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The Great War

1914 - 1919

ANDERSON, HENRY. Private, G/2787.

8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Thursday 7 October 1915.

Born and resided Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Ellen Anderson (née Hickmott) of New Hythe, Larkfield,
Maidstone, Kent, and of the late Henry James Anderson.

Buried Valenciennes (St. Roch) Communal Cemetery, Nord, France.

Grave Ref: IV. B. 18.

Also commemorated on the Peters and West Kent Cement Works memorial.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Anderson family resided at 3, Portland
Place, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 44 year old
Sittingbourne, Kent native Henry James Anderson, who was employed as a
General Labourer. When Henry (junior) enlisted in the army on Monday 7
September 1914, aged 22 years and 24 days, he stated that he was
employed as a General Labourer, residing at 3, Portland Place, Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent. Henry was posted to France for service in the British
Expeditionary Force on Monday 30 August 1915. Although all official
documentation appertaining to Henry shows that he died of wounds,
regrettably it has not been possible to add here the actual date of his
wounding, or where it occurred. Unfortunately it has also not been possible at
the time of updating the Wouldham casualties to ascertain if Henry succeeded
to his wounds whilst he was in enemy hands. The town of Valenciennes which
is known as the 'Athens of Northern France' is located quite near to the
Belgium border and where Henry is at rest, remained in German hands from
the early days of the Great War until 1-2 November 1918, when it was entered
and cleared by the Canadian Corps. Plots Ill, IV, V and part of VI in the above
cemetery, contain the graves of 348 soldiers who were originally buried in the
German Extension, and an additional 226 whose bodies were brought from
other cemeteries or from the surrounding battlefields.

BAILEY, W. No clear trace. This casualty was possibly Wouldham, Kent
native WALTER P. BAILEY. At the time of the 1901 census, the Bailey family
resided at 6, Providence Place, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the
house was 57 year old Chiswick, Middlesex native George Bailey, who was
employed as a Cement Works Labourer, as were four of his sons including
the then 19 year old Walter. Only four Great War casualties are
commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission as either
Walter Bailey, or W. P. Bailey, (all British soldiers) three of whom had the
Christian name Walter and the other one William. Unfortunately none of the
above casualties have any obvious connections with the casualty who is
commemorated at Wouldham.

BELL, J. No clear trace. Unfortunately it has not been possible for now to
devote any more hours attempting to positively identify this casualty. No
tangible research source used by the transcribers of these brief
commemorations, has found any Wouldham area match for this casualty.



BLACKMAN , GERALD E. Sapper, 23652.

Royal Engineers.

Died Saturday 13 November 1920.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Son of Mr. John T. Blackman and Minnie Blackman of the White House,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Buried Halling, Kent, Church Cemetery. Grave Ref: 1914.

Also commemorated on the Halling, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Blackman family resided at 27, Ravens
Knowle, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 41 year old
Wouldham, Kent native John T. Blackman, who was employed as an
Insurance Agent. Gerald enlisted in the army in August 1914, and has a Great
War Medal Index Card entry with the same regimental number as shown
above. The Medal Index Card entry shows the additional unit information 29th
Company, Royal Engineers.

BLACKMAN , THOMAS WILLIAM. Private, 27438.

"D" Company, 6th (Service) Battalion, Royal Berkshire Regiment.

Died Friday 12 October 1917. Aged 23.

Born and resided Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Shepherds Bush,
Middlesex.

Son of George Blackman and Martha Blackman (née Horton) of 5, Ravens
Knowle, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Buried Dozinghem Military Cemetery, Poperinge, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: X. H. 23.

Formerly Private, 5, Army Cyclist Corps. At the time of the 1901 census, the
Blackman family resided at 12, Ravens Knowle, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.
Head of the house was 37 year old Wouldham, Kent native George
Blackman, who was employed as a Chalk Quarryman. Thomas was
numbered amongst the 38 other ranks casualties in his battalion who fell
during an attack on the village of Poelcapelle, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Amongst the officer casualties was the Commanding Officer, 29 year old
Lieutenant-Colonel Harold George Fairfax Longhurst. It had been raining for
two days and the ground, churned up by shellfire, had become a morass that
made movement difficult during the attack which commenced at 0100hours.

BRIDGES, STEPHEN J. Driver, T/34266.

Army Service Corps, attached to the 12th Cavalry Field Ambulance.

Died Sunday 20 October 1918. Aged 28.

Born and resided Wouldham, Kent.

Son of Thomas Bridges of Forge House, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Buried Damascus Commonwealth War Cemetery, Israel. Grave Ref: A. 117.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Bridges family resided at The Forge,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 50 year old Brenchley,
Kent native Thomas Bridges, who was an Own Account Blacksmith.
Stephen’s mother was recorded by the census enumerator as being 49 year
old Brenchley, Kent native Mary A. Bridges. Stephen’s youngest brother
Leslie Frederick Bridges served in the Great War, initially as a member of the
3/1st Kent Cyclist Battalion (Territorial Force). Leslie later served in the 7th



(Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment), and he received a
number of wounds during 1917 whilst serving with the battalion.

The three following casualties briefly commemorated below were brothers.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Vanguard.

Died Monday 9 July 1917. Aged 34.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent 14 January 1886.

Son of Charles Henry Burgess and Elizabeth Burgess of 4, Vine Cottages,
Bell Lane, Ditton, Maidstone, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 23, as shown above.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Burgess family resided at the back of the
Watermans Arms, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house 59 year
old Halling, Kent native Charles Henry Burgess, who was employed as a
Cement Works Labourer, as was the then 15 year old Charles Henry (junior).
The Burgess family later resided at 2, Gills Cottages, High Street Wouldham.
A survivor from the Battle of Jutland in which she was part of the Forth Battle
Squadron, H.M.S. Vanguard, a 19,560 ton St.Vincent class battleship was
commanded by Lieutenant Commander Alan Charles Henderson Duke R.N,
blew up and sank to the north of the Golta peninsula in Flotta, Scapa Flow at
approximately 2320 hours on Monday 9 July 1917 with the loss of 843 lives.
She went down as the result of a magazine explosion in one of the two
magazines which served the ‘P’ and ‘Q’ turrets amidships. Following her loss
an Admiralty Court of Enquiry was convened, with three possible causes
tendered, they being: - (1) A spontaneous detonation of cordite, which had
become unstable. (2) The cordite having caught fire from heating in an
adjacent compartment. (3) Sabotage. To their credit Brian Budge from
Kirkwall, and fellow enthusiast, Jonathan Saunders from Gillingham, Kent
have carried out extensive research over a number of years into the loss of
Robert’s ship, and it as the result of their findings that the actual death toll and
following information has been ascertained. The vast majority of those lost
with H.M.S. Vanguard numbering 622, are commemorated on the Chatham
Naval Memorial. Although no formal cause for the cordite explosion was ever
found by the Court of Inquiry, the most likely explanation is that a fire in a coal
bunker or other neighbouring area simply smoldered away undetected long
enough to heat the cordite stored at an adjoining bulkhead to dangerous
levels, which eventually triggered an explosive reaction. Although dwarfed by
the losses such as the S.S. Lancastria off the coast of France in the Second
World War, the loss of H.M.S. Vanguard remains Britain’s worst disaster in
Home Waters. The wreck-site of the ship is now thankfully designated as a
controlled site under the Protection of Military Remains Act. Stoker Cox and
Royal Marine Private Williams, survived the explosion, but the only officer to
do so was the ships commander Lieutenant Commander Alan Charles
Henderson Duke R.N, but sadly he succumbed on Wednesday 9 July 1917 of
the extensive wounds that he had received when H.M.S. Vanguard had
exploded. Fortunately, 15 of H.M.S. Vanguard’s officers had not returned to
the ship from a concert onboard H.M.S. Gourka.



BURGESS, HERBERT WILLIAM. Stoker 1st Class, SS/103633.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Cressy.

Died Tuesday 22 September 1914. Aged 26.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent 21 January 1888.

Son of Charles Henry Burgess and Elizabeth Burgess of 4, Vine Cottages,
Bell Lane, Ditton, Maidstone, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 4, as shown above.
Early in the Great War the Royal Navy maintained a patrol of old Cressy class
armoured cruisers which was called ‘Cruiser Force C,’ in an area of the North
Sea known as the Broad Fourteens. On Thursday 16 July 1914 the German
submarine U-9 had become the first submarine in history to reload torpedoes
whilst still submerged, and on Tuesday 22 September 1914, the same
submarine under the command of 32 year old Kapitéanleutnant Otto Weddigen
who had commanded the U-9 since Saturday 1 August 1914, sighted
H.M.S.Cressy, H.M.S.Aboukir and H.M.S.Hogue all steaming North-North-
East at 10 knots without zigzagging, although the patrols were supposed to
maintain a speed of 12 to13 knots and zigzag, the old cruisers were unable to
maintain that speed, and the zigzagging order was widely ignored mainly due
to the fact that there had been no enemy submarines sighted in that area of
the North Sea at that stage of the war. Otto Weddigen and his crew later the
same day put into practice under wartime conditions what they had perfected
in peacetime, and were able to reload torpedoes beneath the waves. Otto
Weddigen maneuvered the U-9 to attack the three cruisers, and at
approximately 0625 hours fired a single torpedo at H.M.S.Aboukir which stuck
her on her port side. H.M.S.Aboukir rapidly suffered heavy flooding and
despite counter flooding developed a 20 degree list and lost engine power. It
was soon clear that she was a lost cause and Captain Drummond ordered her
to be abandoned although only one boat had survived the attack, as the result
of which most crew had to jump into the sea. At first Captain Drummond
thought that H.M.S.Aboukir had been mined and signaled the other two
cruisers to close and assist with the rescue of his crew, but he soon realised
that it was a torpedo attack and ordered the other cruisers away, but too late.
As H.M.S.Aboukir rolled over and sank only half an hour after being attacked,
Otto Weddigen fired two torpedoes at H.M.S. Hogue that hit her amidships
and rapidly flooded her engine room. Captain Nicholson of H.M.S. Hogue had
stopped his ship to lower boats to rescue the crew of H.M.S.Aboukir, thinking
that as he was the other side of H.M.S.Aboukir from the enemy submarine he
would be safe. Unfortunately the U-9 had managed to maneuver around
H.M.S.Aboukir and attacked H.M.S.Hogue from a range of about only 300
yards, and it only took H.M.S.Hogue ten minutes to sink as the U-9 headed for
H.M.S.Cressy, which was commanded by Captain Johnson. H.M.S.Cressy
had also stopped to lower boats but she quickly got underway on sighting a
submarine periscope. At about 0720hours Otto Weddigen fired two torpedoes,
one of which just missed, but the other hit H.M.S.Cressy on her starboard
side. The damage to H.M.S.Cressy was not fatal but the U-9 then turned
round and fired her last torpedo as a coup de grace, which hit H.M.S.Cressy
sinking her within a quarter of an hour. Survivors of the disaster were picked
up by several nearby merchant ships including the Dutch vessels Flora and



Titan, and the British trawlers JGC and Corainder, before the Harwich force of
light cruisers and destroyers arrived. Flora returned to Holland with 286
rescued crew who were quickly returned to Britain, even though the neutral
Dutch should have interned them. In all 837 men were rescued but 1459 died,
many of whom were reservists or cadets. On 18 March 1915 the German
uboat U-29 was rammed and sunk by H.M.S. Dreadnought in the Pentland
Firth, Scotland, and all 32 submariners onboard perished, including Otto
Weddigen who had been in command of the uboat since Tuesday 16
February 1915.

BURGESS, LEONARD HENRY. Private, G/16997.

10th (Service) Battalion (Kent County), Queen’'s Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment).

Died Thursday 22 February 1917. Aged 22.

Born Aylesford, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Wouldham, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Elizabeth Burgess of 4, Vine Cottages, Bell Lane, Ditton,
Maidstone, Kent, and of the late Charles Burgess.

Buried Longuenesse (St. Omer) Souvenir Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: IV. B. 27.

CHANTLER, ALBERT PETER. Private, 24511.

1st Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment.

Died Thursday 17 August 1916.

Born Snodland, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Milton Regis,
Sittingbourne, Kent.

Husband of Rose Amelia Miller (formerly Chantler) (née Perkins) of 52,
Spratts Hill, Milton Regis, Sittingbourne, Kent.

Commemorated at the Bazentin-le-Petit Communal Cemetery Extension,
Somme, France. Special Memorial A. 7. and on the Lloyds Paper Mill (now
U.K. Paper) Memorial Plaque, Sittingbourne, Kent.

Albert married Rose Amelia Perkins at the Chatham, Kent Registry Office on
Monday 14 June 1915. When Albert enlisted in the army on Sunday 12
December 1915, he stated that he was employed as a Paper Maker residing
at 52, Spratts Hill, Milton Regis, Sittingbourne, Kent, and that he was 23 years
and 10 months old. Following his enlistment, Albert was placed on the Army
Reserve (unattested) and was mobilized for military service at Canterbury,
Kent on Friday 7 April 1916, and was attested to serve in the 8th (Service)
Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment. Albert was posted to France for
service with the British Expeditionary Force on Monday 24 July 1916, and
joined the 1st Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment in the field on
Wednesday 9 August 1916. For a number of years following Albert’s death, all
official correspondence was sent to his widow Rose Amelia Chantler (later
Miller), who was residing with her mother at 3, Perkins Cottages, High Street,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Please also see the associated website
www.sittingbournemiltonfallen.com which has an excellent photograph of
Albert’'s Special Memorial at the Bazentin-le-Petit Communal Cemetery
Extension on the Somme, which bears the inscription “Known to be buried in
this cemetery.” The adjacent Somme villages of Bazentin-le-Grand and
Bazentin-le-Petit, which are to the north-east of the town of Albert, were in
German hands until Friday 14 July 1916, when the 3rd and 7th Divisions



captured the two villages (and the communal cemetery) and held them
against counter-attacks, and the 21st Division captured Bazentin-le-Petit
Wood. The ground was lost in April 1918 during the time of the German
Spring Offensive, but it then recaptured on Sunday 25 August 1918 by the
38th (Welsh) Division. The cemetery where Albert is at rest was begun
immediately after the capture of the village, and then used until December
1916 as a front-line cemetery. It was enlarged after the Armistice when 50
graves were brought in from the battlefields of Bazentin and Contalmaison. It
now contains 185 burials and commemorations of the Great War. 53 of the
burials are unidentified, and 59 soldiers who are mainly those of Albert’s
battalion whose graves were later destroyed by shell fire are now represented
by special memorials. In addition to the photograph of Albert’s memorial at the
Bazentin-le-Petit Communal Cemetery Extension, the associated website
www.sittingbournemiltonfallen.com also contains a photograph of the Lloyds
Paper Mill Memorial Plaque, plus additional photographs and information on
those who are commemorated on it, all of which is the ongoing work of Kyle.

COLES, J.W. No clear trace at this time.

DURRANT, ARTHUR. Serjeant, 168422.

250th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery.

Died Thursday 25 April 1918. Aged 22.

Born and resided Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Rochester, Kent.

Son of Samuel George Durrant and Carrie Durrant (née Imms) of Burke
House, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Buried Grootebeek British Cemetery, Reningelst, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.
Grave Ref: B. 10.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Durrant family resided at the High Street,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 35 year old Wouldham
native Samuel George Durrant, who was an Own Account General Dealer
and Greengrocer working from home. Following Samuel's demise, the
Greengrocers shop continued at Wouldham being owner and run by Arthur’s
mother. The 250th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery in which Arthur was
serving at the time of his death, was posted to France on Saturday 30
December 1916. Arthur was an uncle of Gunner, Arthur Brendon Durrant who
is commemorated as a Wouldham, Kent Second World War casualty.

DYER, FRANCIS JOHN. Lance Corporal, L/9851.

2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Wednesday 26 May 1915. Aged 21.

Born Stonehouse, Plymouth, Devon. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Son of William Dyer and Mary Elizabeth Dyer of 26, Amherst Road, Delce,
Rochester, Kent.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. Panel
12, as shown above.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Dyer family resided at 35, Listmas Road,
Chatham, Kent. Head of the house was 41 year old St. Marychurch, Devon,



native William Dyer, who was employed as a Builders Labourer. A regular
soldier, Francis was posted to France on Sunday 17 January 1915.
Unfortunately, it would appear that Francis’'s service papers were amongst
those which were lost in the bombing raid during the Second World War, his
regimental number would indicate that he had enlisted in The Buffs (East Kent
Regiment in late 1912 or early 1913. The engagement which cost Francis his
life in Belgium, was effectively of three days duration, and commenced at
0245 hours on Wednesday 24 May 1915. As part of a final effort, the
Germans mounted an attack along the whole front from Wieltje to the Menin
road. When the attack commenced it was primarily in the form of a gas attack
of four and a half hours duration, which was combined with a heavy artillery
bombardment with gas shells. In addition to the extensive use of noxious
gases, the assaulting German infantry also used ‘Flammenwerfen’
(Flamethrowers). Following the primary bombardment, German infantry then
advanced en-masse in heavy strength, but one every occasion were
successfully repulsed. To the north of the railway line that traverses the area
under attack, two companies of the 1st/8th (Territorial Force) Battalion,
Middlesex Regiment, and a company of the 2nd Battalion, East Surrey
Regiment were forced to withdraw due to the gas. At 0430 hours a message
from Captain Court of the 9th Lancers, was received at 85th Brigade
Headquarters, which stated that his men were “on their knees,” but holding
on. Probably because the 2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) was
holding the right of the 85th Brigade, 28th Division line, which had the 9th
Lancers on its right flank, was the reason why it was Captain Barnard with “A”
Company, followed by Lieutenant Swayne leading half of “C” Company, that
were send to effect a rescue of the beleaguered cavalrymen of the 9th
Lancers at Hooge. Resulting from the assistance rendered to the 9th Lancers,
Francis’s battalion then fought for the remainder of 25 May in two distinct
separate parties. At 0630 hours on 24 May 1915, the 2nd Battalion, The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment) received orders to reinforce the remnants of the 3rd
Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment), who were determined to
retake a trench that they had previously lost to the enemy. With the personnel
led by Captain Barnard and Lieutenant Swayne otherwise engaged, it fell to
the officers and other ranks of “B” Company, and the remainder of “C”
Company going up to assist the Royal Fusiliers in their difficult undertaking.
“D” Company was ordered to remain in the General Headquarters line at the
start of the engagements. Although the combined force of Buffs and Royal
Fusiliers were not only successful in retaking the lost trench, but against all
the overwhelming odds stacked against them, they also managed to hold (at
great cost) the reclaimed trench near Bellewaarde. Of the officers and other
ranks of the 3rd Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) who
fought in the action on Wednesday 25 May 1915, 552 ended the day as
casualties. For the remainder of the engagements fought by 2nd Battalion,
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) until the night of 26/27 May 1915, various
data sources which have been accessed would seem to indicate that most of
the casualties, either fatalities or woundings were the result of having been
shelled by German atrtillery.



FEAVER, FREDERICK JOHN. Lance Corporal, P/11030.

Military Foot Police, Military Police Corps.

Died Saturday 19 October 1918. Aged 29.

Born and resided Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Royal Tunbridge
Wells, Kent.

Son of William Feaver and Emma Caroline Feaver (née Broadbent) of
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Buried All Saints Churchyard, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Formerly Private, 4778, 2/10th (Scottish) Battalion, (The King’'s) Liverpool
Regiment (Territorial Force). At the time of the 1901 census, the Feaver family
resided at 3, Temperance Row, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the
house was 55 year old Capel, Kent native William Feaver, who was employed
as a Cement Works Labourer. Frederick enlisted for a term of 4 years in the
Territorial Force on Monday 7 June 1915, at which time he stated that he was
25 years and 8 months old, and that he resided at 3, Temperance Row,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Frederick was posted to France on Monday 6
September 1915. After initially serving in the 2/10th (Scottish) Battalion, (The
King’'s) Liverpool Regiment (Territorial Force), Frederick was transferred to
the Military Foot Police, Military Police Corps on Friday 29 June 1917, and
appointed to be a Lance Corporal. Frederick returned to England on Thursday
1 August 1918. On Wednesday 1 May 1918, Frederick was transferred to the
Army Reserve in Cass “P” and employed by the Chief Constable of Royal
Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Frederick died of Acute Pneumonia at the General
Hospital, Tunbridge Wells, Kent. Part of the inscription on Frederick’s privately
funded headstone says that he died “From The Effects Of Gas Poisoning,
While On Active Service In France.” The headstone also shows that Emma
Caroline Feaver died on 3 November 1927, aged 80, and William Feaver died
on 28 December 1928, aged 83.

GILL, FREDERICK CHARLES. Rifleman, Y/1843.

12th (Service) Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps.

Died Thursday 16 August 1917. Aged 28.

Born and resided Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.

Son of Louisa H. Gill of Old Rectory, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent, and of the
late Arthur Gill.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 115 to 119 and 162A and 163A.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Gill family resided behind the Watermans
Arms, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 46 year old Great
Burstead, Essex native Arthur Gill, who was employed as a Chalk Quarryman.
Frederick was posted to France on Friday 1 October 1915. The Y prefix on
Frederick's regimental number, is indicative of an early enlistment in the
King's Royal Rifle Corps during the Great War. It was noted by the
transcribers of these brief commemorations, that fellow Wouldham, Kent
native and resident, Rifleman Harry Sibun of the 2nd Battalion, King’s Royal
Rifle Corps, who is also commemorated on the Wouldham civic war memorial,
had the regimental number Y/1836, and it would seem very likely that
Frederick Gill and Harry Sibun might have been close friends, who had
actually enlisted in the army at Chatham, Kent together.
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GIRLING, EDWARD JOSEPH. M.M. Serjeant, 58534.

"A" Battery, 14th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

Died Sunday 16 September 1917. Aged 25.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.

Son of Joseph Girling and Mary Ann Girling.

Husband of Vera Edith Hughes (formerly Girling), (née King) of Collingwood,
Ontario, Canada, formerly of 27, Middle Hill, Englefield Green, Surrey.

Buried Noeux-les-Mines Communal Cemetery Extension, Pas de Calais,
France. Grave Ref: II. B. 4.

Formerly Private, Royal Army Medical Corps (Territorial Force). At the time of
the 1901 census, the Girling family resided at 4, Paddock Cottages,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 36 year old Northfleet,
Kent native Joseph Girling, who was employed as a Cement Works Labourer.
As the Territorial Force had been formed on Wednesday 1 April 1908, and the
fact that Edward stated that he was aged 18 years and 5 months, when he
enlisted as a regular soldier on Tuesday 7 September 1909, and had said that
he had previously served as a member of the Territorial Force, it would
appear that his time spent as a Territorial was of only a short duration,
notwithstanding same it would seem likely that his R.A.M.C Territorial Force
service had influenced his decision to become a full time soldier. Time spent
at Deepcut, Surrey, by Edward in 1911-1912 was one of mixed fortunes, as
he was promoted to the rank of Bombadier, but after three separate periods of
absence was reduced to the rank of Gunner. A former Gardner, it would
appear that it was not in peacetime Kent, Surrey or elsewhere that Edward
had shone, but it was in times of war, as in addition to having been awarded
the Military Medal, Edward who was a trained Signaller, and Rough Riding
Instructor was also Mentioned in Despatches for his bravery. During the third
quarter of 1917, Edward had married Vera Edith King in the Windsor,
Berkshire Registration District. Vera later married Charles H. Hughes in the
Reading, Berkshire Registration District during the second quarter of 1918.

HASSAM, DAVID CHARLES. Gunner, 358166.

62nd Siege Battery, (Kent Territorial Force), Royal Garrison Atrtillery.

Died Saturday 2 June 1917. Aged 24.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Rochester, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Mary Ann Hassam (née Austen) of 12, Providence Row,
Wouldham, Kent, and of the late Robert Hassam.

Buried Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France.

Grave Ref: Ill. B. 210.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Hassam family resided at 12, Providence
Place, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 38 year old
Strood, Kent native Robert Hassam, who was employed as a Cement Works
Labourer. Two of David’'s brothers who also resided at 12, Providence Row,
Wouldham, served in the army during the Great War. Frederick Thomas
Hassam was employed as a Greaser at the time of his enlistment, and served
in the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) from 1915 to 1919. David’s
brother William John Hassam served in the Labour Corps, having been
employed as a Cement Works Labourer at the time of his army enlistment.
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HUXSTEP, GEORGE ARTHUR. Private, S/9463.

6th (Service) Battalion), The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Sunday 7 January 1917.

Born and resided Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.

Son of Sarah Huxstep (née Austin) of 2, Perrins Cottages, High Street,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent, and of the late Edward Huxstep.

Buried Bethune Town Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. Grave Ref: IV. H. 3.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Burke family resided 1, Burke Place,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 61 year old Canterbury,
Kent native Edward Huxstep, who was employed as a Cement Works
Labourer. Having successfully passed the requisite army medical examination
at Canterbury, Kent, George enlisted in the Army Reserve (Special
Reservists) for an engagement of 6 years on Monday 26 July 1909, at which
time he stated that he was 18 years and 1 month old, and employed as a
Labourer. George faithfully attended his Special Reservists annual training
and other commitments from 1910 to 1913, but for reasons which are unclear
he was absent in 1914, but subsequently rejoined on Friday 10 July 1914.
During the Great War, George served in the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment) with the British Expeditionary Force from Sunday 27
December 1914. On returning to England, he served at the regimental depot
Canterbury, Kent from Friday 15 October 1915 until Wednesday 24 November
1915, when he was posted to serve in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion at The
Citadel, Western Heights, Dover, Kent. George was transferred to the 6th
(Service) Battalion), The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) for service back in
France on Sunday 12 December 1915, and remained in the same battalion
until he died of wounds received in action. George was a brother of the next
casualty who is briefly commemorated below.

HUXSTEP, JOHN. Private, G/12744.

22nd (Service) Battalion, Manchester Regiment (7th City). (Please see below)
Died Saturday 2 September 1916.

Born and resided Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Rochester, Kent.

Son of Sarah Huxstep (née Austin) of 2, Perrins Cottages, High Street,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent, and of the late Edward Huxstep.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 11 C.

On the 1901 census mentioned at his brother George’s brief commemoration
above, John was recorded by the census enumerator as having been 20
years old and employed as a Horse Teamster on a farm. He enlisted in the
army under the Derby Scheme, ‘For the Duration of the War’ on Saturday 11
December 1915 which was the day before his brother George was posted
back to France. At the time of his enlistment, John stated that he was 33
years and 10 months old, and employed as a Labourer residing with his
parents at 2, Perrins Cottages, High Street, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.
John carried out his basic training with the 9th (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s
Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), prior to his transfer to the 1st Battalion of
the regiment, in which he was serving when he was posted to France on
Thursday 22 June 1916. On Sunday 9 July 1916, whilst he was at 5 Infantry
Base Depot where he had been since Saturday 24 June 1916, John was
posted to serve with the 22nd (Service) Battalion, Manchester Regiment (7th
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City), and was serving with the battalion when he was killed in action during
the final throes of the ‘Battle of Delville Wood,” (Saturday 15 July 1916 -
Sunday 3 September 1916), which was fought as part of the overall ‘Battle of
the Somme 1916.” On the same day that John fell, the battalion in which he
was serving was relieved and went to a camp at the village of Fricourt, three
miles to the east of the town of Albert. As is the same situation that is
unfortunately applicable too many other Great War servicemen, there is an
element of conflicting record data appertaining to John. His service records
indicates that John was posted to the Manchester Regiment, but his medal
index card entry and the relevant information in/on Soldiers Died in The Great
War, plus his Commonwealth War Graves Commission commemoration
details indicate his regiment at the time of his death was Queen’s Own (Royal
West Kent Regiment). To add to the ‘confusion,’ the only regimental number
appertaing to John which has been located by the transcribers of these brief
commemorations, is that shown above which would be applicable to a
member of one of the Home Counties Service Battalions during the Great
War. In the case of the Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), it would
normally be applicable to other ranks serving in the 6th, 7th, 8th, 10th, 11th
Service Battalions. We have taken the liberty of commemorating John as
having been serving with the 22nd (Service) Battalion, Manchester Regiment
(7th City), as opposed to his former battalion the 1st Battalion, Queen’s Own
(Royal West Kent Regiment).

JONES, ERNEST JAMES. Gunner, 69625.

S Battery, Royal Horse Artillery.

Died Monday 26 February 1917. Aged 25.

Born Northfleet, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Wouldham, Kent.
Son of Arthur Edmund P. Jones and Esther Wilhelmina Jones (née Zedaw) of
Borden Cottage, Rochester, Kent.

Commemorated on the Basra Memorial, Iraq. Panel 3.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Jones family resided at 11, High Street,
Northfleet, Kent. Head of the house was 42 year old Stepney, Essex native
Arthur E.P. Jones, who was employed as a Cooper. When the Great War
commenced, as part of the IX Cavalry Brigade, originally N and S Batteries,
Royal Horse Artillery were stationed in India, in the 9th (Indian) Division and
based at Secunderbad and Bangalore respectively. N Battery was attached to
the Secunderabad Cavalry Brigade which moved to France in November
1914. S Battery, in which Ernest served, remained in India until 1915, when it
was then moved to Mesopotamia and was attached to the 6th Indian Cavalry
Brigade. Whilst sadly the following question was not applicable to Wouldham
casualty Ernest, but on Wednesday 26 March 1919, William Crooks M.P. the
Member of Parliament for Woolwich East, asked the then the Secretary of
State for War, Winston Churchill M.P. “Whether he is aware that S Battery,
Royal Horse Artillery, now in Mesopotamia, is largely composed of men
whose term of service has expired and who have been away from home for
about ten years; and whether, in view of these circumstances, special steps
can be taken to facilitate their release and return home.” It had been S Battery
of the Royal Horse Artillery that had provided the gun carriage, for the funeral
of H.M. Queen Victoria at Windsor, Berkshire on Monday February 1901.
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ST. Private, 33166.
10th (Service) Battalion, Yorkshire Regiment.
Died Saturday 20 October 1917. Aged 35.
Born and resided Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.
Son of George Kemp and Sarah Kemp (née Brigden) of Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent.
Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: XXX. E. 21A.
Formerly Private, G/12740, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), and
Private, 9226, Northumberland Fusiliers. At the time of the 1901 census, the
Kemp family resided at 10, Portland Place, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.
Head of the house was 51 year old Mereworth, Kent native George Kemp,
who was employed as a Lime Burner. The then 18 year old Ernest was
recorded by the census enumerator as being employed as a Milk Carrier.
Ernest’s brother William Kemp served in the Great War as a member of the
Northamptonshire Regiment, and the Labour Corps. When he enlisted in the
army on Sunday 5 September 1915, the Kemp family was residing at 1,
Ulundi Place, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent, and he had been employed as a
Lime Labourer.

KEMPSTER, WILLIAM HENRY. Private, L/9378.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Saturday 27 May 1916.

Born Preston, Faversham, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Son of James John R. Kempster and Sarah Elizabeth Kempster (née
Marshall) of 17, Church Place, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Buried Essex Farm Cemetery, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

Grave Ref: 1. P. 4.
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At the time of the 1901 census, the Kempster family resided at Little Sharsted,
Luton, Chatham, Kent. Kent. Head of the house was 34 year old Ospringe,
Faversham, Kent native James John R. Kempster, who was employed as a
Traction Engine Driver. At the age of 17 William enlisted in the Army Reserve
(Special Reservists) for an engagement of 6 years, on Monday 18 April 1910
and was allotted the number 9685, serving as a member of the 3rd (Reserve)
Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). William only served as a Special
Reservists for six months, as he enlisted in The Buffs (East Kent Regiment)
as a regular soldier on Wednesday 19 October 1910, at which time he stated
that he was 17 years and 5 months old, and employed as a Labourer. On the
completion of his training, William initially served in the 1st Battalion of his
regiment, but was later transferred to the 2nd Battalion and appointed to be a
Lance Corporal. On Friday 15 October 1915, William was serving as a Lance
Corporal in “D” Company, 2nd Battalion when he hurt his ankle whilst turning
out of his billet, and was hospitalised the following day with a suspected
fractured ankle. William was amongst the three other ranks that were
recorded as having been killed in action serving in the 1st Battalion, The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment) on Saturday 27 May 1916.

KNIGHT, THOMAS. Driver, 76487.

Royal Field Artillery.

Died Thursday 23 October 1919. Aged 25.

Born Burham, Kent.

Son of Ellen Stevens (formerly Knight) of 12, Ravens Knowle, Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent, and of the late Thomas Knight.

Buried Fort Pitt Military Cemetery, Chatham, Kent. Grave Ref: 1542.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Knight family resided at 7, The Square,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old Sussex
native Thomas Knight, who was employed as a Cement Works Labourer.
Thomas (junior) was posted to France on Thursday 14 January 1915. Thomas
was a brother of the next casualty who is briefly commemorated below. In
August 1918, 16 year old James Knight, the youngest brother of Thomas and
William enlisted in the army. James served as Private, 138857, 53rd (Young
Soldier) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment), and served at
Cannock Chase, Staffordshire, and later at Clipstone Camp, Nottinghamshire.

KNIGHT, WILLIAM. Private, 19123.

7th (Service) Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment.

Died Thursday 29 March 1917. Aged 30.

Born Eccles, Maidstone, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent.

Son of Ellen Stevens (formerly Knight) of 12, Ravens Knowle, Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent, and of the late Thomas Knight.

Buried Aix-Noulette Communal Cemetery Extension, Pas de Calais, France.
Grave Ref: I. C. 18.

Formerly Gunner, 98851, Royal Field Artillery. William was posted to France
on Tuesday 19 October 1915, at which time he had been serving as a
member of the Northamptonshire Regiment. William was numbered amongst
the three other ranks serving in his battalion who fell on Thursday 29 March
1917, all of whom are at rest at Aix-Noulette Communal Cemetery Extension.
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LEE, J.E. Arguably the best match for this casualty as commemorated on the
Wouldham, Kent parish tribute is the following local soldier:-

LEE, JAMES THOMAS. Private, 8225.

2nd Battalion, Hampshire Regiment.

Died Friday 11 June 1915.

Born and resided Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.
Buried Lancashire Landing Cemetery, Turkey. Grave Ref: B. 92.

James served in the Balkan war theatre from Sunday 25 April 1915.

LONGHURST, ALBERT. Private, 435098.

10th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Alberta Regiment).

Died Thursday 2 March 1916. Aged 34.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent 8 May 1883.

Son of James Longhurst and Jane Longhurst (née Saunders) of 23, Ravens
Knowle, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Buried Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord, France.

Grave Ref: II. C. 251.

Albert is also commemorated on page 120 of the Canadian First World War
Book of Remembrance.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Longhurst family resided at 23, Ravens
Knowle, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 50 year old
West Malling, Kent native James Longhurst, who was employed as a Chalk
Quarryman. Albert left England in 1907 when he sailed from the port of
Liverpool, Lancashire onboard the 5,965 ton Dominion Line ship SS Dominion
on Thursday 21 February 1901, which arrived at Portland, Maine, U.S.A. on
Tuesday 5 March 1907, at which time he was on his way to St. Thomas,
Ontario, Canada, and was accompanied by a brother of his mother. Albert
enlisted in the Canadian Overseas Expeditionary Force at Calgary, Alberta,
Canada Monday 10 May 1915. When he enlisted, Albert stated that he was
employed as a Labourer, and named his mother as his next of kin. Albert died
of wounds whilst he was receiving treatment for same as a patient at the No.1
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station at Bailleul.

LUCKETT, BENJAMIN. Rifleman, Y/1678.

4th Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps.

Died Monday 26 April 1915. Aged 21.

Born and resided Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.

Son of Benjamin and Harriett Luckett (née Heasman) of Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

Panel 51 or 53.

At the time of the 1901 census the Luckett family resided at the Rose and
Crown, Wouldham, where Benjamin (senior) was the Licensee. Benjamin
(junior) was posted to Belgium on Tuesday 19 January 1915. The Y prefix on
Benjamin’s regimental number, is indicative of an early enlistment in the
King’s Royal Rifle Corps during the Great War. Benjamin was numbered
amongst the 8 other ranks of the 4th Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps who
were killed in action on Monday 26 April 1915. Benjamin was initially posted
as ‘Missing,” but the Army Council later deemed that for official purposes, it
could be assumed that he had died on or after 26 April 1915.
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MANKLOW , ALBERT. Rifleman/Acting Corporal, R/4066.

1st Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps.

Died Saturday 17 February 1917. Aged 26.

Born and resided Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.

Son of Herbert John Manklow and Annie Manklow of 5, Ferry Lane,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Buried Regina Trench Cemetery, Grandcourt, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: IV. E. 8.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Manklow family was recorded as being
boarders at 3, Paddock Cottages, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the
house was 45 year old Hoo St. Mary, Kent native John Dobson, who was a
widower and employed as a Commercial Clerk. Albert enlisted in the army for
a Short Service engagement of 3 years on Friday 11 September 1914. At the
time of his enlistment, Albert stated that he was 22 years and 240 days old,
and employed as a Cement Labourer. Attested to serve in the King's Royal
Rifle Corps, Albert joined his regiment at the regimental depot, Winchester,
Hampshire on Sunday 13 September 1914. On 7 October 1914 he was
posted to the 13th (Service) Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps, and was
serving in that battalion when he was appointed an (unpaid) Lance Corporal
on Wednesday 5 May 1915. For administrative purposes, Albert was posted
to the regimental depot strength on Monday 29 May 1916 having suffered a
gunshot wound to his left thigh on Monday 22 May 1916. Initially, Albert was
treated for his wounding at the 50 th Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical
Corps, before receiving further treatment at the No.12 General Hospital,
Rouen, Seine-Maritime, prior to being evacuated back to England on the
hospital ship St. David on Sunday 28 May 1916. Following his treatment and
convalescence, which had included time spent at the Red Cross Hospital,
Winchester, and at the Winchester Military Hospital, Albert was transferred to
serve in the 5th (Reserve) Battalion of the regiment at Sheerness, Isle of
Sheppey, Kent on Friday 22 September 1916. Having been posted to serve in
France again, Albert sailed from Southampton on Thursday 9 November
1916, and arrived at the French port of Harve the following day, from where
he went to the No.1 Infantry Base Depot as instructed, from where he was
posted to the 1st Battalion, King’s Royal Rifle Corps two days later. He was
appointed an Acting Corporal on Wednesday 15 November 1916, and Albert
retained his appointed rank until he was killed in action whilst serving in the
same battalion on Saturday 17 February 1917. Having initially been officially
posted as ‘Missing,” Albert’'s death was confirmed on Tuesday 13 March 1917,
at which time he was officially recorded as having been killed in action.

NORRIS, GEORGE. Private, 21577.

8th (Service) Battalion, East Surrey Regiment.

Died Friday 12 October 1917.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Son of the late Thomas and Hannah Norris.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 79 to 80 and 163A.

At the time of the 1891 census, the Norris family resided at 2, Office Cottages,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 50 year old Wouldham
native Thomas Norris, who was employed as Cement Works Engine Driver.
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OSBORNE, E. Arguably the best match for this casualty as commemorated
on the Wouldham, Kent parish tribute is the following local soldier:-
OSBORNE, THOMAS EDWIN JOHN C. Lance Corporal, L/9263.

6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Monday 16 October 1916. Aged 25.

Born Paddock Wood, Tonbridge, Kent. Enlisted Canterbury, Kent. Resided
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Son of Mrs. Ellen E. Langridge of 5, Portland Place, Wouldham, Rochester,
Kent.

Buried Heilly Station Cemetery, Mericourt-'Abbé, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: Ill. E. 38.

At the time of the 1901 census, Thomas was residing with his parents at 5,
Portland Place, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 25 year
old Heathfield, Sussex native Harry Langridge, who was employed as a
Cement Works Labourer. Thomas, who was a regular soldier, was serving in
The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) when he was posted to France for service in
the British Expeditionary Force on Sunday 17 January 1915.

PENTECOST, HENRY THOMAS. Private, 138128.
Labour Corps. (Western Command).
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Died Thursday 21 November 1918.

Born and resided Wouldham, Kent. Enlisted Shoeburyness, Essex.

Son of Zacccheus Pentecost and Mary Ann Pentecost (née Denton).

Buried All Saints Churchyard, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Grave Ref: North-West part, near West boundary.

Formerly Gunner, (Kent) Royal Garrison Artillery (Territorial Force) and
Gunner, 14930, Royal Field Artillery, and Private, 223308, Duke of Cornwall’s
Light Infantry, also Private, 39584, 13th (Works) Battalion, Devonshire
Regiment. At the time of the 1901 census, the Pentecost family resided at 20,
Castle Street, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 52 year
old Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent native Zacccheus Pentecost, who was
employed as a Cement Works Labourer, as was the then 17 year old Henry.
Henry was a serving member of the (Kent) Royal Garrison Artillery (Territorial
Force), when he enlisted for a Short Service engagement with the Colours for
3 years on Tuesday 6 October 1914. At the time of his enlistment, Henry
stated that he was 34 years old and employed as a Labourer. Initially, Henry
served in the Great War as a Gunner in the Royal Field Artillery and had been
posted to the No.4 Depot, Royal Field Artillery at Woolwich on the day of his
enlistment. On Wednesday 10 March 1915, Henry was posted to the 44th
(Reserve) Battery, Royal Field Artillery. He was transferred to serve in the 3rd
(Reserve) Battalion, Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry on Wednesday 9 June
1915. In order to enable him to reenlist in the Territorial Force, Henry was
discharged from the regular army on Tuesday 20 July 1915.

RO BERIFSHH ES

ROBERTS, HERBERT EDWIN. Stoker 1st Class, SS/102749.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Hawke.

Died Thursday 15 October 1914. Aged 31.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent 28 September 1883.

Son of Ellen Norris and step-son of Henry Norris.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 5, as shown above.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Norris/Pentecost family resided at Ferry
Lane, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 51 year old
Wouldham native Henry Norris, who was employed as a Corn Merchants
Carter. The then 18 year old Herbert was recorded by the census enumerator
as being employed as a Chalk Works, Loco Engine Stoker. Of all the vessels
of any nation that were lost during either of the two world wars without a doubt
the loss of H.M.S. Hawke, has been the easiest to ascertain ‘facts’ by the
transcriber for inclusion on this or any other website. One of the sixty
survivors of the sinking of H.M.S. Hawke was Royal Naval Reservist, and
peacetime Postman, Joseph Edward Cooke of Parracombe, Barnstaple,
Devon. One of Joseph’s grandsons Kenneth Cooke, is like his late
grandfather a former member of the Royal Navy, and has been a long time
friend of the transcriber of these brief commemorations. On several occasions
in the past Ken has helped in explaining obscure nautical phrases etcetera,
and also with provided other information appertaining to the Royal Navy.
About thirty years ago Ken furnished the transcriber with data appertaining to
the loss of H.M.S. Hawke, including a copy of a newspaper interview that his
grandfather had given after his safe return to Parracombe. The newspaper

19



cutting is incredibly accurate and consistent with that of other data which has
been accessed from books and the internet. Commanded by 40 year old
Captain Hugh P.E.T. Williams, R.N. who was a recipient of a Royal Humane
Society Medal. H.M.S. Hawke was a 7,770 ton armoured cruiser of the Edgar
class, which at the time of her loss was operating as part of the 10th Cruiser
Squadron assigned to the Northern Patrol. H.M.S. Hawke was laid down on
17 June 1889, and had been launched at Chatham, Kent on 11 March 1891,
which meant that she was one of the oldest ships still in service with the Royal
Navy at the time of her loss. She had been re-commissioned in February
1913 with a nucleus crew, and had come up to her full complement at the
commencement of the Great War. On Thursday 15 October 1914 H.M.S.
Hawke was being used as a training ship and had many young naval cadets
on board, and was sailing in company with H.M.S. Theseus. When the ships
were approximately sixty miles off the coast of Aberdeen, H.M.S. Hawke
turned to intercept a neutral Norwegian collier, shortly after doing so both
ships were attacked by the faster German submarine U-9, which was
commanded by Kapitanleutnant Otto Weddigen, who had been tracking the
ships for some time. When he commenced his attack Otto Weddigen fired his
first torpedo at H.M.S. Theseus, but fortunately it had missed her. Quickly
turning his attention to H.M.S. Hawke, Otto Weddigen then fired a torpedo
which struck her amidships near the magazine. The initial detonation which
shook the ship violently was followed by a second terrific explosion, which
resulted in a large number of the crew of H.M.S. Hawke being killed. From
when she was first hit, H.M.S. Hawke sank in less than minutes, and as such
it was only possible to launch one of the ships cutters which was the mail
dory, which perchance had been lowered before the torpedo had hit the ship.
Captain Hugh Williams, 26 officers and approximately 500 ratings were lost
with the sinking of H.M.S. Hawke, but 4 officers and 60 men survived.
Although only designed to carry 29 people, the sole ships cutter which had got
away, eventually contained 49 sailors who were picked up about five hours
later by a Norwegian steamer, all of whom were later transferred to a trawler
and safely landed at Aberdeen. In addition to those who survived in the ships
cutter, another 15 of the crew clinging to a raft were spotted and picked up by
a passing ship, and were all landed at Grimsby, Lincolnshire. Joseph Cooke
commented that after he had plunged into the icy waters of a heavy sea, he
had swam for about three quarters of a mile before being picked up by the
cutter, and whilst swimming he had passed the life raft at which time it had
about 150 clinging to it, and that he was later informed that only 15 of their
number had survived. Joseph also made mention that shortly after firing the
torpedo which sunk H.M.S. Hawke, the German submarine briefly surfaced to
see the effects of its discharge, disappearing again beneath the waters
immediately. H.M.S. Theseus had been under strict Admiralty orders not to
attempt to pick up survivors, as on Tuesday 22 September 1914 there had
been the well documented disaster involving three other Royal Navy ships,
they being H.M.S.Cressy, H.M.S.Aboukir and H.M.S.Hogue, all were sunk by
Kapitanleutnant Otto Weddigen with the U-9. The following is a brief account
(verbatim), of the events on Wednesday 14 October 1914, written by a
crewman of the U-9, relevant to the sinking of H.M.S. Hawke. “l gazed at the
little picture of the upper ocean. The distant three cruisers were some wide
space apart, but were converging, and were steering for a point and that point
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was apparently in the vicinity where we lay. No wonder the Commander
thought they must want a torpedo. We imagined they were bent on joining
forces and steaming together, but it presently became apparent that they
intended to exchange signals, drop a cutter in the water, and deliver mail or
orders, and then go their respective ways. We steered at full speed for the
point toward which they were heading, our periscope showing only for a few
moments at a time. The Cruisers, big armoured fellows, came zigzagging. We
picked one, which afterward turned out to be H.M.S. Hawke, and maneuvered
for a shot. It was tricky work. She nearly ran us down. We had to dive deeper
and let her pass over us; else we would have been rammed. Now we were in
a position for a stern shot at an angle, but she turned. It was a fatal turning,
for it gave us an opportunity to swing around for a clear bow shot at 400
metres. We dived beyond periscope depth, ran underwater for a short
distance, and then came up for a look through our tall, mast-like eye. The
Hawke had already disappeared. She sank in eight minutes. Only one boat
was in the water. It was the mail dory that had been lowered before the
torpedo explosion. At the rudder the boat officer hoisted a distress signal on
the boat's staff. That little dory with half a dozen men aboard was all that was
left of the proud warship.” On Thursday 18 March 1915 the German uboat
U29 was rammed and sunk by H.M.S. Dreadnought in the Pentland Firth,
Scotland, and all 32 submariners onboard perished, including Otto Weddigen
who had been in command of the uboat since Tuesday 16 February 1915.

ROBERTSON, E. Arguably the best match for this casualty as
commemorated on the Wouldham, Kent parish tribute appears to be:-
ROBERTSON, EDWARD. Rifleman, Y/1844.

2nd Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps.

Died Saturday 2 October 1915.

Born Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Walworth, Surrey.
Buried Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: I. D. 14.

In view of similarity regarding battalion, regiment, regimental number and
regiment, of Edward with those of Harry Sibun, who is the next Wouldham
casualty briefly commemorated, it might be indicative of two friends who had
enlisted in the army together. Places of birth, enlistment and residence as
shown above are as shown in/fon Edward’s Soldiers Died in the Great War
entry. It was noted by the transcribers whilst researching for updating these
brief transcriptions, that an Edward Robertson was recorded on the 1901
census, who was aged 10 and residing at 9, Portland Place, Wouldham with
his parents Henry and Elizabeth Robertson. Head of the house was South
Ockenden, Essex native Henry Robertson, who was employed as a Cement
Works Labourer. Edward was recorded by the census enumerator as being a
native of Grays, Essex, which clearly conflicts with his place of birth as shown
infon Soldiers Died in the Great War. Mention should however be made of the
fact that whilst it is an invaluable source of information, unfortunately Soldiers
Died in the Great War is known to contain many errors, and as such Edward’s
entry is possibly numbered amongst those which are not exactly accurate.
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SIBUN, HARRY, Rifleman, Y/1836.

2nd Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps.

Died Saturday 29 May 1915.

Born and resided Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.

Son of William and Maria Sibun.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France.

Panel 101 or 102.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Sibun family resided at 8, Castle Street,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 42 year old New
Brompton, Kent native William Sibun, who was employed as a Cement Works
Labourer. Harry was posted to France on Monday 11January 1915. Harry was
recorded by the census enumerator in 1901 as being 7 years old, which would
mean that he was about 21 years old at the time of his death in the trenches
near the mining village of Annequin, Pas de Calais, France. A week prior to
Harry's death, 34 year old Rifleman William Mariner who was a member of the
same battalion, carried out an action for which he was subsequently awarded
the Victoria Cross. An extract which was published in The London Gazette
dated Wednesday 23 June 1915, records the following:-"During a violent
thunderstorm on the night of 22nd May, 1915, he left his trench near Cambrin,
and crept out through the German wire entanglements till he reached the
emplacement of a German machine gun which had been damaging our
parapets and hindering our working parties. After climbing on the top of the
German parapet he threw a bomb in under the roof of the gun emplacement
and heard some groaning and the enemy running away. After about a quarter
of an hour he heard some of them coming back again, and climbed up on the
other side of the emplacement and threw another bomb among them left-
handed. He then lay still while the Germans opened a heavy fire on the wire
entanglement behind him, and it was only after about an hour that he was
able to crawl back to his own trench. Before starting out he had requested a
serjeant to open fire on the enemy's trenches as soon as he had thrown his
bombs. Rifleman Mariner was out alone for one and half hours carrying out
this gallant work.” William’s body was never found after he fell on Saturday 1
July 1916, and he is commemorated on Pier and Face 13 A of the Thiepval
Memorial, Somme, France.

SMITH, GEORGE THOMAS. Petty Officer Stoker, K/1501.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Formidable.

Died Friday 1 January 1915. Aged 27.

Born Leeds, Yorkshire 11 September 1886.

Husband of Elsie Catherine Smith of 9, Providence Place, Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 11, as shown above.
The 15,000 ton battleship H.M.S. Formidable on which George was serving at
the time of his death, was launched at Portsmouth on 17 November 1898, and
served in the Mediterranean Fleet until April 1908 when she was transferred
to the Channel Fleet. In 1912 she was part of the 5th Battle Squadron, which
consisted of eight battleships and two cruisers, and she was serving with this
squadron at the commencement of the Great War. H.M.S. Formidable
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departed from Sheerness, Kent on Wednesday 30 December 1914 to take
part in a firing exercise off the coast of Portland, Dorset. At 0200 hours on
Friday 1 January 1915, H.M.S. Formidable was hit by two torpedoes fired
from the German submarine U-24, which was commanded by 32 year old
Kapitanleutnant Rudolf ‘Rudi’ Schneider, who commanded the U-24 from
Saturday 1 August 1914 to Saturday 3 June 1916. The first torpedo hit the
number one boiler port side; a second explosion caused the ship to list heavily
to starboard. Huge waves thirty feet high lashed the stricken ship, with strong
winds, rain and hail, sinking it in less than two hours, approximately 20 miles
off Start Point. Various data checked show a variance in the actual numbers
who survived the sinking, but it appears to be approximately 200 from her
total complement of 780. The sinking of H.M.S. Formidable by the U-24 was
the very first underwater attack to be carried out at night. The U-24 also had
the dubious distinction of being the very first u-boat to attack an unarmed
merchant ship without warning, it being the French vessel SS Admiral
Ganteaume which was torpedoed on Monday 26 October 1914, but stayed
afloat and was later safely towed to port. The U-24 survived and surrendered
to the allied powers at the end of the Great War, and was eventually broken
up at Swansea, South Wales in 1922. Kapitanleutnant Rudolf ‘Rudi’
Schneider died on Saturday 13 October 1917, when during very stormy
weather he was lost overboard from the conning tower of the U-87 which he
then commanded. Although one of the crew of his submarine managed to
bring him back on board, but it was too late, and Rudolf Schneider was
subsequently buried at sea between the Shetland Isles and Norway.

STARKIE, J. No clear trace at this time.

STEVENS, EDWARD. Petty Officer Stoker, 292987.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Natal.

Died Thursday 30 December 1915. Aged 35.

Born Burham, Kent 7 December 1880.

Son of Stephen and Ann Stevens.

Husband of E. H. Stevens of 5, Marion Terrace, Kent Road, Halling,
Rochester, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 11, as shown above.
At the time of the 1901 census, Edward was serving as a Seaman on the
5,600 ton Orlando class armoured cruiser H.M.S. Galatea, at Chatham
Dockyard, Kent. Edward was brother of fellow Wouldham Royal Navy Great
War casualty, Stoker 1st Class John Stevens, who is also commemorated on
the Chatham Naval Memorial, and the Wouldham civic war memorial. For
additional brief details appertaining to the Stevens family when the 1901
census was conducted, please also see John’s commemoration. H.M.S.
Natal, on which Edward was serving at the time of his death, was a Royal
Navy 13,550 ton Warrior class armoured cruiser which was commissioned in
1907. She was at anchor in the Cromarty Firth when she quite literally
exploded at about 1520 hours on the afternoon of Thursday 30 December
1915. A series of violent internal explosions tore through the ship, and within
five minutes she capsized a blazing wreck. At the time of her loss, the ships
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commander Captain, Eric P.C. Back R.N., and his wife were hosting a party
onboard the ship, which included nurses, civilians and children, all of whom
were among the 388 who lost their lives when the ship blew-up. Those bodies
which were recovered from the sea were interred in Rosskeen Churchyard
Extensions, (or Burial Ground) Invergordon, Ross-shire, Scotland, and are
included amongst the 150 Commonwealth burials from both world wars at rest
at Rosskeen. Following the loss of H.M.S. Natal an Admiralty Board of
Enquiry was convened; the official result from same was that the explosion
onboard H.M.S. Natal was due to the deterioration of cordite in the ships
magazine. For many years following the tragedy there was a story circulating
in many quarters about the ship having been sabotaged. This apparently was
based on ‘the fact’ that the Dreadnought battleship H.M.S. Vanguard had also
exploded mysteriously after being visited by a particular Ordnance
Chargehand, who also went into the magazine of H.M.S. Natal just before she
too exploded and sank. The man in question is reputed to have then
disappeared without trace; an obvious explanation accounting for his
disappearance was that he too was lost when H.M.S. Natal exploded. For
comprehensive details about the ship, probably the best book to consult is
“They Called It Accident” by A. Cecil Hampshire which tells the story of H.M.S
Natal from when she was launched until her tragic loss.

STEVENS, FRED. Stoker 1st Class, SS/101839.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Hawke.

Died Thursday 15 October 1914. Aged 28.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent 26 June 1885.

Son of Uriah Stevens and Hannah Stevens (née Fletcher) of Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent.

Husband of Florence Martha Stevens (née Bridges) of Forge House,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 5, as shown above,
and on the Peters and West Kent Cement Works memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Stevens family was residing at Ferry
House, Halling, Kent. Head of the house was 49 year old Cherhill, Calne,
Wiltshire resident Uriah Stevens, who was employed as a Barge Ferryman.
The then 15 year old Fred was employed as a Barge Ferry Lad. Without a
doubt the loss of H.M.S. Hawke has been the easiest of all the ships lost to
ascertain ‘facts’ by the transcriber, for inclusion on this or any other website.
One of the sixty survivors of sinking of H.M.S. Hawke was peacetime
Postman, Joseph Edward Cooke of Parracombe, Barnstaple, Devon, his
grandson, Kenneth Cooke who like his grandfather is a former member of the
Royal Navy, has been a long time friend of the transcriber, and helped in the
past to explain nautical phrases, and provide Royal Navy information. About
thirty years ago Ken furnished the transcriber with data appertaining to the
loss of H.M.S. Hawke, including a copy of a newspaper interview that his
grandfather gave after his return to Parracombe. The newspaper cutting is
incredibly consistent with that of data accessed from books and the internet.
Commanded by 40 year old Captain Hugh P.E.T. Williams, who was a
recipient of a Royal Humane Society Medal. H.M.S. Hawke was an old
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armoured cruiser operating as part of the 10th Cruiser Squadron assigned to
the Northern Patrol. She had originally been launched at Chatham, Kent, in
1891 and was one of the oldest ships still in service with the Royal Navy. At
the time of her loss H.M.S. Hawke was being used as a training ship and had
many young naval cadets on board. She had been re-commissioned in
February 1913 with a nucleus crew, and had come up to her full complement
at the commencement of the Great War. On 15 October 1914, sailing in
company with H.M.S. Theseus, when the ships were approximately 60 miles
off the coast of Aberdeen, H.M.S. Hawke turned to intercept a neutral
Norwegian collier, shortly after which both ships were attacked by the faster
German submarine U-9, which was commanded by Kapitanleutnant Otto
Weddigen who had been tracking them for some time. When he commenced
his attack, Otto Weddigen fired his first torpedo at H.M.S. Theseus, but
fortunately it missed her. Quickly turning his attention to H.M.S. Hawke, Otto
Weddigen then fired a torpedo which struck her amidships near the magazine.
The initial detonation which shook the ship violently was followed by a second
terrific explosion, which resulted in a large number of the crew of H.M.S.
Hawke being killed. From when she was hit the ship sank within about five
minutes, and as such it was only possible to launch one of the ships cutters,
which was the mail dory that had been lowered before the torpedo explosion.
Captain Williams, 26 officers and approximately 500 ratings were lost with the
sinking of H.M.S. Hawke, but 4 officers and 60 men survived. Although only
designed to carry 29 people, the sole ships cutter which had got away
eventually contained 49 sailors, who were picked up about five hours later by
a Norwegian steamer, all of whom were later transferred to a trawler and
safely landed at Aberdeen. In addition to those who survived in the ships
cutter, another 15 of the crew clinging to a raft were picked up by a passing
ship, and landed at Grimsby. Joseph Cooke commented that after he had
plunged into the icy waters of a heavy sea, he had swam for about three
guarters of a mile before being picked up by the cutter, and whilst swimming
he had passed the life raft at which time it had about 150 clinging to it, and
that he was later informed that only 15 of their number had survived. Joseph
also made mention that shortly after firing the torpedo which sunk H.M.S.
Hawke, the German submarine briefly surfaced to see the effects of its
discharge, disappearing again beneath the waters immediately. H.M.S.
Theseus was under strict Admiralty orders not to attempt to pick up survivors,
as on 22 September 1914 there had been the disaster involving
H.M.S.Cressy, H.M.S.Aboukir and H.M.S.Hogue all sunk by Kapitéanleutnant
Otto Weddigen with the U-9. The following is a brief account of the events of
14 October 1914, by a crewman of the U-9, relevant to the sinking of H.M.S.
Hawke. “I gazed at the little picture of the upper ocean. The distant three
cruisers were some wide space apart, but were converging, and were steering
for a point and that point was apparently in the vicinity where we lay. No
wonder the Commander thought they must want a torpedo. We imagined they
were bent on joining forces and steaming together, but it presently became
apparent that they intended to exchange signals, drop a cutter in the water,
and deliver mail or orders, and then go their respective ways. We steered at
full speed for the point toward which they were heading, our periscope
showing only for a few moments at a time. The Cruisers, big armoured
fellows, came zigzagging. We picked one, which afterward turned out to be

25



H.M.S. Hawke, and maneuvered for a shot. It was tricky work. She nearly ran
us down. We had to dive deeper and let her pass over us; else we would have
been rammed. Now we were in a position for a stern shot at an angle, but she
turned. It was a fatal turning, for it gave us an opportunity to swing around for
a clear bow shot at 400 metres. We dived beyond periscope depth, ran
underwater for a short distance, and then came up for a look through our tall,
mast-like eye. The Hawke had already disappeared. She sank in eight
minutes. Only one boat was in the water. It was the mail dory that had been
lowered before the torpedo explosion. At the rudder the boat officer hoisted a
distress signal on the boat's staff. That little dory with half a dozen men
aboard was all that was left of the proud warship.”

STEVENS, JOHN. Stoker 1st Class, SS/101670.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Hawke.

Died Thursday 15 October 1914. Aged 28.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent 18 July 1887.

Son of Stephen and Ann Stevens.

Husband of Clara Jane Stevens (née Gill) of The Old Rectory, Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 5, as shown above.
At the time of the 1901 census the Stevens family resided at Ellundi Place,
Wouldham. Head of the house was 57 year old Burham, Kent native Stephen
Stephens who was employed as a Lime Burner, although it was not recorded
by the census enumerator, but Stephen probably worked at one of the nearby
cement works. John was recorded by the census enumerator as being aged
14, and as being employed as an Agricultural Labourer. Amongst the eleven
family members in residence on the night of the census was John’s brother
George, unlike his five brothers who were all born at Wouldham, 29 year old
George was a native of the city of Durham, and was a widower with his three
children. The youngest of his children being 1 year old Adelaide, probably
being indicative that George’s wife had died during childbirth. Whilst the
spelling of the Stevens family address by the census enumerator is probably
correct, but in view of the number of errors encountered whilst accessing
various census entries, a thought occurred to the transcriber whilst viewing
the entry, that it might have been spelt Ulundi to celebrate the victory of the
Battle of Ulundi on 4 July 1879, which was fought during the Zulu war in
central Zululand, South Africa.

WEST, FREDERICK WILLIAM. Rifleman, B/203407.

1st Battalion, Rifle Brigade.

Died Friday 19 October 1917.

Born and resided Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.

Son of George F West and Elizabeth West.

Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

Pier and Face 16 B and 16 C.

Formerly Rifleman, R/4067, King’'s Royal Rifle Corps. Please note that
Frederick’'s former regimental number is adjacent to that of fellow Wouldham
casualty Albert Manklow, his being R/4066. At the time of the 1901 census,
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the West gamily resided at 8, Temperance Place, Wouldham, Rochester,
Kent. Head of the house was 41 year old Kings cross, London native George
F West, who was employed as a Chalk Quarryman. Frederick was recorded
by the census enumerator as being 12 years old, and as such he would have
been about 28 years of age at the time of his death. He was posted to France
for service with the British Expeditionary Force on 30 July 1915. Following his
death Frederick was initially posted as ‘Missing,” but subsequently the Army
Council deemed that ‘for Official Purposes’ it could be assumed that Frederick
had died on or since Friday 19 October 1917.

WISDOM, WILLIAM. Private, L/8345.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Wednesday 24 March 1915. Aged 28.

Born Burham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent.

Son of Alfred Wisdom and Isabella Annie Wisdom (née Bodiam) of "The
Bothey," Wouldham Court, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Buried Ration Farm Military Cemetery, La Chapelle-d' Armentieres, Nord,
France. Grave Ref: VI. C. 13.

At the time of the 1901 census the Wisdom family resided at 14, Castle
Street, Wouldham. Head of the house was 40 year old Hollingbourne,
Maidstone, Kent native Alfred Wisdom who was a Cement Woks Labourer.
William was recorded by the census enumerator in 1901 as being aged 14,
and employed as an Agricultural Labourer. He enlisted in the army as a
regular soldier on Tuesday 25 September 1906 for 7 years with the Colours
and 5 years in the Reserve. When he enlisted, William stated that he was 19
years and 6 months old and that he was employed as a Cooper at a Cement
Works. In addition to his initial service at home, William had served as a
regular soldier of The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) in South Africa, Hong Kong
and Singapore, prior to being transferred to the Reserve with his consent on
Thursday 20 February 1913. During his service prior to the Great War, William
had been awarded two Good Conduct badges, and had obtained his 3rd
Class Army Education certificate. William rejoined the Colours as a member
of the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) on Friday 10 July 1914,
and had been posted to serve in France with the British Expeditionary Force
from Friday 7 September 1914. Having been serving in the Armentiéres
sector of the Western Front, as part of the 16th Brigade, 6th Division, the 1st
Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) was dispatched by train to the
village of Vlamertinghe (now called Vlamertinge) a few miles to the west of the
town of Ypres (now leper), West-Vlaanderen, Belgium on 14 March 1915, to
support the personnel of the British 27th Division, at the time of the enemy's
attack at St. Eloi. The battalions stay supporting the 27th Division in the
Vlamertinghe area was of only a very short duration, as it made the return
journey back to Armentieres the following day. William was one of two other
ranks serving in the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) who were
recorded as having been killed in action on Wednesday 24 March 1915. The
other soldier who was killed was 32 year old Dover, Kent native and resident
Lance Corporal William James Dunn, who was the son of Captain and Mrs.
Dunn of Dover, Kent, and the husband of Gertrude Dunn, of 48, Dour Street,
Dover. William is at rest in grave VI. C. 11 at Ration Farm Military Cemetery,
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La Chapelle-d" Armentieres, Nord, France. Following William’s death, his
parents resided at Vines Cottages, High Street, Snodland, Rochester, Kent.
Unfortunately, William’s brother Frederick George Wisdom also fell during the
Great War, but he is not commemorated on the Wouldham parish tribute.
Frederick has been added as one of the ‘Lost Men’ which follow these brief
commemorations below. For much of the Great War, Ration Farm was a short
way behind the front line at the end of a communication trench. The first
cemetery, Ration Farm OIld Military Cemetery, was begun in February 1915,
close beside the farm buildings. It was used until October 1915 chiefly by
units of the 6th Division including of course the 1st Battalion, The Buffs (East
Kent Regiment), and at the time of the Armistice the cemetery was quite small
as it then contained only 73 graves. In April 1923, these graves including that
of William were moved into Plot VI of the present cemetery, at the request of
the French authorities. The present cemetery was begun (as Ration Farm
New Military Cemetery) in October 1915, and then remained in use until
October 1918. It was very greatly increased after the Armistice when graves
were brought in from isolated sites and small cemeteries on the surrounding
battlefield, including some of the fallen dating back to 1914.
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The Great War

1914 -1919
Lost Men

ACOTT, ROBERT. Corporal, G/13024.

6th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Saturday 5 May 1917.

Born Wouldham, Kent. Enlisted Rochester, Kent. Resided Strood, Kent.
Husband of Jesse Amelia Emily Acott (née Wood) of 13, Roach Street,
Strood, Kent.

Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: XVIII. H. 14A.

Robert married Miss Jesse Amelia Emily Wood at the parish church of St.
Nicholas, Strood, Kent on Christmas Day 1913. He enlisted in the army ‘For
the Duration of the War’ on 10 December 1915. At the time of his enlistment,
Robert stated that he was 24 years and 7 months old, employed as a
Labourer, residing at 13, Roach Street, Strood, Kent. After initially being
placed on the Army Reserve, Robert was mobilized on 8 April 1916, and as
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instructed he reported to the Regimental Depot of the Queen’s Own (Royal
West Kent Regiment) at Maidstone, Kent. Robert carried out his basic training
in the 9th (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’'s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment),
and then served in the 6th (Service) Battalion of the regiment from 5 July
1916, in which he then remained until his death, which was the result of a
gunshot wound.

ASHDOWN, FREDERICK. Private, G/2780.

8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Saturday 25 September 1915. Aged 19.

Born and resided Burham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent.

Son of David Ashdown and Mary Ann Ashdown of 11, Margetts Cottages,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Commemorated on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Panel 95, and
on the Burham, Rochester, Kent, civic war memorial, also on the Peters and
West Kent Cement Works memorial.

Although he has at least two forms of his remembrance in Kent, Frederick has
been included here by virtue of his parents address as is shown on his
Commonwealth War Graves Commission commemoration details. Mention is
made of the aforementioned as on some data sources which have been used
to help construct these brief tributes, Margetts Cottages is sometimes shown
as being located in the adjoining parish of Burham, Rochester, Kent.

BLOOMFIELD, HARRY. Chief Stoker, Ch/277094.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. Natal.

Died Thursday 30 December 1915. Aged 41.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent 5 December 1874.

Son of Charles Frederick Bloomfield and Esther Bloomfield (née Cullum).
Husband of Hannah Bloomfield (née Balls) of "Hollebeke," Sandling Lane,
Maidstone, Kent. Formerly of 9, Catherine Street, Rochester, Kent.
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 11, as shown above.
H.M.S. Natal, on which Harry was serving at the time of his death, was a
Royal Navy 13,550 ton Warrior class armoured cruiser which was
commissioned in 1907. She was at anchor in the Cromarty Firth when she
quite literally exploded at about 1520 hours on the afternoon of Thursday 30
December 1915. A series of violent internal explosions tore through the ship,
and within five minutes she capsized a blazing wreck. At the time of her loss,
the ships commander Captain, Eric P.C. Back R.N., and his wife were hosting
a party onboard the ship, which included nurses, civilians and children, all of
whom were among the 388 who lost their lives when the ship blew-up. Those
bodies which were recovered from the sea were interred in Rosskeen
Churchyard Extensions, (or Burial Ground) Invergordon, Ross-shire, Scotland,
and are included amongst the 150 Commonwealth burials from both world
wars at rest at Rosskeen. Following the loss of H.M.S. Natal an Admiralty
Board of Enquiry was convened; the official result from same was that the
explosion onboard H.M.S. Natal was due to the deterioration of cordite in the
ships magazine. For many years following the tragedy there was a story
circulating in many quarters about the ship having been sabotaged. This
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apparently was based on ‘the fact’ that the Dreadnought battleship H.M.S.
Vanguard had also exploded mysteriously after being visited by a particular
Ordnance Chargehand, who also went into the magazine of H.M.S. Natal just
before she too exploded and sank. The man in question is reputed to have
then disappeared without trace; an obvious explanation accounting for his
disappearance was that he too was lost when H.M.S. Natal exploded. For
comprehensive details about the ship, probably the best book to consult is
“They Called It Accident” by A. Cecil Hampshire which tells the story of H.M.S
Natal from when she was launched until her tragic loss.
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BONNEYWELL, PERCY. Gunner, 223165.

Royal Navy, H.M.S. P26.

Died Tuesday 10 April 1917. Aged 30.

Born Cuxton, Rochester, Kent 7 February 1887.

Son of Esther Bonneywell of 60, High Street, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent,
and the late John Bonneywell.

Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 21, as shown above,
and at Plot 62, Ste. Marie Cemetery, Graville-St. Honorine, Le Havre, Seine-
Maritime, France.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Bonneywell family resided at Brick Lane
Cottages, Cuxton, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 50 year old
Cuxton, Kent native John Bonneywell, who was employed as an Ordinary
Agricultural Labourer. The then 14 year old Percy was also recorded by the
census enumerator as being employed as an Ordinary Agricultural Labourer.
Percy was numbered amongst the 19 crew members on the 613 ton Royal
Navy patrol boat H.M.S. P26, who perished whist attempting to rescue people
from the stricken 7,728 ton hospital ship H.M.H.S. Salta. Returning to pick up
wounded at the French port of Harve, H.M.H.S. Salta struck a German mine
at 1143hours on Tuesday 10 April 1917, at which time she was approximately
a mile north of the entrance to the dam at Harve. A huge explosion smashed
the hull of the hospital ship near the stern in the engine room and in her
number three hold. Sea water quickly rushed into the stricken ship which then
listed heavily to starboard, and sank in under ten minutes. As the Royal Navy
patrol boat H.M.S. P26, attempted to come alongside to assist H.M.H.S.
Salta, she also struck a mine, split in two and sank. Of the 205 passengers
and crew members onboard the hospital ship, 80 crew members, 48 Royal
Army Medical Corps personnel, and 9 Sisters of the Queen Alexandra's
Imperial Military Nursing Service lost their lives. The mines which accounted
for the loss of Percy’s patrol boat and H.M.H.S. Salta, had been laid the
previous day by the German uboat UC-26. Commanding the UC-26 was 29
year old Kapitanleutnant, Matthias Graf von Schmettow who was in command
of the uboat from 18 July 1916 until his death on 9 May 1917, when the UC-
26 was rammed by 1,010 ton Royal Navy destroyer H.M.S Milne in the
English Channel off the coast of Calais.
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BRUCE, JAMES. Private, 42513.

2nd Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales’s Own).

Died Sunday 12 August 1917. Aged 37.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Newcastle-Upon-Tyne.

Son of the late Robert and Helen Bruce of Newcastle-Upon-Tyne.

Buried Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: XXV. M. 4A.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Bruce family resided at 67, Longley Street,
Westgate, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, Northumberland. Head of the house 61
year old St. Pancras, London native Robert Bruce, who was employed as a
Storeman in an Engine Works. The then 20 year old James was recorded by
the census enumerator as being employed as a Newspaper Dispatcher.
When the Bruce family members had lived at Wouldham, Kent they resided at
2, Church Place, which is almost certainly the actual location of James’s birth.

CHAPMAN, JOHN WILLIAM. Private, 6127.

23rd (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment.

Died Monday 2 October 1916. Aged 24.

Born Wouldham, Kent. Enlisted and resided Peterborough, Cambridgeshire.
Son of William B. Chapman and Mary Chapman of Castor, Peterborough,
Cambridgeshire.

Buried Warlencourt British Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France.

Grave Ref: VII. K. 40.

Commemorated on the Castor and Ailsworth, Peterborough,
Northamptonshire Great War parish tribute, at the parish church of St.
Kyneburgha, Castor, Peterborough, Northamptonshire.

Formerly Private, Suffolk Regiment, and Private, 6127, 16th (County of
London) Battalion, London Regiment, (Queen’s Westminster Rifles). John
was serving in the latter battalion at the time of his posting to France, for
service with the British Expeditionary Force.

CHAPMAN, HUBERT THOMAS MAY. Bugler, CH/17928.

Royal Marine Light Infantry, H.M.S. Formidable.

Died Friday 1 January 1915. Aged 16.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent 9 December 1898. Enlisted Chatham, Kent.
Resided Gillingham, Kent.

Son of Henry and Louisa Chapman of 42, Fore Street, Gillingham, Kent.
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 13, as shown above.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Chapman family resided at 110, Victoria
Street, Gillingham, Kent. Head of the house was 41 year old Gravesend, Kent
native, who was employed as a Navvy Excavator Labourer. The 15,000 ton
battleship H.M.S. Formidable on which Hubert was serving at the time of his
death, was launched at Portsmouth on 17 November 1898, and served in the
Mediterranean Fleet until April 1908 when she was transferred to the Channel
Fleet. In 1912 she was part of the 5th Battle Squadron, which consisted of
eight battleships and two cruisers, and she was serving with this squadron at
the commencement of the Great War. H.M.S. Formidable departed from
Sheerness, Kent on Wednesday 30 December 1914 to take part in a firing
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exercise off the coast of Portland, Dorset. At 0200 hours on Friday 1 January
1915, H.M.S. Formidable was hit by two torpedoes fired from the German
submarine U-24, which was commanded by 32 year old Kapitanleutnant
Rudolf ‘Rudi’ Schneider, who commanded the U-24 from Saturday 1 August
1914 to Saturday 3 June 1916. The first torpedo hit the number one boiler
port side; a second explosion caused the ship to list heavily to starboard.
Huge waves thirty feet high lashed the stricken ship, with strong winds, rain
and halil, sinking it in less than two hours, approximately 20 miles off Start
Point. Various data checked show a variance in the actual numbers who
survived the sinking, but it appears to be approximately 200 from her total
complement of 780. The sinking of H.M.S. Formidable by the U-24 was the
very first underwater attack to be carried out at night. The U-24 also had the
dubious distinction of being the very first u-boat to attack an unarmed
merchant ship without warning, it being the French vessel SS Admiral
Ganteaume which was torpedoed on Monday 26 October 1914, but stayed
afloat and was later safely towed to port. The U-24 survived and surrendered
to the allied powers at the end of the Great War, and was eventually broken
up at Swansea, South Wales in 1922. Kapitanleutnant Rudolf ‘Rudi’
Schneider died on Saturday 13 October 1917, when during very stormy
weather he was lost overboard from the conning tower of the U-87 which he
then commanded. Although one of the crew of his submarine managed to
bring him back on board, but it was too late, and Rudolf Schneider was
subsequently buried at sea between the Shetland Isles and Norway.

CRITTENDEN, LEONARD. Private, 41335.

2nd Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment.

Died Friday 22 March 1918.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided
Cobham, Kent.

Son of Benjamin and Ellen Crittenden.

Commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 28, and on
the Cobham, Gravesend, Kent civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Crittenden family resided at the High
Street, Wouldham. It was noted whilst researching the Wouldham fallen for
inclusion here, that the next census entry recorded by the enumerator was for
the Rose and Crown public house, where amongst the children in residence
was Benjamin Luckett who is commemorated on the Wouldham village civic
war memorial. Probably good friends whilst children, fate dictated that one
was commemorated on the war memorial but regrettably not both of them.
The following is an extract of the 2nd Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment War
Diary entry for Friday 22 March 1918, at which time it was at which time it was
located at Verlaines, Somme, France, to the south-west of the town of Ham.
“Early in the morning a few Germans worked into "C" Coys position, from a
Sunken Road just in front of our wire.”A" and "C" Coys were heavily shelled all
day and at about 2 p.m. the enemy attacked in large numbers. "C" Coys
position was taken and some of our men taken prisoner. The remnants of "A"
and "B" Coy hung on till surrounded by large numbers of enemy. They fought
very well and only a few got back. By 4 p.m. the enemy could be seen
advancing on either side of STEVENS REDOUBT. At 5 p.m. Orders were
received to withdraw. The withdrawal was carried out at once, but there were
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a number of casualties as the withdrawal had to be made across open country
and the enemy machine gun and shrapnel fire was very heavy. The Battalion
withdrew to VERLAINES via GERMAINE - FORESTE - VILLERS ST
CHRISTOPHE and HAM. Billeted in VERLAINES for the night.” Leonard was
numbered amongst the 52 other ranks deaths suffered by the 2nd Battalion,
Bedfordshire Regiment on Friday 22 March 1918, which had included fellow
Kent casualties 22 year old Private Edward Potter Coveney who was a native
and resident of Dover, Kent and Greenwich, Kent native and resident Private
Robert Albert Franklin.

FEATHERSTONE, JAMES REYNOLD. Sergeant, L/9221.

"B" Company, 6th (Service) Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Saturday 7 October 1916. Aged 28.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided
Snodland, Kent.

Son of James David Featherstone and Amelia Jane Featherstone of 15,
Hilton Terrace, Lower Halling, Rochester, Kent.

Buried Bancourt British Cemetery, Pas De Calais, France. Grave Ref: V. G. 5.
At the time of the 1901 census, the Featherstone family resided at Rochester
Road, Burham, Kent. Head of the house was 37 year old Otham, Maidstone,
Kent native James David Featherstone, who was employed as a Cement
Miller. David (junior) enlisted in the army on a regular engagement of 7 years
with the Colours, and 5 years in the Reserve on Saturday 24 January 1910.
When he enlisted in the army, James stated that he was 20 years and 9
months old. He was attested to initially serve in the 1st Battalion, The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment). One Wednesday 4 October 1911, James was posted
to the 2nd Battalion of his regiment, and was serving in the same battalion at
the time of his appointment to a Lance Corporal on Sunday 3 December
1911. Prior to his service during the Great War, James served in The Buffs
(East Kent Regiment) at Singapore and India. He was posted to France for
service with the British Expeditionary Force on Sunday 17 January 1915, and
promoted to the rank of Corporal on Monday 8 February 1915. On Saturday 1
May 1915 James’s battalion had a fresh draft of other ranks join it in Belgium
direct from England, who due primarily to time constraints were not initially
allotted to the different companies in the 2nd Battalion, and it was decided to
locate the new men in a new support trench in front of a wood. All of the
positions occupied by the battalion were subjected to an extraordinary amount
of enemy shellfire the day after the arrival of the fresh draft, with numerous
casualties being inflicted on the battalion. Several commentators have made
very similar comments when referring to the days’ events, along the lines of
the British artillery guns being virtually powerless to offer support and return
shellfire onto the German artillery gun emplacements. Many of the same
commentators, and also probably of more important significance and
relevance, is some of the correspondence which was written by some of the
survivors who had served in the battalion during late April and early May
1915, with the writers of same commenting about not getting artillery support
due to the lack of the gunners ammunition. Many of the gunners also became
casualties, as the direct result of being fired upon by enemy field guns. During
the hours of darkness on the night of 2/3 May the intensity of the German
shelling subsided, but at first light on the morning of Monday 3 May 1915, the
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artillery bombardment of the battalion positions was once again renewed.
Throughout the whole of the day on Monday 3 May the enemy guns continued
to fire at will, and as on the previous day, the doubtless frustrated British
gunners were unable to offer all but a token reply. It was during the action
fought by his battalion on Monday 3 May 1915; James was wounded and
initially posted as ‘Missing.’ In addition to the officers and other ranks in the
battalion who suffered woundings, the action cost the lives of almost 150
other ranks. On being recovered from the battlefield, James was evacuated
back to the United Kingdom, and received treatment for his injuries as a
patient at the 3rd Scottish General Hospital at Glasgow. Having recovered
sufficiently from his wounds, James was posted to serve in the 3rd (Reserve)
Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment) at the Citadel, Western Heights,
Dover, Kent on Thursday 19 August 1915. He remained in the latter battalion
until being posted to serve in the 6th (Service) Battalion of his regiment on
Friday 9 June 1916, and remained in the battalion until he was killed in action.
Prior to his demise, James had been made an Acting Sergeant on Tuesday
11 July 1916, and promoted to a Sergeant on Tuesday 15 August 1916.
James was numbered amongst the 8 officers and 121 other ranks that lost
their lives in the 6th (Service) Battalion on Saturday 7 October 1916 during
the Battle of the ‘Transloy Ridges.’ The battalion total casualty roll for the day
numbers 368, including their Medical Officer, Captain Wilfred Pagen
R.A.M.C., who is also commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. What follows
is the War Diary entry for the day: - “Quiet morning. At 1.30 p m the enemy
opened heavy machine gun fire and shrapnel barrage on the front line. At
1.45 p m the attack commenced. Very heavy M.G. fire was opened, which
held up "C" Company on the right. "A" and "B" companies reached the 1st
objective (Rainbow Trench) with fairly heavy casualties but on advancing from
1st to 2nd objectives were completely held up with M.G. fire. Twenty men of
"C" Company succeeded in getting into the German trench, with troops from
the 61st Brigade, and advanced with them. The 1st objective was held until 12
midnight when the Battalion was relieved by the 6th Queen’s.” Captain J.C.
Page, the only officer of the 6th (Service) Battalion who was not either killed or
wounded on Saturday 7 October 1916, led just 40 other ranks from the field of
the ‘Battle of the Transloy Ridges, and was later awarded the Military Cross.

CREH
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GOODHEW, THOMAS HENRY. Stoker 1st Class, 353191.
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Aboukir.
Died Tuesday 22 September 1914. Aged 37.
Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent 3 April 1876.
Son of the late Thomas Goodhew and Annie Goodhew (née Spellard) of
Addington, Malling, Kent.
Husband of the late Nellie Goodhew (née Stevens).
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 5, as shown above.
At the time of the 1891 census, the Goodhew family resided at 1, Castle
Cottages, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 40 year old
East Malling, Kent native Thomas Goodhew (senior), who was employed as a
General Labourer. The then 15 year old Thomas (junior) was employed as an
Agricultural Labourer. For additional details appertaing to the losses of
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H.M.S.Aboukir, H.M.S.Cressy, and H.M.S.Hogue, please also see the brief
commemoration of Herbert Willlam Burgess on page 6, who is one of
Wouldham Great War casualties who have been commemorated on the
Wouldham civic war memorial. It was noted by the transcribers that
regrettably in addition to having not been commemorated on the Wouldham
civic war memorial, Thomas has also not been commemorated on the
Addington, Malling, Kent parish tribute.

HAMBROOK , CHARLES ARTHUR. Aircraftman 2nd Class, 281095.

Royal Air Force.

Died Thursday 10 April 1919. Aged 34.

Born Alkham, Dover, Kent.

Son of the late Phillip Hambrook and Jane Hambrook.

Husband of Hilda K. Humphrey (formerly Hambrook), (née Pearce) of 11,
Ravens Knowle, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Buried Maidstone Cemetery, Maidstone, Kent. Grave Ref: 2C.304.
Commemorated on the Lydd, Romney Marsh, Kent, civic war memorial.

At the time of the 1901 census, the then 16 year old Charles, resided at
Fanefields, Alkham, Dover, Kent. Head of the house was Charles’s brother 25
year old Alkham, Dover, Kent native Alfred Hambrook who was a Farmer and
an employer. Charles’s death was registered in the Medway, Kent,
Registration District during the second quarter of 1919.

JENNER, SAMUEL. Trooper, 2502.

Household Battalion.

Died Wednesday 10 October 1917.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Sittingbourne, Kent. Resided
Maidstone, Kent.

Son of James and Elizabeth Jenner.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 3, and on the Sittingbourne, Kent civic war memorial.
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At the time of the 1901 census, the Jenner family resided at the back of the
Watermans Arms, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 46
year old Lamberhurst, Kent native James Jenner, who was employed as a
Cement Works Labourer.

LYTH or LYTHE. DAVID STRINGER. Private, L/11107.

1st Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Friday 19 April 1918.

Born Hythe, Kent. Enlisted Dover, Kent. Resided Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.
Son of Hannah and the late David Stringer Lyth.

Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Zonnebeke, West-Vlaanderen,
Belgium. Panel 17, as shown above.

Formerly Private, 11518, Royal Army Medical Corps.

Commemorated on the Hythe, Kent, civic war memorial, and on Great War
memorial plaque which is located in the parish church of St. Pert and St. Paul,
Saltwood, Hythe, Kent. Commemorated on both of the aforementioned Kent
memorials are two casualties with matching initials and surname, who are a
father and son, they being D.S. LYTH, and D.S. LYTH junior. It would appear
that on the Saltwood memorial plague their surname spelling might not be
correct, as some of the data checked shows it spelt LYTHE. The Wouldham
casualty briefly commemorated above is the only one of the two who has a
CWGC commemoration, as his father was a civilian casualty. Sixteen bombs
reined down on Hythe, Kent, during an air raid carried out by German Gotha
bombers on the day that Daniel (Senior) was killed. At the time of the 1901
census Daniel (Senior) was a Church Verger, at the time of his death he was
still the Verger of the parish church of St. Leonards, Hythe, Kent. On 25 May
1917 Daniel was in conversation inside the parish church with the Vicar of
Hythe, the Reverend Herbert D. Dale, and Mrs. Dale, upon hearing the sound
of the air raid the conversation ended abruptly and the three rushed outside to
investigate. As Daniel went outside a bomb dropped in the churchyard which
shattered a number of tombstones, resulting in shrapnel and hard pieces of
debris being thrown up. One of the pieces of shrapnel hit Daniel in his right
thigh, and he was taken to the Royal Victoria Hospital at Folkestone, Kent, for
treatment, but he succumbed to his injuries whilst a patient there later the
same day. Because Daniel (Senior) was a civilian casualty of the Great War
there is no form of commemoration or rememberance of him by the CWGC,
his demise being a perfect example of the injustice of the civilian Great War
non-commemorations. A former regular soldier, Daniel had served as a
member of the King's Royal Rifle Corps, which had included serving in Burma,
and he was still officially on the army reserve at the time of his demise. Prior
to the erection and unveiling of the Hythe civic war memorial in 1921, Hannah
Lyth requested that her late husband be commemorated on the war memorial
next to her late son. Resultant of a lot of hard work by several people and
organisations, primarily the Saltwood Village Society, it is hoped in November
2011, to add the names of ALL of those with tangible connections to the
village, who were the victims of wars, on panels which are being added to a
wall adjacent to the Saltwood civic war memorial. Unlike the vast majority of
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form of war remembrance in Kent and elsewhere, the Saltwood civic war
memorial has always been devoid of victims of wars from the parish.

PEARCE, ALFRED. Serjeant, 747.

"C" Squadron, Essex Yeomanry.

Died Friday 14 May 1915. Aged 31.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted Brentwood, Essex. Resided
Romford, Essex.

Son of the late Alfred John Hillas Pearce and Fanny Pearce.

Husband of Emily Louisa Pearce of "Broomleigh,” Champion Road,
Upminster, Essex.

Commemorated on the Menin Gate, leper, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.

Panel 5.

At the time of the 1901 census, Alfred was employed as a Butchers Assistant,
and was residing as a boarder at the home of Charles Eldridge at Thelis
Road, Cowes, Isle of Wight. Alfred was serving as a Serjeant in the Essex
Yeomanry when he was posted to France on 30 November 1914.

RICHARDSON, GEORGE WILLIAM. Private, T/205723.

7th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Thursday 21 March 1918. Aged 24.

Born and enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Rochester, Kent.

Son of Harry and Emily Richardson of Maidstone, Kent.

Husband of Ellen E. Richardson of Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.
Commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 59.
Formerly Trooper, T/2274, West Kent Yeomanry.

At the time of the 1901 census the Richardson family resided at 156, Union
Street, Maidstone, Kent. Head of the house was 39 year old Machine Minder
Harry Richardson who was a native of West Malling, Kent.

RUSS, WILLIAM FRANKLIN or FREDERICK. Private, G/25670.

Depot, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment).

Died Tuesday 14 January 1919.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Son of James and Harriett Russ.

Husband of Edith Ethel R Russ (née Austin).

Buried Boughton Monchelsea (St. Peter’s) Churchyard.

Commemorated on the Boughton Monchelsea, Maidstone, Kent, Great War
village tribute, which is located in the parish church of St. Peter’s, as shown
above commemorated by his second Christian name spelt Frederick.

At the time of the 1901 census, the Russ family resided at 24, Ravens
Knowle, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Head of the house was 64 year old
Pluckley, Ashford, Kent native James Russ, who was employed as a
Platelayer at a Cement Works. The then 15 year old William was recorded by
the census enumerator as being employed as a Builders Apprentice.
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SAWFORD, WILLIAM. Private, G/4987.

"D" Company, 1st Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Saturday 22 July 1916. Aged 29.

Born Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Enlisted and resided Gravesend, Kent.

Son of Thomas A. and Eliza Sawford (née Clayson) of 8, Foxmore Street,
Battersea, London.

Buried Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, Longueval, Somme, France.

Grave Ref: XIV. D. 7.

At the time of the 1901 census the Sawford family still lived at Wouldham,
residing at Freeschool Farm. Head of the house was 57 year old Bedfordshire
native Thomas A. Sawford who was recorded by the census enumerator as
being a Farmer and an employer. His 56 year old wife Eliza and the three
Sawford children at home on census night were all natives of Wouldham.
William enlisted in the army ‘For the Duration of the War on Monday 14
December 1914. At the time of his enlistment, William stated that he was 28
years and 142 days old, employed as a Horsedriver, and residing at 68, All
Saints Road, Gravesend, Kent. William carried out his basic training with the
3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) at
Chatham, Kent, prior to being transferred to the 1st Battalion of his regiment
on Thursday 29 April 1915, and posted to France the following day. Following
his death William was initially posted as ‘Missing,” but the Army Council later
deemed that for official purposes, it was to be assumed that he had died on or
since Saturday 22 July 1916. It is particularly regrettable that William has not
been commemorated on the Wouldham civic war memorial, as he is not
commemorated on the Gravesend, Kent civic war memorial, and as such he
sadly might not have any form of his remembrance within the county of Kent.

SMITH, STEPHEN. Private, 384697.

105th Company, Labour Corps.

Died Friday 17 May 1918. Aged 26.

Born Gravesend, Kent. Enlisted Chatham, Kent. Resided Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent.

Son of Edward Smith and Ada Margaret Smith (née Shirley) of 14, (Front)
High Street, Borstal, Rochester, Kent. Formerly of 17, Medway Terrace,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial, Somme, France. Panel 94.
Formerly Private, G/11668, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). At the
time of the 1901 census, the Smith family resided at 8, Victoria Road,
Chatham, Kent. Head of the house was 33 year old Wrotham, Kent native
Edward Smith, who was employed as a Railway Labourer. Stephen enlisted in
the army ‘For the Duration of the War’ on Tuesday 4 January 1916. At the
time of his enlistment, Stephen stated that he was 24 years and 139 days old,
employed as a General Labourer, and resided at vy Cottage, Burham Road,
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent. Stephen’s basic training was undertaken whilst
serving in the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent
Regiment) at Chatham, Kent. On Friday 19 May 1916, Stephen was posted to
France for service with the British expeditionary Force, as a member of the
8th (Service) Battalion, Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). On
Tuesday 17 July 1917 Stephen was transferred to serve in the Labour Corps,
in which he was serving as a member of the 105th Company when he was
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accidently drowned. Following Stephen’s death, a Court of Enquiry was
carried out under the auspices of the 67 Labour Group, “A,” Australian Corps
on Sunday 26 May 1918, in an attempt to ascertain certain relevant facts
ascertaining to same. President of the Court of Enquirey was Captain (later
Major), William Frederick Topley M.C. who was commanding the 105th
Company, Labour Corps, and fellow officers of the 105th Company, Second
Lieutenant W.P. Nash, and Second Lieutenant R. Harman. No evidence was
forthcoming resultant of the findings of the Court of Enquirey whether Stephen
was able to swim or not, and none of the N.C.O. or men in the 105th
Company, Labour Corps that had been working with Stephen were able to
say if he had pushed himself off from the river bank. It was also brought to the
attention of the Court of Enquiry, that all other ranks serving in the 105th
Company, had been under orders not to enter the water if they were unable to
swim at the time that Stephen had lost his life. A statement tendered to the
Court of Enquiry stated “At about midday on May 17th 1918, 384697 Pte S.
Smith, together with some other men of the Company went down to the
Somme river to bathe. He jumped in, and was at once seen to be in
difficulties. Attempts were made to get him ashore, but Pte Smith sank
immediately and was not seen anymore.” Another similar statement submitted
to the Court of Enquirey by 384676 Private P.J. Hammond, stated that he had
jumped into the Somme opposite Blangy-Tronville, and that he was followed
by Stephen. Realising that Stephen was in trouble, Private Hammond had
shouted for help in an attempt to save his comrade, and that he had pushed
him to the bank where Private Pearson had managed to grab Stephen’s hand,
and had attempted to pull him from the Somme, but whilst doing so had
himself been pulled into the river, at which point Stephen sank beneath the
water. A supporting statement from 384690 Private W.H. Pearson was also
presented to the Court of Enquirey. Evidence tendered by 384666, Sergeant
G.A. Foster M.M., supported the evidence given by Private’s Hammond and
Pearson, and added that he had gone down to the river opposite the camp to
get water, and had witnessed Private’s Hammond and Pearson struggling
with Stephen in their efforts to save him. Sergeant Foster also stated that a
boat had been provided immediately, and that a rescue operation had been
put in place, but all efforts to locate Stephen had failed. Other documentation
shows that the Court of Enquiry came to the conclusion that Stephen had
drowned whilst bathing in Somme, and added that his body had not been
recovered. Lieutenant-Colonel J.D.R. Stewart, commanding the 67 Labour
Group added that he concurred with the findings of the O.C. 105th Company.

STREAKE, WILLIAM LEONARD. Private, M2/035095.

597th Motor Transport Company, Army Service Corps.

Died Wednesday 26 July 1916. Aged 23.

Born Reading, Berkshire. Enlisted Bulford, Wiltshire. Resided Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent.

Son of Emma Amelia Streake (née Bright) of 7, Castle Street, Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent, and the late William Streake.

Buried Pieta Military Cemetery, Malta G.C. Grave Ref: C. X. 4.

Still alive and head of the house at the time of the 1901 census, William’s
father who was an ‘Own Account’ Greengrocer, was recorded by the census
enumerator as being aged 48, and like his wife Emma, William (senior) was a
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native of Southwark. The Streake family was in residence at 12, Manchester
Road, Reading, Berkshire. When William enlisted in the army ‘For the
Duration of the War’ on Monday 9 November 1914, he stated that he was 22
years and 9 months old, employed as a Transport Driver and residing at EIm
Bungalow, Lower Road, Brambledown, Eastchurch, Isle of Sheppey, Kent. He
also stated that he had previous military service as a member of the Army
Service Corps (Territorial Force), and named his mother with who he resided
at Eastchurch, as being his next of kin. William’s service as a member of the
Territorial Force had been of only a short duration, which was from 22
October 1914 until Sunday 8 November 1914. When William had originally
enlisted in the Territorial Force at Reading, Berkshire, he resided at 12,
Manchester Road, Reading, Berkshire, and he served as Private, 331, Army
Service Corps (Territorial Force), 2nd South Midlands Mounted Brigade. After
initially serving in the United Kingdom, William was posted to serve in the
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force, and embarked on His Majesty's
Australian Transport ship, the 10,046 ton “Anchises” (D68) on Sunday 7
November 1915, sailing from Devonport and disembarked at Alexandria,
Egypt on Saturday 20 November 1915. He was then posted to the 597th
Motor Transport Company, Army Service which was at that time based at
Alexandria. On Saturday 15 January 1916, William sailed from Alexandria on
the 9,240 ton troopship SS Lake Michigan bound for service at Salonica. The
SS Lake Michigan arrived at Salonica on Thursday 20 January 1916, whilst
serving at Salonica, William was hospitalised on Thursday 27 June 1916
suffering from Dysentery. As his condition worsened, William was evacuated
by hospital ship to Malta, where he was admitted as a patient to St. Andrews
Hospital on Saturday 22 July 1916. Despite the best efforts and attention of
the medical staff at St. Andrews Hospital, Malta, William died there at
1940hours on Wednesday 26 July 1916. The 597th Motor Transport
Company, Army Service Corps in which William served, was a Great War
raised unit which was formed in the United Kingdom on Monday 11 October
1915, and later served as Salonica Army Troops. Surplus to peacetime
requirements the unit was disbanded on Saturday 19 April 1919.

WISDOM, FREDERICK GEORGE. Private, G/5012.

“A” Company, 1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

Died Tuesday 8 August 1916.

Born Larkfield, Kent. Enlisted Maidstone, Kent. Resided Snodland, Kent.

Son of Alfred Wisdom and Isabella Annie Wisdom (née Bodiam) of "The
Bothey," Wouldham Court, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Husband of Matilda Maud Wisdom (née Pentecost) of 2, Goshams Cottages,
High Street, Snodland, Kent.

Buried Caudry Old Communal Cemetery, Nord, France. Grave Ref: C. 3.
Commemorated on the Snodland, Kent civic war memorial, and in the parish
church of All Saints, Snodland, Kent.

At the time of the 1901 census the Wisdom family resided at 14, Castle
Street, Wouldham. Head of the house was 40 year old Hollingbourne,
Maidstone, Kent native Alfred Wisdom who was a Cement Woks Labourer.
Frederick was recorded by the census enumerator as being 16 year old
Cement Works Labourer. Frederick married Miss Matilda Maud Pentecost on
Wednesday 13 July 1904 at Strood, Kent. He enlisted in the ‘For the Duration
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of the War’ on Wednesday 15 December 1915, at which time he stated that
he was 33 years old, employed as a Labourer, and residing at 2, Goshams
Cottages, High Street, Snodland, Kent. Having initially served in the 10th
(Service) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) (Kent County),
and the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion of the regiment, Frederick was transferred to
the 1st Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment), and posted to
France for service with the British Expeditionary Force on Wednesday 15
March 1916. The town of Caudry where Frederick is at rest was the scene of
part of the Battle of Le Cateau on Wednesday 26 August 1914, and from that
date it remained in German hands until Thursday 10 October 1918, and
Frederick died whilst he was a prisoner of war at one of the German medical
units that were located at Caudry, although the relevant Casualty Card
erroneously records that he was killed in action. The youngest three of
Frederick’s six children were all natives of Wouldham. He was recorded as
being a Lance Corporal, and present at the death of his 15 month old
daughter Mollie at Snodland on Monday 24 January 1916, when she died of
Infantile Convulsions, at which time Frederick was a member of “H” Company,
3rd (Reserve) Battalion, Queen's Own (Royal West Kent Regiment) stationed
at Chatham, Kent. Frederick was a brother of William Wisdom and a brother
in law of Henry Thomas Pentecost, both of whom are commemorated on the
Wouldham civic war memorial.

The Second World War
1939 — 1945

BAILEY , W. No clear trace at this time.

DURRANT, ARTHUR BRENDON. Gunner, 2046866.

314 Battery, 29 (Kent) Searchlight Regiment, Royal Artillery. (T.A).

Died Tuesday 10 December 1940. Aged 24.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Margaret Durrant (née Henderson) of 12, Church Place, Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent, and of the late Samuel Walter Durrant.

Buried Deal Cemetery, Kent. Grave Ref: Plot C. Block 8. Grave 4758.

Arthur was a pre war Territorial Army member of the Royal Artillery. The 29
(Kent) Searchlight Regiment, Royal Artillery, (Territorial Army) in which Arthur
served, was formed at Chatham, Kent in August 1940 from the 29th Anti-
Aircraft Battalion, Royal Engineers. As part of the 56 Anti-Aircraft Brigade, the
unit served in Kent, with its batteries being numbered 313, 314 and 468. In
January1945 the unit became the 631 (Kent) Regiment, Royal Atrtillery,
(Territorial Army), and served as part of the 307 Infantry Brigade in the North-
West Europe Campaign from April 1945. Arthur died at Sandwich Bay, Kent.
Arthur's parents had married in Londonderry/Derry, County Londonderry,
Northern Ireland on Thursday 4 January 1917. His late father who was a
regular soldier, died at Maharashtra, India on Tuesday 4 April 1933. Brief
mention was made earlier at his commemoration, that Arthur Brendon Durrant
was a nephew of the Great War Wouldham casualty, Serjeant Arthur Durrant
of the 250th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery, who died on Thursday 25
April 1918 at the age of 22.
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EFFORD, PERCY HENRY. Gunner, 1801590.

242 Battery, 48 Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery. (Territorial Army).
Died Thursday 8 February 1945.

Born and resided Kent.

Husband of Edith L Efford (née Woodger).

Buried Labuan War Cemetery, Sabah, Malaysia. Grave Ref: V. A. 5.

Percy’'s birth was registered in the Malling, Kent District during the second
guarter of 1915. His mothers’ maiden name being recorded as Couchman, his
parents were probably William Henry J. Efford and Emily Elizabeth Efford
(née Couchman). The 48 Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery in which
Perce served, was a Territorial Army unit that was formed in November 1940,
from Batteries of 17 and 19 Light Anti Aircraft Regiments, Royal Artillery. It
was comprised of 49, 95, and 242 Batteries. Following its formation, as part of
the 29 Anti Aircraft Brigade, it served in Kent until ultimately being posted to
Java as part of the 16 Anti Aircraft Brigade, and was equipped with 40mm Anti
Aircraft guns. Serendipity or call it what you will, resulted in the 48 Light Anti
Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery sailing on the 20,119 ton Canadian Pacific
Steamships Ltd, vessel Duchess of Athol from Gourock on the river Clyde on
Sunday 7 December 1941, which was the same day that Japan declared war.
We and many other regiments were on the. The army personnel of a number
of units which sailed on the Duchess of Athol were under the impression that
they were destined for Basra, Irag. The ship stopped at Freetown, and the
troops had their Christmas dinner there, and then sailed on to Durban, South
Africa were the soldiers boarded the 11,161 ton transport ship H.M.T. Dunera,
at which time those onboard thought that Singapore was their destination, but
along with several other ships H.M.T. Dunera was diverted to Batavia, Java,
and docked at Tanjong Priok Harbour. The same day the regiment was
dispersed throughout Java, to defend a number of airfields against the
Japanese invasion. Percy’s Battery, was sent to the Tjililitan military airfield in
Western Java. Less than a month after arriving at Java, William’s regiment
was captured when it fell to the Japanese. On Thursday 12 March 1942, the
senior British, Australian and American commanders were summoned to
Bandoeng, where the formal instrument of surrender was signed in the
presence of the Japanese commander of the Bandoeng area, Lieutenant-
General Masao Maruyama, who assured them that the rights appertaining to
the protection of prisoners of war, as contained in the Geneva Convention
would be strictly adhered to by his country. The majority of the personnel of
48 Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery were based in West Java, and
they were imprisoned in that part of the island in due course. Many were then
moved down to camps in the vicinity of Batavia's (Jakarta) civil prison, Boei
Glodok until October 1942. They were then the first of two parties to leave for
Borneo via Singapore. After a journey made in terrible cramped conditions
they arrived at Sandakan, in what was then British North Borneo, where they
were put to work building an airfield. Percy was one of the members of his
battery who were captured in West Java, and arrived at Sandakan, between
Thursday 8 and Sunday 18 April 1943. He was a prisoner of war of the
Japanese at Sandakan Number 2 Camp, and had the POW number 2525. In
early 1945, as the Allies advanced, the Japanese operated a policy of moving
prisoners of war in order to prevent them from being liberated following
possible allied seaborne landings. At Sandakan over two thousand Australian
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and British Prisoners of War were in a very poor health suffering from disease
and starvation. On 28 January 1945, the Japanese began the first of the 175
mile long death marches forcing the Sanadakan prisoners of war to make for
Ranau. 455 prisoners including Percy were in this first group, and during the
course of which he died, and was numbered amongst the 88 personnel of 48
Light Anti Aircraft Regiment, Royal Artillery who died whilst in Japanese
hands on Java. Officers of the Imperial Japanese army ordered the deaths of
all the survivors of the marches during the final weeks of the war, which
resulted in the deaths of some prisoners of war following the official surrender.
Out of the 2434 Sandakan prisoners who took part in the marches, 1787
Australians and 641 British prisoners of war died, only 6 Australian prisoners
managed to survive by escaping. Originally buried in Borneo, Percy’s grave
was later removed to the Labuan War Cemetery, Sabah, Malaysia, where he
and other former prisoners of war were laid to rest. The final resting places of
many men who died are unmarked and lost, and they have been
commemorated on the Singapore Memorial at Kranji War Cemetery, where
the names are engraved of all men whose last resting-places is unknown.

FAIRBRASS , KENNETH JONATHAN. Aircraftman 1st Class, 1252182.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve.

Died Wednesday 18 February 1942. Aged 33.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of John and Margaret Fairbrass.

Husband of Winifred Olive Mary Fairbrass (née Adams) of Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent.

Commemorated on the Singapore Memorial. Column 418, and on the
Meopham, Gravesend, Kent civic war memorial.

Kenneth’'s birth was registered in the Malling, Kent District during the last
guarter of 1909. His marriage to Winifred Olive Mary Adams was registered in
the Malling, Kent Registration District during the first quarter of 1930.

HOMEWOOD, JACK EDGAR. Warrant Officer Class Il (B.S.M.), 957494.

143 (The Kent Yeomanry) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery. (Territorial Army).
Died Wednesday 26 July 1944. Aged 26.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Mr. and Mrs. E. Homewood.

Husband of Mrs. Dorothy P. Homewood (née Johnson) of Wouldham,
Rochester, Kent.

Buried Banneville-la-Campagne War Cemetery, Calvados, France.

Grave Ref: XII. F. 3.

Also commemorated on the Halling, Kent civic war memorial.

Jack’s birth was registered in the Strood, Kent District during the second
quarter of 1918. His mothers’ maiden name being recorded as Monk. Jack’s
marriage to Dorothy P. Johnson was registered in the Maidstone, Kent District
during the second quarter of 1943. At the commencement of the Second
World War the 143 (The Kent Yeomanry) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery
which was the Second Line Regiment of the 97 (The Kent Yeomanry) Field
Regiment, Royal Artillery, and was commanded by Lieutenant Colonel F.N.
Richardson, T.D., being initially comprised of 386 (Duke of Connaught’s Own
Yeomanry) Battery, and the 388 (Queens Own Yeomanry) Battery, in Eastern
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Command. In April 1940 the regiment joined the Corps Artillery of the 4th
Corps in readiness of a move to France, but whilst advanced parties were at
Southampton prior to embarkation, France fell, at which time the regiment
was one of only a few which were fully equipped to resist the imminent
German invasion. Between September 1942 to May 1943 Lieutenant Colonel
W.J.N. Norman Walker, M.B.E. commanded, and from May 1943 to July 1944
Lieutenant Colonel D.S. Hamilton, D.S.0. commanded, after which from July
1944 to September 1944 Lieutenant Colonel E.H.N. Rees-Webb commanded.
From September 1944 to July 1945 Lieutenant Colonel D.S. Hamilton, D.S.O.
was again placed in command, and the last Commanding Officer was
Lieutenant Colonel C.D.T. Pope who was in charge between July 1945 and
March 1946. 143 (The Kent Yeomanry) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery was
posted in Iceland, in the 49th Division, as part of ‘Alabaster Force’ between
October 1940 and April 1942. Initially the regiment in Iceland was comprised
of 386 Battery, in support of 70th Brigade based near Reykjavik, and 388
Battery based in the North West Sector with B.H.Q. located at Borganes, with
the remaining sections located at Blondos and Reykjaskoli. During the time
that the regiment was in Iceland, prior handing over its duties to American
troops, two of the members of the 143 (The Kent Yeomanry) Field Regiment,
Royal Artillery died, they being 25 year old Bombardier, Eric Charles Mathews
from South Norwood, Surrey who died on Sunday 4 May 1941, and Gunner
Jack Terrance Russell, from Kent who died on Monday 13 April 1942, both of
whom are at rest in Fossvogur Cemetery, Reykjavik. After returning back the
from Iceland, the regiment remained within the United Kingdom in the 49th
(West Riding) Infantry Division, until crossing from Tilbury, Essex on 8 June
1944, landing at La Riviere-Saint-Sauveur, which is a commune of the
Calvados département in the Basse-Normandie région of France, four days
after leaving Tilbury, in preparation to take part in the North West Europe
Campaign, during the latter stages of which the regiment was in the 1
Canadian Corps. The Allied offensive in north-western Europe began with the
Normandy landings of Tuesday 6 June 1944. Among the major battles in
which the 143 (The Kent Yeomanry) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery as part of
the 49th (West Riding) Infantry Division, during the North West Europe
Campaign 1944-45, it gave active fire support were those of Caen, during the
campaign in Normandy, Le Havre, and the Antwerp-Turnhout Canal in
Belgium. Having pushed on through the Netherlands, the winter of 1944-45
was spent by the River Maas on the Dutch-German frontier. The final action of
note which the regiment played its part was during the closing stages of the
Second World War, was to support the much delayed liberation of the Dutch
town of Arnhem in April 1945. For the most part, the men buried at Banneville-
la-Campagne War Cemetery where Jack is at rest, were killed in action during
the fighting from the second week of July 1944, when Caen was captured, to
the last week in August, when the Falaise Gap had been closed, and the
Allied forces were preparing their advance beyond the river Seine. The
Normandy village of Banneville-la-Campagne is situated 6 miles to the east of
the town of Caen. Jack is numbered amongst the 34, 143 (The Kent
Yeomanry) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery casualties that we have located,
the majority of whom, like Jack lost their lives during the North West Europe
Campaign 1944-45,
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NEWMAN, ALFRED THOMAS. Private, 6340685.

11th Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment).

Died Wednesday 20 November 1940. Aged 27.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Alfred Thomas Newman and Melenda Eugene Newman (née
Rushbrook) of Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Buried All Saints Churchyard, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Grave Ref: Grave G.9.

Alfred’s army number denotes that he had originally been a member of the
Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment. In addition to those serving in The
Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment), and the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent
Regiment, personnel of the Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) formed
the 50th Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment) on 28 May 1940.
The battalion was later designated the 11th Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East
Kent Regiment). Alfred’s birth was registered in the Milton, Sittingbourne, Kent
Registration District during the first quarter of 1913. At the time of his death,
Alfred’s battalion was stationed at Eastbourne, Sussex where his death was
registered in the last quarter of 1940.
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NORRIS, JESSE. D.S.M. Leading Seaman, C/JX 142500.

Royal Navy, H.M. Submarine Urge. (N17).

Died Wednesday 6 May 1942.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Jesse and Minnie Norris (née Knight) of Rochester, Kent.
Commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial. Panel 52. Column 2, as
shown above.

The birth of Jesse (junior) was registered in the Medway, Kent Registration
District during the second quarter of 1918. Jesse was awarded the
Distinguished Service Medal in 1941 “For outstanding bravery, skill and
resolution in successful submarine patrols.” H.M. Submarine Urge on which
Jesse was serving at the time of his death was ordered on Monday 4
September 1939 as part of the 1939 Emergency War Programme, and she
was built at the Barrow-in-Furness Yard of Vickers Armstrong Ltd. Having
been launched on Monday 19 August 1940, the submarine was completed on
Thursday 12 December 1940. The date of Jesse’s death is as it is shown on
his Commonwealth War Graves Commission commemoration details, but all
other data resources checked by the transcribers of these brief
commemorations show the date Wednesday 29 April 1942. It would appear to
be the case which is unfortunately the same situation which is applicable with
many submariners’ deaths of several nations during the two world wars, that
Jesse’s exact date of death is estimated. Commanded by 30 year old
Lieutenant-Commander Edward Philip Tomkinson D.S.O. and Bar, of
Langham, Suffolk, on Monday 27 April 1942 H.M.S. Urge had left Malta on
passage to Alexandria, Egypt, where she was due to arrive on Wednesday 6
May 1942 but she failed to arrive. The actual reason for the loss of H.M.
Submarine Urge was not fully established for many years, as it was first
thought that the submarine struck a mine off Malta, or that she was sunk by
the Italian torpedo boat Pegaso in the eastern Mediterranean. Post Second
World War German and Italian documentation, conflict with both the above
initial  British theories appertaining to the loss of the submarine. On
Wednesday 29 April 1942, H.M.S. Urge attacked the Italian sailing vessel San
Giusto off the coast of Ras el Hilal, Libya, and in the immediate area was a
small convoy of 3 German Marinefahrprahm, which were the largest type of
landing craft used by the Kriegsmarine, which were being escorted by an
Italian Fiat Cr.42 Falco biplane. As the submarine was engaged in the attack
against the German landing craft, she was dive-bombed and sunk by the
Italian aircraft. The sinking was confirmed by witnesses on board the 3
German Marinefahrprahm. H.M.S. Urge was reported lost on Wednesday 29
April 1942. At the time of her loss, Jesse’s submarine was carrying 10 Royal
Navy ratings as passengers in addition to the normal crew, as part of the
evacuation of the 10th Submarine Flotilla from Malta to Alexandria. All 35
personnel onboard the submarine perished when H.M. Submarine Urge was
sunk on Wednesday 29 April 1942, all of whom are officially commemorated
as having died on Wednesday 6 May 1942, when the submarine should have
arrived at the port of Alexandria, Egypt.
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SMITH, JAMES ALFRED. Guardsman, 2655756.

2nd Battalion, Coldstream Guards.

Died Tuesday 21 May 1940. Aged 26.

Born Halifax, Yorkshire. Resided Kent.

Son of Sydney James Smith and Mary Elizabeth Smith (née Swainson).
Husband of Mary Winifrede Smith of Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Buried Pecqg Communal Cemetery, Hainaut, Belgium.

Grave Ref: Row E, Grave 1.

James’s birth was registered in the Halifax, Yorkshire, Registration District
during the second quarter of 1914.

The War Diary entry for the 2nd Battalion, Coldstream Guards on the day that
James’s died follows:-“At 0100 hours Battalion H.Q. moved again to a large
Chateau just East of ESTAIMBOURG. There was a river mist in the early
morning. At about 0200 hours No. 3 Company was heavily mortared but
though a very unpleasant experience, few casualties were sustained. Some
movement observed near the bridge. At 0600 hours Mortar and Atrtillery fire
started on the whole of the Battalion Front, and shortly afterwards it was
reported that the enemy had crossed the river by No. 1 Company’s position.
Major W.S. STEWART BROWN was, therefore, sent forward to restore the
situation, taking with him the Carrier Platoon under Captain FANE, who was
shortly afterwards killed by a shell when making a recce. The situation on the
COLDSTREAM Front was soon restored as it was found that only a few
GERMANS had managed to get across despite the intensity of the GERMAN
covering fire, but a gap had appeared between our right and the GRENADIER
GUARDS’ Left and other GERMANS were losing no time in exploiting this.
No. 2 Company formed a defensive flank towards the GRENADIER
GUARDS, while Major STARKEY’s Company of GRENADIER GUARDS was
ordered to counter attack on our Right. Until the successful conclusion of
these counter attacks the line on our right was withdrawn from the Canal to
the PECQ - PONT-A-CHIN Road. Now it was restored to the Canal bank and
one Platoon of No. 2 Company under the command of 2/Lieutenant BRITTON
took up a position to fill the gap between the GRENADIER GUARDS and
ourselves. At about this time Battalion H.Q. received several salvoes of
GERMAN medium Artillery which killed C.Q.M.S. BURNETT and several
pioneers. By about 1700 hours No. 1 Company reoccupied their posts on the
Canal, some of which had been earlier evacuated. P.S.M. COURT, who had
remained at his post regardless of what was happening on his flanks, was
found killed. Our casualties in this encounter were not so heavy as first
appeared, numbering about 30 killed and wounded, which included Lieutenant
Sir John PIGOTT-BROWN who was evacuated with a scalp wound.
Lieutenant C.H. FIELDEN who was commanding No. 1 Company was also
ordered back to rest at “B” Echelon with a very badly burned hand. Lieutenant
E.L. GIBBS was transferred from No. 4 Company to command. This day
Guardsman SWABEY of No. 4 Company shot 14 GERMANS with his own
rifle from the windows of the tannery to the North of PECQ.” During the same
battle when James fell, 25 year old Lance Corporal Harry Nicholls, of the 3rd
Battalion, Grenadier Guards won the first Victoria Cross to be Gazetted during
the Second World War. Whilst he was a P.O.W., the German camp
commandant in Poland presented Harry with his Victoria Cross ribbon.
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STEVENS, THOMAS EDWARD. Driver, T/1041848.

Royal Army Service Corps.

Died Tuesday 16 May 1944. Aged 43.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of Stephen and Jessie Stevens of Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.
Husband of Minnie Stevens (née Banfield) of Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.
Buried (All Saints) Churchyard, Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Grave Ref: Grave H.10.

TESTER, DERRICK LLOYD. Leading Aircraftman, 1246313.

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. 43 Squadron, Royal Air Force.

Died Sunday 18 June 1944. Aged 23.

Born and resided Kent.

Son of William George Tester and Ethel Maud Tester (née Barten) of
Wouldham, Rochester, Kent.

Husband of Kathleen Gladys Tester (née Ruck).

Buried Bolsena War Cemetery, Italy. Grave Ref: I. G. 20.
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