaferry, County 
Down, Northern Ireland, was an experienced pilot who had served with 112 
Squadron, Royal Air Force from the end of October 1940 to mid April 1941 
before joining Eric’s squadron. All ten crew were lost and are commemorated on 
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the Alamein Memorial, Egypt. Amongst the Sunderland’s crew was another ‘Kent’ 
casualty who was 28 year old Pilot Officer, Kenneth Frederick Harding, a son of 
Alfred Hector and Florence Harding, and the husband of Ena Clarice Harding, of 
Gravesend, Kent. Kenneth is also commemorated in the Gravesham, Kent, 
Borough Council Book of Rememberance. In January 1943, 230 Squadron 
moved to East Africa to carry out patrols over the Indian Ocean, before 
successive moves to Ceylon and India found the squadron returning British 
servicemen home after the end of the War. 
 
WILLIAMS , JAMES LESLIE CLUTTON. Sergeant (Pilot), 741421. 
Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 3 Squadron, Royal Air Force. 
Died 15 May 1940. Aged 21. 
Born Bexleyheath, Kent 8 March 1919. 
Son of Paymaster Lieutenant Edgar Avallon Clutton Williams, Royal Naval 
Reserve, and Eveline Martha Clutton Williams (née Joyce) of 7, West Cliff,  
Whitstable, Kent. 
Commemorated on the Runnymede Memorial. Panel 21. 
James was the pilot of Hawker Hurricane L1645, when he was shot down and 
killed by a Messerschmitt Bf.109 which was piloted by a future Luftwaffe ‘ace,’ 21 
year old Oberleutnant Joachim Müncheberg, near Dinant, Namur, Belgium, it 
being victory number 4 of the 135 aerial victories claimed by Joachim 
Müncheberg, whilst taking part in over 500 missions prior to his death,. Much 
decorated, the then Major J. Müncheberg was killed on 23 March 1943 over 
Tunisia, in a Messerschmitt Bf. 109, whilst engaged in combat with USAAF 
Spitfire fighters from the 52nd Fighter Group. After shooting down one of his 
opponents he was in collision with a second aircraft, and crashed to his death.  
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WITNEY, PETER NORMAN. Captain, 111843. 
B.A. (Cantab.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.), M.R.C.S. (Eng.). 
27 Company, Royal Army Medical Corps. 
Died 25 December 1941. Aged 28. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of Doctor Ernest William Witney, J.P., and of Lottie May Witney (née 
Lampret) of Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Stanley Military Cemetery, Hong Kong, China.  
Grave Ref: 2. A. Collective grave 1. 
Commemorated on the “St. Stephen’s Massacre Memorial,” Hong Kong, China, 
and also via the impressive stained glass memorial window as shown above. 
Peter’s birth was registered in the Blean, Kent registration district during the 
second quarter of 1913. Apart from the fact that it was on Christmas Day that 
Peter lost his life, but in view of his place of burial the above date is also of 
significance, as it was when Hong Kong fell to the Japanese following a brief but 
intense period of fighting. 27 Company, Royal Army Medical Corps to which 
Peter belonged was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Cedric O. Shackleton, 
and was comprised of 26 Officers and 146 other ranks. Peter was working as an 
army Doctor at St. Stephen's College, Hong Kong, part of which was being used 
as a hospital. At approximately 0800 hours on Christmas Day 1941 the Japanese 
massacred many of the defenseless patients at the hospital who had been 
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wounded or were ill, most of whom were bayoneted to death in their beds. As 
well as the patients, members of the medical staff, all of which were of course 
unarmed, were also bayoneted to death, and the females were all raped by the 
Japanese soldiers before being killed. It is still unclear how many people were 
the victims of the “St. Stephen’s Massacre,” and doubtless that will always be the 
case. Only five of the victims are named on the “St. Stephen’s Massacre 
Memorial,” they are Lieutenant-Colonel G.D. Black (O.B.E.), Captain P.N. 
Witney, Mrs. Eileen Begg, Mrs. Albert Buxton, and Mrs. Marjorie Smith. Apart 
from Peter, the four other named victims were members of the Hong Kong 
Volunteer Defence Corps. Although not individually named, the memorial also 
commemorates many unknown British, Canadian, Indian, and Chinese civilian 
and military personnel victims of the Massacre. Our sincere thanks are extended 
once again to Mr. John Lee of Hong Kong, China, for providing some of the 
additional information and the photograph above. Peter’s highly medically 
qualified father had been an ‘Honoury Member’ of the medical staff, at the 
Whitstable & Tankerton Hospital, Northwood Road, Whitstable. 
 
WOOD, GREGORY DILLON. Captain, 105266. 
5th Battalion, East Yorkshire Regiment. 
Died Tuesday 6 April 1943. Aged 32. 
Born and resided Kent. 
Son of William George Sydney Wood and G. Alice Wood (née Dillon) of 9 
Cromwell Road, Whitstable, Kent.  
Buried Sfax War Cemetery, Tunisia. Grave Ref: III. E. 22. 
Commemorated on the King’s School, Canterbury, Kent, Roll of Honour. 
Gregory was born at Whitstable on the 6 August 1912. He was educated at 
Junior King’s from January 1923, and at the King’s School Canterbury from 
January 1926 to April 1930, where he was a dayboy. On leaving the school he 
joined the Stock Exchange. At the commencement of the Second World War 
Gregory went for officer training in the 162nd officer Cadet Training Unit, which 
was part of the Honourable Artillery Company. He was commissioned as a 
Second Lieutenant in the 5th Battalion, East Yorkshire Regiment on 12 
November 1939. After being posted to serve in North Africa, he was promoted to 
the rank of Captain. Gregory was killed by a bomb during the Battle of Wadi 
Akarit in Tunisia. At rest in the same cemetery as Gregory is 27 year old Private, 
Eric Anderson, V.C., who was also serving in the 5th Battalion, East Yorkshire 
Regiment, when he too lost his life on the same day as Gregory. A native of 
Fagley, Bradford, Yorkshire, prior to his army service Eric had been employed as 
a Driver for a building and contracting firm in Idle, Yorkshire. Following the fall of 
the ‘Mareth Line,’ and the enemy forces falling back to the ‘Wadi-Akarit Line,’ it 
was originally hoped that it too would quickly fall to the British 8th Army. By the 
time that the 1st Armoured Division and the New Zealand Division reached the 
Wadi-Akarit position on Monday 29 March 1943 after a slow advance across 
difficult terrain, the Axis forces had well prepared an 18 mile stretch running from 
the Mediterranean, and with the opposite flank abutting impassible salt marches, 
and the Chort Djend lakes. The line being defended by the Germans and Italians 
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was far easier to defend than attack, and had been the first choice line of 
defence by Irwin Rommel as opposed to the ‘Mareth Line,’ which speaks 
volumes as to the difficulty which the 5th Battalion, East Yorkshire Regiment and 
other attacking units faced. On the day that Gregory and Eric lost their lives, their 
battalion was taking part in ‘Operation Scipio,’ with the 8th Army at the Battle of 
the Wadi-Akarit, Tunisia, and made a dawn attack on a strongly held and 
defended enemy location on the Wadi-Akarit, with “A” Company leading the 
assault. Some progress had been made, when “A” Company was advancing up 
an exposed forward slope, it suddenly came under the combined intense fire 
from enemy machine guns and mortars, firing from a well prepared position less 
than two hundred yards away. Due to the predicament that “A” Company was in, 
and with mounting casualties it was forced to withdraw and took cover behind the 
crest of a hill as best they could. Due primarily as the results of their wounds, 
inevitably not all of the “A” Company personnel could retire to the comparative 
‘safety’ of the crest of the hill. It was upon Eric seeing what was happening to the 
wounded, as they pinned down as the enemy machine gunners raked the 
ground, that he carried out his heroic actions by going out under fire to rescue 
wounded men, his actions being best summed up in the citation for his Victoria 
Cross, which was published in the London Gazette of Thursday 29 July 1943, 
and which gives the following details: “On 6th April, 1943, a battalion of the East 
Yorkshire Regiment was attacking a strongly held enemy locality on the Wadi 
Akarit in Tunisia. One company of the battalion was forced to withdraw in the 
face of intense and accurate machine-gun and mortar fire, leaving a few 
wounded in the open. Private Anderson, a stretcher-bearer, carried three 
wounded men from the bullet-swept slope, and while administering first aid to the 
fourth man was hit and mortally wounded. By this valour, complete disregard for 
personal safety and courage under fire, Private Anderson probably saved the 
lives of three of his comrades. His gallantry was an inspiration to all who 
witnessed it.” In May 1943, the war in North Africa came to an end in Tunisia with 
the defeat of the Axis powers by a combined Allied force. In the south, the Axis 
forces defeated in Egypt at El Alamein withdrew into Tunisia along the coast 
through Libya, pursued by the Allied Eighth Army. Most of those buried in Sfax 
War Cemetery died in attacks on successive Axis positions at Medenine, the 
Mareth Line and Wadi-Akarit, in March and April 1943. The cemetery contains 
1,253 Commonwealth burials of the Second World War, 52 of them unidentified. 
The engagement which cost 38 members of the 5th Battalion, East Yorkshire 
Regiment their lives on Tuesday 6 April 1943 was historic, being the last great 
pitched battle between the British 8th Army and its old enemy, the Afrika Corps. 
Gregory was not the sole ‘Kent’ casualty who fell in his battalion on Tuesday 6 
April 1943 during the fighting at Wadi-Akarit. Private, Frederick W. Osbourne of 
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, and Serjeant, Leonard H.G. Rayner of Penge, 
Kent, also lost their lives during the battle. Leonard is at rest in grave II. C. 12. at 
Sfax War Cemetery, and Eric Anderson V.C., lies in grave II. C. 14. 
 



 

 83 

 
WOODWARD, WILLIAM CHARLES. Petty Officer, C/J 84873. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Vesper. (D55). 
Died 12 March 1943. Aged 43. 
Born Hornsey, London 16 June 1900. 
Husband of Kathleen Frances Woodward (née Lockyer) of Whitstable, Kent. 
Buried Whitstable Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: Grave 15. 
William was a veteran of the Great War, having enlisted in the Royal Navy as a 
Boy. William and Kathleen’s marriage was registered in the Edmonton, 
Middlesex registration district during the third quarter of 1923. H.M.S. Vesper 
was an 1188 ton V&W class destroyer which was built by A. Stephen & Sons Ltd. 
of Glasgow, Scotland. Laid down on 27 December 1916, William’s ship was 
commissioned on 20 February 1918. Having survived the Second World War 
H.M.S. Vesper was sold to be broken up for scrap on 4 March 1947.  
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The following casualties are buried in the churchya rd of All Saints, 
Whitstable, but are not commemorated within the chu rch. 

 

 
HENBERRY, FREDERICK JOHN. Private, 3807. 
1/13th (County of London) Princess Louise’ Kensington Battalion, London 
Regiment. 
Died 7 September 1920. 
Born Fulham, Middlesex. Enlisted Waltham Green (1914), and Kingston-on-
Thames, Surrey (1915). 
Husband of Mrs. Amy Henberry (née Davenport). 
Frederick married Miss Amy Davenport in Fulham on 17 April 1900. He has 
proved to be the most difficult of all of those associated with All Saints Church to 
positively identify and research. Normally the British members of the armed 
forces etcetera, who died in or resultant of the Great War, are far easier to 
research than the victims of the Second World War, but for a number of reasons 
it does not apply here. Over the years of researching, the transcriber of these 
brief commemorations has noticed that some families are never shown on 
census entries, or at best only on some years, and it would appear that situation 
might be applicable here as no positive census match has been located for the 
above former soldier. Adding to the difficulty whilst researching was the fact that 
Frederick had enlisted twice during the Great War. On 28 August 1914, Frederick 



 

 85 

enlisted at Waltham Green Town Hall. At the time of his enlistment, Frederick 
stated that he was 31 years old, and that he was employed as a Painter. He 
stated that he was married, and that he had previously served in the 4th 
Battalion, East Surrey Regiment. In response to the question “Are you willing to 
be enlisted for General Service?” Frederick replied yes, in the Middlesex 
Regiment, unlike many other men Frederick was attested the same day to serve 
in the regiment of his choice as Private, 1781, Middlesex Regiment. On 6 
October 1914, Frederick was posted to the 5th (Reserve) Battalion, Middlesex 
Regiment, and twenty days later he was posted to the 14th (Reserve) Battalion, 
Middlesex Regiment. Having served for 92 days, Frederick was discharged from 
the army on 27 November 1914. As John Henberry, Frederick re-enlisted in the 
army on 14 January 1915, for a term of 4 years in the United Kingdom, in the 
Territorial Force, at which time he resided at 8, Cassidy Lane, Fulham, London. 
At the time of his second war time enlistment, he stated that he was aged 33 
years and 10 months, and that he had previously served in the 4th Battalion, 
East Surrey Regiment. Between 7 June 1915 and 28 June 1915, he was a 
patient at the Fulham Military Hospital, St. Dunstan’s Road, Hammersmith, 
London W6, where he was receiving treatment for Chronic Pneumonia. Having 
served for 1 year and 25 days within the United Kingdom, ‘John’ was discharged 
on 7 February 1916 due to “Being no longer physically fit for War Service.” When 
he was discharged, his home address was at 60, Eleby Street, Fulham, London, 
S.W.6. The 1/13th (County of London) Princess Louise's Kensington Battalion, 
London Regiment was mobilised on 4 August 1914 at Iverna Gardens, 
Kensington in 4th London Brigade and the 2nd London Division. It would seem 
likely that Frederick was either a local Whitstable resident, or possibly at the time 
of his death he had been convalescing in the seaside town. 
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JONES, RALPH FREDERICK. Serjeant, 15776. 
7th (Service) Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment. 
Died 9 August 1919. 
Born Childs Hill, Hendon, Middlesex. Enlisted Watford, Hertfordshire. 
Son of Charles Edward Jones on “Penarth,” Field Road, Oxhey, Harrow, 
Hertfordshire, and of Amelia Frederica Jones (née Morse). 
When Ralph enlisted in the army on 7 September 1914, he stated that he was 
aged 20 years and 4 months, and that he was employed as a Carpenter and 
Joiner. He joined the Bedfordshire Regiment at Bedford, on the same day that he 
enlisted and was attested to the regiment. Two days after enlisting, Ralph was 
posted to the 7th (Service) Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment, in which he then 
remained until being medically discharged on 20 March 1917, due to “Being no 
longer physically fit for War Service.” During his time spent serving in his 
battalion, Ralph was appointed to a Lance Corporal on 1 January 1915, 
promoted to the rank of Corporal on 27 February 1915, and to a Serjeant on 16 
July 1915. Ralph was posted to serve in the British Expeditionary Force on 26 
July 1915, and then served on the Western Front with his battalion until 24 July 
1916, when he was then sent back to England. Although Ralph is quite properly 
commemorated as having been a member of the above battalion, it was 
doubtless indicative of the battalion in which he had served during the years of 
the Great War. The remnants of the 7th (Service) Battalion, Bedfordshire 
Regiment were reduced to a cadre, and as a cadre its members went to the 2nd 
Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment on 25 May 1918, and were all later absorbed 
into that battalion on 31 July 1918. 
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MEAGER, RONALD GEORGE. Volunteer. 
4th Kent (St. Augustine) Battalion, Home Guard. 
Died 9 September 1940. Aged 26. 
Born London. 
Son of Wing Commander George G. Meager, M.B.E., and Jane Ester Meager 
(née Ellis). 
Husband of Letitia Meager (née Best) of Whitstable, Kent. 
Grave Ref: Section 2. Row Q. Grave 9. 
Ronald’s birth was registered in the Fulham, London registration district during 
the third quarter of 1914. During the Great War, Ronald’s father had served as a 
Lance Corporal in the Coldstream Guards, prior to transferring to the Royal Air 
Force. 
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MILLAR , CHARLES BRYCE. M.M. Private, 905132. 
10th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Alberta Regiment). 
Died 30 October 1918. Aged 46. 
Born Wiarton, Ontario, Canada 25 March 1872.  
Son of Bryce Burgess Millar and Elizabeth Millar (née Ewing) of Wiarton, Ontario, 
Canada. 
Husband of the late Kate Dunlop Millar (née Dunlop). 
Charles is commemorated on page 471 of the Canadian First World War Book of 
Remembrance. 
A resident of Peace River, Alberta, Canada, Charles stated that he was a 
widowed Rancher when he enlisted in the army at Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, 
on 28 July 1916. Charles had married 27 teacher Miss Kate Dunlop of Napier, 
Canada on 29 January 1903 at Napier. Kate was the daughter of Richard and 
Christena Dunlop (née Campbell). When Charles enlisted in the Canadian 
Infantry, he stated that he was a Rancher, and a widower, naming his mother 
Mrs. Elizabeth Millar of Wiarton, Ontario, Canada, as his next of kin.  
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PINK, VICTOR ALFRED WILLIAM. Corporal, 14950648. 
Army Catering Corps. 
Died 24 December 1947. Aged 32. 
Born London. 
Husband of Jill Pink (née Newman) of Whitstable, Kent. 
Grave Ref: Section 2. Row J. Grave 35.  
Victor’s birth was registered in the St. Pancras, London registration district during 
the third quarter of 1915. 
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RANDELL . WILLIAM HENRY. Private, G/19950. 
19th (Service) Battalion, Middlesex Regiment, (2nd Public Works Pioneers). 
Died 15 August 1918. 
Born Weymouth, Dorset. Enlisted London. Resided Pimlico, Middlesex. 
Unfortunately William has proved to be very elusive to positively identify whilst 
trawling the various date sources, which are used to construct the individual 
commemorations of the victims of war on this website. Whilst checking the 
various census entries, a 3 month old Weymouth, Dorset native, William H. 
Randell was located on the 1881 census, who could possibly be the casualty 
who is at rest at All Saints churchyard, Whitstable. At the time of the above 
census, William was residing with his parents and siblings at 35, Spring Gardens, 
Wyke Regis, Weymouth, Dorset. Head of the house was William’s father; 37 year 
old Abbotsbury, Dorset native John Randell who was a Fruiterer. It was also 
noted that during the third quarter of 1914, in the Weymouth, Dorset registration 
district, a William H. Randell had married a lady named Caroline Bishop.  
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SHAW, CHARLES FRANK. Private, 36863. 
Machine Gun Corps (Infantry). 
Died 25 June 1917. Aged 19. 
Born Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. Enlisted Stansted, Essex. 
Son of Frank Ernest Shaw and Alice Louisa Shaw (née Bell) of Rochford’s 
Nurseries, Stansted, Essex. 
Formerly Private, 4874, London Regiment. 
At the time of the 1901 census, the Shaw family resided at Nursery Garden 
Houses, Birdchanger, Stanstead, Essex. Head of the house was 26 year old 
Cheshunt, Hertfordshire native Frank Ernest Shaw, who was employed as a 
Nurseryman. Charles has a medal index card entry indicative of overseas active 
service. 
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VINCENT, GEORGE. Sapper, 58608. 
Royal Engineers. 
Died 26 May 1919. 
Born Hammersmith, Middlesex. Enlisted Tottenham, London. 
George enlisted in the army on 18 December 1914, and was attested the same 
day to the Royal Engineers and posted to the Royal Engineers Depot. On 29 
December 1914, George was transferred to the 82nd Field Company, Royal 
Engineers which was part of the 19th (Western) Division. George initially served 
as a Farrier in the Royal Engineers, having been employed as a Shoeing Smith 
by a Mr. Stephens of Tasso Road, Fulham, London, prior to his army enlistment. 
He was posted to France on 20 July 1915, and was later transferred to serve in 
the Royal Engineers Tunneling Department. It was whilst he was serving at 
Fontaine, France in October 1918, that George was taken ill and was then 
evacuated back to England for treatment. George was admitted to the Fulham 
Military Hospital, St. Dunstan’s Road, Hammersmith, London W6, on 15 October 
1918, where he was diagnosed as suffering from Chronic Myalgia. He was 
medically discharged from the army on 21 December 1918, due to being 
“Permanently Physically Unfit” and being graded as only IV. In response to the 
questions set out on ‘Statement by a soldier concerning his own case’ Army 
Form 178B, which was completed on December 1918 at the Fulham Military 
Hospital, George stated had that he had served in England from December 1914 
until June 1915, and in France and Belgium from June 1915 until October 1918. 
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He also stated that he was suffering from Bronchitis which had started six 
months ago, and George also said that he was suffering from Rheumatism which 
in his opinion was caused by working in the wet. In response to the questions set 
out on the form regarding had George been suffering from any of his ailments 
prior to his army service, George had replied no, in addition to which he said that 
he had never been attended by a Doctor prior to his initial army medical 
examination, and that he had never been a hospital patient before. Although in 
the opinion of the Army Medical Board that had recommended George’s medical 
discharge, his condition would improve within six months. Following his 
discharge George was awarded a pension and a Silver War Badge. It had also 
been the opinion of the Army Medical Board that a further reassessment of 
George’s condition could be made prior to a year from the date of his discharge 
(21 December 1918), with a view to reducing the army medical pension which he 
had been awarded. At the time of being discharged, George’s home address was 
at 30, Harnell Road, Fulham, London SW. In an attempt to try and find any family 
details appertaing to George, census entries for a Hammersmith, Middlesex 
native named George Vincent were searched, but only one was found who was 
recorded by the enumerator at the time of the 1901 census, as being the 22 year 
old son of Charles and Ann Vincent, residing at 14, Waterloo Street, 
Hammersmith. Unfortunately it would appear that he is not the former soldier who 
is buried at All Saints Churchyard, Whitstable, as the enumerator recorded him 
as being employed as a Bricklayer, as opposed to a Shoeing Smith or Farrier. 
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